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THE ORIGIN, GROWTH, and CHARACTERISTICS
of ENGLISH IIEDIEVAL LIBRARIES
Introduction: Background and Continental Origins.

The origin and use of libraries must necessarily be
sought for in the history of the most ancient civilizations.,
In 2 study of antique cultures, one meets with a universal
desire on the part of individuels to register memorials
of interesting events and achievements. In every nation
where there has developed any considerable culture, it has
been found practical to devise schemeé whereby such records,
public and private, might be deposited and preserved.
The collection and preservation of documents marks the
beginning of libraries. Yet.even to the eerlier peoples,
we find that the meaning of libraries was more comprehensive
than this. As civilization progressed along more coOSmo-
politan lines, there was an ever increasing tendency to put the
revositories of information to effective use. Thus we
cannot attribute the conception of the library as a work-
shop and a museum to the inventive genius of the modern
age. The germs of its present characteristics belong to
antiquity, and are to be found alike among the Turanian,
Semitic, and Indo-European races.

it is obvious that the purpose of libraries in all ages

has been two-fold, ie., preservation of collected documentary
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information, on the one hand, and dissemination of this
accumulated material, om the other. The variation in the
history of libraries in the different ages has been due to the
varying application and interpretation of these two objects.
Whether a specific librar, is of historical, business, or
sacred character depends to a large degree upon whether its
collector chanced to be statesman or conqueror, priest or
scholar. The one perhaps desired to preserve to posterity
records of politicel or martisl achievements, the other to
preserve scientific or theolo-ical ohservations. Again,

the collectors may have difiere. as to the use to whiceh this
literature should be put, and, as & result, contributed to the
edification o0z & special class, or of all classes, as the case
might be. However, thc fundamental purpose of all libraries
has always rcemained the same.

Omitting from consideration mere collections of publie
records, we may classify libraries as follows: Small collec-
tions for private use; collections for the purpose of special
instruction, religious or secular; public collections under
the supervision of the state. The private collections
ere greatly limited in extent and scope of usefulness. The
c?iterion of their selections, being often the accumulation
of literature upon specific subjects, results in limiting
their usefulness only to scholars of that particular subject.
The second class of libraries may be open only to students, or,
on the other hand, to the general publiec. Public libraries

of a nation are in a semse the baremeters of its eiviligation,
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They indicete whether the culture has become generally
disseminated or not, and whether this culture is of a circum-
scribed, or comprehensive charscter. The library which is
founded or maintained under the supervision of the state is
the most efiicient of all publie libraries. There are many
advantages which it holds over other classes of libraries.

The state mey claim and secure & monopoly upon the output of
existing literature. It_is ordinarily best qualified.
financially toiamass an exhaustive collection of all forms

of literary expression. The mention of several state libraries
may serve to illustrate the scope of their character and
usefulness. The 1ibrariés of Assur-bani-pal, at Nineveh, of
Alexandria, in Eg;pt, and the.modern Bibliotheque FNational,

in France, represent, in treir respective ages, the effective-
ness of libraries controlled and conducted by the agency of
the state. In the earlier.ages, nany of these splendidly
organized repositories or learning were destroyed by the

sane forces which terminated the existence of the states them-
selves. Still, during all ages, state libraries have remsined
the ideal abodes for all literar, productions.

A narrative of libraries falls, as normally, into tke
four periods usually known as Oriental, Classical, iledieval,
and Kodern, as does a narrative of political events. There
are certain distinguishing characteristics belonging to each
of these periods which tend to separate them, thougr there

are general characteristics which make them c¢losely akin.

It is my intention to briefly charactirize the libraries of

these aeparate_ages, for purpose of more accurately placing
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libraries of the English Xedieval period im thelr proper

perspective.

Our krowledge of the earliest libraries comes fronm
Babylonis, the birthplace of western Oriental civilization.
The Babylonisn libraries were sacred in charscter, teing
built in connection with the temples, and c?igaining, for the
most part, collections of business documents. The library

(2) . .
located at Nippur, less than one hundred miles from the eity

of 3abylon, is a splendid example of s library of tris class.
The Ilardukearchives, however, located at the city of Babylon,
is an exception to the generslization that the Babylonian
libraries were not "extensive literery archives". Perhaps
this exception is explained by the fact that its location at
the capitol city placed it undér the direct supervision of
the state. Here we find the Oriental library in its largest
develcpment, the true "literary archive". The libraries of
Assyria, in contradistinction to those of Babylonia, are found
to be of secular character. Though the great representative
of Assyrian libraries, that of Assur-bani-;w&i)at Nineveh,
was modeled upon the library at Babylon, it did not retain
the secular character of the rarent librar; . Unlike 1its

neighpor, it was a royal library, being located in the palsace

l-,N-_Y.TInﬂepenEbntj;6011519;21, Je. 28, '06.

2. This librsr, was excavated by Frofessor Hilpr:cht, under
the auspices of the Uriversity of Pennsylvanis.

&. The record-rooms in the palace of Assur-bani-pal were dis-

covered by Mr. Layard, 1850, at Louyunjik, on the Tigris,
opposite losul.
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of the illustrious Assyrian sovereign. It was intended for
public utility, and especiaslly for purposes of scholaL%;
activities. Had it not been that this librarg was destroyed
within fifty years after the time of Assur-bani-pal, it might
have entered upon a larger era of development.

The classical age of libraries may be conveniently
separated into three periods, according to the different
stages of their development. The first is the early Greek
period; the second is the Hellenistic period; the third, the
Roman period. For the Greek period, there sare no accounts
extant which make it possible to obtain an sccurate
conception of the character and organization of the libraries.
Our knowledge of them is largely of the naturé of deductions
drawn from scattered statements which are found in works of
late geographers and encyclopaedists. Even for the golden
age of Hellemism, we know little more than that libreries
existed, yet indirect evidence makeé it seem probable that
there were extensive accumulations of books, which were
accessible to the public. For the Hellenistic libraries,
however, we have enough information to be able to determine
an estimate of their character and size. The best
representative of this period, the Alexandrian library,
contained many specimens of Oriental, Greek, and Latin
literature, and employed the most approved methods for

preserving and dieseminating all forms of learning. The

1. Clark, Care of Books, 1901, 4
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number of volumes deposited here has been variously estimated
at from 100,000 to 700,000. 0f the Roman libraries, those
which flourished during the period of the early Roman
Bmperors were purely secular and practical in character.

The largest of them were royal libreries, and contained many
compositions of the Greek writers which served as models for
the development of Roman literature. With the removal of
the imperiel capitol to Constantinople, the Roman libraries
entered upon a new phase of development. It was then that
the Christiean element, which was destined to exert such a
lasting influence upon the succecding centuries, first made
its way into the royal libraries, and thence spread throughout

the empire, and into all parts of Europe.

Without attempting to assign a definite date for the
beginning of the medieval library, it suffices to say that
the new period began when the emphaéis was shifted from the
Roman type of library to the Monastic type. Though the two
types existed side by side for several centuries, yet the
Monastic library became the typical library of the Middle
Ages. The change was brought about by the religious
domination of the Christian, and the political domination
of the German, over the Roman civilization. These fellow-
intruders met upon Roman soil, and the one accepted the

religious guidance of the other. Because his barbarian
mind was more suited to the learning of the church than to
the learning of the Romans, the German temporarily pushed
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the latter aside for the former. Along with the Roman culture,
also disappeared the Roman type of library.

The libraries of Cassiodorus and Isidore of Seville are
excellent representatives of & combination of the pagan and
christian conceptions of a library. In form and arrangement,
they were pagan; but st the same time, in object and content,
ledieval, since they were intended for the edification of the
monks within the monastery. Casgiodorus founded his monastery
at Viverium, in connection with a brotherhood which he established
there. His library, in the sixth century, was in a flourishing
condition, and mainteined a staff of book binders, and a busy
scriptoriu&%) This library was so important that it became a
lively competitor fo the library of Benedict at Monte Cassino
in Italy. The latter, superior in discipline and orgenization,
became in the end the model for practicelly all medieval
libraries. For the library of Isidore of Seville, we have
fuller information, which gives us a more definite conception
of the medieval library. His collection was so numerous that
he had separate presses for depositing certain classes of books.
Above each press was inscribed & verse which may have been
merely commemorative, or may have indicated the class of
literature which was to be contained within the press. The
nemes of the writers under whose portraits these were
inseribed are the following: Origen, Hilary, Ambrose,

Augustine, Jerome, Chrysostom, Cyprian, Prudentius, Avitus,

l. Clark 451‘“Cassioaorus, De Inst. Div. Litt. XXX. 1145-6
kEd. Migne. De Rossi."
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Juvencus, Sedulius, Eusebius, Orosiis, Gregory, Leander, (1)
Theodosius, Paulus, Gaius, Cosmas, Damian, Hippocrates, Galen.
Thus we seec that their libraries were truly medieval, as being
instruments controlled by the Ecclesiastics of the Roman
Church.

After the days of Cassiodorus, Isidorse, and Benediot,
throughout Europe libraries of this type were founded in
connection with all the churches and monasteries. The
purpose of their foundation was to promote the teachings of
the Roman medleval church through the agency of the
missionary monk. The books used for this instruction were
at first chiefly service books but, as the Christian libraries
increased in size, the variety of books became greater. It
is no wonder that, almost without exception, we find that
among the books which were bought, borrowed, or copied from
outside sources, there was a predominance of the early church
fathers. However, with the distribution of the books of the
Roman libraries, wach monastery received its share of the
Roman classics, which were often unwelcome and unappreciated.
The reproduction of books within the scriptorium of the
monastery became the chief occupation of at least the most
learned of the monks. Many were trained for the express
pPurpose; others wrote for the mere pleasurs of writing. To
those who had little literary taste, the copying of manuscripts

was no welcome task. In the medieval period, we find a

1. 1Ibid. ¥.2
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decided scarcity of original texts. The most important of these
are the mediaval chronicles, and the lives of the saints. The
chronicles were historical narratives of a particular locality ov
of the nation. In the latter part of the Middle Ages, these
attained more and more the character of extensive histories,
combining the ecclesiastical with the secular. The lives of
the saints were supernatural in character, conteining for the
most part records of the miracles of the saints.

Until the latter part of the iedieval period, the history
of the foundation of libraries is intimately related to the
history of the monastic orders. The Benedictine order, which
was established at Monte Cassino at the beginning of the sixth
century, had for omne of its provisions certain hours of the
day set aside for the purpose of reading and study. Some kind
of a collection of books was a prersquisite to the fulfillment
of this proviso. The precepts of the Benedioctine house no less
stimulated the longing on the part of the more ambitious members
of the order to amplify the accumulations of books, and likewise
to expand their field of usefulness. As a result, each
Benedictine house, soon after its foundation, established also a
more or less copious collection of useful manuscripts. When
the decline of the Benedictine influence began in the tenth
century, it was revived again by the reformed order of Cluny,
about olz2. By this time, the regulation of librsries had

become such a large part of monastic 1ife that it was found

necessary to provide for them a special keeper of books. Thus,
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in the Customs of the Cluniacs, there is mentioned the ?igle of ¢
the librarian, which is given as Armarius, or Precentor.
Later in the eleventh century, the Benedictines of England still
further amplified the regulations concerning the books of the
library. It is evident that the library had come to be much
more extensively used, since a pledge was required of the
borrower of a bggi. It also devolved upon the Precentor to
give personal attention to the repairing and the preservation of
the books. These same precepts were masintained in the Customs
of the Carthusian order, which was established in the latter

part of the eleventh century. In these Gustoms, provision was

made also for the writing and reproduction of manuscripts. In

the early twelfth century, the Cistercians found i? ?ecessary to
3

add an assistant to share the duties of the Precentor. The
Augustinians and the Premonstratensians also adopted similar
rules for the regulation of their libraries. Thus it is

evident that each order considered that the library was a very

essential and vital part of monastiec life, and consequently each

foundation bent 1ts efforts toward collecting a workable

assemblage of books. It must be remembered, however, that these

libraries whieh were founded in connection with the church were

1.

Antiquiores Consuetudines Cluniacensis —“onesterii. I.62, in
Clark, Care of Books, 67. '

2. Cluk, 73,

3. Guidnard, Les Monuments primitifs de la Re
» Le: Regle Cistercienne, in

Clark, Care of Books, 70. *
40 CIErk. 73.
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intended primarily for ecclesiastical purposes. While their
use was not strictly confined to the monks alone, yet they lacked
much of the public character which had been a feature of the
classical libraries. It was not until the development of the

academic libraries in the latter part of the Medieval period,

that the conception of the library as a public institution came
again into its own. Though the reforms of the different orders
were not always immediately introduced from the continent, yet,

at certain periods of the liddle Ages, England's libraries became
the models for those of neighboring countries. Even in the
period of decline which occured immediately before the Danes
conquered England, Alcuin wrote from Tours to York for books and
scholars with which to carry on his literary labors in the service
of Charles the Gré:%. Through Aleuin, too, the system of

writing which was employed in the English scriptoria was
transported to France, and there imitated in the succeeding
century. Again, the fame of learning in England became so great
in the days of Aldhelm that scholars were attracted thither even
from the distant climes of Greece and Spaii% Thus we see
English libraries were never far behind those on the continent,
and indeed, at certain times, they were at the forefront of
library development. Had English libraries not been so many v
times destroyed by hordes of foreign invaders, there is no doubt

but that their history would have been infinitely more illustrious.

l. Post. ) -
2+ Montalémbert, lionks of thé Wést, IV.217 £f.
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In order to facilitate organization of the facts pertaining
to Medievel English libraries, it will be convenient to group
tham under certain definite divisions. The first significant
point of division comes naturally at the commencement of the
Norman occupation of England. The period dating from the
Roman to the Norman invasion may be termed one of English
individualism in the history of books and libraries. Though
the Irish, Danish, and Roman dements became component parts
of the whole history, still the Anglian element, in the main,
prevailed over them all. During the succeeding period,
however, a new element, that of the Norman-French, penetrated
the whole English social and intellectual existence in such a
manner as to alter many of its individualistic aspects. The
introduction of the several elements into library history of
the first eleven centuries was marked by the hostile invasions
of fierce and warlike neighboring tribes. 1In each instance,
the political domination of the rude and merciless barbarians
Was accompanied by a decline in the development of libraries.

At the same time, the ultimate result of each invasion was a

revival, growing out of a new impetus brought by the conguering
nation.

During the first period, England was reconguered and

repopulated by four different peoples. Soon after the Roman

legions entered the island, the Christian religion began its
subsidiary conquest. During the first six centuries, the

Celtic Church fashioned itself into an effective organization
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with its accompanying culture. Fo sooner had the apex of its
development been attained than the Anglo-Saxons began to make
their protracted inroads of havoc and ruin. The history of
these newcomers was, however, to be molded by the forces with
which they came in contact in their new home. They were,
therefore, hardly settled before they began to avail themselves
of the instruction proffered them by Celtic missionaries from
the north. Within a century, also, ecclesiastics from the
south brought to them the Roman form of the Christian Church.
The acceptance and adoption of the latter meant for England a
new period of development when the superiority of the Roman
church began to shape for England all cultural activity for
several cénturies to come. This development was not destined
to be left unmolested, however, for the ninth century was
disturbed by fresh incursions under the Danes. Thees invasions
meant for the libraries a check, amounting well-nigh to ruin.
But the resolute labors of the Benedictine monks occasioned a
vigorous revival, which endured until the latter part of the
eleventh century.

With the advent of William the Comgueror and his followers, ,
the éecond veriod in the develoyment of libraries began. At
that_tipe, English individualism began to give way before
Normen-French institutions which were brought with the
Conqueror's superior civilization. The organization of the

libraries from then fell into the control of various reformed

monastic orders which had flourished upon the continent.
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English abbote were replaced by Horman abbots, who brought
with them a more extensive use of the Greek and Roman classiocs,
and many specimens of French and Italian literaturs. The
result of the change of the content of the English libraries
was the gradual altering of the conception of their objeet.
Scholars became discontent with the o0ld idea of using the
library merely as & means of maintaining monastic discipline,
and desired to use it as a convenient storehouse where
scholarly research could be carried on. Consequently, during
the later Middle Ages, the old English monastic library ghve:

Place to one of more public, and comprehensive, and workable

character.

Our knowledge of early Celtic methods of book accumulation
and production is, unhappily, confined to vague and indefinite
allusions found in the literatég; of the early centuries. For
the first five hundred years, there is no extended contemporaneous
account of the libraries. A history for the Celtic period is,
therefore, impossible, but an imperfect knowledge of them may

1. Bede, Eccleeiastical History, Ed. by Miller, Thomas. 1890,
I.4. The other important sources for this period are Gildas;

the records of early church councils (for references, see Lingard,
‘Hist. of Anglo-Saxon Church, I.6, n. 2&%3); and various continental
writers. %he extent of Roman influence, indicated by very early
trade relations and the activity of the Roman legions, and by the
Dumerous Roman coins found here, strengthens the opinion that by
the end of the third century there must have developed well
organized Christian communities in Britain. Tac. Agricola, 24;
Leland's Itinerary, I.28, 31, 80, 121; V.60, 62, 66 ff.
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e gathered from the story of the flourishing church life then
established in the British Isles. |
Christianity in the British Isles datéd, in all probability,

(1)

from ear1¥ %oman occupation. The British converts shared the
2

vicissitudes of their continental brethern in the reign of "the
tyrégé Diocletian”. Among the martyrs of these days of
persecution were Julius, Aaron, and St. Alban. The latter
was afterward honored by having the famous monastery of that
name founded in his memo£§3 Nor was England free from heretiﬁ&.
S0 dangerous, indeed, had the Pelagian heresy become that the
missionaries Germanus and Liupus were sent to annul its evil
influence. Ireland, less than twenty leagues across the sea,
was not untouched by Christianity. Palladgzé, from Gaul,
Preached around the neighborhood of Wicklow, but, being
unsucceggful, retired to Britain where he soon died. Soon
after Palladius, the Celts became enlightened by the missionary
éxertions of the illustrious saints, Patrick in Ireland, and
Columba at Iona.

What we know of the Celts' knowledge and use of books before
St. Patrick's time, rests largely upon deductions drawn from
these facts in church history. Surely, where there was

commercial, military, and religious intercourse between the

1. Anf., 14,

2. Bede 1.6,7; Gildas, 9-18.

3. Gildas, 9. :

4. "The British church of this period, indeed proved its
interest in theological guestions by the most vigorous and
satisfactory proofs. It produced a heretic." Stokes, G. T.,
Ireland and the Celtic Church, 12.

