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Introduct;on 

TEST: THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

or 

COMPOSING A UNION LIST OF SERIALS 

IN THE COMPUTER AGE 

This is an ~ccount of the attempts made to prepare and publish (in 

an automated form) the TULIP--THE UNION LIST OF INDIAN PERIODICALS IN 

AMERICAN LIBRARIES. The project had a very modest beginning. But it 

developed into enormous proporti ons. In due course of time, TULIP 

blossomed into a different form. It became THE UNIVERSAL LIST OF 

INDIA'S PERIODICAL PUBLICA nONS PRESERVED AND BEING SERVED IN MAJOR 

LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD! Earl i er it was a means only. Later on it 

c.. Q\ ,I turned into end itself. It had demonstrated its potential. 

Parts of the present work were originally published in 1979 under 

the title: The Project TULIP (The Union List of Indian Periodicals): A 
Report .2!! the Preparation of ~ Systematic ~nd Comprehensive List of 

Indian Periodical Publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences ~ 

~ Means to Compile S!1 American Union List. It was revi sed, enlarged, 

and reprinted several times. Yet it was only a parti al story. It 

contained mainly the report of the activities undertaken during the 

academic year 1978/79 in India and ~ few months thereafter in the U.S.A. 

The present work is quite extensive. It covers ~ seventeen 

years, beginning with 1969 and ending in 1985. Its primary title is 

TEST--The Eternal Saga of TULIP. Yes, it was really a TEST. I do I'IIIIItc ......,.t"" 

know how far I have succeeded in my attempts to reach the goal and what 

final grade I will receive from the reviewers and critics. But here it 

is as it is. 

Along with the publication of this,--'b......., ........ --"'LIii...._ 

offeri ng of our TULIP: Bouquet One: G-;c of 

the first 

This shows more of 

what can be achieved rather than what has already been achieved. This 

is a specimen, ~ prototype, a model, a preview. Now we can confidently 

say--"We have done our best." And when "we have done our best," we 

could not do better. Even wi thout subsequent """5~A' • II> grants, we 

have achieved what is being offered today. The generous (though 
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THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

relatively inadequate> grants from the AAS and UMC Research Council have 

borne the fruit. TULIP is here . 

Some idea of what we have gone through can be obtained from what we 

have stated in the "Introduction" to TULIP Bouquet One: ABC of TULIP. 

There are two significant resul ts of the total research 

undertaking-- BBDR & the TULIP CODE. BBDR has already been tested to 

some extent; though it is yet to be tested for its total potential . 

But the TULIP CODE has not yet been tested at all. It promi ses 

many beneficial results and a great deal of power. Also ideas are now 

crystalized. Theories have been propounded. Methodologies havs been 

evolved. All that is a gain . 

We are also releasing another publication on the subject. It is 

TULSI: The Union Lists of Serials: History: Literature: Philosophy. 

These publ i cati ons combi ned may consti tute the largest collecti on of 

writings ever published at a time on this topic. 

Since these two publications say quite a good deal of what we would 

like 
-K.':~ 

to put in ~ "Introduction" we pause here and let the reader go 

straight into The Eternal SAGA of TULIP. 

Columbia, Missouri MURARI L. HAGAR 

June 30, 1986. DLS (Columbia University) 
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C HAP T E R I 

AMERICAN ROOTS OF TULIP 

Genesis 

The begi nni ngs of TULIP can be traced to the year 1969. While 

assisting the South Asia faculty and students at the University of 

Missouri - Columbia in their scholarly pursuits, and trying to build a 

basic collection of research resources, especially the back volumes of 

India's periodical publications, I realized the need for the preparation 

and publication of an "American union list of Indian serials in the 

humanities and social sciences." Such a source did not exist at all! 

And in order to secure some financial assistance for the project, I 

prepared an extensive proposal. It was revi sed several times . . Here is 

the final version as it had emerged by 1975: 

SYSTEMATIC AND COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF INDIAN SERIALS 

IN THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

A Means to Compile An American Union List 

The Primary Proposal 

This is a proposal for field work in India in order to survey some 

major Indian libraries and to prepare "A Preliminary Checklist of Indian 

Serial Publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences" as a means to 

compile and publish a comprehensive union list of Indian serials 

available in major American libraries. 

A Union List is an essential tool for research. Its compilation 

requires large funds. The Council on Library Resources granted more than 

a quarter million dollars (in 1959) just for the preparation of the 

third edition of Gregory's Union List of Serials in Libraries of the 

United States and Canada. 

The Union List of Learned American Serials in Indian Libraries 

(ULLAS) was compiled through a generous grant of Rs. 80,000/- ( 16,000) 

by the U.S. Government in India at my request to the Indian Council for 

Library Development, a corporate body created by me. I planned and 

directed the project. ULLAS lists 2,584 learned American serials 
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THE ETERHAL SAGA OF TULIP 

deposited in 165 libraries in India. Also it gives approximately 3,000 

cross references. 

ULLAS is not only a union list of serials; it is a catalog as well. 

Its entries contain all the information that the scholars need and the 

librarians record in their catalogs of serial publications--a unique 

feature. The basic entry resembles an LC main catalog card and contains 

exhaustive data on the serial and then reports its pertinent holdings in 

a systemati c manner. Wi th these added features, ULLAS has become a 

significant means for the promotion of American studies in India. 

A Union List is a product of scholarship. Only Emeneaus and 

Polemans could have produced works like A Union.!....i..;ll of Printed Indic 

Texts and Translations in American Libraries, Hew Haven, 1935, and A 

Census 2f Indic Manuscripts in the United States and Canada, Hew Haven, 

1938. Emeneau compiled his Union ii2i through a grant from the American 

Council of Learned Societies and by visiting the libraries between 

September 1933 and August 1934 . The list includes all books in Sanskrit, 

Pali, Prakrit, and Apabhramsa, and most of the books in the older stages 

of the vernaculars totalling 4,491. In general only texts composed 

before A.D. 1800 have been listed. Poleman's work was also financed by 

the ACLS. It is a list of Indic works in manuscript form, dated prior to 

1800, numbering 8,000, available in more than a hundred private and 

publ i eli brari es in the U. S. A. and Canada. Both the 1 i sts cover only 

monographic works and do not report the serial pUblications proposed to 

be included in the projected union list. 

A un ion 1 i st must be accurate. Second hand i nformat ion somet i mes 

builds up false hope. An example is Margaret Case's South Asian 

History, 1750-1950, Princeton, 1968, reporting on page 444 that Columbia 

University, Hew York, holds "complete files" of the Tribune CAmbala>. 

Upon i nqui ry it was found that Columbi a Uni versi ty does not have the 

set! Data must be collected, as far as possible, by direct verification 

of the holdings. 

I wish to prepare a "Union list of learned Indian serials in the 

humanities and social sciences available in major libraries of the 

United States and Canada." Ho one has attempted such a project as yet. 

Just as ULLAS has proved to be a great source of i nformat ion, the 

- it -



AMERICAN ROOTS 

proposed union list will become an important tool for research in Indic 

studies. It will also be an effective tool for interlibrary loan and 

acquisition at the national/international level. It will enable American 

libraries to acquire, if not in original at least in reproduction, 

Indian serials that have not yet found their way into any American 

library and to fill in their gaps by getting the missing parts 

reproduced. The libraries will be helped in two ways: 1) They will 

acquire titles still unknown to them, and 2) fill the gaps in the 

existing holdings. 

Gregory's Union .!..ill (3rd ed.) stops with 1949. The New Serial 

Titles starts with 1949. Yet there are many serials which began 

publ i shi ng before 1949 but are acqui red by Ameri can 1 i brari es only 

recently. There is no record for such titles in this country even if 

they are available. An example is the Malabar Quarterly Review 

(Ernakulam). There is no bibliographical tool to verify whether it is 

held by any American library, although some are likely to have acquired 

it. Thi sis because the study of modern Indi a in thi s country is a 

recent development. American libraries have acquired more Indic research 

materials during the past two decades than in the preceding two 

centuri es! Hence there is a great need to compi Ie such ali st if 

research on India in this country is to be carried on effectively. 

Enterprising business organizations have tried to prepare micro

editions of Indic research materials, drawing primarily on the 

collections deposited outside India. For example, the Inter 

Documentation Company of Zug, Switzerland, has relied heavily upon the 

holdings of just one library, the India Office. No wonder, therefore, 

that most of the IDC runs are incomplete and lack some of the most 

valuable and rare volumes in the sets! True, India Office library 

possesses one of the most extensive Indic collections under one roof; 

nevertheless, it represents only a fraction of what might be held 

collectively by a group of major libraries in India. No one has yet made 

any survey of what was published in India, since the beginning of 

printing in the form of serial literature, and is still available in 

many Indian libraries. To name just one collection: The Sanskrit 

University, Varanasi, has been acquiring publications for 185 years. 
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THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

Yet its valuable collections have never been explored with this 

objective. 

As a means to compile such a union list, it is necessary to prepare 

a checklist of all the serials of research value published in India at 

any time in the field of the Humanities and Social Sciences. Unless we 

know what was published, we cannot determine whether it is held by an 

American library. Thi s work can be done most effecti vely and 

exhaustively only in India. 

A compi ler aspi ri ng to prepare a check 1 i st of the learned Indi c 

serials available in Indian libraries must have had direct contact with 

India. I have worked with librarians in India, several of whom are my 

former students. I was in charge of the li brary Branch of the Indi a 

Wheat Loan Educati onal Exchange Program of the Forei gn Servi ce of the 

United States of America, under which 1.5 million dollars worth of 

American books were donated to about one hundred Indian libraries. My 

job was to visit these libraries and to advise their librarians on how 

to acquire American publications desired by them. I am sure my former 

colleagues and students will extend full cooperation to the project. 

The scholar wi shi ng to undertake thi s project must be able to 

utilize as many Indian languages as possible, if it is desired to 

include serials in major regional languages. I know Sanskrit, Hindi, 

Gujarati, Marathi, Bengali, Punjabi, and Urdu. With this background and 

experience, I believe I can successfully complete this project. 

I have been working on this project for many years. The following 

sources have been used in collecting the initial data: 

1. Cumulative Bibliography of ~ Studies, 1941-70. 

Boston, 1969-71. 

2. ~ 12 Indi§n Periodical Literature. Gurgaon, 1964-. 

3. Index India. Jaipur, 1969-. 

4. India Office Library, London. Catalogue ~ 

Periodicals. Boston, 1964. 

5. India (Republic). Office of the Registrar of Newspapers. 

~ in India. New Delhi, 1964-. 

6. Kern Institute, Leyden. Annual bibliography 2f 

Indian Archaeology, ~ . 

- 6 -



AMERICAN ROOTS 

7. Nifor Guide to Indian Periodicals. 1955/56-. Poona. 

8. Periodicals in Humanities; Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals in Humanities and Newspapers in Delhi 

libraries. New Delhi, Arnold-Hienemann: India, 1973. 

9. Union Catalogue of Social Science Periodicals: 

Delhi. New Delhi. Social Science Documentation Center, 

1973. 

10. U.S. library of Congress. American libraries Book 

Procurement Center, New Delhi. Accessions list-

Annual ~ of Serials. New Delhi, 1974. 

11. U.S. library of Congress, Orientalia Division. Southern Asia 

Accessions list,1952-60. Washington, D.C. 

12. University of Missouri at Columbia. library. Serials 

Catalog. 

This is only an inclusive list of the sources used. Many new lists 

are coming out, which are being incorporated into the master file. 

My checklist of Indian serials is at present in card form and 

contains brief information on 2,600 titles in the humanities and social 

sciences and some related subjects in the field of South Asian studies. 

There are also 400 cross references. The grand total of the entire file 

is 3,000 cards . The titles (excluding those of no. 9 and 10) have 

already been verified with Gregory's Union list of Seripls and the New 

Serial Titles. Of the 1,280 pre-1949 serials, 480 (i.e. only 37.5Yo) were 

found in the UlS, while as many as 800 (or 62.5Yo) were not. The list 

contains 1,320 serials published after 1949. Of these, 700 (or 53Yo) 

were found in NST while 620 (or 47Yo) were not. This fact demonstrates 

how inadeguate and jncomplete these two American sources are as far as 

the Indian serials are concerned. 

The sources used so far do not follow any uniform system of listing, 

resulting in great divergence and disparity in terms of the choice and 

renderi ng of the mai n entry. An important step in the process of 

compilation will be to revise and edit the entries and bring them in 

total conformity with the lC System of Cataloging. This will be achieved 

partly by acquiring lC printed cards for as many titles as possible. But 
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LC has cataloged only a fracti on of what wi 11 fi nally compri se the 

proposed Union List. All the titles not cataloged by LC will have to be 

cataloged by us. In order to do a successful job we need detai led 

bibliographical data, such as follows: 

Full title; place of publication; name of the publisher; 

date of commencement: whether still current; collation; 

cumulative frequency of publ i catt ion; 

duration suspension 

irregularities/peculiarities 

volumes/series; connection 

publication; sponsoring body; 

issuing bodies, change in name; 

indexes/supplements; 

numbers; indexes; holdings. 

of publication; 

in the numbering of 

with preceding/ succeeding 

variation in title/ 

editors; supplements; 

imprint; 

special 

I propose to visit twenty-five major Indian libraries in Bombay, 

Poona, Madras, Hyderabad, Calcutta, Varanasi, and Delhi, residing 

approximately six weeks in each city. A tentative list of the 

institutions follows: 

BOMBAY (3): Asiatic Society; Bombay University; Tata 

Institute of Social Sciences. POONA (4): Bhandarkar Oriental 

Research Insti tute; Deccan College Post-Graduate and Research 

Institute; Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics; Poona 

University. MADRAS and HYDERABAD (3): Connemara Public (State 

Central> Library; Madras University; Osmania University. 

CALCUTTA (4): Anthropological Survey of India; Asiatic Society; 

Calcutta University; National library. VARANASI (3): Banaras 

Hindu University; Kashi Vidyapith (University); Sanskrit 

University. DELHI (8) .. Archaeological Survey of India; Delhi 

University; Indian Council of World Affairs; Indian Institute 

of Public Administration; Jamia Millia Islamia University; 

Jawaharlal Nehru University; National Archives; Nehru Museum 

and li brary. 
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AMERICAN ROOTS 

Why Visit India? 

A question may arise: When organizations such as the Indian Council 

of Social Science Research and the India International Centre are 

compiling and publishing union catalogs of serials in social sciences 

and the humanities, why should an American go to India to collect data 

on Indian serials? The answer lies in the fact that contemporary Indian 

librarians--at least those who are compiling union lists today--do not 

believe in the fundamental philosophy of union catalogs. While Gregory 

and the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals for example, give all the 

data on a seri al before they start 1 i sti ng the holdi ngs, the uni on 

catalogs produced in India today give the bare minimum information, 

whi ch they regard adequate but whi ch we do not! The Uni on Catalogue 

produced by the SSDC of ICSSR itself declares in the clearest and most 

emphatic terms : 

The Union Catalogue is primarily and necessarily only a 

location tool. Much historical information about a periodical 

which may be useful and interesting but not strictly required 

to identify a periodical title and locate its availability for 

use is therefore not gi ven. For thi s reason also, no indexes 

are provided. For a large number of periodicals included in 

thi s volume, such i nformati on may be readi ly found in other 

Union Catalogues published outside India (emphasis added). 

<Union Catalogue of Social Science Periodicals: Delhi. 

1973. 

P.xv> 

SSDC expects western union catalogs to give full data even for those 

publications which originate in India! 

Budgetary Needs 

It will be necessary to reproduce my card file in book form and make 

multiple copies so that it can be shared with other cooperating 

libraries in India. The total cost of making, say, thirty copies, 

including the labor of preparing the master copy, assembling, and 

stapling the finished product, will be approximately $6,000. We will 

need $1,000 for correspondence and postage, making a total of $7,000 for 
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the preparation and circulation of the preliminary check-list among the 

participating libraries in India. 

The cost of travel will be approximately $3,000. I will need at 

least $20 per day for board and lodge, making a subtotal of about $7,500 

and a grand total of $17,500. I need $13,000 to support my family in 

the U.S.A. and to meet other financial commitments at home. Thus my 

minimum financial requirement for the total project comes to around 

$30,500. 

The field work will take at least one calendar year. What I propose 

to prepare in India will be at its best only a beginning--a pilot 

project. The final work of compiling and producing a comprehensive Union 

List will take about three years and will require sUbstantial funds. 

Nevertheless, if my prel i mi nary work helps Ameri can scholars real i ze 

this to be a worthy project, it is probable that some national 

philanthropic bodies like the Council on Library Resources (which gave 

more than a quarter million dollars to prepare the 3rd ed. of Gregory's 

Union .L.,ill) or the National Endowment for the Humanities (which has 

allocated $2,200,000 for the support of new research tools) may grant 

adequate funds to undertake the work on a comprehensive basis. 

If and when we get additional funds, a working edition of this 

checklist will be prepared and circulated among major libraries in the 

U.S.A. and Canada where the titles covered by the List might be 

available. The participating libraries will be requested to report and 

add their own holdings. It will be necessary to visit representative 

American libraries. Consequently, there will emerge a Union List of 

Learned Indian Serials in 1hg Humanities and Social Sciences available 

in American Libraries. A subject index can be an additional useful 

feature. Since my card file already locates Indian titles in other union 

catalogs (listed above) it also serves as an index to the major union 

catalogs of serials in India, England, and the U.S.A. Consequently, the 

final product will emerge as the "World Union Catalog of Indian 

Serials." Of course, it will cover only the specified subjects. 

But these are plans for the future. My immediate objective is to 

visit India for a year in order to identify and enumerate significant 

Indian serial publications in the humanities and social sciences, and to 
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collect complete data for their cataloging and bibliographic 

description, a5 a mean5 to compile a comprehensive and 5ystematic union 

list of their holdings in American libraries. Such a list does not yet 

exist. American libraries havs acquired more Indian research serials in 

the past two decades than in the past two centuries. They deserve 

unified and 5ystematic listing. The proposed list will facilitate 

research on India by American scholars and save their time, money, and 

energy. American libraries will be able to develop and strengthen their 

own collection5 on South Asia. And finally, the project will promote 

cultural cooperation between the U.S.A. and India. 

Columbia, MO 

July 15, 1975 

Value of the Preced;ng pr;mary Proposal 

Proposed by 

Murari Lal Nagar 

We have begun this "Eternal Saga of TULIP" with our "Primary 

Proposal: A Systematic and Comprehensive List of Indian Serials in the 

Humanities and Social Sciences; a Means to Compile an American Union 

List." It i5 the ba5ic document, the heart 

undertaking. 

formulated, and 

This "Proposal" took a long 

brought to this ~ 

and soul of the total 

time to ~;tf.(ak-
stage. It presents my 

phi losophy of uni on 1 i sti ng. This embodiment of thought is the seed 

which finallY blossomed into the TULIP, being presented to the learned 

world along with the publication of this "Saga." 

Yato yg imani bhutani jayante 

Yena jatani jivanti. 

From Whom are begotten all the beings; 

By Whom once begotten all get sustained. 

THE BEGINNINGS 

The Frog ;n the Well 

This story goes back to March 1970. I had just developed my basic 

"Plan and Proposal" for TULIP. I wrote to an American Orientali5t, 

5eek i ng hi s support. This scholar had worked quite awhile in a great 

American library and ought to have known better! However, his immediate 
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reaction wa5 negative and discouraging. In hi5 opinion, each and every 

periodical publication ever issued in India wa5 already available in 

some American library somewhere and that there was no need for me to go 

to India for field work. Also--so he thought--there were many sources 

of reference that descri bed the peri odi cal publ i cati ons deposi ted and 

available in American libraries. Thu5 there was no need ei ther to 

compile any fresh union list of Indian periodicals available in American 

libraries!! I wrote him back: 

From your quick response to my last letter, I gathered that--so you 

believe--any periodical publi5hed anywhere in India at any time is 

available somewhere in some library in the U.S.A • .; and that there are 

plenty of source5 to locate what i5 available where in the U.S.A. If 

so, you can help me. 

Dr. William A. Noble, the professor who teaches Indian geography 

here and who is a specialist on Kerala, enquired about a journal called 

MALABAR QUARTERLY REVIEW. Dr. Noble has prepared an extensi ve 

bibliography on Kerala and wants to consult this journal set. 

I will appreciate it very much if you kindly help me to locate this 

journal in any library in this country. 

Thanking you 50 much, 

Yours ever, 

MLN 

I never received a reply! The attitude of this 

scholar-turned-l i bradan resembles that of the legendary frog in the 

well, whose world was I imi ted exclusi vely to hi 5 own well! This 

gentleman did not know--or did not care to know--that a5 many a5 forty 

percent of the serial title5 appearing in BUCOP did not find a place in 

the ULS! And this omission relates to those titles of universal 

scholarly interest which must find a place in all the major libraries of 

any leadi ng country such as the U. S. A. They were not 1 i mi ted to a 

specialized field 5uch as South Asia, or originating from the so-called 

developing country such as India. 

A5 already stated, the Project TULIP ori gi nated in 1969. The 

"Primary Proposal" for the Project TULIP, just presented in the 
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beginning of this work, mentions in brief my previous work on the union 

listing--ULLAS (Joy)--The Union .!.il1 of Learned American Serjals in 

Indian libraries. Together with the present publication (TEST) we are 

also publishing a companion volume entitled TULSI: The Union Lists of 

Serials: History; Literature; Philosophy. This latter work presents in 

somewhat great details an account of the preparation and publication of 

ULLAS. It was released from the press in 1966, but due to certa in 

reasons beyond my control, I could not see it until 1969. Once I saw 

the concrete proof of my prolonged labor so beautifully demonstrated, my 

desire to publish a similar volume for Indian serials in American 

1 i brari es ~ i ntensi fi ed. 

In retrospect I can say now that I ran after a mirage! I a8te~ li~ 

~Ajye a i,.,lelun, I now realize that while it was so easy t~ get a 

MIfp~O¥ti grant for preparing ULLAS in India, it was very difficult, 

almost impossible to get similar financial assistance for TULIP in 

America! 

The Counci 1 on Library Resources had granted more than a quarter 

million dollars in 1958 for bringing out the third edition of Gregory's 

Yld. It was my wi shful thi nk i ng that I too could get some funds from 

the Council for TULIP! I started my correspondence wi th the then 

President of the Council, who was personally known to me and had a soft 

corner in his heart for me. At least I thought so. In his opinion, it 

was absolutely essential to get cooperation from an Indian organization. 

I tried to bring in the Indian Council for Library Development. Its 

presi dent tri ed to sati sfy the CLR, but all our attempts failed. The 

CLR never granted the funds; nor di d it ever say a defi ni te "No". 

Several years elapsed in this fruitless three-way 

correspondence--Columbia, MO--Washington, D.C.--and Ludhiana (the 

Punjab) where the ICLD had its headquarters. 

I was a full-time employee of the South Asia Studies Section at the 

University of Missouri, Columbia. I had very little time to devote to 

the TULIP Project. Primarily I was engaged in building up an 

ever-growing collection of research resources for the newly developing 

South Asi a Language and Area Center at the UMC. 

extremely slow and quite limited indeed. 
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However, I talked to my co-professionals in India regarding my TULIP 

Project and they were all quite enthusi asti c about it. My idea ~ 
further strengthened. 

Indo-Amer;can L;brary cooperat;on 

During the academic year 1972/73 I visited India on sabbatical, but 

my main objective then was to collect some research materials on 

America's contribution to the development of library service in India. 

This study was an extension of my doctoral dissertation. The followi ng 

report submi tted to the Chai rman of the UMC Research Counci I upon my 

return home presents in summary the value, volume, and vari ety of the 

data collected duri ng my sojourn in Indi a. Now I had two attractive 

projects in my hand. It was difficult to decide which one ought t~ have 

been accorded priority and preference. Like my two eyes I could not 

determine which one was closer to my heart! 

13 June 1973 

The Chairman 

University Research Council 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65201 

Dear Sir: 

I am so very thankful to the Research Council of the University of 

Mi ssouri, Columbi a for thei r havi ng gi ven me an opportuni ty to study 

America's contribution to the development of libraries and librarianship 

in India . 

You wi 11 be pleased to know that I got good results of my 

exploration of the Royal Treasures in Baroda! By "treasures" I do not 

mean gold and diamond, although they too were in plenty once there, and 

still are preserved in some underground safe vaults! I am referring to 

the valuable documents whi ch had never been exami ned by anyone duri ng 

the past forty years or so since the Maharaja Sayajirao III died! I am 

fortunate that I could examine his private and personal correspondence, 

diaries in autograph and memoranda on various subjects, in addition to 
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the general state papers. All these documents have thrown a new light 

on the subj ect. I was happy to di scover that the plans for the 

development of libraries in Baroda (India) were first conceived by the 

Maharaja of Baroda in Colorado Springs, Colorado as early as June 1906! 

I have come to know of the names of great American educationists such as 

Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall and Dr. Herman C. Bumpus through the Royal 

Records preserved at Baroda, personalities who played a leading role in 

the promotion of library service in Baroda and thereby throughout India 

six decades ago. By the way, Dr . Bumpus was the Director of the 

American Museum of Natural History in New York. It was Dr. Bumpus who 

selected Borden and arranged his deputation to Baroda in 1910! 

I bel i eve in future if some one wants to wri te a hi story of the 

public library movement in India, he may have to visit Columbia too. We 

already had plenty on Baroda in our library, whi ch wi 11 be further 

enriched by what I collected there now. The present State librarian of 

Baroda, who has been there more than 15 years sai d to me one day: "I 

thought I had read all about the Baroda library Movement and that I knew 

everything about the subject. But your dissertation has shown me that I 

di d not know s.ll. Your conclusi ons are very sound and are deri ved 

through logic and r.easoning. Your work has given me a new light, a new 

insight into the subject. 

I may add here that I secured special permission of the Government 

of Gujarat (Ahmedabad) to examine also the State records preserved at 

the Central State Archives in Baroda. They have more than 50,000 files! 

There was a file on Borden too! It gives useful information, for 

example, his biodata, not known through any other source yet. After I 

fi n i shed wi th the Royal Records at the Palace, I exami ned the State 

Archives as well. 

In brief, I have collected enough primary resources to complete my 

new book on "America's contribution to the development of library 

service in India," which will be my ninth work. 

I am hi ghly obI i ged to the Research Counci I for thi s splendi d 

opportunity. 

- 15 -
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In the meantime I continued submitting applications to some 

foundat ions for a grant to work on the Proj ect TULIP. Though these 

attempts did not bear any fruit, yet I kept on working and collecting 

the data for serials with the help of some students. This <work by 

students> was a real blessing as demonstrated later. 

Obstacles Intensify Resolution 

It was not always easy to get full support even from the members of 

my own profession in the U.S.A. In 1975 I decided to apply to a 

foundation for a grant to work on the Project TULIP. I wrote to one of 

my librarian-benefactors, requesting his recommendation. 

was: 

Dear Mr. Nagar: 

His reaction 

Nov 4, 1975 

You have asked me for something this time that is so 

completely out of the range of my knowledge that I have felt it 

necessary to ask some of my colleagues for opinions. It has, 

accordingly, taken more time than I had hoped it might. Their 

combined judgments might be summarized as follows: 

Ai this time there is a serious question about the whole 

idea. If it is to be undertaken, there is a serious question 

as to whether the first year ought to be spent in India. The 

proposal was interesting to more than one of my colleagues who 

pointed out that it would not be realistic to suppose that you 

could rely on the help of librarians in listing their holdings 

unless you were prepared to pay for the help. Apparently they 

di d not feel that you had covered thi sneed suffi ci ently. It 

was pointed out more than once that area studies had been the 

first to feel the cuts during the current recession, were the 

first to feel staff reductions, and simply did not have the 

staff to cooperate in a way your proposal seems to suggest they 

might. One librarian pointed out that even on a project much 

more desperately needed, i.e. THE UNION LIST OF NEWSPAPERS 
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PROJECT real di ffi cuI ty had been encountered because of staff 

shortages in getti ng the ki nd of assi stance whi ch had been 

usual in times past. Finally, it was suggested that if you 

should rework this proposal at some time you should stress the 

importance of Indian language serials where the greatest 

contribution might be made. 

As I said, this one is out of my ken, but considering the 

L.C. activity, the SOAS catalog and supplement, Gandhi's 

Indian Periodicals in Print and the sources you have mentioned, 

among others, I could not find among my working colleagues in 

libraries here in New York the kind of support for the project 

21 thi 5 time that would lead me to the kind of enthusiastic 

endorsement I think you are seeking. I'm sorry, I do hope some 

of your other applications are proceeding well? 

Cordially yours, 

J.D. 

Probably the letter was drafted by someone other than J. D. ! He 

would have addressed me either as "Murari" or "Dr. Nagar." It seems the 

writer did not know that I was a Doctor of Library Science from Columbia 

University, 

originated. 

New York, the very institution from which this letter had 

And, by the way, the letter was not even signed by J.D.! 

It is full of typographical blunders and executed very badly. 

My response to J.D. was: 

November 20, 1975 

My Dear D: 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of Nov. 4. I agree with you 

that if a subject is completely out of your range you should consult 

your colleagues, and be guided by their advice if it is once sought. 

You have helped me to such an extent in the past that even if you 

are unable to recommend me for this specific project I do not feel sorry 

in the least. I shall ever remain grateful to you as long as I live. You 
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have been one of my greatest benefactors. So please do not feel sorry if 

you could not extend your enthusiastic support for this one project. 

Your best wishes will enable me to get at least one grant. thereby 

enabling me to quench my thirst for more knowledge through research and 

writing. 

With best wishes and deep gratitude. 

Yours sincerely. 

Murari 

Evidently the "colleagues" whom this great librarian-educator 

consulted regarded a "Union list of newspapers" more important than the 

one of serials. They did not realize--did not even care to read the 

proposal well--that it included the "newspapers" among the "serials" to 

be uni on 1 i sted. They were not able to view the project in its proper 

per spect i ve. A 11 the sou rces ment i oned by th i s 1 etter-wr iter. even if 

combined. could not serve the purpose intended to be served by the union 

list. as proposed by me. which does not merely list a title but also 

locates its availability in a particular library. It is not sufficient 

to know whi ch titles have been publ i shed. We have al so to know where 

they are located--which specific volumes of which titles are available 

in which specific library? It is obvious that the critics of the 

project did not hold an objective view. Their mind was prejudiced. 

However. a point made by the critics was noteworthy. libraries. 

even the major ones. simply do not have adequate staff even to report 

thei r own holdi ngs. Thi s also legi ti mi zes the plan of the Joi nt 

Committee on the Union List of Serials. While proposing a "Permanent 

Program." they provided thirty six percent ($962.360) of the estimated 

expenses (a total of $2.673.222) to subsidize the libraries for their 

work of reporting the holdings. Although it was a worthy cause and the 

libraries themselves would get the benefit ultimately, they simply did 

not have the necessary staff to cooperate even to that extent. Times 

have certainly changed. It is to be remembered in this connection that 

even Harvard. the New York Publ i c. and Yale made it absolutely clear 

that in future they won't be able to provide the kind of cooperation 
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they reluctantly gave to revise and bring up-to-date the 2nd edition of 

the ULS. The volume of the work involved was too much!l 

Groundwork for TULIP 

I visited India during July-October 1976. I did some work there on 

the Project and reactivated--at least so I thought~-the Indian Council 

for Library Development, in the hope of getting cooperation from an 

Indian corporate body as desired by a granting agency here. But the 

final outcome was a total failure. 

In January 1977 I submi tted the followi ng report Z to the Research 

Council of the University of Missouri--Columbia, which had provided me 

with many facilities to continue my work on the TULIP. 

I am pleased to report that my research trip to India from 6 July 

to 8 October 1976 was greatly successful. 

I am grateful to the UMC Research Council for the travel grant and 

to the University Library (then headed by Mr. Dwight Tuckwood) for 

permission to stay away from my work and visit India. 

In my request for financial assistance to the Research Council, I 

had included the cost of reproduci ng my research data (card file) in 

thirty copies so that it could be shared with the selected librarians in 

India to facilitate the collection of additional details on Indian 

serials. However, I did not receive all that I had requested and the 

limitations of the funds made it necessary to change the plan. I had to 

be satisfied with only one xerox copy, which was prepared here through 

the cooperation and financial assistance of Dr. Paul Wallace, the 

Director of the South Asia Studies Program at the UMC. 

At the time I drew up my first original proposal (in 1972), my data 

file contained only three thousand cards. But I had continued my work 

of collecting information on additional titles. Professor Jerry Barrier 

gave me two union catalogs of periodicals just then released from India. 

1 Thus it was quite logical for Duke to commission a special 

bibliographer to visit libraries personally and review their specific 

holdings. 

Z Covers the period from December 1975 to January 1977. 
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I checked them against my own records (card file) and incorporated all 

the titles that were found to be new. The number of cards rose to ten 

thousand. These cards were reproduced on sheets of (paper of) 8 1/2" x 

11" size, three cards to each sheet, totalling thirty-one thousand and 

weighing thirty-one pounds . I took all this material to India by air as 

my accompanied baggage. 

I reached Bombay on 10 December 1975 with great enthusiasm and 

vigor. However, the man proposes and God disposes. I had hardly begun my 

work when I was forced to return home due to a horri ble car crash in 

Flori da in whi ch my son was severely injured on the Chri stmas eve . I 

came back in pieces. It took about six months for me to put the pieces 

back together. By June 1976 I was ready once again to make another trip 

to India. Fortunately, the American Institute of Indian Studies granted 

me some financial assistance, which proved to be of great help. God 

wanted me to continue my work that I had begun several years ago. 

My original request to the Institute called for a grant of 

approximately $30,000 and a year's work in India, but they gave me only 

$2,500. They did not provide for any maintenance either. Since my 

University could not allow me leave of absence on full salary for more 

than three months, I had to change my total plan . 

cooperation in India sought 

It was not possible now to attempt to do everything all by myself, 

but to get some Indian organization interested in the project as far as 

the basic work in India was concerned. After all, so I thought, the 

preparati on of a systemati c and comprehensi ve basi c (valuable fro", the 

Indian point of view) list of all the Indian periodicals in the 

humani ties and soci al sci ences was of as much concern to an Indi an 

librarian as it could be to an American librarian. True, we want to 

prepare a uni on 1 i st of all such peri odi cals that are avai lable in 

American libraries, but the preparation of the basic list is a 

bibliographical project in which any Indian library organization could 

very well get interested. My immediate objective then was to stimUlate 

interest among some forward-looking librarians in India. 
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I talked to the librarians of some large libraries in Delhi. The 

present librarian of the University of Delhi happened to be a friend of 

mine and promised full cooperation. And so did Mr. D. R. Kalia, who was 

formerly the Nati onal li brari an at Calcutta and has rendered a great 

service to the cause of libraries and librarianship in India. However, 

there were many administrative and bureaucratic problems in associating 

with such government or semi-government institutions. 

I continued my search for an independent organization, free from 

bureaucracy and red tape. It was desirable to locate an independent body 

that enjoyed greater freedom to associate itself with an American 

library project. Fortunately I found one. 

Efforts to Revive ICLD 

This corporate body happened to be the Indian Council for Library 

Development, an organization created by me as far back as 1962 while I 

was still in India. Generally an organization is founded and 

administered long before it receives 

philanthropic body. It has to get 

any grant from a 

well established 

Government or 

and earn some 

reputation before it is trusted to get large funds. However, in the case 

of the Council the reverse was true. It received the grant even before 

it was formally inaugurated. This was possible because the Government of 

the United States in New Delhi had enough confidence in me to award a 

grant of Rs. 80,000/- to any organization or corporate body designated 

by me. Since there was none which could follow my line of thought, I 

created a new organization, of course, in association with my colleagues 

in the Indian library profession. This is the same Council which had 

compiled and published the Union list of Learned American Serials in 

Indian Libraries (ULLAS) in 1966. It had remained dormant since then. 

I wrote to the Presi dent, Mr. S. S. Lal. The fi rst presi dent had 

died in 1966 and Mr. Lal was chosen to succeed him. When he learned 

that I was in New Delhi and anxious to talk to him for the revival and 

revitalization of the Council, he eagerly came to meet me. 

Mr. Lal is now the librarian of the Punjab University Extension 

Library at Ludhiana, one of the three extension libraries established by 

the India Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Program of the Foreign Service 
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of the U.S.A . in New Delhi for which I had worked from 1956 until the 

Program was terminated in June 1962. This Extension Library had received 

more than $100,000 just for books from the Wheat Loan Office, and I had 

played a meaningful role in its establishment and development. 

Mr. Lal is a progressive librarian. He was one of the thirty-five 

Indian librarians who visited this country under the India Wheat Loan 

Program for study and observation of American libraries and 

librarianship. It was a happy coincidence that Mr. Lal was stationed at 

Columbia, Missouri, and still cherishes fond memories of the University 

of Missouri Library. Some leading members of the Executive Board also 

agreed to revive and revitalize the Council. Rs.8,OOO/- of the original 

grant were still lying idle in the Bank. 

One member of the Executive Board had died in the meantime, and . two 

had retired. Others were too passive to play any active role and keep 

the Council going. There were not many among the surviving members of 

the Council Board who could take real interest and inspire others to do 

something good and utilize the funds. Mr. Lal had tried but did not get 

enough cooperati on. There are numerous bi bl i ographi cal projects that 

could be well undertaken. There was money, too, but it was lying 

useless. The Council was a body without the soul. There was no driving 

force. 

The first task, then, was to select and appoint some new members to 

fill the vacancies in the Board and bring the total number to seven as 

prescri bed by the Consti tuti on, wi thout whi ch the Counci I could not 

function as a registered corporate body. The Treasurer had grown quite 

old and was disinterested in the revival. Fortunately, he offered to 

resign the position, and we nominated a new Treasurer. 

Other legal and necessary steps were taken to bring the Council back 

to life. The exigencies of the situation in India demand that the 

members of the Executive Board of a body such as the ICLD live close to 

one another. The country is vast and the travel qui te expensi ve. And 

the librarians are generally not very rich either. Earlier, in my 

desire to make it an all-India body, I had selected librarians from all 

over Indi a as members of the Executi VQ Board. Thi s proved to be a 

drawback. All the members could not get together easily and the 

- 22 -



AMERICAN ROOTS 

functioning of the corporate body on prescribed lines had proved 

difficult. This time the membership of the Executive Board was limited 

to four adjacent states in Northern India. However, in order to keep it 

a representative all-India body and to secure greater cooperation from 

all, it was decided to form an Advisory Council. Dr. Jagdish Saran 

Sharma, the librarian and the Head of the Department of library Science 

of the Punjab University, Chandigarh, was nominated as the Chairman and 

Convener of this Advisory Group. He was requested to take at least one 

1 i brari an from every state in Indi a so that the Counci 1 becomes an 

all-India body and receives advice from the whole country. Mr. lal and 

his co 11 eagues reso 1 ved to rev i ve the Counc i 1 and to accept a s the i r 

first bibliographical project the preparation of a basic, comprehensive, 

and systematic list of Indian serials in the humanities and social 

sciences. 

secur;ng the Staff 

However, my immediate objective was to secure the services of some 

experienced librarians and good typists. It was necessary to train them 

for the specific project and show them the way. A methodology ,uolllleEt 

~to compile the list in a successful manner could be tested only when 

some work was done. The design of the machinery for a purpose could be 

finalized only after some experience was gained. Also, it was necessary 

to establ ish a base of operati on for the project so that it could be 

continued even after I had left the shores of India. 

I talked to the librarian of a great library in Delhi. He agreed to 

spare two of his assistants--one librarian and one typist--but the -price 

he quoted was extremely hi gh. Many forei gn eyes vi ew Ameri ca as the 

richest country in the world, and every American to be in possession of 

an unl imi ted number of dollars! So it became necessary to fi nd a 

librarian who was truly sympathetic to the project and did not want to 

exploit the situation. Also, there were some technical problems in 

hi ri ng a person alreadY employed. A good deal of red tape had to be 

cut. 

Fortunately, Mr. Hatwar lal Trivedi, the librarian of the Malaviya 

Regional Engineering College of Jaipur, generously agreed to spare one 
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of his own assistants. But he was merely a typist. Earlier, Mr. 

Trivedi had arranged for his deputy, but his brother fell seriously ill, 

was hospitalized, and needed him ~ in Jaipur. So he could not come 

to Delhi and work with me. 

High Hopes Raised 

However, he introduced me to a younger, energetic library school 

graduate student named Shri Sita Ram Swami. He had just passed hi s 

Master of Library Science and Documentation from the University of 

Rajasthan. Swami had secured the first position among all the 

successful candi dates of the School, so he told me. He seemed to 

possess the potentialities to learn the technique and bear the burden of 

the new task. It was advantageous too that he was fresh from . the 

school, had no bias or prejudice, and had an open mind. It was a virgin 

soil ready to receive and imbibe fresh ideas. He could be molded anyway 

we desired. 1 

In India where the jobs are few and the librarians too many, it is 
wHY? 

almost impossible to get trained hands for a temporary job~ This is a 

matter of common knowledge. People want job security and would leave a 

temporary yet challenging job and dash for any permanent yet routine job 

the moment they got it. Swami was offered a job in the University of 

Delhi, but he refused to accept it because he preferred to work with me. 

He had found a challenging job and had liked it. At least this is what 

he told me. 

We were fortunate in securing the services of another trained and 

experienced librarian named Mr. A. K. Mohanty. He had worked for the 

American Libraries Book Procurement Center of the Library of Congress at 

New Delhi for fi fteen years and had just become II vi cti m of some 

retrenchment. as alleged by him. He was qui te conversant wi th the 

American library cataloging methods and practices. 

Organization of the Serials Data 

1 Really? A subsequent reaction! 
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We hired five typists, rented five typewriters, and worked almost 

day and night. The workers were given salaries far more than what they 

would get otherwi se. That was the only way to get a good deal of work 

done in the shortest possible time. We were fighting against time, and 

extra remuneration was the only powerful means to achieve success under 

those trying circumstances. 

While in the U.S.A. I had developed a data set. Our first task was 

to transfer all the data recorded earlier on cards in the U.S.A. onto 

those data sheets. Ten thousand copies of this form were printed after 

careful revi si on and reworki ng. My ori gi nal idea was to follow the 

tradition of cataloging and feature the data in the form of a catalog 

entry in card format with all the paragraphing, spacing, and indenting, 

etc. I had just followed the traditions of UllAS. But this idea .was 

subsequently abandoned. In this modern age of computers and automation, 

it was an anachronism to remain tied to the old methods of featuring the 

entries in this rigid format. I decided to computerize the total 

data--at least to make provision for it--and exploit the modern 

techniques of automation. 

With the help of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules and a perusal 

~ of the available literature in the field, I was able to identify 

and isolate approximately one hundred categories of information, or data 

elements, by means of which the data would be collected, sorted, 

organized, and retrieved. A union list is not a pool of stagnant water, 

but is a running river of flowing water, as clear as crystal, wherein so 

many ri vulets get merged as it proceeds further on its course of 

progress and development. It is a living organism that continues to grow 

and flow. It should be possible to incorporate fresh entities of 

information, and to revise or remove the old ones whenever necessary or 

desi red. The mechan ism must admi t of change because it is a 

representat i on of the embodi ment of nascent thought whi ch is always 

growing and developing. We must be able to manipulate the data anyway 

we desire, and to retrieve and feature the gathered information in any 

order, group, or arrangement. 

camputer;zat;an EnV;saged 

- 25 -



THE ETERHAL SAGA OF TULIP 

These features can be incorporated or structured into the system 

only if the data are computerized to begin with. Hence we abandoned the 

idea of paragraphing, spacing, and featuring the entry in the 

traditional card form. 

Here is a tentative list of the categories of information or data 

elements that I have worked out so far. This standard form is named the 

Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder (BBDR). 

BIO-BIBLIO-DATA-RECORDER 

(Ear!;est Vers;on) 

A Author (Heading, other than title) 

B Title (Primary) 

B2 Title (Secondary) 

B4 Change in title 

C Corporate Body 

CI Issuing 

C2 Sponsoring 

C5 Change in name 

D Place of publication 

E Hame of the publisher 

F Date (Year & Month) of first pUblication 

(origin or foundation) 

FI Whether still current 

G Address of the publisher 

G2 Current subscription (price) 

H Collation 

HI Size 

H2 Illus 

H3 Ports 

I Series statement 

J Frequency of publication (periodicity) 

K Language, if other than English 

L Duration of publication 

M Suspension of publication 

H Humbering 
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NI IrrQgularitiQs in thQ numbQring of volumQs 

N2 IrrQgularitiQs in the numbQring of sQriQs 

N5 PQculiaritiQs in thQ numbQring of volumQs 

N6 PQculiaritiQs in thQ numbQring of sQriQs 

o Connection with preceding publication 

P Absorbs 

Q AbsorbQd by 

R Variations in title 

S ISSUQS with sPQcial titles 

T Editors or collaborators 

TI Founder 

U Variation in imprint 

V Connection with latQr pUblications 

W "No morQ publishQd?" 

X ContQnts 

Y SupplQmQnts 

Z Special numbers 

AA IndexQs 

AB "Bound withs" 

AC EvaluativQ and Qxplanatory annotations 

AD Additional QntriQs: 

ADI Analytical QntriQs 

AD2 SubjQct QntriQs 

AD3 AddQd Qntries (Collaborators> 

AD4 "SQa" entries 

AD5 "See also" entries 

AE Class numbQr 

AEI LC 

AE2 DC 

AF LC card number 

AG Authority, source, rQference, citation, Qtc. 
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AI DNTS (Do not trace series) 

AZ Holdings of participating libraries. l 

categor;es of Informat;on 

As the work of transferri ng the (already collected) data onto the 

BBDR's (data sheets) progressed, we were able to revise some old 

categories. Sometimes it was a matter of only nomenclature. At other 

times we had to delete some old ones and/or add some new ones. This was 

a helpful exercise and yielded gratifying results. We decided to provide 

a space for each and every concei vable category of i nformat i on as it 

emerged from the data entries collected so far. 

In about three months we were able to transfer all the data 

collected in the U.S.A. onto the newly-developed data sheets. This 

completed one phase of the work. We were immensely pleased wi th the 

results. I could not have accomplished so much in just three months but 

for this collective and cooperative effort. 

Back to the USA 

By 8 October 1976 my peri od of stay in Indi a came to a close. I 

returned home and to my job. However. Swami is continuing the work. 

Presently he is being paid by me out of my own meagre financial 

resources. However. it is hoped that the Indi an Counc i 1 for Library 

Development will soon begin functioning. and that it will take over the 

payments to Swami. 

1 The English alphabet was used to divide the categories of information 

or data elements without realizing that it has a limit of 26. Once it 

was used up. resort was taken of doubling the same. Also numerals 

were used . This was a beginner's job. What a great improvement has 

been made in the design of the BBDR since then I believe the naming 

too came subsequently. Such a mechanism is also needed because we do 

not get all the data to begin with. They have to be collected one at 

a time. bit by bit. brick by brick. so to speak. 
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Swami reports to me that he vi si ts local 1 i brari es in Delhi and 

collects additional data by consulting the sets of periodicals and 

examining them physically . The information is added to the data sheets 

which are thus enriched. Swami also tells me that he is able to complete 

fifteen to twenty titles in a day. By 31 December 1976 he had already 

completed four hundred titles. This is what he wrote to me. 

Swami will work in Delhi for about three months. By that time it is 

hoped that the Council will be able to adopt the project and nurture it. 

Swami will then visit other libraries in Chandigarh or some other large 

cities of India where there is a possibility of examining complete sets 

of many serials that will be finally included in the TULIP. 

It is hoped that a ·pilot edition will be ready in about six months. 

This will not include all the titles collected so far but only those for 

whi ch complete data would have been obtai ned and featured. Thi s pi lot 

edition will only be a model and will be used as a means to apply for a 

sUbstantial grant from a foundation or some other agency which might 

provide the needed funds to complete the work . We may need as many as 

$300,000 and at least three years to complete the work . 

