
LILLIAN RUTH ( KRAUSE) NOBLE

(Written text and photographs provided by Bonnie Kay (Noble) Cook and Theodore Neil 
Noble). Lillian Ruth  Krause (Bunnie) was born May 17, 1918, at  Wolf  Point, Montana, 
and was the daughter of  Otto Francis and Lillian (Fadness) Krause. She grew up in Montana 
and attended Glasgow High School in Glasgow, Montana. Lillian Ruth (Bunnie) Krause 
married Richard Harold Noble on June 17, 1935, in Glasgow, Montana. Richard Harold 
Noble was born on December 3, 1914, in Webster, North Dakota, and was the son of  Earl 
and Olive Noble. Richard Noble was of  Scottish/English heritage, soft spoken, and a 
pleasant individual that preferred a cup of  tea to coffee. Lillian and Richard Noble made 
their home in Polson, Montana, until 1947, when they moved to Darrington, Washington. 
The couple then moved to Seattle, Washington. Lillian worked at the Seattle Children's 
Home for 15 years while they lived in Seattle retiring in 1981. Lillian and Richard Noble then 
moved to Sedro-Woolley, Washington, in 1983. In Sedro-Woolley, Washington, Lillian 
worked as a building aide for the Hillsview Apartment Complex for 15 years. Richard Noble 
worked as a superintendent in the saw-mill industry. 
Richard Harold and Lillian Ruth ( Krause) Noble had 5 children: Richard Earl Noble, 
born in Polson, Montana, on October 21, 1936, Bonnie Kay Noble, born April 13, 1940, in 
Polson, Montana, Theodore Neil Noble, born November 1, 1941, in Polson, Montana,  
Judith Marlien Noble, born in Tacoma, Washington, on November 19, 1942,  and Franz 
Jon Noble, born April 6, 1949, in Arlington, Washington.
Lillian ( Krause) Noble enjoyed reading, crossword puzzles, watching the Seattle Mariners 
games, but most of  all she enjoyed her family, especially her grandchildren, to whom she 
was known as "Nannie" to all of  them.
Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble died Thursday, October 18, 2007, in Sedro-Woolley, 
Washington. Richard Harold Noble died in 1992. Their cremated remains are scattered at 
French Creek, Washington, near a monument erected by their son, Franz Jon Noble (Bud).
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A photograph of  Lillian Ruth (Bunnie) Krause 
taken in Glasgow, Montana. Date unknown

The cover of  a school diary developed by Lillian Ruth 
(Bunnie) Krause. Glasgow, Montana.

An undated photograph of  Lillian Ruth 
(Bunnie) Krause.

An undated photograph of  Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble. 
(Photograph courtesy of  Steven Dallas Thompson).
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An undated photograph of  Richard 
Harold Noble.

An undated photograph of  Richard Harold 
Noble.

An undated photograph of  Richard Harold 
Noble.

An undated photograph of  Richard 
Harold Noble.
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The marriage announcement of  Lillian Ruth  
Krause) Noble and Richard Harold Noble. 
Date, June 17, 1933. (Photograph courtesy of  
William J. Krause II).

A photograph taken at the wedding of  Lillian Ruth 
(Bunnie) Krause to Richard Harold Noble on June 17, 
1933. Shown from right to left are: Lillian's sister, 
Frances Mylla Krause, the bride, Lillian Ruth Krause, 
the groom, Richard Harold Noble, and  an unidentified 
individual. (Photograph courtesy of  William John 
Krause II).

The wedding photograph of  Lillian Ruth (Krause) 
Noble and Richard Harold Noble. (Photograph 
courtesy of  Arlene (Romig) Krause Heacox).

A photograph of  Richard Harold and Lillian Ruth (Krause) 
Noble taken on September 17, 1935, in Glasgow, Montana, 
by Coles Studio. (Photograph courtesy of  Judith Marlien 
(Noble) Blanton).
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A family photograph of  the Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and Richard Harold Noble family. Pictured are: Richard 
Earl Noble (top), Lillian Ruth (Krause) and Richard Harold Noble (center) , and in front from left to right are: 
Bonnie Kay Noble, Judith Marlein Noble, and Theodore Neil Noble.

A family photograph of  the Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and Richard Harold Noble family. Pictured in back row from left to 
right are: Richard Earl Noble, Bonnie Kay Noble, Theodore Neil Noble (Ted) and Judith Marlien Noble. In front from left to 
right are Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble, Richard Harold Noble, and Franz Jon Noble.
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The Noble family. Pictured in the front row are from left to right: Richard Harold Noble, Lillian Ruth (Krause) 
Noble, and Judith Marlien (Noble) Blanton. Pictured in the back row from left to right are: Bonnie Kay (Noble) 
Cook, Franz Jon Noble, Theodore Neil Noble, and Richard Earl Noble. 