5. Bede, 1.10; St. Patrick's Confessions, in Stokes, 13-14.
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Romans and the Celtic Tribes, there was also an intellectual
intercourse. Le{i;d seems to have found "writings corruptid"®,
along with Roman coins, in Lincolnshire. Pallaéi&s is seid
to have left books in Irelégé. But with the coming of St.
Patrick into Ireland, there is more definite information
concerning the story of books among the British Celts. Ireland
became filled with bustling churches and monastéi%es. In the
words of Irelend's patron saint, "The sons of the Scots became
monks, and their Princes' daughters virgins of Christ, in
numbers more than I can count®. These monasterles presented
the appearance of small villages, with a single hut for each
monks and churches where, in all probability, their books were
keég. Around these buildings was & prohibitory wall within
which the monks occupied themselves with study and writing
Prayers and psalms. The diligence of thé monks opened the
path for a new learning among the Celts. St. Patrick adopted
the use of the Latin alphabet for ecclesiastical writings, with
the result that Latin and, later, Greek learning was introduced

(6)
into the Island. He is sald to have made copies of the

1. TLeYend"s Itinerary, 1.28.
2. Ante, 5.

3. Savage, 01d English Libraries, 3.

4. letter to 5cro%Icus, In Trenholme, The Story of Iona. St.
Patrick brought monasticism from Gaul, where he was educated.
It was probably, therefore, an adaptation of the Eastern type.
&. Trenholme, 18. See Bury, Life of St. Patrick, 174, 184-6.
6. "The knowledge of Greek which had almost vanished in the
west became so widely diffused in the schools of Ireland, that

if any one knew Greek, it was assumed that he must have come

from Ireland." Sendys, l1.438-9. This applies to the later
fifth century.
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alphabet with his own hand and to have distributed them among
his converts. The sources from which he drew the learning
which he thus disseminated were probably Gaul and Rome. Lany
books of religious instruction and guidance were furnished to
him by thé Tope and the prelates of the church. Some of
these; the wary missionaries deposited at the royal town of
Taré? St. Patrick converted the king to the new religion
after he had demonstrated the superiority of his miracles
over those of the druid chieggz His books were put to the
test of fire and water, and the good spirits preserved them
from injury.

St. Patrick and his followers were not remiss in augmenting
the collection of books by means of literary contributions of
their own. Two works deserve special mention as being
undoubtedly productions of St. Patrick's own éigd. These are
his Confessions, and his Letter Against Coroticus. Other
documents of more or less value, which'may have been composed
by his followers, are Dicte Patricii, Ecclesiastical Canons
of St. Patrick, Irish Hymns ascribed to St. Patrick, and Hymn
of St. Sechmall. These writings reveal a gross illiterary,
yet thpy were the impetus which awakened Ireland's brilliant

literary career of the seventh, eighth, and ninth centuries.

1. "The Saint proceeds to Taras with eight men and & little
page carrying the book-wallet." In Elton, 14.

2. Elton, 15.

3. The authenticity of these is discussed in the excellent
appendix of Bury's Life of St. Patrick, 2£26-46.
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iIn thé-latter part of the sixth centur¥ 5565), st.

Columba and his twelve followers came to Io%a. The new
monastery which they founded here was modeled upon monasteries
of Ireléﬁé. The huts were small and made of rude pieces of
wood. The library, which was a part of each monastery, was
also housed in‘one of these rude huts. The monks were
busily engaged in all forms of work, from farming to writing
and stpdying the Scriptures.. Begutiful menuscripts were
produced, and Columba became one of the most ardént_scribes
in his monastery. The famous Book of Kells is an example
.of the beautiful work which was produced two centuries 1afer.
The texts of several manuscripés)have been preserved, and,
although they have been ascribed to the hand of Columba, it
is ﬁrobéble that they were written at a muéh later date.
Columba was a collecto£433 well as a producer of books, and,
according to one tiadition. he transcribed three hundred
copies of a2 Fsalter. Many of these pieces of iiterature
were distributed among the disciples of Chriétianity. The
Saint, though passionately devoted to his books, gave his
goabels to enrich the collection of books at the church at
Swords, and a precious manuscript which he had obtained at
Tqura; to the church at Derry. The monks not only wrote

new books, but made abundant use of their general collection

1. Bede, V.9. Trenholme, 25. Neander, Cemeral History of

Christian Religion and Church, III.1l0.
£. WIsﬁarf. IEQ.

8. Putnam, Books and their Makers, I1.46.
4. FNeander, II.125.
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a8 an instrument of learning and instruction. Among the
important monasteries founded by Columba and his assoclates -
were trkose of Derry, Bangor, Aghabo, Artchain, and Hinba
Ialé%&. His influence was further established at Kells, in
Meath, (from which the famous Book of Kells has wrongly
derived its name); at Durrow in the south; and at Swords in
Dublin. Among a2ll these, Ions became most famous as the
cultural center of the Celtic oéﬁ}ch.

From the beginning of the preeminence of the Roman church
in the British Isles, Irish libraries began soomer or later
to be modeled on the Benedictine plan. Their history is one
of equal splendor with that of English libraries during nearly
the whole period until the Norman conguest. Indeed, much of
the glory of English learning during this period is drawn
from Irish scholarship. The libraries attracted throngs of
English students, who eagerly sought education in the Irish
schoo{gz Gildas, the first native English historisan,
Ethelwin, bishop of Lindsay, Oswald and Aelfrith, kings of
Northumbria, and Alcuin, ail at one time or another came to
Ireland for the same purpose. Irish monks exhibited a con-
siderable knowledge of classical and theological literature.

Augustine, a monk of the seventh century, guoted Eusebius,

1. Trenholme, 35-41. Columbanus founded Luxeull end Bobbio;
and St. Gall, the monastery of Gall, in Switzerland. Thus
Iona's influence was felt on the continent.

2. Bede, III.1l5.

3. Savaege, 8, 9.
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Jerome, Philo, Cassius, Origen, and Anguétine. Dungsl,

Donatus, and Clement were renowned(s?holars who transported
1 .
the fame of Ireland to the continent. In the ninth

c¢entury, John Scotus was'presaed into the service of Charles
the Bald, and introduced into his court the study of Greek.
Erigena possessed a thorough knowledge of Martianus Capella,
and the Greek fatheré, Basil, Chyrsostum, and Gregory
Nazianzen. He waes familiar with the works of Plato, and
became famous for his translation of"Dionysius the Areopagite”.

The books of this eafIY Irish period were housed in the
2

monasteries of the land, In the ninth and tenth centuries,

there were special rooms provided for the books, and special

librarians were employed. The Irish developed & peculiar

method of storing their books, which was not prevalent
elsewhers. They often kept them in rectangular boxes, or

dumdoch. As the monks went from place to place, they

carried them in satchels which were h?g on the monastery wall

and served as shelves when not traveling. In the seventh

and eighth centuries, writing became the fashion in the
No higher honor could be given to a monk
St. Patrick and Columba

‘Irish cloister.
than to say that he was a soribe.
were famous for the manuseripts which they produced.  From

I°na.Athe Irish style of writing spread to Northumbria and

és Tocated in the palace school

1. " Senfys, T.46%. Clement v
arian, became bishop of

;i Charles; Donatus, an Irish gramn
©80l1i; Dungal was in Italye.

* Savage, 12.

* Savage, 17-22.
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there was slavishly imitated. The Lindisfarne gospel 1is
8 good example of the Northumbrian imitation of Irish
models. |

At the same time that Iona was becoming the northern
cultursl center of the Celtiec chureh, the Saxon hordes
began to push the old Roman-Celtic learning of England
farther and farther towérd the west. In the latter part
of the sixth century, in the same year as the death of
Columba, St. Augustine with his company of monks arrived
at Canterbury, where he founded, first, Christ Church, and
afterward, the Cathedral and Benedictine Abbéy of St. Peter

and St. Psul. With the coming of the Benedictines into

(1)

‘England, the Celtic monasteries began to give place to those

of the recently founded Roman order. By this time, the

Anglo-Saxons had become the political masters of the island

and were prepared to eagerly aveil themselves of the
Instruction and guidance of these Roman monks, whose efficiency
8ppealed strongly to their fierce natures. Consequently,
after almost a century of conflict, the prestige of Rome

became firmly established at the Council of Whitby, 664.

Tha significance of this event in the history of libraries

1lies in the fact that from then on -the Benedictines had &

Clear field in which to multiply and strengthen the foundations
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of their order. With their strong organizations, always
came a recognition of the worth of libraries, and special

provisions were made for book collecting and book producing.



CHAPTER I

EARLY MEDIEVAL LIBRARIES

The first Anglo—Saxon'library was founded in 597 in the
town of Canterbury, by the Benedictine churchman, St. Augusti;%{
It was Gregory the Great who provided the nucleus’of this
library which was to become so famous through the coming
centuries. The early equipment which Gregory sent upon its
migsion to the "Angles" was & gift of nine beautiful volumes,
the names of which are still extant. These books were The
Holy Bible, in two volumes; the Psalter; the Gospels; another
Psalter; arother copy of the Gospels; the (Apooryphal) Lives

of the Martyrs; an exposition of the Gospels and Epistlgi.
Because of their ecclesiastical cheracter, these books were.

at first kept within the church, and appear to have been

placed above the altar. For & century the story of this first
library in Britﬁ%% is almost entirely blank. However, lay 27,

669 Pope Vitalius, upon the solicitatioﬂ,of 0swia, King of
) 4)

Northumbria, dispatched Theodore of Tarsus, & very learned man,

1. Bede, I.17; Dugdale, lonasticon Anglicanum, 1830, 1.8%:
"Acecording to Somner, the foundation of Christ Church in

Canterbury was laid by Lucius, the first Christian King of
3ritain, and St. Augustine, when he had converted King
Ethelbert, repaired the same, said to be then standing."

2. Dugdale, I.81; See also, Eltonm, 19
Z. Bede, I1.16. Bede's authority was Albinus, the first

L Py }

English abbot of Augustine's house.
4. Bede, Iv'l

[4
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(1)
to Britain, along with abbot Adrian. The katter was also a

man of great learning, and was sent with Theodore because he
had twice been to France, and was therefore well acquainted
with the journey. Benedict Biscop, who foﬁnded Waarmoﬁth

and Yarrow, in Korthumbria, ih the early part of the century,
received them, and condéi%ed them to Canterbury. These two
scholars from the South brought with them a large quentity

of boéﬁg. Among & gift of books which was leter, by will, left
to this library were "the Psalter of David end sundry homilies
in Greck and Latin, Hebrew also, and some other Greek authors,
beautifully wr%ggen on thick paper with the name.of this

Theodore prefixed." Canterbury became even more famous under
Theodore than it had been under Augustine. On his arrival,
he travelled through the whole island "wherever the English

lived and men settled. ... and the abbot Adrian travelled

with him. ... As they were well trained in knowledge, both
sacred and profane, they assembled a large féllowing of pupils.
Along with the holy books and ecclesiastical discipline,»they
taught and instructed them in metre and astronomy and grammar.
The clear proof was that their pupils were well trained in
both Greek and Latin, and these langusges Were as familiar to

(4)
them as their own."” The pupils of these men were drawn from

1' POBt- :
2. Bede, 1V.2; Warton, Eistory of English Poetry, 1871, I.195.

3. Elton, 18; Savage, 26.
4. Bede, IV.Z2.
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the higher class. Among their famous disciples were Tobias,
bishop of Rochester, who also becane versec in the Greek and
Latin tongues. The enterprising missionaries took with then
psalters and caéggs. the Gospels, and other books of instruction
for the use of their new converts. Chanting was introduced
from Xcnt into the North and West, where it had not been ig
use hitherto. It is evident that the library must have
greatly augmente. its stock of books in order to be able to
provide an additional supply to these wandering imstructors.

Nor were the monks at Canterbury idle in reproducing copies of
the books needed, for even Theodore speaks of having made a

(1)
copy of the canon with his own hand.

Through the indefatigable efforts of Theodore and his
helpers, Kent had now become the center of learning in the
South of England. To the Forth West at the momastery of |
ﬁalmeggdry, one of Canterbury's most notable pupils, Aldhelm,
laid the foundation for a new literary center which was to
exist throughout the middle ages. This monastery, which had
bee? founded by Mardulf, an Irish scholar and teacher of
Aldhg{m. soon developed ome of the most important libraries
in England. The Celtic influence had therefore not dis-
appeared from the center of England, and was combined with the new
learning wnich was developed here. During the period that
Aldhelm was abbot, Malmesbury attracted scholars from all

(¢)
perts of England and even Greece and Spain. This famous

%- Bede, IV.5
. Bede, V.16

3. Sandys, T,450-451
4. MYontelembert,Monks of the West, IV.217-285
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school was equipped with books of varied learning which
amounted to & considerable library. Aldhelm is said to have
been able to read the Bible in Hebrew, which is a proof that
even at this date there must have been Hebrew manuscripts in
the llalmesbury library. Interesting in the same connection
is the frequent use he made of the lives of the saints, and
his quotations from Isidore, the Recognitions of Clement, Acts

of Sylvester, writings of Sulpicius, Severus, Athenasius,

Gregory, Eusebius, Jeroms. In his Latin verse he alludes to

Aristotle, Terence, Vergil, EHorace Juvenal, Persius, and

(1)
Lucan. Among the works which his own genius had added to

the library were--"an exce%l?nt book against the error of
2
the Britain"; De Virginitate, in metre and prose; also

dissertations upon the detsiis of grammer, crosody, metrical rules
and Latin versification. These noble works receive high

(2)
praise from the Venerable 3ede and from William of lalmesbury,

& chroniclsr of the twelfth century.

In connection with Aldhelm's activities as & vook collector,
there is an interesting incident which occurred whiie he was
8till seceking his education at the Canterbury school. "Aldhelmn
learned that ships from France had touched at Dover. On

receiving this news he went to Dover, hoping to find among

their cargoes books or other articles of use to the church. He

did discover many books, and onein particular of which, after

carefully examining he asked the price. The sailore, seelng

(3)

him so poorly clad, pushed him away." The story continues

1. Savage, 29; Sandys, History of Classioal Scholarship, 1903,
1.450-51

2. 3Bede, V.18-19; William of ialmesbury, I.Z2

3. lontalembert,1v.217-225
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to relate how a storm began to rage, and it was only through
the prayers of Aldhelm that the danger was averted. The
gratitude oi the sailors was so great that they willingly
presented him with the book of his desire. It was a complete
Bible, 0ld and New Testament, which he later carried to
Valmesbury to grace the library of that momnastery. This story
is an evidence of at least a limited book trade between zngland
and the continent. English libraries were already secking
additions of literature in the foreign countries.

During the period of activity of the great literary centers
of Cantervbury and mélmesbury, there was similar setivity in the
Sorth. In Sorthumbria _indisfarne became one of the greatest

L

monastic centers o§15he island-. Its foundation is ascribed to

the intluence of Iona, through the agemcy of 3t. Aidan. The

fame of hie monastery spread throughout the islanc, end his
associates sided meterisl y in disscminating knowledge even

ac:0ss the seas. Lindisfarne developea great skill in the

production of manuseripts, of which the best example is the

Lindisfarne Gospels. This famous manuseript is supposed to '

have been written by <tedfrith (d. 521). It is wonderiully

(1)
wrought , and bears traces of Feapolitan influence, Which may

1. Bede IV.1,2 .
"A point of great interest quite recently discovered is that

each gos-el is preceded by a list, in the order of the gospel
itself, of Saints' days, beasts, vigils, ete., on which passages
from that gospel were read; that ig to say, the first days
recorded are those on which passages from the first chacter were
read, and so on. In 1891 a 3enedictine monk observed that

the lists clearly proved that the liturgy thus summerized

was that of Naples, and was of extreme interest, being more than
two centuries older than the oldest known Neapoiitan calendar.

But how was it possible for an early calendar of Naples to
appear in a Gospel vooxk written et _indisfarne, in the seventh

century? The mnswer is supplied by Bede, who, in describing
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have been transported to England with the seme Adrian (formerly
abbot of a monastery nesr Naples) ﬁho was & fellow missionary
of Theodores oif Tarsus. Aidan's secular and eccleslastical
pupils salike were compelled to occupy themselves diligently
étudying scriptures and other holy writings in order to im-
bibe “the milk of gentle doctrine”. The rays of light from
.indisfarne penetrated into many distriets of England.
' Lastinghan was founded soon afterward, and here one scholar
whose name was Owini repéggea, "ot to live idle, but to labor,
'and as he was less capable of stuuying he applied himsel?f
earnestly to manuel work, the while better instructed monks
wefé>indoors readgég." Whitby abbey, one of Northumbria's
most famous abbeys, was founded by Hild, who was a pupil of
Aidan's. In 657 sh. founded 'this monastery in fulfillment
of a vow.

The testiimony of one who fell directly under Hild's in-
fluence is th=t she countenencec in her monastery no languid-
ness or insctivity, in cornection with studyin: aﬁd_é?gting.

As proot of this ther: are cite. the nemes Bose, Etla, Oftfor,

John, and Wilfrid, who were without exdeption "men of great

the early work of Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury,
after his arrival in Englsnd in 668, says that in his pere-
grination of England he was accompanied by one Adrisn, formerly
abbot ot a monastery near Naples. (See Bede) At Lindisfarne
the archbishop was to consecrate St. Aidan's new cathedrel, and
there car be no reasonable doubt that the abbot brought with
him some volumes from his own abbey. and that the monks of Holy
Island took the dSpportunity of trenseribing for their own use,
this volume." Xadan, 92 ff., anti,

%. gede, Ilgés
3. ngg?efv.24; Dugdale, I1.405. Before this she had
founded & smell -onastexr; near by, called Hartlepool.
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learning and holiness." Thus, Bose later becsme bishop of
York; Etla becare bishop of Dorchester, in Thames; John becanme
bishop of Hexham; and Wilfrid became bishop of Yé%ﬁ- The names
0of all of these men sre famous in library history, either for
enlarging their own libraries by compositions of their own or
by giving treir les=rned su?port to struggling libraries in other
localities. It was Wiléﬁid, a8 novice of Lindisfarne, who
extended, through his travels abroad, the influence of the Roman
church and the Benedictine order in Forthumbria. Before his
ti e, Yorthumbria had depended largely upon the Celtic guidance
of Iona, which had, however, served to save that country from
intellectusl ruin. Wilfrid was also famous &s & book collector,
and we have an account ol a'gift 0¥ a book of gospels on purple
vellunm which he presented to the library of his church at Ripon.
This book was beautifuli; wrought, and its covers were set with
(3) (43 (5)

precious stones. At Zindisfarne, in 688, was produced the
famed Gospels of St. Cuthbert, which has hed such & varied history
in other 1libraries of ZIngland. ’

Benedict 3iscop, who had escorted Theodore of Tarsus to
his new episcopate, formed the most fhm?u? libreries of L
Northumbris--those of Wearmouth'and Yarrgw. Like many other

monasteries, these were built as a resuit of the patronage of the

1‘ Bede. IV.24
2. Bede, Irl.20; Savage, 31l.
3. Elton, 19, 20

4. Bede, III.20; Elton, 12 . A

5. Elton, 18. “"Iater this manuseript was carried to Ireland by
wanderins monks. In 995 it was taken to Durhax, and in the

twelfth century returmed to zindisfarne, where it remained until

the dissolution of the monasteries, when its golden covers were

torn off. Through tie Cottonian Library it was finally de-

pgsi ed in_the British Museum."