Hopes Rema;n Unfulf;lled 

The above report was prepared and submi tted to the UMC Research 

Council in January 1977. However, man proposes and God disposes. My hope 

for the continuation of the work was shattered to pieces. It proved to 

be only a wi shful thi nki ng. It was not a real water. It was only a 

mirage. The Indian Council for Library Development did nothing. The 

Librarian hired to do the job ran away with all the research materials, 

plus Rs. 40,000/- of my own, which he was able to grab through fraud and 

embezzlement! I had no way to ascertain what happened to all the 

valuable material, and if it existed at all, in what condition it was. 

It was evident that the only way out, then, and to salvage the 

entire research material, was for me to take another trip to India. But 

for that I needed some substantial financial assistance. I tried my 

best, but my efforts did not bear any fruit for some time. No foundation 

or philanthropic body came to my aid. Conclusion was irresistible that 

I had no choice but to spend my own time and my own money, if I wanted 
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to save all the time, money, and energy I had already invested into the 

Project. It was my sincere hope and wish that some philanthropic body 

would come forward and help me. 

National Committee on TULIP 

In the spring of 1977, I attempted to form a National Committee on 

TULIP. The great American Union List of Serials was prepared and 

published under the auspices of the Joint Committee on the Union List of 

Serials representing the Music Library Association, Theatre Library 

Association, Library of Congress, American Library Association, 

Association of Research Libraries, National Research Council, 

Association of Southeastern Research Llibraries, Medical Library 

Association, Canadian Library Association, The H. W. Wilson Co., Special 

Libraries Association, Association of Law Libraries, and the 

Bibliographical Society of America. The British union catalogue was 

prepared under the auspi f ees of a Counci I representi ng the Asl i b, the 

Bibliographical Society, the British Museum, the Joint Standing 

Committee on Library Cooperation (of the University Libraries), the 

Library Association, the National Central Library, the Rockefeller 

Foundation, the Royal Society, and the Science Institute. It was a 

magnificent product of cooperative venture and promised success from its 

very inception. By this time I was fully convinced that The Project 

TULIP, as it was envisaged, could be undertaken and accomplished 

successfully only through the cooperative joint effort of all South Asia 

librarians in the country. That was the only way . 

Head of a leading South Asian Reference Department. 

So I approached the 

Here is my letter. 

It also outlines the reasons why such a committee was absolutely 

essential. 

7 Apri I 1977 

My dear L: 

It was indeed a great pleasure for me to meet with you and to talk 

regarding the TULIP project, and I appreciate very much your having 

given me so much of your time and attention. 
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It goes without saying that this is a gigantic operation and can not 

be accomplished without full co-operation of all who would get the 

benefit. So far I have been doing it all alone, but the time has come 

when we get more people interested in it! We have to work through a 

NATIONAL Committee. That is the only way to get the needed funds--which 

wi 11 be qui te large--and complete thi s task of nati onal, nay, 

international significance. 

I approve of your suggestions to request J.W. to chair this 

committee. I am sending herewith my proposal and the "data-sheet." 

Please write to him. After I know of his reaction, I will be very happy 

to have direct correspondence with him. 

I am sorry, terribly sorry, that your hands are already full. 

Otherwise, I would not have allowed you not to accept the chairmanship. 

As I had already told you, this project does not duplicate any other 

organizations's activity. If I knew that, I would have myself 

withdrawn. However, I have already done tremendous amount of work in 

the field as is evident from my file which contains by now at least ten 

thousand cards! So we must at least tell others in order that they do 

not attempt the same work. 

I shall be anxiously looking forward to hearing from you and J.W. 

With best wishes and thanking you once again, 

This gentleman wrote to his friend: 

Dear J: 

I have been asked by Murari 

Columbia to suggest a possible 

committee to superintend a program 

which he plans to seek funding. 

Yours sincerely, 

Murari L. Nagar 

May 10, 1977 

Lal Nagar of Mi ssouri 

chairman for a national 

he has concei ved and for 

I should tell you that he 

suggested my name, but my current potenti al involvement wi th 

NEH and possi bly other foundati ons in relati on to my project 

presents a possible conflict of interest, even if I felt that I 
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could now spare the time, which I do not. I therefore 

suggested your name. 

I enclose a copy of the proposal, the worksheet and a few 

specimen pages from hi searl i er work. As I hope you wi 11 

agree, Dr. Nagar's project appears useful and do-able as a 

country-by- country endeavor, based on a preliminary union 

list. As he i ndi cates, he has already spent a good deal of 

time on the project. 

I have suggested that he contact you for further 

information about your interest in such a project, and the role 

you would wish to play. 

Best wishes, 

sincerely 

L. J. 

After a great deal of waiting, I received the following response: 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

L.J. '5 cover letter which accompanied a copy of your 

proposal i ndi cated that you would contact me. I was, 

therefore, waiting a letter from you. 

I found your proposal interesting but, in its present form, 

not 1 i kely to be funded by any agency I can thi nk of. There 

are several problems that occur to me immediately. 

1. What criteria will be used to determine the 

"research value" of a title in the social sciences and 

human it i es? Thi s must be made clear in any proposal. 

You also use the term "learned Indian serials." Serial 

titles of "research value" are not necessarily "learned." 

2. You seem to use the terms "serials" and 

"periodicals" interchangeably. You are talking about 

two, qui te separate bi bli ographi c problems. How, for 

example, are you going to treat monographic series? The 

usual method of citing the series title and the beginning 
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date is quite useless for any serious bibliographic 

purpose. 

3. You have not given many <any?> useful details 

about your research strategy for work in Indi an 

libraries. It sounds as if you intend to send lists to 

be checked in advance of your arri val. Who wi 11 do the 

checking? What quality control will you have over their 

work? How wi 11 you search for unknown ti tIes? These 

questions will be asked and should be anticipated in any 

formal proposal you make. 

4. Approximately what number of titles do you expect 

to be able to find? This is one of the first questions 

any funding agency wi 11 ask. It also strikes me that 

considerable preliminary work toward expanding your title 

file could be done here. There are several recent lists 

of periodicals in various Indian languages, such as S.G. 

Date's Marathi niyatkalikanchi soochi <sic> which should 

be examined. 

5. On the basis of your proposal at this stage of its 

development I thi nk that an ent ire year for the work 

described is excessive. If you are going to request a 

year's support, you are going to have to justify such a 

lengthy peri od wi th a detai led analysi s of your search 

strategy and the vari ous problems that you anti ci patea 

which necessitate such a prolonged stay. 

6. The li st you wi 11 compi Ie in Indi a wi 11 have a 

value of its own, as you point out, and should, 

therefore, be considered for publication. Your proposal 

wi 11 be much more attract i ve if a strong possi bi 1 i ty of 

pUblication is suggested and a tentative publication 

schedule i ndi cated. Fundi ng agenci as ara much 

with proposals that promise a product, some 

tangible they can point to as money well spent. 

happier 

thing 

The above comments indicate my feeling that you must define 

much more precisely what you intend to do; how you intend to do 
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it; and how long it will take. These points must be made clear 

if your proposal is to have any chance of success. The AIlS 

seems to be your best bet for rupee support but you may have 

considerably more difficulty in getting dollars for your family 

needs. Ideally, you should seek a package arrangement but at 

this time I can't think of a suitable funding agency which 

mi ght provi de both other than NEH and they mi ght be somewhat 

uncomfortable with providing support in the U.S. while the 

work is conducted in India. 

efforts and would like to 

stages. 

Truly Tragic, Pathetic Response 

I wish you every success in your 

see your proposal in its later 

J.W. 

The above response is truly tragic! It is pitiably pathetic. It is 

dated 22 August 1977. Looking back upon the past, it seems almost 

ridiculous today. The Report 2n TULIP (1982) belies the doubt expressed 

by thi s "learned" librarian that one year is too excessi ve! He was 

totally prejudiced. H.is ignorance in this specific activity could be 

matched only by hi s all-pervasi ve arrogance. We have been worki ng on 

this project for the last seventeen years, including one year's 

extensive as well as intensive work in India, when six professional 

librarians and four library assistants vigorously worked for ten months, 

my wife and I working ten hours a day and seven days a week, with no 

hoI i days or respi te whatsoever! Yet we have hardly scratched the 

surface. It is evident that this great critic did not even read my 

proposal properly . The gentleman thought that one year was excessi ve 

for one person! An unbiased reading of the proposal ought to have given 

hi m a prev i ew of what was to be achi eved and how if he had an open 

mind. 1 

1 What we had achieved upto a certain point of time was demonstrated by 

the "Master List" released in October 1979. So many South Asia 

specialists had very appreciative reaction to what was accomplished. 
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I continued my efforts to get financial support. The above response 

di d not di scourage me at all. In fact the more obstacles I faced the 

more firm I became in my determination to continue my steps toward the 

great goal. The same proposal which was condemned by this great "Bundle 

of Wisdom" (librarian) brought me the AIlS Fellowship! 

A New Beginning 

The TIMES changed. The dark dreary night ended. The dawn dawned. 

A new sun appea red on the ho r i zon. I sent the fo 11 ow i ng 

report-cum-appeal to all the South Asia librarians and bibliographers in 

the U.S.A. on 1 September 1978: 

Dear Colleague: 

Many significant developments have taken place since I prepared the 

enclosed proposal. Wi th some fi nanci al assi stance from the Ameri can 

Institute of Indian Studies and the Research Council of my own 

University, I visited India for three months, from July to September 

1976. limitations of time and money could not permit me to stay any 

longer. 

I engaged the services of two professional librarians and five 

1 i brary assi stants and typi sts. We worked almost day and ni ght--seven 

days a week, continuously for three months. This enabled me to collect a 

vast amount of additional data and to evolve an effective methodology 

for their organization and featuring in a systematic manner. I was 

successful in isolating sixty-six categories of information, or basic 

data elements, under which the total information could be gathered, 

sorted out, arranged, organized, and featured for easy and effective 

retrieval without any loss of time or energy. I designed a mechanism 

(format) whi ch I have tentat i vely termed B i o-B i bl i o-Data-Recorder. A 

copy is enclosed. 

This gentleman did not have the courtesy to say even one word! This 

is not professionalism. Since then a great deal of work has been done 

and yet we have drawn only a few buckets from the ocean! 
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At the invitation of Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, I 

attended a Conference on the Preparat i on of Un ion Lists in September 

1977. As you already know, Duke is prepari ng a "Uni on List of South 

Asian (primarily Indian> Government Serial Publications in Major U.S. 

Libraries to 1950," with a grant of $80,000 from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities, and the University's matching it with $109,000 of 

its own. 

I have been working on this subject for many years. I presented my 

findings to the Conference. The participants were greatly impressed with 

my work, especially my design of the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder. The chief 

convener and hi s colleagues assured me that they would recast thei r 

entire data following the mechanism I had designed after their work of 

collecting the data was completed. My contribution to the subject was 

recognized . 

It is evident that the work at Duke is complementary and 

supplementary to what I have been attempting. Both are mutually 

exclusive; they are not at all overlapping. My work is certainly not a 

compet it i ve or dupl i cat i ng attempt. The two may be 1 i kened to the two 

wings of one and the same bird! For example, Duke will cover only the 

official publications of a university, such as its report, catalog, or 

calendar. It wi 11 not touch its learned journal, even if each issue 

contains valuable contributions from many outstanding scholars in the 

field . Unlike mine, the Duke Project will not include any newspapers. 

So when completed both will go a long way in fulfilling the needs of the 

entire academic community in the field of South Asia not only in this 

country but throughout the world. Until my work is completed, the bird 

will have, say, only one wing! 

My project has three phases. Work in India (collection of data> 

will represent the first phase. The organization of the data, the 

editorial work, and its systematic computerization for storage and 

retrieval will comprise the second phase. And in the third and final 

phase a professional librarian or two will visit all the major libraries 

in the U. S.A. and Canada to record the holdings of each and every title 

covered in the TULIP . 
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In my proposal I have expressed the hope of getting a substantial 

grant for the second and third phases from a philanthropic body, such as 

the National Endowment for the Humanities or the Council on Library 

Resources. Thi s was before Duke had recei ved the grant from the NEH. 

This grant has strengthened our hope that when the time comes NEH will 

readily award adequate funds to Missouri so that the bird gets both its 

wi ngs! Nothi ng could gi ve us a stronger reason for hope (that the 

present work shall be completed) than the cooperation we see between the 

NEH and Duke. Thei r joi ni ng hands has clearly demonstrated thei r 

appreciation of the value of such bibliographic undertakings in the 

field of South Asian Studies. 

I am happy to report that the American Institute of Indian Studies 

has awarded me a Senior Research Fellowship to work in India for a year 

in order to complete the fi rst phase of the work. My Uni versi ty has 

given me sabbatical leave for one full year. Both my wife and I leave 

for fi eld work on 15 September. Let it be emphasi zed that the fi rst 

phase by itself will be an end in its own right even if the second and 

thi rd phases are delayed. A systemati c and exhausti ve 1 i st coveri ng 

detailed data on all the significant Indian serial publications in the 

field of tha humanities, social sciences, genaralia, and newspapers does 

not yet exist. We are fully confident that if wa succeed in completing 

the fi rst phase, funds wi 11 be forthcomi ng to complete the second and 

thi rd phases as wall. Our success in the fi rst phase wi 11 be a major 

contri but i ng factor toward further successes in the succeedi ng phases. 

So our first task is to put all our energies together and complete the 

first phase. 

undertaking. 

And I seek your cooperation in this great bibliographical 

Please send me your views and comments to my Indian address. I will 

be much obliged. 

Thank you and looking forward to hearing from you soon, 

Yours sincerely 
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Encls:Proposal for 

The Project TULIP 

and BBDR 

An Encouraging Response 

There are people impartial and generous. 

Senior Research Fellow 

American Institute of 

Indian Studies 

D 176 Defence Colony 

New Delhi-110024 INDIA 

They make the world worth 

living. Here is a specimen of the encouraging responses I received. 

Mr. Avinash C. Maheshwary, South Asia Bibliographer and Project 

Director, South Asian Government Serials Union List Project, Duke 

University, Durham, North Carolina, wrote to me on 12 September 1978: 

I have been meaning to write you for some time about your 

proposed project, "Union List of Indian Periodicals in American 

Libraries" (TULIP), First, let me assure you that you are not 

duplicating my work or competing with my project in any way. 

My project essentially relates to South Asian Government serial 

publications issued between 1858 and 1950, whereas your project 

primarily covers general periodicals in social sciences and 

humanities of which I have only a fraction in my coverage. I 

have carefully gone through the outl i ne of procedures you are 

developi ng for compi ling the data. I cannot thi nk of any 

addition to your data collection sheet, 

"Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder." This is a very well designed form 

and answers practically all the questions of the would-be 

users. In fact this has also helped !!!,g in ~ Union List 

project.<Emphasis added> 

Yours is a very ambitious but achievable project. When 

completed TULIP wi 11 serve a speci fi c need not met by other 

tools presently contemplated or in progress. The proposed list 

will considerably reduce further needless duplication of Indian 

periodicals in U.S. research libraries. This list will not 

only help the narrow group of South Asi ani sts, it wi 11 be of 

great assistance to those engaged in both research and teaching 

in comparative area studies. I consider it a major step in the 
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bibliographical control of Indian periodical literature. I 

hope that you are able to get necessary fundi ng to complete 

such a useful project. If I can be of any help to you, please 

do not hesitate to let me know. 
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FIELD WORK IN INDIA 

PART I: First Quarterly Report 

The Background 

This report 1 covers the period from 5 October to 31 December 1978. 

I would like to preface it with some background information. I did not 

receive the final word on the award of the grant until late May 1978. 

It took some time for the AIlS and the Smithsonian Institution to go 

through the formalities of getting a visa for me and in arranging the 

Travel Authorization as well as the issue of the air tickets. Therefore, 

I could not leave Columbi aunt i 1 15 September, although my sabbat i cal 

had already started on 1 Seph!mber. Through the kind courtesy of the 

AIlS and the Smithsonian Institution, it was possible for me to have the 

air tickets routed in such a way that I could visit some ~reat 

educational centers of Indic Studies in Europe, although it meant a 

heavy drain on my own purse. I had to spend almost two thousand dollars 

for boarding and lodging for my wife and myself in London, Paris, 

Frankfurt, Tubi ngem, Hei dalberg, Geneva, and Roma on our way to New 

Delhi from Columbi a, Mi ssouri. I had to spend a good deal of my own 

dollars also for tha shipment of my research materials, collected over a 

period of five year~. These included 11,025 cards and 10,000 data sheets 

(four pages each) plus two typawriters and other weighty bibliographical 

aids, such as the Union list of Serials in Libraries of the United 

States and Canada (five oversize and heavy volumes) and, similarly heavy 

and larga, four volumes of the New Serial Titles, 1950-1970. I had to 

bri ng two of my own typewri ters, because I knew that good typewri ters 

are not easily available in India at a reasonable rent. 

To India through Europe 

I visited libraries of great educational centers such as the British 

Museum (London), Bibliotheque Nationale (Paris), University of Tubingen, 

and South Asia Institute at Heidelberg (the last two in Wast Germany). 

It was a splendi d opportuni ty and gave me much useful i nformati on and 

1 Submittad to the American Institute of Indian Studies in January 1979. 
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experience. I reached India better equipped to undertake the task that 

lay ahead of me . 

By its very nature TULIP is a cooperative and collective group 

project, of course, under my direction and supervision. It was 

necessary, therefore, not only to get suitable accommodation (house) for 

my wife and me, where we could spend the year in ~omfort, but also to 

set up an office and hire the necessary staff of trained librarians and 

experienced typists. 

l1ysore, India 

A good deal of bibliographical work has been done in the North (of 

India) as compared to ' the South. Libraries in the latter have not yet 

been fully explored. There is a great potential there. I had vi ~i ted 

Mysore almost twenty years ago as the Librarian of the India Wheat Loan 

Educational Exchange Program of the Foreign Service of the United States 

of America under which 1.5 million dollars worth of American books were 

donated to about one hundred educational institutions of higher 

learning. Mysore was one of them and it had made a special niche in my 

heart. Therefore, in my fellowship application I had listed the 

University of Mysore as one of the three institutions where I could 

conduct my research undertaking. I was told that there are not many 

university libraries in India which are as well-equipped in the field of 

bibliography and library science as Mysore. My expectations came true. 

Mysore has proved to be a worthy choi ceo It provi des not only good 

physical environment but also a charming academic and human environment. 

There are nice people here and it is a pleasure to be in their 

invigorating company. 

We reached Mysore on 9 October 1973. However, the Head of the 

Institution, Professor P. K. Patil, was still in Europe. The 

librarian-in-charge, Shri K. Balasundara Gupta, happened to be an old 

friend, who had assisted me a great deal during my first visit. 

However, he did not have all the authority to do What he could have done 

had he been the permanent head of the Institution. But, he did his best 

under the circumstances. It took some time for my wife and me to get 
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acclimatized to the new physical environment after a continuous stay in 

the U.S.A. for more than a decade. 

Problems 

It was our hope and expectation to get a rented house immediately 

upon our arrival . But there is an acute shortage of houses in Mysore. It 

is not real; it is somewhat artificial. On account of the "rent 

control," people do not announce that their house has fallen vacant or 

is available for rent even if that is the case. They are afraid of 

"acquisition." We had to live in the University Guest House for 

forty-five days. Since I was merely associated with the University in a 

distant relationship and the Guest House is primarily meant for those 

who belong to the Uni versi ty system, we were not the ki nd of g~ests 

usually accommodated in the Guest House. So we had some problem in 

getting ourselves accepted. Then the food was so different from what we 

were used to. Consequently we became sick, really sick. However, on 26 

November 1978, we were able to get a rented house. It was beautiful, was 

newly constructed with good taste and much expenditure, and we were the 

fi rst occupants. Also, our landlord happened to be a colleague in the 

library. The comforts that we enjoyed subsequently provided enough 

compensation for all the sufferings that we had to undergo earlier. 

Preparat;ons 

One of my major problems was to hi re the staff, whi ch was not 

possible in the absence of Prof. P. K. PatH, who was expected to be 

back earlier but was considerably delayed in Europe. Therefore, I 

decided to visit Delhi, Chandigarh, and Jaipur to meet my fellow 

librarians there and to assess their book collections, especially in 

terms of those reference resources whi ch were most essent i al for my 

work. I am glad to report that Mysore is qu i te rich in the sources I 

needed, and that it can compare well with any University library in the 

North as far as my needs are concerned! Once again I can say that Mysore 

has proved to be a good choice. 

I came back to Mysore on 9 November, exactly a month after the first 

arrival. By now Professor PatH had returned . He is an experienced 
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librarian and has had a good background of American libraries and lib

rarianship, having graduated from the University of Chicago and worked 

in the Library of Congress. He has al so done consi derable work in my 

field--the preparation and pUblication of bibliographies and union 

catalogs. The Union Catalogue of Periodicals in Karnataka Libraries 

published by the Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research owes much to Professor Patil's 

workmanship. 

Professor Patil helped me to select a team of suitable staff, which 

included some of his best students. He also provided adequate work space 

and furni shi ngs. He was all along ready and eager to help not only as 

the Librarian of a great institution but also as a friend and fallow 

professi onal. But for hi s constant cooperat i on we would not have been 

able to make such fine progress as we have done. The association of 

Professor Patil augurs well for the future. 

I must mention here with profound gratefulness the name of my wife, 

Sarla Devi, who has been not only my partner in life but also in the 

professi on. Besi des her graduate degrees in Educati on and Hi ndi, she 

holds the degree of Master of Library Sci ence from the Uni versi ty of 

Missouri-Columbia. From the very beginning of the project, she has been 

helping me by devoting her time and energy and cooperating with me in my 

research undertaking. Hers is a labour of love. Although her present 

posi ti on is the Curatorshi p of an Art Museum, she has acqui red equal 

mastery in the library field, having worked with me since 1951. But for 

her selfless and nameless work it would have been very difficult for me 

to compile the Union List Qf Learned American Serials in Indian 

Libraries (ULLAS) during the early sixties. Her past experience is 

proving very helpful in the present project. 

I am happy to report that I have a very good team of assistants. 

Enthusiasm is contagious. The members of my staff are motivated by a 

desire to make this project a real success. They are fully aware of the 

value of the work they are doing. They are also getting an unusually 

fine experience, which they believe will be of great value to them in 

their future work. 
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Earl;er Work ;n Ind;a 

With regard to the preparation and publication of the union lists of 

periodical publications. the Indian National 

Centre has done considerable work in the 

Scientific 

field of 

Documentation 

physical and 

biological sciences. And so has done the Social Science Documentation 

Centre of the Indian Council of Social Science Research in the field of 

Social Sciences. However. the field of the Humanities still remains 

almost unexplored. The only work done so far is that of Wajid and Kaul. 

(See no. 8 on page 7) 

Why Y;s;t Ind;a? A Just;f;cat;on 

In any case. the work done in India so far is not fully satisfactory 

from the point of view of the judicious philosophy of union lis~ing. 

Making a case before the American Institute of Indian Studies for a 

visit to India for a year. I had stated in my research proposal: 

A question may arise: When organizations such as the Indian Council 

of Social Science Research and the India International Centre are 

compiling and publishing union catalogs of serials in social sciences 

and the humanities. why should an American Librarian go to India to 

collect data on Indian serials? The answer lies in the fact that 

contemporary Indian librarians-- at least those who are compiling union 

1 i sts today--do not bel i eve in the fundamental phi losophy of uni on 

cataloging. While Gregory and the British Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals. for example. give all the data on a serial before they 

start listing the holdings. the union catalogs produced in India today 

give the bare minimum information. which the compilers regard as 

adequate. but we do not. 

The series of union catalogs produced by SSDC itself declares in the 

clearest and most emphatic terms: 

The Union Catalogue is primarily and necessarily <?> only a 

location tool. Much historical information about a periodical 

which may be useful and interesting but not strictly 

required to identify a periodical title and locate its 

ava i labi 1 i ty for use is therefore not gi ven. For thi s reason 

also. no indexes are provided. For a large number of 
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periodicals included in this volume, such information may be 

readily found in other Union Catalogues published outside India 

(emphasis added).l 

I have worked here in India less than two months, of course, along 

with my equally hard working colleagues. Yet the results achieved in 

such a short period fully justify all the investment of time, money, and 

energy in coming over to India and in establishing a bibliographical 

laboratory and workshop in association with the Library of the 

University of Mysore. 

We can only say that our philosophy of unin cataloging drastically 

differs from what is propounded and practiced by the Social Science 

Documentation Centre of the Indian Council of Social Science Research. 

Even the Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre advocates far 

ahead of SSDC and comes closer to us. SSDC makes a distinction between 

"Union Lists of Serials" and the "Union Catalogues of Serials." While 

the former series of publications "list" the titles currently received, 

the "Catalogues" profess to give additional details including the 

holdings. Yet we don't find any detailed data in the "catalogues" 

either . No ~onder they had to be "sold" at 75 percent discount. We are 

not sure whether the entire set was sold for Rs.382.50 each "with a view 

to increase the utilization of union catalogues in India."2 

SSDC has further complicated the matters and created hindrances in 

their use by dividing them in as many sequences as their ingenuity could 

permit. First there is the arbitrary division of serials and 

periodicals and then each one of these sets is divided by states. 1 

1 We fail to understand how "much useful and interesting information may 

be readily found in other Union Catalogues published outside India" if 

the "Union Catalogue is primarily and necessarily only a location 

tool!" 

2 Letter from the ICSSR to the author. It was a "clearance sale" to 

unload the dead stock. Yes, to us they seem to serve hardly any 

purpose as "catalogues." 

1 I wrote the above in 1978/79. I did not read Besterman until 1985/86! 

However, the unity of thought and the identity of ideas is truly 
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Acquisition of New Research Tools 

In any case these catalogs do give some information and set us on 

the path of further search. I purchased a complete set (thi rty-two 

volumes). Here are some details of the two sets in terms of the number 

of periodical publications listed and the total number of libraries 

covered. 

striking. What Besterman had condemned as early as 1942 is being 

perpetratad by India's premier organizations today! How sad!! We 

don't know if other librarians in India hava felt the same way. We 

would lika to hear from them. Wa know that we are treading on a path 

full of thorns--asi-dharagra-sancarah. But we could not suppress our 

true feelings. If some of our Indian colleagues feel hurt, well, we 

tender our sincere apologies. let us hope they achieve unification 

and integration as soon as possible. And this is what India's 

political leaders are trying for! Integration? Isn't it? 
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Statement of the Total Number of Libraries and the Total Humber 

of Periodicals Available in the States of India l 

STATE 

l. Delhi 

2. Karnataka 

3. Andhra Pradesh 

4. Punjab, Haryana & 

Himachal Pradesh2 

5. Kerala 

6. West Bengal 

7. Uttar Pradesh 

8. Madhya Pradesh 

9 . Tamil Nadu 

10. Maharashtra 

1l. Orissa 

12. Bihar 

13. Rajasthan 

14. Jammu & Kasmir 

15. Gujarat 

16. Assam 

17. National Library 

Calcutta (a class 

by itself) 

Pt.1 

Total 

YEAR 

of 

Pubn. 

1973 

1973 

1974 

1974 

1974 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

TOTAL 

no. of 

Libs. 

68 

18 

36 

19 

16 

29 

44 

19 

88 

54 

15 

35 

18 

10 

24 

5 

499 

1 Source: SSDC Catalogues of Periodicals. 

RANK 

2d 

11th 

5th 

9th 

13th 

7th 

4th 

lOth 

1st 

3d 

14th 

6th 

12th 

15th 

8th 

16th 

2 It is to be noted that 14 is a group of 3 states. 
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TOTAL 

no. of 

Periodicals 

7,119 

1,056 

1,727 

1,399 

1,147 

2,614 

2,288 

858 

2,873 

3,645 

503 

684 

1,900 

323 

1,671 

358 

2,759 

32,299 

RANK 

1st 

11th 

7th 

9th 

lOth 

4th 

5th 

12th 

3d 

2d 

14th 

13th 

6th 

16th 

8th 

15th 
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The States Ranked ~ Libraries and Periodicals 

If arranged by rank in terms of 

the total number of libraries, 

the States in India would appear 

in the following order: 

I. Tamil Nadu 

2. Delhi 

3. Maharashtra 

4. Uttar Pradesh 

5. Andhra Pradesh 

6. Bihar 

7. West Bengal 

8. Gujarat 

9. Madhya Pradesh 

10. Punjab, Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh 

II. Karnataka 

12. Rajasthan 

13. Kerala 

14. Orissa 

15. Jammu and Kashmir 

16. Assam 

If arranged by rank in terms of 

the total number of periodicals 

held, the States in India would 

appear in the following order: 

I. Delhi 

2. Maharashtra 

3. Tamil Nadu 

4. West Bengal 

5. Uttar Pradesh 

6. Rajasthan 

7. Andhra Pradesh 

8. Gujarat 

9. Punjab, Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh 

10. Kerala 

II. Karnataka 

12. Madhya Pradesh 

13. Bihar 

14. Orissa 

15. Jammu and Kashmir 

16. Assam 2 

2 It is interesting to observe that the states of Gujarat, Karnataka, 

Orissa and Assam hold the same rank in both the cases. 
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I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

II. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

FIElD WORK 

Statement of the Total Number 2f libraries ~ the Total 

Number of Serials Available in the States of India l 

State 

Delhi Pt. 1 I 
Pt. 2 

Pt. 3 
.' 

Madhya Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

Kerala 

West Bengal 

Tamil Nadu 

Karnataka 

Rajasthan 

Punjab, Haryana & 

Himachal Pradesh 

Andhra Pradesh 

Bihar 

National library, 

Calcutta Pts. 1-2 

Gujarat 

Maharashtra 

Total 

Year 

Pubn. 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1975 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

1976 

Total 

libs. 

65 

18 

41 

14 

29 

64 

20 

12 

21 

27 

35 

16 

23 

386 

Rank 

1st 

lOth 

3d 

12th 

5th 

2d 

9th 

13th 

8th 

6th 

4th 

lIth 

7th 

Total 

Serials 

2,489 

5,512 

6,055 

1,346 

1,890 

1,836 

2,993 

1,932 

1,720 

1,332 

1,575 

3,310 

1,257 

4,823 

2,352 

6,754 

47,176 

Rank 

1st 

11th 

7th 

8th 

2d 

6th 

9th 

12th 

10th 

4th 

13th 

5th 

3d 

1 Source: SSDC Catalogues of Serials 
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The States Ranked ~ Libraries and Serials l 

If arranged by rank in terms 

of the number of libraries, the 

States in India would appear 

in the following order: 

I. Delhi 

2. Tami 1 Nadu 

3. Uttar Pradesh 

4. Bihar 

5. West 8engal 

6. Andhra Pradesh 

7. Maharashtra 

8. Punjab, Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh 

9. Karnataka 

10. Madhya Pradesh 

II. Gujarat 

12. Kerala 

13. Rajasthan 

If arranged by rank in terms 

of the total number of serials 

held, the States in India would 

appear in the following order: 

I. Delhi 

2. West Bengal 

3. Maharashtra 

4. Andhra Pradesh 

5. Gujarat 

6. Tami 1 Nadu 

7. Uttar Pradesh 

8. Kerala 

9. Karnataka 

10. Punjab. Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh 

11. Madhya Pradesh 

12. Rajasthan 

13. Bihar 

Let it be noted here that the total number of serials or periodicals 

represents all the countries of the world and all their languages so far 

as they are represented in any title preserved ina speci fi c library 

listed. For example. in "Periodicals: Delhi" 119 different countries 

are represented as far as the origin of the publications is concerned. 

We fail to understand why the IHSDOC and following it the SSDC had to go 

1 Evidently the three states of Orissa, Jammu and Kashmir. and Assam are 

not yet covered by the SSDC catalogs of serials. 
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lies in integration and not in the division. 

Anomal;es of SSDC catalogues 

FIELD WORK 

The future 

There is no co-ordi nat i on among the vari ous catalogues descri bed 

above. There is no uniformity in style. There ·· is no consistency in 

practice. For example, the Union catalogue of Madhya Pradesh gives the 

following entry: 

INFA Press and Advertisers Yearbook 

India. 

This is brevity with vengeance. If a reader approaches the title 

with the name of the publishing corporate body (India News and Feature 

All i ance, Delhi) in hi s mi nd, he has no luck. He stands no chanc,e of 

getting "His book"! If he remembers only the alternative, short title: 

"INFA Press Yearbook," even then he is out of luck. This is certainly 

no library service. Neither can it be called information service. We 

would call it deprivation from service. 

However, another catalogue produced by the same Centre gives much 

more information in a fuller entry, also providing a cross reference. 

The entry in the Union Catalogue of Delhi Libraries is reproduced below: 

INFA Press and Advertisers Yearbook 

(India News and Feature Alliance, Delhi) 

Title varies: INFA Press Yearbook. 

There is also a cross reference: 

India News and Feature Alliance, Delhi 

INFA Press and Advertisers Yearbook 

~ INFA Press and Advertisers 

Yearbook (India News and Feature Alliance, Delhi). 

If the true objective of compiling and publishing a union catalogue 

of periodical publications is to help a seeker of knowledge to reach his 

goal through any path chosen by hi m, Delhi serves much better than 

Madhya Pradesh. 

If, on the other hand, the purpose of a union catalogue is just to 

locate a title as the SSDC would like us to believe, why does Delhi take 
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so much trouble in doi ng what Madhya Pradesh would regard only as 

"interesting" or "historical"? 

But the question is: Where do we draw the line? What is essential 

and what is not? We believe in going all the way--to make the entry as 

detailed as possible--to describe the periodical publication in all its 

facets and phases, not omitting even a single category of information or 

data element. 

In passing it may be remarked that this periodical pUblication has 

been provided with three x-refs by AL: 

a) India News and Feature Alliance. 

INFA press yearbook 

~ its 

INFA press and advertisers yearbook. 

b) India News and Feature Alliance. 

Press and advertisers yearbook 

~ its 

INFA press and advertisers yearbook. 

c) India News and Feature Alliance. 

Press yearbook. 

~ its . 

INFA press and advertisers yearbook. 

An Ideal Un;on catalog 

The reader interested in knowing what is a complete and detailed 

entry is referred to the Chemical abstracts service source inQgx (CASSI) 

because this is the most exhaustive, systematic, and detailed union 

catalogue so far known to this writer. It provides detailed data under 

the follwing categories of information (fieds): 

1. Complete title of the serial or non-serial with its 

official ISO abbreviation. 

2. ASTM CODEN with check character. 

3. Translation of foreign language titles except for 

French, German and Spanish. 

4. Reference to any former titles and to any variant 

forms of the selected title. 
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5. language of publication and summaries. 

6. History of pUblication. 

7. Frequency of publication. 

8. Current volume/year correlation. 

9. Name and address of publisher or sales agents. 

10. Title cataloged accroding to AlA/AACR Cataloging Rules. 

11. Successor title. 

12. Note of discontinuation. 

13. Editor's names. 

14. Dates and locations of meetilngs. 

15. library holdings information. 

16. Secondary Service Coverage Code. 

17. Publication date. 

18. Title variation or alternative titles. 

19. Title abbreviation of main CASSI entry. 

20 . Alternate spelling or abbreviation . 

21. Preferred spelling or abbreviation. 

"Ind;a's Nat;onal Un;on L;st of Ser;als" 

How earnestly I wi sh all the thi rty-two volumes of the catalogs 

produced by the SSDC of the ICSSR were integrated into one single file! 

At present we have to consult as many as thi rty-two volumes, i. e. 

thirty- two alphabetical sequences, to ascertain if a particular 

peri odi cal publi cat i on is Ii sted in anyone of those volumes! The 

searcher has to know whether a title is treated by a library as a 

"serial" or "periodical?" And what about a title such as the Hindu law 

journal which appears in both!l I can only hope that some enterprising 

Indian institution takes up the work of their consolidation and 

integration. The final product will be a useful source of information 

and will be at least half as valuable as any of the national union 

1 See p. 186 of UCD and p. 31 of UCSK. 
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catalogs produced in England or the United States of America as far as 

the enumeration of titles is concerned. 1 

Per;od;cals ;n Human;t;es 

We will present one more example here end show how our work differs 

from the one performed by Indian librarians today. 

J. A. Wajid, the Project Director of the Periodicals in Humanities 1 

tells us in his "Introduction": 

Each entry is catalogued accordi ng to Anglo-Ameri can 

Cataloguing Rules (British Text). The title of the periodical, 

its volume and the year of the first volume (or, the year of 

the volume avai lable where the i nformati on about the fi rst 

volume is not available<!> imprint (i.e. place of publication . 

and the publisher), the periodicity and the information about 

the supplements, indexes, etc., are given. 

On page 13 of the above "Union Catalogue" appears the following 

entry: 

Arya. Vol. 5, 1918/19. 

Pondicherry: Modern Press. Ed. by Sri 

Aurobi ndo •. 

DU 5. 

The name of Yogi raja Sri Aurobindo added enough value to the title 

to compel any serious investigator for a further search. Yet the 

compilers did not make any attempt to find more details about the title. 

If we beli eve what Waj i d & Kaul tell us, they have consul ted the 

following sources: 

1 We say "half" because it will still remain confined to social 

sciences! 

1 Periodicals in Humanities: Union Catalogue 2f Periodicals in 

Humanities and Newspapers in Delhi libraries (New Delhi). "Newspapers 

& Newsmagazines" have a separate sequence. In PiH §1l the newspapers 

from all the countries of the world in all the languages are thrown in 

one single alphabeticel sequence! lC would organize by country! Then 

city. Then title. 
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1. Accessions list Ceylon: including Cumulative list of 

serials . ... (1970,11Ill. New Delhi: American libraries 

Book Procurement Centre. 

2. Accessions list India: Annual supplement: Cumulatiive 

~ of serials (1968-72). New Delhi: American 

libraries Book Procurement Center. 

3. Accessions ~ Nepal: including Cumulative list of 

serials ... (1970-71). New Delhi: American libraries 

Book Procurement Center. 

4. Accessions liA1 Pakistan: Annual list of serials 

(1968-72). Karachi; Dacca: American libraries 

Book Procurement Center. 

FIELD WORK 

5. Britjsh union catalogue of periodicals. london: Butterwortb. 

6. Catalogue ~ European printed books. V.10: Catalogue 2f 

periodicals (India Office library, Commonwealth Relations 

Office). Boston: G. K. Hall, 1964. 

7. Catalogue of periodicals, newspapers 1 gazettes. (National 

library, India). Calcutta: Printed by the Govt. of India Press, 

1956. 

8. Cataloue of printed books published before liZ1, (Royal Asiatic 

Society, library). london: The Society, 1940. (Appendix II: 

Periodicals). 

9. Europa year book (1963,1968,1969). london: Europa Pub. 

10. Indian periodicals, ~. Jaipur. 

11. Irregular serials 1 annuals . 2nd ed .. New York; london: 

Bowker, 1972. 

12. library ~ Congress Catalog 2f printed cards, 1898-1942. 

New York: Rowman & littlefield. 

13. New serial titles: A union ~ of serjals commencing 

pUbljcation after December 11L l1ii. Washington: library of 

Congress. 

14. Nifor ~ to Indian periodicals, 1955-56. Poona: National 

Information Service. 

15. Press in India. ~ 1965-73. (Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting, Government of India). Delhi: Manager of 
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Publications. 

16. South Asian History, 1750-1950: A guide to periodicals, 

dissertations and newspapers by Margaret H. Case. Princeton. 

Princeton University Press, 1968. 

17. Tarikh-i-sahafat-i-Urdu by Imdad Sabri. 3 vols. Delhi: The 

Author, 1953-63. 

18. Ulrich's international periodicals directory. (1967/68-71/72) 

New York; London: Bowker. 

19. Union list of learned American serials in Indian libraries 

Delhi: Indian Council for Library Development, 1966. 

20. Union list of serials in libraries of the United States and 

Canada. New York: Wilson. <nd.!> 

21. Willings ~ guide (1967). London: James Willing. 

22. World of learning (1966/67-71/72). London: Europa Pub. 

The above list almost exhausts the universe of knowledge as far as 

our present fi eld is concerned. We have to assume that not even one 

source gave any additional information with regard to the journal in 

reference! The entry tells us that volume fi ve of thi s journal was 

published during the year 1918-19. That is all! This information is 

based only on the holding of one single library, i.e. the University of 

Delhi, which has only one volume of the journal in its collections. 

Wajid and Kaul also tell us that their compilation covers the holdings 

of 125 libraries located in Delhi! Not even one of them had any other 

volume of this valuable journal!! 

Delhi gazette has a bi g "?" in f.i!! wi th regard to the date of 

commencement! Hamdard (also from Delhi) does not have even the "?" One 

local phone call could have removed the "?" forever! 

We call this kind of work an arm-chair compilation. The compiler 

does not leave even the four walls of his own office. He has collected 

all the avai lable pri nted sources. He does not bel i eve in searchi ng 

beyond for what is not already avai lable in those pri nted sources and 

hence not easily accessible. Certainly this cannot be called a 

"research," or even an honest search. 
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The difference between our work and their work lies in the fact that 

we attempt to fathom the depth and explore the breadth. Our work 

involves the most extensive search and research in bio-bibliographical 

history of each and every title to be included in the total collection. 

We do not rest on our oars unless and unti 1 we have di scovered and 

collected all the relevant information on all the inherent 

characteristics of all the titles. 

While an "arm-chair" compiler can deal with a given title in just a 

few minutes, the nature of our work demands extensive labor for hours-

sometimes even for days--to complete the job of identifying and 

describing just one title. Devoted catalogers of serials know this fact 

very well. We need not belabor the point. 

Further Justification 

One simple letter to the publisher could have yielded a great deal 

of--almost full--information. That is what we did and immediately came 

the following reply: 

Arya English Monthly. A philosophical review started by Sri 

Aurobindo on August 15, 1914, and continued without 

interruption until January 1921. The following declaration 

appeared on the inside cover page of each issue: 

The Arya is a Review of pure philosophy. The object which 

it has set before itself is two-fold: A systematic study of the 

highest problems of existence; the information of a vast 

Synthesis of knowledge harmonising the diverse religious 

tradi ti ons of humani ty occi dental as well as ori ental. Its 

method will be that of realism, at once rational and 

transcendental,--a realism consisting in the unification of 

intellectual and scientific disciplines with those of intuitive 

experi ence. Thi s Revi ew wi 11 also serve as an organ for the 

various groups and societies founded on its inspiration. The 

Review will publish: 

Synthetic studies in speculative Philosophy. 

Translations and commentaries of ancient texts. 

Studies in Comparative Religion. 
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Practical methods of inner culture and self 

development. 

In the Arya appeared serially most of Sri Aurobindo's 

important prose writings: The Life Divine, The Synthesis of 

~ The Secret Veda, Essays SUl the Gita, The Human Cycle, The 

i deal of Human Uni ty, The Future Poetry (all · of whi ch were 

published later in book form, many in revised editions), as 

well as other series and separate essays. 

Seven volumes of the Arya appeared between 1914-15 and 

1920-21 (each volume began wi th the issue of August). The 

seventh volume was incomplete, ending with the issue of January 

1921 and including one joint issue (November- December). 

Sri Aurobi ndo not only edi ted the Arya but wrote most of . 

its articles himself. As stated above, most of his major works 

first appeared serially in this journal. 

The library has several complete files of the ~. 

Here is one more example showi ng the need for search as well as 

research: 

Bhasa traimasikam. Issues for 

-v.12, no.3/4, 1962 issued by the library under 

its earlier name: Oriental Manuscripts Library. <ALC76> 

Here we have the terminal date and vol . /no. specification, but we do 

not have the beginning date! This is definitely a challenging 

assignment of research. 

The same si tuati on holds true of the names of edi tors--there are 

terminal dates, but not the beginning dates. 

In my proposal for a union list, I have given the example of Malabar 

Quarterly Review to demonstrate the anamolous situation that if a 

periodical started publishing before 1949 and was acquired by an 

American library after 1949, there is no way to find out which American 

library has it, even if one has it! 

While assisting the GHP (Geography, History, and Philosophy Dept . of 

the University of Missouri Library at Columbia) in locating certain 

books and periodical articles requested on interlibrary loan by a South 

Asi an faculty member of the Un i versi ty, I had come across another 
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example. It is the Bombay University Journal. 

Accessions List: India, 1975 merely says:l 

ULS does not list it. 

vol. 37, no.64- called Hew Series. 

Participant subscription begins with v. 30, 1961. 

Ulri ch' s Internati onal Peri odi cals Di rectory, 16th ed . , 1975-76 

Bombay University journal, 1972, vol. 41. s-a. 

While Ai says "Issued in 5 parts," Ulrich's does not say so. On the 

other hand, it says "s-a." Ai says "irregular." 

My questi on is: If thi s ki nd of "search" or "research" is not 

conducted .rulli' when would it be done? If we are not goi ng to do thi s 

right here and now, who is going to do it? When? Where? And how? Why 

leave this work to the care and attention of the future generation of 

librarians and union catalogers? Why deprive the present generation of 

scholars of this valuable piece of information? 

How we know for sure when thi s journal (The Arya) commenced 

publication--the exact year and even month--what it contained, how long 

it continued, and when it ceased to be published. Hot only this, we also 

know that Sri Aurobindo Ashram Archives and Research Library in 

Pondicherry has several complete files of this Arya. 

I feel justified in coming over to India. This is only the 

beginning. But we have begun well. And "well-begun is half-done," so 

runs a popular adage. 

";55;on ;n Ind;a 
My mi 5si on in Indi a is twofold: (1) To veri fy the data already 

collected (pertaining to periodical publications in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences and represented in 11,025 cards) and to collect 

additional data on the known titles and (2) to collect data on unknown 

titles-- not found in published reference sources available in the 

U.S.A.--along with their fullest possible bibliographic and cataloging 

detai Is. The project covers four major areas, ~. the humanities, 

social sciences, monographs in series, and newspapers. 

1 H.B. AL does not give the date of origin in many cases. 
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"y Work in the U.S.A 

My "Proposal" lists all the sources I had consulted in the U.S.A. 

They yielded 11,025 cards. We have to remember that one and the same 

title may occur in more than one source. Also there are many cards 

representing cross reference entries. So the figure 11,025 can by no 

means represent the total number of titles. 

These cards, along wi th other research materi als and reference 

sources, were delivered in Columbia, Missouri, to a shipper as early as 

3 August 1978 for di spatch to Indi a. But they have not yet arri ved in 

India, although the representative of the shipping company had assured 

me that they would arrive in India by the time we would reach there. Of 

course, this assuranc~ was given before they received the business and 

the advance payment of the total shipping charges (approximately $700). 

Sources Used in India 

Whereas in America I had used only one union catalog produced by the 

SSDC, that of the Delhi libraries, here we have seen thirty plus one. 

Some volumes have already been uti lized. In due course of time, all 

these wi 11 be checked and veri fi ad to gather addi ti onal data for the 

known titles and all the available data for unknown titles. My card file 

that is still expected by boat contains information on all the relevant 

titles collected from the Union Catalogue of Delhi Libraries. During the 

period under report, all the SSDC catalogs on periodicals have been 

checked against the "Delhi catalogue" and all the new titles have been 

incorporated into our new master file. 

Accessions liAiL India: One of my major sources used in the United 

States (for gathering data on the serials) was the 1975 edition of the 

Annual Cumulation 2f Serials of the Accessions liAiL lnQi2. So 1975 had 

become the cutoff date as far as my earlier data file was concerned. 

There was no information after 1975. Therefore, all the monthly issues 

of the List for the years 1976-78 were checked here for gatheri ng 

addi t i onal i nformat ion. Total data on new titles and changes in the 

earl i er ones were noted and incorporated into our fi Ie. Thus our 1 i st 

has become up-to-date as far as the Accessions ~ is concerned. These 
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new cards will be merged into the master file after it arrives. It is 

expected that in about two weeks the long waiting period will be over 

and that we will be able to have access to all the records gathered in 

the U.S.A. during a long period of five years. 

