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New endowed professorship funded by Columbia couple 
Bill and Nancy Laurie of Columbia. Mo .. recently contributed $550.000 to the College of Veterinary Medicine 

to fund a new endowed professorship in equine lameness. The Lauries. who made the contribution in the name 
of their daughter Paige. raise horses on their farm in Columbia and are long-time supporters of the University 
of Missouri. This is the fifth endowed professorship created at the college since 1993. 

ON THE COVER: Hazel C. and Edgar F. Ebert Memoria l Scholarship winners, from left, Rebecca Smith , M ichael Parker, Brent 
Mayabb and Emily Clair, all VM-3 students, pose with pets near Clydesdale Hal l. Fu ll story on Page 8. IPHOTO BY ERIC ADAMS) 

The Velerinary Medical Review is published biannually by the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Cooperative Extension Service of the University of Missouri-Columbia. 

Editoriol office: W203 Veterinory Medicine Building, Columbia, MO 65211 ; phone 
(573) 882-3554 Jeff Borrow, editor; Dr. CB. Chostoin, advisor; Ruby Wells, 
designer; Eric Adams, Jeff Barrow, Don Connor, Brian Lukonic, L.G. Pa~erson , 
contributing photographers. 



T he College of Veterinary Medicine is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary - one

half century of dedicated service to the 
animal-owning public of Missouri - and 
we are truly enjoying a wonderful time of 
recollection. celebration and planning for 
the future! 

I hardly know where to begin to provide 
an update as the college has been 
experiencing such a whirlwind of activities, 
beginning in September 1996 with our 
Gala Reception in historic Jesse Hall with 
almost 1.000 in aUendance. 

We enjoyed a record-breaking 
attendance for homecoming celebration in 
October 1996 with several hundred 
graduates and families participating in a 
weekend of activities. I enjoyed visiting with 
those able to attend, and hearing stories of 
previous times at MU and the college. 

Great news! In addition to our existing 
endowed professorships in veterinary 
ophthalmology and cardiology, the college 
announced its third and fourth endowed 
positions during the Gala Reception. We 
are now searching for the Ralston Purina 
Missouri Professor of Small Animal 
Nutrition, reflecting a landmark 
partnership with world-famous Ralston 
Purina. Also, thanks to the wonderful 
generosity of Kansas City residents Tom 
and Betty Scott, long-time supporters of 
the college, we will soon begin recruiting 
for an endowed professor in veterinary 
oncology. With these unique additions, the 
college continues its journey into an 
exciting "new era" along with our ded icated 
commitment to develop nationally 
recognized Signature programs in key areas 
of veterinary medicine. 

Other exciting news - we are installing 
a linear accelerator to further enhance our 
capabilities to become a Midwestern 
referral and tertiary care center for 
diagnosis and treatment of cancer in 
animals. Our $11 million renovation 
project is in full swing scheduled for 
completion of phase I (the old teaching 
hospital) this fall, and phase II (historic 
Connaway Hall) next summer. Extramural 
funding for research has more than 
doubled during the past three years with 

evidence of continued growth for the 
future. Faculty have won teaching and 
research awards, and several dedicated 
and highly qualified faculty have joined the 
college since I last visited with you on these 
pages. More about new members of the 
faculty is presented on the inside. The list 
of good news seems to go on and on! It 
truly is a wonderful and rewarding time to 
be part of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine family. 

One concern relates to the ever- Dean H. Richa rd Adams 

increasing costs of higher education in 
general, and veterinary medicine in 
particular. The University has gradually 
become what is essentially a "state-
assisted" school rather than a "state 
school. ·' In fact, the state now provides less 
than 30 percent of the University's total 
operating budget, with the campuses 
expected to generate the rest through 
tuition, research income, clinical income, 
private donations and other sources. One 
negative result is the increasing debt 
incurred by our students during their 
education, placing them at an economic 
disadvantage just as they enter the private 
practice workplace or other chosen field of 
veterinary medicine. 

Although student debt might be 
construed only as a "student problem," in 
reality it has a falling-domino effect 
throughout the veterinary profession. Huge 
debts at the time of graduation certainly 
influence personal job selection decisions 
by new graduates, but eventually their 
debts can also influence other 
veterinarians. For example, when senior 
practitioners have invested much of their 
retirement equity into their practices, how 
can they recoup their investment if new 
veterinarians cannot qualifY for loans 
because of their own pre-existing 
educational debt? This is a real problem for 
us all to conSider. An article inside this 
edition addresse the importance of this 
issue. 

With the increasing pressures on public 
universities to become more self-suffiCient, 
the need has increased for innovative ways 
to help underwrite our educational 
mission. During the successful campaign 

College's 

Golden 

Anniversary 

illuminates 

bright future 

See Dean's Column 
on following page 

V e terinary M e dical RevieW' 3 



Dean's 
Column 
continuedJrom previous page 

to raise funds for Clydesdale Hall , the 
college has come to realize t.hat individuals 
and corpora tions are willing to make 
philanthropic investments t.o strengthen 
the college and enhance its fu ture. The 
college is now discussing the possibility of 
launching a major fund-ra ising campaign 
t.o help support. programma tic 
advancemen t. We plan to seek private 
support to fu rther our "cen t.ers of 
excellence" programs , upgrade t.eaching 
and clinical eqUipment (especia lly our 
aging radiography instruments !) and 
increase the endowmen t for studen t 
scholarships. 

As our renova tion project.s conclude, we 
will be hosting some "open house" event.s 
that you will be invited to at.t.end. We hope 
to see you there. In the meantime, thanks 

New Mules 

for your wonderful and continu ing support 
for MU and Missouri's only college of 
veterinary medicine. Things are really 
proceeding well at. t.he college, and we owe 
thanks t.o you for our curren t. growth and 
advancemen t into this exciting journey. 
Thanks and please drop by or cont.act me if 
you have any s uggestions, concerns or 
ideas about. the college. The coffee is 
always hot! 

H. Richard Adams , DVM, Ph.D. 
Dean 

Virginia LaRue Etheridge and C. Melvin Bradley pose with the new mules donated to the college by the Bayer Corporation 
and Etheridge to back up the college's original mascot mules, Hillda and Louise. The new matched pair are younger and larg
er than the original Hillda and Louise and are serving as a transition team wh ile the older mules are retired . 

Etheridge worked as a secretary in Connaway Hall in the 1940s. Bradley, a professor emeritus at the University of Missouri 
and a former Army cavalryman, wrote the definitive book on mules in Missouri titled "The Missouri M ule: His Origin and 
Times." He was instrumental in having the state General Assembly adopt the mule as M issouri 's official state animal. 

Both mule teams are used throughout the state in parades, fairs and other events. The mules are maintained by veterinary 
medicine students who formed the Mule Club to care for and show the mules. 
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Roberts receives triple honor with 
Alexandar von Homboldt Award 
Dr. Michael Roberts, 

chair of pathobiology, 
won a third prestigious 
award in a single year 
when he received the 
Alexandar von Humboldt 
Award last October. Earlier, 
Roberts was elected to the 
National Academy of 
Sciences, one of the h ighest 
honors for a scientist in the 
U.S., and was named a 
Curators' professor, the top 
award given to a faculty 
member by the Board of 
Curators. 

Roberts, the co-leader of 
the animal reproductive 
biology cluster in the Food 
for the 21st Century 
Program in addition to his 
position at the college, was 
honored with the von 
Humboldt award for his 
ground -breaking research 
in the field of reproductive 
biology. His work includes discovery of a surprising role 
for interferon, a cellular protein better known as an 
antiviral agent, in maintaining pregnancy in farm 
animals. 

The von Humboldt award is given annually to the 
person judged to have made the most Significant 
contribution to Amelican agriculture research in the 
previous five years. It is the most prestigious award in 

agriculture. 
The award is named for Alexandar von Homboldt , a 

German geographer and natural scientist of th e 19th 
century, and was created by Alfred Teipfer, a German 
grain merchant and philanthropist. 

Roberts received a Citation, a medal and a $15,000 
check from the Alexandar von Homboldt Foundation's 
President Karl-Hugo Schlunk. He also was presented 
with a resolution from the Missouri House of 
Representatives. 

Roberts was honored for 
his basic research in 
reproduction in farm 
animals in which he used 
molecular biology to study 
fertility. His primary 
research is with sheep and 
cattle. 