6. ugdale, I.501
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(1)

Northumbrian King. Having royal guardisnship, the libraries
0o+ these monasteries flourished for centuries and are reférred
to in contrast to meny snother of the time, as"Great libraries.”

Bened%c? has beer celeBrated throughout the eenturies for his
b
travels in search of books, and indeed he is the Richard de

Bury of the scventh century. 3iscop undertook five long and
tedious jourunies to Rome, each ti.e returninz with a great store
of books to enrich his library. These books consisted of ex-
amples 5f 211 branches of sacred liter=ature. On his fourth
journey he obtained books at Vienna, and on ?is last journey, in
685, he zreatly increased his store of cla;gics. He was not
content to bring back with him his books alons, but brought also
paintines of sacred subjects, whereby he was able to impart to
his monks some <nowledge of the arts of RHome. The abbot John
he brought’with his "to teach for twelve sonths in his monastery
the musi: he had learmed st St. Peter's.” Then "John taught
viva zggg the singers in the monastery the order and practice

of song. He also committed to writing all that was necessary
for the course of the year in the celebrstion of feast days, and
set it down in & book, which is still kept in the same monastery,

(4)
and since then has often been copied by many everywhere around.”

Benediet, by his purchases ol booxs abroad, and his encouragement

of literary production at hoze mus? have created very estimable

libraries at Wearmouth and Yarrow.

1. At this date, Egfrid. ., . .
2. Dugdale, I.501. The dates of these journies as given by

Dued =z, 665, 667, 671, 685. se also Montalmbert, V.139
3.7980545 278285
4. Bede, IV.Z21
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This sam . John also pressnted Wearmouth with a number of

, (1) .
vaiuable books. Hiw own writings indicate his profound xnowledge

of the Greek and Roman languages, and literature. Fronm his

treatise on metre and his "Liber Retractionun", the extent of his

knowledge of Greex is ascertasined. Latin suthors which are oiten

gquoted by him are Cicero, Vergil, and Horace, as well as Varro.
Ee was well versed in h_story, being acqua%g?ed witl: Jerome's
edition of Eusebius, eand Augustine and Isidore. Eis zeal did
not fai. him even upon his death bed, for it was ?%? last wish to
have the library which he hed transported fro:z Rome carefully
preserved and cared for.

Ceolfrid took as gréat pains to augment Biscop's collections

of Dooks as Benedict did himself. Among other books which he
obtained were & curious systexz of cosmography, which in later
years Alfred was so eager to obtain that Le exchanged a large

piece of land for it. He had also two complete copies of the

Bible, made from the version of Jerome which he had brought from

Rome. A letter of Ceolfrid's wh%g? 3ede has preserved to us

records his intimete knowledge oI Plato. The libreries under

the control of Ceolfrid doubled in size during his lifetime. .

1. Elton 12, 20

2. Sendys 1.452

3. Se¢ Edwards, I.107

4. Xin: Alfred oi Forthum
this much-coveted »0 k.

. Putnam, 1.96

. See further “ontalembert,IV.200

bria granted eight hides (800 acres) for
See fdwards, I.107
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. 8y his collections oi vooks he made possible the education and
training of Rede, the father of English histor , who himsclf
contributed to the library of Wearmouth. Frozm that author's own
description of h.s labors in this library it is evid?gg that

there was no small collection of books to be found here. He

tells us that from childhood he loved learning, aud that he became a
priest in the monmasteriss of St. Peter and Paul at TWearmouth and
Yarrow. Herz he co:zposed the boéié whick havs worn for him the
distinetion o1 being thé greatest historian since the days of

(3)
Tacitus. He did, irn the words of a .ater chronicler, "dazzle the

whole earth with the briliiancy of his learning."”

Among other famous Benedictine libraries of this period is 7
the nmonastie library of Glastoubury. This library was richly
stored with bqoks. anc the monks were constantly cmployea in
transeribing new volumes to add to those already contained within
it. The libraries of Glo£g;ster Abbe, and sarrow in Ilercia,
Croyland and ily on Theames, Licnfiel.d, Petertorough, Hexhax, where
Acca collected histories and sacred writings, Exeter, where
Boniface taught, all eontributed thzir share in making the British
Isles, during this period, far tsmed in letters.

But the gliory of Northumbris was the librar, situated at York.
The period of its ascendancy was in the eighth century, at the time

(6) ,
of Aleuin. The founder of this library was Zobert, bishop of/

York. The libr:ry was situsted in his cathedral, and contained

1. Bede, V.22

2. Appezdix A

B. Williem of Jalmesoury, Chronicle of the Xings of England. Ed.
Giles, 1889, 1.3 -almesbury's source is Alcuin

4. Dugdale I.9

5. Tugdale I1.9; I1.540; Bede IV, 3, Savege,32.

6. Willias of almesvury I.1ii.62
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both Gree< aau Latin manuscripts. Alcuin came to York as a student
and later was made descon and librarian of the cathedrsl librery.

He probably had Greexz books in his library, because Gree< learning
formerly brought in by Theodore of Tarsus, had extended its
influence through the country. Bowever, the Greek classics which
are mentioned may have been in the form ot Latin translationms.

The books which were usea in his school comsisted of all the old
¥edievel suthorities, as 3oethius, Cassindorus, Isidore, and Bede.
So farous did his library become that many scholars from afar were
attracted by it, and he himself was called to the continent to
conduct the Palace school of Charlemagne. From letters which he
wrote baci to Charles Augustus, a conception may be gained of

the esteem in which the York library'was heid. "Give me more
polished volumes of scholsstic learning, such as I usec to have in
nmy own country, through the industr, or Archbishop Egbert, znd if
it please your wisdom, I will send some of our youths who may
obtzin there whatever is necessary, andi bfing bacx to France the

flowers of 3ritain; that the garden of ‘aradise mey n?i)be York,

but that some of its science may be transferred to Tours.”

In his letters to Aethelhard of Centerbury. Eanbold of York, and

Athelbert of Hexharm, he continually urges the continued study of

the Seriptures. In the school o1 rork, the students made use of

meny of the great clessics ?E%Ch contributed largely to its fame.
S0 interesting =re the verses ir which .[louin recorded the names

of at least the ~ost important authors contaired ir his library,

<. Ibiad Aleuin and the Rise of Christien Schools,

£. Translation of West,
35-36, f;om Versus de Sanctis Eboracersis Ecclesise, 11.,1535-61
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that it will not be amiss to quote his rythmical catalog.

"There shalt thou find the volumes that contain

£11 the ancient fathers who remain.

There 8ll the Latin writers mske their hone,

With those that glorious Greece transferred to Rome,--
The Hebrews draw from their celestian stream

But Africa is bright with learning's beam.

Here shines what Jerome, Ambrose, Hilary thought,
Or Athenasius and Augustine wrought,

Crosius, Zeo, Gregory the Great

Tear Basil and rulgentius corfuscate

Grave Cassiodorus and John Chrysostom

Fext Master 2ede and learred Aldhelm come,

%hile Victorinus and Boethius stand

Witk "liny =nd Fompeius close at hand.

Wise Aristotle looks on Tully neer.
Sedulius and Juvencus, Clement, Prosper, too..
Paulinus and Arator. Next we view
Lactantius, rortunstus, ranged in line
Virgilius Zaro, Statius, lucan shine,

Donatus, Priscien, Prolius, Phocas, start

The r0ll of masters in grammetic art.
Eutychius, Servius, Pompey, each extend

The list--Comminisn brings an end.

There sheglt thou find, O reesd:r, many more
Fared for their style, the masters of old lore,
Whose many volumes singly to rehearse

Were far too teaious for our present verse."
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However fervent might be the prayers of Alcuin, who had
judiciously betaken himself to the safe haven of Charles' oourt,
they Were'no§ able to avert the danger which was threatened
by the presence of the Danes in his mother country. Though
Europe's learning had for centuries been attracted to the
British Isles, the day had srrived when her monasteries and
libraries were to perish before the advance of the marauding
Vikings. The first victims were the libraries of the monasteries

(1)

of Lindisfarne, Wearmouth, and Yarrow.- Within a few years

Yelrose, Tynemouth, and Peterborough underwent a similar fate.
The fame of York wes destined to be stifled and extinguished, and
thus the most splendid of all Northumbrian libraries perished

without hope of resuseitation. England fought desperately for

her very life, but she was forceu to forfeit her civilization
at the hand of these resolute warriors. Then Alfred of Wessex,
animated by a desire to revive his nation and its learning,
became the pérsonification of the most assiduous oppoeition.
His weapon was not his sword, alome, but also his untiring
literary labors, in behalf of his people. His greatest desire
was to elevate learning to its former prestige, and his efforts

were not without results. Alfred lemented that the churches
which had formerly conteined numerous libraries were burned,

together with the books which were contained in them; and that

1. Wearmouth‘was destroyed 867, Yarrow 973. Both later
e o Dugdale I.502-506.

became cells to the monastery of Durham.
Yedeshamstede, afterward called Peterborough, and Croyland,

were destroyed in 870. Dugdale, I.344-346.
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all people Were so occupied in the preservation of their own
lives that they had no tize for the permwsal of books.

Co-laborers with Alfred in his momentous task were scholars
whom he sought out in the furtherest parts of Britain as well
as on the continent. Werefrith bishop of the church of (1)
Worcester, aided him in translatioms of Latin works into English.
Amons his assistants were Plegmund, Ethelsten, and Werewulf,
all of thex lercians by bii%g. "But the king's commendable
avarice could not be gratified even in this; wheretore he sent
beyond the seas to Gaul and invited thence Grimbald, priest and
monk, a venersble man and a good singer....and most learned in
the holy secripture. He obtained from thence John, a priest and
monk....leerned in all kinds of literary sciéiie.“ In the next
} paragraph the biographer of Alfred states that "In these times, I,
also came into Saxony....,' and recounts at length his Journey
thither, and his labors for his beloved sovereign. These men
assisted materislly in making possible Alfred's literary reforms,
for he had them always at hand to read to him, OLZ)tO transeribe
those of his favorite authors whom he saw fit to bestow uyon
his people. Through the services of these men Alfred must have
acc?g?lated a number of books, for he himself devoted a tﬁird of
his tire to reading and studying. Alfred attempted to replace
the monasteries which had fallen into decay ' for it wae by means
of them that he could best preserve his précidus books, and en;

. (3)
large his librsries. Ee established one for monks at Athelney

1. 4sser, Life of Alfred, in Giles, Six 0l1d English Chronicles,
186£.70 - 3

2. &4sser, Life of Alfred, 76, 84, 85.

3. Asser, 79-82
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a plece well suited for protection against msrauders, being
surrounded by impasssble marshes.  He found difficulty in
procuring learned monks to fill this monastery, and bad to
gather all kinds of priests from every quarter into his service.
For nuns he erected a monastery at Shaftesbury, and placed his

own daughter, Ethelgiva, as its abbess. He urged upon the

inmates of monasteries diligence in studying and reading. To

educate his subjects he established and encouraged schools. In
the royal school in which'his ohiié;en were educatec, both Latin
and Saxor books were collscted and studied. Thé students

learned psalms and Saxor poems. Alfred's historian mentions with

pride that writing was taught here. The books which were
selected for trenslation were The Universel History of Orosius,
3ede's HKeclesiastical Histor; of England, Gregory's Curia
Pastoralis Gregory's Dialogues, and St. Augustine's Soliioquies.
Ee preparg& a Handbook, corntairing psalmé, prayers, anu texts of
Scripturéf)- Thus the first step of Alfred in the restoration
of libraries, was the restoration of the monasterieé. The :
second step wes the encouragement of study and writiﬁg of

literature, which he promoted by means of the Anglo-Saxon trens-

letions o1 Medieva. Fathers. -

1. Asser, 68
2. Wiliiem o7 lalmesbury,

II.4; .sser, 63-79; Sandys, 48%2.
8. Savege, 39 |
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After thec death of Alfred Ingland entered upon the

darkest period of her literary history, the early part of the

tenth century. Owing to the decline of the Benedictine rule in

England, and for that matter, in the rest of Europe, the interest

in libresries also declined. Few references are to be Iound

concerning their existenmce, or to the use of books. There

were latent forces, however, which improved the possivilities

for a leter reviva.. There is & story of a gift of nire

volumes being presentei by Zing Athelstan to St. Augustine's

Abbey. This collection included Isidor , De Natuﬁg)Rerum. Persius

Donatus, Alcuin, Sedulius, and poseibly a work of Bede. There

is also an account of & donat.on written in letters.of gold in

the book of the gospels, gifen to the church at Glaséggbury.
WhenvDunstan (924-988!) becanme Abbot'of Glaestonbury and

afterward Archbishop of Canterbury, the re-introduction of the

Benedictine rule bég;n. From childhooG Zunstan had "loved

the vain soﬁgs of(ancinnt hesthendom, the trifling legends and

the funeral chants%) And it was indeed a fortunsate circumsfance

for the history of libraries that his talented services were

exployed at Glastonbury. Hig interest in sacred writings was

a vital one, and as g result we'fiud hir busily engaging his

mornks in the transoeription of many manusecripts. He, himself,

became proficient in the art of manusceript writing, and his

monastery became far-famed for the beautiful work which he

produced. His services along the line of multiplication of

libreries were inestimable, for it was through his influence that
mapy monssteries wer?4§ounded. eachk with its collection of books
and its busy seriptoriunm

3. Wn. of Nalmesbury, II.7
1. Savage, 40
2. Sandys, 483 4. Blton, 26
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Zunstan ani his asgociates %n reform found an enthusiastie
patron in the invalid kiag, Edréaz-who sent =nglish scholars t-
the continent in order to receive instruct%i? at the hands of
the monastic reformers at Fleury. Aethelwold, abbot of
Abingdon (954) became an sble auxiliary in introducin: these
reforus into England. The o0ld monastery oi ledeshamstede, which

hea been destroyei 87C, by th:s Danes, he restored to a new era

2z

of influence in the year of 970. The monasteries of Clastonbury,
Abingdon Winchestar, ana Canterbury became ths centers from L

which(g?ny Benedictine monasteries were, in the next five decades,
established. These monasteries became famous during this period

for their collections of books, and the wonderful manuscripts
which were produced in their sceriptoriums.

Dunstan becamc an examnple to his followers in the art of
illuminetion. He is said to have transcribed many books, among
thex An_lo-Saxon charterz, anc to have decorated them exquisitely
with re.arkable paiéiings. An 0ld "nglish chronicle.written in
the latter part of the ninth century, was first found at
Winchester and transferred, before it was finished, to Christ
Church, Cantsrbury. Another Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, ending in

977, is also an ezampls of the art of Canterbur, writing. The

Lbingdor Chronicle, continued to 106?5’13 an>ther bveautiful

exampls oI an Anglo-Saxon chronicle. These are truly

1. Dugdal-, 1.506. According to Ingulphus, he was ab:ot in 948

2. Tugdale, I.34<

3. Savage 41,4%; Dugdale, I.190; 344

4. Hardy, Descr}gpive Catalog of llaterials Rulating to British
History, XXVI™T x1l, x11, n.

5. Madan, 92 ff, Dugdale 1.505
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excellent examples of chronicles which are to be found in, at
(1)
least, most of the larger monasteries.

Winchester, wihich was so renowned in the history of writing
v

and ilLuminatic(Jn3 oecane s8till more famous for having trained
1
Archbishop Aelfric. The canon which he emnacted requiring every

priest to possess, before ordination, a Psalter, a hymn-book, the
Spistles, the Gospels, 2 missal, a manual, the Calendar, the
Passional, the Penltential, and ths Lectigﬁiry, reveals to us

the high regard he possessed for a thorough knowledgec of the
service books. Aelfriec, abbot of Eynsham (995-1030), contributed

abundantly to the fame of Winchester, by preparing lLatin texts

wh:ch became the sehool-books for ages. The most celebratei of
thesc are ris Latin grammar, containing extracts fror Zriscian, as
well as a Glossary of over three thousandi words; Homilies, partly
translated; Augustine; Jerome,; 5regory, and Bede; the Colloquiun,
the purpose of which was to teach Latin as a living langé:ée.
Aelfric also encouraged the library in the transeription of

books, by the donation ot a large sum for that purpose; but in the
early eleventh century that library was destroyed irn the sack of
Canterbury, by the Danes. At his death, his own library was
bestowed upon the iobey of St. Albams. The monastery of
Croylend, which had been founded two centuries before by Kenulph,
and later destroyed by the Danes, was revived. There is a story

of a large collection of books being presented to the common

library of the monks. This collection, which was presented by

1. Elton, 25; Dugdals, I1.193
2. BSavage, 44
3. Sandgs, I1.493. The Glossary is the oldest Latin-English

dictionary.
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Egebric, consisted of forty original works by different authors,
as well as over one hundred lesser volumes of different
treatises and historigg.

"With Leofric, bishop of Exeter, ends the story of Anglo-
Saxon books." A short time before the Norman conquest, he
made a large donation of sixty volumes to the library at the
cathedral of Exeter. This collection contained classical and
ecclesiastical works, devotional works, songs, "especially
night songs". Perhaps.the most famous of these volumes was
the Exeter Book, which contained some of the poems ascribed to
Cynewu{gz The renmainder of the story of the Exeter library ..
belongs, however, to the period after the norman conquest,

This library, with the rest:of those of England, was subject
to the same influences and changes which were imposed upon
them by the coming of the new continental forces, These
forces marked the beginning of a more brilliant era in which
English libraries were to widen their scope in every phase

"of developmente.

T. Dugdale, I1.90, 91, 95.
3. Savage, 110-111l.



CHAPTER II.

Later lMedieval, Monastic, and Cathedral Libraries.

English libraries after the Norman conquest enter upon a

period of Norman-French influence. Their form and content
began to be materielly altered, until gradually the o0ld monastic
library of the preceding ages was replaced by one which more
nearly approached the modern conception. The change was not an
immediste one for, before it was accomplished, many attempts to

reform the old type were made, One notable instance of this
had already occurred, toward the latter part of the>tenth
century. In the eleventh century, the reformed Benedictines
made a noble attempt to revive the vigor of the monasteries and
the libraries of the former days. In the eleventh century, the
Cluniacs, the Cistefcians, and the Carthusians began their

reforms. During the next few centuries, therefore, the

orgenization and development of libraries in England wes largely
controlled.by the various orders. But even before the .
thirteenth century, the universities began to organize the
academic libraries, which from then on began to increase in
importance and influence.