Information collected in India is represented in a total of 8,500 

cards. This is gratifying. It is to be remembered that this massive 

collection of cards covers only the periodical publications, i.e. 

periodicals (proper) and serials and not the monographs in series. 

~ in India, 1975: This is an exhaustive source--a class by 

itself. It is issued every year by the Government of India. It is 

supposed to be authoritative. It is current too. It contains much 

useful information not found anywhere else. The 1975 edition lists 

approximately ten thousand titles. I would like to reiterate that what 

we are tryi ng to prepare is a systemati c and comprehensi ve 1 i st of 

Indian periodical publications in the humanities and social sciences. 

But this proposed list is only a means. l The ultimate objective--the 

final goal--is to compile a union list of the holdings of American 

libraries pertaining to the titles we select and list. 

1 Once upon a time my ULTIMATE objective was just to prepare a basic 

list of Indian periodical pUblications II 2 means to compile an 

American Union List. Lack of the necessary financial support from 

American foundations and agencies obliged me to broaden the scope. We 

had to go our own way. We had to wade through water ourselves and 

cross the river. We could not get any boat. We decided to prepare a 

model or an ideal prototype for a universal list of India's periodical 

publ i cati ons preserved and bei ng served in major 1 i brari es of the 

world. Thi s was a forward step. It wi 11 lead us toward the great 

goal of the recovery and dissemination of India's cultural heritage as 

embodied in her periodical publications deposited everywhere on this 

globe! Now the entire universe is our home and the field of work! 

TULIP is now truly UNIVERSAL. 
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TULIP a Source for Full catalog;ng 

Our TULIP will not be a location tool only. It will also be an aid 

to cataloging as well as acquisition. That is the reason why we are 

trying so very hard to be comprehensive and systematic and are investing 

so much of our time, money, and energy in producing a reliable source of 

reference and research. Of course, we cannot collect all the 

information on all the titles published so far. That would be a 

formidable task-- almost impossible. By force of circumstances we have 

to go step by step. Therefore, we are collecti ng i nformati on relati ve 

to only such publ i cati ons as are 1 i kely to be in greater demand in 

research libraries, and deserve a place in them allover the world. We 

evaluate a title in terms of its research value. We know what a research 

1 i brary ought to have, though we are not sure if it already has the 

title. So one of my tasks is to go through sources such as the Press in 

Indi a and mark those ti tIes whi ch should form part of our TULIP. 

Consequently, about fi ve thousand titles have been selected from the 

above publication (Pi I 1975), and two thousand have already been 

transferred onto the cards. 

Our Hethodology to Solve Puzzles 

If two or more sources present a conflict with regard to any data, 

and if the problem cannot be solved otherwise, we write to the publisher 

and resolve it. An example in reference is the Manorama Yearbook. 

While the Catalogue of the National Library, Calcutta, tells us that it 

commenced publication in 1965, the Indian Periodicals in Print would 

want us to bel i eve that it ori gi nated in 1966. Both cannot be ri ght! 

One has to be wrong. We would not allow this kind of conflict to remain 

unresolved. So we wrote to the publishers: 

Our sources present a conflict as far as the year of the 

commencement of your pUblication Manorama Yearbook is 

concerned. Please let us know if it was started in 1965 or 

1966. Also we would like to know if it is still being published 

and what is the subscription price per year. 

Parenthetically it might be added here that the Accessions ~, 

which is one of the most reliable sources, generally gives the year of 
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origin, but not in this instance. It merely says: "Participant 

subscription begins with 1966." 

Immediately came the reply: 

The Manorama Yearbook started publication from 1965 and has 

been published in February every year. The price per copy from 

1979 edition will be Rs. 20/-. A copy of the folder pertaining 

to the same is enclosed. 

SSDC does not make any attempt to resolve a conflict. One and the 

same publication is given two different dates of commencement, of 

course, in two di fferent catalogs, but produced by one and the same 

organization, i.e. the Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research. 

Undoubtedly ours is a search for correct, complete, exact, and 

exhaustive information. We may not be able to gather all the information 

about all the periodical publications right here and now, but we are 

certainly making an attempt and showing the way. 

Honographs ;n Ser;es1 

I have already noted earlier that so far little work has been done 

in the field of the humanities with regard to the preparation and 

publication of the union lists. But the field of the monographs in 

series of Indian origin is almost virgin. No one in India seems to have 

done any work in thi s area. We are coveri ng only three languages of 

India--English, Sanskrit, and Hindi. It may sound strange, but English 

is still the principal language of India. More publications have been 

issued and are being issued in English even today than probably in all 

the Indi an languages combi ned. We bel i eve ni nety-fi ve percent of the 

books and periodicals used by Indic scholars in the U.S.A. would be in 

English. So our major emphasis is going to be on English. Hindi is the 

1 We have named this work, still in its embroyonic stage--"IT IS SHE: 

Indian Titles in Series: Sanskrit, Hindi, English." We pray God 

Almighty He enables us to present this tool too to our searching and 

researching scholars as well as to the booktrade someday in the 

future--as soon as possible! 
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nat i onal language of Indi a and is likely to occupy the most important 

position among all the regional languages of India. It will become the 

most widely used language of India. So its coverage is justified. 

Sanskrit is a world language. Remove Sanskrit, and Indian culture would 

be reduced almost to zero as far as the classi cs are concerned. So it 

has to be covered. 

It is important to observe here that a German scholar was the first 

one to prepare a catalog of Sanskrit books published in series. He was 

followed by an American Scholar (Emeneau) whose work has been listed by 

me in the comprehensive proposal submitted earlier. However, Emeneau's 

work is extremely selective and now out"':of-date. It can safely be 

stated that more publications have been issued even in Sanskrit during 

the past forty years than the preceding two hundred years taken 

together. 

So far we have collected information relative to three thousand 

titles published in series. The following sources have been used: 

1. Accessions li2iL India (New Delhi: U.S. library 

of Congress Office)--Volumes for the year 1972, 1975-78. 

Others not av~ilable in Mysore. 

2. Indian National Bibliography. Calcutta: Central Reference 

library. Volumes for 1958-60. 

3. Publishers' catalogs. 

We wrote to the publishers of monographic series and requested them 

to supply further details of their publications in order to supplement 

what we had gathered from other bibliographical sources. By the end of 

December 1978, we had written to forty-two publishers, and five of them 

had responded by sending us their detailed catalogs, giving us further 

information. 

Format for Data Gathering 

I had already developed a data gathering sheet (in four pages) for 

the serials which I had termed as Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder (copy 

enclosed). As many as ten thousand copies of this BBDR were printed in 
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the U.S.A. end sent to India by surfece mail. We have just received 

them, thank God! 

As already noted earlier, this kind of work on the monographic 

series is being done for the first time. No other scholar seems to have 

done it before. I have developed a short form to record relevant data 

for monographic publications. Five thousand copi~s have been printed 

here. A specimen is enclosed. It is hoped that all the data, both on 

periodical publications and monographic series, will be input into the 

computers after I return home. 
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It Is She: Ind;an T;tles ;n Ser;es 

(BBDR for "onographs ;n Ser;es) 

Series: 

Ho. 

1. Author's full name. 

surname as well as 

forename/s 

2. Full title. including 

sub-title. if any 

3. Hame of any collaborator. 

such as editor. translator. 

compiler. foreword-

writer. etc. 

4. Edition statement 

(i .e .• 1 or 2. revi sed. 

etc. ) 

5. Place of publication. 

especially if different 

from your present one 

6. Date (Year) of publi-

cation 

7. Ho. of pages 

8. Size in centimetres 

9. Illustrations. if any. 

and name of illustrator 

if significant 

10. Price 

11. LC Card Ho. 

12. I S B H (International 

Standard Bood Humber) 

13. Any other useful 

information (Remarks) 

Year 
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cooperat;on From L;brar;es 

On page four of my comprehensive proposal I have talked about the 

cooperation I expected from librarians in India for the project. I am 

gratified to report that I am receiving full cooperation from librarians 

located as far away as Kashmir! Even the reference books which are not 

generally lent out are sent to me on interlibrarY loan by my fellow 

librarians because they believe it is a good cause. Punjab University 

Library in Chandigarh deserves a special citation. I received a very 

pleasi ng letter from the Vi ce-Chancellor of the Uni versi ty assuri ng me 

full support if and when I go there to work. This University was one of 

the three institutions I had listed as the possible host institution for 

my research project for the consideration of the Government of India as 

required by them. During my last visit to Chandigarh I had a long talk 

with the Librarian there on the subject and this letter from the 

Vice-Chancellor was a sequel. After my work in the South is completed, I 

may go to the Horth and work in Chandigarh. 

The Field Director of the Library of Congress Office in Hew Delhi 

has generously lent me three volumes of his Quinquennial serials 

cumulation, 1976 2f ihg Accessions list, India. These are proving very 

useful. Ultimately all the titles in the union list will have to be 

cataloged following the AACR 2 and the Rules of the Library of Congress 

in Washington, D.C., as far as the choice and rendering of the heading, 

etc., are concerned. The TULIP will be an international publication in 

every sense of the term. 

Mysore 

January 15, 1979 
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The fallowing circular was sent to the academic libraries in India 

seeking their cooperation in collecting data on periodicals, especially, 

in the Humanities. 

OFFICE OF THE PROJECT TULIP 

(The Union List of Indian Periodicals) 

Project Director: 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar, DLS 

(Columbia University) 

Senior Research Fellow 

American Institute of Indian 

Studies (Chicago) 

International Studies Librarian 

University of Missouri - Columbia 

U.S.A. 

Dear Sir: 

C/O Mysore University Library 

Manasagangotri 

Mysore - 570 006, Karnataka 

Date: 

We are preparing a systematic and comprehensive list of all the 

Indian Periodical Publications in the Humanities and Social Science ~ 

A means to compile a.n American Union List. We are covering four major 

types of publi cat i ons--seri als, peri odi cals, newsapers, and monographs 

in series. Presently, we are limiting ourselves to three languages-

English, Hindi, and Sanskrit. The project is sponsored by the American 

Institute of Indian Studies (Chicago) and is being implemented here in 

Mysore in association with the Post-Graduate Department of Library 

Science of the University of Mysore, with the approval of the Government 

of India in the Ministry of Education and Social Welfare. 

I have been working on this project for the last five years. Since 

the beginning of October 1978 I have been here. Our team consists of 

ten workers. By now we have collected data on almost twenty thousand 

entries, both main as well as added. 

As you already know, the Indian National Scientific Documentation 

Centre has covered the Physical and Biological Sciences. The Social 

Sci ence Documentati on Centre of the Indi an Counci 1 of Soci al Sci ence 
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Research has done a good deal of work in the field of Social Sciences. 

We have made a very extensive use of the SSDC catalogues. 

However, I find that the field of the Humanities remains almost 

virgin. The only work of any significance known to us is that of Wajid 

and Kaul, Periodicals in Humanities (Hew Delhi: India International 

Centre, 1973>' But it is limited to Delhi and is a beginner's atbi!mpt! 

Therefore, it is necessary for me to visit some leading libraries in the 

country to cover the field of the Humanities. 

I don't know if you have already published a catalogue of your own 

periodicals collection, or even a mimeographed or typed copy is 

available for borrowing and consultation. If your answer is in the 

affirmative, please send us a copy immediately. We will appreciate it 

very much. 

In case your list is not avai lable, or what is avai lable is not 

current, I will request you, as a first step, to give us a very brief 

listingl of all the periodical publications in the Humanities available 

in your Library, of course, let me repeat, published in India only. 

This list should contain merely the brief title and the year of 

publication of the first volume or number. Since we would not want to 

dupli cate the work among vari ous Ii brari es in Indi a, we wi 11 fi nally 

select whi ch speci fi c library should be requested to prepare detai led 

listing of which specific title. And for this detailed listing,2 I have 

developed a Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder, a copy of which is enclosed. I 

will send you, if you tell me, as many copies of this "Recorder" as you 

wish. 

I know that you will have to devote some substantial part of your 

valuable time to this work if you agree to supply this information, but 

I hope you will not mind it, because this will be only a part of your 

noble goal to promote the cause of library and information service . 

I would like to add before closing that I do not want to impose any 

undue pressure on your valuable time. If you thi nk that the work 

1 Hote the wording! 

2 Hota our special methodology to put the least burden on the shoulders 

of our hard-working over-pressed librarians. 
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involved is too much and cannot be performed by your staff as part of 

thei r regular normal duti es, I am wi 11 i ng to provi de some fi nanci al 

assistance for a worker as an over-time payment, which might work as an 

extra incentive. 1 The work must be correct and complete. That is the 

primary requirement. Please let me know how much would be the 

approximate cost of preparing the list on hourly basis, if your list is 

not already available for consultation and it has to be prepared just 

for this project. 

Thanking you so much, 

1 Note once again our special methodology! 
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PART II: Second Quarterly Report l 

This report covers the period from 1 January to 31 March 1979. At 

the very outset I would like to say with pleasure that steady progress 

is maintained in my research project . 

The Journal Arya 

I will begin by resuming the discussion of the journal entitled ~ 
v 

(Pondicherry: Modern Press. Ed. by Sri Aurobindo (~57-58)' 8 of 

my previous report . ) Wajid and Kaul have listed the twenty-two sources 

they had "consulted" in preparing their PiH (Periodicals in Humanities). 

Of these, number five is the most exhaustive source of reference for the 

British libraries, and number twenty-two for the American libraries. I 

had none here with me in Mysore at the time. My attempts to acquire the 

former were still continued and my set of the latter was still on the 

Hi gh Seas. 

So I wrote to the Librarian of the University of Delhi, which was 

credited to hold only one volume (5th) of the journal in reference. (I 

am using "was" because the only volume said to exist in the entire city 

of Delhi has disappe~red as described later!) This is what I wrote: 

There is a journal called Arya. You have only one volume (5, 

1918/19), as reported by Wajid and Kaul in their Periodicals in 

Humanities. 

I will appreciate it very much if you kindly check the British 

Union Catalogue of Periodicals and ascertain if it gives further 

details, e.g. the year of commencement and the total run (span), 

etc. Promptly came their reply: 

Please refer to your letter dated 21st Dec. 78 regarding 

journal called "Arya." The information given in the British 

union catalogue of periodicals about the<!> journal is as 

follows: 

1 Submitted to the American Institute of Indian Studies in April 1979. 
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ARYA, The: A monthly magazine or review devoted mainly 

to Aryan Religion, Science, Philosophy, and Literature. 

Madras. April 1901-0ct. 1909. L; 0 1-5. 

The problem remained unresolved. I wrote to them once again: 

Thank you for your letter of January 2 in . response to ours of 

21-12-78. 

Wajid and Kaul in their Periodicals in Humanities: Union Catalogue 

rl Periodicals in Humanities and Newspapers in Delhi Libraries (New 

Delhi, 1973) have described the journal in reference as follows: 

Arya. Vol. 5, 1918/19. 

Pondicherry: Modern Press. Ed. by Sri 

Aurobindo. 

DU 5. <Du=Delhi University> 

The journal you have described in your letter, though bearing the 

same title, had originated in Madras and in April 1901. So these two 

are different. 

Now I have received my card file from the U.S.A. It contains 11,025 

cards collected over a period of five years. I have one more entry, of 

course, for another journal, but bearing the same title: 

Arya, a monthly journal devoted to Aryan philosophy, art. 

literature, science, and religion as well as to western modern 

philosophy, 1882 ... 23 cm, monthly 

I assume that BUCOP has only one title as described by you. I will 

appreciate it very much if you kindly clarify. 

The reply came with usual promptness: 

We are in receipt of your letter dated 9th February 1979. 

The Journal "Arya" Vol. 5, 1917/19 <sic> avai lable in Delhi 

University Library according to Wajid and Kaul's Periodicals 

in humanities (New Delhi, 1973), is not traceable; so we 

cannot verify whether it is the same journal or different. 

However BUCOP has only one entry under "Arya," the one 

which originated in Madras. 
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Long-Awa;ted Sh;pment Arr;ves from the USA 

26 January 1979, the 30th Republic Day of India, brought to me the 

long-awaited shipment from the U.S.A. (See my previous report, p.l0 

<*check*> I had delivered to the shipper in Columbia, Missouri as early 

as 3 August 1978! At the end of December 1978, my shi ppi ng agents in 

Madras telephoned me that the ship carrying my anxiously awaited cargo 

had arrived in Madras! I flew to Madras, stayed there several days, but 

had to return disappointed as far as this shipment was concerned. From 

Madras I had sent the followi ng message telegraphi cally to my wi fe in 

Mysore: 

Suitcase cleared instantaneouslY. Most things found. Chidambaram 

shipment not yet even landed. Heavy rain holding all operations. Cannot 

return soon even if want. Rail, air heavily booked for days. Confined 

Ii ke Robi nson Crusoe! May be delayed four-fi ve days. Rai n God wi 11 

control everything --Deva (Murari L. Hagar, Care Hotel Srilekha, 

Madras) . 

Upon my return to Mysore, I wrote to the Director of the American 

Institute of Indian Studies, Hew Delhi: 

On 26 December 1978 I received a phone call from the Allied Shipping 

& Packi ng Co., Madr~s, that my large shi pment had arri ved and that I 

come to Madras immediately. 

Consequently I flew to Madras. Heavy rains had paralyzed every 

activity of loading and unloading. The passenger ship 5.5. Chidambaram 

did not even unload its cargo! It went back to Singapore loaded with all 

the cargo it had brought from Singapore! 

My going to Madras did not go totally in vain, because the "lost" 

suitcase, which (like a faithful dog) had traveled all the way home to 

Columbia, Missouri, was brought back to Madras after having wandered for 

more than two months; and I was able to take its delivery in Madras! 

However, as far a5 the boat consignment is concerned, it was a total 

disappointment. 

I wi 11 have to go there once agai n when the shi p returns and my 

"materials" are unloaded. 

Potent;al Benef;ts from TULIP 
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Requesting financial assistance for my visit to India for a year, I 

had written to the American Institute of Indian Studies: 

I wish to prepare a "Union list of learned Indian serials in the 

humanities and social sciences available in major libraries of the 

United States and Canada." Ho one has attempted such a project as yet. 

Just as ULLAS has proved to be a great source of i nformati on, the 

proposed union list will become an equally important tool for research 

in Indic studies. It will also be an effective tool for inter library 

loan and acquisition at the national/international level. It will enable 

American librarians to acquire, if not in original at least in 

reproduction, Indian serials that have not yet found their way into any 

American library, and to fill in their gaps by getting the missing parts 

reproduced. The libraries will be helped in two ways: 1) They will 

acquire titles still unknown to them, and 2) fill the gaps in their 

existing holdings. 

The case of the Arya presented above demonstrates how my work may 

prove beneficial to the American libraries. The Delhi University library 

did not have the set of the QniQn ~ of Serials in Libraries Qf ihg 

United States and Canada. When I got my own set I eagerly consulted it 

to see if any library in the U.S.A. held the title. Yes! There was 

only one 1 i brary in the whole of the country whi ch had a copy of the 

journal in reference! It was Harvard!! 

It is quite natural that the Harvard University Library, the oldest 

and the largest library in Hew England, which provided a fertile ground 

for the flourishing of Transcendentalism and the origin and development 

of Indic studies in the United States of America, should have a copy of 

the Arya! But how sad it is that the library has only two volumes of the 

set and even those two are incomplete! 

Is it too much to expect that at least one library in the United 

States possesses a set of thi s valuable journal? Let us assume that a 

library is willing to acquire it. But how would it know that such and 

such journal exists? Let us assume further that the Harvard University 

Library itself decides to complete its set. How would it know where does 

a set exist, which can at least be microfilmed, so that its incomplete 

set is completed? Here may lie some contribution of TULIP. It will 
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provide a complete history of the journal, as well as some information 

as to its location in a library in England, India, or the U.S.A. 

The Work Gets Fresh Momentum 

By the time the shipment arrived, we had already prepared 

approximately eight thousand entries on cards, recording data pertaining 

to periodical publications from the sources not consulted in the U.S.A. 

Thus, with the arrival of the shipment the total number of the cards in 

my file rose to 19,025! 

Both the sets of cards were checked, veri fi ed, organi zed, and 

integrated into one single sequence. Thereafter, the total information 

was transferred onto the data sheets, whi ch I have called the Bi 0-

Biblio-Data-Recorder. This was really a major task, though it could be 

reported in just four lines on paper! Approximately 3,500 work-hours 

have gone into this extensive operation. I am pleased to say that while 

on 26 January 1979 there was not even a single data sheet ready, it is 

estimated that by now we have at least ten thousand data sheets, well 

prepared in our "workshop." I had enclosed a copy of the blank data 

sheet to my previous report. It was symbolic. Now I am enclosing several 

data sheets duly filled in. This too is symbolic . Not that all the ten 

thousand data sheets 50 far prepared are totallY correct and fully 

complete--ready for the press! Far from it. However, they are in a much 

more advanced stage than anyone could have expected them to be. Our team 

has worked very hard to bring the project to this developed stage. And 

all honor to them. 

Problems of a comp;ler 

H. N. D. Gandhi and others compiled the Indian Periodicals in f£in! 

(Delhi: Vidya Mandai, 1973). With regard to the verification of the data 

they say: 

In some cases it has become necessary to omit information, 

for example when the information received was quite late, 

indefinite, contradictory, or otheerwise unsatisfactory, when 

experi ence or reI iable i nformati on created a doubt as to the 

accuracy of the data sent to us. <sic> 
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I present below a case just to show 

resolut i on of such problems and the removal 

how 

of 

we struggle for the 

conflicts. My own 

knowledge and "experience" (to quote Gandhi and others) did not permit 

me to accept what another source expected me to accept. 

Here are bi bl i ographi cal detai Is of an important source recently 

published: 

Current Indian Perjodical in English: An Annotated ~. 

2nd revised and enlarged edition. Compiled and 

edited by N.N. Gidwani and K. Navalani. Jaipur: 

Saraswati Publications, 1978. 403p. 

Mr. Gidwani is the Director of Libraries, University of Rajasthan, 

Jaipur, and Miss K. Navalani is the Reader in the Department of Library 

and Information Science, Punjabi University, Patiala. 

The compilers have vividly described the woes of the class: 

A great amount of effort and labour, spread over a period 

of 5 years, has gone into the compilation and editing of the 

present volume. Several thousand letters and pro-formas were 

sent out to collect the latest i nformati on. We have been 

di smayed and di scouraged by the ~ i ndi fferent and 

occasionally negative responses from publishers, in spite of 

our repeated rem i nders (empha sis added). Some responses were 

rather unusual. By way of an example this is what the 

Registrar of the Calcutta High Court wrote: 

With reference to his printed letter dated nil 

regardi ng "Chronologi cal Tables" publ i shed by the High 

Court, Shri N. N. Gidwani is hereby informed that this 

Court does not undertake to supply information to private 

parties and that if so advised he may arrange purchasing 

a copy of the latest "Chronological Tables" priced at Rs. 

1.25 only each from the Superintendent, Government 

Printing, West Bengal, Gopalanagar Road, Alipore, 

Calcutta-27. 

My main purpose in presenting the above quote is not to belabour the 

difficulties in compiling such a work. That is part of the game! My 
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object is just to show that in spite of the giant claims made by the 

compilers, the work is not fully reliable. I wrote to Mr. Gidwani: 

As you already know, we are compiling a systematic and comprehensive 

list of Indian periodical publications in the humanities and social 

sciences (including newspapers and monographic serial publications) as a 

means to compile an American union list. 

We have a problem with regard to an entry which 

work, Current Indian Periodicals in English: An 

(Jaipur: Saraswati Publications, 1978), as follows: 

appears 

annotated 

in your 

guide, 

Indian library Association Bulletin: ILA Bulletin (formerly Modern 

Librarian 1930-41: Library Bulletin (1942-46), 'Abgila' (1949-53), 

'Journal of IlA' (1955-64). 1965 Q Rs.45.00 Foreign $10.00 4 pounds 0 P 

Gupta, Mg Ed. Indian Library Association, c/o Delhi Public Library, S P 

Mukerjee Marg, Delhi-110006. BR Notes & News letters Statistics Charts 

Illus. Adv Spl. 23.5 x 18 cms C 1000 V.11; 1975. <sic> 

I will appreciate it very much if you kindly let me know your source 

for stat i ng that The Modern l i brari an was publ i shed by tha Indi an 

library Association and that its successors were (1) library Bulletin, 

(2) Abgila, (3) Journal of l1! and (4) Bulletin. 

For your conveni ence I reproduce below the entry for The Modern 

librarian from the Union ljst of Serials in Libraries of the U.S.A. and 

Canada (3rd ed. 1965): 

Modern librarian. (Pakistan library Association) 

Lahore, vl-17, no 2, N 1930-Ap/Ja 1947; nsv1, 

D 1949+ 

16 complete with no. 1. 17 complete with no. 2. 

None published between Ja/Mr 1946 and Ja/Mr. 

1947, between Ap/Je 1947 and D 1949. V 15 no 2 

erroneously called v.5, no 2. N 1930-JI/S 1947 

published by the association under its earlier name: 

Punjab library Association. Subtitle varies 

UlS 

But my letter still remains unanswered. It is noteworthy that the 

response from the publishers to Mr. Gidwani was "poor, indifferent or 

negative." Undoubtedly it was; whatever might be its nature! But the 
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response from him to me has been totally nonexistent! That is, I did 

not receive any response from him, none whatsoever! 

We have to guard ourselves constantly against the misinformation 

provided by anyone of our sources. For example, one source says: 

Indian librarian (1945): (i) 233 Model Town, 

Jullundur City, (ii) & (iv) Sant Ram Bhatia 

(v) Rs. 8/- (viii) 770 (S. 519 + F. 251), 

(ix) Agriculture 

E q 

Pil - 75 

Anyone who knows the periodical publication entitled Indian 

Librarian also knows that it does not deal with "Agriculture." 

Ours ;s an Unusual Path 

In his "Introduction" to the Union Catalogue 2f Learned Periodical 

Publications in South Asia, ~ ~ Physical and Biological Sciences (Hew 

Delhi: Indian Library Association, ' 1953) S. R. Ranganathan tenders his 

apologies for many faults from which his catalog suffers. He says: 

Rule Number One in classification is "Do not classify by 

title." Rule Number Two is "Read the book to determi ne its 

specific subject." Both these rules have had to be violated in 

most cases. This was due to "Absentee Classificationism." We 

did not have access to most of the periodicals. 

Parentheti cally I mi ght add here that whi Ie S. R. Ranganathan di d 

not have access to most of the periodicals, I had no time to have direct 

access even to one periodical publication I have listed. 

is based only on published library-bibliographical 

resources. 

Ranganathan continues: 

My information 

sources and 

The tour of mine in 1949 was fully occupied in stimulating 

the production of returns. We could not find the travelling 

expenses for one of us to make a second tour to classify and 

catalogue each periodical directly by perusal. 
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Result: Probability for wrong class numbers, particularly 

in "A Science" and "G Biology . " The factors vitiating 

classification had vitiated cataloguing too 

After enumerating several "faults," Ranganathan concludes: 

We have thus taken great risks in publishing this catalogue 

with probability for all these four forms of fault. 

Ranganathan also tells us why he took the risk: 

We di d not have the manpower or the money to vi si t the 

libraries and remove each one of these faults. Even with money 

and man-power, work on the removal of the faults would have 

delayed the publ i cat i on by severa 1 more months. We dec i ded 

that such faults should be risked and this necessary and 

long-delayed tool should be brought out quickly.l 

Two of the above faults relate to the area of catalogi ng and 

classification. It is absolutely essential that we examine the document 

physically before it is cataloged or classified. What I have done here 

so far, and still expect to do before I leave India, would have taken 

hundreds of times more energy, time, and money if I were to examine each 

and every title that finds a place in our comprehensive list. We had 

none! 

Appendix I gives a brief list of the sources consulted by us so far. 

In my previous report I had stated that I had used some SSDC catalogs of 

periodicals . Since then we have examined many more. I do not think 

that with the time and money made available to me I could have 

physically and directly examined even 5 percent of this huge collection 

of periodical publications deposited in hundreds of libraries allover 

India. 

The Problem of Synonyms 

Shakespeare might have appropriately raised the question: What is 

there in a name? So also our Upanishads have sung: Ekam sad ~ 

bahudha vadantj: "The Truth is one; sages name it differently." But in 

1 Thi sis a note for me: Contrast to what we deci ded wi th regard to 

"Master List" as it was. The matter of speaking the whole truth! 
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our 1 i brary world. the synonyms. if allowed to sneak in. play havoc. 

Only one form of name is to be used to denote one entity. let us take 

the example of the name of a well-known university in India--The BANARAS 

HINDU UNIVERSITY. The name of this single institution--individual 

entity--can be rendered in multiple ways. Here are certain examples: 1 

1 . Benares, India (City). Hindu University 

~ 

Banaras Hindu University. Al: 76 

2 . Hindu University. 

See 

Banaras Hindu University. Al: 76 

3. Hindu University, Benares, India. 

See 

Banaras Hindu University. NST 

4. Kasi Hindu Visvavidyalaya 

~ 

Banaras Hindu University. Al: 77 

5. Varanasi. Banaras Hindu University 

~ 

Banaras Hindu University. NST 

6. Varanasi. Hindu University . 

See 

Banaras Hindu University. Al: 76 

The name of another important University in Western India can be 

rendered in several ways: 

1 In reality. the city of "Benares" has an alternative (more reformed> 

form, "Banaras . " And "Kasi" could very well be spelled as "Kashi", 

the latter being in greater use. UCD has an entry as follows: 

Kashi Hindu Vishwavidyalaya. 

Samachar 

see 

BHU news. 
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1. Baroda (city). Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 

See 

Maharaja Sayajirao Universtiy of Baroda. 

2. Baroda (city). University 

See 

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. 

3. M.S. University of Baroda 

See 

Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. 

FIELD WORK 

The problem is not confi ned to Indi a, an emergi ng nat i on of the 

ancient East! The name of the University of Missouri was found listed 

in fourteen different ways even in the U.S . A., the Land of libraries! 

Here are some examples: 1 

1. Missouri. State University. 

2. Missouri . University . 

3. Missouri, University of. 

4. Missouri State University . 

5. Missouri University. 

6. State University of Missouri. 

7. University of Missouri. 

8. University of the State of Missouri. 

Here is one more example of the Diversity in Unity as cited by the 

California Compilers: z 

1. Bureau of the census 

2. United States. Bureau of the Census 

3. United States. Bureau of the Census 

4. U.S. Bureau of Census 

5 . U.S. Bureau of the Census 

give ref . <It appears in the paper on TULIP CODE> McheckM 

Z Explain who are they? 
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6. U.S.Bureau of the Census 

7. U.S.Census Bureau. <Berkeley Union List. CALLS> *check* 

Let it be stressed that the above di splay is not a play of 

mathemat i cal permutat ions and combi nat ions. These are the actual ways 

in whi ch vari ous sources have rendered the name of one and the same 

educational institution. Anyone of the above forms is entitled to be 

regarded as good as another. Mere convention makes one form preferred. 

Cataloging is an art; not an exact science. 

We choose one form of the name. which is elected to occupy the Chair 

of the Heading. "Rose" may have various names in various languages. but 

we are going to use only ~ name. Rose. spelled R-O-S-E! All the 

other alternative forms of the name are given cross reference entries so 

that the varied approaches of individual readers are satisfied. 

Bhinnarucir hi lokah: "Diverse are the tastes of the people." And we 

have to satisfy the taste of every user. 

Obviously. then. this phenomenon of the multiplicity of entries is 

to be regarded as universal. All libraries suffer from this world-wide 

ailment. All union catalogers allover the world have to face the same 

problems created by library catalogers. The larger the number of 

participating libraries and the greater the variation in their systems 

of cataloging. the more serious become the problems. 

One of the primary requirements in our task of collecting the data 

on serials is to detect such synonyms. choose one specific name for our 

list. and then gather all our data under that specific. chosen name. 

The other forms receive cross references. If various publications 

issued by one and the same institution are allowed to get scattered 

under various forms of its name. the result will be total chaos. We 

want to be exhaustive. We wish to get information on ~ the 

publications issued by a specific corporate body. Therefore. we make a 

thorough search of the literature. and collect the data scattered and 

hidden under various forms of the names denoting a specific entry. It 

is a kind of detective work. We also wish to avoid duplication and the 

resulting waste. We do not want to collect the same data twice. We do 

not want to enter the same data under two different heads. Therefore. 

as we go on collecting the data. we are also required to get them 
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organized. This takes a great deal of our time and energy, but we have 

no alternative. 

stages Overlap 

Theoretically speaking there are three stages in the process of 

compilation of a union list, ~, 1) the collection of the data 2) 

their organization, and 3) their dissemination. 

the fi rst two stages overlap, as shown above. 

In pract ice, however, 

Whi Ie we collect the 

data, we have to go on organizing them as well, even if it may be in a 

tentat i ve manner. Both the processes of collect i on and organi zati on 

have to proceed simultaneously. These are to be performed from the very 

beginning, if we want to be systematic, exhaustive, and non-duplicative. 

If we fail to be vigilant enough, the result will be total chaos as 

illustrated also by the following examples from our own "Master List". 

Accessions liAiL India, 

Accessions liAiL ~, and 

Accessions 1.illi Sri Lanka 

each were dupl i cated, si nce the same ti tIes are entered subsequently 

under the Corporate body: 

U.S. Library of congress. American Libraries Books Procurement 

Centre, Delhi. 

For the first set of entries our source was 

set it was UCD of the SSDC series of catalogs. 

entry and the latter an author. 

Here is one more example: 

AFRO Asiai sandesh, and 

AFRO Asian sandesh. 

IPiP. For the second 

The former is a title 

Both appear on the same page of OUR Master List. 

identical. The only difference is that the first contains 

They are 

the form 

"Asiai", and the second contains "Asian". 

PiI75, for the second it is IPiP!l 

The source for the first is 

1 This shows the embarrassment we would have faced had we gone ahead and 

duplicated in 1980 the three volumes as they were typed in great rush 

in Mysore in May 1979. 
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Monographs in Series 

Explaining my philosophy of preparing a systematic and comprehensive 

list of monographic serial publications. and requesting some special 

help. I wrote to a publisher in India (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. Bombay)l 

You will please see that what we are trying to accomplish here is 

somewhat unusual. We are tryi ng to catalog books in an exhausti ve and 

systematic manner even without physically examining them! This is 

contrary to all the established principles and practices of cataloging. 

But we have no choice. We cannot examine the books physically because 

ours is not a regular library. Hence we are adopting a method which is 

not the ideal one. but the only method available to us. And in this task 

we seek your cooperation and help. 

We have tried. through the help of your catalogs and other published 

sources. to incorporate the available data into our 

Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder. But our sources. including your own catalogs. 

do not gi ve all the data that we need. Hence it may be necessary for 

you to seek the serv ices of a tra i ned and experi anced Ii brari an on 

part-time basis. And as we had already indicated in our initial letter. 

we are willing to pay some suitable remuneration if necessary. We don't 

want to overload one of your staff members with an added burden without 

any extra compensation. 

We are sendi ng under separate post the data sheets featuri ng the 

available bibliographical information relative to all your books so far 

known to us. And please remember! We are going to list each and every 

publication issued by your Bhavan. which falls in our general category. 

However. we will have to exclude some. For example. a multi-volumed 

publication of a single author by itself will not get a place. And so 

will be excluded the "collected works" of a single author. Therefore. 

the books publ i shed in your "Gandhi seri es" wi 11 have to be excluded. 

though they may be extremely valuable in their own right. 

This is how 

collecti ng the 

we compi led 

data. Thi 5 

known to the present writer. 

the data. This is our philosophy of 

is the best method developed so far and 

This is a contribution of TULIP. 
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The data sheets are filled in as correct and detailed a manner as it 

was possi ble for us under the ci rcumstances. We di d not want to throw 

the enti ra burden on your shoulders. So whatever data we could gather 

from other sources have been recorded. And for the rast wa seek your 

favor. 

Now we request you kindly to supply the information for each title 

which is still lacking so that wa have the record in its fullest 

possibla form. For example, we would lika to have tha full name of the 

author (what tha initials stand for); the date of birth and (if not 

living) the date of death as well; name of any collaborator, etc.; 

whether the edition is the first or second, whether it is revised; the 

size in centimeters; lnformation regarding illustrations (including 

maps, etc.) and the Library of Congress catalog card number, if 

available. In brief, we want to have the bibliographical data to the 

fullest possi ble extent they can be obtai ned so that each and every 

column (or field) is filled. 

Also we would request you see that all your publications are groupad 

according to the specific series and all books in a specific series are 

marked with their respective serial numbers. 

Tha Bhavan asked for Rs. 200/- as the remuneration. Tha amount was 

paid by me and the work was satisfactorily done by them. 

The work on "Monographs in Seri es" (See earli er Report, page 12 

<No. *check* wi 11 have to be changed> is deferred unt i 1 the work on 

regular periodicals and serials is completad. I believe in the 

propriaty of God's will. Tha delay in the arrival of my shipment was a 

blessi ng in di sgui se, because we were able to cover a good deal of 

ground ina naw fi eld, i. e. monographs in sari es. Also thi sis just 

like an ocean, very vast indeed. 

special Problems Presented by Indian Languages 

Words in Indian languages such as Hindi bring in their own problems. 

The situation gets worsa when the -Printer's Davil plays its own mischief 

and adds to the problams already existing. 

We came across an entry reading: 

Ved Vigain. 
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But for the typing error. it would have read: 

Ved Vigian 

The periodical publication had originated in the Land of the Five 

Rivers. the Punjab. If it had originated in Maharashtra or Gujarat. it 

would have been spelled as "Vidnyana." There. it might have also been 

rendered as "Vignan!" But thea Hindi word. rendered systematically. 

would be spelled in English alphabet only as "Vijnana. 

We found another title reading: "Gain daan." We went back to the 

source. It read: "Gian daan." Rendered correctly it would have been 

spelled as "Jnanadana." So from "Gain daan" we had to reach "Jnanadana" 

(gift of learning). Such examples can be cited ad infinitum. 

Readers of SSDC series of union catalogs are well familiar with 

their specific style of rendering. which is negative! These catalogs 

use no transliteration at all! For example. on page 386 of UCD. we find 

the following entry: 

Prajna; Banaras Hindu University Journal. 

In the absence of any diacritical marks. it is difficult to say 

whether the ori gi nal reads: Prajna or Prajna. Many problems of 

transliteration still remain unresolved in the absencea of the original. 

UCD lists one PP: 

Vyapar Chinha Patrika 

~ 

Trade Marks Journal 

Of course. the UCD does not give any diacritical marks. The word 

"chinha" is wrong. unless the original reads like this. Even then the 

cataloger has to draw thi s fact to the attenti on of the users. If the 

word means "marks" it is "cihna" and not "chinha." Surprisingly enough 

even the AL says: Cinha! This issue can be resolved only if we have the 

original or write to the publisher. The problem of transliteration and 

diacritical marks cannot be discussed herea properly. because our 

computer system does not provi de the faci Ii ty of di acri ti cal marks. 

This phenomenon lends reality to the discussion! 

One may find in a popular novel a word like "Pragya" or "Pradnya." 

because it is written the way it is pronounced by a group of people. But 

when we write 'prajna,' in a scientific. systematic. scholarly work, i.e 
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try to use the specific letters intended to render the word in its most 

systematic and scientific form, we cannot do away with the diacritical 

marks. Al puts "Prajna" in Roman script, while putting the (prajna) in 

Devanagari script. 

Here is an lC entry containing the needed diacritical marks l , but 

not the definite date of commencement: 

Prajna <Prajna in Devanagari> 

<Varanasi> 

v. 25cm. semiannual 

Began publication in 1955? cf. Hew serial titles, 1964 

Journal of Banaras Hindu University. 

English or Hindi 

I. Hindu University, Benares, India. 

Title transliterated: Prajna. 

AS471.P7 

Pl480:I-E-H-13 

The only way to solve all such problems in transliteration, to 

veri fy the date of commencement, and to resolve the confl i cts ina 

positive way is to examine the original. But we do not have it. We try 

to locate vol. 1 in some library and then write to it. For example, we 

wrote to Delhi School of Economics for the AICC Economic Review and got 

the answer. The University of Toronto (Ont.) has vol. 1 of Prajna. We 

could write to them if we have time, money, and other material 

resources. We don't lack intellectual resources! We know what to do 

and how to do. But, in the absence of the necessary resources, we try 

to visualize the correct and original form of a word as far as the 

problem of transli terat i on is concerned and try to transl iterate it 

following the international standards. We make the best of the worst 

situation. 

1 We would like to stress the point for clarification and avoidance of 

misunderstanding that the lC entry does have the needed diacritical 

marks and even the title in Devanagari script. 
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We ara remi nded here of an event that occurred more than three 

decades ago--in 1951 to be exact. I had just begun my assignment in 

the Library of Congress as the Consultant to the South Asia Section, 

Orientalia Division. There was a lady librarian who had been a 

cataloger of South Asia publications for decadas. Then there was a 

young scholar who had just fi ni shed hi s doctoral work at the 

University of Pennsylvania, Department of South Asia Regional Studies, 

and had yet to write his dissertation. He was a promising pundit of 

Sanskrit and other classical languages. 

We were discussing the problems of transliteration of the words 

in Indian languages, wherein many a time the pronounced word slightly 

di ffers from the wri tten word. For example, the word "badalata" is 

pronounced as "badalta." The question was: Which form should be 

represented in catalog entries? 

My immediate and straight answer was: "Of course, the written 

form. We are transliterating a written word; not the spoken word. 

So we must represent what is wri tten, and not how it is spoken. We 

have to follow the orthography and not merely the sound, phoneti cs. 

Where there is a confl i ct between what is spoken and what is 

written, we have to follow the lattar and not the former." 

The lady-librarian was highly pleased. She said: "For the first 

time I have heard a cogent reason in support of PERFECT 

transliteration. Al of my doubts have baen removad." 

Many more examples can be given from Indian sources. PiH puts 

"Raswanti." This is total mis-representation of fact and 

complete distortion of truth. This name can be rendered only 

as "Rasavanti." (We are sorry, we have no provision of diacritical marks 

in this computer print out). 

Another example may be cited from PiI-75: Surangana. Is it 

Surangana? or Surangana? or Surangana? 

We cannot get any sense without 

vividly demonstrated here. So PiH, 

totally fail us. 

full diacritical marks, as is 

PiI, SSDC--§1l Indian sources 

The question is: If the librarian-scholars of India themselves won't 

represent their languages properly, who would do this! 
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I beli eve they are not to be blamed exclusi vely. It is thei r 

"Mash!rs," the British, who misguided them. Here is what a great 

American Indologist, W. Horman Brown said with regard to the British 

system of education in India: 1 

The neglect of the 

thought, art was a great 

traditional languages, 

di sadvantage to Indi a. 

literature, 

Students 

received no introduction to their own cultural heritage, and 

the English cultural material which they were offered was so 

remote from their experience that they 

and profi t from it. They came out 

impoverished. 

could not 

of college 

understand 

culturally 

Thomas Babington Lord Macaulay wanted to "create a class of persons, 

Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in 

morals, and in intellect." (Minutes (1835): 16) His prophecy and 

prediction came true, and the British did succeed in creating such a 

class of Indians. 

The story goes that a great Indi an wri ter was once vi si ti ng the 

British Museum. He had written many books, yet he did not find even a 

single in its Catalog! He was sad. He was depressed. He was angry. 

He went to the librarian and complained: "Why, you don't have even a 

single book by me? What kind of library do you have?" The librarian 

took it very calmly and quietly. He asked the writer to write his name. 

The writer wrote his name (in English) in a distorted way! The 

librarian asked him to write not in English but in his own language. 

The library had many books by him! The writer wanted to know the 

secret. The librarian said: "You may distort your own name, but we go 

to your original. Hz 

It is said that in the decadent society of British India, many 

teachers from England and the Indian alumni of British schools used to 

force thei r Indi an wards (students) to wri te thei r names the way it 

1 W. Horman Brown. The United States and India and Pakistan (Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 1955): 48-49. 

Z As an example. we could cite "Beni Pershad," an aberration of 

"Veniprasada." 
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suited them (the teachers) not the way their forefathers had taught 

them! The holy sweet ci ty of Lord Kri shna had become "Muttra" whi ch 

reminds us of something which we would not even put in writing if we 

want to keep our decency alive! Fortunately Independent India has again 

made it "Mathura." This was an aside! 

Before we leave this topic we would like to say a word with regard 

to the pol i cy of Indi a's Nat i onal Library, Calcutta. Even today the 

Indian National Bibliography provides diacritical marks only where it 

regards them as "necessary." So "vanmaya" is rendered as "vanmay." The 

last syllables could very well be confused with the month of May! 

Canons of catalog;ng 

There are certai n "Canons of Catalogi ng" that must be observed in 

cataloging any periodical publication. And we do try to observe them. 

The first is the "Canon of context." This canon prescribes that 

each item of information appearing in any field subsequent to the first 

one (i. e. the Head i ng) i s to be interpreted in the context of what 

appears in the first field. i.e. what is at the very top (head) or 

beginning. 

The second canon is called the "Canon of currency". It demands that 

the main entry or heading should use the current or the latest name of 

an author. corporate body. or periodical publication. Other names will 

receive cross reference entries to satisfy the varying needs of the 

var i ous users of the 1 i st, who may approach it through the names not 

current. or not preferred by the compi ler under the command of thi s 

canon. 

Another canon. the "Canon of consi stency" di ctates that we must 

observe absolute consistency. if we want to avoid chaos. and if we don't 

want to create unnecessary problems for our users. 

staff 

Two librarians and one typist were added to the staff during the 

period under report. One librarian left us at the end of March. This 

was a great loss. 

quite high. 

Our investment in terms of the salary is runn i ng 
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Visitors Provide Inspiration 

Shri Narinder Agarwal, Librarian, South and Wast Asia Library, 

University of Illinois, Urbana, on a visit to India in search of 

material for his "English Writings in South Asia" came and saw our TULIP 

Workshop. He was simply amazed when he saw the large number of our 

staff and was further pleased to see the nature and extent of our work. 

We have had many visitors from other countries such as Great Britain, 

Germany, and Denmark. They inspired us by their encouraging words. 

Many Mysorian scholars frequently visiting the Library of the 

University of Mysore have come to me and openly acknowledged that they 

have seldom seen such hard-working people as our staff are. 

to them, our work has ins pired them! 

A Passing Remark 

According 

I have not yet mada any systematic analysis in terms of counting the 

number of periodical publications originating from a particular place, 

but it seems more publications come out of Jaipur than any other city of 

comparable size . Of course, Delhi, Bombay, and Madras are different . 

They are metropolitan cities and form a separate class . 

Accessions List. India 

An American librarian may derive satisfaction in the feeling that 

the most exhaustive, current, and helpful list of Indian periodical 

publications, issued in India today, is prepared and published by an 

American organization, viz . the Office of the Library of Congress in New 

Delh, formerly called the American Libraries Book Procurement Center. 

On 20 March 1979 I wrote to Mr. Jerry R. James, the Director of the 

above Office: 

The lack of reference resources here really impedes my 

progress. Having developed a very extensive collection of 

South Asi an reference works in my Library duri ng the past 

thirteen years, I feel in Mysore like a fish out of water. 

I had to bring my own sets of NST, ULS, and your ALC76. 

You will be pleased to know that your AL is tha most 

extensivelY used reference sou rca here in our project! I have 
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collQctQd four 5QtS of your 1976 cumulation (onQ kindly IQnt 

by you), but still thQY prOVQ inadQquatQ, bQcausQ WQ are now 

tQn! 