The Noble family. Pictured in the front row are from left to right: Bonnie Kay (Noble) Cook, Richard Harold Noble, 
Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble, Judith Marlien (Noble) Blanton. Pictured in the back row from left to right are: Theodore 
Neil Noble, Richard Earl Noble and Franz Jon Noble.
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The Noble family. Pictured in the front row are from left to right: Richard Harold Noble, Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble, 
and her father, Otto Franz Krause. Pictured in the back row from left to right are: Richard Earl Noble, Bonnie Kay 
Noble, Theodore Neil Noble, Judith Marlien Noble, and Franz Jon Noble.

The Noble family. Pictured in the front row are from left to right: Theodore Neil Noble, Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble, 
Richard Harold Noble, and Richard Earl Noble. Pictured in the back row from left to right are: Bonnie Kay (Noble) 
Cook, Franz Jon Noble, and Judith Marlien (Noble) Blanton. Date of  photograph 1992.
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Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and her husband Richard Harold Noble 
pictured celebrating their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and her husband Richard 
Harold Noble.

Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and her husband Richard 
Harold Noble. Date of  photograph is 1980.

Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble and her husband 
Richard Harold Noble.
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Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble photographed in 2000 with six of  her great grandchildren. She is holding Dominick Joseph 
Armenta and is trying to catch Allison Belle Blanton. Behind the chair and to the left is Peter Harold DeVries Jr. (P.J.) with 
his sister, Mary Elizabeth Cecillia DeVries, standing  in front of  him. To the far right are Lucas Orian Blanton (behind) and 
Kaalen Edward Blanton (front).

Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble photographed on 
April 21, 2003.

A Christmas photograph (2006) showing Lillian 
Ruth (Krause) Noble, her daughter Judy (Noble) 
Blanton (back), her grand daughter, Marlie 
Elizabeth Blanton (right) and great grand daughter 
Mary Elizabeth Cecillia DeVries (left).
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

Newspaper article announcing the 50th wedding anniversary of  
Richard H. and Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble. (Article courtesy 
of  Dorothy Arlene (Krause) Hayter).
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RICHARD EARL NOBLE