The Norman churchmen who began to replace the old Anglo-
Saxon churchmen were the agents who carried out these reforms,

Their work was made possible and greatly assisted by the bishop

of Rome and the new King. Both were averse to the lex condition

of Ecolesiastical affairs throughout England,
church and the monasteries meant, inevitably, & reform in English

 Under the new conditions, they soon began to thrive

The reform of the

libraries.
and to convert the new forces into elements of future strength,
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Just as the English librariés of the early Benedictines
began at Canterbury, so also the libraries of the Reformea
Benedictines began at the same place. King Williem, perceiv-
ing the disordered relatiqn of the preceding Anglo-Saxon
church and state, set about without delay to bring order out of
chaos. He speedily established his sscendancy over the secular
clergy, and then turmecé his attention to the monasteries.
Lanfranc, his Formen friend and councilor, became the exponent
of the new policy in regard t: the chﬁrch immediately upon his
appointment to the See of Canterbury. In {%é7 the library and
its books perished, slong with the other vestiges of the
monastic order. Lanfranc begen the recomstruction of the
libraryowith the gift of a number of books which Wére brought
fron Bégf Soon an attempt was made to re-establish the
practice of the attentive perusal of the books which were to
be found in this library, and the orderly distribution of them
among the monks. To accomplish this task, Lanfranc found it

necessary to revive and amplify the old library regulations

which had been drawn up b; the Benedictines of the sixth century.

1. Dugdale, I.84, 121
¢. "In an eleventh century manuscrigt in Trinity College
library, Cembridge, (MS. B. 16, 44), is an inscription,
erhaps by Lanfranc himself, recording that he brought
gt from Bec, and gave it to Christ Church." Savage, 46,

Elton, 27
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(1)

The section which concerns the use of books runs as follows:
"On the first Monday after the first Sunday ir ILent...before
the bretrren go into Chapter, the librariasn (custos librorum)
ought to have all the books brought together into the Chapter-
House and lsid out on & carpet, except those which had been
given out for reading during the past year: these the brethren
ought to bring with them as they come to Chapter, eact carrying
his book in his hand. 0f this they ought to have notice given
thern by the aforesaid librariar on the preceding day in Chapter.
Then let the passage in the Rule of St. Benedict about the
observance of lent be read, and a discourse be presched upon
it. Next let the librarian read s document (breve) setting
forth the names of the brethren who have had books during the
past year, and let each brother, when he hears his own name
pronounced, return the book whick had been entrusted to him
for reading; and let hi: who is conscious of not having read
the book through which he had received, fall down on his faece,
confess his fault, and pray for forgiveness. |

"Then let the aforesaid librariasn hand to each brotker
another book for resding; and when the boo«s have been distributed
in order, let the aforessid librarian in the same Chapter put
on record the names of the books, 2nd of those who receive them."
' There are several interesting inferences which may be
drawn from the regulations found in the above passages. In

the first place, it is a witness to the fact that the number of

1. Clark, J. W., Care of 3ooks, 1901, 67-68. "It is, I
think, certain that when Lanfranc was writing this passage,
the Clurnisac cugtoms must have been before him." See further

discussion, 68
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books scarcely exceeds the number of monks in the monastery.
This was not a strang condition of affairs immediately after
the 111 effects of the periods of Danish and Norman conquests.
Agzain, one cannot have a high estimate of scholarly research
which was carried on by the monks, when they required such an
extended period for the mastering of the contents of one vol-
ume . The high veneration in which Lanfranc held each single
book is evident from the careful record which was zept of its
use during the year. The precioucs manuseripts began to have
at this time a special functionary whose duty it was to care
for the safe keceping and distrivution of these bogié. One
cannot help but feel that therec was indeed a need for reform
in the libraries of England, if such authoritative measures
had to be tsken at the renowned Canterbury library.

Lanfranc was not content that his monks should read, but
he desired that they should likewise countribute a share in
amplifying the collection of books in the library. Consequent-
ly, to simplify the task of transcription, he renlaced the old
Saxon style of henddwriting with the less complex style used
upon the coéginent. iith this accomplished, the monks were
set to worx ?Z%tiplying nanuscripts of the Patristic books.

These he correct?d)and generously lent to neiziboring libraries
3

for further transeription. To St. Albans he lent twenty-eight

l. Warton, I.182

2. <Jlark, ledieval and Renaissance Libraries, 35-36
3., DSavage, 46; Elton, 27

4. KElton, 27
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famous treatises, many missals, and other service books, two

books ot gosvels, bound in silver and gold and jewels. He 1is
seid, also, to have brought with hi , when he came to Canterbdury,
books of a more practical nature, as books omn science, theology,
and jurisprudence, with which he had become acquainted, fron
Salerno.

Lanfranc's reproduction of books was not limited to mere
multiplication of existing manuseripts, for he also grestly

stimulated the creation of original compositiouns. It was

(1)
under his direction and encouragememt that Osbern of ?a?terbury
24
wrote the lives of 5t. Dumstan, St. Alpheze, and St. Odo. Abbot

Walter of Evysham and Ernulf ot Rochester greatly aided in this
important literary undertaking. So completely was the task
accomplished, that there came about a reversal of the fortunes
of the libraries ot the two countries of Normandy and Englangd.
The former soon became a remunerative market ior the sale of
English manuscripts, instead of being the source from which
England drew her bégis. A later chronicler syeaks of Lanfranc
in the following words: "Lanfranc...s man worthy to be compared
to the anciznts in knowledge and religion; of whom it may be

truly said, 'Cato the thira is descended from heaven;'...s0 much

was the western worli ex?ited to the znowledge of the liberal
4)
arts by his learning..."

The good fortunes of the Canterbury library inereased with

l. Savage, 4¢; Elton, 27

2. savage, £7% "Chron. Abb. de Evesham, 97."
3. See further, Savage, 47

4. William of llalmesbury, III.300
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the growing power -1 the Normans. Anseln was the successor

ot Lanfranc at Canterbury, and(&%e progress of the library as

a consequence fell into his hands. %ith hirm came an increased
interest in Realisiz, which had a markdéd effeét upon the books
produced at the time. His principal w>rks, the "rroslogium”,
and "Cur Deus Homo", are charsctcristic of the new literature
which gave such an enduring momentum to boox production in the
twelfth century. He greatly encouraged the use of classics,

and aoubtless many of the classics found in this library in the

thirteenth cen?gﬁy found their way thither through the zeal of
Lanfranc and Anselm. Anselm followed the example oi his prede-
cessor in promoting the industry of the monks in the reproduction
and the writin%zgf books, and the distribdbution of the mgnuseripts
in other monasteries. Eadmer, a monk of Christ Church, Canter-
bury, waes a worthy assistant of the famous Anselm in the improve-
ment of the library. Among the original compositions whieh he
wrote here was his "Historia Novorum", or "Modern Eistory", which
extended to the year A. D. §§%2. Stephen Langton, who was
Archbishop of Canterbury in the early thirtecnth century, greatly
improved the state of the library at Christ Church. The art

of calligraphy became, in the early twelfth century, superior

in quality to what it had been at any time here-to-fore, and

for that Teason the libraries of England were rapidly multiplied
and enlarged during the whole of that century. An innumerable

number of books was transcribed in each livrary and pessed to

neighboring, or even distant, seribes to enlarge other libraries.

Dugdale, I11.84

Post, 48.

Merryweather, 53

Giles, Williar of Melmesbury, preface 25

e o o o
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There are many instences of individusl monks who contributed

their toil to the slow and tedious method of accumulating manu-

scripts for this library. In & Psalter, now in Trinity College,
Cambridge, is an interesting account of one Edwine,(i)monk of
Canteroury, who became proficient in transcribing books. Hubert,

also, in tkhe latter part of the twelfth century, similarly assistéd
in this commendable occupé%ion. In 1272, Robert of Kildwardby,
Archbishop of Canterbury, besides a collection which he mede
frox outside sources, added his own works upon oratory and gram-
mer.

A thirteenth century catalogue has come down to us which
may be tesken as a type of the class of books which were found
in the libraries of many of the monastic orders of this date.
It was probebly compiled, in part, at least, by Henry de Istris,
and contains titles of over three thousand volumes. It con-
tained, for example, man;, works of the church fathers and early
Christian authors, as: sugustine, Ansgelm, Aldhelm, Benedict,
Bede, Chrysostom, Gregory, Jeronme, Origen, Thomas Aquinas,
Peter Lombard, Athelard, John of Selisbury. There, also, was
the usual collection of 3Bibvles, commentaries, glossaries, con-
cordances, and the like. The number of works of the classic
age 1s perhaps somewhat surprising, when we consider that those
who had the most frequent access to the librsry were the monks,
priests, ani chureb officisls. Among these classics were:

Aristotle, Boethius, Cicero, Donatus, Euclid, Galen, Justin,

Josephus, Lucan, Nartial, lercianus. lacrobius, Crosius, Plato,
friscien, Prosper, Prudentius, Suetonius, Sedulus, Seneca,

Terence, Ovid, and Vergil. The books of this library were
1. llerryweather, 53
2. Dugdale, I.85
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clesarly inté%&ad for constant reference by all monks alike.
This is not surprising, however, since the writings of the
studious inmates of the monasteries often reveal an intimate
knowledge of literature which could hardly have been gained
without an unrestricted use of an abundently supplied library.
The Dbooxs & giear to have beern deposited in different places in
order to make their use most convenient, and many times the
monks were allowed to take them to their cells for more attentive
perusea.l. In the tifteenth century, there is a marzed increase
of Frencl influence noticeable in the content of this same
library, for there are man; Latin end French works from the
continent to be found in another catalog which is prégérégg.

During the latter part of the eleventh and twelfth centuries
the age of the glory of Canterbury, the number o monastic Z
libraries was rapidly multiplyirs, so that in less than two
hundred years it had almost quadrupled itself. The monasteries
of the Benecictine and Augustine orders were not content with

merely founding libraries within their walls, but also kept

1. This catalog, which lists some three thoussnd volumes, is
one of the most interesting of the Liddle Ages. It is pub-
lished in Sdwards, llemoirs of Libraries, 1859, 1.128

. Edwards. 103-4 '—-

+ _Two other scholars belong to the history of the Canterbury
libreries. The first is Henry Chicleley, Archbishop (1413),
who rebuilt the chureh library and furnishec¢ it with a large

- quantity of books; the second, Willism Sellinge, prior (1472),
Who brought many rare volumes to the library from among the
store of Greck and Latin suthors.
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scribes busily occupied in multiplying manuseripts to f£ill
them, and developed a large book treffic by means of which
their libraries were enlarged. The libraries which were
destroyed before the conquest were for the most part restored,
and large additions made to thenm. Thus, England began, through
the zealous toil of the various Benedictine orders, to develop
and fill her libraries, and indeed became the "paradise of
scholars." Anmong the old monastic libraries which began to
resume their former splendor was that at Gloucestef. It was
rebuilt after the conquest, in the Norman-French é%}le. Vany
interesting and valuable donations of books, fro: time to time,

were made to replace those which had beer lost. In 1104, Peter,

[ »]

&
the prior, added a generous collection. Only nire years later

the monastery was burned and, in the general conflagration,
everything was lost but "a few books and three priest's mass-
hacklesg? This librery seems to have been gradually enriched
at different times during the following century, At the
beginning of the fourteentk ccntury a certain Gamage, who had
regided in the monastery for sixty-two years, left by will a
collection of twenty books for the use of the library. Later

another gift of ten volumes was obtained from Richard de Stowe,

anmong which were probably Caedmon's Parsphrase and Boethius's

Consolation of Philosophy.
1. 5ugda—I_T'r—_Ie . 540, "That which was the abbey library, on The

foundation of the chapter, was converted into the college
school." This must have dated to the Normen conquest, for
from further description of the buildings, they were
.. built on Normaen-French plan.
~xerryweather, 148, "MS. Cottonisn Domit. A. viii. fol. 128b."
Lerryweather, 148, "Saxon Chron., Ingram.”
dale. I. 534. "Lelend gives a list of the books he
found trere, but they only number about twenty volumes."

®B o1
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The library of the monastery of Whitby, where, in the
seventh céi%ury Caedmon, the father of English poetry, had
received his ipspiration, now again began to take on some of
its former splendor. This librery was restored by the gener-
ous grants oi the éigg, Henry I, and of William de FPercy. Later,
the prior Richard (1148-l{$g) became an important benefactor of

(4)

ths library, and there is a catalogue dating from his time.

[¢3]

Among the books found there were Gildas, 3ede, Plato, Juvenal,
Donstus, Isidore, Origen, and many others, indicating a striking
variety of literary production, including classics, early
Christian writers, and early English historiég;. It is an

illustration of the comprechensive scope of the study and

regearch carried on within these monastic libraries. ‘
The great library at Peterborough is another monument v

of the zealous work of the monastic orders after the Conquest.
Numerous references are made of donations to this library at
various times, all of which had their part in increasing the
glory of the library. Thus, for example, the Archbishop of
York, immediately before the Conquest, had presented the library
with one of thoss much-coveted copies of the gospel which was

adorned with precious metnls. Leofricus, abbot of Peterborough

1. Bede, IV. 25; Lelandi, Antiquarii de Rebus Britannieis, 1715,
IV. 1569

2. Dugdale, I. 406. Henry even gave a seaport to Whitby, which
no doubt had much to do with its rapid progress, and con-
sequently with the progress of the library.

3. Dugdale, I. 407

4¢. Merryweather, 127 "Catalogue of Whitby in Charlton's Histony
of Whitby, 1779."

S. Appendix, B
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(1)

1057, later made a similar gift. There is an excellent

catalogue of the library at Peterborough, which dates from the

eleventh century and wh%g? is one of the best that has been

preserved from this period. The conmpilation of it is aseribed

to a certain Benedict who was an intimate friend of Thomas &

(3)
Begket. Fe has recorded names of books which represent the

scholarship of mnot onlry this library but of others which existed
contemporaneously. Besides the library which he collected, he

is responsible f?r)having had transcribed under his direction
4
the following books: Justinians Institutes, detached portions

of 8criptures and Decretals, works of Seneca, lartial, Terence,
and editations of St. Anselm; with Almazor, and Dioscorides

on the Virtues of Plants. He is supposed also to have written
(5)
8 history of Henry II., Eichard I., end a life of Thomas & Becket

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, this library cata-
logue assumed large proportions, containing ecclesiastical lists,

many French works, and classics,(a?-vergil. Seneca, Ovid, Sallust,
6

Phrygius, Cicero, Aristotle, Persius.

In the twelfth century, the Glastonbury library, which had v
been so celebrated during the Horthumbrian period, was destroyed

by fire, but by the middle of the thirteenth century it(h?d

7
2180 revived and become enlarged, under Ilichael of Ambresbury.
« lerryweather, 95
« Appendix, C
Dugdale, I. 352-3

Dugdsale, I. 353 ) }
Dugdale, I. 352m From a manuscript in Harleian Library,

Oxford, 1735, note n:. "Dr. Cave says that the suthor of
'Quadrilocus' transeribed a great part of 3Benedict's Life
of Becket into the third and fourth books of his work.,
Compare also Tanner, 60."
6. Edwards, I. 118
+ Dugdale, I. 6

UL I D
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"

"There was little worth reading in the lite?agure of the day
5 4
that was no copied by those industrious scribe?.; The library
1
was so enlarged as to contain four hundred volumes. There was

a fine collection of 3ibles, the fathers and writing of the
liddle Ages, as well as numerous Gggéels. John de Taunton,
abbot of Glastonbury (127.-1290), added a large list of books

to this extensive caté?ggue. This library was famous also for
its great number of seribes, who reproduced large numbers of
booxs of every conceivadle characéig. In the latter part of
the thirteenth century, the Benedictine mounks received the order
from general chapter that they were "according to their capabil-
ities, to study, write, correct, illuminste, and bind, booxs,
rather than to labour in the figids."

The bril.iant period of the library at St. Albans began with
the foundation of the Scripégiium by Paul, who was the first
Norman abbot. He placecd in the library twenty-eight psalters,
8 book of Collects, a book of Epistle-, gospels, two gospels

bound in gold snd s:lver and gems, collectaries, and probably a

(7)

Vulgate Bible. These church boozs of the Seriptorium formed a
nucleus from which developed a greater library. In 1119,
l. Dugdale, I. 6
2. Appendix, D
3. Dugdsle, I. 6
4. lNerryweather, 181%--"John of Glastonbury, edited EHearne,

Oxon. 1726, 451. Stevens' Additions to Dugdale, I. 447
5. Savage, 49P--"uS. Twyne Bodl. L. 8. 272."
6. Hardy, xxxii ff.--His informstion drawn from Gestu Abbatum.
7. Newcoue, Eistory of Abbey St. Albans, 48
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(1)
Geoffrey, the sixtecenth sbbot, added to it a precious missal
bound in géié. and Abbot Robert added to this four rrecious
psalters, an illuminated book of 3enediction, and Sacranments, s
book of Exorcisms, and a Collectary. Acc?gding to one account,
Robert de Gorham caused many books to be written: "more than
the authors of the Gesta could meition“. Under Simon, pro-
vision was made for the maintenance of a permanent scribe within
the Scripé?iium, and thus the office of historiographer was
established within the lonastery of St. Albans. From that
tire on, it was the regulation that each abbot should support
two scribes, and thereby the future production of books for
this library was provided for. Under Abbot Simon, there was
also contributed to tris library a beautiful copy of the New
and 0ld Testanments. With him, also begen a long line of
historical chroniclers, or historiographers, among whom were
Roger of Wendover, liatthew Faris, Williem Rishanger, and John
of Trokéigwe. At the end of the twelfth century, ng%er, a
monk of St. Albans, wrote & chronicle of English affairs,
"Anglicarum Rerum Chronica". St. Albans made a great reputation
in the art of caligraphy during the abbacy of WhitshamsZede.

Under his guidance, there are said to have been eighty-seven

Newcome, 54; Hardy, xxxii.

Dugdale, IT. 187

Newcome, 73

Hardy, xxxii f£f.

« Savege, 50; Newcome, 75-121 ff., 172
Hardy, xxxii ff.