Mysore 

April 15, 1979 
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PART III: F;nal Report1 

The Problem 

In my previous report I had stated that it was necessary for me not 

only to collect the data but also to organize them in a systematic 

manner so that duplication could be avoided and consistency as well as 

uniformity secured to the extent it was possible. This additional work 

put a tremendous pressure on my team. However. this was not the end of 

our problems. There was the question of security and safety of the 

extensi ve research data collected over a long peri od. The completed 

data sheets totalled fifteen thousand. The twenty thousand cards 

collected over a period of six years were discarded one by one as the 

data on them were transferred onto the data sheets following the 

prescri bed method. Consequently. these data sheets remai ned the only 

record available to us. 

These data sheets had to be transported ultimately from India to the 

U.S.A. by ship. What would happen to the TULIP research project if the 

entire shipment was lost in transit! Even the idea was benumbing!! Hot 

even a heavy insurance could bring the data back if once lost. And in 

India no insurance company was willing to take the risk on a commodity 

the value of whi ch could not be ascerta i ned in terms of rupees and 

paise! To me the data were valued at least $50.000. To the company it 

meant nothing! 

Alternat;ves 

Originally I had planned to bring a portable microfilm camera and 

use it for collecting data from various libraries in India. But the 

plan could not be implemented due to administrative and other reasons. 

In order to secure the safety of the total collection--so I thought--I 

could get the entire record microfilmed. although this would have merely 

secured its safety. It could not have solved the total problem because 

it was essential for me to carry the entire collection of data from 

1 Submitted to the AilS in August 1979. 
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library to library in order to correct and complete the information 

already recorded and to collect additional information if available. 

I made inquiries with the only microfilming agency available in 

Mysore--the Oriental Institute library--which had an improvised 

microfilm camera and could microfilm the data collection for me. But 

the charges quoted by them were extremely high--almost twenty thousand 

rupees! I could not afford. 

The Solut;on 

The only alternative then left for me was to get the entire data 

copied by means of typewriters. There was an additional advantage. In 

my previous report I had mentioned my original plan to have my own car 

and to carry the entire collection from library to library in it. But I 

could not do it. Then I consul ted a car rental agency in Mysore to 

ascertain if it were possible to rent a car for about three months. The 

price, approximately Rs.6000/- per month, was once again beyond my 

means. If I had to carry the information already collected to the 

libraries, there was no alternative but to transform it into a condensed 

form. Each data sheet consisted of four pages of good quality paper and 

the total weight exceeded one thousand kilograms. 

The prototype1 

Thus there was no choi ce but to get all the data typed. We 

accomplished this stupendous task in a short period of five weeks only. 

Four typi sts worked conti nuously for the enti re peri od and produced 

almost one thousand pages, typed solidly, single-spaced, with 

practi cally no margi ns, reproduci ng the anti re data relati ve to ten 

thousand titles. Titles of marginal value were eliminated; and so were 

eliminated those which were found inadequate or incomplete in terms of 

1 The word "prototype" does not fully express the significance. There 

is a saying in Hindi, 

Entire Ocean in a Jar." 

be a better choice. 

worded as "Gagara mem sagara", meani ng "The 

This is what we mean here! "Epitome" would 
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the required essential details. Also were taken out all the data sheets 

on "Monographs in Series," numbering about four thousand. 

These one thousand sheets, beautifully bound in three large volumes, 

are now valued at approximately $50,000. It may be interesting to 

observe that during my entire trip in and through India lasting two 

months, I never allowed these volumes to go out of my sight. I carried 

them on my shoulders from place to place. 

during the flights! 

Good Bye, Hysore 

They were never checked in 

The summer is the worst part of the year in Indi a for travel. 

However, we had no choice. Originally, I had planned to visit libraries 

and to collect the data throughout the year of my stay there. However, 

the atmosphere in Mysore was so enchanting, invigorating, promising, and 

productive, and the facilities provided by the Librarian of the Mysore 

University Library were so great, that I decided to stay there as long 

as it was possible; and now I can say that I was right. The work which 

the TULIP team accomplished in a short period of eight months would have 

taken at least 24 months had it been a regular operation in an 

institution. The team had acquired a kind of missionary zeal. Truly it 

is said: "Enthusiasm is contagious." They wanted to make this project 

a success. It was not merely a job for them. It was a challenge and 

they met it quite well. 

Quest for Cooperat;on 

Little time was left for me before I was required to return to the 

U.S.A. and to my library. The duration of the AIlS grant was only a 

yea r. And 50 wa s that of my sabbat i ca 1 1 eave. I had to cover the 

South, East, Horth, and West, all the four regions of India, in a short 

period of less than three months. It would be impracticable even to 

think that I could stay in one particular library long enough to cover 

its total collection. And each city in India which I visited had more 

than one library, with collections 50 extensive and valuable that each 

might have kept me engaged for six to eight months. What I here mean by 

"cover" is to catalog fully their collection of the titles that fell in 
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my field of interest. Yes, we have to catalog their collection 

accordi ng to our own standards, si nce they have not cataloged thei r 

collections the way we want, in full details. It is but natural. Our 

respective objectives differ. They have the collections in the library 

whi ch thei r readers can di rectly consult, whi Ie we want to have a 

complete picture of their collections right between the covers of TULIP! 

They can be brief, very brief, but we have to be exhaustive and 

detailed. 

Under the ci rcumstances, the maxi mum I could accompl ish was to 

exami ne thei r collecti ons and to establ ish personal contacts wi th the 

1 i brari ans so that they are made aware of the value of my project. 

After all, so I thought, what I am preparing is only a systematic and 

comprehensive list of Indian periodical publications in the humanities 

and social sciences. This work could be as much theirs as it is ours. 

And the librarians of India whom I met during my all-India study tour 

were able to realize this fact. They have promised full cooperation in 

the future. This was the greatest gain. 

study Tour 

l'Iadras 

The TULIP Office in Mysore was closed on 19 May 1979. The fi rst 

1 i brary centre I vi si ted was Madras. I stayed there for about twelve 

days and worked in the Library of the University of Madras as well as 

the Connemara Public Library, which is now the State Central Library, 

and which houses one of the most valuable collections in India. My job 

was to examine the collections of periodical publications and to enrich 

my records of TULIP. 

The strength of a chain is determined by its weakest link. And so 

is the authenticity of a union catalog of periodical publications 

determined by its weakest constituent element. It is relative. TULIP 

can be authenti c only to the extent the i ndi vi dual catalogues or the 

records of - libraries incorporated in it (TULIP) are authentic. As an 

example, I can cite a periodical publication entitled the Journal of the 

Anthropological Society of Bombay. 
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TULIP record contains the following data: 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL Society of Bombay (01) / Journal. v. 1-15 

(6), 1886-1936 (UCM) (02.1) / nsv 1- 1946- (02.91) / 

Bombay (04) /f(13) / Suspended with v. 14(2), 1972(16) / 

52-35875 (33) / AL 76:1 (34.2) / UCM (34.3) / PL 480: 

v. 11(1), 1959- (36). 

There was a confl i ct. The pri nted catalog of the Connemara Publ i c 

Library stated that the journal started in 1901. Our source said that 

it started in 1886. It was necessary to resolve the conflict. I went 

to the stacks and examined the journal set. Volume one was no doubt 

publ i shed in 1901, but it conta i ned the mi nutes of the proceedi ngs of 

the meeti ngs held in 1886! So both the dates were ri ght. What our 

source had taken was the year covered, what they had taken was the year 

of publication. But their catalogue did not mention this fact. With 

all due respect to the cataloger of this Library, we can safely say that 

he di d not do a complete job. After the Soci ety had completed fi fty 

years of its existence, that is in 1936, it published a cumulative index 

to the previous fifty volumes. This year (1936) was also their Golden 

Jubilee year. The date of commencement of the periodical publication 

can be only 1886 and not 1901 also because the Index to the Journal for 

the years 1886-1936 clearly puts 1886 as the beginning year. That was 

the intention of the publishers as well. This case gives an idea of our 

problems and how they were resolved. 

The Preface to the "Index" says: 

The Society was founded on the 7th April, 1886 .•.. lt holds 

a meet i ng every month in the Bombay Branch, Royal Asi at i c 

Society, Town Hall, Fort Bombay, where papers are read and 

discussed, and it publishes a journal twice a year. It has 

published 119 numbers during the past fifty years. 

The individual volumes available in the stacks yielded the following 

information: 

Volumes 1-3 were published in 1901 

Volume 4 covered the years 1895 through 1899. All these were 
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published without any imprint date. 

Volume 5 covered the years 1899 <!>-1901, with no imprint date. 

Volume 6 (earlier pages missing) contains nos. 1-8. 

Volume 7 covers the years 1904 to 1907, with no imprint date. 

Volume 8 covers 1907-1909. 

Volume 9 covers 1910 to 1912, with no imprint date. 

Volume 10 covers 1913-16, published in 1917 . 

Volume 11 covers 1917-20 (June) published in 1921. 

Volume 12 covers nos. 1-8,1920 (July), 1921-1923--T.P. missing. 

Volume 13 covers 1924, published in 1925 . 

Volume 14--1927-28, published in 1928. 

Volume 15--1932, published in 1932. 

Volume 15, no. 7, 1936-37, published in 1940. 

In 1946 the journal started a new series beginning with v. 1, no.l, 

that is, the publication was resumed after a lapse of six years. The 

last issue published in 1940 was no. 7 of vol. 15. The size and number 

of pages are very much reduced. V. 2, no. 1, 1947. 

There is a gap. V.7, no. 1, March 1953. 

V.3, no. 1, 1949. 

The above record prepared from the holdings of the Library cannot be 

the final word on the subject. It is not based on any of thei r 

permanent records, such as the Accessions Register, or Shelf List. It 

is constructed from what I found on the shelves. Now, many volumes 

could be "out" or "misshelved" or "lost." Recently, I saw the published 

Catalogue of the Bombay University Library. It says that volume one of 

the journal in reference was published in 1886. This Library has volume 

15, no. 7 of which is dated 1940. The new series was started in 1946. 

But this record does not tell us whether the publication has ceased or 

is still continuing. The Accessions 1iA! of the PL 480 (now LC Special 

Foreign Currency) Program tells us that their SUbscription started with 

no. 1 of v. 11, dated 1959. The only way to ascertain whether the 

periodical is still current or not is to write to the publishers, if at 

all we can locate their address and if they are still in business. 

Similar situation prevails in many other libraries I visited. Let 

us take another important 1 i brary in the South. They have a title: 

Archaeological Survey Rf India, <Reports> New imperial series. Their 
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holdings begin with vol. 6! Then vols. 13-14 are mi ssi ng. Volumes 

26-27 missing. So their set is not at all complete. 

Here is another title: Archaeological Survey of India, Memoirs. 

They have vols. 1-24, 26-35, 37-45. The last volume, i.e. 45th (held by 

them) is dated 1932. So this set too is not at all complete. They have 

no reference service. They don't have any ver i f -l abl e or authentic 

official record of their holdings of back volumes of periodical 

publications. 

An honest and frank librarian of one of the most prestigious 

libraries in India told me that their growth had been simply 

quantitative; and not at all qualitative . He said: "If we have volume 

one and three, and don't have volume two, nobody has bothered to look 

into it and inquired: 'Why we don't have volume two?' We have neyer 

tried to build the collection. We have just added volumes to our 

Library." 

One of the richest libraries I could not explore (due to lack of 

time in Madras) is the Library of the Historical Research and Archives 

Department. It is located in front of the Egmore Railway Station in a 

beautiful, imposing building. The Offi cer-i n-Charge of the Library 

knows his job as we~l as his collection, which is not yet fully 

catalogued. The Library is more than 100 years old and contains many 

sets of seri als whi ch any major library in the world would love to 

possess. Before leaving Madras I explored the possibilities of 

conti nui ng thi s work on a long-term basi s, provi ded the funds were 

secured. The response was favorable. I left Madras with the hope that 

some day in the future I would be able to come back, or depute one of my 

colleagues, who would continue the work I had initiated. 

Hyderabad 

My next stop was Hyderabad. The librarian there had studied at the 

Graduate Department of Library Science of the University of Delhi where 

I had the privilege of teaching. Here in Hyderabad the librarians have 

a professional group called the "Academy of Library Science and 

Documentation." They invited me to deliver a talk. My topic was: "Why 

I am back to my homeland?" This gave me an excellent opportunity to 
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present my ideas on the subject to a learned audience and to have their 

reactions. After the talk was over, there were searching questions from 

the group. I answered to their satisfaction. As a result, I found that 

the theory I have been propoundi ng about the uni on catalog is sound, 

that is, the union catalog is a catalog of catalogs. It is not merely a 

combined list. It is a UNIFIED catalog. It must give complete 

biographical and bibliographical data of a periodical publication before 

the holdings of libraries are listed. Subsequently, I met a specialist 

in INSDOC. He has been working with union catalogs for the last twenty 

years. When I explained to him my approach toward the union catalog, he 

approved it and sai d: "You are combi ni ng the features of a di rectory 

with those of a union catalog." And he put it exactly what I am doing. 

My union catalog is not merely a list; it gives all the information 

regarding the present as well as the past of a given title before it 

presents the details of its holdings. 

In my first report I had mentioned that CASSI is the best union 

catalog I have ever seen. Thi s head of the INSDOC Uni on Catalog 

Division agreed with me. The latest volume of the CASSI was already on 

his desk, right near him. He took it out and said with gratitude: 

"Tell them (in the USA) that we are using it constantly." I left INSDOC 

with my theory having been further strengthened. 

Another university library I visited in the central south has no 

separate record of their holdings in the periodicals section or anywhere 

else. They have only a typed (and very much disorgani zed) list of 

current ti tIes. Thei r General Catalogue, in many cases, does not even 

have the speci fi cat i on of the place of publ1 cat ion. Under the common 

heading of "Periodicals" (in the subject part) they have listed all the 

periodicals, but these cards represent added entries only and 50 

naturally they are very brief indeed. One has to go to the main entry 

to get further detai Is. Even the mai n entry is sometimes very meager. 

Of course, these added entry cards have the call numbers, but they can 

be only a means to locate the journal on the shelf and nothing else. 

For example, ti tIes such as the Accountant and Accountants Journal, 

without the mention of the place of pUblication, did not provide enough 
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I could not decide 

It i5 interesting to note that a5 soon as I entered the Periodicals 

Section, I asked the Librarian-in-charge: "Do you have ~ list of 

periodicals in your Library?" He brought to me the latest edition of 

Ulrich's Internation~l Periodicals Directory! 

necessary. 

No further comments are 

Hyderab~d did not offer much. However, I was ~ble to get ~ copy of 

a list of Hindi periodicals I had been searching for quite some time 

past. It was prepared by one Mr. Bankat Lal Ojh~, a pioneer in the 

fi eld of bi bli ography of Hi ndi peri odi cals. Ojha ha5 collected more 

than three thousand rare first issues (i .e. volume 1, no.l) of Hindi 

newspapers and journals. Hi s collecti on is valuable and should be ~ 

major source of information for any historiographer of Hindi journalism. 

Unfortunately, I could not meet him. But the list which he had 

published was available in the Library of Osmania University. Through 

the kind courtesy of its Librarian, I was immediately able to get a 

photocopy made. Here are its bibliographical details: 

Hindi Samacarapatra Suci, 1826-1925, Vol . 1 

(Bibliography of Hindi newspapers). Sampadaka 

Bankatal~la Ojha. Haidarabad~ Dakshin~, Hindi 

Samacarapatr~ Sangrahal~ya, 1950 <27> 81 p. 

This is a unique work. It covers the period from 1826 to 1925 and 

presents bibliographical details of some 2,000 newspapers ~nd magazines 

under the following heads: Title, size in inches, place of pUblication, 

~nnual subscription, price of one issue, name of the editor, publisher, 

year of commencement, year of cess~tion (if ceased), language if other 

th~n Hindi, number of copies printed, ~nd any other useful information. 

All of Ojha's bibliophilic activities have been private and 

personal. They ~re not institutionalized. I don't know if his 

collection is still intact ~nd to whom it would pass on. Leading Hindi 

lovers ~nd patri ots have acknowledged the value of the work Ojh~ has 

done and have paid him glorious tributes. Ojh~ had pl~ns to publish a 
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"Directory of Hindi Newspapers" on a regular basis, but I don't think it 

was ever published . 1 

Calcutta 

Our next stop was Calcutta. The Nati onal library, Calcutta, is of 

course the National library of India. I had heard about it. I had read 

about it. I had also visited it once. But I .had never seen its 

collections closely, and therefore, I had never realized thei r full 

value. It is certainly one of the best libraries in the world as far as 

Indian publications are concerned. I met its present Director, 

Professor A. K. Das Gupta. He was quite impressed with my work and 

promised to provide full facilities. I spent fourteen days in Calcutta, 

most of them in thi s library. Here agai n my time was 1 i mi ted and the 

work was unlimited. The head of the Periodicals Division also was v~ry 

helpful. He promised full co-operation on continuous basis. 

Both CNlC (SSDC) and the INSDOC catalogues of the National library 

were prepared by the local librarians, commissioned for this special 

assignment, under the sponsorship of the Bengal library Association and 

the Indi an 

CIASLIC)' 

bodies . 

Association of Special libraries and Information Centres 

Payment was made by the SSDC and INSDOC, the two sponsoring 

It was extremely hot in Calcutta. And there were the frequent power 

fai lures. It was not possi ble to accompl ish much under such adverse 

circumstances. 

The National library has a card catalog marked "Alphabetical list of 

Unprocessed and Unbound Peri odi cals (i n European languages). Ti ties 

only. Available in loose issues on requisition by titles." Many of 

these have been acquired under the "Delivery of Books Act." The catalog 

also contains foreign titles as well as subscriptions. I used it, but 

only a fraction of it. 

This library has a good collection of Hindi periodicals. I got its 

entire card file copied by a typist, of course, on payment. Also, I was 

able to locate another valuable pUblication listing Hindi periodicals. 

It was the work of my former colleague, Shri Akhil Vinay. I got the 

1 Yes, it was published. MlN 8/24/80 
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book xeroxed at the National Library. 

the lists copied in Calcutta provide 

periodicals published in India. 

The work copied at Osmania and 

an extensi ve coverage of Hi ndi 

Varanas; v;a Kathmandu 

From Calcutta we went to Kathmandu, Nepal, and thence to Varanasi. 

The Banaras Hindu University Library had little to offer. There was 

hardly anything spectacular. Their catalog, even the main one, is very 

sketchy. Ranganathan' s Classi fi ed Catalogue Code prescri bes that the 

year of commencement of a periodical publication shall be given. But 

here it is a pure guess work. For example, v.7 = 1957. So v.1 = 1950! 

That is how their logic works. But this is not correct. We don't have 

to deduct "7," but only ' "6." We have to count 1951 onwards. In some 

cases they have given full reprensentation, e.g. N52; but in many ca~es 

on I y N5, and in some ca ses s i mpl y N! They have made no attempt 

whatsoever to go beyond what they had . in hand. They never tried to find 

the year of commencement. 

Under the same law, no imprint is to be given. So our search for 

the imprint would be in vain as far as the libraries such as BHU are 

concerned. We have to go to the stacks and exami ne the volumes 

physically. But the heat and dust are awful. Soma of these stacks are 

quite dark and dingy. I am not talking especially of the BHU library. 

Conditions of working in the stacks are generally not good anywhere, 

aspecially during the hot summer months. I wish I had reversed the 

time-table, i.a. visited the libraries during the winter and worked at 

tha desk in Mysore during tha summer months! 

To come back to the usefulness or otherwi se of the catalogs of 

libraries such as BHU: They have givan no data, practically nothing. 

In fact the Periodicals Section of tha Acquisitions Department is much 

more useful, becausQ it has better records. But they relate mostly to 

the subscription of current periodical publications. Still these 

records are useful to a greater extent. For example, I was shown a 

letter from the Gandhian Institute of Studies, Varanasi, dated Feb. 26, 

1979. It stated: 

Re: Interdiscipline 

Publication had to be suspended after Y. 12, 1975. 
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And in its place another journal entitled Gandhian 

perspectives is being published since 1978. Ann. 

sub. Rs. 24/-. 

One Reader's Adviser at the BHU Library recommended that in order to 

get the information on the date of commencement of a particular 

periodical publication. even of Indian origin. one should consult 

Ulrich's. No further comments are necessary. 

One of our greatest needs is to ascertain the date of commencement 

of a periodical publication. The Bharatiya Kala Bhavan (=Indian Art 

Centre) of the Banaras Hindu University has a unique collection of the 

first issues of a great many periodicals published in India. The 

collection has not yet been cataloged. It contains primarily 

publications in Hindi. but there are other languages. too. includjng 

Engl ish. The Di rector of the Centre promi sed full cooperati on and 

agreed to get his collection cataloged following our standards if some 

funds were made available. 

the 

I also visited the Nagari Pracarini 

most potent organization for the 

Sabha. the oldest and probably 

propagation of Hindi. This 

institution has rendered more service to the cause of India's national 

language than any other single institution in India. It has a very fine 

library of Hindi publications. probably the largest one in India. One 

can find complete runs of many Hindi periodicals in this Library. Here 

again the Director assured me that he would be happy to lend his support 

for any project of mutual interest. It is possible. for example. to get 

the entire set of the Nagaripracarini patrika microfilmed in cooperation 

with this Library. 

The capital of India 

The last place I vi si ted was Delhi. the capi tal of Indi a. And 

undoubtedly it is now one of the greatest capi tals of the world of 

learning. How earnestly I wish I had more time! Delhi can offer plenty 

of opportunities for the development and enrichment of TULIP. However. 

my time was limited. I worked in the Delhi University Library for 

several days and got my belief further strengthened that I must return 

to Indi a as soon as the ci rcumstances permi t. When I return. I should 

have my own conveyance (a car). a fully equipped microfilm camera. 
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plenty of raw microfilms, a good typewriter, and an efficient 

stenographer. I should be prepared to work continuously for a minimum 

of three years. Thi s wi 11 be the best way--rather, the only way--to 

complete the work of collecting the data which I have just begun. 

I returned to Columbia, Missouri on 26 July 1979. 

To Sum YI! 

A team of ten professional librarians and library assistants worked 

continuously for eight months, my wife and I working more than ten hours 

a day, seven days a week, with no holiday or respite whatsoever. It was 

an extensive operation, involving a substantial financial investment in 

terms of Indian economy. The AIlS had very generously provided me with 

Rs. 23,000 for travel and research assistance. And my University had 

granted me a sum of Rs. 26,000 in U.S. dollars. Thus we invested a 

total of Rs. 49,000 just in professional assistance. The results 

achieved fully satisfied us and provided absolute justification for this 

huge investment of time and money. We used more than forty un ion 

catalogs and other sources to collect the data. 

As I said, I had employed four professional librarians and four 

experienced typists. Now this entire team of ten could not be taken to 

all the major libraries in such a vast country as India is. And there 

was the problem of offi ce space, boardi ng and lodgi ng, equi pment and 

furniture. Not all the libraries in India would have provided the kind 

of facilities Mysore University Library had done. We did the best we 

could do under the ci rcumstances. My ori gi nal plan of personally 

visiting all the libraries and collecting the data from each one of them 

would have probably taken me several years! 

Even if I had taken along with me the entire team to all the major 

libraries in India, may be the total work might have been accomplished 

in eight months, but the total cost would have been at least eight lakhs 

of rupees. Where was such a huge amount, and who would have given it? 

LOok;ng Forward 

The work accomplished so far leads us to some natural questions--

Where do we go from here? What should be our next step to achieve in 
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full the objective of collecting exhaustive data from all the major 

libraries in India, to supplement and enrich what we have already 

collected, and to solve the problems that are still baffling us? 

I have been giving serious thought to the above questions for some 

time past and have come to the following conclusion. I had stated in my 

earlier report that the most authentic, systematic, comprehensive, and 

current list of Indian publications, both monographs and serials, is the 

Accessions list prepared and published by the Library of Congress Office 

in New Delhi. However, it cannot cover all that India publishes. And 

India publishes quite a lot. Also, there is a time lag between the 

publishing of the first issue of a journal and its listing in the 

Accessi ons 1 i st. The LC. Offi ce has to acqu ire a publ i cat i on before it 

can be accessi oned. And above all, it is merely a "L i st" and not a 

"Catalog!" 

The National Library, Calcutta, on the other hand, gets most of the 

Indian publications under the "Delivery of Books Act!" In India there 

are one or two other libraries too which receive extensive collections 

of Indian periodical publications, but thesQ libraries are less 

equipped. Of course, it is left to the publisher whether he sends his 

publication to the National Library or not. Generally speaking, he does 

not see any tangible reward, because it is not regularly (or invariably) 

listed anywhere by the National Library or any other organization. 

Nevertheless, the National Library does get such publications, though 

their intake, let it be reiterated, is not truly exhaustive or 

comprehensive . Parenthetically it might be added that if the current 

publications are regularly ( and invariably) listed in a bibliography, 

the publishers might feel encouraged to send their first issues, with 

the result that the coverage might become wider. The Head of 

Acquisitions Division at the National Library has promised cooperation 

on continuous basis. 

Indo-American Library Cooperation 

It is hoped that TULIP can be kept up-to-date and current if some 

funds are made available to the National Library informally and 
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continuously. Here is a field for close cooperation between India and 

America in the field of bibliographical control. 

As far as the work on retrospecti ve basi sis concerned. the lC 

Office in New Delhi can do nothing under the present law. However. this 

too could be done. and also qui te successfully. through Indo-Ameri can 

library cooperation if we want to enrich our American libraries with the 

past embodi ments of knowledge of Indi a and try to fi 11 in the gaps in 

our library holdings. We must cooperate. The library of Congress 

Office in New Delhi began its Accessions list only in 1962. Any 

publication prior to this date cannot be covered by Al. For the earlier 

publications--for the acquisition. or merely their knowledge we have to 

make speci al efforts as shown in the seri es of my reports. The case of 

the Arya discussed earlier provides enough justification for continuing 

the work I have brought to this advanced stage. 

Columbia. MO 

1 August 1979. 
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TOILING TO CULTIVATE TULIP 

The Work is continued 

The preceding series of reports presents a vivid picture of the 

problems encountered in prepari ng a uni on 1 i st of 

publications. It demonstrates that a good deal of . time, 

periodical 

money, and 

energy is needed just to collect the data. 

the basic and fundamental work. Such data 

However, this happens to be 

can very well become the 

strong and permanent foundat ions on whi ch the futura edi fi ce of any 

Union List can be erected. These can serve as the warp and woof of any 

fabric of tha union list which could ba woven at any future data. Onca 

these data are collected and organizad, thay ara bound to remain thera 

forever to serve the futura generations of scholars and librarians. 

They will ba useful as long as the periodical publications themselves 

will have any research value and will be needed for consultation. 1 Wa 

hava also saen how tha problems can be solved--what has baan 

accomplishad so far and how much work still remains to ba dona. 

Hera ara soma specimens from tha "Master List": 

specimens of TULIP Entries 

Master li st 

<REVISED VERSION> 

BRAHMA sewak. v.1- 1972- (02.1)--Yamuna <na>gar (04)--Bhisham Dutt 

Bakshi (OS)--714 Model Colony (08.2)--Rs.6.00 p.a. (09)--m (13)--Hindi 

(14)--Sama as OS (24.1)--Misc. community journal (30)--PiI7S (34.2) 

BRAHMACHARIN; (02.1)--a monthly magazina devotad to Hindu social, 

religious, and moral raforms, containing original articlas on religion, 

philosophy, literatura, science, art, etc. of modarn and anciant India. 

v.1- Mar. 1900- (02.2)--Jassora (04)--Publication ceased? (07)-

v.1-8(3/4); Mar. 1900-Mar./Apr. 1907 (1S)--ULS (34.2)--IOL UCAP (34.3) 

1 This justifies tha sub-title of the prasent book: TEST: Tha Etarnal 

Saga of TULIP (Universal List of Indian Periodicals). 
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BRAHMAN gaurava. v.1- 1965- (02.1)--Agra (04)--Chagan lal Bhardwaj 

<PiI75> (05)--Moti Katra (08.2)--Rs.0.60<PiI75> (09)--some nos. issued 

combined (11.42)--m (13)--Hindi (14)--Some issues reported as not 

published (16)--Shambhu Nath Kaushal <PiI75> (24.1)--Religion and 

philosophy <PiI75> Hinduism (30)--72-903060 (33)--AlC76 (34.2) 

--PiI75 (34.3)--Pl480:v.8(1), May 1972- (36) 

BRAHMAVIDYA; (02.1)--The Adyar library bulletin. v.1- Feb. 17, 1937-

(02.2)--Title in Sanskrit precedes English title. On cover: Brahma

vidya. The Adyar library bulletin. v.18 called "New series" <NlC> 

(02.7)--Adyar library Association <NlC> (03.2)--Madras (04)--C. 

Subbarayudu; K. Ramanathan <PiI75>; Adyar library and Research Centre. 

Pub. for Theosophical Society, Madras <PiH> (05)--21cm. (11.1)--plates, 

facsims <HlC> (11.2)--ports. (11.3)--f (13)--quarterly: 1937-70 (13:4) 

--English, Sanskrit, German, French, Tamil <PiH> (14)--Dr. V. Raghavan 

<PiI75> (24.1)--Includes text and translations of manuscripts found in 

the library (25)--v.12 has one Diamond Jubilee suppl. <NlC> (26)--

cum. index every five years (28)--1. Theosophy--Periodicals (31.2)--1. 

Adyar library, Madras (31.3)--The Adyar library bulletin (31.4)--43-

26597 (33)--lC (34.2)--Al BUCOP IOl IPiP JAS NlC PiH UCD UCK UlS (34.3) 

--Pl480:v.26, pts.1/2, 1962- (36) 

BRAHMAVIDYA. v.1- 1948?- (02.1)--Kumbakonam (04)--Advaita Sabha (05)--

v.19=1966 (06.4)--q (13)--Sanskrit, Tamil or English (14)--Publication 

suspended (15)--Advaita Vedanta (30)--74-923273 (33)--AlC76 (34.2)-

Pl480:v.19, Jan./Mar. 1966-0ct./Dec. 1966 (36) 

BRAHMO public opinion. v.1- 1878- (02.1)--Calcutta (04)--Kalinath 

Dutt (05)--32.5cm.(11.1)--w (13)--Contains also the public opinion of 

the day on the Vernacular Press Act (25)--NlC (34.2) 

BRAJA bharati. (02,1)--Akhila Bharatiya Braja Sahitya Mandala (03.3)--

Mathura (04)--v.10=1942 <PiH> (06.4)--Hindi (14)--Publication suspended 

(16)--On Hindi literature (30)--72-906146 (33)--AlC78 (34.2)--PiH (34.3) 

--Pl480:v.26(10)-30(2); May/June 1972-Aug./Sept. 1976 (36) 
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BRAVADO. v.l- 1964- (02.1)--Jodhpur (04)--R.R.C. Bhandari (05)--Manak 

Chowk (08.2)--Rs.0.15 (09)--w (13)--English/Hindi (14)--Same as 05 

(24.1)--News and current affairs (30)--PiI75 (34.2)--IPiP (34.3) 

ECONOMIC review. v.I-21(14); 1949-70 (02.1)--1. AICC economic review 

(1949-70) <UCD>; 2. Fortnightly economic review (02 . 6)--Indian National 

Congress. All India Congress Committee (03.2)--Journal of the Economic 

and Political Research Dept, All India Congress Committee (03.4)--New 

Delhi (04)--Ceased <UCD> (07)--28-35cm. (11.1)--illus. (11.2)--ports. 

(11.3)--e (13)--v.5(6)- called also no.79- <NST> (19.3)--Political 

and economic review, Mar. 9, 1970 (23)--1. India--Economic conditions-

Periodicals (31.2)--1. Indian National Congress, All India Congress 

Committee, Economic and Political Research Dept. (31.3)--a) AICC 

economic review; b) Fortnightly economic review; c) Political and 

economic review (31.4)--HC431.E33 (32.1)--59-31481 (33)--LC (34.2)--

AL NST UCD (34.3)--PL480:v.13(14), Jan. 4, 1962- (36)--1948 (06) 

<MICH> Succeeded by: Political and economic review. 

POLITICAL and economic review. v.l- Mar. 9, 1970- (02.1)--Indian 

National Congress <NST> (03.2)--New Delhi (04)--7 Jantar Mantar Road 

(08.2)--110001 (08.4)--Delhi (08.6)--some issues combined (11.42)--

w (13)--Suspended (16)--Succeeds: Indian National Congress, All India 

Congress Committee, AICC economic review in Mar. 1970 <UCD> (20)-

Indian National Congress, All India Congress Committee, AICC economic 

review (31.5)--330 (32.2)--70-912897 (33)--ISSN 0001-1509 (33.91)--ALC 

76 (34.2)--IPiP NST PiH UCD (34.3)--PL480:v.I-3(43/45); Mar. 9, 1970-

May 1973 (36) 
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Work Sheet on the Economic Review 

The following worksheet provides some idea of the nature of our work 

and the complexities invovled in it. 

NLCC = National Library, Calcutta, Catalogue. It lists the title 

exactly as follows: 

AICC Economic review: fortnightly journal of the Economic and 

political research department of the All India Congress 

Committee, New Delhi. 

<19 

27cm. 

Fortni ghtlv. 

Hew Delhi, All India Congress Committee, 

It is to be noted that the NLCC does not try to go back and trace 

the history of a PP. No mention of the date of commencement,l change of 

title, or change of frequency. 

The typed card in the card catalog of the National Library has the 

same dates that are given in 1956 Catalog (printed) which I have used. 

However, it was published in 1956 . Further additions have been noted in 

the card catalog. For example, printed cat. stops with 1956, and says 

"In progress." Type~ card has the last entry (originally typed) as: v. 

14-18, 1962-67. 

comments on the Economic review by a staff member: 

FT (finally typed file) entry says v. 1-24 (4); 1949-70. 

but the UCD gives v. 1-21 (4)" 1949-70. Again there is 

inconsistency in the field 2.4 regarding the duration of the 

earlier title, i.e. 1949-70. FT entry says: "Absorbed by 

'Political and economic review'," but actually it should be 

"succeeded by" since it is the continuation of the same title 

with new volume-numbering. 

given in the field 31.4 in 

"Political and economic review" is 

FT entry. instead of 31.5 (~ 

1 It is pitiful that the National Library of India stops with the 

century! 
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also). For thi5 title there are three x-refs, all of them are 

wrong because the main entry is under "Economic review." 

1) Indian National Congress. All India Congress Committee 

a) Economic review 

b) AICC economic review 

c) Fortnightly economic review 

See AICC economic review. 

There is no x-ref from "AICC Economic review" to "Economic review." 

The above entry saY5: "Succeeded by Political and economic review on 

Mar. 2, 1970," but the latter title began on Mar. 9, 1970 <See the 

entry for "Political and economic review"> <n.l- Mar. 9, 1970> 

VIEWS AND REVIEWS 

A product of hard labor and unyielding perseverance cannot remain 

unnoticed. I returned to Columbia at the end of July 1979. My 

colleagues on the faculty of the University of Missouri and in its 

University library System saw our work, embodied in the three volumes 

described above. Here are some views and reviews: 

Charles G. Nauert 

Department of History 

143 Arts and Science Building 

University of Missouri - Columbia 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar 

1405 St. Christopher 

Columbia, Missouri 65201 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

29 August 1979 

Thank you for your recent vi5it to my office, during which 

you outlined for me the results of your year's sabbatical leave 

in India. I am proud to have had some small part in 

encouraging you to persist in this ambitious undertaking. Your 

Project TULIP, to create a systematic and comprehensive list of 

Indian periodical5 in the social-science and humanities areas, 

impresse5 me a5 one of the most significant research 

- 114 -



CULTIVATING TULIP 

achievements I have seen in the eighteen years I have been on 

thi s campus. Al though my area of hi stori cal research is far 

from the geographi cal regi on you are deal i ng wi th, I have 

personal experience both of the help provided to scholarship by 

the type of bi bl i ographi cal aid whi ch you have undertaken to 

produce, and of the difficulty of research when a subject-area 

lacks such aids. 

After reading your two preliminary reports, inspecting the 

three-volume list of periodicals which you have compiled, and 

discussing your work with you, I am impressed both by the great 

amount of work you achi eved duri ng your sabbati cal year in 

India and by the long-term significance of what you have 

accomplished. Indeed, my first reaction is that once the 

publication is completed, there must be some permanent 

i nsti tui onal structure, 1 i ke that whi ch exi sts for Gregory's 

Union List of Serials in North American Libraries, so that 

regular supplements can be prepared and published. 1 

Project TULIP will certainly become a permanent and 

indispensable reference for researchers in the field of South 

Asian studies, a~d in a great many other fields which impinge 

on South Asi a. Only a person well qual i fi ed in both Li brary 

science and South Asian culture, such as yourself, could have 

conceived and directed such a project. When published, it will 

become part of the basic bibliographic collection of all 

serious research libraries, not only in the United States but 

throughout the world. I am proud to think that this 

ach i evement will be 1 inked to the name of the Un i vers i ty of 

Mi ssouri . 

I realize that much work remains, and that you will need 

substantial additional support from internal and external 

funding sources. But I feel confident that your future stages 

of publication, computerization, and surveying the holdings of 

Ameri can 1 i brari es wi 11 attract the needed support . You have 

1 There must be provision for perpetuation. 

- 115 -



THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

achi eved so much that it is essent i al to push ahead and make 

your results fully available to the world of scholarship. 

Certainly if I can help with future grant applications, I shall 

gladly do so. 

Douglas Ensminger 

Department of Rural Sociology 

231 Gentry Hall 

Unviersity of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely, 

Charles G. Nauert, Jr. 

Professor 

August 31,1979 

My examination of the three-volume work you have just 

completed on "The , Universal List of Indian periodicals" leaves 

me nearly speechless. That you were able to complete this work 

duri ng the one year you were on leave is a great tri bute to 

you. Only a person of your training and commitment to the 

assignment could have done what others would have thought 

impossible in such a short time . 

What is important about your three-volume work is that once 

it is published, it will be available to the libraries not only 

in the U.S., but to other countries, and provide a rich 

treasure for scholars throughout the world. 

For those of us at UMC who have a strong interest in South 

Asian Studies, your work will add greatly to our resources and 

therefore, scholarship. As a member of the South Asia 

Committee here at the University of Missouri, I want to thank 

you for the contribution you have made in the past to the South 
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Asian Studies and especially for the new work you have just 

completed in Indian periodicals. 

Ralph H. Parker 

Dean Emeritus 

Department of Library Science 

111 Stewart Hall 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Ensminger 

September 6, 1979 

The work thus far accompl i shed on your TULIP project is 

phenomenal. 

phase wi thi n 

available. 

You are to be congratulated having completed this 

the time span and wi th the 1 i mi ted resources 

This comprehensive bibliography of Indian periodicals forms 

an excellent basis for creating a Union List of Indian 

Periodicals in American Libraries. Your idea of putting this 

data into computerized form to facilitate the addition of 

holdings of American libraries appears to be feasible. 

When completed the 1 i st wi 11 be parti cularly valuable 

because of the capability of analyzing its contents by 

language, area, subject, etc. I trust that you will succeed in 

finding financing for completion of this worthwhile task. 

- 117 -

Very truly yours, 

Ralph H. Parker 

Dean Emeritus 



THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

Prof. N. G. Barrier 

Department of History 

143 Arts and Science Building 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Murari: 

S~ptember 16, 1979 

I wanted to drop you a note concerni ng your most valuable 

research project conducted during the last year while you were 

in India. Although the volumes of data speak for themselves, I 

as a professional bibliographer and historian fully appreciate 

the time and personal commitment that must have gone into first 

the handlisting and the tedious job thereafter, namely, 

annotating and a,dding information on location, time of 

publication, full bibliographical data, and so forth. The 

thousands of citations to a wide range of Indian serials will 

be of almost Ii mi tless help to scholars and bi bl i ophi les who 

are attempting to track down material in India. More 

importantly, the citations will serve as a baseline for 

attempting to gain some kind of bibliographic control over 

Indian serials in thi s country. As we both well know, that 

control is almost non existent. Many libraries have not 

supplied information to NUC, and when they did so, the 

information often was inaccurate. 

list of what has been published. 

Now we have a comprehensive 

The next stage, with which I 

will be glad to cooperate, would be to take the citations an·d 

the data base, and then after securing adequate external 

funding to systematically survey the major holdings in the 

country. Then and only then can we really know what is here, 

locations, and where the gaps are (and how they can be filled). 

Your current research and compi lat i on of i nformat i on on 

Indian serials is most laudatory, and meets a crying need 

within the profession. I shudder to think of the thousands of 

hours that have gone into the project thus far, and the 

thousands more that will be required to complete the U. S. side 
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of the picture. I stand ready to cooperate in any way possible 

because the project is vi tal to South Asi a studies, and the 

state of serials control in general. Many of the titles that 

you cih! will be useful not just to scholars with immediate 

interest in India, but rather to a wide range of specialists 

who wish reliable information of location of data on 

cross-cuI tural issues and di sci pI i nes, such as sci ence, 

literature, and the social sciences in general. Let me commend 

you on your work to this point--I trust we can work together to 

generate the external funds and the appropriate climate of 

understanding and cooperation within the University to insure 

that the important work goes forward. 

Noel P. Gist 

Professor Emeritus 

Department of Sociology 

Sociology Building 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Dr. Hagar: 

Yours Sincerely, . 

N.G. Barrier 

Professor 

September 27, 1979 

I want to congratulate you for the major contribution you 

have made in the development of a systematic compilation of 

bibliographic materials concerning published literature on 

South Asia. It is the crowning achievement of many years of 

work. 

Your facility with numerous languages has made it possible 

to compile and systematically arrange some ten thousand 

references in English, Sanskrit, and Hindi. It will be of 
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great value to scholars who are engaged in research in an Asian 

culture. These volumes should be in every major library in the 

world. 

John H. Gdbbin 

Director of Libraries 

Ell is Li brary 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely, 

Noel P. Gist 

Professor Emeritus 

of Sociology 

October 1, 1979 

I have examined the typescript volumes containing detailed 

and extensive bibliographic data on India serial publications 

which you completed while on sabbatical leave in 1978 and 1979. 

These volumes constitute a very impressive work which obviouslY 

involved a great amount of time and labor, as well as scholarly 

editorial judgment. The bibliographic information the volumes 

contain should provide the basis for a union list of holdings 

in American libraries, which I am sure would be of great 

importance to scholars. I hope such a project can be realized. 
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Assistant Director 

The Center for Research Libraries 

5721 Cottage Grove Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60637 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 
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Thank you for sending me a copy of your report on Project 

TULIP. I find what you have done to date most impressive and 

earnestly hope that you can secure the funding to complete the 

project. 

Working with the South Asia Microform Project (SAMP), I 

know how difficult it is to identify and track down files on 

Indian periodicals. SAMP's goal, as you are aware, is to 

preserve and make ava i lable in mi croform materi las that are 

important for the study of South India <Asia?>. While we have 

had some success with government publications from the British 

period, we have run into countless difficulties in dealing 

wi th non-governmental peri odi cals, especi ally those that ara 

of interest to humanists. One primary difficulty has baen 

simply identifying what exists. By compiling a Master-list 

with 10,000 entries you have already rendered a valuable 

service. I cartainly hope that you will find the means to 

reproduce this list and maka it widely available. The sum of 

$5,000 that you estimate it would cost to do this certainly 

seems modest when compared to what 1 i brari ans and scholars 

interested in South Asia will be gaining. 

A second major difficulty that SAMP runs into, is trying 

to find files of particular titles that it wishes to film. As 

Professor Barrier points out in the letter includad in your 

report, NUe is often not very helpful due to the number of 

libraries that have not reported their holdings or have 

reported them incorrectly. This is especially true in the 

case of "minor" publications from Asia and Africa. In 

connection with SAMP and other area study microforming 
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projects, I and my colleagues have sent out hundreds of 

letters tryi ng to locate fi les of parti cular ti tIes that we 

wanted to film, often with meager results. On several 

occasi ons, ti tIes have turned up in places where we least 

expected to find them. The existence of a comprehensive union 

list of Indian periodicals in American libraries would make 

SAMP's work much easier and more productive. 

In examining the specimen TULIP entries that you included 

on pages 110 and 111 of your report, I was pleased to note the 

extent of bi bl i ographi c detai I you included. Thi s wi 11 make 

it easier for librarians to use the list in checking against 

their holdings and will make it an important tool for 

catalogers. 

Congratulations on the outstanding job you have done to 

date. If I can be of any help to you in the future as you 

attempt to complete this important project, please feel free 

to call upon me. 

Mireya del Castillo 

University library 

University of Missouri- Columbia 

Columbia, MO 65201 

Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely yours, 

Ray Boylan 

Assistant Director 

February 27, 1980 

I have read in deteii 1 your project TULIP, towards the 

preparati on of a systemati c and comprehensi ve list of Indi an 

periodical publications in the humanities and social sciences, 

in order to compile a union list of their holdings available 
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in the 1 i brar i es of the Un i ted States and Canada. Thi s 

comprehensive collection of data is a monumental work that 

wi 11 be very valuable for researchers work i ng in South Asi an 

studies. Only a person with the background and dedication as 

you can produce such a temendous and valuable compi lat ion. I 

am hoping that once the project is completed you will pursue 

the list of periodic61s to be computerized so its access will 

be even more valuable. I wish to congratulate you, and also 

Mrs. Nagar for her support and assistance in the project. 

I also wish to let you know that I appreciate your 

6ssistance in the cataloging of Asian materi61s in my work as 

a cat610ger. 

Raymond D. lum 

Asian Specialist 

Collection Development 

Harvard College library 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely, 

Mireya del 

Casti 110 

29 February 1980 

I am wri ti ng to thank you for sendi ng a copy of your 

report on PROJECT TULIP. I was aW6re of the project and am 

happy to know that it is progressing. The Union list will be 

a useful addition to the bibliography of Indi6n publications. 

I wish you well in your progress with the project 6nd look 

forward to future st6tus reports. 

Yours truly, 

Raymond D. lum 
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Avinash C. Maheshwary 

South Asia Bibliographer & Project 

Director, "Union List of South Asian 

Govt. Serials in U.S. Libraries" 

William R. Perkins Library 

Duke University 

Durham, NC-27706 

Dear Nagarj i : 

Asian Specialist 

Collection Development 

April 17,1980 

I take this opportunity to congratulate you for your 

successfully completing the first and very important phase, 

namely, preparation of the masterlist of the proposed "Union 

list of Indian Periodicals in American Llibraries" (TULIP), 

After carefully goi ng through the plan of your work and the 

report of your field work in India, I am convinced that TULIP 

is a unique project to meet with the growing neads of the 

South Asian scholars. Your Union list will not only 

facilitate access to materials available within the country, 

this will also for tha first time take an accurata census of 

tha Indi an peri odi cals avai lable throughout the world. I 

considar TULIP a very important and timely project for a 

variety of reasons, soma of which are: 

a) Most of the currently available tools covering Indian 

periodicals are inadequate to provide the kind of information 

South Asian scholars, teachers and government agencies need. 

American scholars have traditionally depended on British and 

Indian library resources to meat their research neads. 

Unfortunately, because of vari ous reasons such as a lack of 

travel funds, visa difficulty, it is becoming increasingly 
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di ffi cuI t for scholars to proceed to Indi a or the United 

Kingdom for use of collections there. In the present 

situation the need for tools such as TULIP is greater now than 

in the past. 

b) The NEH and Duke University jointly funded project, "A 

Union List of South Asian Government Serlial Publications 

(1858-1950) in the Major U.S. libraries" includes a limited 

number of periodicals and journals in social sciences and 

humanities. TULIP will fill the gap left by the Duke Project. 

In fact, to the best of my knowledge, none of the projects 

contemplated or in progress cover the areas proposed by TULIP. 

c) The PL-480 program of acqui si ti ons from South Asi a 

conducted so commendably by the Library of Congress since 1961 

is 1 i kely to phase out in the next 2-3 years. The Library of 

Congress has alerted the participants in the program to be 

prepared for a dollar-contri buted co-operati ve program. 