Roberts came to MU in 
1985 as the first professor 
in the newly formed Food 
for the 21 st Century 
Program. That program 
promotes basic research 
and was funded initially by 
appropriations from the 
Missouri General Assembly 
and now is funded in large 
part by external grants. At 
MD, he discovered an 
unusual form of interferon, 
now called interferon-tau. 
that is the signal from the 
newly fertilized egg to the 
mother that announces 
pregnancy. Interferons were 

better known for their roles in the immune system. 
In 1991, Dr. Roberts received a patent for the use of 

interferon in helping maintain pregnanCies. The failure of 
the female farm animal to recognize that she is pregnant 
costs livestock producers millions of dollars annually. An 
estimated 35 percent of fertilized embryos fail to attach 
to the uterine wall and maintain pregnancy. 

Dr. Roberts has initiated a new phase of work. While 
continuing to explore gene expression in the embryo 
before it attaches to the uterine wall. he is beginning to 
study many new exciting factors that may protect the 
embryo from immune rejection by the mother. He also is 
putting such genes into bovine embryo. 

Schlunk, president of the von Humboldt foundation. 
said that last year's "perilously tight" world grain supply 
reminded people about the need for research. 

"The only way to feed the world is by improving 
effiCiency of the technology," Schlunk said. 
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MU surgeon 

works to 

perfect 

arthroscopy 

for canine 

breeds 

N ot every orthopedic surgeon has the 
kind of in-depth, personal experience 

with arthroscopic surgery possessed by Dr. 
James Tomlinson. In addition to performing 
several hundred arthroscopic procedures on 
dogs, he has had arthroscopic surgery per
formed on himself to replace the anterior 
cruciate ligament in his right knee. 

Like many of the dog owners who, 
through personal experience, can under
stand the benefits of arthroscopy, Dr. Tom
linson knows the advantages of this mini
mally invasive procedure. 

"A lot of people have had arthroscopic 
surgery themselves and they can really 
relate to the procedure on their dogs," Tom
linson says. "For one thing, the recovery 
period is relatively short." 

There are other advantages in addition to 
short recovery periods. 
For example, an arthro
scopic procedure to 
repair a dog's shoulder 
can take thirty minutes 
using two I-centimeter 
incisions. Compare this 
to open-joint surgery 
which can take two 
hours and leave a 14-
centimeter scar. 

"For show dogs, the 
lack of a scar is impor
tant," Tomlinson says. 

But the main advan
tage of arthroscopic 
surgery is less morbidity. 
The patient is not as 
sore for as long com
pared to open-joint 
surgery, according to 
Tomlinson. In addition, 
the risk of infection is 
lower. 

Holding the arthroscope in place, right, 0 surgeon prepares to insert 
a surgical tool through a cannulo. 

Tomlinson is one of 
only a half dozen veteri
nary surgeons in the 
United States who regu
larly perform arthroscop
ic procedures on dogs. 
He has had patients 
fTom both coasts and 
from Chicago, but is 
looking for more Mis
souri dogs that can ben
efit from his expertise. 

The scarcity of experi-
6 Veterinary M edical Revievv 

Dr. Tomlinson, far left, demonstrates "triangulation" as he 
watches the television screen while working on his patient with 
arthroscopic instruments. 

enced veterinary arthroscopic surgeons is 
partly the result of the expensive equipment 
required, and partly the result of the steep 
learning curve necessary to master the task. 

The college was helped in acquiring 
equipment at a discount through Tomlin
son's collaboration with Dr. Pat Smith, an 
accomplished orthopedic surgeon in Colum
bia. Dr. Smith also taught some basic tech
niques to Dr. Tomlinson. 

"It helps to have someone like Pat Smith 
to help you get started," Tomlinson says. 
'Then the next step is getting the equipment 
and getting the experience with the equip
ment, so you know what works and what 
doesn't work." 

The cost of equipping an arthroscopic 
surgery suite with new instruments can run 
about $100,000, according to Tomlinson. 
The basic gear includes a television monitor 
and console, a camera and a camera con
troller, a light source and the scope itself 
(basically a rigid endoscope). 

In addition to this technology, an array of 
instrumentation is required, including 
numerous cannulas, probes, rasps, curettes 
and grasping instruments. Veterinary sur
geons adapt instruments designed for 
human patients, and all of the equipment is 
expensive. 

"A motorized burrer for arthroscopic 
surgery is basically a twelve thousand dollar 
'dremel' drill," Tomlinson says. 

Seminars and classes in veterinary 
arthroscopy are rare, so each surgeon is a 
pioneer in the field. Many of the specialized 
tools are designed exclusively for humans, 
and are useless for working on dogs, Tom
linson says. 

"Some of the techniques haven't been 
worked out and there is a steep learning 
curve," Tomlinson says. "At first, there's a 



lot of trial-and-error to figure out the best 
way to do it." 

Tomlinson said the very small move
ments required to work in tiny joint spaces 
are difficult to master. He added !.hat keep
ing oriented inside !.he joint can be confus
ing at first. 

"Il takes time lo learn how lo do it and 
it's nol easy," he says. 'You've gOl to learn a 
new skill, whal we call 'triangulation' - the 
ability to move both hands while looking al 
!.he monitor. " 

Japanese medical doctors started explor
ing the use of ar!.hroscopic techniques as far 
back as 1918. The techniques were brought 
to North America in 1965 by Dr. Robert 
Jackson of Toronto. Initially, surgeons used 
arthroscopes only to look inside joints for 
diagnostic purposes, but gradually the tech
niques evolved to include repairing prob
lems. 

In 1978, Dr. Bud Siemering of the A.I. 
DuPont Institute in Virginia started to pio
neer the use of arthroscopy in dogs. He was 
followed in !.he 1980s by Dr. Byron Person 
of Washington State University. As now, !.he 
early pioneers were limited by the size and 
expense of the instrumentation. As human 
surgeons began working on smaller joints, 
!.he instruments evolved to a smaller scale 
and became useful for small-animal veteri
nary surgeons. 

One of the typical surgeries performed by 
Dr. Tomlinson is treatment for cartilage 
Oaps in the shoulders of large and giant 
breed dogs (osteochondritis dessicans or 
OeD) . Another common procedure is treat
ing a fragmented medial cornoid process in 
the elbow. From 30 to 40 procedures for 
each joint are performed annually at MUs 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 

One especially useful function of 
ar!.hroscopy is exploratory surgery, especial
ly in elbows. Dr. Tomlinson tells !.he story of 
a national champion female Labrador 
retriever !.hat wouldn't run anymore. After a 
long nationwide search by !.he owners to 
determine !.he cause of her lameness, they 
brought the dog to the college and Dr. Tom
linson. 

"We did arthroscopy and found there was 
no cartilage in !.he joint," he says. 'That dog 
wouldn't hunt, and I don't blame her. " 

Dr. Tomlinson said he is testing new 
techniques and researching other problems, 
such as biceps tenosynovitis and cranial 

Cartilage research complements 
arthroscopic surgical techniques 

Dr. Jimi Cook points to the smoll incisions resulting from orthroscopic surgery. 

Articular (hyaline) cartilage is attached to bone to provide lubricated 
movement and shock absorbing functions. When cartilage is worn down 
or decays, the function of the joint is impaired and there is little that can be 
done to repair the problem. 

The body replaces damaged hyaline cartilage with less functional fibro
cartilage. If the original hyaline cartilage could be replaced with "cultured" 
hyaline cartilage, however, the treatment of cartilage disease or injury 
would be vastly improved. 

There have been attempts to grow hyaline cartilage in vitro and then 
reinsert it as a graft in a damaged joint. Because hyaline cartilage has no 
blood supply and no nerve connections, regeneration is difficult. 

Cartilage replacement research has become an active field comple
menting the advances in arthroscopic surgical techniques. Current knowl
edge suggests that the ability of grafted articular ch.ondrocytes ~o r.e.gener
ate hyaline cartilage in vivo is directly related to their number, Viability and 
differentiation at the time of implantation. 

Dr. Jimi Cook, DVM '94, is a surgical resident at the college who is 
doing basic research into growing hyal.ine c.artilage i~ tissu~ culture. In 
particular, his research is showing pror~lIse With three-dlmen.slonal culture 
of chondrocytes. He is exploring a variety of substrates to Improve graft 
composition, cell number, matrix production and substrate compatibility 

prior to implantation . .,. . 
His keynote research was published In the American Jour.nal ~f Ve!erl

nary Research (1997, Vol. 58, No.4, pp. 419-24) . The article IS written 
by Drs. Cook, John Kreeger, John Payne and James Tomlinson. 

cruciate repair. The field of veterinary 
ar!.hroscopic surgery is broad , and still 
largely unexplored . 