. Dugdale, I. 200

NI



=55«
volumes transcribed. Walter was also a voluminous author,

having writter 'Granarium', in five volumes; Fropinarium, in
two volumes; Pabularium; Palearius Poctarium; Proverbiarium, or
book of proverbs; besides books relating to the monastery and

a chronicle extending over a period of twenty years, and a

(1)
book of poetic narrative.
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During the first century after the coming of the
reformed Benedictines, in the latter part of the eleventh
century, English libraries fared well. After that,
however, there were indications of decline. Fortunately,
there were new orders which began to make their way into
England, which added new life to the development of
libraries. These were the orders of the Mendicant Friars,
which were founded by St. Francis and St. Dominiec. Both
orders were introduced into England in the early part of
the thirteenth century. Though there are few testimonials
to the size and importance of the libraries of the Friars,
yoet the evidence which is extant concerning them is
convinecing enough to demonstrate that they played no small
part in library development in England. Oxford became, in
the thirteenth century, one of the important centers for
the order of the Grey Friars, where by the end of the
fifteenth century they had formed a large library. In
1230, Micheel Scot introduced into Oxford some of the works
of Aristotle. Other additions were made by Adam de Marisco
and Robert Grosseteste. In the latter part of the century,
the library received an interesting addition of Hebrew

manuseripts.
| These same friars left throughout England accumulations

of books which were evidences of their missionary efforts at
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spreading knowledge and literaturs. From place to place
they went, carrying with them service books, gospels, and
glossaries, which often became the beginning of the
foundation of new libraries. Friends of the order gave
large collections of books to the libraries which had
already been founded. For example, the White Friars in
London were the recipients of a large collection presented
?l?hich consisted largely of very

valuable foreign manuscripts. The Grey Friars of London

to them by Thomas Walden

had a library in the early fifteenth century which"was
furnished with Bookes, to the charges of 556 pouﬁgl".
There are instances of their book trade; of their dishonest
methods which were often used in the acquisition of books;
complaints of monopolies which they seem often to have had
on the purchase of books; all of which throw pide-lights
upon the activities of these Mendicant Fri;il. - Richard de
Bury recognized the competence of these begging agents and
turned their literary avarice to his own advantage.

There is a considerable amount of human interest to
the yaeillating tribute which is paid to the "preachers" of

the mgndicant orders by the renowned book collector,

- I." Camb, Nod. Hist. 1.597.

2. Savage , 56.57.

3, Ibid. "A striking testimony to the book collecting habits
of the Friars, is the complaint to the Pope of their buying
80 meny books that the monks and clergy had difficulty in
obtaining them."
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Richard de Bury. His own words, given the following
passage, convey his personsal point oflyiew better than

any attempt at summary could possibly do: "But whenever

it happened that we turned aside to the cities and places
where the mendicants we have mentioned has their convents,
we did not disdain to visit their libraries asnd any other
repositories of books; nay, there we found heaped up

amidst the utmost poverty the utmost riches of wisdom." ...
"These men were as ants ever preparing their meat in the
summer, and ingenious bees continually fabricating cells

of honey, They are suscessors of Bezaleel in devising sall
manﬁer of workmanship in silver and gold and precious stones
for decorating the temple of the Church ... and to pay due
regard to truth, without prejudice to the judgment of any,
although they lately at the eleventh hour have entered the
lord's vineyard, as the books that are so fond of us
declared in our sixth chapter, they have added more in this
brief hour to the stock of the sacred books than all the
other vine-dressers ... men distinguished no less in
letters than in morals, who devoted themselves with unwearied
zeal to the correotion, exposition, tabulation and compilation
of various volumes.‘ But although we have acquired a very

numerous store of sncient as well as modern works by the

T. Richard ds Bury, ¥he Love of Books, The Philobiblonm,
Ed. by E. C. Thomas, 1907, 60-62.
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manifold intermediation of the religious, yet we must laud the
Preachers with special praise, in that we have found them
above all the religious most freely communicative of their
stores without jealousy, and proved them to be imbued with

an almost Divine liberality, not greedy but fitting possessors
of luminous wisdom." Richard de Bury is somewhat prejudiced
against these begging friars, and yet he is forced to
recognize their success at the same occupation in which he
himself is engaged. One camnot help but realize that their
lidbraries were of great importance even at the time when he
lived, The scornful ton; in which he refers to the eleventh
hour of their industry indicates the feeling of many men at
the time for the Friars. It would lead, also, to the
conclusion, which is bornme out by fact, that their libraries
were not as numerous or as important as those monastic libraries
of longer duration. At the same time, they were ﬁo less
industrious than the Benedictine monks of the cloister in
multiplication of books, and were certainly more generous in
the sharing of them. Anothér passage from the Philobiblon
will serve to complete the picture of the work of these
"ingenious bees": "Wherefore, that the order of Preachers

was Principally instituted for the study of the Holy
S°riptﬁres and the salvation of their neighbours, is declared
by their constitutions, so that not only from the rule of

Bishop Augustine, which directs books to be asked for every
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dey, but as soon as they have read the prologue of the said
constitutions they may know that from the very title of the
same they are pledged to the love of books. But alas'! a
threefola care of superiluities, viz., of the stomach, of
dress, and of houses, has seduced these men and others
following their example from the paternal ceare of books, and
from their study."

Thus, even the lMendicant orders, the last orders of the
church, erperienced = decline in their zealous and effective
work. This decline, however, was not altogether due to &

lack oi energy, but partly to the fact that a new agency was

to replace them in the cpntrol and development of libraries.

The incressing number of classics and the growing influence

of the continent were instrumental in bringing about the change.
The literary thought of the time became more and more secular

in charscter, and consequently secular books began to fill the
Presses of the library. The oléd théological authors of the
ichurch were no lonmger preferred, and thc new literature gained an
increasing prestige in library centers. As & result, the —
usefulness of the old monastic libraries was no longer 80
Paramount, and the efforts at collecting books soon became

centered around the academic libraries.
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There ere two csuses for the decline of the monastie
libraries of Medievsl Englend, first, the ever increasing
weslth of the church, which cause. the monks to lose sight of

their former scholerly embitions; second, the "invasion" of

the antegonistic Protestents into the very sanctuaries of the
learned monks. The energy which here-to-Ffore had been employed
in the collecting and produétion o* books for the libraries,
came, in time, to be employed in acquiring riches for the
zmonaster;. As the Church grew in temporal power, it bent its
energ. towards increasing its wealth by the acquisition of lands.
So powerful did rmonasteries become, that idie snd insincere
morks, fro: sl classec of society. were attracted to these
mnonasteries in great numbers. The consequence was that the
libraries sufferec greatly from a lack of genuins interest

which had formerly been manifest in them. The resulting L
decline of study and scholarcship, in many of the smeller houses
at least, was accorpenied b; & decline in the creation of new
literasture, as well as in the reproduction of existing manu-
8scripts. "A visitation of Wigmore showed that books w?re not
studied in the cloister, becsuse the seats were uncomggrtable."
Books were sold, so-etimes, to inappreciative purchasers, for

8 nominal swu. Even beforec the dissolution, books were

scattered far and wide over the kingdon. lany of the friars

1. Savsge, 622 (Bateson's lled. ing. 339)
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took adventage of the decay\of monastic libraries, and from
them scquired many manuscripts for their own use. Richard

de Bury has his "complaints against these mendicants," at the s
sare time takes advantage of their own short-comings to supply
his own store.

Yet, this decline of the libraries is only a naturel one.

The very books which were contained in them, were awskening an
interest in & kind oi lesrning which could not be tolerated by

orthodox church. and were begetting heretics. Scholasticism

and romesnticism, thanks to the presence of Aristotle ard Plato,
had flourished within the very walls of the libraries. They
had had their day, and humanism was maeking its innovations into

Engslasnd's libraries. Neither the Danes nor Williesm the

Conqueror had made so complete a conquest of Englarnd as did the
secular vooks whieh from time to time came into the possession

0f her scholars. Under those conditions, it was but naturalb 7

that books should begin to desert the monasteries, anc fall,
first into private hands, and thence into the academic, and
publiec libreries. The decline or the church libfaries is due,
‘then, not so much to degemeration, as to the changing charecter
of society, and changes iz politie=l control.

The latter brought about the final official dissolution
of tke monasteries and the accompanying distribution of the
collections of the books within them. Pressure of & political
nature was brought to beasr upon King Henry VIII, by the avaricious

"reformers" which made(f?nfiscations of the riches of the
monasteries more complete. His emmigsaries employed every

A < The dissolution first began with the smaller houses, which

had_ inde Srrupt end wel. deserved their fate. But
perhaps %gebﬁggggrcéonagteries were the vietims of political

intrigue. See fdwards, I. 349-50
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argiil method to enrich their own pocket-books; and in the
process, libraries vanished, books were dispersed, scriptoria
becare deserted. The story of this reckless devastation is
pictured in a protest which was made to King Edward VI, in
154é?)in order to stop the pillage an. plunder. "But this is
highly to be leamented of all them that hath a natural love

to their country, either yet to learned antiquity, which is a

most singular besuty to the same, that in turning over of the

superstitious monasteries so little respect was had to theilr

libraries, for the safeguard of those noble and precious
monuments...Avarice wa: the other dispatcher which hath made

an end both of our libraries and books...to the no small decay
0f the commonwezlth. A great number of them which purchased

those superstitious mansicres reserved, of those library books,
some...to scour their cendlessticks, end some to rub their
boots; some they so0ld to the grocers and sosp sellers, and

sore they sent over sea to the pookbinders, not in small number
but at times whole ships full, to the wonderinz of the foreign
nations...I know a merchantman which shall at this time be
nameless, that bought the contents of two noble libraries for
fort; srillings price.....I Judge this to be true, and utter it
With heaviness,--that neither the 3ritons under the -omans and

Saxons, nor yet the fZnglish people under the Denes and Normans,

had ever such demage of their learned monuments as we have seen

in our age, this unressonable spoil of England's most noble
antiquities.

—

1. Edwards, I. 355. The men who played the chief part were
Cromwell and Doctor London. Se: discussion of their persohal
character--Edwards.

2. Edwards, I. 359-61
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This testirony pictures both the depredation perpetrated
by the Zing's self-interested commissioners, and the wanton

~

destruction with which neighboring inhabitants followed up

the worx of havoec and ruin. The book lovers of that period
protested without avail against such wholesale elimination of
England's libraries. It is at least a consolation that many

of the precious volumes passed into the possession of avprecia-
tive men, and were thereby preserved to future generatious.
Fesble, indeed, were the efforts which the Xing made to retrieve

thesc losses to En.land, and they were certainly not actuated
(1)
by any genuine love of learning. Though Leland was scnt upon

his mission ostensibly for the purposc of preserving the remnants
of the old days, yet his efforts could in no wise repair the
mischief already accomplished. Jo better portrayal of the
comyiets dispersions oi the famous libraries is to be found
than the unsatisfactory account which Leland gives oi the
libraries which he met with on his Journies through England.

The fate oi the library of almesbury abbey is typical of

the destruction which was carried on. Many of its precious
manuscripts are ssid to have becen burned, many of them to have
been torn into pieces ior the purpos:z of patching shattered
windowe. A most unprejudiced writer of the.period was in-
¢lined to excuse the destruction of the libraries, "yf the

chiefe monuments and most notavle worizes of our excellent

e

~

wWryters had been reserved." OFf over six hundred voluczes at

one time cont?ined in the librar, of the Austin Friars of York,
3)
only five remain. There are many other similar exsmples to

2! Sanaaon é' 2 ab journ i he_of Johann

- _Sayage, : Lgboryouse Journgy and 3Igrche_of Joha

. dgyla§de gr Rngland%s Antiqultlés. b, Bah, 1549 Parker, 1711
e avage, 6
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be found in the story of these declini.ng days. There are
goms scattered instances where often large portions oi these
librvaries were preserved. At Gloucester, the Prior of Lanthony
saved many books from the gemeral ruin gnd decay. The history
of many individual manuscripfs is oiten traceu bacx to the days
of dissolution.

Thus csue to ar end the story of the scclesiastical control
of England's libraries. ¥any oi the books which survived
the generel destruction fell into the hands of private book
lovers and from these later pacssea into larger collections whose

fortures were to eventually be linked with the libraries of

seculsr sciools. The monacstic age of library; devslopment was
fast passing away, and the academic age had already begun to

take its place. Just or unjust, inevitable or needless, as wag the
decay ana finel dissolution of England's old libraries, it
certainly is true that their splendor was subsecuently surpassed
by the secular libraries controlled by the universities, and
finally by the state. The ¢vil was not unmixed with good, and
perkaps one result of the dissolution may be the evolution of

England's greatest modern library, the British Nuseum.
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Although the libraries which were in the monasteries
were the typical English libraries of the Middle Ages, yet
there were, as has been noticed before, certain other
libraries founded in connection with fhe cathedrals which
deserve mention. In form and character, they were not
sharply differentiated from the monastic libraries, and,
indeed, the practices in both types of libraries were in
most cases practically the same. From their earliest
foundation, the cathedral libraries were scholastic in
aim, for their origin was ususlly in connection with the
cathedral schools. Towérd the latter part of the monastic
period; the 8cope of their usefulness gradually widened,
because of the development along practical of the
oharacte; of their books, and the type of their library
economy. The role of the cathedral libraries is indeed &
brilliant one, though it perhaps lacks many of thé
‘interesting human touches which belong to the drama of

the monastic life.

The period of greatest.development of the ecathedral
libraries was from the eleventh to the fourteenth centuries;
the period when Ehgland had begun to recover from and profit
by the 1ﬁvasion of the Normans. A splendid example of the
cathedral libraries of this period is the library of the

Church at Exeé%%. This library entered upon a brilliant

1' Antei &l



era of development in 1050, when it was endowed with a gift
of sixty-five volumes from the private library of bishop

(1)
Leofric. This collection conteined the usual service books,

a number of works of the church fathers, and meny Anglo-Sexon
transletions. The latter group of menuseript indicates the
ircreesing prestige which Anglc-Saxon bOOKsS wWere gaining; a

fact of no little significence for the subscquent evolution of
the English libraries. Some of the Saxon manuscripts of Exeter
are still extant, and many ar: at present located at that
Cathedral. One of the books which bishop Leofric presented

to the library is a volume of Saxon pogily. In sddition to
this manuseript, there is extant & portion of a tramscript of
Dome:zday bookx, which must have been in this library from a very

(3)

early period. “erhaps most famous of all the pooks of this

1ib?2€y is the famous Exeter Book, a manuscript which has few
rivals.in antique interest.

Another famous cathedral library which flourished in the
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries was the
worcester library. There is no catalogue extant from the
period of its early history upon which to form an estimate of
the true character of its contents. There are scattered

notices of small gifts which from time to time increased the

1. Dugdale, I. 514

2. Edwards, I. 704 "No other Cathedral in England can
produce to the visitor a book given to it by the first Bishop.
The volume of Saxon poetry, presented by Leofric, is an
S8xcellent preservation."”

3. Dugdale, I. 514

4. Appendix E
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librery. No doubt Thomas Cobham, who is Yiferred to in
connection with the publie library at Oxford, donated valuable

additions in ?%? day, for he spsnt much time and money in
collecting books.

There are a few scattered notices concerni: g other
cathedral libraries, wrich are indicative of the general state
of church libraries during the later centuries. For example,
the library of Licehfield is knmown to have been in possession
of the famous manuscripts of de Gesta Anglorum, =2nd St. Chad's
Gospels, supposed to have been writtem in the eighth ceéggry.
This library was also famous for a manuscript of Chaucer, which
was found at & later date, at St. Paul'e Cathedral (1245).

In 1245 an inventory which was made of the library showed a
colleétion of thirty-five volumes, which was enlarged later by
8 collection of thirteen gosrels and a commentary of Thomas
Acquinas, end still later by fifteen theological volumes. In
the seventeenth century a mention is made of & manuseript of
Tyndale's New Testament, of 1526, and a series of English
Bibles beginning with 15&?3 Again, the libraries of Hereford
and Lincoln Cathedral had become so important by the fifteenth

century that it becaume necessary to build serarate rooms for

then. The library at Durham Cathedral seems to have made a

l. Post, 71.

2. There is an interesting list ot books, belonging to a later
date, given in Leland's Itinerary, I. 230-1

3. This manuseript has often been aseribed to the hand of
Gildas, but it is highly improbable that he wrote it. For
an interesting discussion of the matter, see Edwards, I. 706

4. Edwards, I. 689
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specialty ol fine manusecripts. There is a series of ex-
ceptionally valuable manuseripts here which dete all the way
from the eighth century to the twelfth. The following is a
list enumerating the :most i:portant manuseripts of the collection:
Gospels 2i St. John, St. Luke, and St. lark, probably written
in the eizhth century; The Cormentary of Cassiodorus on the
Psalms, which may have been written by Bede; a DPsalter with
the commentary o: St. Augustine, written toward the close of the
eleventh century;, an Anglo-Saxon Eymnarium of the eleventh
century,; Homilies oc the Goswvel of St. llatthew, of the middle
of the twelfth century; folio menuseript of the Vulgate, in
four volumes, written in the twelfth century; and the Epistles
of St. Peul with a gloss, of similar style and date. Thus,
we see that Zngland hada :any flourishing libraries which were
located in the cathedral chmrches. They were in a flourish-
ing condition for several centuries, and as.a result, we find
in the:: many remnants of older English libraries, that are not
to be found in the monastic libraries. Eowever, the Cathedral
libreries were not to be exempt from the trials and vicissitudes
of the fourtecnth, fifteenth, ard cixteenth centuries, and
man; of them were destroyed and their booxs scattered far end
near. Had it not besn that in the more settled centuries
which followesd many oi them were refounded, our knowledze of

the manuscript period would be even more limited then it is.

l. HEdwards, I. 71l
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The story of the academic libraries belongs properly
to the modern period, although many of these libraries had
their origin at an earlier date. No attempt will be made
here to give an account of their early history except in
80 far as it illustrates the transition which took place
from one age to the other at the time of their foundation.
As the o0ld monastic, cathedral, and mendicant libraries
became dissolved from one cause and another, new places of
refuge had to be sought in which to deposit the learning
of the age. Many books began to fall into the hamnds of
private collectors, and meny into the hands of designing
book Aerchants. Often a scholar acquired a collection of
considerable size, which perhaps beceme the nucleus for the
foundation of a school. Churchmen bqgan to congregate in
the localities where they could have the best access to the
learning of the time, or where there was a flourishing
book trade. The spirit of the new learning of the
continent, as well ae‘the disfavor with which the orthodox
church was looked upon in England, caused many of these
detached collections of books to become more and more
secular in charsacter.

Néw divinity schools sprang up here and there, which
soon acquired ample and flourishing libraries. But these

libraries grew at. the expense of the older libraries of the
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chureh. The monks, the friars, and the bishops were loath
to surrender their o0ld rules and customs to the new order
of things, and as a consequence there were founded in
connection with the larger schools, colleges representing
the old religious houses of the past. Esach of these
colleges in turm possessed it® own library, and there was
often great rivelry between the different libraries of one
locality. In these schools, the eoclesigstical became
molded into the secular, the medieval into the modern. As
a concrete illustration of this transition which was brought
about, the origin of one English academic 1iﬁrary, namely,
the 1ibrary at Oxford, will be discussed.

