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‘…I believe it is essential that we act now 

to change our deeply flawed poverty 

measure. It is essential for a simple 

reason: the lack of an accurate, credible, 

and relevant poverty measure has itself 

become a major impediment to combating become a major impediment to combating 

poverty effectively. If we want to solve the 

poverty challenge, step one is to get our 

heads around the true scope, dimension, 

and dynamics of the problem.’

-- Douglas W. Nelson, A.E. Casey Foundation

Testimony to House Committee on Ways & Means

July 17, 2008
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=view&id=7170



Total Population

World:  6.7 Billion

U.S.:  302 Million

Mo.:    5,878,415

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2007



U.S. :  20.2 Million
Five States:  10.6 Million

* *
* *

*

Missouri     5.0%
US 7.2%



Regions within regions 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2007







Latino Population in Missouri, 2006



Age Dependency Ratio, 2006

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006





Economic Realities



Economic Share by Region, 2007

Source: MERIC, Missouri Department of Economic Development, 2007
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Poverty Trends



• ACS

‘You can’t solve a problem until you learn 
to measure it.’ - Daniel Patrick Moynihan

Poverty Measurement Issues
• ACS

- Release framework

- Margin of Error

• Federal Poverty Rate
- Underestimates costs

- Underestimates incomes



Percent of Persons in Poverty in Past 12 Months, 2006
by state

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2007



Percent of Persons in Poverty in Past 12 Months, 2006
by Census Geography

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2007
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Percent Seniors Below Poverty Level in Past 12 
Months:2006

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006







Percent Related Children Under 18 in Poverty in Past 12 
Months, 2006 by state

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006



Percent Related Children Under 18 in Poverty in Past 12 
Months, 2006 by Census Geography

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006
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‘Overcoming poverty is not a gesture 
of charity. It is an act of justice. It is 
the protection of a fundamental 
human right, the right to dignity and a human right, the right to dignity and a 
decent life . . .’

-- Nelson Mandela
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