"We're not U1e first pioneers but we're 
leading at the apex of the pack," Tomlinson 
says. "We want to get the word out so dogs 
and dog owners in Missouri can benefit 
from our techniques." • 
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Costs soar 
for education 
in veterinary 
medicine 
I n the past six years, veterinary medical student fees at 

MD have more than doubled. During the same period , 
the starting salaIies of new graduates have remained 
essentially flat. This creates a double-bind for new 
veterinarians as their debt load increases while their 
income potential stagnates . 

Although this recent trend is alarming, the greater 
reality is that crushing debt loads are part of a long-term 
trend that places the veterinary medical profession in 
peril. Student debt at graduation is considered by many 
authorities as the greatest problem facing the profession 
today. 

At MD, for example, the veterinary medical student 
fees over the past 20 years have increased ten fold. The 
fees at MU are $9,610 for in-state students and $18,708 
for non-residents in 1997-98. 

To place these stark figures into context, look at 
Missouri's ranking for student fees - of the 27 colleges 
of veterinary medicine in the U.S., MU moved to seventh 
highest in 1996 from its previous ranking of 16th highest 
in 1991. Excluding privately or federally funded schools, 
MU's fees ranked number three (behind the University of 
WisconSin and Michigan State University) . 

The high debt load coupled with the relatively poor 
initial rate of return on investment ultimately affects 
applicants for the fu ture. Many believe that only the 
independen tly wealthy will be able to conSider veterinary 
medicine as a career. Others who take the plunge into 
veterinary medicine will be saddled with severe financial 
stress on top of the already high pressures associated 
with the veterinary medical profession. 

Few young professionals will be able to afford to buy 
established veterinary medical practices. Those who do 
buy may be unable to afford the quality of care they 
would otherwise be capable of providing. 

At the same time, veterinarians who want to sell their 
practices to help finance their retirements may find it 
hard to find buyers who are not finanCially crippled with 
educational debt. This shows the cross-generational 
problems associated with high debt loads. • 

Hazel C. and Edgar F. Ebert Memorial scholarship winners Brent Mayabb, Rebecca 
Smith, Michael Parker a nd Emily Clair, were awarded financia l assistance as a result 
of superior academic performa nce and professional promise in veterinary medicine. 
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Scholarships needed 
for veterinary medicine 

The College of Veterinary Medicine needs endow
ments for student scholarships to help defray the 
tremendous cost of education today. Any veterinary 
medical student in good academic standing and with 
documented financial need should be qualified to 
receive or compete to receive such scholarships. 

Other colleges of veterinary medicine have 
received private donations to provide substantial 
scholarships to students with financial need. For exam
ple, Theodora Peigh made a $5.6 million endowment 
in 1995 to the University of California - Davis for vet
erinary medicine scholarships. 

The cost of education is even higher for out-of-state 
students. In an effort to graduate the very best veteri
narians possible, the MU College of Veterinary Medi
cine accepts up to lOnon-resident applicants per class 
of 64 students, and there are more than 12 applicants 
for each available post. 

Competition is high for the top 10 percent of non
resident applicants. The very best students often get 
offers of acceptance from several colleges of veteri
nary medicine. Invariably, the cost of education 
becomes the primary basis for deciding which college 
to aHend. 

Missouri's out-of-state fees exceed most of the other 
central and southern states with similar aHributes. For 
MU to graduate the best veterinarians, the college 
must become more economically competitive with 
comparable colleges of veterinary medicine. 

The only feasible way to compete for the "cream" 
of the student population is to boost the availability of 
scholarships that accompany offers of acceptance. 

The same set of circumstances applies to the recruit
ment and retention of minority students. Currently, 
strong efforts at MU are under way to aHract out-of
state minority applicants. However, the student fees 
for non-residents remains a serious deterrent for many 
of these students. 

To aHract and educate good minority role models in 
veterinary medicine, scholarships need to be avail
able. 

If you would like more information on providing 
academic and/or need-based scholarships, please 
contact the college's Director of Development David 
Horner or Associate Dean C.B. Chastain at W-203 Vet
erinary Medicine, MU College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Columbia, Missouri, 65211, or call (573) 884-6774. 
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Golden 

Anniversary 

kick-off event 

celebrates the 

past, points 

to the future 

The Class of 1950 is honored on the stage during the celebration. 

F ifty years ago, the college matriculat
ed its first class as a degree-granting 

institution. This occasion was celebrated 
Sept. 8, 1996, in a gala kick-off event of 
the college's Golden Anniversary. 

What started in a wooden barn at the 

American Veterinary Medical Associa tion President Mary Beth Leininger, bestaws a medal on James K. 
Farrell, DVM '50, of Boonville, Mo. 

10 Veterinary M e dic a l Review-

end of the 19th century has become a 
high-powered institution of higher learn
ing on the verge of entering a new era in 
the 21st century. Nearly 1,000 members 
of the extended college family gathered 
in Jesse Hall for a heartfelt reunion to 
pay tribute to those who brought the 
college to this point in history. 

"A lot has happened to this college 
since it first opened its doors, and to be 
perfectly frank, there were many lean 
years," said Dean H. Richard Adams. 
"The college is truly poised, as never 
before in its history, to make great steps 
forward." 

A darkened and hushed Jesse Hall 
greeted the 64 members of the Class of 
2000 as they filed to the front of the 
auditorium. As the last notes of the pro
cessional music played out and the spot
lights blazed on, they were introduced as 
the next generation of veterinarians -
the first of the new millennium - and 
they stood blinking in the glare of the 
lights . 

The room was darkened again, and 
the crowd's attention moved on stage 
where the 26 members of the Class of 
1950 were introduced and stood for 
their moment of glory in the spotlight. 



Members of the Class of 2000 meet members of the Closs of 1950 a t the a nniversary event. There were no 
women in the college's first graduating class. 

Each member was recognized and given a 
special medallion to honor their accom
plishments. 

Ken Niemeyer, DVM '55, and his wife 
Margaret, co-chairs of the organizing com
mittee along with special leadership from 
Patsy Garner, structured the day to allow 
members of both classes to share a meal , 
mingle and get to know each other. The 
pioneers and the newcomers had a 
chance to meet eye-to-eye. 

It is hoped that the two classes will 
reunite in four years for another set of 
celebrations - the commencement 
exercises for 
the Class 
0[2000 
and the 
50th 
reunion 
for the 
Class of 1950. 

The Golden Anniversary kick-
off event was more than an opportunity to 
pay homage to those who came before. 
The celebration highlighted several s ignifi
cant steps forward. 

In a surprise announcement, Dean 
Adams unveiled two new endowed profes
sorships. At the time, the college had 

See 50 Years of 
Excellence 
on page 13 
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New endowments help guide 
college's future direction 

in addition to the Gilbreath-McLorn Missouri Professor of Veterinary Cardiology and the Kraeuchi Missouri Professor of Vet
erinary Ophthalmology, the college has been given two new endowed professorships in veterinary medicine at MU . 

in a surprise announcement during the 50th Anniversary kick-off celebration, Dean H. Richard Adams unveiled these out
standing gifts . Adams recognized the gifts by presenting both donors with special "Gentle Doctor" plaques . 

"Through generous gifts like these, we can continually increase the quality of this institution," Adams said . "The creation of 
endowed professorships has been crucial to recruiting the best teachers, clin icians and researchers to join our outstanding fac 
ulty. " 

These endowments are part of the Missouri Endowed Professorship program, approved by the Missouri legislature in 1994. 
interest from these endowment funds will be matched by the state. it should be noted that the college has achieved four of the 
nine endowments started under this program at MU . 

Tom Seo" speaks to the erowd while his wife, BeHy, and Dean H. Richard 
Adams look on. 

The Ralston Purina Missouri Professor 
of Small Animal Nutrition 

Ralston Purina Pet products contributed $550,000 to cre
ate the position for a new endowed professor of small ani 
mal nutrition at MU. 

Once chosen, the new professor will join the veterinary 
medicine and surgery department and will work primarily 
with other MU veterinarians in clinical management of nutri 
tional aspects of animal disease . The new professor also is 
expected to develop research programs and collaborate on 
projects with MU nutrition experts from other disciplines, 
such as medicine and animal science. 

Ralston Purina Pet products of St. Louis is the world 's 
largest producer of dry dog food and dry and soft-moist cat 
foods . 
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The Thomas M. & Betty C. Scott 
Missouri Professor of 
Veterinary Oncology 

Tom and Betty Scott of Kansas City, long-time college sup
porters, have pledged $550,000 to endow a professorship 
in veterinary oncology. 

The Scotts, who both attended MU, first became admirers 
of the college 30 years ago as students . They brought their 
family pet bassett hound , Smiley, to the college's veterinary 
medical teaching hospital for treatment of a broken vertebra. 