The Library of the University of Oxford was, in the
earliest days of its history, merely a collection of a few
tracts and Bibles, which were kept in the chest in the choir
of St. Mary's ohé%lh. As early as 1225, Roger, dean of
York, had presented several Latin Bibles and & Book of
Exoéig to the library, with the precautionary provision
that students who used these precious manusceripts should
first deposit a pledge for their safe-keeé?ig. The students

and cit;zens of the tpwn, however, were not inclined to have

T. Warton, 1.185, Registl Univ. Oxon. c.b4a.
2. Warton, I1.185; Wood, Hist. Antigq. Univ. Oxon., ii, 48 col.
3. Savage, 134. Note:- K. Bishop's Collectanea now at
Cambridge.



-72—

their library thus limited in the number of books.
Accordingly, in 1327, they joined in the pillage of the
neighboring Benedictine abbey at Abingdon, and returned
with one hundred psalters, one hundred grayles, forty
missals, and twenty-two codié%;. The first man who
conceived the idea of a public library in Oxford was
Thomas Cobliom, bishop of Worcegiir. At his death, he
made a gift to the University of his books and 350 marks
besiégg. But before his plan was completed, he died,
and not until 1365 did the books really become a part of
the University Library. During the interval, they had
been kept at Oriel College, because of a dispute over the
rightful owégl. In 1409, the room was fitted up with
desks, windows, ete., by the benefactors of Henry IV.,
his four éons, Henry, Thomas, John, and Humphrey; Thomas
Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury; Philip Repindon;
Edmund, Earl of March; and Richard Courtney, Chancellor
of the University, and was completed about {2{1. "This
appears to have been the firﬁt public library", and it

continued in use until 1480, when the books were added to

Duke Humphrey's collection. Though this library was

l. Warton, I.185.

2. Dugdsgle, I1.575.

3. Savage, 135, .0 .

4. Dugdale, 1.575° -~ "Compare also Wood, Hist. and Antiq.
Oxono Lib. ii., 48." !

6. "Digdale, I.575°.



-73=

public in character, yet there were certain strict regulations
which students who used the books were obliged to follow.
Only at certain times were the students to have access to the
chamber over the congregation house, where the books were
kept. The use of them had to be within this room, for the
books were chained to the desks which held L%lm. In 1412,
regulations were made which allowed only the most advanced
students the use of the hooks, and these privileges were
granted only under striect oath. The chaplain, who had
charge of the books, was also selected with great care.
Such striet regulations, so foreign to the modern library,
were perhaps necessary in an age when the students did not
scruple to take by force books from a neighboring library.
Besides the Public Library of the University, there
grew up many libraries in the colleges of Oxford. The
library of the College of Durham was founded in the esarly-
fourteenth century by Richard de Bury, who was perhaps one
of the most learned men of his day. He brought into his
library Italian influence, chiefly through his intimacy
with Petrarch, who seems to have held him in high regard.
His iibrary is said to have had the best collection of
books in Engléﬁg. He prepared rules for the management

and preservation of the books, which were contained in his

l. Savage, 1l36-7.
2. Dugdele, I.227; IV.678.
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treatise Philobiblos. The library at the College of
Gloucester became celebrated for the production of books

in the succeeding centuries. A chronicler of the Gloucester
College manifests,an unrestrained pride of the numerous
illustrious authors which this house(§§oduced. Among the

names which he selects as examples are:

1. Hugo Legatus, Commentaries on Hantivil's Archithrenium;
and on Boetius' de Consolations.

2. John Langdenus (historian).
3. Thomas V/alsingham "

4. Thomas Winchecombe " , wrote "Antiquities of
Evesham Abbey".

6. John Wellis, monk of Ramsey, bitter against Wicklivists.
Wrote on book of Sentences (Lombard).

6. John Wethamsted, John Amundsham, who wrote tracts.

7. Richard Ringsted, prior of Gloucester, who wrote
"Parables of Solomon".

Other important colleges at Oxford which contained
libraries were St. Marie's, containing two hundred and forty-
three wolumes of theology, philosophy, civil and eanon law,
and medicine; Linoolh, containing in the fifteenth century
one hundred and thirty important manuscripts; Oriel, 6ontaining
in the thirteenth century one hundred volumes; Balliol; All
Soul's; and Queen's 0011£21.

During Hnmphréy, Duke of Gloucester's, connection with

Gloucester College at Oxford, he made many gifts to this

I. Dugdale, 1V.400.
2. Savage, 145-50,
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public library of the univers{%;. A gift which he made in
1439 is said to have included one hundred and twenty volégzs.
His generosity did not end here, however, for he made many
additions at later times to the library. It was his
intention that his collection of Latin books should be
inherited by the library at his death, but these books became
scattered before they could be obtained by the proper
authoritiégi This library, which afterward was to receive
the name of the famous founder, is said to have contained
8ix hundred volumes in 1i§é. It was, thus, the largest
academiec library in England. The nature of the books
accumulated there is interesting as indicating the change
which was to be effected in other English libraries during
the succeeding centuries. Among them were Ptolemy, Rhezes,
Serapion, Avicenna, Holy Abenragel, Zsasael, Plato, Aristotle,
Aeschines' Orations, Terence, Varro's De Originae linguse .
Latinse, Cicero's Letters, Verrine Tully, Livy, Ovid,
Seneca's Tragedies, Quintilian, Aulies Gellius, Noctes
Atticae, the Golden Aés of Apuleius and Suetonius;
trenslations of Plato and Aristotle, the Greek and Latin

dictionary; works of Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio and

T. Dugdale, 1V.405.

2. Savage, 140 (Munimentsa scademica Ed. Austey 2 vol. 1858
Rolls Series.)

3. Savage, 144,

4., Warton, 1.186.
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(1)
Caluccio Salutate's letters. The most significant feature

connected with this list of books is the fact that they
indicate that the patrons of this library were becoming
acqﬁainted with literature which introduced the modern
scientific age. Thus, the library 6onta1ned the works of
the men of the early Renaissance of Italy, as well as
scientific works upon astronomy, medicine, and the like.
After the death of the duke of Gloucester, the good
fortunes of this library continued only & few years, for
it was formed in the age of the dissolution of monasteries
and dispersion of libraries. A disregard for the rights
of property was the fashion among all men, from the poor.
begging student even ta the sovereign of England.
Monasteries, churches, schools, and libraries did not escape
the practices of the age. Yet, at Oxford, a modern library
wpich was to serve as a model for many another had been
established from the remnants of the older libraries.
From now on, the object of the library became less and less
to ﬁake it a storehouse of information,and more and more
to make it an effective tool for the éoientific acquiéition
of knowlédge. The ciasaios were no longer frowned upon for
the churchmen were no longer in control, and the Rensissance
at last had an opening in which to begin ite work of

destruction and feoonstruotion.

T See’list of Gloucester's DoOks in Mun, Acad. 756-65;/ '
Sevage, 142-3.



CHAPTER III.

General Characteristics of English lMedieval Libraries

The peculiar needs and aims of English libraries
before the sixteenth century developed in then certain medieval
charascteristies of library economy, which varied slightly
a8 the aims and needs of libraries became more compretansive.
For example, in the earliest centuries, the object of
libraries was confined to the accumuletion of those books
which were test adacted to conducting of church offices.
The regulations of the libraries were comparatively simple, and
were g part of the esteblished govermment of the monastic
order by which the library had been founded. With the

introduction of a study o: Latir end Greck, and the

accunulation of monastic records and chronicles, the size
of the libraries was materially incressed. As a result,
more stringent and comprehensive rules became necessary for
the prober preservation and use of books which were not in the
least easy to obtain. It was found necessary to develop
methods of cateloguing and classifying books, and larger
rooms had to be provided for themn. 3ut not until toward the
close of the manuseript veriod, when modern inventions were
faciliteting the accumulation o: books, did Englich libraries
throw of{ their medievel charscteristics and enter upon the
age o1 printed books.

The most distinguishing charscteristic of the medieval
library was the novel method which it employed of multiplying

the number of its mesnuseripts. By far the greater part of
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thesé were writtcn within the monastery itself, in & special
room supplied for that purpose, nemely, the Scriptoriunm. The
room which received the appellation of Seriptorium wes a
"eell" or combartment, often located over the chapter, which
Wasvlarge enough to contain a group of monks--sometimes even
twelve to twenty--who were busily engeged in the transcription
of manuscrgéés. Where it wes possible, the Seriptorium was
pleced near the calefactory, where the scribes oftern repaired
in search of =2 more moderated temperature than that of their
cheerless Workgggm. During certain months of the year, the
Seriptorium was uninhabitable as a workrnsom. Certain writers

have left corroborations of this faect. The following couplet,

which was on a fly-leaf of a manuseript found in Ramsey Abbey,
is an interesting illustration of this fact:

"As we sit here in tempest, in rain, snow, snd sun,
Ror writing nor reading in cloister is done." (3)

According to Odericus Vitalis' own words, he was forced to

po?Z%one his writing on account of the =pproach of winter.

"It is now winter, and I a- suffering from the severit; of

the cold, ana propose to amllow myseli some respite for other
oécupations, sna fati-ued with my work, shall herc bring the
present book to a close. When the returning s.ring brings with

it sereeuner skies, I will resuwme in th- seque., my n=rrative

1. Yodan, 34; Hardy XX-XYI, "lartens de Antiq. Ecclesiae.
Relibus, App. vol. iii, 534. = EBd. 1737"; Zaitland, Dark
Ages, 404, 407.

£. laitland, 406

3. Clark, 81

4. Odericus Vitalis, The fcclesiastical History of fngland
and Normandy, Tr. by Thomas rorester, 1854, IV. 20.
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of matters which I have hithert> treated cursorily, or which
still remain to be tolu, and, by God's help, employ my faith-
ful pen in elucidating the causes of peace and war emong my
countrymen."

All the occupants of the “eriptorium were subject to the
most severe and stringent rules oi discipline. Striet silence
was enjoined upon the monks, and, in order to carry out this
rezulation, = language of signs wes invented by whiceh the
serive indicated the ob ects or books which he might wish to

be given to hinm. In the ordinary 3emnedictine mon:sstery, the
geners1l sign used by @ monk to indicate that he wished & book
was to extend the hands in e movement as if he were turning over

the leaves of a book. If he desired a missal, he nadded to
this the sign of o cross; if he desirei a psalter, he placed
his hands upon his head in the shape of a erown; anda, most
interezting oif all, if ho Wi§§8d & pagan worx, he scratched
hi. ear in the manner of a dogz. Whether it was possible to
make use o such sizus on & large scale or not, is & debat-
able question, but they at least indicate that the variet,

of books which were used as copies was, at most, extremely
limited. In order to.canstantly impres:s upon th. mind of the
scribe the necessity for silence, the rules were posted in

variosus pliuces upon the wall. When consultation(gﬁs necess-
ary 1t was carried on in an adjoining apsrtment. Some-

times in the larger monesteries, where it was desirable to

l. Madan, Z¢; Hardy, 26: xviii
2. Hardy, YXVI: xviii, xxii, xxii-xxiii.
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make several copies of a2 manuscript at the same time, one of
the monxs was sclected to read aloud, snd the scribes wrote as
he uig%;ted. This method of tramscription of books doubtless
accounts for variations in orthography ard grammar which have
becn n ticed in manuscripts of the same dats, and coming

(2)
from the same monzsstery.

Some 01 the regulations current in the Seriptoriums
remind one foreibly of rules which are ordinarily observed
in the modern schoolroom 19: the adolescent. There were

certain hours for opening and closing

<

which were fixed by
the abbot, and which were longer in the summer than in the
winter. Artificial light was strictly forbidden, in order

to prevent injury to the manuseripts from any grease which
xight fall froxz the candle, and to prevent the occurrence

of eontlagrations. No seribe wos allowed to leave the
Seriptorium until he had obtained permission, be he merely

& boy transeribiaz letters, or an elder monk em_.loyed

in more serious duties. "To prevent idleuness", no one was
allowed to enter the Seriptoriunm exc§pt the prior, abbot, sub-
prior, precentor, or cantor and arma;ius. As the work of

the Soriptorium increased in importance, the more learned
scribes misht be assigned to small izdividual Seriptoria.
Wil_ism oi lalmesbury, llenry Huntingdon, Matthew Faris, Aelfric
of St. Albans, are supposed t?zyave ceonmziled their btooks

within such exclusive apartments.

l. Putnam, I. 66
2. See also Madan, 34
3. Hardy, XXVI: xi-xiii
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In many of the less pretentious houses, where it was

not profitable to masintain & separate scriptorium, the work

of transceription was carriec on within the cloister, which

was the center ol nmonastic life. Here only were the brethren
allowec to congregate, ezcept at meal-time, when they went

to the dining-hall, and certain times of the year, when they
were allowed to go into the calefactorium. According to the
rites ol Durhax, in the cloister there were great almeries

kept azainst the church wall opposite the carrells, wherein
were stored "the Doctors ot t?i)Church as other prophane authors

with dyverse other holy mens wourks". These carrels. which

were recesses placed at each window, were not strietly private,
8ince they orened upon the cloister walk, and the oceupants of
then gse under the general supervision of the Keeper of the
books. Witkin the cloister, many wmanuscripts were written,
and much instruction given to tﬁe novices and choir-boys.

Cne of the most famous examples 6f the cloister which conteirned
these carrelS(gg that at Durham, which is described in the
rites of Durham. There is, at Gloucester, a cloister which
has a series of twenty-one stons carrels, which were built
between 1370-141Z, but 8ll oi thes:s do not seem to have been
used for storing bogi;. The following desceriptive poem lends

(5)
& congidersble humsn interest to the scene within the cloister.

1. Rites of Durha:,

2. The structure of these carrells is ably discussed by Clark,
in his Care of Sooks, 90-98.

3. Rites of DJurham,

4. Clark, 96-98

5. Taylor, 72
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"eanwhile, along the cloister's painte. side,
The monks--esch bending low upon his Dbook
With head ou harnd reclined--their studies plied;

- id ¢ n nt to 0k,
igggtgwagsp%ﬁéi¥'rg§u atggosea%s %gey took.

The strutting prior gezed with pompous mein

And wakeful tongue, prepared with prompt rebuke,
If monx asleep irn sheltering hood was seen,

He wary often peeped beneath that russed screen.

"Hard by, ageinst the window's adverse light,
Where desks were wont in 1en§3h of row to stend
The gowned ertfificers inc.ln to write,

The pen of silver glist.ned in the hand:

Some on their fingers rhyming Latin scanned;
Some textile gold from balls unwinding drew
And on stained velvet, stately portraits planned,

Here erms, then faces shone in embryo view,

At last to glistening lifc the totel fisures grew."

The maintenance of the scriptorie and the cloisters
necesgsitated so:ie method of obtain ng & fixed income. In
many cases the general expenses of the house embrased the costs
of the seriptorium, certain portions ol the income bein- set

aside for the necessary task of transcribing books. Often,

special grant?lwere made, or regular endowments were avsilable
for the purpose. At St. Albane, when th. scriptorium was
first esteblished under Abbot Taul, "one Robert, & Forman
Znight, bestowed two parts of the tithe of his demeane at
Halfigid" for the support of the scriptorium. 4Leter, the
tithes of Redburn were syppropriated to the same use. Robert

of Gorham grectly enriched the monastery by gifts, and he

(3)

encouraged the transcripiion of books. The Precentor of

l. Savage, 88® "Chron. Mon. de Abingdon, ii. 133, 328"
2. Dugdale, II. 183
3. Dugdale, II. 187
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Abingdon obtained tithes worth thirty shillings for bdbuying
(1)

perchment. The prior o:i Evesham received the tithes of
Bengworth to maintein the scribes, and for the purchase of
parchrmernt; and five shillirzs annually from the Manor of

Hampton to pay the precerntor; ten shillings fnd(g%ght pence T

from tithes o2 Store and Alcester, t> buy izk, e;c. These
brief notices are suificient t- corvey some concection both
of the costs and the sources of income of the medievel manu-
factory of books.

The officer who hacd charge of the work done in the
serictorium and the cloister was the Armarius, who also had
charge c¢f ‘he books of the library. This officer sppervised
ir the capacity of an assisxant to the abbot of the housz, for
no worx could be assigned by him without having first the '
approval of the abuot. Not the least of the precentor's
taszs was tkst oi preventing, as far as _ossible, any altera-
tions beirg made in th manuscer pt which & given monk was
transeribing. Considering the nuiber oi mistakes-which were
nade in s ite o. thie precaution, it is appsrent that sdmoritions
on this ecore must have seldow been superfluous ones. It
was also the duty o: the precentor to provide fot the brethren
the books which were to be tranéggibed. He was also enjoined
to ﬁaintain the strict silence in the scriptorium which was
necessary to carry on the work of the brethren. Thus, he
had to provide the scr:vtoriwm with desks, frames to hold the
books which were to be copiec, rulers, weights to keep down
the peges, parchment, in , pens, pumice-stone for rubbing

Savage, 88% "Chron. Xon. de Abingdon. ii. 133, 228

X
2. Dugdsle, II. 187
2. ladan, 34
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Parchment, awls to mark off the linec. Ee was under strict
injunction not to distribute more parchment than was necessery
for transcription of th. copy in hand, a regulation which
incidents1ly throws some light upon the costs attached to
writing.

It i1s evident that the material ugon which the books
were transcribea was, aliost without exeception, perchment or
vellun. The ter: parchment. however, was used interchangeably
to designate either one or the other. The invention of paper
no doubt decrease§ the expenses of the scriptorium to a
cornsidersole devgg;, though therc are no peper manuscripts
Znown to have been written in Western Europe before the
fourteenth centéf}. The'pens which were used in most of the
seriptoria 5: England for wen; centuries were quills which
had been teken froix swans, geese, erow., é%g. The black

ink used from the seventh to the twelfth centuries was of an

exceedingly briliisnt and dursble qualit;. Other colors

1. Hardy, ZXVI.xv-xvii.

2. Warton mages the statement that the invention of printing
did not se.m to have immediately contributeu to the multipli-
cation of menuseripts, anda Zacilitation of knowledge. "Even
80 late as the reigr >f our Henry VI., I have discovered the
Iollowirg remarxable instance of the inconveniences ard impedi-
ments to stud; which must have been producei by a scarcity of
books. It is in the statutes of 5t. lary's College, Oxford,
founded in the year 144¢6. 'Let no scholar occupy & book in
the librery above 1 hour, or 2 hours at most, so that the
others shall e hindered fro.. the use of the same'. Statut..
Coll. S. Marise pro Oseney. De Librarie f. 21. Lss.
Rewlins. Bibl., Bodl. Oxon."n Warton, I. 185

3. Warton, I. 185. The invention of paper wes made at the
close of the seventeenth certury. '

4. Harecy, YXVI.. xvi. "Some of the instruments necessary for

the occupation of » seribe are given in a Ms. Harl. 28%2C
written in Itel; in the tenth century."
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of ink were used for illuminsting purposes, especiel’y, red
snd purple, silver and gold, which were used for the headings
of the chapéégs. There were other _aterials whkich were
necessary t> the scribe as the boards, and leather, and
ornaments which were used in binding of the menuseripts when
they were conpleted Durbham znd Winchester, during the
twelfth century, became celebrsted ior their proficiency in
birdirg and ornementing their books. In th. tenth to elevernth
centurics, rany manuscripts were transcribed which were famous
for the bindings in whicl they were contained. An evcellent
example of the art ot binding Ior this period is the Latin
Gospel ot St. John, taken from the tomb of St. Cuthbert, a
manuseript which was "bouﬁd in boards and covered with red
1eathé§z.