Con sider i ng the d i men s ion s of the program and the present 

economic situation not many libraries are likely to be able to 

support any co-operati ve program even at 1/3 of its current 

level. Resource sharing will become more important than ever 

before. TULIP wi 11 be a great contribution to our knowledge 

of our national resources in the area of South Asian stUdies. 

d) In 1978 the Library of Congress conducted a study for 

the establishment of a National Periodical Center (NPC). The 

study was funded by the Council of <!> Library Resources and 

several other foundations. The aim of the proposed Center is 

to prov i de a reI i able method of access to a comprehensi ve 

collection of material on all subjects to the U. S. scholars. 

It is proposed that NPC would provide access to titles not in 

its collection through a system of referral libraries. NPC 

also proposes to develop and make available "a finding tool." 

Recently a Senate Sub-Committee on Education, Arts and 

Humani ti es has endorsed the proposal for the establ i shment of 

a National Periodical Corporation (not Center) and has 

recommended further study to be completed by the end of 1981. 
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It need hardly be emphasized that TULIP will be of invaluable 

help to the Corporation (which is hoped to be established) 

both in its referral service as well as in developing finding 

tools. 

e) National consortia such as Center for Research 

L i brari es and the South Asi a Mi croform Project have stri ved 

hard for years to gain access to bibliographical tools like 

TULIP to fill their gaps. 

As a South Asian bibliographer and collection development 

Ii brari an for 20 years. I can assure you that your proposed 

Uni on .!....ill is a badly needed bi bl i ographi cal tool. I hope 

that you are able to get the necessary financial assistance to 

complete the project. 

If I can be of any help to you. please let me know without 

hesitation. 

With my best wishes. 

M. M. Johri 

Visiting Professor 

College of Agriculture 

Department of Agronomy 

205 Curti sHall 

Columbia. MO 65211 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Avinash C: Maheshwary 

South Asia Bibliographer & 

Project Director. 

"Union List of South Asian 

Govt. Serials in U. S. Libraries" 

June 5. 1980 

I have greatly enjoyed readling a report of the project 

TULIP. It is very impressive indeed and you have really spent 

enormous efforts toward producing a Union List of Indian 
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Pe!riodicals. I would 

succe!ssfully comple!te!d 

like! to congratulate you for havi ng 

the! fi rst phase! of thi s worth-whi Ie! 

proje!ct. 

I wonde!r if the! sCOPe! of this proje!ct could be! e!nlarge!d a 

ste!P furthe!r. For instance!, one! may want to know the impact 

of the! pape!rs publishe!d in some of the! Indian pe!riodicals on 

the! oVe!rall state! of the! knowle!dge! in humanitie!s and social 

scie!nce!s. How ofte!n some! of the! pape!rs publishe!d in a 

pe!riodical like! 'Trive!ni' have! be!en cite!d late!r? I re!alize! it 

is ve!ry difficult to compile! this information, but e!ven if it 

could be! done! for only a fe!w of the! major pe!riodicals 

(publishing original papers), it will be! e!xtre!me!ly valuable! in 

e!valuating the! impact of Indian rese!arch. 

The! oVe!rall proje!ct outline!d in TULIP is ce!rtainly 

we!ll-conce!ive!d and I do hope that you will succe!ed in 

obtaining funds to complete! the re!maining two phases also. 

With personal regards. 

Mr. Louis A. Jacob 

Head, Southern Asia Section 

Asian Division 

The! Library of Congress 

Washington, D.C. 20540 

Dear Murari: 

Sincerely yours, 

M. M. Johri 

Visiting Professor 

June 19, 1980 

I appre!ciate! your having sent me your re!port on TULIP. 

Thi sis a very valuable proje!ct. From my poi nt of vi ew, of 

course, the! critical re!sult would be the availability of a 

union list of South Asian learned serials in U.S. libraries. 
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As you indicate, this would need to be the well-funded second 

and third phases of your project. Central, of course, is that 

there be avai lable a knowledgeable and consci enti ous person 

such as yourself (and Sarla!) capable of carrying out such a 

project . I hope you will continue to make yourself available 

and wish you well. 

My good health is gradually restoring itself. I hope I 

shall not have many more winters as disabling as 1979-80! 

Best wishes, 

Paul Wallace 

Director 

Center for International Programs' Studies 

Office of Academic Affairs 

101 Gentry Hall 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

Sincerely yours, 

Louis A. Jacob 

Head, Southern Asia 

Section 

19 October 1979 

I have carefully gone over the materials which you 

collected in Indi a whi Ie engaged in research thi s past year. 

Your three volumes indeed is quite an impressive feat of 

scholarshi p. Even in its present form it can make a notable 

contribution to the goal of a systematic and comprehensive list 

of Indian serials in the humanities and social sciences 

published in India. Certainly, I recognize the need for 

careful proofing, the preparation of a "clean" manuscript and 
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even some further work. Nonetheless, it is remarkable to me how 

comprehensive and useful it is even in its present state. 1 

You and the research staff you engaged while in India are to 

be congratulated on your scholarly accomplishment. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Wallace 

Director 

The documents reproduced above speak for themselves. They further 

show why it was regarded highly desirable to reproduce the "Master List" 

in multiple copies. The three volumes were too precious to be mailed 

out and ci rculated out of town. I wanted to share them wi th other 

librarians and academic professionals here and abroad. The then 

Director of UMC Libraries recommended that they be kept in safe vaults 

for security! We had to work with them, on them, by them, and through 

them, and not merely to store them in safe custody!! So I decided to 

reproduce the "Master List" and make it available to a wider circle of 

scholars. 

There is a great saying in Sanskrit--Sarvarambhas 

tandulaprasthamulah--All acti vi ti es have thei r roots ina handful of 

rice! The "Master List" could not be multiplied without money! And how 

could one get it without going around with a begging bowl? That process 

needed an appeal. And so here is how it was worded: 

1 Here is the germi nati on of the idea-seed of publ i shi ng the "Master 

List" as it was in 1979. 
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PRDJ Eel lULI P 

Why a "aster List! 

A traditional way of compiling a union catalog of periodical 

publicatons is to acquire from the participating libraries a list of 

what they hold--titles as well as the details of their runs--and then to 

combine these "returns" into one sequence. This method may be 

practicable if we prepare a general union list, listing every title, 

irrespective of the geographic origin, SUbject, or language . But when 

our objective is to prepare a special union catalog of only such 

peri odi cal publ i cati on:s that have ori gi nated ina parti cular country, 

such as India, the above method may not work because the libraries do 

not divide and arrange their serials catalogs by regions. In the latter 

case, the staff of the participating libraries will be required to go 

through their entire serials file--from A to Z--and select those titles 

which are found to be, say, of Indian origin. For the participating 

libraries, this is terribly time-consuming, laborious, and expensive 

undertak i ng. No 1 i brary would be wi 11 i ng to undertake thi s extra 

responsibility, especially in modern days when libraries are 

experiencing severe financial crises and are feeling the staff shortage 

more than ever before. 

Under the circumstances, a practicable way to prepare a union 

catalog 1 i mi ted by a geographi cal area would be to compi Ie a master 

list--as exhaustive, authentic, and systematic as possible--and depute 

the staff of the union catalog project office to visit the participating 

libraries and record their holdings of the respective periodical 

publications. 

Such a master-list can also be used for "cross checking" or "reverse 

checking" the serials files of some representative large llibraries in 

the country to see if the master-list omits any significant title and if 

any new ti tIe can be added, because the uni verse of knowledge is 

unlimited, and the human resources are always limited. Also because no 

1 i st can ever be made so comprehensi ve that it totally exhausts the 

subject universe. Once we have our master-list, we can go through any 

other file or source, effliciently and systematically, and incorporate 

what our file might have omitted. 
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We have stated above that we must have our own master-l i st, as 

exhaustive, authentic, and systematic as it can be made . If we rely 

upon the varying methods of cataloging followed by individual libraries, 

we run the risk of creating chaotic conditions. For example, we may 

list one and the same title more than once. Here is an example . 

UCD (one and the same source) lists one and the same title in two 

different ways, in two different places, once by the sponsoring body, 

and then again by the title: 

1. Employers' Federation of India 

Industrial bulletin. Bombay, India 1955-1960; 

V.7. 1961+ 

MID 1955-1'960; 

8-13 (1967) 

(7) 

2. Industrial bulletin 

(Employers' Federation of India) 

Bombay, India. v.10, 1964+ 

DLE 10 17(1971)+ 

(15- 16) 

ILS 14-17 (1971)+ 

(10-13) 

SIR 11-18 (1922)+ 

<UCD p.146> 

<UCD p. 230> 

No, no. we cannot rely upon the vagaries of individual catalogers of 

the participating libraries, especially of those which do not follow an 

identical method. We will have to do our own cataloging if we want to 

achieve consistency, secure uniformity. and avoid the kind of chaos that 

are exemplified above. 

By now we have finished only the first phase. The final objective 

(the third phase) is a long way off. And in order to complete it we 

have to finish the second phase first. For the purpose of securing a 

substantial grant from a philanthropic corporate body such as NEH or CLR 

we wi 11 have to create a favorable atmosphere. And for thi s we wi 11 

have to invite the opinions of our peers and superiors in the 
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professi on. Unless and unt i I we generate a strong support, it may be 

difficult to get any external grant. 

If we want to secure professional support for the project, it is 

essential that the work done so far is made available, for examination 

and evaluation, to those critics whose support we are seeking. They 

cannot evaluate the work and pass their judgment without examining what 

has already been accomplished. 

The typing of the three volumes in Mysore was done in great rush . 

It was accompl i shed merely as a means to secure the safety of the 

thought content. It will be necessary to revise and edilt the 

Master-list and then to get it retyped by expert typists so that it can 

be reproduced in multip'le copies. 

It will take at least two years before the project is completed and 

the final form of the TULIP is made available to the libraries in this 

country. In the meantime, librarians in India, especially those who 

have seen the work in progress, are quite anxious that the work done so 

far be published and made available to them. Even in this country, the 

present work will have substantial reference value. This need can be 

met only if we have multiple copies. 

The cost of preparing the master-copy by typewriter will be the only 

major investment in this process. Once a camera-ready copy is made for 

reproduction, getting a few extra copies would not cost much. It is 

estimated that the total cost would be approximately $5,000. It is 

requested, most earnestly, that thi s amount be granted so that the 

Master list is neatly typed and reproduced by an economical method in at 

least three hundred copies. l 

My next objective was to secure some "SEED MONEY" ( a small grant) 

so that the "MASTER lIST" represented in three volumes could be 

reproduced and made available to the peers and superiors in the U.S.A. 

and overseas for generating their moral and material support. I decided 

1 Here ended the revised 1980 edition of the Report ~ Project IQ1!f. 
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to apply to the Association for Asian Studies. This step was taken at 

the recommendation of Prof. Paul Wallace, Director of the Center for 

International Studies and Programs, University of Missouri, Columbia. 

The following request was submitted to the AAS on 9 November 1979: 

Grant APplication to AAS 

This is a request for $5,000 to be used as the "seed money" for 

conti nui ng the work on Project TULIP and to secure approximately a 

quarter million dollars from NEH or CLR so that the Project is 

completed. The enclosed documents provide some background information. 

"A" is my basi c proposal prepared in 1975. "B" shows si x speci mens of 

my previous work (UULAS). And "C" is an appeal for comments. 

I am happy to report that the fi rst phase of the Project is 

completed. Thi sis the fi rst attempt to prepare a systemat i c and 

comprehensive list of Indian periodical publications in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences, including Newspapers, and Monographs in Series, in 

English, Hindi, and Sanskrit published in India, as a means to compile 

an American Union List. 

It has taken us full five years and an investment of $50,000 to 

complete the first phase. The organization of the data, the editorial 

work and systematic computerization of the data for storage and 

retrieval will comprise the second phase. And in the third and final 

phase a professional librarian or two will visit select libraries in the 

U.S.A. and Canada to record the holdings of each and every title covered 

in TULIP. It is hoped that the total data wi 11 be deposi ted in some 

national data bank so that they are made available 2n ling to the entire 

country! 

In order to achieve the objectives stated above, we have to secure 

substantial funds from an agency such as HEH or CLR. This is a long and 

arduous path. It may take several years. In the meantime we have to 

keep on working. We have to create a favorable climate. We have to 

seek the support of the prospective users. I could secure the enclosed 

seven revi ews only because the faculty members were on the campus and 

were able to examine the work physically. But the three volumes of the 

"Master Li st" are too expens; ve to be mailed even to one spec; al i!lt 
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outside Columbia. If we have to secure the support of all those whose 

voice counts, it is essential that the "Master List" be reproduced in 

multiple copies and made available not only to other librarians and 

subject specialists in this country but also in India. During my study 

tour throughout India, I met many librarians who are willing to 

cooperate and enrich our List provided a copy is made available to them. 

And finally, I would like to say that the research findings of a 

specialist in a specific field generally benefit only those who 

specialize in that specialty. But the work of an information scientist 

1 i ke me tends to serve the total academi c communi ty because what he 

produces in a tool for research and reference. It helps all. 

I would like to explain why I depend upon the South Asia Council of 

the AAS for this financial assistance and why I need a minimum of $5,000 

to achieve the immediate objective. As compared to the very large 

amount needed to complete the Project (approx. $250,000) a sum of $5,000 

is quite small though it may appear large in terms of the total funds 

available to SAC. 

I cannot approach agencies such as NEH or CLR for this relatively 

small sum because we will have to seek their help later for the huge 

amount needed to complete the Project. I cannot approach my University 

either because it has been financing the Project all along, in its own 

way, and will have to provide matching funds if an external agency comes 

forward to offer the grant. I do not see any other source. I depend 

upon you. 

It is estimated that the total cost of getting 100 copies of the 

1,000 pages constituting the "Master List" will come to around $5,000. 

There are 10,000 entri as . To get them neatly typed by an experi enced 

senior typist, we will have to pay a minimum of $3,000, which averages 

only 30 cents per entry! This remuneration is quite reasonable, in view 

of the highly intricate nature of the bibliographical details. This 

payment wi 11 include compensati on for occasi onal veri fi cati on of some 

data and careful proof-reading of the entire type-script. 

The paper for the press-copy, one-time nylon ribbons, 100,000 sheets 

of paper for the "Master List," photo-mechanical reproduction by 

Econo-copying-method, assembling, paper for the covers, their printing, 
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and perfect binding in three volumes--all this will cost approximately 

$2,200. We will need $100 for correspondence and postage. Thus the 

total cost comes to $5,300. 

Hence, the request for a mlinimum of $5,000 is reasonable and is 

truly the absolute minimum if we want to achieve the objectives outlined 

above. 

Attachments 

Submitted by, 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar 

Librarian, International 

Studies 

Below ;s g;ven the response of the Assoc;at;on for As;an Stud;es to 

my request: 

Association For Asian Studies, Inc. 

Publisher of the Journal of Asian Studies 

1 Lane Hall, University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 

Dr. Murari Lal Nagar 

Librarian, International Studies 

University Library 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65201 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

December 19, 1979 

The Executive Committee reviewed your proposal titled 

Project Tulip at its December 2nd meeting and agreed to award 

$1500.00 as a 3:1 matching grant, in the hope that with this 

concrete support you wi 11 be able to obtai n the balance of 

funds needed from other sources. Thi sis one of the larger 

grants made, and is therefore ~ strong i ndi cati on II .Q..Y..!: 
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interest in your project and of ~ rating of its importance. 

Assumi ng that you wi 11 be able to match our $1500 3: 1, thi s 

would give you a total budget of $6000, or at 2:1 of $4500. 

Wi th help from your uni versi ty, we trust that thi s can be 

managed, and we wish you success <emphasis added>. 

Please keep us informed. Obviously, if you are unable to 

find additional funding and are consequently unable to 

continue the project, we would assume that this $1,500.00 

grant would have to be withdrawn. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rhoads Murphey 

Secretary-Treasurer 

The AAS had generously granted a decent sum to promote the cause of 

Project TULIP. The amount was quite small in terms of our total needs. 

Yet it was quite large when we consider the amounts generally granted by 

the AAS for such appli cat ions! I s the "seed" not too small in terms of 

the gigantic size of the tree it produces! Are not the fruits many, and 

sweet, and coming out year after year? So we were quite satisfied. 

But the next step was to apply to my home i nst i tut ion, the 

University of Missouri - Columbia for a matching grant. This could be 

done only through the Office of the Director of libraries. Prof. Paul 

Wallace very generously wrote the following communication to the 

Director of Libraries. 

Dr. John H. Gribbin 

Director of Libraries 
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Ellis Library 

Dear Dr. Gribbin: 

I have seen the communication from the Association for 

Asian Studies to Dr. Murari Lal Nagar (attached) awarding him 

a grant of $1,500 on a 3:1 basis. Dr. Nagar and the Library 

are to be congratulated for the recogn it i on accorded to the 

research already undertaken and the potential that is yet to 

be developed. The Association for Asian Studies is the 

premier body for Asian Studies in the United States and its 

Executive Committee represents the foremost scholars in East, 

Southeast, South, and Central Asian studies. Area Councils 

for each of these regions make recommendations on project 

proposals. In addition, there are inter-area proj ect 

proposals. Thus, the compettion for limited amounts of funds 

is intense. 

When Dr. Nagar returned from conducting research in India 

this fall, I carefully reviewed the three volumes which he had 

compiled and wrote a highly positive evaluation for his 

record. It is conta i ned in the booklet whi ch he xeroxed. My 

endorsement of his endeavors at this point is in regard to 

developing base funding so that he and the Library can be in a 

position for a proposal for major funding. The Center for 

Internat i onal Programs and Studi es strongly encourages the 

type of quality research and systematic development of funding 

which this effort represents. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Wallace 

Director 

Attachment 

11- ------ Thi s letter from Prof. Paul Wallace pleadl i ng the cause of TULIP 

remained unanswered for a long time. 
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Truly it is said, Man proposes, God disposes. The speaker probably 

meant the Lord in Heaven. But there are gods in human form even on this 

earth. It is easy to please the di vi ne gods in the heaven. But 

sometimes it is quite difficult to make the human "gods" agree to our 

requests. 

There is a beautiful saying in Sanskrit: Sreyamsi bahuvighnani 

bhavanti mahatam~. Even the noble undertaking of a great noble cause 

is sometimes beset with series of obstacles. Ho wonder TULIP had to 

face so many storms and winters before it could blossom up! 

There were many problems. It is better not to di scuss them. 

Ultimately we decided to take the Project TULIP out of the limited 

env ironment of the UMC Library and place it ina larger home, a wi der 

setting. The South Asia Studies Committee unanimously decided to a90pt 

this baby of Project TULIP as its own. An International Council on 

TULIP was formed. Dr. Douglas Ensminger was elected to be its Chairman. 

The Center for International Programs and Studies became the Godfather 

of the Project TULIP. 

The "why" of all this movement is explained by Dr. Paul Wallace in 

the following communication addressed to the Research Council of the 

University of Missouri - Columbia. The Center played a very significant 

role. First Prof. Wallace and then Prof. Win Burggraff helped the 

cause so well that it is very difficult to describe in words. 

Appl;cat;on for a match;ng grant ;s subm;tted to the UHC Research 

Counc;l through the center for Internat;onal Programs and Stud;es. In 

h;s forward;ng letter the D;rector of the center sa;d: 

To: UMC Research Council 
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Subject: Submission of Proposal: The Union List of Indian 

Periodicals (TULIP) 

We are forwarding for your consideration, a proposal in 

which Dr. Murari Lal Nagar, UMC library, is the Principal 

Investigator. After due deliberation, and consultation with 

Dr. John H. Gribbin, Director of libraries, all concerned 

agreed that the Center would be the most appropri ate vehi cle 

for developing the institutional support, and administering 

this ambitious and worthwhile project. We are, in fact, 

following examples of similar successful projects elsewhere. 

An award of $4,500 by the Research Council, along with 

$1,500 matching funds from the Association of Asian Studies, 

will enable us to achieve two results: 

1. Availability of already completed work for immediate use. 

2. The basis for forming a national committee so as to 

secure the needed funds, approximately $250,000, to 

complete a valuable research tool in a manner that will 

best meet the needs of the scholarly community here and 

abroad. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Paul Wallace, Director 

Attached: TULIP Proposal 

The follow;ng Request for a match;ng grant was sub .. ; tted to the 

Research Counc;1 of the UMC on May 29, 1980: 

THE UNION LIST OF INDIAN PERIODICALS (TULIP) 

A proposal to publish the research findings of a year's work in India 

on sabbatical, funded by the University of Missouri-Columbia and the 

Smithsonian Institution. This is a request for $4,500 to match on a 

stipulated 3:1 basis a grant from the Association for Asian Studies 

(AAS) (attachment 1). The funds requested from the Research Counci I 
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together with the $1,500 AAS grant, will be used to publish the results 

of the first phase of research on "The Union list of Indian Periodicals" 

(TULIP) . This is a valuable research tool even at this first stage of 

development. It wi 11 serve, however, as the foundati on for a much 

larger and extensive undertaking, which will need substantial funding of 

approximately $250,000 1 and two to three years .. to accomplish (see 

attachment 2). Funding at this time for publication of the preliminary 

version of TULIP is essential for eliciting the broad-based support and 

enthusi asm necessary to secure the large scale fundi ng. Consequently 

thi s grant request is for an i mmedi ately valuable academi c proj ect as 

well as "seed money" for a major new national/international resource for 

research and reference. 

Submitted herewith (in one copy) is my Report 2n the Preparation 2f ~ 

Systematic and Comprehensive list of Indian Periodical Publications in 

the Humani ti es and Soci al Sci ences ~ ~ Means to Compile M Amerj can 

Union list. A Digest accompanies each copy of this proposal. Pages 3-4 

of the Report present a summary of the Project. Our University and the 

Federal Government have already invested nearly $50,000 on it. A 

minimum of 10,000 work-hours, spanning many years, have gone into this 

operation. If we do ~ot want all this huge investment of time, money, 

and energy to remain totally fruitless forever, it is essential that we 

continue the Project and complete it. Attachment 2 shows in brief the 

extent of the work yet to be done and the money needed to reach the 

ultimate goal. 

The final three pages of the Report j~ •• if, why a "Master list" is 

required. It will be an interim or instrumental measure, enabling· us to 

secure major funds (approximately one quarter of a million dollars) from 

national philanthropic agencies, such as the National Endowment for the 

Humanities or the Council on library Resources. The former gave $80,000 

1 We never enterta i ned any i llusi ons--none whatsoever--wi th regard to 

the extent of our financial needs or the time required to complete the 

project. Neither did we ever create any false hope in the minds of 

our supporters and admirers. All knew very well what was involved. 
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to Duke for a related project and the latter approximately $270,000 to 

prepare the third edition of Gregory's Union List. 

But this is a long and arduous path. It may take several years. In 

the meantime we have to keep on working. We have to create a favorable 

climate. One of the most effective means for achieving this objective 

wi 11 be to revi se, edi t, and reproduce the Master li st and make it 

available not only to subject specialists in this country but also 

overseas so that they can examine and evaluate the work accomplished so 

far and advise if it can be improved. I would like to have their views 

not only on the nature and content of the data collected but also on my 

specific methodology for their organization and computerization to 

facilitate an expeditious access. The support of specialists may lead 

us to our final destination. 

P.!@~ 93 9~ ~ ••• rih@ the circumstances which compelled us to prepare 

a typed copy of the "Master List" and the condi ti ons under whi ch the 

work was 
, 0. r-e.. i?1'"·l2.<;rl' h~"<' cr-n ~~ .., i. - ~ 4" f. f1..:s IN ~.-1 - • 

done,( It was merely a means tcS secure the safety of the 

valuable data. Some substantial checking, verifying, revising, and 

editing will have to be done before the list is duplicated and presented 

to the leading specialists allover the world. 

It is estimated that the total cost of producing 100 copies of the 

Master list, constituting 1020 pages, will come to at least $6,000. 

There are approximately 10,000 entries, specimens of which appear on 

pages 108-110. The work of checking and verification by a 

semi-professional technical assistant and careful and correct typing by 

an experienced typist will cost a minimum of $3,500. This remuneration 

is quita reasonable in view of the highly intricate nature o·f the 

bi bl i ographi cal entri es (samples enclosed). 

include thorough proof-reading. 

Thi s payment wi 11 also 

The cost of duplicating 100 copies by Econo-copying method and 

perfect binding will amount to $2,200. We will need approximately $300 

for clerical assistance in correspondenca work and mailing, etc. 

our total financial requirement comes to a minimum of $6,000. 

Thus 

It is gratifying to report that the Association for Asian Studies 

(the foremost American organization of Asian specialists in this 

country) has awarded us a grant of $1,500 on 3: 1 matchi ng basi 5. 
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Although small in terms of our total needs, the amount is quite large in 

terms of the grants usually awarded by the Association. For it says: 

"Thi sis one of the larger grants made, and is therefore a strong 

indication of our interest in your project and of our rating of its 

importance." However, the Association has made it quite clear that if 

we are not able to raise the matching funds, the grant of $1,500 will be 

withdrawn. 

Completi on of thi s segment of the total project wi 11 be a major 

forward step toward the final goal. Pages 112-128 display some letters 

of appreciation from the UMC faculty who have seen the Master list. 

Enclosed are additional letters received from specialists outside 

Columbia who have studied the Report but have not yet seen the "Master 

List." These documents persuasi vely demonstrate the benefi ts of . the 

Project. It is hoped that a perusal of the Master list, which in itself 

is an effective tool for research and reference, will enable the leading 

specialists here and abroad to express their views, and hence to 

demonstrate to the granting agencies the real value of the total 

project, convincing them to provide the total funds for eventual 

consummation of the final union list. 

It is requested that the matching amount of $4,500 be provided so 

that the AAS grant is uti I i zed and the fi rst phase of the work is 

completed. 

Proposed by 

MURARI l. NAGAR 

librarian, International Studies 

University of Missouri--Columbia 

Attachment 1: The letter from the Association for Asian Studies, Inc., 

dated 19 December 1979, addressed to me awarding the grant of $1500.00 

on 3:1 matching grant. It has already been presented above. It is 

gratifying to recall what the Association thought of the Project. It 

said: "This is one of the larger grants made, and is therefore a strong 
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i nd i cat ion .2.f .Q.Yl: interest in l!.2.Y..!:. pro; ect and .2.f .Q.Yl: rat i n9 of its 

importance" <emphasis added>.l 

The follow;ng statement const;tuted the Attachment 12 to the UMC 

Research Counc;l: 

SURVEY OF SOUTH ASIA SERIALS -

IN AMERICAN RESEARCH LIBRARIES 

It is proposed to survey South Asia serial collections in major 

American research libraries and to prepare a comprehensive union list. 

The U.S. owned rupees, supporting the highly valuable PL 480 

acquisition program in India, are likely to be exhausted soon and the 

participating libraries will be required to spend their own dollar~ if 

they want to continue the acquisition. The Committee on South Asia 

Acquisitions of the Association of Research Libraries is assessing the 

likely impact of this major shift. The time has come (for these 

libraries) to review the past acquisitions and to determine the future 

course of action. It may be necessary to evolve a co-operative 

acquisition program and share the resources. A concerted effort will 

have to be made by the group to fill the gaps. 

The proposed survey and census will facilitate any systematic future 

planning, and also strengthen the existing library resources. The list 

wi 11 also serve as a si gni fi cant research tool for catalogi ng and 

interlibrary loan. This is a global undertaking. Its beneficial 

results will extend far beyond the boundaries of North America. 

We have been working on this Project for the last six years. -The U. 

S. Government (through its Smithsonian Institution) and the University 

of Missouri--Columbia have already invested approximately $50,000. 

During the year 1978/79 a team of ten professional librarians and 

technical assistants worked in India for ten months and collected 

extensive data - on 10,000 Indian serials. If we do not want all this 

What a world of di fference between the opi ni ons of some of the 

gigantic critics that read the same proPosal subsequently on behalf of 

the NEH and Title II-C and those who read it on behalf of the AAS! 
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huge investment of time, money, and labor to remain practically useless 

forever we must continue the Project and complete it. 

Our objective is to give complete biographical and bibliographical 

information not only of the past of a periodical publication, but also 

of its present. Thus TULIP will be a union catalog as well as a 

directory. Since it will give citations to major union catalogs 

published in the U.S.A., U.K., and India, it will also be an index to 

the world union catalogs. Considerable progress has been made in the 

first phase of the Project. 

I have developed a special computer program which wi 11 also help 

other union list projects. The UMC School of Library and Information 

Science has agreed to cooperate in testing and perfecting the program. 

The exhaustive data collected so far have to be verified, cataloged, 

edi ted, organi zed, and fi nally converted into computer-readable form, 

with potential for deriving sorts and indices by subject, region, 

language, etc. Thi s second phase of the Project wi 11 take a year and 

will cost approximately $125,000. 

The third and final phase will involve visits to major American 

research libraries to examine their collections and to record their 

respective holdings. We will also add to our list such titles as are 

held by them, but are not yet represented in our data base. Thi s work 

may easily take one more year and entail another expenditure of 

$125,000. 

The UMC possesses all the potential to provide a permanent base of 

operations for a comprehensive data base and a clearing house of 

i nformati on for a nati onal uni on catalog of South Asi an peri ·odi cal 

publications available in major research libraries of the U.S.A. and 

Canada. 

And a letter frOM Dr. Jerry Barr;er was the Attachment no. 3. 

;t ;s: 

The Chairman 

Research Council 
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I strongly recommend that Dr. Murar; Lal Nagar's proposal 

be supported. It;s a v;tal project for South As;an stud;es 

and l;brary development both ;n the Un;tedStates and for 

spec; al; sts throughout the world. The Assod at; on of As; an 

Stud;es already has extended a match;ng grant of $1,500, one 

of the largest amounts awarded ;n my memory, an act wh;ch ;n 

;tself suggests the ;mportance of the work for the f;eld. 

The preparat;on of add;t;onal cop;es of the Ser;als Master 

Ust would be ;n ;tself a major contdbut;on--Dr. Nagar has 

worked for years ; n preparat; on of the raw data, and ; ts 

ed;t;ng and c;rculat;on therefore ;s ;mperat;ve. I know from 

personal exper;ence that many ;nd;v;duals and ;nst;tut;ons 

awa; t such documents, and the; r preparat; on and c; rculat; on 

from UMC certa; nly would br; ng attent; on and honor to our 

campus. In add;t;on, the l;st would set the stage for another 

much larger proposal, the preparat;on of a def;n;t;ve un;on 

l;st of South As;a ser;als and sets ava;lable ;n North 

Amer;ca. I can th;nk of no more ;mportant work than th;s for 

South As;an stud;es and b;bl;ograph;c control. 

We are most fortunate to have Dr. Nagar ;n the l;brary and 

work;ng on th;s ;nnovat;ve project. For a relat;vely small 

amount of money, the Counc; 1 can fund a permanent resource 

useful both for local faculty and staff and also for a 

nat;onal and ;nternat;onal aud;ence. 

for a $4,500 contr;but;on. 
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The UMC Research Council Awards the Grant 

Dr. Murari L. Hagar 

Li brari an IV 

International Studies, 

UMC Ll i brary 

3A31 Ellis Library 

Dear Dr. Hagar: 

The Graduate School and 

Office of Research 

Graduate Dean 

Vice Provost for Research 

University of Missouri--

Columbia 

June 25, 1980 

It is a pleasure to inform you that the Research Council 

has approved your recent application in the amount of $4,500. 

In a few days you wi 11 recei ve i nformat i on about the proce

dures to be followed and the number of the account set up for 

your project. 

Pub I i cat ions result i ng from thi s grant should carry an 

acknowledgment which reads as follows: 

"This research was funded by a grant from the Research 

Council of the Graduate School, University of Missouri 

Columbia." 

Also, a copy of any publication should be forwarded to the 

Dean of the Graduate School. 

We are pleased to be able to support your work, and, if I 

can be of any assistance in the administration of your grant, 

please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Richard L. Wallace 

Associate Dean for Research 

P.S. With this letter, I am returning your book entitled "A Report 

on the Preparation of a Systematic and Comprehensive List of Indian 

Periodical Publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences as 

a Means to Compile an American Union List." 

A general letter ;nv;t;ng South As;a l;brar;ans and b;bl;ographers 

to jo;n hands and support the project TULIP as co-sponsors. 

June 25, 1980 

.D e C<r C o l\ec..o\A e : 

Subject:INVITATION FOR CO-SPONSORSHIP 

Thank you very much for your encouragi ng words in response to my 

Report 2n Project lYliP, I am sending herewith its "digest." There are 

many library benefactors who want to help our cause, but who do not have 

enough time to go through the entire report. This digest is meant for 

them. 

By its very nature, thi sis a cooperati ve, collecti ve, group 

undertaking. You may be interested in it as much as I am. As stated in 

my Report, I had already worked on this Project for years before I got 

the AilS grant. I could do so much work in India within such a short 

period only because I was able to devote !!.ll my time to it and I had 

nine co-workers to help me. I returned to Columbi a almost ni ne -months 

ago. The Project is still at the same stage! I am a full-time employee 

of the UMC Library and have practically no help. Whatever promotional 

work I have been able to do has been on my own time and that of my wife. 

All the money has come from our own income, which is certainly not very 

large either. 

Those who have seen the Report have expressed their admiration at 

the qual i ty and quant i ty of the work done. I would like to say, 

however, that in terms of our final goal, we have hardly scratched the 

surface! The reason is obvious. We ara not just preparing a list, but 
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our ultimate objecti ve is to see that WE are able to produce the most 

exhaustive, systematic, and definitive "descriptive catalog" of all the 

Indian publications, in each and every subject, whether current or 

ceased. Ours will be an attempt not just to reproduce in a list what is 

already known and easi ly accessi ble, but to collect the data, on the 

known as well as unknown titles, in the most i-ntensive as well as 

extensive, exhaustive as well as comprehensive manner, and to prepare a 

systematic, descriptive catalog of the highest order featuring all the 

possible characteristics of information of each and every periodical 

publication ever published in India! 

My Master List already contains more than 10,000 entries. Yet I 

could not cover the "Humanities to the same extent as the social 

sciences. Here is another aspect presented just for contrast. The 

Accessions ~: India covers approximately 26 languages. I have 

covered only three! I could not cover the government documents, so 

extensively covered in AL, to any appreciable extent because I did not 

want to duplicate what is being attempted at Duke. As you already know, 

Duke is covering only the years 1858-1950, and will be limited to what 

is already available in selected American libraries . After the Duke 

Union Catalog is published, we will try to ascertain what is not covered 

therein and fill in the gaps. I need not repeat that our attempt is to 

cover §!l the Indian publications ever published since the very 

beginning to-date. It will be a significant contribution to the field. 

So, a good deal of work has yet to be done--much more than what is 

already done. It is desi rable that all the data collected become an 

integral part of a national computer network and be made available on

line to each and every library in the United States! Also, we will make 

provision for producing all kinds of sub-lists at our will and will 

issue periodically the needed print-outs. But our medium will be the 

electronic technology and not the movable metallic types!! 

Considering what is explicitly stated above, though in brief, and 

much more that is implied, we have founded a self-perpetuating, 

permanent, corporate body and have named it the "International Council 

on TULIP." It wi 11 serve as a Not-For-Profi t, Tax-exempt Corporati on 

and wi 11 be incorporated in the State of Mi ssouri • Thi s proposal has 
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been endorsed unan i mously by the South Asi a Studi es Commi ttee of the 

University of Missouri-Columbia. We have requested Dr. Douglas 

Ensmi nger to be the Presi dent and he has kindly agreed. You may know 

that Dr. Ensmi nger served Indi a for almost two decades as the Chi ef 

Representative of the Ford Foundation. He is a living symbol of the:! 

Indo-American technical and cultural cooperation. N~w he is a Profe:!ssor 

Emeritus of Rural Sociology here at the University of Missouri-Columbia, 

and is also the President of the Mid-Missouri Associated Colleges & 

Universities. 

Thi sis my pre I imi nary report to you on what I have done so far. 

TULIP cannot remain a one-man show forever if it is to succeed and serve 

the learned world. We need a very wide:! support base to give it the 

national and international status it deserves. 

We hereby request you to accept its co-sponsorship. We would like 

to make it absolutely clear that thi s does not involve any fi nanci al 

commitment on your part, none whatsoever. We need your cooperation and 

advice to achieve the common goal. Please let us know if we can 

announce your acceptance of thi s co-sponsorshi p. We have recei ved 

encouraging response from many institutions. A complete list of all the 

institutions/individuals approached so far is attached to this letter. 

If you have any suggest ions for the names that could be added to our 

list, please let us know. We want to seek the most extensive support 

for the project. 

We also request you kindly to advise us as to the agencies that can 

be approached for the grant. We believe the following agencies can be 

requested: 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

U.S. Office of Education 

Council on Library Resources. 

While the acceptance of co-sponsorship does not entail any 

obligatory, financial commitment on your part, you can certainly extend 

all possible assistance voluntarily. For example, a leading university 

in the Far West has sent us a copy of the:!ir Serials Record on microfiche:! 

which contains 65,000 titles. We know that certain institutions in this 

country are cataloging their backlog of Indian periodical publications 
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with subst8nti8l fin8nci8l assist8nce from external agencies. We would 

welcome copies of 8ny such constituent entries for the catalogs that are 

in the process of preparation. 

Thanking you, 
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Below is given the list of "prospective sponsors" which were 

approached for co-sponsorship: 

The project TULIP 

(Union List of Indian Periodicals) 

PROSPECTIVE SPONSORS 

1. Dr. Edward C. Dimock, Jr.; President, American Institute of 

Indian Studies, 1130 East 59th Street, Chicago, IL-60637. 

2. Mr. Kenneth R. Logan, South/Southeast Asia Library Service, 

University of California Library, Berkeley, CA-94720. 

3. Mr. Ray Boylan, Assistant Director, Center for Research 

Libraries, 5721 Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago, IL-60637. 

4. Professor Maureen L. P. Patterson, Head, South Asian Collection, 

University of Chicago Library, 1100 East 57th Street, Chicago, IL-60637. 

5. South Asia Bibliographer, Herbert Lehman Library, Columbia 

University, New York, NY-10027. 

6. Mr. Ved P. Kayastha, South and Western Asia Section, Cornell 

University Libraries, Ithaca, NY-14850. 

7. Mr. Avinash C. ~aheshwary, South Asia Librarian, Duke University 

Library, Durham, NC-27706. 

8. Mr. Raymond D. Lum, Asian Specialist, Collection Development, 

Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA-02138. 

9. Mr. Narindar K. Aggarwal, South Asia Librarian, South' West Asia 

Library, University of Illinois, Urbana, IL-61801. 

10. Mr. S. M. Masters, South Asia Collection, Kansas State 

University Library, Manhattan, KS-66502. 

11. Mr. Rodney G. Sarle, Chief, Overseas Operation Division, 

Processing Department, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. 

12. Mr. Louis A. Jacob, Head, Southern Asia Section, Orientalia 

Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. 

13. Dr. Om P. Sharma, Head, South Asia Section, University of 

Michigan library, Ann Arbor, MI-48104. 

14. South Asia Bibliographer, Michigan State University Library, 

East Lansing, MI-48823. 
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15. Mr. Henry Scholberg, librarian, Ames Library of South Asia, 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MH-55455. 

16. Head, South Asia Collection, Hew York Public Library, Hew York, 

HY-l0018. 

17. Miss Kanta Bhatia, South Asia Bibliographer, Charles Patterson 

Van Pelt Library, University of Pennsylvania, Philad~lphia, PA-19l74. 

18. Dr. Ailnslee T. Embree, Counselor for Cultural Affiars, American 

Center, Hew Delhi, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 

19. Mr. Gurnek Singh, Head, Area Studies and South Asia 

Bibliographer, E. S. Bird Library, Syracuse University, Syracuse, 

HY-132l0. 

20. Miss Merry Burlingham, South Asia Bibliographer, University of 

Texas Library, Austin, TX-787l2. 

21. The Area Collection Bibliographer, University of Virginia 

Library, Charlottesville, VA-22903. 

22. Mrs. Irene Joshi, South Asia Bibliographer, University of 

Washington Libraries, Seattle, WA-98l95. 

23. Mr. Jack Wells, South Asia Bibliographer, Memorial library, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI-53706. 

24. Head, South Asia collection, Yale University Library, Hew Haven, 

CT-06520. 
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AROUND WITH A BEGGING BOWL 

Indo-U.S. Sub-Comm;ss;on 

We have already noted above that an International Council on TULIP 

was formed under the auspices of the South Asia Studies Program of the 

Uni versity of Mi ssouri --Columbi a to undertake the responsi bi 1 i ty for 

securing adequate funds to complete the TULIP Project. We tried every 

possible source for financial aid. We explored every possible avenue. 

We knocked at every door with a begging bowl in our hand. 

Indo-U.S. Subcommission on Education and Culture seemed to be a good 

possi bi 1 i ty. Wi th the help of our fri ends and supporters we submi tted 

an application to this Commission. We sent in good recommendations. 

Dr. Bob Goheen, the then American Ambassador to India was its past 

American co-chairman. Dr. K. R. Narayanan was the Indian Co-chairman at 

the time. We requested Ambassador Goheen to recommend the Project TULIP 

to Prof. Narayanan, who was also the Vice-Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru 

University in New Delhi. 

The President of our TULIP Council, Dr. Douglas Ensminger sent the 

following request to Ambassador Goheen on October 23, 1980. 

Dr. Robert F. Goheen 

U.S. Ambassador to India 

Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Bob: 

I am wri ti ng ina dual role, fi rst as one havi ng a 

sustained interest in India and Indo-American relations, and 

second as president of International Council on TULIP. 

The proposal I am writing in support of is fully presented 

in the attached letter from Dr. Murari Nagar, addressed to 

Professor Franklin Long and endorsed by Dr. Ainslie T. Embree. 

I see the completi on of thi s proposed project on the 

preparation of a systematic and comprehensive list of Indian 

periodical publications in the humanities and social sciences 
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as a mutual contribution to India and the world community of 

scholars. 

I hope you will find the proposal to be one you can 

endorse to Professor K.R. Narayanan, Vice-Chancellor, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of my book, 

just out by Iowa State University Press, entitled "Conquest Qf 

World Hunger and Poverty." 

Cordially, 

Douglas Ensminger 

P.S.: An actual copy of the Report is being sent under 

separate cover. 

~The result was a b;9 "0." 

Here ;s the reply from Ambassador Goheen to the above request: 

Ambassador of the 

United States of America 

New Delhi 

November 17, 1980 

Dr. Douglas Ensminger 

President 

231 Gentry Hall 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65211 

Dear Doug: 

I am writing to acknowledge your letter of October 23 and 

the receipt of the information on Project TULIP from Dr. 

Murari Hagar. 

I cannot presume to speak for the Indo-US Subcommission, 

but our esti mate here is that it wi 11 probably fi nd Project 
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TULIP well beyond its fin~ncial cap~city; nor does the 

Subcommission seem to us the appropriate mechanism to sponsor 

this sort of bibliogr~phical undert~king. The logic~l sponsor 

would seem to be the Library of Congress or the Ameri can 

Institute of Indian Studies, each of which also has its own 

funding sources. 

It is wi th genui na regret that I send thi s less than 

helpful reply. 

With best reg~rds, 

Sincerely, 

Robert F. Goheen 

P. S. Th~nks for the copy of Conquest 2f. World Hunger and 

Poverty. It presents ~ compelling case, ~nd I am glad to have 

been able to maka it p~rt of my education. 

The f011w;ng progress report on TULIP project was subm;tted to AAS 

on January 28, 1981: 

Dr. Rhoads Murphy 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Association for Asian Studies 

1 Lane Hall 

University of Michigan 

Dear Dr. Murphy: 

International Studies 

3A31 Ellis Library 

University of Missouri 

Columbi~, MO 65201 

January 28, 1981 

This is my progress and financi~l report on the Project TULIP for 

the pari od end; ng December 31, 1980. I am plaased to say that steady 

progress has been maintained and the expenditure kept to ~ minimum. 

Once again I would like to express my deep appreciation for the 

encouraging support you have given to the Project, which enabled me to 

have full funding from the Research Council of the University of 
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Missouri. Your support has given us a kind of national recognition. 

This augurs well for the future. 

Thi sis an interim sub-project intended to create a "model", a 

"prototype", whi ch may enable us to secure the needed large grant, 

approximately three quarters of a million dollars from an agency such as 

the National Endowment for the Humanities or the U.S. Office of 

Education (Title II-C). 

I had to face many problems in the beginning since this is a 

short-term sub-project. There is no assurance of continuity; no 

guarantee of permanence. One problem has been the non-avai labi 1 i ty of 

trained/experienced staff for this kind of temporary yet very demanding 

work. As you already know, Columbia is a small university town. The 

Un i versi ty is the largest employer of those who 1 i ve in and around 

Columbia. By the same token, the University library system is the 

largest employer of practicing and prospective librarians in this town. 

I had hoped to secure the serv ices of some sen i or graduate 1 i brary 

sci ence students neari ng completi on of thei r degrees. But I could not 

get any in spite of my best and prolonged efforts. All were employed by 

the University library. Finally, I got one student. She was only a 

beginner. She worked for only three months and left the Project as soon 

as she got a regular, though temporary, job in a branch library! 

However, now I have a good library assistant. He hails from Zambia, 

is a young, ambitious library science student, and promises to be a 

useful co-worker. However, he is st ill an apprent ice and cannot be 

fully frui tful. I also have a fi ne typi st who does a sati sfactory job. 

Thus the work is coming along fine. 

The data represented in 10,000 entries, and incorporated into the 

three volume set of the "Master list" are at best in a very crude, raw 

form, though intrinsically possessing a good deal of research and 

reference value. Following the earnest desire and advice of some of my 

friends and colleagues, I had decided to get the entire "Master list" 

retyped in a uniform format with occasional verification and some 

editing. However, a careful consideration of the total spectrum led me 

to follow a more beneficial and constructive path, which will enable us 

to achieve the final objective in a more productive manner. It was 
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found preferable in more than one way to accomplish the task of revision 

and editorial work in an intensive manner and bring the entries to their 

final, finished form--as much as could be done without physical 

verification of the sets of volumes. After all, this interim 

sub-project is only a means to the end--to secure the full grant, and 

complete the total project. Therefore, I concluded that the data be 

verified, organized and authenticated with the help of standard 

authoritative sources such as the National Union Catalog, Union ~ of 

Serial" ~ Serial Titles and the British Union Catalog gi Periodicals, 

etc. We also decided to utilize the resources of the data made 

available by OCLC, thanks to the University of Missouri at Columbia 

Library Administration, which itself is engaged in preparing an 

exhaustive and systematic computerized list of its own serial 

collections. 

The presently available funds may not enable us to bring all the 

10,000 entries in their final, finished form, but whatever we are able 

to complete will show what can be achieved. It will be a significant 

demonstration project. We had to choose between the quality and 

quantity. Naturally, we opted for the quality. 

A good deal of work has been accomplished because the Project has 

secured the selfless servi ces of Mrs. Sarla Devi Nagar, who is fully 

qualified to share my burden. Hers is a labor of love. We have managed 

to do a good deal of work wi th comparati vely less expendi ture simply 

because her serv ices are honorary. For the kind of work she does, the 

Library of Congress pays to its South Asia catalogers as many as $36,000 

per year, which comes to approximately $22.00 per hour! 

Obviously, the world of periodical publications is ever-changing, 

ever-becoming, ever-new. It is essential that the total universe of 

records is provided with full facility and scope for unlimited 

additions, alterations, insertions, deletions, interpolations and 

relocations--all types of changes in the data. We need total 

manipulability, which ;s a vital key to success. It is extremely 

difficult, if not almost impossible, to type such changing data over and 

over aga in in convent i onal manner on sheets of paper. There is the 

probabi 1 i ty of an error bei ng commi tted for every character typed and 
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there are heart-rending omissions of total lines. Also the 

proof-reading of such intricate entries (samples enclosed) is expensive, 

exactaing, and time-consuming, especially when the "typist" demands 

$5.00 per hour as the minimum remuneration (plus 20 percent for 

proof-reading) and cannot even "copy" the text correctly. This 

observation is based on an actual experience. It was frustrating. The 

best available service on the campus proved to be totally disappointing. 