"We were so impressed with the staff at the college -
everyone was extremely kind , professional and dedicated," 
Tom Scott said . "At the time, we barely had enough money 
to pay the bill , and we told the veterinarians who cared for 
Smiley that we would try to repay the college someday for 
their kindness ." 

The professorship they are endowing will allow the col 
lege to become the major Midwestern referral center for ani 
mals suffering from various forms of cancer. 

Dean Adams bestows a plaque to Ralston·Purina representotives Dr. Dottie 
Laflamme and Dan Smith. 



50 Years of Excellence 
coniinued from page 11 

attained four of the eight endowed profes
sorships created at MU since 1994. In 
addition to veterinary ophthalmology and 
cardiology, the endowments will enable the 
college to recruit the country's best profes
sors of small animal nutrition and veteri
nary oncology to join our outstanding fac
ulty. 

"The endowments will allow us to 
become a national power in nutrition and 
to become the Midwest center for diagnos
ing and treating cancer in animals," Adams 
said. 

Adams also recognized the gift of a prize 
Santa Gertrudis bull from the King Ranch 
in Texas. In fact, the bull attended the 
event in a trailer on the Quadrangle. 

"One of the primary things I wanted to 
achieve at the celebration was to make 
sure that our supporters understood the 
dramatic impact they'll have on the col
lege," Adams said. 

Among the dignitaries who spoke at the 
event were Missouri Lt. Gov. Roger B. Wil
son and interim Chancellor 

The Bull 

The King Ranch of Texas donated to 

the college a premier young Santa 

Gertrudis bull to help upgrade the col

lege's herd of Santa Gertrudis cattle. The 

herd originally was donated by Leonard 

and Doris O'Brien of Chesterfield, Mo. , in 

the 1980s. 
The King Ranch and the college are 

collaborating to increase the utility of the 
Santa Gertrudis cattle at the college for 

educational and research purposes. The 
bull is named Mizzou KING.1 , and rep

resents the most recent installment in the 

relationship between the college and the 

King Ranch. 

Dean Adams shakes the hand af King Ranch representative Tom Haegelin while Hal Hawkins, director of 
development and research at the King Ranch, looks on. 

Richard Wallace. 
"This is an historical day for MU and the 

state of Missouri," Wallace said. "MU can 
be proud of the role the college of veteri
nary medicine plays in contributing to the 
excellence of this campus, and we hope to 
see it continue to prosper for the next fifty 
years and more." • 
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College 

receives 

$300,000 

grant 

to support 

minority 

recruitment 
Ken Vroman, DVM '69, ponders a question from one of the summer school students who toured his mixed animal veterinary 
practice in FayeHe, Mo. 

The Public Health Services' Health 
Resources and Services Administration 

has awarded a grant of nearly $300,000 to 
be used over a three-year period to help 
support the college's summer program for 
minority students titled "Pathways to Suc
cess in Veterinary Medicine." 

The summer program start.ed in 1993 
with joint funding from the college, the 
vice provost for minority affairs and facul 
ty development, and the Graduate School. 
The HRSA grant provides a new source of 
funding and allows the program to 
expand , said Barbra Horrell, student 
recruitment coordinator. 

Last summer's program included a 
two-week appren ticeship for high school 
students and a six-week fe llowship for 
undergraduate students interested in pur
suing careers in veterinary medicine. 

The additional funding will allow the 
same program for high school students, 
but will add another undergraduate pro
gram. The undergraduate programs will 
be designed to fi ll two niches - one to 
introduce college students to career possi
bilities in veterinary medicine and the 
other to help facili tate entry into the col
lege. 

In the past, grants like this have been 
awarded to medical schools , bu t recent 
attention has focused on minority partici
pation in other types of medical programs, 
Horrell said. MU is one of only three vet
erinary colleges in the nation to receive 
such HRSA funding this year . • 

Dr. Burton Schauf demonstrates a computer used in his small animal veterinary practice in Columbia, Mo. 
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Student recruitment coordinator 
elected to national board 

Barbra Horrell, student recruitment 
coordinator, was elected in September 
1996 as a board member of the National 
Association of Medical Minority Educa
tors. She will serve a two-year term. 

In this role, she will be responsible for 
the programming to develop and educate 
the associa tion's membership for leader
ship roles both in the field and in the 
organization. The NAMME is made up of 
faculty, administrators and managerial 

personnel who have an active involvement 
in the education and development of 
minority students in health profession 
schools and in undergraduate and gradu
ate programs. 

Horrell also received well-deserved 
recognition with the MU Diversity 
Enhancement Award. This is awarded in 
the categories of student, staff, faculty 
and community enhancement. She 
received the staff award . • 

New faculty members complement 
centers of excellence at the college 

A married couple from Washington 

State University in Spokane, Wash ., have 

joined the college faculty ready to add 

strength to the already strong "centers of 

excellence" at MU. 

Dr. Carolyn J. Henry, a board-certified 

veterinary oncologist who received her vet

erinary medicine doctorate from Auburn in 

1990, has joined the veterinary medicine 

and surgery department at MU after serv

ing for four years as an assistant professor 

at WSU. She will be part of the strong 

oncology component at MU that is expect

ed to become even stronger as a "center of 

excellence." The college is gathering a 

team of oncology specialists after the 

announcement in September 1996 of an 

endowed professorship in veterinary 

oncology by Tom and Betty Scott of Kansas 

City. 

Dr. Henry is married to Dr. Jeff Tyler, 

who will head up the food animal section 

in veterinary medicine and surgery at 

Clydesdale Hall. He is a diplomate of the 

American College of Veterinary Internal 

Medicine who received his doctorate in 

veterinary medicine from the University of 

Minnesota in 1981. Before accepting his 

position at MU, he had served on the fac

ulty at WSU since 1993. 

Dr. Mark Harrington joined MU's facul

ty in January where he is working in vet

erinary neurology in veterinary medicine 

and surgery. He received his doctorate in 

veterinary medicine from Washington 

State University in 1991 , and has most 

recently worked as a staff veterinarian at 

the All Care Animal Referral Center in 

Fountain Valley, Calif. His research inter

ests include radiation biology. 

Dr. Virginia luis-Fuentes has joined Dr. 

John Bonagura's team at MU as an assis

tant professor of veterinary cardiology. She 

received her veterinary degree from the 

University of Cambridge in 1984, and she 

is board -certified in veterinary radiology 

and small animal cardiology from the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. In 

addition, she received a diploma in 1992 

in veterinary cardiology and achieved spe

cialist status in 1994 in veterinary cardiol 

ogy. Before coming to MU, Dr. Luis-Fuentes 

worked in the veterinary clinical studies in 

Summerhill , Scotland . 

Barbra Horrell 

More Around the College 
onJoLlowing page 
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Dr. Jim Lattimer poses with the newly installed linear accelerator. The instrument will be used in treating 
cancer in animals. 
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Linear 

accelerator 

to provide 

therapeutic 

advantages at MU 

T he installation of a Mevatron 7440 
linear accelerator will provide excel

lent treatment for animal patients in Mis
souri. according to Dr. Jim Lattimer. MU 
is the fourth veterinary medical college in 
the United States to have a linear acceler
ator for irradiating tumors in animals. 

The $375.000 equipment from Acceler
ator Systems International. JM Company 
of Milpitas. Calif .. is installed on the main 
floor of Clydesdale Hall and is available 
[or patients. The unit weighs 14.000 
pounds and can deliver a maximum dose 
of 300 rads per minute in radiating 
tumors. 

It was installed at Clydesdale Hall in a 
space originally designed for a cobalt unit. 
according to hospital administrator Ron 
Haffey. The 24-foot by 24-foot space is 
ensconced in a concrete barrier that is 
42- inches thick on the sides and 56-
inches thick on the top. 

"The linear accelerator draws so much 
(electric) power that it has to be connect
ed to the main power panel." Haffey said. 
"It needs as pure a source of energy as 
possible. " 

Although Clydesdale Hall was designed 
with space for radiation equipment. some 
retrofitting was reqUired for the electricity 
and ventilation for the linear accelerator. 
The unit is up and running. and will help 
make MU a major medical center in the 
Midwest for cancer treatment in 
animals . • 



MU researcher Michael Roberts 
elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences 

Dr. Michael Roberts, chair of pat.hobiol
ogy, was elected in May 1996 to the high
ly prestigious National Academy of Sci
ences. Only about 60 scientists around 
the country are admitted each year into 
the 1,800-member academy. Admission 
follows a stringent nomination and elec
tion process. 