The stor; of the cloister life abounds with e diversity
of humsr interests, for it is a stor; arising from the contacts
0f many types of hum -t nsture. Not every monk was a studious
soul, given to the steadfast pursuit of learning and its fe-
éom;enses. Jany a monk was called away from his labors in
trte field in order that h- mighf employ himself more profit-
ably at study and writing. Alcuin considered the work of the
scriptorius of far more furndarmentel value than manual labor,
and provided that his monks should engage themselves in this

(3)

praiseworthy occupation. In many monasteries, only & limited

l. Hardy, "XVI. xvi '

2., Madan, 40-42. Vaden gives here an exceedingly interesting
deseription of the process which was used in th: birding of
books.  According to iim, the wost famous bindings belong to
the age of printing.

3. Savage, 78. "Citation from Const. of Carthusians.”
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number of the scribes werc tresined for the purpose of writing
anrd transcribing books, and often the less learned were appointed
to the manual tasks. In certain localities, writin% was
considered the "legitimate task for the weacer memberé)only."
The Beneiictine and the Cistercian houses provided that each
of the brethren should have some part in study and promotion
of literature. It is not unnatursl thet Many monks went about
their task begrudgingzly and, finding their work so irksome, they
produced second-rste manusceripts. The Colophon of & manusecript
written by Raoul, of St. Aignan, is extremely interesting as
8 portrays1l of the mind of ome sceribe onm the subject. "Be
carefu’l with your fingers; don't put ther on my writins, You
do not know what it is to write. It is excessive drudgery: it
erooks your back, dims your sirht, twists your stomach and sides.
Pray, then, my brother, you who read this oook, pray for poor
Raoul, God's servant, who has copiled it entirely with his own
hand in the cloister of 3t. Aigz(xix)l."

In the smaller ornes, where the book: and inconme available
were more closely 1limited, probably only & small number of the
inmates took up literary pursuits. As a result, the number
of great literary centers Was‘not synonynous with the number

of established monsstic orders. In England, it was limited

1. Savage, 78
2. Savage, 81



to the larger houses, as St. Alvans, Durham, and Glestondbury,
York, and elsewhere. At St. Albans the official historio-
grayher, or special scribe, was not provided1until the days

of Simon, who seems t: have created that of:(t‘;ge. atthew
Paris, 123(-125:, who was also at ©t. Albans, added luster

to the fame of the house. Unlike many of the weazer members,
he trenseribed his books from the pleasure there was in 1t, and
took the greatest pride in msking his work of the highest
possible type. There were many other scribes who were equally
solicitous concerning ths character o: their work. In many
monasteriss, the abbots were themselves skilled seribes, and
so great was the honor attached to the appellation that even
the proudest desired to have it aseribed to themselves. In
Ireland, in the seventh century, the penalty for ki}ling a
seribs was the same as the peralty for killing an ;E%ot,
doubtliess vecsuse most of the abbots were, or had been,

skilled scripes themsslves.

The monks who were residents of ths monasteries, howsver,

did not by any meons have a monopoly upon the writing of
manusceripts. Eveﬁ oﬁtside the monasteries, there were
professi nal scribes who became experts in tha art of writing.
The scriptorium ot thg monastery, if it were very prosperous
and industrious irn the multiplication of books, often employed,
even within its sacred walls, these secular seribes. Especially

needed were the services of the professional illuminstors,

1. Herdy, xxxii, ff
2. Madon, 33
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who were employed in finishin the book by rubrication and
painting, when there were none oi the brethren sufficiently
dextrous in that ar;. In casc wills or deeds, or legal
documents, were drawn up, the notari: was pressed into service.
Aside from these special scribes, the corzmon scerive wss often
calleu 1in to assict the output oif coé%gs. So relentlessly

were the hired scribes held to their tasx thet they were not

allowed to %o out to buy food, out were supplied in the common
[»]

2)
diningz hall.  When Abbot Paul tounded the scriptoriuw at St.

Albans, he supplied it with secular scribes, in order to develop
the art of writins in his monaéiéry, and n> doubt & art of
the tithes which were »btained froz Robert)the Norman Knig%t)
werc used for their mainténance. A OGhronicle of the llonastery
at Abingdon indicated that tre practice of hirinz seribes was
prevalent at that houss. No doubt these outsiders contributed
in no smagll degrece to the seriptorium of Abingdosz. In the
later [liddle Ages, tre piet, of the monks fai.ed to commend
to thex the lsbors oi the seribe, and the worz of transcription
felL alrmos: entirely into the hanas of the professional scribes.
The lebors of the scribe were of two kinds, nacely, the
prodauction of original work, cnd the reoroduction of existing
manuscripts. By far, most of the writing done belouged to

the latter class. The oriz pals which were copied were often

borrowed or bought from neighbor ng monasteries, or even from

foreign countrics, especially Rome. Thus the beginning of
1. Jadan, 326

2. Hardy, xxii-iii

Z. Savage, 78, "Geste abb. K. S. Albani, i. 57-8."

4. Dugdale, II. 183
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th?l?ollection of books accunuleted =t Canterbury camze from
Rome. The Latin gospels which were transcribe. by Eadfriad,
bi?hgp of Lindisfarne, no doubt originzlly came from the same
souice. The class of books which were transcribed in the
seriptoriuc varied with the purposes for which fhey were intended
In the smsllsr houses, probably only the missels anc service
books were trsnscribed until the size of the librery increased.
Numerous copies of the gospels and portions @% Scripture were
nade. There are meny celebrated examples of these sacred
manuscripts, as the "Lirdisfarne Gospels" of the seventh
certury, and Alcuin's Bible of tge eighth century, both of
which are now in the British Hué;&m. Avvisit of Ralph de
3andoke to the treasury of 2t. Paul found twslve gospels
sdorned with gold and jewels, and a commentery oi Thomas
Aquinas. The worzs of the Latin fatheres were also favorites
manuscripts of the seriptorium. ¥or exanmple, nost oi the
copies ol such writers as Jerome, Augustine, Gregory, which
were found in sll the libraries, must have been coried by.
English scribes. Nor did the scriptoriu neglect to trans-
cribe such 2f the clagzsics as were zvailable. Suer libreries

as York, Canterbury, Gloucester, Oxforc, were, at least after

the Norman conquest, must have transceribed innumerable copies

1. Ante, 22
2. Dugdale, I. 22
3. Madan, 92 ff;, Ante, 27
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(1)

of the classics.

Little need be added to what bhas already been recounted
in the tforegoing chapters, concerning the production of
original manuscripts. Suffics it to say, that, with the
exception o: certein notable figures such a. the suthors of

(2)

the Saxon Chronicles, kistories, ete., therc was, com,ared

with the amount of trauseribing, relatively little original
worz aone in the seriptoriun. £% the same time, onre can
hardly over-estirate the value of the work o- such mer as
Glldas, Bede, Roger oi Hoveden, Latthew Faris, Jatthew of
vestminster, end many others equally femous.

The menu.cript which was produced in the seriptorium
was extrecmely modern as to the form in Whicb it wes finished.
In inzlanC at leest the Romsn roll does not seem t- have been

pooular during the medievs1l periégz possibl, becausc the

bound volumes were more convenicnt for reading purposes. The
formati.n of thris style ol book was also cerhaps easy to
execute, for the scribe wrote only a "qué%grino” at a time.

ALfter the monxk had finish:=a one sectisn of perchiment the

l. For exsmple, tre librar, of Christ Church, Canterbury, in
i o ‘ou th centuries, contained msny copies
the g¥ﬁr6ﬁent£ %g%hiourteen c

of b ure ers and the Classics, which were no doubt
Xnglish transcripts.
2. Ante, 39

3. ladan, 14

4. This term was used to mesn four sheets of perchment usually
about tern inches hisrh, which were folded together so that they
formed sixteen pages. The parer books oi later deste varied
more in formetion because they were on large sheets which could
bs folde~ more thesn omnce. Thus there develo:ed the folio,
quarto, octavo, which original.y referred to the way in which
the shcets were folded. See also Ladan 14
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procentor provided him with another, and then snother, and
so on until his book was gradually completed. £9 & rule,
there was no titiz page, snc th. title of the book was
placed at the end of the manuscript, souetimes with the name

'y

of the scribe and the date, but more often without. After
the transcription ana illuminé%lon were completed, the manu-
sceript was given into other hands to be bound. Though the
appearance ol the bvinding was similar to that used at the
present time, it was infinitely wore durab.e, ana at the same
tiue morzs elab rately acorned. There are extant many specimens
of the worxmsnship of th:s ..ediev 1l bookmaker. The covers
were made oI wood, anc were bound with a heavy quality of
leather. The leaves were enclosed between the covers by
mecns of cords which were passed through holes which were

made in the boards for the pur ose. The exterior of the
binding was orn:-masnte: by raised figures, or decorative lines.
There were m-ny instunces where grest sums were spent to em-
bellish: these Lindings with elaborate designs wrought in ivory
and precious metals, often studded with jewels. The period
of greatest develorment iz binding, however, belongs rather

to the early days of printing, tharn to the earlier manusecript

period.

1. The age of illumination in the British Isles began in
Ireland, in the seventh century. The Irish style was trans-
ferred to the continent in the ninth century, anda combined with
continental styles, and was afterward re-introduced into
England. During the tenth century, Engliand developed a
national styis oi her own which was replaced by Norman and
German inflmence after the conquest.

See further, lladan, 47-58



—92-

There is mno devzlopment in Engliskt book production which
is more meaisval than the manner in which the seribe sought to
protect his manuseript from any molesting hand. In the ahsence
of effectual copyright laws, he put to literary use some form
of a curse, wrich he a:pended to the bookx which he was writing.
In meny monastic houses hardly & manusceript was completed without
kaving a more or less severe form of a curse attached to it.
Sometimes there were definite forus thaet prevaiied as models
for certain houses--for example the foll?¥}ng curse frequently

occurred in the manuscripts of St. Albans:

"This book belongs to St. Alban. Xay whosoever steals
it from him, or destroys its title, be anathema. Amen"

Another, of more sevare.ch?rgcter, was written in a manu:cript
2) '
of Christ Church, Canterbury:

"llay whoevsr degstroys this title, or by gift or sale
or loan or exchange or theft or by any other device
knowingly slienates this boox frox the aforesaid
Christ Church, incur in tris life the melediction
of ‘esus Christ and oxi the most glorious Virgin His
2lother, and oi Blessed Thomas, Martyr. Should however
ir please Christ, who is patron of Christ Churck, may
his soul be saved in the Day of Judgment."
The frequent occurance o1 such curses leasds to the supposition
thet thsy proved to be effective precautionary measures against
the mutilation and careless borrowing of books. One wonders,
however, what kina of penance would have been imposed upon
the sdribe so unfortunate as to damasge his own manuseript

‘with ink from the pen which had inseribed the curse.

l. Clark, 78 .
2.. This is part oi a curse taken from a manuscript in the
library at Trinity College, Cambridge, in Clark, 7S3.
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There are instances in the history of almost every library

wiich indicate that th: purchase and importation of books

was a method used extensively to enlarge the sccunulation of
books. Biscop, and Theodore ot Tarsus, in the seventh century
made numerous gurchase: in Réi& to improve the library at
Canterbury. Bede relates that Xing Alfred of Northumbria
exchanged eight hides of land for s cosmography which Benedict
Ziscop had brought from Rome. This was indeed an cnormous
price to pay for such a book. since this was emough l=nd to
support eight families. It is not fair to form an extimate

oi the price of books from a few exaggerated instences of the
purchase of certain splendid volumes. It is certeinly true,
however, that the _rice Qf books was much greater in proportion
to fhe price o1 other commodities tham it is at the present
time. This variation of prices of books is due to the
difference of the cost oi proauction. In spite of the
enormous cost o1 manuscripts, the English book trade attasined
& much 1arger proportion than is usual.y thought. Lecording
to Venetisn Archives, books were being imported to England by
Galleys which brought produce o: the East to merchants in
London and Southéﬁpton. “here is extant a writ of Xing Henry
IV. sent to the collectors of the pett; customs in London to

"let gd freely without custom six barrels of books sent to

"the prioi and convent of Holy Trinity of Norwich, by Adan,
late cardinsl of the church of Rome, given them by will dated

October im this §g&r" It is evident that these books were

1 Ante, 23
- Elton, Great Book Collectors, 1893, 15
3. Dugdsle, IV. 2




allowed to pass free of dutyﬁ?ecauee 0t the fact that they
camc into England as a gift(;é also an excellent illustration
of snother important methnd oi aceumulation of books, namely
obtaining lsrge gifts from beneificent patrons
Although the libraries of ledieval England did plsy an
important role in the life of the cathedral snd the monasteries,
yet the circumstences which attended the accumulation of books
had the effect of greatly limiting the size of libraries. As
a result, we find that in the early Gays the few booiks which
were possessed were usually stored in the chéiéh. The cloisters
often contained the sm-11 collections in the book pre?s?s
which were used as receptacles in whiéh to place the bgoks.
In the words of Ceoffry oi Sainte Barbe, who lived in the
twelfth century, "A cloister without & boox press, is a fortress
without an armgﬁg.“ Thes; presses nrobably contained a 3ible,
service booxs, missals, lz2ctionaries, liturgies, and hyumn books
used for worship. There is no better description of the
medieval cloister than in the Eites of Durham:
"In the north syde of the Cloister, from the corumer

over sgainst the Church dour to the cormer over

againste the Dorter dour, was all fynely glased

from the hight to the sole within a litle of the

grownd into the Cloister garth. And in every

wyndowe iij FPewes or Carrells, where every omne

of the o0ld lonzs had his carrell, severall by
. bimselfs, that, when they had dyned, they dyd

1. For prices oif books, see Savage, Appendix A.

2. Rites of Durham, in Cleark, 90, Post

2. The Armariumn presz does not appear t> have been used before
the eleventh century, though the fenestra, or ocurboerd, a2 recess
in the wall, was used by St. Pachomius. See Clark, 64

4. Hertford Seminary Record, 22, 1918.
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resorte to that place of Cloister, and there
studied upon there books, every one ir his

carrell, all the after nonne, unto evensong
tyme. This was there exercise every daile.

"In every carrell was a deske to lye there bookes
on. And over ageinst the carrells against the
church wall did stande certasine great almeries
(or cupboards) of waynscott all full of bookes,
whereiz did lye as well the o0ld suncyent written
Doctors of the Chureh as other prophane authors
with dyverse other holie mens wourks, so that every
one dyd studye what Doctor pleased them best, bsvinge

the Librarie at all tymes to goe study in besydes
there carrells.™ (1)

Separate library rooms were not built until the beginning
of the fifteenth century. These were often erected over the
cloister, or some other building. They were long and narrow,
especially when built over the cloiséil. When it was possible
there were windows on tﬁo sides which were placed at regular
intervals from eachother. The book presses, with the end to
the wall, were pleaced between the windows. This arrangenment
must have beeu a very convenient one, where the number of
books'wés no grester than it was ir the medieval period. At
the end of this period desks converient for reading, having
shelves for books above them, began to teske the place of the
0ld book presses. - Often the books were fastened securely
by means of chains. Thislwas the common custom in the academic

(3)
libraries. Such an errangement of the books indicates that

l. Clark, 90

2. 1Ibvia.

3. Clark, 135 fi. Clerk gives come intensely interesting
details on this subject.
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they were intended for constant refercnce. At the same time,
the msnuscripts were still more or less looked upon as muscum
specimens, to be carefully guasrded, and not to be taken from
the library. In some cases the books were placed in book-cases
containing several shelves (gradus). Good examples of such
arr?n%ement were to ?e)iound at the libraries of Litchfield
1l £
Abbey,and Dover Priory.
Relative to the classification and arrangement of the books
it will not be out of place to quot? a pessage from the prefsace
3)
of a register of Dover Priory librery:
"The present Zegister...compiled in the year of the Lord's
incarnation 1389, under the presidency of John
Neunam, prior and monz of the szid church, is
gseparated irto three main divisions. The object
is, first, part may supply information to the
precentor of the house concerning the number of
the books and the complete knowledge of them;
that the second part may stir up studious brethren
to eager and frequent reading; and the third may
point out the way to the sreedy finding of individual
treatises by the scholars."
It is evident from the above paessage that the catalogue of
this library was intended to be a convenient as possible.
The precentor was obviously recuired to be a competent
reference librarian, as well as a student, since he was to
be thoroughly familiar with the books of the library, and with

the easiest access to then. More interesting still is the

l. ladan, 78 ff
2. Ante,
3. Hartford Seminary Record, 22, 1912
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attempt to simplify the classification as much as possible
in order to encourage studious habits on the part of the
patrons ol the library.

The hooks of the library at Dover Zriory were separated
into nine classes, which were marked sccording to the first
nine letters of the slphabet. Each of these classes was
subdiviaed ega.n into seven shelves, which were numbered from
the bottom wit: Roman numerals. Each book hed & number show-
ing its position upon the shelf, which was marked on the outside
of the voox and the teble of contents. On the second, third,
or fourth leaf was written the name of the book preceded by
the class letter and shelf number, and followed by the first
words on that page whiéh arc proof of identification. These
are followeu by the number of pages in the volume, and also
the number of treatises. " The first divisior is = shelf list
using the cntries made in the book. The second division gives,
after fhe shei: and place rumbers, the titles of all treatises
in the volume, and pages on which the treatises are to be
found. The trird division gives en alphabeticel index of
the tracts contained in the different volumes, with the proper
references to class, shelf, book, and leaf, so that any work
could be readil, fouééf The care with whieh the deteils of
this classificetion sre worked out in order to make the books
of the iibrard oi th. most possible use, is perhaps somewhat

surprising. For the medieval librery it must have served its

1. This entire description is taken from Hartford Seminary
fecord.
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purvose quite as satisfactorily as the classification of the
larger zodern library.