The final outcome was complete estrangement. 

We concluded that if we do not want to waste our preci ous time, 

money, and energy--which are so limited in terms of our total needs and 

the availability of the funds--we must type the entries individually, 

following the principle of one-to-one-correspondence, i.e. only one 

entry on one sheet. This method has potentialities for storing the 

corrected and fi nally typed data in instalments whi ch can be 

photographically reproduced when the total list is completed and 

systematically arranged. There is no need to type the same material 

again, and again, correct again and make a fair copy once again. The 

idea of getting the List typed in conventional manner had to be 

permanently and totally rejected. We decided to retype the entries on 

sheets of 4 1/4" x . 5 1/2" size individually so that there is a 

one-to-one-correspondence. This will enable us to have maximum possible 

flexibility. 

When all the entries are finally typed, they will be pasted on large 

sheets of paper and reproduced photographically. This will enable us to 

continuously incorporate new entries as they are prepared and are ready 

to be merged in the permanent sequence. 

We have incorporated the Accessions ~ through June 1980. Hindi 

titles have been transliterated in the most scientific manner to achieve 

consistency and uniformity and also to avoid duplication. As of today, 

1500 entri es have been fully completed and veri fi ed wi th the help of 

various catalogs and sources mentioned above. They are finally typed 

and proof-read. The examples of such entries in their earlier and final 

form are enclosed just to give you an idea of the type of work done and 

the amount of energy put in to bring the data into their new form. 
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We have been observing utmost economy so that sufficient funds are 

made available for printing and binding of the final reference resource. 

It is estimated that this interim sub-project will be completed 

before the end of the year. 

Sincerely yours. 

Murari L. Nagar 

P.S. I am sending under separate post a copy of the revised and enlarged 

second edition of my report on Project TULIP and a copy of my plan for 

the future. 

WHY "Master List" Was not Duplicated 

Part 3 of my Report to the AIlS. submitted in August 1979 well 

descri bes the ci rcumstances under whi ch the "Master List" came into 

being. It was a measure of safety. security. and transportability. 

Five or six typists continuously typed in a compact style the entire 

collection of more than 10.000 entries. We could not even proof-read 

what was typed in sljch great rush. No correcti ons were marked or 

card ed out. In our enthusi asm to make the product of our hard labor 

available to a wider circle of critics and to generate some support and 

funding. we decided to go ahead and multiply the "Master List." But as 

we proceeded with our checking and verification. we found that there 

were innumerable flaws. These have been pointed out throughout the TEST 

and TULSI. here. there. and everywhere. We found that authentication. 

verification. validation. and determination of the correctness of the 

data were more essenti al than mere reproducti on. whatever benefi ts it 

might promise . 

Our ancient morel teachers have taught us: Speak the truth; the 

whole truth; nothi ng but truth. Thi sis the oath taken before the 

witness steps on the stand . We decided accordingly to wait until we 

were fully satisfied that we were speakling the truth. the whole truth. 

nothing but truth. We wanted to keep our conscience clear. We wanted 

to assert: We have done our best. And when we have done our best. we 
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could not do better! We did not want to tender any apologies later. It 

is better not to speak rather than speak the half-truth. 

We kept ourselves on the right track. though we could take only a 

few steps. But we learnt a good deal--how to steer clear of the 

pitfalls and how to maintain steady course toward the final destination. 

Also the projected and planned mechanism of typing the entries on 

half-sheets and then reproducing them photographically crumbled to 

pieces. It was not at all satisfactory. We decided to go the computer 

way. Either computerization. or nothing at all! We were determined. 

Almi ghty God ful fi lIed our dream. In retrospect we can safely say 

that we were right. What is being offered now in the form of TULIP 

Bouquet is much more sa'ti sfactory and acceptable. Of course. there are 

many shortcomings. The best living creation of the Perfect Lord is the 

Man. But how imperfect he is! Now we can just imagine how imperfect 

the creation of an imperfect man could be! And in such adverse 

circumstances! 

It is almost a one man's affair! Or. one woman's affair!! 

According to Indian Scriptures and tradition the female energy is the 

driving force behind all the activities of man! So the real credit goes 

to the Joi nt Project Di rector. Mrs. Sarla Devi Nagar! The fact that 

TULIP is a one man's affair was well appreciated. recognized. and noted 

by a granting agency. While still rejecting the grant proposal on 

certain administrative and procedural grounds. the Agency had declared: 

On the positive side the reviewers recognized the amount 

and quality of accomplishments up to this point due for the 

most part to the dedication of the applicant to the project. 

The follwong proposal Nas submitted to AIlS for 1982 selection: 

Universal List of Indian Periodical Publications 

In the Humanities and Social Sciences 

This is a proposal to complete the second phase of an international 

bibliographical project and publish the research data collected to date 

thereby making them available to the scholars and libraries allover the 

world. This will be an end by itself. 
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I have already submitted to the American Institute of Indian Studies 

copies of my comprehensive proposal and the Report Qn the preparation of 

~ systematic and comprehensive list of Indian periodical publications in 

the Humanities and Social Sciences n ~ means to compile M American 

Union List (2nd edition, revised & enlarged. Columbia, MO, University 

of Mi ssouri, 1980, 148 p.). Pages 3-4 contai n a summary of the work 

accomplished through 1979. My basic proposal, developed in 1975, and 

subsequently submitted to the Institute, appears on pages 12-17. Pages 

98-109 present an account of my all-India study tour in "Quest for 

Co-operation." Although lack of time and money did not allow me to do 

full justice to my mission and objectives, yet I was able to visit some 

important libraries in Madras, Hyderabad, Calcutta, Varanasi, and Delhi. 

I found that the librarians allover India are ever eager to cooperate 

with me in every possible way (see also p. 14, paragraph 2, concluding 

sentence of the Report). 

Unfortunately, however, little progress has been made since my 

return to Columbia in July 1979. As the full-time International Studies 

Librarian at the University of Missouri - Columbia, I get hardly any 

time to work on this enormous bibliographical undertaking. The 

si tuati on is getti ng worse due to budget cuts. The only way now to 

complete at least the second phase of the TULIP Project is for me to 

return to India for two years and work in collaboration with some 

librarians. Hence I am approaching the Institute once again with full 

confidence that it will enable me to complete what was begun with its 

generous assistance. 

The Instituta, my University, and the Association for Asian Studies 

have already invested at least $70,000 in this Project. Mrs. Sarla Devi 

Nagar has donated at least two full years of her valuable ti me and 

energy, whi ch, if compensated at the rate of the payment made by the 

Library of Congress to its South Asia catalogers for such work, would 

amount to another $70,000. A minimum of 30,000 work hours have already 

gone into this operation. (If the number of hours appears incompatible 

wi th the amount of dollars invested, the explanati on lies in the fact 

that a good' deal of work was done in Indi a where the cost of men and 

materials is qui te low>. If we do not want all thi s time, money, and 
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anergy to remain practically useless forevar, means and methods must be 

secured to bring the work to a stage where the research scholars all 

over the world are able to shara the fru its of our labor. Thi sis a 

request not to initiate a project, but to complete one more phase of a 

great project, one that has been in the making for a number of years, 

represents an enormous investment of time, money, and energy will go to 

total waste if tha data collected so far are not presented in an 

organized manner and disseminated in a usable form. The Project is too 

valuable to be abandoned and needs adequate fi nanci al support and a 

productive environment. The completion of the second stage will be a 

significant forward step. 

Leading South Asia specialists around the country, who have seen the 

Report, and my fallow faculty members on the campus, who hava also seen 

the "Master List", have found the qual i ty and quant i ty of the work 

performed very impressive (supra 112-128). These documents of 

appreci at i on and support persuasi vely demonstrate how much has been 

achieved and how valuable all that is. I would like to say, however, 

that in terms of our final goal we have hardly done more than just take 

a few preliminary steps. The reason is obvious. We are not just 

praparing a list; our ultimate objective is to produce an exhaustive, 

systematic, authentic, and definitive descriptive catalog of the highest 

order, featuring all the possible characteristics of information of 

every periodical publication evar published in India! The TULIP 

env i sages to be the most exhaust i ve, systemat i c, accurate, and 

authoritative record of all the Indian periodical publications ever 

published, wherein each constituent element will receive the most 

comprehensive, definitive, cataloging treatment and bio-bibliographical 

description. This is our ideal; our goal. 

I wish to work in India for about two years at some great libraries 

in Delhi, Bomaby, Madras, Varanasi, and Calcutta. The enormous 

bio-bibliographical data relative to India's periodical publications 

collected to date will be verified, organized, edited, and fully 

cata 1 oged, and f ina 11 y converted into an automated system mak i ng them 

machine-readable and manipulable. This is what we mean by the "second" 

phase of the Project. 
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I propose to ut il i ze the best ava ilable techn i ques of modern 

computer technology. The basic form of the list will be "published" not 

by means of movable metall i c types, but by computers. I wi 11 make 

extensi ve analyses of the contents and provi de suffi ci ent number of 

indices according to the names of sponsoring bodies, geographical 

locations, language, subjects, and the like. 

This computerization work can very well be done in India. A letter 

from Bombay's Nat i onal Centre for Software Development and Comput i ng 

Techniques of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research is enclosed. 

The estimated cost there happens to be only Rs. 45,000 ($5,000 approx.), 

while the Computer Centre of the UMC has quoted $31,000 for the same 

work. So even the fruits of modern computer technology are available 

far more economically in India while the quality is acceptable. And the 

tragedy of the total situation is that we may never be able to raise 

even $31,000 in the U.S.A. for this work. 

TULIP will also be published in India by means of computers in book 

form and made available at a reasonable price to scholar and librarians 

not only in India and the U.S.A., but throughout the world. 

A conservative, modest budget has already been submitted to the 

Institute. 

The comprehensive proposal submitted to the Institute demonstrates 

the value of the TULIP Project from the American point of view. I would 

like to add a few words and demonstrate why India too needs TULIP. It 

will be an instrument for the discovery, recovery, and dissemination of 

India's cultural heritage, embodied in her periodical publications 

deposited in major libraries of the world, as it will include a global 

survey and census of libraries and publications. The final form of 

TULIP will feature complete bio-bibliographical details of all the 

Indian periodical publications available not only in India but also in 

England and in the Uni ted States . Therefore, Indi a may be able to 

discover some of her most precious embodiments of knowledge--her 

cultural heritage--now preserved only in great libraries abroad. 

Scholars acquainted with the Indian collections in British and American 

libraries know that innumerable, valuable publications that originated 

in India ara not available there even in one copy today . However, 
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modern reprography can enable India to secure at least reproductions. if 

not originals. of those rare works which she does not have even in one 

copy! Here lies some justification for India's extending her hand of 

cooperation to make the Project a real success. 

The Project TULIP has potential to promote India's cultural heritage 

and serve as a bed-rock for Indo-Ameri can cultural co-operat i on on a 

permanent basis. It may further the cause of Indian studies not only in 

India and the United States, but throughout the world wherever Indian 

periodical publications are acquired. preserved. and served. Ultimately 

it may give India a complete record of all her periodical publications 

ever published. and the United States a basis for preparing a union list 

of their holdings in American libraries. This project, in fact, may 

become the first bi-national bibliographical undertaking of this nature. 

The proposed work in Indi a wi 11 enable us to complete the se~ond 

phase. i.e. organize and publish the data collected so far. The final 

product wi 11 emerge as a great bi bl i ographi cal tool for research and 

reference. We will have in our hands the fruits of our labor invested 

to date. 

If and when "better" times re-appear and the dollars start pouring 

in once again for such projects, we will have a ready-made instrument to 

accompl ish the thi rd and fi nal phase: Record the holdi ngs of Ameri can 

libraries and compile the American Union List. Until then the proposed 

Universal List (having become a reality) will remain as a monument of 

Indo-American cultural cooperation. 

summary 

Completion and publication in computerized form of a systematic and 

comprehensive list of Indian periodical publications in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences that may eventually serve also as an instrument to 

compile an American union list. The proposed work will complete the 

second phase of a great international bibliographical project which has 

been in the making since 1975. ' and wherein an enormous amount of time. 

money. and energy, including substantial AIlS funds, have already been 

invested. The outcome wi 11 be an important research tool that wi 11 

serve the cause of Indic studies throughout the world. 
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THE PROJECT TULIP: Est;mates of Expend;ture 

";n;mum T;me Needed: 

Minimum Expenditure in Indian 

rupees, expressed in U.S. dollars 

I. PERSONNEL 

A. Principal Investigator 

--Project Director 

(U.S. citizen) 

B. Professional Lib-

rarians (3) 

C. Library assistants (3) 

D. Technical and clerical 

assistants (4) 

Total Personnel 

Per Month 

Per Person 

$1,500 

200 

100 

75 

$1,875 

II. INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL for 2 

(Project Director and his wife) 

Total 

Total 

$1,500 

600 

300 

300 

$2,700 

III. TRAVEL IN INDIA--Boarding and Lodging 

Conveyance for 2 persons for 6 months at 

$40 per day (average) outside the 

headquarters 

IV. EXCESS BAGGAGE for Research Materials-

to and from India 

V. COPYING EQUIPMENT and Services--Type

writers (rental), Microfilming, and 

Xeroxing 

VI. COMPUTERIZING AND PUBLISHING Services 

VII . HEALTH AND OTHER INSURANCE and Medical 

Costs 

VIII. CONTINGENCY AND RESERVE (including 

rental of physical facilities, etc . ) 

Grand Total 
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2 Years 

$108,000 

Total 

For 24 Months 

$36,000 

14,400 

7,200 

7,200 

$64,800 

$ 5,000 

$14,600 

$ 2,000 

$ 2,500 

$14,000 

$ 500 

$ 4,600 

$108,000 
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From: 

P. Sadanandan 

Manager, Software Systems and Operations 

National Centre for Software Development and 

Computing Techniques 

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research 

Homi Bhabha Road 

Bombay-400 005 INDIA 

Ref:TFR/NC/PS/863/ 

To: 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar 

International Studies 

University of Missouri-Columbia Library 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65201 U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

June 7, 1980 

Thank you for your letter dated May 21 addressed to Professor 

Narasimhan. Let me try to answer your queries briefly: 

1. There are several computer systems in India that can handle your 

text-processi ng job. Parti cularly, the DECsystem 10 at NCSDCT, TIFR 

offers: 

a) extensive timesharing facility 

b) excellent file management system and text editor 

c) sort package 

d) data base management facility and 

e) a photo typesetting package. 

There are also printing presses in Bombay that are equipped to 

handle computer-generated text-outputs in the form of magnet i c tape 

records. Two well-ci rculated books have been produced usi ng these 

facilities at HCSDCT. 

The configuration of the computer system is enclosed. 

2. The following computer systems are also available as indicated: 

CDC Cyber 720 National Information Centre, New Delhi 
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DECsystem 1090 

Burroughs 6700 

DECsystem 1090 

IBM System 370/155 

These computer 

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur 

Jadavpur University, Calcutta 

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. 

centres should be directly approached for 

availability of time and other facilities. Apart from these, there are 

several medium-range and mini computer systems available in Bombay and 

elsewhere. 

3. The following cost estimates are to be used only as a guideline 

and not as a commitment. A more precise estimate can be arrived at only 

after looking into the details of problem specification. 

Cost of transcription (including verification) 

into machine readable files 

Software development (including test runs) 

Production runs 

Rs. 15,000 

Rs. 20,'000 

Rs. 10,000 

4. It is easy to ensure the compatibility of data and programs with 

other computer systems for later use in U.S. 

Please feel free to wri te to me for any further detai Is on the 

subject. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

P. Sadanandan 

The Following proposal was suba.itted to the U. S. Department of 

Education seeking a Grant under Title II-C in February 1982. 

Introduction 

This is a proposal to continue and complete an international 

bibliographical project which has been in the making for many years. At 

least thi rty thousand work-hours in terms of ti me, ni nety thousand 

dollars ($90,000) in terms of money and an immeasurable physical as well 

as intellectual energy have already gone into this operation. If we do 

not want all this investment of time, money, and energy to remain 

practically useless forever, we must continue and complete this Project 
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50 that its benefi ci al results are made ava i lable to scholars and 

libraries allover the world. It is proposed to prepare and "publish" 

in automated form a comprehensive, systematic, and authentic union list 

of South Asian periodical publications, preserved and served in American 

research libraries. To begi n wi th, we wi sh to cover Indo-Pak-Bangla 

periodical publications (the latter two through 1947), in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences in three major languages of the sub-continent 

(English, Hindi. and Sanskrit), each publication receiving the most 

exhaustive bio-bibliographical description and definitive cataloging 

treatment. This project will include the design and development of a 

computer program whi ch wi 11 enable us to secure full bi bl i ographi cal 

control over, and prov i de an expedi t i ous access to, the massi ve data 

already collected and still more to be collected by working for at least 

two more years in the field. The final (i.e. third) year wili be 

devoted to work in the U.S.A. and in Canada in visiting twenty-five 

major North Ameri can research 1 i brari es for an extensi ve census and 

survey of their collections and recording their holdings relative to the 

titles covered in TULIP and also noting down additional titles, if any, 

held by them but not covered till then. 

It is proposed not just to create but also to maintain this 

universal data file in computerized form. Ours wi 11 be one of the 

numerous attempts bei ng made at 50 many i nsti tuti ons and centers of 

higher learning in the United States to develop a comprehensive national 

data base of all the periodical publications preserved and being served 

in the whole of the United States. We believe we can make some 

significant contribution toward the common goal by completing the work 

in one field (South Asia). 

It is possible that the total data we collect, organize, catalog, 
, 

and edi t may become, someday in the future, an integral part of a 

nati onal computer network and be made avai lable "on 1 i ne" to every 

scholar and library in the U.S.A. and Canada. Provision will also be 

made to reproduce the data mechanically on fiche, tape or paper 50 that 

TULIP becomes available to other libraries and scholars here and abroad, 

who do not have access to "on line" facilities. 
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Background 

Submitted herewith is my Report 2n the preparation of ~ systamatic 

and comprehansiva list of Indian pariodical pUblications in tha 

Humanitias and Social Sciancas ~ ~ maans to compila sn Amarican Union 

list (2nd ed., rev. , enl . , Columbia, MO, Univarsity of Missouri, 1980. 

148 p.). The TULIP Project is the fi rst attempt of its ki nd. Although 

I had baan working on this project for many years, my official duties as 

the South Asia librarian at the University of Missouri--Columbia did not 

parmit me to do real justice to this enormous bibliographical 

undertaking. Nevertheless, by the end of 1977, I had already collected 

valuable data pertaining to approximately 3,000 titles on 12,000 index 

cards. 

In 1978 the Ameri can Insti tute of Indi an Studi es awardad me a 

Smithsonian Sanior Resaarch Fellowship for a yaar's work in India. ' In 

addition, my University granted me not only sabbatical laave, but also 

some financial assistance through its Resaarch Council. My wife, Sarla, 

a trained and experienced librarian, and I reached India in early 

October, 1978. We established an office in Mysore under the generous 

auspices of the University of Mysore. We engaged the services of four 

professi onal 1 i brari ans and an equal number of experi anced typi sts. 

This taam of ten worked vigorously for ten months. Approximately forty 

union catalogs and lists of periodical publications, produced in India, 

England and the United States, as well as some individual library 

catalogs, were di gested, and extensi ve basi c data pertai ni ng to about 

12,000 titles were collected on about 20,000 cards. These were arranged 

and integrated into one alphabeti cal sequence. Thereafter the total 

information was transferred onto 10,000 data sheets, developed by me and 

termed "Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder", each BBDR consisting of four pages (8 

1/2" x 11") and having provision for recording data relative to ovar one 

hundred categori es of i nformati on or data elemcmts. Once collected in 

this form, the total information was then typed on plain sheets of 

paper. This compact form of the "Master-list" extends to 1,000 pagas 

and features information in 10,000 entries. Subsequently, I explored 

many libraries in Madras, Hyderabad, Calcutta, Varanasi, and Delhi, with 

the result that our data base was considerably enriched. I returned to 
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Columbia in July 1979. Little progress has been made since then because 

of my full-time duties at the UMC Library. 

An Interim sub-project 

Encouraged by the gratifying support received from the scholars in 

the fi eld. I deci ded to reproduce the data already collected. My 

application to the Association for Asian Studies for funds was approved. 

Indeed. the Association stated: "This is one of the larger grants made. 

and is therefore a strong indication of our interest in your project and 

of our rating of its importance." My application to the UMC Research 

Counci I for the stipulated matching grant was also approved for full 

funding. It is hoped that this interim sub-project will soon be 

completed and the scholarly world will be able to use the data collected 

so far. embodied in the "Master List." which. being a source for 

research and reference. is an end in itself. 

Leading South Asia specialists around the country. who have seen the 

Report and my fellow faculty members on the campus. who have also seen 

the "Master List." have found the quality and quantity of the work 

performed very impressive (supra 112-128). 
t-, 

In terms of our final goal. 

however. we have hardly done more than just take a few preliminary 

steps. The re~son is obvious. We are not just preparing a list; our 

ultimate objective is to produce an exhaustive. systematic. authentic. 

and definitive "descriptive-catalog" of all the South Asian periodical 

publications. in every subject. whether current or extinct. Ours is an 

attempt not just to reproduce in a list what is already known and easily 

accessible. but to collect the data on the known as well as unknown 

titles. in the most intensive as well as extensive manner. and to 

prepare a systematic. automated union catalog of the highest order. 

featuring all the possible characteristics of information of every 

periodical publication ever published in the region! 

goal will be attained in several stages. 

Need for Search: Our Philosophy and "ethodology 

Of course. thi s 

let us take a recent example: A library in the South has received a 

substantial grant from the U.S. Department of Education under Title II-C 
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to prepare a List of Serials Holdings of one of their Special 

Collections. The Project Director has circulated a questionnaire 

ascertaining, among other things, the extent of the categories of 

information and bibliographical coverage to be provided in the proposed 

List. It is interesting to observe that the "beginning date of 

publication" will be cited only "if available." Also the "city of 

publication" will be cited only "if available." We brand this type of 

work as "arm-chair compilation". If a certain periodical was ever 

published, it is definitely conditioned by time and space--it must have 

commenced in a place and at a particular time. The question is: If 

this Project does not determine these two characteristics now, who will 

do this? Where? When? How? And why? Historical research does not 

depend upon the "availability" of information. The information has to 

be unearthed, di scovered, and recorded for the future. We do not 

subscribe to the philosophy of "escapism." If an event has ever occurred 

in the past, we must be able to find out where it did occur and when! 

uniqueness of TULIP 

I maintain that a union catalog is a catalog of catalogs. It is not 

merely a combined list. It must give complete biographical and 

bibliographical information on a periodical publication before the 

holdings of libraries are listed. TULIP meets this standard. Moreover, 

it is not merely a union catalog either. TULIP gives all the 

information on the present as well as the past of a given title before 

it di splays the holdi ngs. Thus it combi nes the features of a uni on 

catalog with those of a directory. (supra, 

to be called the first attempt of its kind. 

100 >. TULIP has the right 

Let us explore further • 

.Ih!l Uni on ~ .2f seri als in 1 i brad es of the Uni ted States and 

Canada (3rd ed. 1965) stops with 1949. It is now a permanently closed 

book. It will never see its fourth edition. No publication commencing 

after 1949 wi 11 ever fi nd a place in it, even though it mi ght be 

acquired by an American library. No reprints of the old sets, howsoever 

valuable, will be featured in it. No doubt the ULS provides sufficient 

bio-bibliographical details. However, it does not exhaust the universe 

of peri odi cals i cals, even of those that ori gi nated before 1949. For 
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example, as many as 40 percent of the titles appearing in the British 

union catalogue of periodicals (London, 1955-58) are not listed in it! 

New serials titles begins with 1949. Its entries are very brief. 

Neither is it exhaustive in its coverage of libraries, nor in reporting 

their holdings as compared to the ULS. 

1949 will ever find a place in it. 

No publication issued prior to 

The National union catalog is comparatively detailed, yet it does 

not report the i ndi vi dual i zed holdi ngs of serials (supra 116-118 and 
t\. 

120-121). 

Finally, the Ulrich's International periodicals directory is 

concerned only with current , publications. It provides many 

bio-bibliographical details not found in the three sources cited above. 

However, Ulrich's is not a union catalog of periodicals. Moreover, it 

is very very limited indeed as far as the South Asia publications are 

concerned. For example, the 1979/80 edition contains only seven entries 

beginning with the word "Punjab" which, by the way, extends through both 

India and Pakistan! 

Eclectic TULIP 

TULIP is planned to contain the best features of the above four 

kinds of reference sources. It blazes a new trail. I t shows a new 

path. TULIP is designed to be retrospective as well as current. Its 

entries feature maximum possible bibliographical details. It wi 11 be a 

union list as well as a directory of periodicals. Furthermore, as shown 

on page 4 of my Report, one of the most useful features of TULIP is 

that, unlike the traditional union catalogs, it does not locate a title 

in a specific library, but in some major union catalogs which report the 

title in reference. Therefore, it is an index to the world union 

catalogs--a master uni on catalog of uni on catalogs. Now a reader 

interested in a specific title need not wade through, say, two score and 

ten union catalogs to locate where in the world his desired title is 

available, but he (of course, she too) can consult only one TULIP and 

locate which specific union catalog reports the title sought. 

Inadequacy of American sources 
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Neither ULS nor NST does full justice to the South Asian field. A 

representative sampling of three thousand TULIP titles was checked 

against these two major American sources. Of 1280 pre-1949 serials, 480 

(i.e. only 37.5 percent) were found in the ULS, while as many as eight 

hundred (or 62.5 percent) were not. The sampling contained 1320 serials 

publi shed after 1949. Of these, seven hundred (or 53 percent) were 

found in NST, while 620 (or 47 percent) were not. These statistics 

demonstrate how inadequate these two American sources are as far as the 

South Asian field is concerned. 

Man;pulab;l;ty Needed 

I have identified and isolated approximately one hundred categories 

of information or data elements, which can enable us to collect, sort, 

organize, and feature the total information with ease, economy, ' and 

efficiency. We hold that a union list is not a pool of stagnant water, 

but a running river of flowing water, wherein many other streams, 

ri vulets, and even ri vers get merged as it proceeds in its course of 

progress and developmQnt. It is a I i vi ng organi sm that conti nues to 

grow and flow. It shOUld be possible to incorporate into the List fresh 

entities of information and to revise or remove the old ones whenever 

necessary. The system must admi t of change, every concei vable change, 

because the UL is an attempt to secure total control over the world of 

periodical publications, a world which, by its very nature, is 

ever-changing, ever-growing, and ever-becoming universe. Periodical 

publications are the embodiments of nascent thought. New publications 

appear; old ones di sappear. There are di vi si ons; there are mergers. 

There are unions; there are separations. There are marriages; there are 

divorces. New titles are acquired by libraries regularly. By "new" we 

do not mean necessarily "newly published," but "newly acquired," those 

which are not already available in a specific library. Old, valuable, 

out-of-print sets are reprinted every now and then. Their acquisition 

generates changQs also in the "holdings" component. To talk in terms of 

building and maintaining a collective record of such a changing world of 

periodical publications by conventional and traditional means and 

methods, and then trying to publish the total record through the 
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printing press, or even by photo-mechanical reproduction, is to deceive 

one's own self when we are passi ng through an age of commun i cat ions 

revolution. Such a changing world cannot be controlled by rigid, old 

printing technology, a production of which goes "out of date" even 

before the "press copy" goes to the press! It is absolutely essential 

that we be able to manipulate the collected and organized data in any 

way we desire, if we want to retrieve and feature the desired 

information in any desired order, group, or arrangement. 

computer Programm;ng 

The most appropriate way to secure complete bibliographical control 

over the enormous mass of nascent thought embodied in periodical 

publ i cati ons, on a conti nuous basi 15, is to secure the servi ces of the 

latest instruments developed in the field of computer technology and to 

maintain the totality of records "on line." There should be full scope 

for additions, alterations, deletions, and substitutions--all types of 

changes, if we want to meet the challenges posed by the ever-changi ng 

world of periodical publications. 

I have developed a speci al computer format whi ch, if programmed 

successfully, wi 11 n,ot only help us to complete a uni que Project, but 

also help other union list projects. It is compatible with national 

library networks 1 i ke MARC and OCLC wi th sl i ght adaptat ions here and 

there. Both the Department of Informati on Sci ence and the Computer 

Center of the Uni versi ty of Mi ssouri have endorsed the idea and have 

agreed to cooperate. Dr. Ralph H. Parker, Dean Emeritus, UMC School of 

Library & Information Science, has assured me that my "idea of putting 

this data into computerized form to facilitate the addition of holdings 

of American librari~s appears to be feasible" and that "when completed 

the list will be particularly valuable because of the capability of 

analyzi ng its contents by language, area, SUbject, etc." (p. 7 of the 

Report) . 

Inquiries will be made to ascertain whether any of the existing 

computer programs could be adopted in 12.!.g" or whether one could be 

adapted and modi fi ed to sui t our needs, or whether we wi 11 have to 

design and develop our own distinctive program. Basad on the 
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information gathered so far, it seQms likely that we may havQ to design 

our own distinctivQ program, because most of the programs created so far 

are designQd and developed to catalog individual titlQS of serials, and 

not to compile union catalogs. TULIP is a unique bibliographical 

record-bu i Idi ng endeavor, and no program known to me so far admi ts of 

the kind of extQnsive analyses and syntheses I am proposing to make. 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials had expressed and 

strQssed the need for such analysQs in their Permanent Program as early 

as 1957: 

It would morQover offer some means whereby the material 

1 i stQd could be located and segregated in accordance wi th 

those characteri sid cs whi ch are consi dered of importance by 

the people who use the materi al. Among such characteri st i cs 

are subject content, availability within a given locality or 

region, country of origin, currency, language, and period of 

publication. <po 2> 

Let me cite an example and show why thQ existing programs are not 

fully satisfactory. The UnivQrsity of California, Berkeley, in 

conjunction with Stanford and UCLA, received a total of 1.75 million 

dollars from the U.S. Department of Education under Title II-C "to 

produce sQrial finding tools in a true union list format." Below is 

reproduced their response to my inquiry: 

Thank you for your letter of October 27 and your proposal 

for expandi ng TULIP. You are embarked .Q.!l §. verv ambi ti ous 

journey. (stress added throughout). 

Unfortunately our experience at the Division of Library 

Automation does not really apply to your situation. ~ ~ 

not §. catalogi n9 agency but rather i!.!l ~ to merge 1 i sts II 

periodicals from the different libraries in California. A 

number of the input sources to our union list provide records 

that are less than MARC in both taggi ng and bi bl i ographi c 

content. Our list is providQd by finding the lowest common 

denomi nator in our input records to merge the varyi ng campus 

practices. We ameliorate some of the cataloging and tagging 

problems by using the KWOC format to create a finding list. " 
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Your proposal is intriguing. 

I am sendi ng you a copy of our analysi s on the 

production of the 1977 Union Ust of Sedals and a brochure 

for our current edition of CAllS (California Academic library 

list of Serials). This analysis may help provide evidence for 

the need of high standards in the creation of serials records. 

Innovat;ve Dev;ces 

TULIP is experimenting with many innovative and helpful devices. 

Here is an example. For identification, access, and reference purposes, 

certain organizations have assigned certain code numbers to the 

periodical publications, such as ISSN, lC Card Humber, and OClC Humber. 

Unfortunately, however, none of these are expressi ve! They have no 

intrinsic meaning. They are not mnemonic. They are arbitrary. I ~ave 

designed a configuration of symbols which is significant, meaningful, 

and mnemonic. It admits of universal application. It can be designed 

and assigned by any library or organization without reference to any 

other higher organization, central authority, or power. The periodical 

publication itself will carry it, as it were, in its own pocket since 

its very inception. This TULIP CODE will have five facets: (Subject) 

(language) (Place) (Date) (Frequency). Here is an example. The entry 

is reproduced from Al80: 

People's democracy. v.l- June 27, 1965-

Hew Delhi, Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

weekly, English. 

Some numbers issued in combined form. 

"Organ of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)." 

Some issues not available. 

Available on microfilm from the library of Congress 

Photoduplication Service. 

lC card no. SA 66-3077 

The above periodical publication has history of India as its subject 

(thought-content), English as the language, India--Delhi as the place of 

publication, 1965 as the year of origin and "weekly" as the frequency. 

Therafore, its TULIP CODE can be DS4eID965w. This configuration of 
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numbers will also enable us to analyze and synthesize the total data by 

subject, language, region, chronology, and frequency. This 

identification number can be expanded at will at all the points 

(facets). A special note on this innovative device is attached. 

Super;or Catalog;ng 

The cataloging of many South Asian periodical publications, 

performed even at the Library of Congress, suffers, many a time, from 

inadequacy. Thi s statement is as bold as it is true. Not that the LC 

does not possess a 5uffi ci ent number of catalogers. It does and in 

sufficient numbers. Not that those LC catalogers do not possess 

sufficient technical k'flowledge. They do and in sufficient quality as 

well as quanti ty. What LC does not possess is the WILL to do so, the 

need to do so, the pri od ty to do so. LC does not want to catalog S'outh 

Asia publications adequately because it cannot afford to do so due to 

lack of funds and many other factors. Moreover, it does not have 

adequate data at hand. It does not fi nd any need to go out and search 

for them. Also LC cannot and does not catalog all the South Asia 

pub 1 i cati ons. Even when it does, it cannot gi ve them the same ki nd of 

top priority and full cataloging treatment as it can to, say, an 

American publication on energy, which is in much greater demand. It is 

a matter of demand and supply and the availabilty of financial resources 

on continuous basis. 

Let us take as an example a very important publication, entitled 

AICC economic review (1949-70), a journal of the Economic and Political 

Research Department of the All Indi a Congress Commi ttee of the Indi an 

National Congress--the Congress of Gandhi, Nehru, and Indira, which won 

independence for India and is still providing peace, progress, and 

prosperi ty to the nat ion. Not even a si ngle 1 i brary in the Un i ted 

States, nor even in England, has volume one of thi s valuable journal! 

Therefore, no American or British source can tell us when it originated. 

Some sources (for exalllple OCLC) say "19471" Others make it 1948! And 

still others would want us to believe that it started in 1951! In 

reality it originated in 1949 (probably on May 1), To solve such 

problems we have to go to an Indian library, especially if we want to 
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verify whether the PP did originate on May 1. which is only an inference 

at the present stage of our knowledge. 

Elaborate cataloging 

TULIP envisages descriptive. definitive. full cataloging of all the 

periodical publications. For the very reasons stated above. our 

catalogi ng wi 11 be qui te detai led and elaborate. Many contri buti ng 

factors will operate to effectuate this. such as adequate funds received 

for this very purpose. sufficient data gathered through extensive field 

work. the WIll to do a complete and final job. an inherent top-priority 

for the South Asia pUblications. and a mandate received from. and a 

special responsibility ~laced by. the funding agency on our shoulders to 

fulfill the avowed mission in the most responsible manner. 

The publications that will eventually be featured in TULIP ei~her 

are already in American libraries or are worth being acquired by at 

least some of them. Those whi ch are already here have become integral 

parts of the American library heritage. However. most of these titles 

are still uncataloged. or even if cataloged. their cataloging is. in 

many instances. inadequate and unsati sfactory for the reasons stated 

above. 

Centralized cataloging 

The benefits of centralized cataloging. which makes the cataloging 

information gathered and organized by one library available to all other 

libraries. are too well known to be detailed here. The library of 

Congress has been practicing it for almost one hundred years. In the 

absence of such centralized cataloging (where the information is shared 

by many). if only ten individual copies of a title are cataloged 

individually by each of the ten libraries. the cost is multiplied by 

ten. On the other hand. if one copy is cataloged by a center and its 

product shared by all the ten libraries. the same basic cost is divided 

by ten! It is a matter of simple arithmetic--division ll. 

multiplication--and logic. 

Field Work Essential 
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Pages 112-128 show some letters of appreciation and support. These 

documents persuasi vely demonstrate how much has been already achi eved 

and how valuable all that is. However, I know mo re than anyone el se 

that what I have accomplished so far is only a fraction of what is yet 

to be achieved. My greatest need is adequate finance. I was able to do 

so much work in Indi a wi thi n such a short peri od wi th so li ttle money 

simply because I was able to secure the services of so many qualified 

librarians and assistants within the limited means available. The same 

type of extensive work is not possible here in the United states. First 

of all, such qualified librarians with Indological background are not 

easi ly avai lable in thi s country. Even if they were, we cannot afford 

to pay them their due remuneration. In India we can get, for example, a 

good librarian for about $200 per month. Here we cannot get even an 

ordinary typist for that amount! But most important, this field work 

can be done only in Indi a where the valuable resources are sti 11 

preserved (supra 96-105). 

" 
Parenthetically it might be added that the 

Library of Congress pays to its South Asia catalogers as much as $35,000 

per year! 

I propose to visit India for about two years and work at some major 

1 i brari es in Delhi, Bombay, Varanasi, and Calcutta. Additional data 

will be collected for the titles already covered. New titles will be 

added. However, I will have to limit myself, for the time being, to 

only the Humanities and Social Sciences. We will try to make TULIP as 

extensive as possible within the limits of funds made available to us. 

Automated system 

After the data have been fully collected, they wi 11 be veri fi ed, 

cataloged, edited, and organized, and finally converted into an 

automated computer system making ,them machine-readable and manipulable. 

I propo se to ut iii ze the best ava i labl e techn i ques of modern computer 

technology. The basic form of the List will be "published" not by means 

of movable metallic types, but · by computers. We wi 11 make extensi ve 

analyses of the contents and provi de suffi ci ent number of i ndi ces (or 

sorts) from the names of sponsoring bodies, geographical locations, 

languages, subjects. etc. 
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Why TULIP in U.S.A.? 

The data collected by thi s extensi ve fi eld work wi 11 serve as a 

basis for the creation and maintenance of a union list of South Asian 

periodicals in the United States and Canada. It will be an important 

bibliographical source. It will become an essential tool for research 

in South Asian studies. It will also help in the acquisition, 

cataloging, reference-service. and inter-library loan. American 

libraries have acquired more South Asian materials in the past two 

decades than in the past two centuries. They deserve unified, 

systematic, and centralized cataloging and union-listing. 

There is one more compelling reason why we must create this research 

tool immediately. For , if ever there was a need for TULIP in the USA it 

is now and here. The U.S.-owned rupees supporting the special Foreign 

Currency Program (former PL( 80) of the Library of Congress for · the 

acquisition of publications from India are likely to be exhausted soon 

and the participating libraries will be required to spend their own 

dollars. The Government of India has already decreed not to allow the 

payment of Indian rupees for the publications from Nepal. The Committee 

on South Asian Acquisitions of the Association of Research Libraries is 

trying to assess the likely impact of this major shift. The time has 

come (for these libraries) to review the means, methods, and contents of 

the past acquisitions and determine the future course of action. It 

will be necessary to evolve a co-operative acquisition program and share 

the resources. A concerted effort will have to be made by the group to 

fill in the gaps. 

The TULIP will facilitate any systematic future planning, and also 

strengthen the existing library resources. The case of the ~ 

(journal) presented on pages 57-58, 71-72 demonstrates how TULIP may 

prove beneficial to the American libraries. TULIP will be a global 

undertaking. Its beneficial results will extend far beyond the 

boundaries of North America and permeate all the countries of the world 

wherever these periodical publications are acquired, preserved, and 

served. 

The Humanities still Ramain Unexplored 

- 181 -



THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

While I was able to collect sufficient data in the field of Social 

Sciences, little progress could be made in the field of the Humanities 

simply because this field still remains unexplorad (sae p. 45 of the 

Report. The Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian Council 

of Soci al Sci ence Research has prepared and publ i shed thi rty-two (32) 

union catalogs in the field of Social Sciences. 

.Q.!l.g in the field of the Humanities. Even 

However, . there is only 

that suffers from many 

deficiencies and tharefora is not a reliable source at all. Tha only 

way to collect the data also in the Humanities is to visit personally 

the great Ii brari es in Indi a and to make a census and survey of thei r 

collections through intansive exploration and physical verification. 

The requestad funds wHl be used in strengtheni ng the fi eld of the 

Humanities in TULIP; otherwise TULIP will remain deficient. 

There are three stages or phases of the Project, ~: 

1) Collection of data; 

2) Organization, including cataloging and computerization 

of the data; and 

3) Recording of the holdings of American research libraries 

As stated earlier (p. 83) the first two do not necessarily follow in 

any chronological order; rather they overlap. Phase one will be 

primarily accomplished in the fiald. Phase three can be done only in 

the USA. Phase two will be done in both. 

Duke project ~. TULIP project 

By awarding a grant of $80,000 to Duke University for a related 

projact (see pp. 38-39 of TULIP Report), the National Endowment for the 

Humanities has demonstrated the valua of such research tools also in the 

field of South Asian studies. Happily the Duke Project turns out to be 

complementary and supplementary to my TULIP Project. Both are mutually 

exclusive; they are not at all overlapping. My work is certainly not a 

com pet it i ve or dupl i cat i ng attempt. The two may be 1 i kenad to the two 

wi ngs of one and the same bi rd. For example, Duke wi 11 cover only tha 

official pUblications ' of a university like its report, catalog, or 

calandar. It will not touch its laarned journal, even if each issue 

contai ns valuable contri buti ons from many out standi ng scholars in the 
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fi eld. Unl i ke mi ne, the Duke Project wi 11 not include any newspapers. 

So when completed, both will go a long way in fulfilling the needs of 

the ent ire academi c commun i ty in the fi eld of South Asi a not only in 

this country but throughout the world. Until my work is completed, the 

bi rd wi 11 have, 50 to speak, only one wi ng! To conclude, thi sis a 

proposal for the preparation, production, maintenance and dissemination 

"on line" of a comprehensive, systematic, and authentic union list of 

approximately 15,000 South Asian periodical publications, preserved and 

served in major American research libraries. The project includes the 

desi gn and development of a uni que computer program wi th a vi ew to 

secure full bibliographical control over, and provide expeditious access 

to, the massive data already collected, and yet to be collected, through 

extensive field work in India for about two years. The subsequent year 

will be devoted to the organization, systematization and full cataloging 

of these periodical publications and the exploration of the collections 

of major American research libraries for recording their holdings of the 

South Asian periodical publications, all these operations leading to the 

emergence of a unique research tool, TULIP. 

I would like to stress before closing that the research findings of 

a specialist in a specialty are generally utilized by only those who 

specialize in that specific specialty. On the other hand, the work of 

an information scientist like me tends to serve the total academic 

community, because what he produces is a tool of research and 

reference--useful to all. Therefore it is bel i eved that thi s request 

will receive top priority since it has potential to serve many scholars 

in many areas of study and in many countries of the world. 

summary 

Organizing, descriptive cataloging, and securing computer 

capabilities of the comprehensive bio-bibliographical data on South 

Asian periodical publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences in 

three major languages of South Asia, already collected over a number of 

years; preparing a comprehensive and systematic universal list; 

recording the holdings of major American research libraries through an 

extensive as well as intensive survey and census of their collections; 
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and fi nally convert i ng the total data into machi ne-readable form and 

incorporating them into a national computer network: all these 

operations will lead to the emergence of a "Systematic, Comprehensive, 

Definitive, Automated Union List of South Asian Periodical Publications 

in American Libraries. 
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T U LIP COD E 

A COnstellation of DEsignators 

Professional library literature, especially of India is full of 

prolonged di scussi ons and controversi es over the questi on whether the 

main entries in a catalog ought to be arranged by words in natural 

language or by symbolic numbers of an artificial (classificatory) 

language. No matter which option is chosen, the added entries have to 

be linked with the main entries by means of numerous cross-references. 

The New Serial Titles (1950-70), for example, contains as many as 65,000 

cross-references. The repeated additions of referred-to-headings (which 

are sometimes qui te lengthy) unnecessari ly increases the bulk of the 

publication. Could we design a "connecting link" which would also h.elp 

us in securing a filiatory order and helpful arrangement? This question 

has been in my mind for a long time. It seems the unique TULIP CODE 

(COnstellati on of DEsi gnators) that I have now devi sed may provi de an 

answer to this long-standing problem. 

This TULIP CODE constitutes an expressive, analytico-synthetic 

configuration of symbols, embodying five fundamental constituent 

elements of a periodical publication, representing its inherent basic 

characteri sti cs, and mani fests i tsel f into a COnstellati on of 

DEsignators--a unique distinctive assemblage of numbers, serving as an 

effective instrument for individualization, identification, unification, 

organization, indexing, and reference. 

Ranganathan's Union Catalogue is the first and probably the only 

one, union catalog wherein the main entries are headed by a class number 

expressed in an artificial classificatory language of ordinal numbers. 

However, it is complicated and hence unintelligible to many who are not 

well-conversant with his classificatory language called Colon. 

Ranganathan has received due criticism for this failing. 

Dr. Leendert Brummel, Director of the Royal Library 

observes: 

For example, 

Netherlands, 

Again a systematically arranged list requires the user to 

be more or less familiar with the system followed. In 

the Union Catalogue of Learned Periodical Publications in 
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Asia, 

examination 

contrary 

chapters of 

the 

of 

Colon 

the 

to what Dr. 

the Ii st, 

Classification is applied. A brief 

Union Catalogue shows, however, 

Ranganathan says in the introductory 

that it is not possible to use it 

efficiently without 

this objection is 

intended to be 

knowing Colon Classification. Perhaps 

less felt in India, bu.t for lists 

used in many counries the alphabetical 

arrangement remains the most accessible. (Union catalogues. 

UNESCO, 1956. P. 85>' 

Undoubtedly, we need a language whi ch is i ntell i gi ble to all the 

intelligent people and is easily manipulable . 

Duke Uni versi ty has been prepari ng a "Uni on li st of South Asi an 

Government Serial Publications (1858-1950) in the Major U.S. Libraries." 

The National Endowment for the Humanities granted $80,000 and the 

University matched the grant with $109,000 of its own. The project has 

been in the making since 1977. Although thea original proposal had 

promised" to develop a data base which might be utilized by national 

cooperative projects for the bibliographical control of serials, such as 

"CONSER," quantitatively there is very little data in each entry, as 

ev i denced by the attached speci men sheet . But here we are not 

concerned whether the data are exhaustive or not. We are concerned here 

wi th the numberi ng of the entri es. Each entry is gi ven a consecuti ve 

sarial number, expressed as integers, or Whole numbers. Melvi I Dewey 

gave us the Deci mal fract i onal notati on for classi fi cati on and became 

immortal. It was a "giant step" forward. It provided unlimited 

hospitality in chain, i.e. capacity to generate unlimited, subordinate 

classes . I need not dwell here on the benefits of this device. 

However, Dewey did not make any provision for the same type of 

hospitality in array. In DC we could go on adding endlessly, but only 

at the very end, not in between. Ranganathan fill ed th i s need by 

providing the formulae of facets and phases. He bequeathed to the 

library world unlimited hospitality also in array, i.e. the capacity to 

generate unlimited coordinate classes at many points. 

To assign consecutive, rigid, ordinal, serial 

bibliographic records (entrries) in a union catalog 

- 186 -

numbers to the 

of periodical 



AROUND WITH A BEGGING BOWL 

publications is an anachronism. It is like an attempt to undertake a 

transcontinental journey from New York to San Francisco by means of 

horse and buggy today when we are living in this space age. I believe 

the TULIP CODE (Number) can provide us with full faciliti~s to 

interpolate or delete any entry without disturbing others which precede 

or succeed. In other words, we can generate unlimited coordinate as 

well as subordinate classes. We are free to make all the desirable 

additions and subtractions (deletions) at will. I wanted to have a 

number that could serve as a connecting link but, I believe, I have 

found more than what I wanted. It has brought in its train many other 

advantages, each contributing to the over-all usefulness of the Device. 