The NAS is a private, non-profit. society 
of distinguished scholars engaged in sci
entific and engineering research. Mem
bers, who join the academy for life, are 
elected in recognition of their distin
guished and continuing achievement.s in 
original research. Election to the academy 
is considered one of the scientific commu
nity's highest honors. 

"We are proud to have a faculty mem
ber of such stature in a leadership role at 
the college," said Dean H. Richard Adams. 
"It benefit.s the entire institution when 
high-caliber faculty are recognized for 
their contributions in advancing knowl
edge among the SCientific community." • 

Pictorial review publication 
wins national recognition 

The Pictorial Review special edition of 
the "Veterinary Medical Review" magazine 
received national recognition for excel
lence in alumni publications. 

The Council for the Advancement and 
Support. of Education (CASE), a national 
organization of academic publication and 
media professionals, awarded a Bronze 
Medal to the Pictorial Review in the 
"Alumni Relations Individual Publication" 
category. There were three Bronze Medals 
awarded and no Gold or Silver Medals. 
Overall there were more than 2,000 
entries in t.he CASE awards for all cat.e
gories. 

Dr. George Shelton chaired the hist.ory 
subcommitt.ee of the college's 50t.h 
Anniversary committee, and he wrote the 
narrative for the publication. ASSOCiate 
Dean of AcademiC Affairs C.B. Chastain, 
DVM '69, served as advisor for t.he publi
cation, which was edited by Jeff Barrow, 
designed by Sandy Whitter and print.ed by 
the University Printing Services . • 

More Around the College 
onJoLLowing page 
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Dr. Jim Thorne disploys 0 clock for crective teaching from Merck Ag-Vet representative Dr. John 
Cummings (left) ond Decn H. Richard Adams stands to the right. 
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Turk receives national 
teaching award 

In 1996. Dr. James Turk. associate pro
fessor in the Veterinary PathobioIogy 
Department. received a Merck AgVet teach
ing award for creativity. 

The goal of the award is to motivate risk
taking in the implementation of innovative 
approaches to veterinary medical educa
tion. Each of the 27 award winners is 
entered in a national award contest. • 

Dr. James Turk (left) accepts a clock from Merck Ag-Vet 
representative Dr. John Cummings. 

Creativity in Teaching 

Dr. Jim Thorne accepts a clock from a 
Merck Ag-Vet representative Dr. John Cum
mings. Each year the company (now called 
Merial) recognizes a teacher in each of the 27 
colleges of veterinary medicine in the country 
for creativity and innovation in teaching . The 
winners then compete in a national contest 
with a $25,000 grant awarded for first place. 
This year Roger Fingland, DVM '81 , of Kansas 
State University received the national award . 

Dr. Thorne was recognized for using a 
group approach in his classes on epidemiolo
gy, biostatistics, preventive veterinary medi 
cine, zoonosis and meat hygiene. Thorne 
divides the class into groups of eight which 
take field trips to large meat processing com
panies and other organization. The students 
observe the interaction with the public. The 
group then makes a presentation to the class 
and writes a report. The class is then divided 
into groups of four to study research and 
zoonotic diseases. These groups must prepore 
a presentation and each member must present 
a segment to the class. 

"The underlying basis is to give students a 
chance to work in a group and to practice 
making presentations in public," Thorne says. 
"Most veterinarians work in group practices, 
and this gives students a chance to develop 
those skills. Also, as members of a community, 
veterinarians have a responsibility to public 
education." 



George Menos gives donation 
for telemetry of horses 

Long-time college s u pporter George 
Menos of St. Louis contributed $10 ,000 to 
develop telemetry of horses at the college. 
The equipment a llows for rad io transmit
ted electrocardiograms of horses on the 
treadmill. 

Menos has donated fu nds to the college 
for many years to help pay for the inten
sive care unit and equine stalls at Clydes
dale Hall , the college's veterinary medical 
teaching hospital. • 

Cundiff certified as diplomate 
in laboratory animal medicine 

Dr. Diane D. Cundiff, research associ
ate in veterinaIY medicine and su rgery 
department, has been certified as a diplo
mate of the American College of Laborato-

Impact Award 

Dr. William H. Fales and Delores Mel
loway flank Dean H. Richard Adams to 
show their plaques after receiv ing the 
Dean 's Impact Award at the 1 997 Honors 
Banquet. 

After a deliberative nomination and 
selection process, the award is given to rec
ognize the impact of one or two outstand
ing individuals who have had significant 
impact on college programs. The award 
focuses on sustained and substantial contri 
butions that have long-lasting beneficial 
impacts. 

Dr. William F. Fales was chosen for his 
years of outstanding service as a bacteriol 
ogist in the Veterinary Medical Diagnostic 
Laboratory. Delores Melloway was recog
nized for her many years of excellent ser
vice in the dean's office. 

Previous winners have included Drs. 
Kenneth N iemeyer and J.E. Wagner in 
1993; Missouri Lt. Gov. Roger B. Wilson 
and Mr. Ron Haffey in 1994; Mr. Trenton 
Boyd and Dr. L.G. Morehouse in 1995; and 
Drs . M . Harold Laughlin and Robert 
Youngquist in 1996. 

ry Animal Medicine. This certification is 
achieved by meeting standards of educa
tion and experience, and passing com pre
hensive written and practical examina
tions. 

Cundi ff received a doctor of veterinary 
medicine degree from the University of 
Illinois in 1982. She received her postdoc
toral training in laboratory animal medi
cine at MU . 

The American College of Laboratory 
Animal Medicine is a s pecia lty board rec
ognized by the American Veterinary Med
ical Association . Membership consists of 
561 active specia lists in the field of labo
ratory animal medicine. Such specialists 
work for academic, governmental and pri
vate research organizations providing spe
cialized veterinary medical care, research 
support and appropriate care for laborato
ry animals . • 
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Construction 

projects 

establish 

physical plant 

for new era 

~ 
::; 
~ 

T :,o large construction projects are creat
mg the foundation for a new thrust in 

research and teaching at the college. Conn
away Hall has been gutted and will be 
reconfigured to create an atmosphere of col
laboration among researchers. The "old" 
Connaway Hall will remain intact on the 
outside with a modern facility humming 
inside its venerable walls. 

The teaching hospital that was replaced 
by Clydesdale Hall is being reconstructed 
with new laboratory spaces, facilities for lab
oratory animals, lecture halls and offices. 
An addition is being constructed with exten
sive room for large conferences, receptions 
and meetings. 

CONNAWAY HALL 

Demolition of the inside spaces in Conn
away Hall started March 15, and recon
struction is expected to take about 16 
months. The $4 million project is on bud
get and scheduled for a dedication in May 
1998. 

"We're gutting and rebuilding the entire 
complex," said Dr. Michael Roberts, chair 
of pathobiology. "We're hoping to create an 
environment conducive to collegial atmos
phere where researchers can collaborate 
and communicate easily and informally." 

The architects are using creative tech
niques to maximize the interior space, such 
as removing an interior stairwell and 
rebuilding it on the outside. 

"It will be covered with limestone blocks 
to blend in with the original style, but this 
will add an additional 700 square feet of 
interior floor space for laboratories. " said 
Ben Riley, assistant to the dean. 

Both wings will be used for laboratory 
space and the central section will be used 
for teaching, faculty offices and administra
tive areas . 

2 

~ ~==~~~~~~------~~----~~~~ 
Dr. Michael Roberts inspects the demolition work ond renovation pla ns at Connaway Ha ll. 
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The extension to the former teaching hospital has been dubbed 
Veterinary Medicine East, and will house a large meeting room. 
The vaulted ceiling adds a ma jestic feeling to the room tha t will 
seat 250 people. 

VETERINARY MEDICINE EAST 

The former teaching hospital is getting a 
complete make-over with the added bonus 
of a new addition. The $7.2 million, 30,000 
square foot project is projected for comple
tion this November. 

"We're ahead of schedule and on bud
get," Riley said. 

About a third of the project will be for 
housing and managing laboratory animals. 
This facility will help centralize the 
research animals for faculty and students. 

Another third of the project will be 
research laboratories, and the final third is 
a multipurpose conference room. The 2,860 
square foot room has a vaulted ceiling and 
is surrounded with windows. It can seat up 
to 250 people and is designed for continu
ing education, conferences, banquets and 
other functions for large groups. 

The auditorium in the former teaching 
hospital is being completely remodeled and 
modernized with a seating capacity of 175. 

An added bonus of these construction 
projects is the Diagnostic Laboratory's 
triple-wide mobile home buildings (that 
have been in temporary use since 1970 
and 1975) will be vacated. This area will be 
turned into a parking lot. • 
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College of 

Veterinary 

Medicine 

establishes 

Internet 

home page 
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F or those people "surfing" the Internet, 
you can now check out what's hap

pening at the college on its home page on 
the World Wide Web . The address is 
http://www.hsc.missourLedu/vetmed/. 