The majority of the books which made up the Yedieval
English li?iiries were, without question, writings pertaining
to the church. There was contoined in thexm such literature as
church histories, confessions of ssints, lives of seints. lstters,
theological discussions, psalters, missa.s, lectionaries, gos.els,
commentaries, etc. This iiterature was revresented by such
authors as Ambrose, Jerome, Tertullian, Cassius, Cassiodorus,
Gregory, Isidore, 3asil, Cyril, Chrysostom, Eusebius, 3Bede,
Rabanus, llaurus, Bernard of Cleirvaux, _anfranc, Anselm, Feter
~ombsrd, and Thomas Aguinas. Perhavs next in importaence were
the ecducaetional works, sucl as the worzs on the seven liberal
arts, works on history and oratory and science, which were
r«.resented by the fo;lowing men: Donatus, Prician, Cassiodorus,
Rabanus ‘gurus, Cicero, tuintilian, Aristotle, Boethius,
Seneca, Ovid. Juvenal, Zucen, -liny the %é%er. Surtonius, Caesar,
Lueretius, Tacitus, Varro, Pleto, snd others. sfter the Norman
Conquest there is a noticeable increese in the works of classics,
especially science and trenslations made from the Greek and Latin

(3)

as well as Italian and French suthors.

1. The number of books which were mentioned by Leland in his
Itinerary was one hundreu twenty-four, sixty-two per cent of whieh
were books relating to the Ohurch. The number of books mentioned
in the llonasticon Anglicsnum is two hundred fifty-four, seventy-
seven —er cent of which were relating to the Church. Although
these figures zive no accurate conception of the nurber of books
iz Englend during the medieva. period, yet they must proportion-
ately represent the number of Church fathers fourd in the libraries.
2. Cataslogue of Christ Church librery, in Edwerds, I. 122

2. For number of volumes contsined in the medieval libraries,

see Savage, Appendix C.
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The methods of circulating the books are extreumely interest-
ing, =nd belong in large part to the history of the regulations
which were msde by the monastic orders comncerning the use of

the books. The firast of these ru%es is that of the Benedictine
1)
order, drawn up in the sixth century:

"Idleness is the enemy of the soul; hence brethren ought,
at certain seasons, to occupy themselves with manual
labour, and sgain, st certsin hours, with holy reading...

"Between Easter and the calends of Cctober let them
apply themselves to reading from the fourth hour till
near tre sixth hour.

"From the calends of Cctober to the beginming of Lent
let them apply themselves to reading until the second
hour.... During Lent, let them apply themselves
to resding from morring until the end of the third
hour... and, in these d=ys of Lent, let them receive
2 book apiece from the library, and read it straight
through. These books are to be given out at the
beginning of Lent."

Ve see that reading and study beccame an essential
feature of the Benedictine life. In the rule of the Cluniac
order, provision was made for the audit of books by the prégéntor
The decrees given by Archbishop Lenfranc to the English
Benedictines are similer to the regulations of the Clungggs.
In the customs of the Abbey of Evysham,in Worcestershire, no
borrower could take a book out "unless it be entered upon his

roll; nor is any book to be lent to any one without prorer

and sufficient voucher, and this, too, is to be set down in

(¢)
his roll." The order of the Carthusians has similar
1. Clark, 66
2. See Clark, 67
3. Ante, 9
4. Customs of Abbe, of Evesham in Clark, 69
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provisions for stud; and reading, and also for proteofion
of the books "against smoke or dust or dirt of any k££&.“
Thus we see that each order had provisions concerning intensive
study of rmanuseripts which were to be distributed to them by
the librerisan.

The circulation of books was not limited to the use of
those given to the monks st the yearly audit. Provisions
were also made for the frequent use of the common reference
books, and these were stored in a place accessable to all, as

the church, or cloister, or cha.ter house. Books were also

transported from librury to library either for reading or for

copying. Xany books were circulated also by the travelling
2) ,
monks. Though the methods of the dissemination of knowledge

used by these librarics sec-ms meagre to the student accustomed
to easy access to the modetn public library, yet great credit
must be given to the attempts which were made to make the use
of books as practical as possible. The difficulty of the
acquigition oi books 1is alone sufficient explanétion for the
" precautionary messures which limited the usefulness of the
libreaeries. In feirness to the medieva: librarien let us
observe that, were it not for the rapid multiplication of
books by means of the press, perhaps our own libraries might

not be far in advance of those of "the dark ages".

1. Clark, 69
2. Putnam, Books and their llakers, I. 59.
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APPETDIX A.

Bede's account oif his literary labours

(Bede, Ecclesiastical History, V. Conclusion)

From the time that I entesred th: priesthood till the
fifty-ninth yeaer oif my life, for my own needs and those of nmy
friends I have written and composed thesz booxs out of the
works of the venersble fathers, and I have also added thereto,
conformably to the sense ard spiritus’ interpretation.

First on the beginning of Genesis up to the birth of
Isaac and rejection of Ishmael I composed four books.

About the tabernacle and its vessels end priestly robes
three books.

On the first part ot Samuel, that is up to the death of
Xing Seaul, four books. "

On the building of the temple and its figurative inter-
pretation two books.

Again on the books oi the Kings thirty quesfions.

On the proverbs of Solomon three books.

On the Song of Songs six books.

On Ezra and lehemish three books.

On the Song of Habakzuk one book.

On the book of the blessed father Tobias of figurstive
interpretation as to Christ and his church one book.

On the gospel of Mark four books.

On the gospel of Luke six books.
Of homilies on the gospel two books.

On the apostle, whatever I have found in the works of
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St. Augustine, I have written all out irn order.

On the Aets of the Apostles two books.

On the seven cenonical Epistles sundry books.

On the Reveletion of 3t. John three books.

On the six ages 0of the world one book.

On the 'mansiones' of the childrer of Israel one Dvook.

About the words of Isaiah: 'et c¢lsudentur ibi ir carcerm
et post multos dies uisitabuntur.’

About the proper Leep-year one book.

About the fquinox, in sccordance with the explanation of
Anatolius oune.

On the histories of Saints.

A book of the life and passicn oif the confessor St. Felix.

The book oi Eaulinus: I turned out oI verse into prose.

The book o the life and passion of St. Ansstatius martyr,
which was 111 transleted out of Greek into Latin eand still worse
revised by some iliiterate person, I corrected by the sense,
as well as [ could.

The life of the holy father St. Cuthbert, who was both
mon¥k and bishop, I first composed in heroic metre end after a
time in prosge. '

The history and account of the sbbots of this monastery,
in whieh I rejoice to serve the divine goodness, that is
Benedict, Ceolfrith end Hwaetberht, I composed in two books.

The ecclegiastical history of our islsnd snd people I
composed in five books.

A Nertyrology concernirg the festivals of the holy martyrs,
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in which all that I could find, not only on what day, but also
in what form of strife and under what judge they preveiled
over the world, I carefully wrote.

Books of hymns in varied metre.

A book of epigrams in heroic metre.

On the nature of things and on times sundre books.

Agein on times one large book.

A Dbook on orthogrephy errenged in alphabetical order.

A book on metre, to which is appende:i another book on
figures and tropes.

Upon the forms and modes of speech, in which the canon

of holy seripture is composed.
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APPERDIX B.

Books fourd in Whitby Catalog of 1148.
(Edwards, Memoirs of Books, vol. I., 109-11.)

I. THEOLOGY.
Ambrose (Bishop of Milan), On the six days' work of
Creation.
OCn his brother's death.
Basil (Bishop of Caesarea), Homilies.
Beda, On the Proverbs.
On the Gospels of St. Mark and of St. Luke.
On the Acts and Canonical Epistles.
Bernard (of Clairvaux), Sermomns, etc.
Cassian, Rule.
- Caesarius (Bishop of Arles), Homilies.
Ephreem (the Syrian), Discourses to Monks.
Eusebius (Bishop of Emesa), Homilies.
Gratian, On the Decretals.
Gregory 'the Great' (Pope), On the strife of vices and
virtues.
Sermons.
Hugh of St. Yictor, Sacraments.

Ivo (Bishop of Chartres), Pannormia (a Collection of
Canons).

Isidore, On the Cld Testament.
On the Supreme Good.

Julian (Pomerius ?), Prognosticon.
Julian, Book of Paradise.

0do (Abbot of Clugni), The book of Cdo ?
Origen, On the Cld Testament.

Peter Lombard, on three of the Epistles of St. Paul.
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Prosper (of Aquitaine), On active and contemplative lifes
Raban Maurus (Archbishop of Mentz), On the Maccabees?

On the Gospel of St. Matthew.

On thre Gospel of St. John.
Rufipiis, Homilies?

Simon, The book of 3imon? (Liber Simonis.)
Exo@us Glosulatus.

Diadema Monachorum.
Glosae Psalteria in ii 1locis.
Glosae super Cantica Canticorum.
Glosae miper Epistolas Pauli in ii locis.
Imago mundi.
Liber Annotationum.
Liber de Archa Nose.
Liber de ecclesiasticis institutis.
Liber consuetudinum.

Micrologus de Missarum officiis.

II. HISTORY, ECCLESIASTICAL AND CIVIL.
Decreta Pontificum. (A forgery of the 9th cemtury.)
De situ Dunelmensis Ecclesiae.
Gildes.
Josephus.
Liver Mamnonis?
Liber Theophili et aliorum Sanctorum.

Miracula Sanctae Mariae.

Miraculs Sancti Andreae Apostoli.

Passio Sanctae Katarinae Virginis.
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Passionale Mensis Novembris.
" " Januarii.
Vita Sancti Cuthberti.
Vita Sanctae lMargaretae.
Vita Sancti Madonii.
Vita Bancti Brendani.
Vita Sanctae Mariae Magdalense.
Vita Sancti Benigni.
Vitae Sancti Firmini.
Vita Sanctae Fidis.
Vita Sanctae Mariase Egyptiacae, in versibus.
III. CLASSICAL LITERATURE, AND WORKS OF
MISCELLANEOUS WRITHERS, ANTERIOR TC THE
SEVENTH CENTURY.
Arator. Persius.
Adenus. Plato ('Liber Platonis').

Boethius, De Consolatione. Persicanus.

Cicero, De Amicitia. Prudentius.
" De Senectute. Sedulius.
Donatus. Statius.
Homer. (Virgil?) Bucolica. 1

Juvenal ('Liber Juvenalis')

Isidore, 'Etimologicon,' or
Origines.'

1 Young, History of "hitby and Streoneshald Abbey (1817/.
Pp. 918-920. ‘
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APPENDIX C.

Books transcribe? in the twelfth century for the monastic
1)
library at Peterborough:

Vetus et Novum Testamentum, in uno volumine,

gquafdr voluminibus.

Quingue libri lioysi glosati, in uno vol.

" A " "

&

Sexdeeim: Prophetae glosati, in uno vol.

Duodecim minores glosati Prophetae in uno volumine,

Liber Regum glosatus.
Parelipomenon.glosatus.

Job, Parabolae Salomonis, Ecclesiastes, Cantice
Canticorum glosati.

Liber Ecclesiasticus et Liber Sapientiae glosati,
in uno vol.

Tobyas, Judith, Ester et Estras glosati, in uno vol.
Liber Judicum glosatus,

Scholastica hystoria,.

Psalterium glosatum,

Item non glosatum.

Item Psalterium.

Quatuor Evangelia glosata, in uno vol.

Item lattheus et llarcus, in uno vol.

Johannes et Lucas, in uno vol.

Epistolae Pauli glosatae, Apocalypsis, et Epistolae
Canonicae glosatae, in uno vol.

Sententiase Petri Lomdardi. (Two co?iea)

. Sermones Bernardi Abbatis Clarevallensis.
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Decreta Gratiani. (Two copies.)
Summea Ruffini de Decretis.
Summa Johannis Fuguntini de Decretis.

Decretales Epitolae. (Two copies.)

Item Decretales Epistolae cum summa, sic incipiente:
Olim,

Institutiones Justiniani, etc.

Summa Placentini,

Totum Corpus Juris, in duobus voluminibus.

Arismetica. (Sic.)

Epitolae Senecae cum glii Semecis, in uno vol.

lMartialis totus et Terentius, in uno vol.
llorale dogma philosophorum.

Gesta Alexandri et Liber Claudii et Claudiani.

Summa Pebri Heylae de Grammatica, eum multis aliis
rebus, in uno vol.

Gesta Regis Henrici II et Genealogise ejus.
Interpretationes Hebraicorum nominum,
Libellus de incarnatione verbdi.

Liber Bernardi Abbatis ad Eugenium Papam.

Ve S e

Missale.
Vitae Sancti Thomae Martyris.

Mirscula ejusdem, in quinque voluminibus.

Liber Richardi Plutonis, qui dicitur unde malum,

Meditétiones Anselmi,
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Practica Bartholomeei cum multis aliis rebus, in
uno vol.

Ars physicae Pantigni et practicea ipsius, in uno vol.
Almazar et Dioscoridis de virtutibus herbarum.

Liber Dinamidiorum et aliorum multorum, in uno vol.

Libellus de Compoto.

T. Edwards, Nemoirs of Libraries, 1l6.
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APPENDIX D.

The catalogue of Glastonbury library in 1248 consisted
of four hundred volumes. Among these books were the
followgiéz

Bibliotheca una in duobus voluminibus.

Alis Bibliothecs integras vetusts, set legibilis.
Bibliotheca integrae minoris littersae.

Dimidis pars Bibliotheca magna versificata.
Alia versificata in duobus voluminibus.

Bibliotheca tres versificate.

and Aristotle, Isagoge of Porphyry.
Livy. Prudentius,
Orosius. ) Forfunatus.
Sallust. Persius.
Donatus. Pompeius.
Sedulus. Isidore.
Virgil, Aeneid. Smaragdius.
Virgil, Bucolics. Marcianus.
Aesop. . Horece.
Tully. Priscian.
Boethius., - Prosper.
Plato. Aratores.
Claudiah. ' Juvenal.
Cornutus.

In 1271, John made & large gift to Glastonbury,
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Questions on the 0ld and New Law.

St. Augustine upon Genesis.

Ecclesiastical Dogmas.

St. Bernard's Enchiridion.

St. Bernard's Flowers.

Books of Wisdom, with & Gloss,.

Postil's upon Jeremiah and the lesser Prophets,

Concordances to the Bible.

Postil's of Albertus upon Matthew, and the
Lamentations of Jeremigh and others, in
one volume.

Postil's upon liark.,

Postil's upon John, with & Discourse on the
Epistles throughout the year.

Brother Thomas' 014 and New Gloss.
Morebilius on the Gospels and Epistles;

St. Augustine on the Trinity.

Epistles of Paul glossed.

St. Augustine's City of God.

Kyl%ardesby upon the Letter of the Sentences.

Questions concerning Crimes.

. Perfection of the Spiritual Life.

Brother Thomas' Sum of Divinity, in four volumes.
Decrees and Decretals.
A Book of Perspective.

Distinctions of Meurice,
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Books of Natursl History, in two volumes.

Book on the Properties of Things.

Another addition was made to this library by Lord Abbot
and his scribes:
The Bible.
Pliny's Natural History.
Cassiodorus upon the Psalms.
Three great [lissals.
Two Reading Books. _
A Breviary for the Infirmary.
Jerome upon Jeremiah and Isaiash.
Origen upon the 0ld Testament.
Origen's Homiliéé.
Origen upon the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans.

Jerome upon the Epistles to the Galatiemns, to Titus,
and to rhilemon.

Lives of the Fathers.
Collations of the Fathers.
Breviary for the Hospitel.
An Antiphon.

Pars una lioralium.
Cyprian's Works.

Register.

Liber dictus Paradisus. -

Jerome against Jovinian.
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Ambrose against Novatian.

Seven Volumes of the Passions of the Seints for
the circle of the whole year.

Lives of the Caesars.

Acts of the Britons.

Acts of the English.

Acts of the Franks.

Pascasius,

Radbert on the Body and Blood of the Lord.
Book of the Abbot of Clarevalle de Amando Deo.

Hugo de S. Victore de duodecim gradibus Humilitatis
et de Oratione.

Physiomania Lapedarum et Liber Petri Alsinii in
uno volumine.

Rhetoric, two volumes.
Quintilian de Causes, in one volume.

Augustine upon the Lord's Prayer and upon the
Pselm lligserero mei Deus. ‘

A Benedictional.
Decreta Cainotensis Episcopi.

Jerome upon the Twelve Prophets, and upon the
Lamentations of Jeremiah.

Augustine upon the Trinity.
Augustine'upon Genesis.

| Isidore's Etymology.

Paterius.

Augusfine upon the VWords of our Lord.

‘Hugo on the Sacraments.
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Cassinus on the Incarnation of our Lord.

Anselm's Cui Deus HOmMO.

T. Terryweather, Babliomenia in the liddle Ages, 1849, 140-143.
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APPERDIX E.

Books presented by Bishop Leofric to the Exeter library

in the latter part of the eleventh century (Dugdale, lonasticon

Anglicanum, 1819, II. 527):

Two missals; a collect; three books of epistles; three
books of songs; a book of nijit songs; another book (echaracter
not indicated)ﬁ a tropery; two ordinary psalters and a Roman
psalter; two hymm books; four bé;ks of blessings, one of them
a precious book; omne English book of Christ; two books of
summer resdings and one of winter readings; a book of canonical
rules; & confessional in English; a book of homilies and hymns
for winter and summer; a éapitulary; a book of very ancient
nocturnal songs; three vooks of very old legends and readings.

Thére were also the following books in Latin: a Pastoral;
a book of dialogues; a book containing four of the prophets,
& book of Consolations, by Boethius; Isagoge of Forphyry; @&
pascional; a book by Prosper; a book by Prudentius on the martyrs,;
the book of the Prophet Ezekiel; & copy of the book of Isaiah;
a book of Etymology, by Isidore, as well as a book by him on
the lives of the Apostles; by Bede, an Exposition of the
-Epistles‘and an Exposition of the Apocalypse; & book by Isidore
on the miracles of Christ; a book py Orosius; the book of

Maocabees; a coﬁy of the Offices of Amalar; a book by Statius
with a gloes.
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I'r. H. 0. Severance,

Livrary,

»r

¥y dear Lr., Severance:e

It is customary for the Graduate Committee to
refer dissertations, submitted by candidates for the degree
of Master of Arts, to some member of the Group who is not
connected with the Department in which the candidate’s work
has been. done. I am sendiné you herewith a dissertation
which has been submitted by Eleanor Wilkes
I shall be greatly obliged if §ou will kindly examine the same
at your earliest convenience and report to us for the Graduate
Committee whether in your opinion the dissertation méets the
general standard which has been established in this
Uhi;ersity for the Master’s dissertation.

.Véry truly yours,

.l
//;;ﬁa,éLE:‘*———‘ﬁa .
Chairman, Graduate Ezﬁﬁgttee.
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