All ideas, especially the primordial ones, are subject to revision; 

and this idea of mine, too, is not an exception to the rule. It 

deserves experimentation--a trial. 

Having obtained a sumptuous grant of one and three quarter million 

dollars from the Office of Education under Title II-C the University of 

California, Berkeley, in conjunction with Stanford and UCLA has been 

preparing a true union list of serials in thirty one libraries in the 

State of California. 

Barbara Radke .and Mi ke Berger in thei r Analysi s .Q.f the 1977 

University rl California Union .I...iA! of Serials (Berkeley, 1978), have 

presented many examples of the difficulties faced in consolidating, 

interfiling, and collocating entries for one and the same title when it 

is entered in various ways by various libraries: 

Here is an example: 

1. American Medical Association, Journal 

REGISTER 01649006 

2. 

BERKElEY 

American Medical 

AMERICAN 

CU-BIOL 1,1883-

CU-PUBL For Issues Received, 

Association, Journal of the 

Medical Association. 

REGISTER 01649105 

SANTA CRUZ CU-SC 195,1966-

3. JAM A: Journal of the AMERICAN Medical Association 

REGISTER 17361104 
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LOS ANGElES CLU-BIO 175,1961-

4. Journal of the AMERICAN Medical Association 

REGISTER 17953103 OCLC 1480379 

IRVINE CU-I-N 022-55(1894-1910).093-

114(1929-40) 0116-126(1941-44).0127Nl,5, 

<The original is quite illegible> 

This example illustrates variations in choice of entry for 

publications containing the names of the issuing body in the 

ti tle of the seri al. Entry 1 is the ti tle of the seri al 

inverted to create an author/title entry with brief title. 

Entry 2 is an author/title entry with a full title. Although 

both Entries 3 and 4 are title entries, Entry 3 begins with 

the acronym "JAMA". This wide variation in entry 

prevented the extraction of matching SKED keys for these four 

entries, and created a search problem for the user. 

The entri es do not file together, making it di ffi cuI t 

for the user to locate all holdi ngs for thi s seri a1. 

Al though Entri es 1 and 2 are on the same page, Entry 3 

appears 234 pages later, followed 7 pages later by Entry 4. 

Additionally, Entry 3 is not listed under the key word JOURNAL 

whi ch is a stop word extracted as a key word only when the 

first word of the author or title. Therefore, the user 

must search under the key word AMERICAN or under the key 

phrase MEDICAL ASSOCIATION to locate all four entries. 

The problem arises because we depend upon the words of a natural 

language. If we could desi gn a confi gurati on of symbols--a 

COnstellation of DEsignators--representing some inherent basic 

characteristics of the total personality (the periodical publication) we 

may attain a unifying force, which can positively bring all the entries 

in one locati on no matter how di fferent are the styles followed by 

different libraries for the choice and rendering of the entries. This 

"constellation" will be derived through analysis and synthesis. It will 

be an analytico-synthetic arrangement of constituent elements. 

I have designed the following Facet-Formula for the construction of 

the TULIP CODE for the periodtcal pUblicaions: 
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(3) Place of origin (Country, State, City) 

(4) Date of origin (Century, Decade, Year) 

(S) Frequency of publication. 

1. The first facet (Subject) will always be designated by one or 

more capital letters, and numerals if any, taken from LC classification 

schedule. 

2. The second facet (language) will be desi gnated by one or more 

small letter/so 

3. The third facet (Place) will be designated by capital letters. 

The order will be: country, state, city. 

4. The fourth facet (Date) wi 11 always be desi gnated by numerals. 

the order will be: century, decade, year. 

S. The fifth and final facet (Frequency) will be designated by a 

small letter. 

The periodical publication illustrated above (JAMA) has "medicine" 

as its subject, "English" as the language, "Chicago" as the place, 

"1883" as the date, and "weekly" as the frequency. So its TULIP CODE 

will be ReUIC883w. 

Even if there are fi fteen mi 11 i on records of vari ous peri odi cal 

publications in one data file, this COnstellation of DEsignators (CODE) 

as presented above will positively effectuate consolidation, 

unification, and collocation. It will also enable us to analyze our 

file by Subject, Language, Place, Date, and Frequency. 

Let it be rei terated that the relati ve order of these facets is 

presently tentative. The alternative (or successive) occurrence of 

capital letters, small letters, capital letters, numeral~, and finally 

small letters wi 11 enable us to reach any depth or extensi on at any 

point without having any connecting symbol, such as a colon. If there 

are two periodicals in medicine, both having commenced in 1883, we can 

add the month (e.g. July 07) to one. This will be achieved without 

generating any ambiguity. If the same journal is published in English 

and Spani sh, we could add an addi ti onal desi gnator for the second 

language. There will be no conflict, no ambiguity. The facets will be 
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differentiated by different types of symbols. There will be endless 

possibilities for expansion at the end of each facet. In other words, 

we will achieve not only the hospitality in chain at the end, but also 

the hospitality in array at so many points. 

Radke, Berger and associ ates have been searchi ng for a COmmon 

DEnominator. May be TULIP COnstellation of DEsignators (CODE) provides 

them with their COmmon DEnominator (CODE) too. 

We also need a device to analyze the database of serials on the 

bases of their inherent characteristics such as language, subject, 

region, currency, and frequency, etc. Such need was felt and expressed 

by the Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials as early as 1957 in 

the following words (Joint Committee 1957: 2): 

It would moreover offer some means whereby the material 

1 i sted could be located and segregated in accordance wi th 

those characteristics which are considered of 

the people who use the materi al. Among such 

importance by 

characteristics 

are subject content, availability within a given locality or 

region, country of origin, currency, language, and period of 

publication. 

To sum Ye: For identification, access, and reference purposes, 

certain organizations have assigned certain code numbers to the 

periodical publications. None of these, however, are expressive. They 

have no intrinsic meaning. They are not at all mnemonic. Their 

funct ion is Ii mi ted indeed. TUL IP CODE is expressi ve; it possesses 

intrinsic meaning; it is mnemonic. It has the capacity to perform many 

functions. It admits of universal application. It can be designed and 

assigned by any library or organization without reference to any other 

higher organization, authority, or power. The periodical itself will 

carry it, as it were, in its own pocket since its very inception. It 

will be an expressive analytico-synthetic constellation of designators 

and will perform not only all the usual function of such numbers, but 

will also enable us to analyze and synthesize the total data by subject, 

language, place, time, and frequency. 

What we have stated above is merely a theory as of today. It has to 

be tested to prove its val i di ty. We hope we are able to get the 
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financial means to prove the efficiency and efficacy of the TULIP CODE. 

As far as our knowledge goes, no other database, including such a great 

and powerful OCLC, has the capacity to do what we believe TULIP CODE can 

do. We invite the reaction of our readers and critics. 
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In Pra;se of TULIP CODE 

Here ;5 • test;many from The Rev. Clarendon Hyde. a veteran 

cataloger and one who knows the heart and soul of catalog;ng. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

University of Missouri 

- Columbia 

The University Library 

Columbia, MO 

Fab. 3, 1982 

TULIP, Ihe ynion list of Indian feriodicals in American Libraries, 

has interested me for a number of years. Still in preparation, it 

aspi res II set standards of accuracy and detai I unri valed to ~ in 

such lists <emphasis added throughout>. 

A major problem for any union list is the certainty that many titlas 

will appear in differing forms in different catalogs even when compilers 

of the various catalogs work from identical titla pages or mashheads. 

Thus a single periodical published by the American Medical Association 

appears as four different entities in one list: 

American Medical Association. 

Journal. 

American Medical Association. 

Journal of the American Medical Association. 

JAM A: Journal of the American Medical Association. 

Journal of the American Medical Association. 

Somehow the obvious variation on form 3 is not quoted: 

Jama: Journal of the American Medical Association. 1 

1 Tha four examples ci ted above are real occurencas! The fi fth, as 

i magi ned by tha Rev. Hyde, mi ght not have actually occurred in what 

the California compilers were attempting at. For the sake of 

exhaustivenass, we can add one mora possible axampla, and that is, 

J.A.M.A. 
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Dr. Murari L. Nagar, compiler of TULIP, has put to work his years of 

experience in cataloging, in reference work, and in research, to devise 

a combination of five descriptors which not only serves as a unique 

identifier, but also groups periodicals by subject matter and language. 

Following Ranganathan's technique of faceting, he approaches each 

periodical from five different viewpoints. 

As with Melville Dewey's original inspiration for a decimally 

arranged classification, there remain details to be worked out, but the 

basi c concept appears to be ~ major breakthrough. Applyi ng the TULIP 

CODE, its COnstellation of DEsignators, the title above can be 

described by Library of Congress primary classification, language, place 

of publication, date of first publication, and frequency, as follows: 

ReUIC883w 

Wi th fewer characters than an ISBN, TULIP CO'DE is hospi table to 

i nsarti ons at any poi nt, and can ba expanded, if necessary, at any 

facet. Dr. Nagar's system should ~ gyiig valuable. 
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Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

President 

American Institute of Indian Studies 

1130 East 59th St. 

Chicago, IL 60637 

Dear Dr. Dimock: 

International Studies 

3A31 Ellis Library 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65201 

J.uly 1, 1982 

Please find herewith a copy of your kind letter dated March 11. 

As desired by you, I have submitted my formal application. The 

proposed budget too was given to you in Chicago when we met. 

I am concerned with the net result. It does not matter to me at all 

whether you make it an independent India-related-project (as originally 

requested by me) or provide the needed funds ($108,000) under a 

fellowship . I hope the proposal does not have to go through the long 

procedure of selection and approval. I am prepared, rather willing and 

anxi ous, to be in Indi a thi s fall. I am not sure whether it wi 11 be 

possible, or whether I will have to wait until June 1983. Of course, 

even this will depend on whether the proposal gets funded. 

I will appreciate it very much if you kindly enlighten me on the 

above points. 

Thanking you so much, 

Dr. Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

President 

American Institute of Indian Studies 

1130 East 59th street 

Chicago IL-60637 

Mr. Murari L. Nagar 

University Library - International Studies 
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University of Mis50uri 

Columbia, MO 65201 

Dear Mr. Nagar: 

Thank5 for your letter of February 1, for the TULIP 

v01ume5, and for the prop05al. I would 1 i ke to be able to 

consult with the Chairman of the In5titute'5 Selection 

Commi ttee when he is in Chi cago later thi 5 month. If that 

Commi ttee recommend5 it, I wi 11 forward the proposal to the 

appropri ate fundi ng agency under an Insti tute cover letter. 

We will, however, need a proposed budget. 

Are you planning to be in Chicago for the AAS meeting in 

early Apri I? If so, perhaps we could meet and di scuss the 

matter personally and at some length. 

Yours sincerely, 

Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

Pre5ident 

The following response was received on December 10, 1982 from the 

President of the American Institute of Indian studies, Dr. Edward c. 

Dimock, Jr. 

Dr. Murari Lal Nagar 

1405 st. Christopher 

Columbia, MO 65201 

Dear Dr. Nagar: 

The Fellowship Selection Committee has carefully reviewed 

your proposal but, I regret to say, could not recommend it for 

support. Normally, the Insti tute provi de5 funds for 

i ndi vi dual fellow5 but doe5 not undertake projects of the 

magnitude of your5. The Committee was impressed with the 

amount of work you have committed to developing Project TULIP 

and was pleased to see the re5ul t5 so far. But they were 
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concerned that the budget you have proposed would consume so 

much of the Institute's resources that little would remain to 

support the many outstanding individual projects represented 

by almost 200 applications. 

I hope very much that you wi 11 be able to fi nd other 

sources of support to complete Project TULIP. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

President 

Murari : 

I really am sorry, for it was I, after all, who urged you 

to apply. The Committee was, basically, simply too frightened 

by the size of the project. One reviewer pointed out, 

correctly, that this would use up nearly a quarter of all the 

money available to us for Fellowships. The comments reflected 

adversely on neither you nor the idea behind the project, but 

simply the feeling that its magnitude makes it impossible for 

the Institute to handle. An application for an individual 

research grant might be considered quite differently, but it 

would also not give you all the extras you need. I am indeed 

sorry. 

Dr. Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

President, American Institute 

of Indian Studies 

1130 East 59th Street 

Chicago, IL 60637 

Dr. Murari L. Hagar 

3A31 Ellis Library 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, MO 65201 

March 7, 1983 

Dear Dr. Dimock: 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of Dec. 10, 1982. I had 

recei ved ; t about three months ago. Since then I have been tryi ng to 

respond. I prepared many a draft. Even today, I don't know what to 
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say, how to say, and where to begin! The big question is: Where do we 

go from here? If nowhere, do we give up completely and forever? 

My response may be summari zed in one short sentence: SOMETHING IS 

BETTER THAN NOTHING! The budget ,was prepared for an agency (please see 

your letter of March 11, 1982) and not for individual fellowship. You 

have yourself stated: "Normally the Institute provides funds for 

individual fellows .. .. " If 50, funds for a project like TULIP can be 

provided in special circumstances. It was your intention to forward my 

proposal to a funding agency as a special case. I do not know why that 

was not done and why it was included among so many general applications 

for individual fellowship! 

Naturally I was terribly di stressed, but not at all surpri sed! My 

feelings of apprehension are well expressed in my letter of July 1, 

1982. I fail to understand why the Committee concluded that my budget 

was a "sacred cow." There 

trimmed. My budget proposed 

constitute "all or nothing." 

is no budget in the world that cannot be 

an optimum amount. Certainly it did not 

You have seen my Union List of Learned American Serials in Indian 

Libraries (ULLAS). I had requested Rs. 265,000. The USIS in India gave 

me only Rs. 80,000! ¥et the work was completed in a satisfactory manner 

and published!! Well, I had to modify my plan. Originally it envisaged 

extensi ve travel by a team of catalogers and i ntensi ve work at the 

participating libraries allover India. Instead, the returns received 

from the libraries were consolidated and edited. The work was published 

by the USIS wi th thei r own addi t i onal funds. My plan included several 

indices and many other novel features, but the idea had to be dropped. 

The alternative we were ~aced with was total extinction of all the time, 

money, and energy invested over a period of five years! All of us were 

guided by one principle: Something is better than NOTHING! 

The same situation exists here today. History has repeated itself 

to a certain extent. Would it be repeated all the way? That is the big 

question! You very much hope that I will be able to find other sources 

of support to complete the Project. But there is simply no other source 

left--none whatsoever. Your kind letter of March 31, 1980 is enclosed 

for your ready reference. I have been trying for the past three years, 
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but wi thout any success. I had great hopes from the U. S. Department of 

Education, the only other agency in the U.S. (known to me) that could 

fund such a project. A good deal of time and energy went into preparing 

and submitting the application. 

Yet the outcome was negati ve. The Project di d not fi t well into 

their program objectives and procedures. It was not a case of 

"strengthening the library research resources of the University of 

Missouri." The periodicals to be subjacted to union listing did not 

form integral parts of our library holdi ngs. The only good thi ng that 

came out of the total frustration was the following statement: 

On the positive side the reviewers recognizad the amount 

and quality of accomplishments up to this point dua for tha 

most part to the dedication of the applicant to the project. 

The suggest i on was made that you cont i nue to pursue other 

avenues of funding that might have a special interest in the 

focus 2f your proposal (stress added). 

I don't know of any American agency ~ than the AIlS "that might 

hava a spaci al interest in the focus of my proposal." The AIlS has 

already invested a great deal in it. Prudence demands that it invest a 

little bit more so that due return is obtained for the total investment. 

I am glad to know that the Selection Committee was impressed with 

the amount of work I have committed to developing tha Project TULIP and 

that it was pleased to see the results. It concluded, however, that it 

must support the many other outstanding individual projects represented 

by almost 200 appl i cati ons. I can understand all thi s. What I cannot 

understand is what the Commi ttee thought of the ul t i mate fate of the 

Project if it was not funded by the AIlS! No South Asi ani st would 

suffer all the RESULTS go to total waste! And that is exactly what is 

bound to happen if I don't receive even the minimum when the optimum is 

proving beyond my reach! 

My proposal constituted an idea to concretize an ideal. But if it 

is not fully funded, the next best alternative is to find out ways and 

means how the data gathered to date could be organized, edited, 

publ i shed, and be made avai lable to the scholarly world. You have 

yourself stated that it would not give me all the "extras" I need. The 
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term itself means "beyond what is necessary or essential." When the 

boat is about to si nk and there is the real danger to 1 i fe, even the 

most precious belongings (not essential for survival) are thrown 

overboard. It is good to have a car equipped with, say, all the 

"extras" like automatic transmission, power-break, power-steering, and 

cruise control. But when the sole object is to take the patient to the 

hospital and save his life, no sane person would insist on such 

"extras." 

Yes, it is possible to save the fruits of our labor invested to date 

by trying to accomplish what is absolutely essential and defer for the 

future and better days what is "extra." For example, full descriptive 

cataloging can wait; and so can wait the computerization. Further 

search for additional data to complete the incomplete entries too ca~ be 

made to wai t. Only the complete or near-complete entri es can be taken 

up for immediate publication. The sole guiding principle will be: 

Somethi ng is better than nothi ng! These deferments and postponements 

wi 11 consi derably reduce the cost of personnel and travel. It is just 

possible that some university library in India may play host once again 

the way the University of Mysore did last time. This will eliminate the 

cost of rental, etc. · My university may grant additional funds the way 

it did in 1978/79. I may invest part of my own earnings the way I was 

obliged to do then. It is also possible to locate a publisher in India 

thereby enabling us to save our own funds in publishing. There are many 

ways to save and manage with less when we are faced with either "this 

much only" 2£ "nothing at all!" 

In brief, even if the Project TULIP was considered an individual 

research project and funded 1 i ke any other fellowship, some conclusi ve 

results could be obtained. Most importantly, a fellowship would permit 

me to devote my full time and attention to the activity, organize and 

edit the data collected to date, and make my research findings available 

to scholars here and abroad. Even thi sis not possi ble wi thout bei ng 

away from my regular full-time job in the library. 

I would like to emphasize certain points before I close. These were 

stated explicitly or implicitly in my application and its enclosures. 
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Here they are being presented once again in summary form just to 

strengthen the case. 

Your Institute, my University and the Association for Asian Studies 

have already invested at least $70,000 in this project. Mrs. Sarla Devi 

Nagar has graciously given at least three full years of her dedicated 

time and attention, which, if compensated at the rate of payment made by 

the Library of Congress to its South Asia catalogers for comparable work 

would amount to another $70,000. A minimum of 35,000 work hours have 

already been invested in this gigantic operation. If there seems to be 

an i ncompati bi 1 i ty of the number of hours wi th the amount of dollars 

invested, the explanation lies in the fact that a good deal of work was 

done in India where the labor is much cheaper as compared to the USA. 

If we do not want all this huge investment of time, money, and energy to 

go to total waste forever, ways and means must be found and the work 

completed so that the research scholars allover the world are able to 

enjoy the fruits of our labor. 

Let it be stressed that this is a request not to initiate a project 

but to complete an important phase of an international bibliographic 

project--an end in itself--a project that has been in the making for the 

past seven years, represents an enormous investment of time, money, and 

energy, and has a great potential to promote the cause of South Asian 

Studies throughout the world. 

The peri odi cal publ i cati ons covered in TULIP possess tremendous 

research value. These have been acqui red, processed, and preseved by 

major American research libraries at considerable cost. The Library of 

Congress in cooperation with great American research libraries has been 

procuring some of them since 1962 on an extensive scale. The U.S. 

Government and the American Congress would not support this procurement 

program if these publications were not valuable enough. The high 

expenditure involved in these operations would not have been allowed ~ut 

for their research value. These research materials are extensively used 

allover the United States by South Asia specialists in every field of 

knowledge. Thei r use wi 11 be further accelerated after the uni on 1 i st 

is completed and made available in published form. Also it will 

facilitate any program of cooperative acquisition or shared 
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responsibilities that might be developed in the future, especially in 

view of the imminent discontinuance of the PL480 acquisitions made 

possible so far through excess foreign currency. 

A union list is not a pool of stagnant water, but a running river of 

flowing water, wherein many other streams, rivulets, and even rivers get 

merged as it proceeds in its course of progress and development. It is 

a living organism that continues to grow and flow like the River Ganga. 

It should be possible to incorporate into this "Reservoir of Knowledge" 

fresh ent it i es of i nformat i on and to rev i se or remove the old ones 

whenever necessary. The system must admit of change, every conceivable 

change, because the UL is an attempt to secure total control over the 

world of peri odi cal pubi i cati ons, a world whi ch, by its very nature, is 

ever-changing, ever-growing and ever-becoming. Periodical publicat~ons 

are the embodiments of nascent thought. Hew publications appear; old 

ones di sappear. There are di vi si ons; there are mergers. There are 

unions; there are separations. There are marriages; there are divorces, 

so to speak. New titles are acquired by libraries regularly. By "new" 

we do not mean necessarily "newly published", but "newly 

acquired"--those which are not already available in a specific library. 

Old, valuable, out-of-pri nt sets are repri nted every now and then. 

Their acquisition generates changes also in the "holdings" component. 

Therefore, we need unlimited manipulability and absolute flexibility. 

There should be full scope for additions, alterations, deletions, and 

substitutions-- all types of changes on continuous basis if we want to 

meet the challenges posed by the ever-changi ng world of peri odi cal 

publications. 

The "Best of TULIP" will not be a mere listing of India's 

periodicals. It will be an index to the world union catal09s--a super 

union catalog of union catalogs. Unlike the traditional union catalogs 

such as BUCOP, HUC, NST, and SSDC, it will not locate a title in a 

specific library, but in some major union catalogs which report the 

title in reference. A reader interested in a specific title will not 

have to wade through, say, two score and ten union catalogs to locate 

where in the world the desired title is available, but he will consult 
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only the "Best of TULIP" and locate which specific union catalog reports 

the title sought by him. 

Moreover, it is not sufficient to prepare and publish a union list 

today and then just forget about it. Provision must be made to 

perpetuate it forever. The most appropri ate way to secure complete 

bibliographical control over the enormous mass ~f nascent thought 

embodied in periodical publications on a continuous basis is to secure a 

permanent home for its operation. This is beyond the means of a mortal 

human bei ng of transi tory life. The work must be entrusted to a 

permanent corporate body which is endowed with a permanent and 

continuous life. 

Circumstances have forced us to try to complete the second phase in 

India. Yet this development has its own advantages. India will provide 

the most suitable environment for completing this work. Obviously, 

until the holdings of American libraries are recorded, the project is 

one hundred percent Indian. India ought to be interested in it as much 

if not more than the USA could be. After the second phase is completed 

we would have taken one si gni fi cant forward step "Toward a Uni versal 

list of Indian Periodicals." This is the meaning of TULIP in Indian 

context. I bel i eve an agency like the Mi ni stry of Educati on in the 

Government of India, or the University Grants Commission, or the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research may adopt this "baby," and nurture 

and nourish it permanently. This is more likely if we are able to 

complete the second phase and make the publication available in multiple 

copies, thereby giving an opportunity to Indian educationists and the 

government to see what a tremendous value this work possesses. TULIP 

may find a permanent "home" in India and live and prosper forever! 

Thus, there are many advantages known as well as unknown, visible as 

well as i nvi si ble, that are likely to be deri ved if we are able to 

complete the second phase as early as possi ble. I am remi nded of the 

foresighted words of Mr. loui s Jacob, communicated to me as early as 

June 19, 1980: 

Central, of course, is that there be available a 

knowledgeable and conscientious person such as yourself {and 
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Sarla!) capable of carrying out such a project. I hope you 

will continue to make yourself available and wish you well . 

The proposed activity will enable us to complete the second phase, 

i.e. to organize, edit, and publish the data collected 50 far. As a 

result, there will emerge a valuable bibliographical tool indispensable 

for research and reference. We wi 11 be able to hold in our hands the 

fruits of our labor invested to date. 

The completion of the second phase will greatly facilitate the 

completion of the third phase with comparatively less expenditure. The 

participating cooperating American libraries will be able to report 

their holdings on individual copies of printed TULIP with ease, economy, 

and efficiency. These holdings could then be consolidated, edited, and 

featured under the basic data of the titles already reported in TULIP, 

and finally reproduced photographically. 

It is not possible to give up. I am pretty sure you wi 11 kindly 

continue your efforts to support this Project until it is completed. 

Thanking you so much . 

Yours sincerely, 

Murari L. Nagar 
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REVISED PROPOSAL--THE BEST OF TULIP 

July 6, 1983 

On July 6, 1983 I submitted the following revised proposal 

to the American Institute of Indian Studies. It was titled: 

The BEST--Basic Eminent Select Titles--of TULIP-

A Selective Undertaking 

As desired by Dr. Edward C. Dimock in his letter of June 14, 1983, I 

am presenting below a statement outlining the activities to be 

undertaken and objectives to be achieved in one academic year in India 

(1984/85) if a fellowship is received. 

I would like to assure you with all the emphasis at my command that 

my activities will rank among the best and the results will be as 

fruitful as those of any other fellow! My previous work provides enough 

evidence. 

The proposed year's work in India will not constitute the beginning 

of a project, but successful presentation of the best of a great 

international bibliographic project that has been in the making for the 

past seven years. II will be M end in itself, yet it may serve as a 

means for future work~ The reasons are obvious. 

As already acknowledged by Dr. Dimock in his letter of December 10, 

1982, your selection Committee was impressed with the amount of work I 

have commi tted to developi ng the Project TULIP and was pleased to see 

the results achieved so far. My primary objective in undertaking this 

mission to India now is to conserve the best of the "work" done so far 

and make its results available to the scholarly community throughout the 

world. 

Now the project wi 11 be subjected to severe pruni ng and selecti on 

process. While the volume of the work will be reduced to a considerable 

extent (as outlined below) there will be no reduction whatsoever as far 

as the value is concerned. In other words, whi Ie the quanti ty wi 11 be 

decreased, efforts wi 11 be constantly made to mai ntai n the qual i ty at 

its maximum. 

I have collected extensive bio-bibliographical data on approximately 

15,000 titles. They cover all the subjects from, say, anthropology to 

- 204 -



AROUND WITH A BEGGING BOWL 

zoology. In order to reduce the volume, I have decided to limit TULIP 

to the humanities and social sciences. Consequently, I am going to 

defer for the future all the publications in physical and biological 

sciences. This is acceptable also because they are in less demand in 

this country. 

The pUblications will be evaluated in terms of t ·heir research value. 

Only such titles will be included which are in greater demand by the 

research scholars and possess higher potential to extend the boundaries 

of the field of knowledge. Several criteria will be applied in this 

selection process. "Indexing," for example, can be used as one 

cri teri on for evaluati on. Publ i cati ons that are sel f-i ndexed, have 

cumulative indexes and/or are indexed in standard indexing periodicals 

will be given priority no. 1. 

Weeklies and fortnightlies, on the other hand, which have only 

ephemeral/news value will be taken out of the collection. And so will 

be taken out many house journals and magazi nes of fleeti ng interest 

published from schools or colleges of insignificance. These are not 

generally preserved by libraries anyway. 

These are certain ways and means through which the bulk of the total 

collection will be reduced. It is hoped that the final "BEST of TULIP" 

will present the ~ and will become one of the most valuable research 

resources ever produced anywhere in the world! 

The above relates to the contents in terms of the titles to be 

covered. With regard to the form, extent of data, and the structure of 

the entities, priority will be given to only such titles that are 

complete or near-complete in terms of thei r bi o-bi bl i ographi cal data 

elements. No attempt will be made to devote unduly long periods of time 

to complete the records of such ti tIes that are not 1 i kely to be 

completed within the limitations of time and money. 

Selected periodical publications will be grouped into three 

categories. While the publications enriched with full 

bi o-bi bl i ographi cal detai Is wi 11 be assi gned to Category One, those 

utterly lacking them will go to Category Three. The near-complete ones 

will belong to the middle. Efforts will be made to obtain the missing 

data for them and to complete them. These will eventually go either to 
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Category One or to Category Three, depending upon the final results of 

my attempts to complete them. Bio-bibliographically complete titles 

alone wi 11 be fi nally selected for i nclusi on, let it be stressed once 

again. 

My experience over the past four years has fully convinced me that 

the bibliographical problems still proving major obstacles to our 

perfecting the TULIP cannot be resolved through long-distance 

correspondence. For example, the Uni versi ty of Delhi Library showed 

extreme promptness while I was in India (supra 71-73), The same 

i nst i tut i on proved to be totally reluctant even to acknowledge the 

series of my letters and friendly reminders. Therefore, it is 

absolutely essential that I visit some important library centers in 

Indi a if the work is to be ever completed even to ali mi ted extent. 

Pages 95-105 have brought out the importance of these centers and have 

given the reasons why it is necessary to work in them even for a short 

period. Here is their list: 

1. Library of the Historical Research and Archival Department, 

Madras (~ 99). 

2. Collection of Bankat Lal Ojha in Hyderabad ~~. 101). 

3. National Library, Calcutta (~p~ge 102). 

4. Bharatiya Kala Bhavan, Varanasi (~_p.. 104>-
( . 

5. Nagaripracarini Sabha, Varanasi (~,~e p-. 104>-
,

~ 

6. Delhi University library, Delhi 5Jee y ""', 104-105), 

7. Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi (now they 

have the contents of all the 32 volumes in one alphabetical 

sequence in card form, so am I told. (See p. 67). *check* 

I will be satisfied if the total number of the periodical 

publications in Category One finally reaches the figure of even three 

thousand. This will be my target. Working under the limitations of 

time and money imposed by the circumstances, it will be unrealistic to 

have a higher goal. 

All the above work relates to the practi cal aspect of the total 

operation. Naturally, there is a theoretical aspect as well. I have 

been working on union lists for the last twenty years. A good deal of 
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practi cal work has yi elded some promi si ng theory. The problems faced 

have brought out certain means and methods to solve them. 

As early as January 29, 1980, Dr. Anslie T. Embree wrote to me: 

You have undertaken a stupendous task, and the results are 

very impressive. I hope that you will be able to secure funds 

to see the project through to completi on. .It wi 11 be an 

important tool for research in Indian studies. 

I enjoyed going through the report, as it gives a very 

vivid picture of the problems you have faced and ingenuity in 

solving them. 

Composition of union lists involves two major operations, viz. (1) 

the acquisition of the data and (2) their organization. I have evolved 

unique instruments for both. One is the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder and 

the other is the TULIP CODE. 

Compi lers of uni on 1 i sts have been pri mari ly usi ng two methods to 

collect the data. Some prepare a checking edition and ask the 

participating libraries to add their respective holdings. Others ask 

the libraries to compile their own individual lists with holdings and 

submi t them for i ncorporat ion into the uni on 1 i st. Both these methods 

have advantages as ..,ell as di sadvantages. I have gi ven consi derable 

thought to thi s problem and have evolved a new method of getting the 

data through the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder. I believe it is the best. I 

wish to present my innovative methodology in full details before the 

learned world of critics inviting their views and comments. I want to 

test its efficacy, efficiency, and effectiveness. This is possible only 

after some practical work has been done. 

Pages 35-36 describe the Duke Project. The NEH granted $80,000 and 

the University matched the amount with $109,000 of its own. The Project 

Director (Shri Maheshwary) has been working on his Union list for the 

last si x-seven years! Wi th reference to my BBDR Maheshwary sai d as 

early as Sept. 12, 1978: 

I have carefully gone through the outline of procedures 

you are developing for compiling the data. I cannot think of 

any addition to your data collection sheet, 

ftBio-Biblio-Data-Recorder. ft This is a very well designed form 
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and answers practi cally all the questi ons of the would-be 

users. In fact this has also halped me in my Union list 

Project. 

This was in 1978. Since then the BBDR has been considerably expanded 

and improved. 

I have invented one more instrument that needs t~ be tested. It is 

the TULIP CODE--a COnste11ati on of DEsi gnators. It has taken full 

twanty yaars for ma to fi nd tha 50lut i on to a problam that has bean 

baffling tha compilars sinca they bagan thair work almost a cantury ago. 

Some substantial axparimental work has yat to ba dona to finalize 

the CODE before it can be prasentad to the laarned world for reviaw and 

criticism. Ona of my objactives in visiting India for a year is to have 

sufficient tima and a productive atmoshphere so that I could give final 

form to my research fi ndi ngs and publ ish tham as part of tha "BEST of 

TULIP" that may emarga after I hava completad my yaar's work in India. 

When I reached India in Septamber 1978, I had with me nothing but a 

card-file containing scattarad data on soma salect pariodical 

publi cati ons (See TULIP Report pp. 78-87>. When I returnad, I had the 

thrae volumes of the TULIP Mastar List containing 10,000 detailed 

antri as (supra 108-110). When Shri P. R. Mahandi ratta (your Di ractor 

in Delhi) saw the threa volumes he was si mply amazed. My Report .Q.!l 

TULIP presants tha views of my colleagues on the UMC campus. Your 

Selection Committee too has witnessed how much was accomplished in just 

one year. I sea no reason why the objectives anumaratad above cannot ba 

achievad within ona year. 

It will be necessary for me to set a definite tima-schadule ~o that 

the projected work is complated within the stipulated time. The 

nine-month period will be divided into three parts. The first part will 

be devoted to the finalization of the LIST, i .a. tha collection, 

completion, and varification of the data. Editing and preparing the 

final press copy will be taken up in the second part of three months. 

This period will be utilized also in preparing all the added entries and 

indexes. And the final part will be used in making multiple copies of 

the BEST of TULIP. (One month wi 11 be kept in reserve). I am 

specifically using the phrase "multiple copies." I will try to locate a 
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sui table publ i sher 

getting the final 

in India. There is an additional 

finished form published in India. 

advantage 

It wi 11 

in 

be 

considerably cheaper and will become available to India's libraries and 

scholars at a reasonable cost. In case it is not possi ble to fi nd a 

publisher willing to publish the "list and Research Findings" on 

reasonable terms and condi ti ons (and a pri nter who could complete the 

work within such a short period to our full satisfaction) I will get the 

total work reproduced in the most economical manner. I have just bought 

an IBM Selectric Correcting typewriter. I may take this to India along 

with me. If nothing more, stencils can be cut and the total list 

mimeographed. The objective will be to produce a minimum of 100 copies 

so that the American libraries and scholars can get the "BEST of TULIP" 

xeroxed in any number of copies. 

As already indicated in my earlier correspondence, this TULIP, even 

if mi meographed, can very well serve as the medi um for collecti ng the 

information on holdings of American libraries, and yet continue to be a 

great source for research and reference for years to come. The 

Selecti on Commi ttee is already aware of its numerous qual i ti es. For 

example, even today it is an index to the world union catalogs, a super 

union catalog of union catalogs (supra 172). 

It is hoped that this statement satisfies the Committee. 

Murari l. Nagar 

The Usual outcome 

Ho, the above statement did not satisfy the Committee! Inspite of 

all my stooping down, I could not conquer! On Nov. 30, 1983 the 

President of the AIlS sent me the following "sorry" letter: 

From: Dr. Edward C. Dimock, Jr. 

American Institute of Indian Studies 

1130 East 59th Street 
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To: 

Chicago, IL 60637 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar 

1405 St. Christopher 

Columbia, MO 

Dear Dr. Nagar 

After reviewing your proposal again this year the 

Selection Committee has onca more come to the conclusion that 

they cannot recommend it for funding. It is an impressive and 

complex project of wi de scope. Unfortunately, the Insti tute 

has as its primary task the support of individual research and 

does not possess sufficient resources to support larger, more 

ambi ti ous projects such as yours whi ch requi re consi derable 

funding and are structured for completion within more than ona 

year. The Committee recognizes the extensive efforts that you 

have put into Project TULIP, but with the demands on our 

limited resources it is not possible to undertake the funding 

for thi s project. We do urge you to seek funds for Project 

TULIP form institutions and agencies who are able to 

the long-term, high budget assistance that you 

complete this work. 

With best wishes. 

provide 

need to 

Edward C. Dimock. Jr. 

President 
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The follow;ng Proposal for the "project SAPHAL" was 

subm;tted to the Nat;onal Endowment for the Human;t;es ;n June 

1984. It was based on ear1;er proposals subm;tted to the U.S. 

Department of Educat;on n;tle II-C) and to the N.E.H. We 

w;1l note down only the sal;ent and var;ant features avo;d;ng 

all unnecessary dup1;cat;on. 

Introduct;on 

THE PROJECT SAPHALI 

SOUTH ASIAN PERIODICALS IN THE HUMANITIES 

IN AMERICAN LIBRARIES 

This is a proposal to complete the Humanities part ~ ~ 

international bibliographical project <TULIP> which has been on-going 

since 1975. At least thirty thousand work hours in terms of time, one 

hundred and forty thousand dollars ($140,000) in terms of money, and an 

immeasurable physical as well as intellectual energy have already bean 

invested into the total operat ion. (If there is a seemi ng 

incompatibility of the number of work hours with the amount of dollars 

invested, the explanation lies in the fact that a good deal of work was 

accompl i shed in Indi a where labor is much cheaper as compared to the 

U.S.A. Also Mrs. Sarla Devi Nagar, a highly experienced professional 

librarian, has been devoting all her time and attention to this Project 

for the last seven years, without any monetary compensation whatsoever. 

Hers is a labor of love. Moreover, many faculty members of the UMC have 

contributed their time and official resources to support and maintain 

this project. If we do not want all this investment of time, money, and 

energy to remain practically useless forever, we must continue and 

complete thi s Project --aven by parts--so that its benefi ci al results 

l"SAPHAL" stands for "South Asian Periodicals in the Humanities in 

American Libraries." "SAPHAL" is a Sanskritic word, meaning "having 

or bearing fruit, or seed, fruitful having good results, productive, 

profitable, successful," etc. 

future, promising success." 

It also means "beari ng frui tin the 
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are gradually made available to scholars and libraries allover the 

world. 

Our ultimate objective has been to prepare and "publish" in an 

automated form a comprehensive, systematic, and authentic union list of 

South Asian periodical publications, preserved and being served in 

American research libraries. However, this bibliographical undertaking 

has grown into such enormous proportions that now it can be conveniently 

completed only by sections, phases, or stages. The present proposal, 

therefore, aims only at the organization and dissemination of the 

serials data in the Humanities in three major languages of India 

(English, Hindi, and Sanskrit), each publication, nevertheless, 

receiving due attention in terms of bio-bibliographical description and 

cataloging treatment. And so, this is a request not to initiate a 

project, but to complete one significant part (the Humanities) of the 

total undertaking. 

The bio-bibliographical and cataloging data relative to India's 

periodical publications in the Humanities that we wish to organize and 

publish now were collected in India through extensive field work during 

the academic year 1978/79. We propose: 

(a) To undertake' an intensive survey and census of major American 

library-bibliographic resources, such as ULS, NUC, NST and 

OCLC, in order to secure additional locations and data for the 

publications included in SAPHAL; 

(b) To fill in what is lacking or new, and thus complete the data 

collection; to add new instruments of access, such as LCCN, 

ISSN, and OCLC Control Number; 

(c) To verify and authenticate the totality of the data, and also 

bring them in conformity with international cataloging and 

bibliogbraphic standards and practices; 

(d) To organize, catalog (if necessary) and edit for publication, 

including the preparation of indices; 

(e) To convert the totality of the data into computer-readable 

form, thus securing their capability for being incorporated 

into a national data base, such as OCLC or RLIN, if and when 

the needed facilities are secured; 
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(f) To print and publish the SAP HAL data base (collection) as a 

handbook for the benefit of scholars and libraries here and 

abroad, and also make it available on disks, for the 

benefit of those who would prefer this medium; and 

(g) To complete, by executing the above tasks, the Humanities 

component of a comprehensive, international- PROJECT TULIP. 

All the above operati ons wi 11 lead to the emergence of a helpful 

research tool in the form of a union list of South Asian periodical 

publications available in major research libraries in America and 

elsewhere. 

It may be remarked in passing that what was only "India" until 1947 

now comprises three countries. We intend to cover all the publications 

issued in India since the beginning of publishing. This justifies the 

use of the geographical term "South Asian" for our coverage. 

Why SAPHAL? 

A comprehensive and systematic union list of South Asian periodicals 

in the humanities in the United States will be very helpful. It will be 

an important bibliographical tool. It will become an effective medium 

for research in South Asian studies. It will also help in the 

acquisition, cataloging, reference service, and interlibrary loan. 

American libraries have acquired more South Asian materials in the past 

two decades than in the past two centuri es . They deserve uni fi ed, 

systematic, and centralized cataloging and union listing. Completion of 

one segment (SAPHAL) of the total project (TULIP) will be a good 

beginning toward the ultimate objective of organizing and disseminating 

knowledge in this field. 

Towards a Global Undertak;ng 

By providing financial assistance to complete this Project SAPHAL, 

NEH will move one step closer toward completing a global bibliographical 

undertaking. The Southeast Asian Periodicals: An International Union 

List by G. Raymond Hunn was partially funded by NEH. Duke University 

received a substantial grant ($80,000) from the NEH to complete its 

Union List of South Asian Government Serial Publications in the Major 
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U.S. libraries. SAPHAL will add one more part toward creating the 

whole, i.e. a universal list of South and Southeast Asian periodical 

publications in the U.S.A. The two earlier grants provided by the NEH 

to complete specific parts of a global bibliographical undertaking offer 

a further justification for giving a sympathetic consideration to this 

Proj ect SAPHAL. SAPHAL does not dupl i cate any other attempt, past or 

contemplated. It merely supplements and complements what has already 

been accomplished. 

Workplans and Hethodology 

The Proposal outlines the materials with which it is concerned and 

presents adequate information with regard to the extent to which these 

constitute an important resource for scholarship in the Humanities. The 

very fact that these research collections are organized and developed by 

great research libraries of the nation bears ample testimony to their 

profound usefulness. To what extent they are unique will be better 

known only after the work has been completed and made available to the 

users around the world. However, pages 5-llj of the TULIP Report 

provide a good idea of how valuable these materials are. The case of 

the journal Arya, discussed on pages 46-49 and 59-62 of the TULIP Report 

demonstrates tha value of the Project SAPHAL. This discussion concludes 

with the following remarks: 

When I got my own set I eagerly consulted it to see if any 

library in the U.S.A. held the title. Yes! There was only one 

library in the whole of the country whi ch had a copy of the 

journal (the Arya) in reference! It was Harvard! 

It is quite natural that the Harvard University library, 

the oldest and the largest library in Hew England, which 

provided a fertile ground for the flourishing of 

transcendentalism and the origin and development of Indic 

studies in the United States of America, should have a copy of 

the A.o!.A! But how sad it is that the Library has only two 

volumes of the set and even those two are incomplete! 

Is it too much to expect that at least one library in the 

United States possesses a set of this valuable journal? Let us 
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assume that a library is willing to acquire it. But how would 

it know that such and such a journal exi sts? Let us assume 

further that the Harvard University Library itself decides to 

complete its set. How would it know where does a set exi st, 

which can at least be reproduced, so that its incomplete set is 

completed? Here may lie some contribution of ·TULIP. It will 

provide a complete history of the journal, as well as some 

information as to its location in a library in England, India, 

or the U.S.A. 

The Project SAPHAL will be of immense value to South Asia 

specialists allover the world. 

Enrichment of the Data 

We will check the Humanities component of our "TULIP Master List" 

against standard American library-bibliographical sources, such ae NUC, 

NST, ULS, and OCLC to ascertain whether our titles are contained in any 

of them, and if our data can be further enri ched. It is possi bla that 

many periodical publications included in SAPHAL may not be available in 

the U.S.A. It may be recalled in this connection that forty percent of 

the ti tIes appeari ng in the Bri ti sh Uni on Catalogue of Peri odi cals 

<BUCOP) do not appear in the ULS! Some titles like the Arya may be 

here, but the set may be so incomplete and inadequate that it would 

amount to nonent i ty. SAPHAL may prove to be a great instrument for 

acquiring such titles and completing the sets. This point is well 

documented in my original proposal, on page 13 of the TULIP Report. I 

reproduce my words: 

I wish to prepare a 'Union list of learned Indian serials 

in the humanities and social sciences available in major 

libraries of the United States and Canada.' No one has 

attempted such a project as yet. Just as ULLAS has proved to 

be a great source of information, the proposed union list will 

in Indic studies. become an important tool for research 

will also be an effective tool for interlibrary loan 

It the national/international level. 

It 

and 

wi 11 acquisition at 

enable Ameri can librarians to acquire, if not in original at 
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1 ea st in repro duct ion, I nd ian ser i a Is that have not yet found 

their way into any American library, and to fill in their gaps 

by getting the missing parts reproduced. The libraries will be 

helped in two ways: 1) They will acquire titles still unknown 

to them, and 2) fill the gaps in their existing holdings. 

While we will examine the above sources to ascertain which titles 

contai ned in our fi Ie are also contai ned in those sources so that we 

could veri fy the exi sti ng data and add new ones, if avai lable, it wi 11 

not be possible for us to reverse the process, i.e. scan through these 

extensi ve Ameri can bi bl i ographi cal sources to ascertai n whi ch ti tIes 

contained in them are not yet represented in our file--titles which are 

valuable and could be added to our fi Ie wi th profi t. Thi s wi 11 be a 

separate operation, and a very gigantic one too. 

for it. 

Data Elements 

We have no resources 

The categories of information or data elements that may be 

incorporated into SAPHAl PP records are shown in summary form in the 

Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorders appearing on pp. 88-95 of the TULIP Report. 

These categories are illustrative and show only the types. They have 

been further subdivided (and the foci sharpened) since the Report was 

published. This subject of exhaustiveness of the data has been 

discussed well in detail on pages 51-53. 

Br;ef catalog;ng 

Titles will be cataloged brieflY and modified to suit the 

requ i rements of AACR-I I. Thi sis necessary if we want to achi eve 

consistency as well as uniformity and also secure collocation as well as 

integration of the titles and their records. 

Authent;cat;on of Records 

Authent i cat i on of our records wi 11 be achi eved by veri fyi ng and 

checking them against what appears in NUC, NST, UlS and OClC. This 

process will give us additional locations and enrich the holdings 

component of SAPHAl. 

Heans of Access 
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Addi ti onal data and means of access wi 11 be added to the SAPHAl. 

They are: 

lCCN 

ISSN 

OClC Control No. 

lC Class No. 

DC Class No. 

lC Subject headings 

lC Added entries (tracings)--a corollary. 

Transl;terat;on of H;nd; T;tles 

All Hindi titles not in standard or systematic form will be treated 

as if they were written in original, i.e. Devanagari script. They ~ill 

be rendered properly in systematic form following the international 

standards. This standard form will be used as the "Entry name." The 

popular form, as it appears in our source, will follow the standard form 

in parenthesis. It will be linked with the standard form by a cross 

reference. This procedure will automatically eliminate many duplicates. 

The users will be helped in so many ways. 

page 88. 

This matter is discussed on 

Cross References 

When data are collected from so many sources, the ultimate output is 

bound to be quite rich. 

at times, si nce these 

However, it tends to be complex and conflicting 

sources do not follow any uni form, i denti cal 

system of collecting, rendering, or featuring the data. Adv.antages 

accompany disadvantages. 

We have to secure correlation and coordination between the "Referred 

from" and the "Referred to" headi ngs. Also we must veri fy all the 

existing headings for relevance and appropriateness. It is essential 

that not only the "Referred to" must exist in the file, but it must also 

appear in that very speci fi c form in every respect. There is no 

justification in making a reference to what does not exist in that form, 

or worse yet, does not exist at all. 
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Computer-Readability 

We will merely secure computer-readability of the SAPHAl data so 

that the "list" mechanically composed by an automated 

phototypesetter. However. the transcribed medium may serve as a means 

for the development. on a national scale. of a comprehensive data base 

of South Asian periodical publications available in American libraries. 

a data base that can be mechanically manipulated to obtain the desired 

sorts and access points. including their ultimate incorporation into a 

national network. such as OClC or RlIN. However. SAPHAl will be first 

published in a conventional form as a handbook. 

contents. Scope. and Some Other Features 

Total no. of titles 2500 

Total no. of entries 3000 

(including added and cross-references) 

Total no. of pages 200 

Total no. of entries per page 15 

Average no. of lines per entry 6 

Criteria for inclu,ion 

What is included and why? 