The site is a thorough resource for stu
dents, faculty and staff, alumni, media and 
friends of the college. Information ranges 
from administration and admissions to vet
erinary medical continuing education and 
veterinary student fees. From the home 
page you can reach the following resources: 

Research 

If you're curious about faculty research, 
then this data base allows you to search by 
department and researcher's name. From 
there you'll learn about the faculty mem
ber's background and research interests. 
The researcher's e-mail address is listed so 
someone with greater interest can get more 
information. 

50th Anniversary 
Pictorial Review 

Take a trip down memory lane while 
cruising along the information highway by 

looking through the college's special 50th 
Anniversary Pictorial Review. The entire 
publication can be found on the home 
page, either in a graphics-intensive format 
or in text only. 

Department Pages 

Each of the college's departments is list
ed on the home page. Learn more about 
research, services or admission require
ments from each department. 

Student Information 

Do you want information about admis
sions, courses, clubs, events and other stu
dent activities? You can find all this and 
more by checking out the college's home 
page. The home page in turn provides links 
to other pertinent sites. 

Visitors to the site 

Don't leave the site without leaving your 
mark. Comments and suggestions can be 
sent to the address at the bottom of the 
page. Tell us what you'd like to see on the 
site . • 



Respected alulllnus assullles role as 
associate director of developDlent 
R onald Cott, DVM '73, has returned to the college 

to help with fund raising and veterinary outreach. 
A highly respected alumnus with a long leadership 
dossier, he will serve as a liaison between the college 
and practicing veterinarians to help improve commu
nication and coordination. 

"I'm working with alumni and corporate relations in 
the Midwest," Cott said . "My role in development will 
be to represent the concerns and needs of alumni and 
practicing veterinarians." 

Cott works five days per month for the college while 
maintaining his companion animal practice near 
Kansas City. He purchased the Grand View, Mo., prac
tice in 1979 from fellow MU alumnus, Theodore Hig
gins, DVM '53. 

Cott will be working closely with Director of Devel
opment David Horner in Columbia, although his 
Kansas City location will make him very effective net
working in that area. He expects to be using the skills 
he developed as president of the Missouri Veterinary 
Medicine Association (MVMA) and as a member of the 
MU national alumni board. 

"I fell into a leadership role and really enjoyed meet
ing with people," Cott said. "I found I'm good at inter
acting with people." 

Cott grew up on his family farm in Slater, Mo. He 
pOinted out Ulat his family has strong roots at MU -
both his brother and sister graduated there, and his 
wife Jane earned her degree in sociology from MU in 
1971. The Cotts have a 24-year-old son, Aaron, and a 
22-year-old daughter, Sara. 

Colt said his most rewarding personal and profes
sional accomplishment occurred in 1994 when he was 
Simultaneously named MVMA Veterinarian of the Year 
and MU College of Veterinary Medicine Alumnus of the 
Year. 

"I hope this new role will allow me to 
give back to the college," Coil said. 
''This is something I've wanted to 
do for a long time." 

Dr. Ronald Cott can be 
reached at (816) 761-5071. 

Ronold Co«, DVM 73 

V e te r inary M e dical RevieW' 23 



t:" 'A Paul Nicoletti, DVM '56, of Gainesville, 
tiIIV ~ Fla., was elected president of the 
Florida Veterinary Medical Association. He also has been 
inducted into the Academia Veterinaria Mexicana, the 
highest honor bestowed upon veterinarians in Mexico. He 
is a professor of pathobiology at the University of Florida 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 

60 ' R.A. Labdon, DVM '69, was elected 
4, president of the Massachusetts 

Veterinary Medical AssOCiation. 

~~ ' Lee Tyner, DVM '71 , is head of 
4, Morehead State University's veterinary 

technology program. a two-year degree course of study 
that gradu ates certified veterinary techniCians. 

Jorge L. DiBas, DVM '71, of Laytonsville, Md., was 
promoted administrator and senior research pathologist 
at the Gulf War Center, Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center; telemedicine project officer, North Atlantic 
Regional Medical Command . 

Glendell L. Snider, DVM '77, of Norwood, Mo ., was 
promoted to Area Veterinarian In Charge (AVlC) of 
Missouri and transferred to the office in Jefferson City, 
Mo. The Sniders have three children and four 
grandchildren. 

Mary E. Meyer Simeroth, DVM '83, 
announces the birth of a son, Thomas 

Henry Gabriel Simeroth , on June 24, 1996. The 
Simmeroths live in St . Charles, Mo. 

Michael J. Joyner, DVM '84, completed building a new 
3,500 square foot office and small-animal hospital in 
Waco, Texas . 

Brad Bolon, DVM '86, has taken a job as principal 
scientist/veterinary pathologist assigned to characterize 
transgenic mouse models of hu man endocrine, neural 
and neoplastic diseases using techniques of molecular 
pathology. He is working for Wyeth-Ayerst Research in 

Princeton , N.J. 

Lillian M. Roberts, DVM '87, has had her first novel 
published by Fawcett, a division of Random House. Titled 
MRiding for a Fall" the book is the first in a new mystery 
series featuring female veterinarian/sleuth Andi Pauling. 
In addition to writing, she practices at the Country Club 
Animal Clinic in Palm Desert, Calif. 
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Jordan Kocen, DVM '88, established a practice 
specializing in holistic medicine at SouthPaws Veterinary 
Referral Center in Springfield, Va. 

Anthony DiAngelis, DVM '88, and Patricia Robert 
DiAngelis, DVM '88, announce the birth of a son, 
Andrew Thomas, on June, 14, 1996. The DiAngelis live in 

Lanoka Harbor, N.J., and work at Brick Town Veterinary 
Hospital in Brick, N.J. 

Michael Breer, DVM '89, and Lisa Blesi Breer, DVM 
'89, announce the birth of a daughter, Nicole Cristina, on 
Dec. 31, 1995. The Breers live in Mission Viejo, Calif. 

Elizabeth Sue Hussey, DVM '89, married Charles Albert 
Fairfax, MS in chemistry in 1989 from UM-C, on Sept. 
30, 1995, at their farm in Rocheport, Mo. 

90~ Dale Stapleton, DVM '91, and Jeanne 
Stapleton announce the b irth of a son, 

Dale Cole, on Sept. 14, 1995. The Stapletons live in Fox 
River Grove, Ill . 

Debbye Turner, DVM '91, co-hosts a daily, local St. 
Louis news magazine television show titled "Show Me St. 
Louis." 

W. Wayne Fry, DVM '92, of Independence, Mo ., 
announces the birth of a son, Justin Wayne, on July 14, 
1995. Dr. Fry is an associate veterinarian at Chrysler 
Animal Hospital. 

Cortney Elliott Wright, DVM '92, of Columbia, Mo., 
announces the birth of a daughter, Brianne Catherine, on 
Dec. 14, 1995. 

Dr. Erin Denney-Jones, DVM '92, prOvided equine 
treatment at the 1996 Summer Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. 

James Bassett, DVM '94, of Columbia, Mo., was named 
"Outstanding Intern of the Year" by Hill's Pet Nutrition, 
Inc. , and Angell Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston. 

Jennifer A. Struble, DVM '95, married John A. 
Schulte, DVM '94, on August 19, 1995. The couple 
resides in St. Paul , Mo. 

Craig Woods, DVM '95, started as a small animal 
practitioner in Fountain Hills, Ariz. Craig graduated as a 
dual enrolled graduate/ veterinary medicine student 
emphasizing biochemistry . • 



Creed oalTIed alulTIous of year 

J ames H. Creed, DVM '61 , smiles while 
accepting his award as 1996 Alumnus 

of the Year during the annual Alumni 
Banquet at the Hearnes Center last Octo
ber. The Alumnus of the Year is selected 
and presented by the College of Veterinary 
Medicine Alumni Association in recogni
tion of outstanding professional and per
sonal achievements and conlributions to 
the enhancement of veterinary medicine. 

Dr. Creed, of Stillwater, Okla .. is board 
certified by the American College of Veteri-

nary Surgeons. and currently works as a 
professor at the Veterinary Teaching Hos
pital at Oklahoma State University. In 
addition, he is active with veterinary med
ical associations at the county, state and 
national levels. He is involved with com
munity organizations including service in 
various leadership roles for the Breakfast 
Optimist Club at the local, regional and 
international levels. 