(Written text and photographs provided by Theodore Neil Noble and Katherine Elizabeth Woodrum). 
Richard Earl Noble (Dick) was born in Polson, Montana, on October 21, 1936, and was the eldest son of  
Richard and Lillian Ruth (Krause) Noble. Dick attended schools in Valley View and Polson, Montana, and 
Tacoma, Washington, prior to moving with his family to Darrington, Washington. He was confirmed in the 
Lutheran faith. He graduated from Darrington High School Darrington, Washington in 1955. Dick attended 
the University of  Maryland and the Military, Sergeant Major Academy, University of  Texas, El Paso. Richard 
Earl Noble was drafted into the Armed Services in November of  1959. Richard Earl Noble married Carol 
Ann Olson on May 12, 1960, in Aiken, South Carolina. Carol Ann Olson was born on December 22, 1940, 
in Paxton, Illinois, and was the daughter of  Lenard and Phoebe (Johnson) Olson. Carol Olson graduated 
from Darrington High School, Darrington, Washington, in 1959, and from Beauty School in 1959. Carol was 
of  Presbyterian faith. Dick met his future wife, Carol Olson, at a teen-age dance when she was sixteen and 
he was twenty. Dick served in the Army for 30 years, 25 of  which were spent in the Army Special Forces, 
and during that time he served two combat tours in Vietnam (1965-1966, 1969-1970), two tours of  duty in 
Thailand/Laos (1967-1968, 1972-1973), as well as several tours in Germany.
He was a green beret for 25 years of  his 30 year Army career. In addition to the tours of  duty that he could 
openly talk about, he briefed the joint chiefs of  staff, taught at West Point, jumped once in 1966 and his 
chutes didn't open, could speak, read and write five languages, was nominated for but did not receive, the 
Congressional Medal of  Honor, was wounded in Vietnam, and was qualified to wear the special forces patch 
insignia of  five other counties. Richard Earl Noble (Dick) was a highly decorated American soldier. Dick 
received three Bronze Stars, The Army Commendation Medal, The Air Medal, Two Meritorious Service 
Metals, The Army Achievement Metal, and The Legion Of  Merit Metal, just to name a few. He received a 
number of  medals from the South Vietnamese government that he couldn't wear because according the 
United States government he wasn't there at the time. He received a battle field commission to the rank of  
Major on one of  his tours in Vietnam, but preferred to stay an enlisted man. Richard Earl Noble attained the 
rank of  Command Sergeant Major, the highest rank awarded for an enlisted soldier. He was stationed with 
Tiger Wood's father in Thailand and knew Tiger when he was a young boy. His team (12 men to an A team) 
put the copper bracelet on John Wayne, and pictures were published of  Dick and actress Martha Raye 
drinking some sort of  booze in Vietnam. This event took place when John Wayne was involved with the 
production of  a motion picture film entitled The Green Berets. A select few of  real Green Berets (special 
forces personnel) were chosen to meet with Wayne by drawing straws. One of  those chosen was Richard 
Earl Noble. On the day they were scheduled to meet with Wayne in the jungle of  Vietnam, their was a 
monsoon event with heavy rain and wind. Initially, because of  the weather, the meeting was called off  even 
though the transport helicopter was heard overhead. However, because of  name calling and razing by the 
special forces personnel on the ground, Wayne and the flight crew took a chance and decided to attempt a 
landing and spiraled down into the steaming jungle following a series of  flares that marked the path of  
descent. John Wayne, Dick, and the special force personnel spent the next five days together drinking and 
talking before the weather cleared allowing for departure. Dick and his team were the ones responsible for 
taking president Marcos (SP) out of  the Philippines. Dick had his nephew (Richard Noble, Rich), who was 
stationed in the Philippines at Clark Air Base at the time, sent to Korea at the time Dick and his team 
removed the dictator. Rich Noble went to Korea on emergency orders and when he got there he was sent 
right back to Clark. While he was gone, Dick (Richard Earl Noble) and his crew came through Clark with 
Marcos. When asked by family if  he was behind the emergency orders he said "why would you think that?" 
They responded to him saying that last thing he wanted to happen was having his nephew recognize him 
before that mission. Dick just smiled and said, "He wouldn't have recognized me any way."
General Swartzcough threw a parade for Dick when he retired. Dick told him that the parade was scheduled 
for that day after he was to be discharged and that he wouldn't be there. The general told him, yes, you will 
be there! Dick was not there!! Richard Earl Noble (Dick) was not a run of  the mill Command Sergeant 
Major. He would not ask his men to do anything that he would not do and when they were on a training 
mission, he did what ever his men did.
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Richard Earl and Carol Ann (Olson) Noble had two children, a son, Robert Douglas Noble, born 
March 7, 1960, in Gunsenheim, Germany, and a daughter, Katherine Elizabeth Noble, born July 
20, 1970, in Fayetteville, North Carolina.
During his military career Richard and Carol (Olson) Noble had several residences which included: 
Clarksville, Tennessee; Mainz, Germany; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort Devens, Massachusetts; 
Fort Bliss, Texas; Boblingen, Germany; Bad Tolz; Germany, Lacy, Washington; and Snoqualmie Pass, 
Washington. During her working career Carol Noble had several occupations which included: Avon 
representative, Pre-school teacher, assistant with Dependent Youth Activities in Bad Tolz, Germany, 
Dry Cleaning employee, and a gas station manager. Carol (Olson) Noble enjoyed bowling and 
spending time with family and friends. 
After their retirement, Dick and Carol Noble moved to Snoqualmie Pass, Washington, where Dick 
worked as a contractor remodeling homes and was a Certified Ski Instructor and Professional Ski 
Patroller. Earlier the Army had forced Dick to learn to ski and as a result he became an avid and 
expert skier who taught both of  his children and his granddaughters how to ski. Dick had written 
that he wanted to be remembered as a son, grandson, husband, father, grandfather, soldier, skier, and 
a hot rodder. Richard Earl Noble enjoyed reading, skiing, fishing, sports, woodworking, and working 
on old cars.
Command Sergeant Major Richard Earl Noble suddenly and unexpectedly collapsed on February 14, 
2005, while shopping with his wife ,Carol, at the Army PX near Tacoma, Washington. He died 
February 15, 2005, at the Madigan Army Medical Center, Ft. Lewis, Washington.
Dick was given a Military Funeral at the Mount Tahoma National Cemetery, Covington, Washington 

with full Military Honors provided by the Special Forces Group (Airborne) of  Fort Lewis, 
Washington. During the service his bother, Bud Noble, read a note written by Dick Noble while 
serving in Vietnam: Fighting in a war is a terrible thing: but to come home, not to cheers, flags, and parades, but to 
dirty demonstrators with long hair throwing things and calling you names, and to the realization that your country hates 
you and doesn't  want you is an even more terrible thing. 
The final resting place of  Richard Earl Noble's cremated remains is French Creek, the site where 
those of  his parents and grandparents were scattered.
Dick was a member of  Chapter 16 in Ft. Lewis, Washington. When he joined the Association in 1975 
he listed the following SF assignments: 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 10th, 46th Co, DET E and 63rd BR Bn.
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