He and his wife Mary Jayne were mar
ried in 1953. and have four daughters . • 

Inset Photo: Dr. Mike Monder, a former 
student of Dr. Jomes Creed, stands with 
Creed next to the Alumnus of the Year 
ploque presented to Dr. Creed at the 
Alumni Banquet. Dr. pfonder introduced 
Dr. Creed ot the event. 
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1950: 
Dr. James K. Farrell 
R.R. 4, Box 130 
Boonville MO 65233 

1951: 
Dr. Fred F. Krusekopf 
Box 12 
Jasper MO 64755 

1952: 
Dr. Joe Zacker 
5308 West 81 st Street 
Prairie Village KS 66208 

1953: 
Dr. Hersel H. Robertson 
Robertson Veterinary Cl inic 
1100 Main, Box 628 
Higginsvil le MO 64037 

1954: 
Dr. Charles W. Monsees 
1146 Bittersweet Road 
Lake Ozark MO 65049 

1955: 
Dr. Kenneth H. Niemeyer 
200 Parkade Boulevard 
Columbia MO 65202 

1956: 
Dr. Robert "Bud" Hertzog 
24800 M ilton Thompson Road 
Lee's Summit MO 64063 

1957: 
Dr. Jack R. Horton 
Horton An imal Hospital 
17001-70 Drive s.w. 
Columbia MO 65203 

1958: 
Dr. Kenneth H. Buchmann 
4614 Schoeneberg Road 
New Haven MO 63068 

1959: 
Dr. John Perry 
Route 3, Box 313 E 
Brookfield MO 64628 

1960: 
Dr. Nathan Eskew 
9825 Coso Linda 
Oklahoma City O K 73139-5309 
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1961: 
Dr. James Thorne 
Route 4, Box 3310 
Cheavens Road 
Columbia MO 65201 

1962: 
Dr. Bonnard Moseley 
1 900 Woodhaven Drive 
Columbia MO 65203 

1963: 
Dr. Robert L. Tharp 
P.O. Box 87 
Maysville MO 64469 

1964: 
Dr. Chris H. Rolf 
Maple Tree Veterinary Clinic 
1 5854 Clayton Road 
Ellisville MO 63011 

1965: 
Dr. Richard P. Schmidtke 
Mexico Animal Hospital , Inc. 
1001 West Monroe 
Mexico MO 65265 

1966: 
Dr. Clark A. Gwin 
Chillicothe Animal Hospital 
1011 South Washington Street 
Chillicothe MO 64601 

1967: 
Dr. John E. Reinhold 
Lake of the Ozarks Animal Hospital 
P.O . Box 186 
Linn Creek MO 65052 

1968: 
Dr. Norman Garton 
R.R. 4, Box 153 
Nevada MO 64774 

1969: 
Dr. Floyd L. Prater 
Route 1 
Morrisville MO 65710 

1970: 
Dr. Raymond C. Ebert II 
Pleasant Hill Animal Clinic, Inc. 
601 North Highway 7 
pleasant Hill MO 64080 

1971 : 
Dr. Elry E. Phillips 
2547 South Linden Avenue 
Springfield MO 65804 

1972: 
Dr. John W. Hunt 
Warrensburg Veterinary Hospital 
S.w. BB Highway 
Warrensburg MO 64093 

1973: 
Dr. Ronald K. Cott 
13300 Crystal 
Grandview MO 64030 

1974: 
Dr. Richard Kent 
Kent Veterinary Clinic 
P.O . Box 158 
Green City MO 63545 

1975: 
Dr. William D. Hope 
1909 King Eider Court 
West Lafayette IN 47906-6503 

1976: 
Mike Gordon 
5212 N.E. Fairway Homes Drive 
Lee's Summit MO 64064 

1977: 
Dr. Charles "Tony" A. Martin 
Route 5, 7350 Elizabeth 
Columbia MO 65202 

1978: 
Dr. T. Everett Mobley 
P.O . Box 583 
Kennett MO 63857 

1979: 
Dr. John R. Wilcox 
Route 2, Box 48A 
Maysville MO 64469 

1980: 
Dr. Gerard J. Koenig 
4750 West Douglas Avenue, No. 1 02 
Visalia CA 93291 

1981: 
Dr. Betty L. Higgins 
7812 South 67th East Avenue 
Tulsa OK 74133 



1982: 
Dr. Michael B. pfander 
1750 South Campbell 
Springfield MO 65807 

1983: 
Dr. Mary Meyer Simeroth 
1038 Pasture Ridge Drive 
St. Charles MO 63304 

1984: 
Dr. Caroline Truss 
10420 Niblic 
St. Louis MO 63114 

1985: 
Dr. Lindall Perry 
1 21 3 Bradshaw 
Columbia MO 65203 

1986: 
Dr. Robin Smith 
490 East Watersville Road 
Mt. Airy MD 21771 

1987: 
Dr. Imogene Hemeyer-Latimer 
Route 1, Box 58 
Hunnewell MO 63443 

1988: 
Dr. Kelly Lager 
R.R. 1, Box 122 
Nevada IA 50201 

1989: 
Dr. Kimberly Ehlers 
10434 Burley Road 
Mountain Grove MO 65711 

1990: 
Dr. Mike Buss 
5335 Touhy Avenue 
Skokie IL 60077-3347 

1991: 
Dr. Den i se Roche 
Deerfield Veterinary Hospital 
2850 South Ingram Mill Road 
Springfield MO 65804 

1992: 
Dr. Brent Herrin 
Herrin Animal Hospital 
Route 1, Box 1 848 
Cassville MO 65625 

Ebert 

named 1996 

veterinarian 

of the year 

in Missouri 

Raymond C. Ebert, II, DVM '70, received the most prestigious award bestowed by 
the Missouri Veterinary Medical Association - the veterinarian of the year. The award 
is based on the individual's outstanding service and contributions made to the veteri
nary profes~ion , the publ ic and the community where the veterinarian works and lives. 
The award was presented at the MVMA:s 104th annual meeting in January 1996. 

Dr. Ebert is a mixed animal veterinarian and owner of the Pleasant Hill Animal Cl in
ic in Pleasant Hill , Mo. He and his wife Judy have five daughters. 

A fter graduating MU in 1970, Dr. Ebert was employed in a large animal practice 
in Atchison County until being commissioned as captain in the Air Force. He served in 
the Veterinary Medical Corps Public Health near Aberdeen, Scotland. In 1973, he 
returned to Missouri and general practice. In 1975, he established the Pleasant Hill 

Animal Clinic. 
Dr. Ebert is a member of MVMA, the American Veterinary Medical Association and 

numerous other professional organizations. He served as MVMA president in 1989. 
In addition to membership and leadership in professional organizations, Dr. Ebert has 
been involved in many professional activities on the local, state and national levels. He 
served as a member of the Veterinary Medical Foundation Board and was instrumen
tal in establishing the "Friends of Veterinary Medicine." 

On the home front, Dr. Ebert is president of the Pleasant Hill School Board and 
serves on the board of the pleasant Hill Industrial Development Authority. He is active 
with local emergency services, the chamber of commerce, the booster club and opti 
mist club. He is a lifetime member of the Missouri Alumni Association . 

1993: 
Dr. Amy Rucker 
P.O. Box 91 
Harrisburg SD 57032-0091 

1994: 
Dr. Laura Davis 
451 North Geyer Road 
Kirkwood MO 63122 

1995: 
Dr. Bill Williams 
51 0 North Street 
Maxwell IA 50161 

1996: 
Dr. Christopher Wilhite 
128 S.w. Oxford Place 
Lee's Summit MO 64063 
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Jan. 23-25, '\998 ApYil 4, '\998 
Missouyi Vet.eYinarv Medica\ 
Associat.ion, Lake Ozayk, Mo. 

Gent.\e Doct.oy Benefit. and 
'Payent.'s Da'l, Co\um.hia, Mo. 

Maycn 27-28, '\998 
MU CoUege ot Vet.eYinarv Medicine 

Open Rouse, Co\um.hia, Mo. 

Ma'l 6, '\998 
Ronoys Banquet., 

Co\um.hia, Mo. 

Ma'l 8, '\998 
Com.m.encem.ent. ExeYcises, 

Co\um.hia, Mo. 

Continuing Education Opportunities for Veterinarians 

Canine Stifle 
February 14, 1998 

Instructors: James Tomlinson, DVM, MVSc, Assoc . Professor, 
Diplomate ACVS; John Payne, DVM, MS, Diplomate ACVS 

• This course will provide a comprehensive review of cruciate 
and patellar luxation repair for the canine stifle . The 
morning will be devoted to discussion of cruciate repair 
which wil l incl ude functional anatomy and the 
pathophysio logy of the stifle, along with fibular head 
transposition, lateral retinacular inbrication and fascia lata 
inbrication, intraarticular stabilization, and tibial osteotomy. 
Topics covered fo r the patella luxation repair will include 
pothophysio logy, trochlear wedge recession, tibial tuberosity 
transplantation, desmotomy, ancillary techniques and fascia 
imbrication . The afternoon will be devoted to a surgical 
laboratory where participants can apply techniques learned 
in the course. 

Ophthalmic Surgery for the Practitioner 
March 22,1998 

Instructor: Cecil Moore, DVM, MS, Assoc . Professor, Diplomate 
ACVO 

• Th is course is designed to cover basic surgical procedures 
and techniques applicable to diseases of the eyelids, third 
eyelid , conjunctiva and cornea. Procedures performed in 
the laboratory will include methods of entropion repair 
(tacking, Hotz-Celsus, arrowhead blepharoplastyL 
techniques for repair of third eyelid gland prolapses, 
medical canthoplasty and conjunctival grafting procedures 
for treating deep corneal ulcers and descemetoceles . 
Didactic material will be presented in the morning and the 
surgical laboratory will be conducted in the afternoon. 

For more information regarding these courses, please contact: 
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College of Veterinary Medicine 
Continuing Education & Extension 

University of Missouri 
W234 Veterinary Medicine Bldg. 

Columbia, MO 65211 
Telephone: 573-882-7848 



SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Cory Andrew Stiens 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Karl Edward Frees, BS 
Michael Shown Peters, BS 
Rebecca Marie Sweeney 
Shari Renee Bersted, BA 

CUM LAUDE 
Erik Josef Siebel-Spath, BS 
Jean A. Schmidt, BA 
Dono Elizabeth Wilhite 
Brion Lee Reiter 

DVM CLASS of 1997 
Carolyn A. Horman Allton 
Jennifer Ellen Monaco Boker, SS 

Melissa Ann Brookshire, BS 
Shone A. Brookshire 
Heather Buchanon, BS 
Kelly Kay Burkhart, BS 
Carlo Burris 
Christina Claire Calloway 
Jenny Lynn Chartier 
Corry Terese Christoff 
Charles Anthony Coleman 
Amy Jo Cook 
Rachel E. Cook 
Michelle Leigh Parish Cutt 
Barbaro Anne Ervin, BS 
Robert Scott Espey, BS 
Philip David Falch, AA 
Christi R. Foutz 
Rosalind Sue r ..,.,rln""",.." 

-'97 

Daniel Zone Hammond 
David M. Hart, BS 
Jeffrey Scott Highbarger, BS 
Kindra R. Jackson, BS 
Michael Nick Kalafatic 
Denise Nicole Kilby 
Susan Squitieri-Koontz, BA, MA 
John Christopher Landrum 
Nicole Lucido 
Kenneth Russell Mallard 
Paul Justin Manning, BS 
Andria Miller, BS 
Stephen R. Miller 
Mary Lindo Minor, BS 
Michelle Elbert Nack, BS 
Robert A. Nack 
Deborah Morlene Newcomb, SS, MS 

Rachel Mattison Olson, BS 
Stacey Jeanne Schaeffer 
Tanya K. Seckman 
John Mark Sheerman 
Elizabeth Leta Steininger 
Candace Down Stormer, BS 
Lynn Nicole Sutherland 
Crystal Leo Taravella, BS 
Jock Kelton Thomas, Jr., BS 
Deanna Kay Tolliver, BS, MS 
Gory Voetberg, BA, MS 
Sarah J. Walton, BS 
Christy Dell Webb, AS, BS 
David E. Weddle 
Bradley J. White 
Christine Marie Mathews-White, BS 

D. Wilsan 
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T hey've always been 
there for you ... 

... you can always be 
there for therrl 

~ ~------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ Allison Clarke, 8, daughter of Dr. Lane L. Clarke, assistant professor in the department of 
veterinary biomedical sciences, demonstrates her fondness for animals as she pets Louise of the Missouri Mule Team. 

Even the most domesticated animals remind us of what it is to be wild, to be gentle, to 
be loyal, to trust, to flourish, to slow with age, to die. They connect us to something 
fundamental-and we who support the MU College of Veterinary Medicine are the 
caretakers of that connection. 

With your help, the animals who depend on veterinarians will always have the caring 
they need. With your contribution, we will continue building one of the nation's finest 
colleges of veterinary medicine for Missouri. 

For information about planning your charitable gift, please get in touch with David 
Horner, director of development, at (573) 882-5972. 



Joseph Clinton Hughes, DVM '50, of 
Lebanon, Mo ., died March 27, 1997, at age 
78. 

Alex Madison, DVM '53, of LaPlata, Mo., 
died March 18, 1997. 

Rainey Robertson, DVM '68, of Linn, 
Mo., died in May 1995, at age 53. 

Lawrence W. Ryan, DVM '69, of Fairview 
Heights , Ill., died April II, 1997. 

Alumni Association 

Mollie Wright, DVM '76, of Joplin, Mo., 
died June 16, 1997. 

Steve Baumgartner, DVM '87, of Lenexa, 
Kan., died May 22, 1997. 

Nancy K. Meyer of Boonville, Mo., died 
June 21, 1996. She was chief clerk of the 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. 

When you, as veterinarians, join the MU Alumni Association, you automatically 
become members of the Alumni Association of the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Membership entitles you to, among other things, a subscription to the Missouri Alum
nus magazine, special library privileges at Ellis Library, special group rates on interna
tional and domestic tours, and the other opportunities. 

In addition, your membership supports the National Merit Scholarship program, 
homecoming and class reunions, campus lighting, and the Faculty Alumni Awards, which 
recognize alumni and faculty of the University. 

Most important, a percentage of your dues is returned to the College of Veterinary 
Medicine Alumni Association for use in our own alumni activities. 

r--------------------------------------------------------------------

• Oln 
Yes, 

D Individual Annual, $30 

D Mr. & Mrs. Annual, $45 

D Individual 65 or Older, $20 

D Mr. & Mrs. 65 or Older, $30 

I want to belong 
D Individual MU Faculty & Staff, $20 

D Mr. & Mrs. MU Faculty and Staff, $30 

D Individual MU Student. $20 

D Mr. & Mrs. MU Student. $30 

•••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Show your support for 
Mizzou by joining the 
MU Alumni Association. 
As a member, you are 
eligible to join the new 
University Club. 

Name ______________________ __ Home Phone 1;-) ------------------____ _ 

Mailing Address ---------------------------------------------------------

City/State/ZIP ________________________________________________________ _ 

MU Student # _______________________ Class Year ----------------------__ _ 

D Spouse attended MU? Spouse's name -------------------------------------

Make check payable to: MU Alumni Association or charge D VISA D Mastercard 

Credit Card # ___________________________ __ Expiration __________ __ 

Signature required for credit card use _________________________________________ _ 

D Send more information on joining the University Club. 

Return the coupon along with your payment to MU Alumni Association, 

123 Donald W. Reynolds Alumni and Visitor Center, Columbia, Mo. 65211 VM97F 
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Nomination form for 

Alumnus of the Year 
College of Veterinary Medicine - University of Missouri-Columbia 

The Alumnus of the Year is selected and presented by the College of Veterinary Medicine 
Alumni Association in recognition of outstanding professional and personal achievements and 
contributions to the enhancement of the veterinary profession. 
Please use this coupon to nominate a graduate who has made outstanding contributions both 
within the profession of veterinary medicine and beyond, through community, state or national 
activities. 

KEEP THIS OUTSTANDING TRADITION ALIVE. SEND YOUR NOMINATION TODAY. 

My nominee is: 

Dr. ________________________________________________________________ __ 

Name of person who can supply information on this nomination: __________________________ _ 

Address of this person: ___________________________________________________ _ 

My name and address: 

My telephone number: 
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Please help the magazine staff keep your friends informed. Send us a Class Note. Fill in this 
coupon and drop it in the mail. Alumni want news about other alumni. 

What's new with you? 
Name ______________________________________________________________ _ 

~ Address ____________________________________________________________ __ 
~ 
o 
z 
~ 
I
::l 
o 
a:: 
~ 
w 
I-

Date of Birth ___ ____ Degrees and dates ______________________________ _ 

Day Phone Evening Phone ________________________ _ 

Check those that apply: 

_ New job 

_ Wedding 

_ Prizes 

_ Award 

_ Birth 

_ Honorary 

_ Achievement 

_ Transfer 

_ Retirement 

_ Promotion 

_ Book 

_ Other 
Details ____________________________________________________________ _ 