"South Asian Periodicals in the Humanities in American 

Libraries." 

Present as well as potential. At present we don't 

know which of the titles in our file are in the USA and 

which are not. Even those that are not here deserve to be 

acquired and preserved somewhere in some library so that 
, -

the future scholars have easy access to them. 

',. 
Format employed 

Alphabetical author-title arrangement in main part. 

The Accessions ~ of the U.S. library of Congress Office. 

Hew Delhi. will be our model. 

Index by author/titla/subject. 
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We will follow AACR-II and MARC-S format. 

Samples enclosed. 

Time-Table: Estimated rate of progress 

There are four major operations of the total undartaking in 

connection with the serials data: 

(1) Collection 

(2) Organization 

(3) Computerization, and 

(4) Publication. 

One fourth of the total time, i.e. 26 weeks, or 520 work-hours, 

will be devoted to each operation. 

Computer Use 

We have adequate facilities and trained staff to fulfill this 

obligation. We also have sufficient hardware and software. (See 

letters from the UM Director of University Printing Services and tha 

Assistant Director of Technical Services, UMC libraries.) 

The project Personnel 

The project personnel will be "add-on" staff, especially hired for 

thi s purpose. It wi 11 be possi ble for thi s Project to attract and 

retain suitably qualified professionals to help in planning and 

executing the Project. 

The preceding proposal describes in detail the tasks to be performed 

to complete the Project. These can be divided into two broad 

categories. The data collected so far are to be verified, supplemented, 

organized, and edited. This aggregate of tasks involves the knowledge 

and uee of library and bibliographic techniques. Another major set of 

tasks is the conversi on of the total data into computer-readable form 

and their publication as a handbook. Thi s requi res the knowledge of 

computer techniques and book prodoction. 

Just as in a library, our operation involves three lavels of work 

and competence to execute it: 1) Professional, 2) Para-professional, and 

3) Clerical. In addition to the Project Director, the budget provides 
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for three persons at these three levels. They are: 1) Assistant Project 

Director; 2) library Assistant; and 3) library Clerk. 

The Project Director 

The narrati ve presented above contai ns enough evi dence of the 

competence of the Project Director for successfully executing the 

project and his ability to gather together an equally competent staff if 

facilities are provided. A brief vita is enclosed. 

leading South Asia specialists around the country who have studied 

the TULIP Report and the UMC faculty who have also seen the "TULIP 

Master list" have found the quality and quantity of the work performed 

very impressive. Pages 112-128 of the Report contain sixteen letters of 

appreciation and support. These documents persuasively demonstrate .what 

can be accomplished also with regard to the Project SAPHAl. If and when 

completed, SAPHAL will be the second work of this Project Director. His 

first work was UllAS (Joy)---The Union List of Learned American Serials 

in Indi an L i brad es, bri efly descri bed on p. 12 of tha TULIP Report. 

Its specimens appearing on pp. 19-37 speak for themselves. 

documentation is needed. 

No further 

The Project Director will devote at least 50Y. of his library time to 

the Project. 

Below is a summary of the functions and qualifications of the three 

persons to be hired specifically for the Projact. 

Functions 

Assistant project Director 

(Librarian II) 

Under the direction and supervision of the Project Director, the 

Assistant Project Director executes the plans, follows the procedures, 

and completes the Project. He/she gui des and supervi ses the Library 

Assi stant and the Library Clerk. Attempts soluti ons to the complex 

problems of cataloging, computerizing, compiling the list, and 

publishing the Handbook. Catalogs periodical publications following 

MARC-S format. Organizes and edits the data. 
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Qual if ications 

M.A. in Library/Information Science, or equivalance with South Asia 

background. Experi ence in prepari ng and publi shi ng Uni on 1 i sts of 

serials or bibliographic compilations. Knowledge of South Asian 

languages desirable . 

Library Assistant I 

Functions 

Assists the Assistant Project Director in the work of 

bibliographical searching, compiling the list, and converting the 

serials records into computer format using an IBM-PC. Performs 

essential tasks necessary for the successful operation of the Project. 

Qualifications 

Undergraduate degree or equivalant. Knowledge of AACR-II, MARC-S 

format, bibliographical saarching, editorial principles and practices. 

Library Clerk III 

Functions 

Typing; Correspondence; mailing and assisting the Project personnel 

in their tasks. 

Qual if ications 

Minimum of two years of college work; library experience; knowledge 

of office routine; accurate and speedy typing. 

The Project Budget and Cost-Sharing (Matching Funds) 

Let it be emphasized that the applicant institution (University of 

Missouri--Columbia-Library) holds only a fraction of the research 

resources that are planned to be uni on-l i eted in SAPHAL. Thi s Library 

wi 11 act only as an agent or compi ler. We do not intend to catalog or 

process any backlog collections of this specific library. We are not 

Preparing any guide exclusivalY of the collections of the UMC Library. 

This Library happens to be only one of the many major reaearch libraries 

allover the world whose South Asian periodical collections relative to 

the Human it i es are planned to be un i on-l i stad in thi s source. Thesa 
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research resources wi 11 be useful to a large number of scholars ina 

variety of fields. Furthermore. the project is of interest not just to 

a few scholars in a very narrow discipline or sub-discipline. This is a 

global undertaking whose beneficial results will extend far beyond the 

boundaries of North America and permeate all the countries of the world 

wherever South Asian periodicals in the Humanities are preserved and 

served. Obviously. this is a bibliographical projact of universal 

nature. whose result will not redound quite directly and exclusively to 

the benefit of the applicant institution . Therefore. this Library is 

not expected to provide more than twenty percent of cost-sharing. yet we 

ara planning to match almost forty-three percent for the completion of 

the Project SAPHAL. 

Below are gi ven some speci mens of entri es as they wi 11 appea!," in 

their finaly completed and published form. 

The ADVENT. v.l-

Spec;mens of "Ideal" Entr;es 

(Host Deta;led)l 

1944- (210)--Pondicherry (401)--Sri Aurobindo 

Ashram (402)--Sri Aurobindo Ashram. Pondicherry (480)--Rs.6.00 (490)--

25cm. (5011)--illus. (5012)--q (521)--English (531)--Ed.: Nolini Kant 

Gupta <CIPE>(611)--A Quarterly devoted to the exposition of Aurobindo's 

vision of the future (680)--1. Ghose. Aurobindo. 1872-1950--Societies-

Periodicals. etc.(720)--I. Sri Aurobindo Ashram (730)--BL127.64A3 (811) 

--052 (812)--SA68-4810 (821)--1587084 (826)--BLeIPP944q (828)--NUC 

(852)--AL IPiP OC PiH UCD (853)--PL480: v.25. Feb. 1968- (910) 11 

ANDHRA Historical Research Society. Hyderabad (110)--Journal of the 

Andhra Historical Research Society. v.4- 1930- (210)--Formerly: 

The Quarterly journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society. v.1-3; 

July 1926-Apr. 1929 <ULS UCD>(250)--Hyderabad (401)--The Society (402)-

Formerly Rajahmundhry. Madras (451)--4th Ward. No. 90-91 Godawari Bund 

Road. Rajahmundhry, AP <CIPE>(480)--Price varies <IPiP>(490)--24.5cm . 

1 Compare these entries with those in the "Master List!" There is a 

world of difference. These are considerably enriched from every point 

of view. 
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(5011)--illus. (5012)--plates, facsim (5013)--issued in 4 pts. (502)-

a (521)--quarterly, v.1-3; July 1926-Apr. 1929 (525)--English, Sanskrit 

(534)--Includes list of members in each volume and annual reports of 

the Society, 5th, 1925/26- (620)--Supplement: Kaumudi mahotsava 

edited by M. Ramakrishna Kavi and Mimamsacharya S.K . Ramanatha Sastri 

pub. by the Society in its Quarterly journal for 1928-29 <NUC>(631)-

Cumulative index: v.1-26 with v.28 (651)--Articles on the history and 

culture of Andhra; reports activities of the Society <CIPE>(680)--

1. India--History--Periodicals (720)--Andhra Historical Research Society, 

Hyderabad. Quarterly journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society 

(740)--DS401.A6 (811)--33-21060 (821)--1604488 (826)--DSeIAH926a (828) 

--AlC76 (852)--BUCOP CIPE IOl IPiP NUC OC UCD UlS(853)--Pl480:v.27, 

1961/62- (910) 12 

ASIATIC Society, Calcutta (110)--Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

v.1-75; 1832-1934 <?>(210)--v.8-73 also called new series (230)--Issued 

by the Society under its earlier name: Asiatic Society of Bengal (352) 

--Calcutta (401)--22-25cm. (5011)--illus. (5012)--u (521)--English 

(531)--Succeeds: Gleanings in science. v.1-3; 1829-31 (601)--United with 

Society's Proceedings to form its Journal and proceedings, wef. v.74, 

1905. Issues for 1905-34 issued in pts. as v.74-75 of the Journal with 

title on covers: Journal and proceedings (6012)--Succeeded by: The 

Society's Journal and proceedings, 3rd series, wef. 1935 (602)-

Incorporates: The Society's Asiatic researches, wef. 1840 (6032)--v.34-

73 in 2 pts.; v.62-63, 65, 67-73 in 3 pts. Pt.l: History, antiquities, 

etc.,pt. 2: Natural history, etc.; Pt.3: Anthropology, etc. Issues for 

1832-64 include the Society's Proceedings (later published separately). 

V.73, pt.l includes Section "Numismatic supplement," no.1-4 (later nos. 

5-15 issued in the Society's Journal and proceedings, new series) (620) 

--Some issues accompanied by supplements or extra numbers (631)--Index: 

v.I-23, 1832-54 in 1 vol. Includes index to v.19-20 of Asiatic 

researches (651)--1. India. 2. Oriental philology--Societies, etc. 

3. Asia--Periodicals. 4. Natural historY--Asia--Periodicals <OC> (720) 

--I. Asiatic Society of Bengal (730)-- Asiatic Society, Calcutta. 1. 

Journal and proceedings, new series. 2. Asiatic researches. 3. Journal 

and proceedings, 3rd series (750)--AS472.C2195 (811)--8-88 rev (821) 
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1824093 (826)--ASeIBC832u (828)--NUC (852)--OC (853)--Regarding f 210 

NUC takes the span through 1936, but the PP is superseded by the 

Society's Journal end proceedings, 3rd series, wef. 1935 (991) 13 

BRAHMAVADIN. v.1- 1966- (210)--Published by: Brahmavadin Prakasana 

Samithi (305)--Bangalore (401)--Brahmavadin Prakasana Samithi, Jaya 

Niwas, Old Veterinary Hospital Rd., Basavangudi, Bangalore-560004, 

Karnatake (480)--Rs.10.00 (490)--2Scm. (SOll)--some numbers issued 

combined (503)--q (S21)--English (S31)--Ed.: T.S. Sema Rao <CIPE>(611) 

--Index: v.1-3, 1966-68 with v.3-4 <CIPE>(651)--Articles on religion, 

philosophy and mysticism (680)--1. Religion--Periodicals (720)--1. 

Brahmavadin Prakasana Samithi (730)--BlI.B7 (811)--105 (812)--78-900683 

(821)--0006-8721 (825)--lS36982 (826)--BleIKB966q (828)--HUC (8S2)--Al 

CIPE NST OC PiH PiI UMC (8S3)--Pl480: v.3, Jan./Apr 1968- (910) .4 

BRAHMAVIDYA (210)--The Adyar library bulletin. v.1- Feb.17, 1937-

(212)--Title in Senskrit precedes English title (230)--V 18 called 

"new series" <HlC>(290)--Adyar library Association <HlC>(30S)--Madras 

(401)--C. Subbareyudu; K. Ramanathan <PiI7S>; Adyar library and Research 

Centre. Pub. for Theosophical Society, Madras <PiH>(402)--21cm. (5011) 

--plates, facsims (S012)--ports. (S013)--some numbers issued combined 

(S03)--f (S21)--quarterly, 1937-70 (S2S)--English, Sanskrit, German, 

French, Tamil <PiH>(S34)--Ed.: Dr. V. Raghavan (611)--Includes text and 

translations of manuscripts found in the library (620)--V 12 has one 

Diamond Jubilee supplement <NlC>; supplement accompanies v.38 <AlC79> 

(631)--Cumulative index every five years; v.1-23, 1937-59 in v.24; 1960-

63 in Iv.; v.28-36, 1964-72, Iv. <OC>(6S1)--1. Theosophy--Periodicals 

(720)--1. Adyar library and Research Centre, Madras (730)--The Adyar 

library bulletin (740)--BP500.B7 (811)--43-26597 (821)--lS89779 (826)-

BPefgstITM937f (828)--NUC (8S2)--Al IOl IPiP HlC OC PiH UCD UCK UlS UMC 

(853)--Pl480: v.26, pts.1/2, 1962- (910) 

TRIVEHI (210)--a cultural quarterly <AlC76> v.16- Apr.1944-

'5" 
(212)--

formerly: Triveni, v.1-8; 1928-June 1936. Triveni quarterly, v.13-1S; 

July 1940- Dec.1943 (2S0)--Former subtitle: a journal of Indian 

renaissance (252)--nsv. 9-12; July 1936-June 1940 (290)--Masulipatnam 

(410)--Bhavaraju Harasimha Reo (402)--Triveni Publishers, Buttaihpet, 

Masulipatnam- S21001, TH <CIPE>(480)--Triveni Publishing, Madras <HlC> 
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(483)--Rs.15.00 <Ulrich> (490)--24cm. (5011)--plates (pt. col.) <NLC> 

(5012)--q, v.13, July 1940- (521)--bimonthly, v.1-8; 1928-36. monthly, 

v.9-12; 1936-40 <NLC>(525)--English (531)--Jan.-Feb. 1932 and May-June 

1940 not published (540)--v.1(1) not numbered (573)--Absorbs: New era, 

wef. Jan. 1930 (6031)--Ed.: Bhavaraju Narasimha Rao <CIPE>(611)-

Indexed in: GIPL; Index India <CIPE> (654)--Devoted to art, history 

and literature of Indian renaissance in its manifold aspects <CIPE>(680) 

1. India--Civilization--Periodicals (720)--1. Triveni. 2. Triveni 

quarterly (740)--New era (750)--AP8.T75 (811)--052 <NUC>; 891.4 <Ulrich> 

; 945 <NST>(812)--53-32814 (821)--0041-3135 (825)--1779339 (826)-

(828)--ULS (852)--ALC76 CIPE NLC NST NUC DC PiH UCD Ulrich (853)--

PL480: v.31, Apr. 1962- (910) 16 

N.B. This serial entry for Triveni has appeared in all the stages 

of the process of composing TULIP. 
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INDEX1 

Ady~r Libr~ry bulletin, 15 

Adyar Library ~nd Research Centre, Madr~s, 15 

Andhra Historical Research Society, Hyderabad. 

Quarterly journ~l of the Andhra Historical Research Society, .2 

Asi~--Periodicals, 13 

Asiatic researches, 13 

Asiatic Society, Calcutt~. 

Asi~tic researches. 

Journal and proceedings, new series. 

Journal and proceedings, 3rd series, 13 

Asiatic Society of Bengal, 13 

Ghose, Aurobindo, 1872-1950--Societies--Periodicals, etc., II 

Gleanings in science, 13 

India, 13 

Indi~--Civilization--Periodicals, 16 

India--History--Periodicals, 12 

Journ~l of the Andhra Historical Research Society, 12 

Journal of the Asi~tic Society of Bengal, 13 

N~tural history--Asi~--Periodicals, 13 

Oriental philology--Societies, etc.--Periodicals, 13 

Religion--Periodic~ls, 14 

Sri Aurobindo A5hr~m, II 

Theosophy--Periodic~ls, .5 

Triveni qu~rterly, 16 

1 Only a specimen prep~red for NEH. 
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Proposal Watered-Down 

Thi s was the second attempt made wi th the NEH. The 

proposal was considerably watered down. All the super 

innovation and experimentation were set aside. It was 

straightforward bibliographic enterprise. The budget 

tremendously reduced. All this was done as · a result 

original 

ideas for 

a simple, 

too was 

of some 

correspondence and exchange of views. The proposal received good 

reviews from some reviewers. Yet the final outcome was a big zero! 

Here are some highlights of the process of softening and taking the 

bite out! 

We did not ask for any funds to experiment with a new methodology or 

computer-programming for collecting, organizing, or accessing the data. 

Thi s component of the total TULIP Project had been deff(!rred 

indefinitely. We decided to work within the existing framework of 

MARC-S format. We had no plans, no resources for i nputti ng our data 

ri ght now into OCLC or RLIH. We concluded: Let the COHSER data base 

and RLIH continue to serve the needs of scholars consulting South Asian 

periodicals in this country. Our effort would only complement and 

supplement what is being done by CONSER. We were not in competition 

with any other agency or organization; We were not duplicating any work 

being attempted or contemplated by another agency or organization. Our 

scope, though limited in terms of the subject and the user, is much 

wider. It is universal. 

The above facts were used as the bases for prepari ng the second 

proposal because the fi rst proposal--so we were told--was rejected on 

the above grounds--real or imaginary. 

We had also stressed the following points: 

users of the proposed SAPHAL (a handbook> 

boundaries of Horth America. They are not 

Obviously, the potential 

extend far beyond the 

limited to the PL480 

participants even in this country. At present there are approximately 

31 Ameri can i nsti tuti ons whi ch acqui re PL480 materials. Some of them 

subscri be to the OCLC, whi Ie others have preferred RLIN. These two 

groups are not identical; rather they are distinct. Ho single data base 

can satisfy the needs of all the PL480 participants. 
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Now our emphasis is not so much on the conversion of the SAPHAL data 

into computer-readable form, or its incorporation into a data base such 

as RUN or OCLC, as it is on the organization and publication of the 

data in a handbook form. Conversion of the data into computer-readable 

form by the use of IBM-PC is only a means for machine-composition and 

printing of the text. This will achieve substantial savings as pointed 

out by the Director of UM Printing Services (his letter was enclosed). 

Incidentally, the SAPHAL data will become ready for incorporation into 

any nati onal data base if and when desi red in the future; and yet the 

contents of SAP HAL will be made available in the electronic medium for 

immediate use. 

The Begging Bowl Never Filled 

Yet the SAPHAL (successful and frui tful!) turned out to be total 

VIPHAL (or dead failure). Names mean nothing! I went around everywhere 

wi th a beggi ng bowl but, alas the bowl remained empty. We must note 
A. 

that while some smaller agencies provided the funds, though limited by 

thei r own resources ·wt wi th understandi ng and appreci ati on, the bi gger 
/ 61 Oc...3 .-:t.. #..~'r 

agenci es di scarded the proposal on vari ous grounds. The .. . stri kit was in 
A 

in perfect proport i on to thei r bi gness! We would not want even to 
re. 

comment on the comments of their reviewers. Thet were some exceptional 

people, probably from an outer space. They were the only critics who 

did not recognize any value in this project so highly praised by so many 

scholar-librarians everwhere. 

These many "rejections" were enough to discourage even the ?'n~+ ! 

stone-hearted human being. 

any amount; try to finish a 

I decided not to apply at all anywhere for 

part of TUL IP mysel f; and offer it to the 
~S~,,",~/7~ 

book trade. Inspi te of these repeated learned world i ncludi ng the A-
setbacks, we have been able to offer two bouquets of TULIP upto the 

letter "H." others would be readi ed and offered if the users and 

consumers want. 
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C HAP T E R V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Section I: In Retrospect 

UL: Problems and Solutions 

The creation, maintenance, and dissemination of union lists of 

serials has engaged my attention since early 1960's. I have encountered 

many problems in this bibliographic enterprise and have tried to solve 

them. 

Anslie T. Embree, a past President of the Association for Asian 

Studies and once the Counselor for Cultural Affairs, USICA, with the 

American Embassy in New Delhi, justly remarks: 

You have undertaken a stupendous task, and the results 

are very impressive. I hope that you wi 11 be able to 

secure funds to see the project through to completion. It 

will be an important tool for research in Indian studies . 

I enjoyed going through the report, as it gives a 

very vivid picture of the problems you have faced and 

ingenuity in solving them. 

Definition of a Union List 

I\. A union list is a unified, collective record of the 

bio-bibliographical and holdings data of the publications held by two or 

more libraries of a geographical region (state. country. or even the 

world) . The Union lists of Serials are useful for research. 

reference. acquisition. cataloging. and above all for inter-library 

loan. They require large investment of time. money. and energy for 

their creation, maintenance, and dissemination. Of course, the union 

list is a product of scholarshi p and is an out standi ng outcome of 

perseverance and painstaking missionary zeal. 

A Union List Aims at Unity 

Ideally there has to be only one bi bl i ographi c record for an 

identical title in a union list if it is to be a true union list. 
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The unification of bibliographic records--their collocation as well as 

integration, and the elimination of duplicates are some of the 

fundamental objectives of creating a union list. If these are not 

achieved, all the time, money, and energy invested into the operation 

are, ina way, wasted. The purpose is not fully served; the objecti ve 

is not completely realized. When an identical title gets featured in 

more than one distinct and different bibliographic records in a union 

list, it violates the principle of "One-title One - record." 

Furthermore, the holdings are not unified, and the fact that multiple 

distinct records appear for one and the same title in one list obscures 

their identity, creating a misunderstanding that they might be differnt 

ti tIes. 

Hult;pl;cat;on of Entr;es 

Nevertheless, in many uni on 1 i sts there is no uni fi cati on of 

bibliographic records, rather a duplication, nay even multiplication, 

caused by many factors. Such problems cannot be avoi ded if the data 

are collected from various sources that do not follow one rule and one 

practice. Cataloging is not an exact science. It is not verifiable. It 

is an art and is vari~ble. It is creative. The choice and rendering of 

an entry for a periodical publication is many a time a function of 

the flai r and fancy of an i ndi vi dual cataloger. Even if two 

catalogers follow an i denti cal code of catalogi ng rules, thei r 

individual interpretation on a specific case may not always be 

identical. The law of the land is the samei yet its interpretations 

differ. 

D;vers;ty ;n un;ty 

In our attempt to collect comprehensive data on Indian periodical 

publications, we used approximately sixty different sources produced in 

three di fferent countri e5--Indi a, England, and the U. S. A. located on 

three different continents! One could legitimately expect wide 

di ver5i ty when products of catalogi ng of three di fferent countri eS--50 

widely situated geographically, 50 apart culturally, and so uneven in 

the degree of their library development--are brought in juxtaposition. 
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But what do we say if the same type of chaotic conditions are witnessed 

by some compi lers when they attempt to compi Ie a uni on catalog of a 

limited number of libraries in one state, say, California of the U.S.A.? 

One might hope for a good deal of uniformity in practice. But in 

reality there is not much. 

The Joint Committee on the Union list of Serials has made this point 

qui te clear. It says: "Because of the di fferences in entry found in 

vari ous 1 i brad es the correlati on of catalog entri es and the Uni on 

list of Serials entries is never perfect." 

D;verse structures and Data Han;pulab;l;ty 

lists of serials, especially of the nature of directories and 

guides, contain diverse internal structures, created to satisfy varied 

approaches of their varying users. The serials data must, therefore, 

be endowed with total manipulability so that they are sorted out and 

featured in any specific order or arrangement. This is the only way a 

major objective of compiling the union list can be achieved. Also, 

this is to be achieved with maximum possible ease, economy, and 

efficiency. The degree of success in satisfying the varied needs of 

the varying users will be in direct proportion to the success 

achieved in securing the manipulability of the data and in providing 

access through vari ous po i nts of approach. There ought to be many 

doors to the House of Serials, and the researcher must be able to enter 

it through any door he chooses. 

Exhaust;veness 

A catalog entry may be descri pti ve or bri ef, dependi ng upon the 

levels of cataloging prescribed by a particular library for a particular 

class of books. The same 1 i brary may apply di fferent standards of 

cataloging for other books depending upon the nature of the subject and 

the detai Is it deserves in terms of its use. Consequently, some books 

receive fully detailed descriptive cataloging, while others receive very 

brief limited cataloging, 

A union catalog is, after all, a unified catalog of catalogs. It 

may reflect the same philosophy of the compilers that characterizes that 
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of the catalogers. While CASSI. for example. stands out as one of the 

most detailed union catalogs. SSDC stands on the other extreme. The 

work of INSDOC comes in between. 

The River of Serials 

A union list typifies a running river of flowing water. It is not a 

pond of stagnant water. It is ali vi ng organi sm that conti nuously 

grows as it flows. It should be possi ble to incorporate in it fresh 

enti ti es of i nformati on and to revi se or remove the exi stents. The 

system must admit of change--every conceivable change. because the UL 

is an attempt to secure total control over the world of peri odi cal 

publ i cati ons. a world whi ch, by its very nature. is ever-changi ng. 

ever-growing. and ever-becoming universe. Periodical publication~ are 

the embodiments of nascent thought. New pUblications appear; old ones 

disappear. There are divisions; there are mergers. There are unions; 

there are separations. There are marriages; there are divorces. so to 

speak. New titles are acquired by libraries regularly. By "new" we do 

not mean necessari ly "newly pub 1 i shed." but "newly acqui red." those 

which are not already available in a specific library. Old. valuable. 

out-of-print sets are reprinted every now and then. Their acquisition 

generates changes also in the "holdi ngs" component. To talk in terms 

of creating and maintaining a collective record of such a changing world 

of peri odi cal publ i cati ons by conventi onal and tradi ti onal means and 

methods. and then trying to publish the total record through the 

printing press. or even by photo-mechanical reproduction. is to deceive 

one's own self when we are passing through an age of communications 

revolution. And yet this is exactly what some union list compilers are 

doing even today. Such a changing world cannot be controlled by rigid. 

old printing technology, a product of which goes out of date even 

before the press copy goes to the press! It is absolutely essent i al 

that we be able to mani pulate and organi ze the data in any way we 

desi re, if we want to retri eve and feature the needed i nformati on in 

any desired order, group. or arrangement. 
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computer Programm;ng 

The most appropri ate way to secure complete bibliographical 

control over the enormous mass of nascent thought embodied in periodical 

publications, on a continuous basis, is to secure the services of the 

latest instruments developed in the field of computer technology and to 

mai ntai n the totali ty of records "on 1 i ne . " There ought to be full 

scope for additions, alterations, deletions, and substitutions--all 

types of changes, if we want to meet the challenges posed by the 

ever-changing world of periodical publications. And so, computerization 

of the serials data is a necessity and that there is a real need for 

developing and maintaining high standards in the creation of serials 

records. Achievement of these objectives has been my goal for some time 

past. 

Un;on L;st: "ajar Operat;ons 

Creation of union lists involves two major operations,~. (1) 

collection of the data and (2) their organization. There are three 

major methods of collecting the data: 

1) Prepare a Master List (Checking Edition) and circulate it 

among the participating libraries; 

2) Request libraries to prepare and submit their 

individual returns; and 

3) UL Staff visits the libraries and collects the data. 

a) Method one puts great stress and strain on the UL staff. 

b) Method two passes the burden on to the cooperating libraries. 

It is a case of "Passing the Buck." Typically, libraries 

now refuse even to check their holdings against a 

checking edition. 

c) Method three is too costly and hence impracticable. 

B;o-B;bl;o-Data Recorder 

I have identified and isolated approximately one hundred categories 

of information or data elements which can enable us to collect, sort, 

organi ze, and feature the total i nformati on wi th ease, economy, and 
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effi ci ency. I have desi gned a dataset and have desi gnated it as the 

Bio-Biblio-Data Recorder (BBDR)' This methodology provides an ideal 

solution to all the problems. It combines the best featues of all the 

methods enumerated above. It possesses enormous potentialities for 

performing all the functions expected from the collected data. This 

mechanism has already enabled me to collect the data in the most 

economical and efficient manner. 

TULIP Computer Format 

I have also developed a special computer format which has enormous 

potentialities. It has helped us to develop the Project TULIP. it may 

also help other union list projects. Both the Department of Information 

Science and the Academic Computing Center of the University of Mis~ouri 

- Columbia have endorsed the idea and have extended their helping hand. 

We may interject a summary statement here before we go further. The 

methodology of organizing the data assumes new dimensions and promises 

immense potentialities with the advancement in computer technology. We 

must have human brains powerful enough to generate mechanical brains. 

We believe we have both. 

TULIP CODE: An Innovative Device 

For identification, access, reference, indexing, and organization 

certain code numbers have been designed and assigned to the periodical 

publications, such as ISSH, lC Card Humber, and OClC Control Humber. 

Unfortunately, however, none of these are 

intrinsic meaning. They are not mnemonic. 

benefit is quite limited indeed. 

The TULl P CODE 

expressive! They have no 

They are arbitrary and their 

We need an (1) instrument for analysi sand synthesi s, systemati c 

order and arrangement, collocation and integration, and the rejection of 

duplicates; 2) a connecting link between the main and added entries as 

well as cross-references; 3) an identity number for individualization 

and identification; 4) a locating device to get easy, direct and 
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expedi ti ous access; and 5) a common denomi nator for absolute 

unification.l Who could bestow all these boons at a time? Maybe TULIP 

CODE can! 

The evolution and formulation of an expressive, analytico-synthetic 

confi gurati on of symbols, embodyi ng fi ve fundamental consti tuent 

elements of a periodical publication--a Constellati~n of Designators--a 

unique distinctive assemmblage of numbers is another significant outcome 

of my current research on the creation, maintenance, and 

dissemination of the union list of serials. This configuration is named 

the TULIP CODE. We bel i eve our TULIP CODE can perform all these 

functions most successfully. 

It is significant, meaningful, and mnemonic. It will serve as an 

effective instrument for individualization, identification, colloca~ion, 

integration, organization, indexing, reference, and finally the 

dissemination of all the periodical publications and their exhaustive 

data. Apart from its unique quality of serving as an efficient 

connecting link between the main entry and the added entries, it 

possesses enormous potentialities for permitting the necessary analysis 

by subject, language, place of publication, date of commencement, and 

the frequency of occurrence. It can also help us in eliminating 

duplicates. 

standards and Automation 

I have worked toward the soluti on of uni on-l i sti ng problems by 

developi ng appropr i ate standards for gatheri ng, recordi ng, renderi ng, 

and featuring serials data for a union list. I have tried to perfect 

my automation program for inputting the serials data in a computer 

system and for retrieving them in order to satisfy the varied interests, 

needs, and demands of the users by providing maximum possible access 

points essential for successful search and research. 

1 Full discussion on this TULIP CODE appears on pages of TULSI. It 

has taken us full twenty years to evolve this versatile instrument of 

bibliographic organization of knowledge. 
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The project Proposal 

We began The Eternal Saga of !Yllf (TEST) with our "Primary Project 

Proposal: A Systemati c and Comprehensi ve List of Indi an Peri odi cal 

Publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences; a Means to Compile 

an American Union List." It is the basic document, the heart and soul 

of the total operat ion. Thi s "Proposal" took a long time to get 

evolved, formulated, and brought to its developed stage. It presents my 

philosophy of union-listing. This embodiment of thought is the seed 

which finally blossomed into the TULIP. being presented to the learned 

world along with the publication of this "Saga." 

Yato ~ imani bhutani jayante 

Yena jatani jivanti. (The Vedas) 

From Whom are begotten all the beings; 

By Whom once begotten all get sustained. 

The Project TULIP originated in 1969. The "Primary Project 

Proposal" mentions in brief my previous work on union listing--~ (= 

Joy)--The Union .!...ill 2..f Learned American Serials in Indian libraries. 

Together with the present pUblication (TEST) we are also publishing a 

compani on volume enti tled TULSI: I.hg Y.n..iM ~ 2.f Seri also Thi s 

latter work presents in deta i Is an account of the preparat i on and 

pUblication of ULLAS, which was released from the press in 1966, but due 

to certai n reasons beyond my control. could not be seen unti I 1969. 

Once I saw the concrete proof of my prolonged labor so beaut i fully 

presented. my desire to publish a similar volume for Indian serials in 

American libraries got intensified. 

In retrospect I can say now that I ran after a mirage! I acted like 

a naive. a simpleton. I now realize that while it was so easy to get a 

sumptuous grant for preparing ULLAS in India, it proved almost 

impossible to get similar financial assistance for TULIP in America! 

During the academic year 1972/73 I visited India on sabbatical. but 

my main objective then was to collect some research materials on 

America's contribution to the development of library service in India. 

This was an extension of my doctoral dissertation. 
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However, I talked to my co-professionals in India regarding my TULIP 

Project and they were all quite enthusiastic about it. 

further strengthened. 

I visited India once again during July-October 1976. 

My idea got 

I did some 

work there on the Project and reactivated--at least so I thought--the 

Indian Council for Library Development, in the hope of getting 

cooperation from an Indian corporate body, as desired by an American 

granting agency. But the final outcome was a total failure. 

A significant outcome of this short sojourn in India, however, was 

the evolution and formulation of the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder. 

By this time I was fully convinced that The Project TULIP, as it was 

envisaged, could be undertaken and accomplished successfully only 

through the cooperative joint effort of all South Asia librarians in the 

country. 

In the spring of 1977 I attempted to form a National Committee on 

TULIP. A leading South Asia librarian was approached to be the 

chairman. His response was terribly discouraging. I was told that my 

proposal was unsound and unworkable, and that no agency would pay any 

attention to it! This was the same project proposal that finally 

brought me the AIlS ·Senior Research Fellowship. I decided to defer the 

idea of cooperation, first to accomplish something, and then seek it. 

Look i ng back upon the past, the response of thi s seemi ngly great 

1 i brary leader seems almost ri di culous today. The Report .Q!l TULIP 

(1982) belies the assertion made by this "learned" librarian that one 

year is too excessive! 

made his mind inflated. 

ProbablY my approach to him to be the chairman 

His ignorance in this specific activity could 

be matched only by his all-pervasive arrogance. 

this project for the last seventeen years, 

We have been working on 

including one year's 

extensive as well as intensive work in India, when six professional 

librarians and four library assistants vigorously worked for ten months, 

my wife and I working ten hours a day and seven days a week, with no 

hoI i days or respi te whatsoever! Yet we have hardly scratched the 

surface. We have just collected a few stones from the vast ocean. It 

is evident that this great critic did not even read my proposal 

properly. The gentleman thought that one year was excessi va for one 
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person! An unbiased reading of the proposal ought to have given him a 

preview of what was to be achieved and how if he had an open mind. l 

I continued my efforts to get financial support. The above response 

though discouraging did not deter me at all. In fact the more obstacles 

I faced the more firm I became in my determination to continue my steps 

toward the great goal. The same proposal whi ch was condemned by thi s 

great "Bundle of Wisdom" (Librarian) brought me the AIlS Fellowship as 

already stated above. 

A New Beg;nn;ng 

The TIMES changed. The dark dreary night ended. The dawn dawned. 

A new sun appeared on the horizon. I received the AIlS Fellowship and 

left for India along with my wife on September 15, 1978. 

The project TULIP 

The present publication (The Eternol ~ ~ IYlIf) was preceded by 

the following: 

The Project TULIP (The Union List of Indian Periodicals. 

Report 2.!l the Preparati on ~ it Systemati c ond Comprehensi ve 

List 2f Indian Periodical Publications in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences ~ it Means ~ Compile ~ American Yni2n ~. 

2d ed. rev. & enlarged. Columbia, MO: University of Missouri 

- Columbia, 1982. 

It was a pre-form and had brought the Saga of TULIP through December 

1979. We are presenting here a summary of this basic report. 

1 What we had achieved upto a certain point of time was demonstrated by 

the "Master List" released in October 1979. So many South Asia 

speci al i sts had very appreci ati ve reacti on to what was accompl i shed. 

Thi s gentleman di d not have the courtesy to say even one word! Thi s 

is not professionalism. Since then a great deal of work has been done 

and yet we are thousands of miles away from the goal! 
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The Project TULIP is the first attempt of its kind. It began as a 

means for the preparati on of a systemati c and comprehensi ve list of 

Indian periodical publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences in 

English, Hindi and Sanskrit available in major American libraries. It 

is planned to include Newspapers and Monographs in Series eventually. 

Field WDrk in India 

During the year 1978/79, a team of six professional librarians and 

four experienced typists worked vigorously in Mysore (India) for about 

ten months. Approximately forty union catalogs and lists of periodical 

publications, produced in India, England, and the USA, as well as some 

i ndi v i dual library catalogs, were di gested, and extensi ve basi c data 

pertaining to about 12,000 titles were collected on about 20,000 cards. 

These were checked, verified, organized, and integrated into one 

alphabetical sequence. Thereafter the total information was transferred 

onto the data sheets, developed by me and termed as the 

"Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder", each BBDR constituting four pages of 8 1/2 x 

11" size, and having provision for recording data relative to as many as 

one hundred categories of information or data elements. The completed 

data sheets numbered " about 15.000, weighed approximately 1000 kgs, and 

were valued at least $50,000. 

The work whi ch the TULIP team accompl i shed ina short peri od of 

eight months would have taken at least 24 months had it been a regular 

operation in an institution. where there is no deadline and the work is 

routine. Our team had acquired a kind of missionary zeal. Truly it is 

said: "Enthusi asm is contagi ous." They wanted to make thi s project a 

success. It was not merely a job for them; it was a challenge and they 

met it quite well. 

Leading South Asia speciali sts around the country, who saw the 

lYlie Report, and my fellow faculty members on the UMC campus who also 

saw the Master ~ found the quality and quantity of the work done very 

i mpressi ve (~ 112-128), The Project TULIP recei ved generous 

financial assistance and support from the Smithsonian Institution, 

American Institute of Indian Studies, Association for Asian Studies. and 

the Research Council of the University of Missouri - Columbia. By the 
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end of 1985 the project had already acquired the value of approximately 

$250,000. 

One of the most useful features of TUL IP is that, unl ike the 

tradi ti onal uni on catalogs, it does not locate a ti tIe ina speci fi c 

library but in some major union catalogs which report the title in 

reference. Therefore, it is an index to the world union catalogs--a 

union catalog of union catalogs. Now a reader interested in a specific 

title need not wade through, say, two scores and ten union catalogs to 

locate where in the world the desired title is available, but he Cof 

course, she too) can consult only thi s one TULIP and locate whi ch 

specific union catalog reports the title sought. 

"aster Un;on catalog 

Originally I had no idea of making TULIP a "Master Union Catalog of 

Union Catalogs." I could not even dream of such an extensive coverage. 

However, as the data from various sources were collected, the specific 

source was noted down. The purpose was only to cite the authority, 

maintain a link, and establish some kind of an authenticity. This 

"Citation" was necessary also because the work was done by fresh High 

School graduates and we had to prov i de some means to go back to the 

original in case of doubt. The incidental result, however, was the 

creation of a "Master Union Catalog of Union Catalogs!" 

Thi s has yi eided a great benefi t. Years after thi s method was 

initiated, TULIP stood vindicated. In 1979, I was talking to the Head 

of the Periodical Division at the National Library, Calcutta. He was 

going through one of the volumes of TULIP Master liAl. He saw an entry. 

All of a sudden he thought he had found an error! A parti cular name 

seemed to be wrong to him! He raised a doubt. I responded: "Let us 

see what is our source." Surely enough it was PiI, which is unreliable 

in many cases. We pulled the volume out. We saw it. The source itself 

was wrong! TULIP stood vi ndi cated. If we had not provi ded for thi s 

kind of "going back", we would have no means to verify. In original 

cataloging, the publication itself is in our hand. The same is not true 

when we collect and compi Ie the data from forty and odd publ i shed 

sources. For just one particular title, sometimes, we used as many as 
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twelve different sources. For example, Madras law journal. And for the 

United Asia we consulted approximately twenty different sources! 

The data reported in TULIP pertai n not only to the "past" of a 

periodical publication, but also its "present", the very recent one. 

Thus, it is a combination of a union catalog and a directory of 

periodicals. 

TULIP is the most comprehensive, systematic, authentic, and 

authoritative list of Indian periodical publications ever compiled and 

brought out ina book form, wherei n each publ i cat ion is planned to 

receive the most exhaustive bibliographic description and definitive 

cataloging treatment. That has been our philosophy and goal. 

Relative Authenticity 

The strength of a chain is determined by its weakest link. And so 

is the strength of a union catalog of periodical publications determined 

by its weakest constituent element. TULIP can be correct only to the 

extent the individual catalogues or the records of libraries 

incorporated in it (TULIP) are correct. 

Our Theory of Union cataloging 

I am convinced that my theory of the union catalogue is sound, that 

is, the union catalogue is a catalogue 2f catalogues. It is not merely 

a combined finding list. It must give complete biographical and 

bibliographical data of a periodical publication before the holdings of 

libraries are listed. I met a specialist in INSDOC. He has been 

working on the union catalogues for the last twenty years. When I 

explained to him my approach toward the union catalogue, he approved it 

and said: "You are combining the features of a directory with those of a 

union catalogue." And that is exactly what I have been doing. My union 

catalogue is not merely a list; it gives all the information regarding 

the present as well as the past of a given title before it presents the 

details of the holdings • 

• p~ Indo-American Library cooperation 
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It is hoped that TULIP can be kept up-to-date and current if some 

funds are made available to a national library in India informally and 

conti nuously. Here is an area for close cooperati on between Indi a and 

America in the field of bibliographical control. 

America's Contribution 

An American librarian may derive happiness and satisfaction in the 

feel i ng that the most exhaust i ve, current, and helpful list of Indi an 

periodical publications, issued in India today, is prepared and 

published by an American organization, viz., the Library of Congress 

Office in New Delhi. 

Retrospective Work 

The LC Office in New Delhi can do very little as far as the work on 

retrospective basis is concerned. Yet, this too could be done and quite 

successfully too through cooperation with Indian librarians if we want 

to enrich our American libraries with the past embodiments of knowledge 

of India and try to fill in the gaps in our library holdings. We must 

cooperate. The Accessions liA1 began only in 1962. Any prior 

publication cannot be covered by it. For the earlier publications, for 

their acquisition, or even their knowledge, we have to make special 

efforts as shown in the Saga. The case of the "Arya" discussed earlier 

provides enough justification for continuing the work I have brought to 

this advanced stage. 

Value of Field Work 

Our field work in India for a year was the core and kernel of the 

total operat ion. As already stated above, the composi ti on of a un ion 

list of serials involves two major operations--the collection of the 

data and their organization. 

What we had not achieved in the preceding ten years, we were able to 

achieve in just ten months. But then once again we had to face the dark 

night, high winds, and destructive storm, and every other conceivable 

obstacle. Yet we did not give up. 

- 242 -



IN RETROSPECT 

TULIP Truly UNIVERSAL 

Once upon a time my ULTIMATE objective was just to prepare a basic 

list of Indian periodical publications as g means to compile an American 

Un ion List. Lack of the necessary fi nanci al support from Ameri can 

foundations and agencies obliged me to broaden the scope. We had to go 

our own way. We had to wade through water our'selves and cross the 

river. We could not get any boat. We decided to prepare a model or an 

ideal prototype for a universal list of India's periodical publications 

preserved and being served in major libraries of the world. This was a 

forward step. It will lead us toward the great goal of the recovery and 

dissemination of India's cultural heritage as embodied in her periodical 

publications deposited everywhere on this globe! Now the entire 

uni verse is our home and the fi eld of work! TULIP is now truly 

UNIVERSAL. 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

The work accompl i shed so far leads us to some consequenti al 

questions--where do we go from here? What should be our next step to 

achieve in full the objective of collecting exhaustive data from all the 

major libraries in India, to supplement and enrich what we have already 

collected, and to solve the problems that are sti 11 baffl i ng us? Of 

course, this development presupposes adequate finance, sufficient 

personnel, and conducive environment--both physical and intellectual. 

I have been giving serious thought to the above questions for some 

time past and have come to the following conclusion. I had stated in my 

earlier report that the most authentic, systematic, comprehensive, and 

current list of Indian publications, both monographs and serials, is the 

Accessions list prepared and published by the Library of Congress Office 

in New Delhi. However, it cannot cover all that India publishes. And 

India publishes quite a lot. Also, there is a time lag between the 

publishing of the first issue of a journal and its listing in the 

Accessions list. The LC Office has to acquire a publication before it 

can be accessioned. And above all, it is merely a "L i st" and not a 

"Catalog!" 
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The National Library, Calcutta, on the other hand, gets most of the 

Indian publications under the "Delivery of Books Act!" In India there 

are one or two other libraries too which receive extensive collections 

of Indian periodical publications, but these libraries are less 

equi pped. Of course, it is left to the publ i sher whether he sends hi s 

publication to the National Library or not. Generally speaking, he does 

not see any tangible reward, because it is not regularly (or invariably) 

listed anywhere by the National library or any other organization. 

Nevertheless, the National Library does get such publications, though 

their intake, let it be reiterated, is not truly exhaustive or 

comprehensive. 

Value of Data Collect;on 

The SAGA presents a vivid picture of the problems encountered in 

preparing a union list of periodical pUblications. It demonstrates that 

a good deal of time, money, and energy is needed just to collact the 

data. However, this happens to be the basic and fundamental work. Such 

data can very well become the strong and permanent foundations on which 

the future edifice of any Union List can be erected. These can serve as 

tha warp and woof of any fabric of the union list which could be woven 

at any future date. Once these data are collected and organized, they 

are bound to rema in there forever to serve the future generat ions of 

scholars and librarians, provided they are finally organized in a 

systematic manner. They will be useful as long as tha periodical 

publications themsalves will have any research value and will ba needed 

for consultation. l 

TULIP APprec;ated 

A product of hard labor and unyielding parseverance cannot remain 

unnoticed. I returnad to Columbia at the end of July 1979. My 

colleagues on the faculty of the University of Missouri and in its 

University Library System saw our work. Thay appreciated it. 

1 This justifies tha title of the present book: TEST: The Eternal Saga 

of TULIP (The Universal List of Indian Periodicals). 
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Following their suggestions I decided to reproduce the "Master 

List." I also got some financial help from the Association for Asian 

Studies and the Research Council of my University. But as we worked on 

the sub-project, we found that the revision and reorganization of the 

data involved very heavy and prolonged work and so we gave up the idea. 

It has taken us full si x years to bri ng these data to a presentable 

stage. And what we have organi zed is only a fracti on of the total 

collecti on. In fi gures, the Master List contai ned more than 10,000 

titles. And it did not contain all that we had collected! What is 

being presented in two bouquets of TULIP constitutes only 3000 titles! 

Around W;th a Begg;ng Bowl 

I applied to many American national granting agencies· for 

5ubstantial grnats to continue and complete the work. The response was 

terribly discouraging. There was no hope of making an "American" union 

list. So I deci ded to broaden the scope and make TULIP a truly 

universal bibliographical tool--at least to keep that as the ultimate 

goal and do as much as I could do. Truly speaking, when I began this 

project I could not even dream that it would turn into such an enormous 

undertak i ng. The more I dug deep into it the more I found that the 

bottom was too deep ever to reach at least by a person wi th 1 i mi ted 

means. 

Why TULIP d;d not Rece;ve Any "alar Grant' 

One of the main reasons why TULIP did not receive any major grant 

from an American national agency or foundation is the unwillingness of 

the reviewers to allow any innovation! There was no need for any 

experimentati on, so we were told. They just wanted me to follow the 

oft-beaten track. They had no use for elaborate catalogi ng. They had 

no regard for the BBDR. They thought very little of the potentialities 

of the TULIP CODE. They di d not want me to test the effi cacy and 

efficiency of the instruments I had designed. In their opinion, 

research through libraries was essential; but research in library 

methods was strlictly prohibited! A friend of mine had warned me that I 

would not get a grant n .sm beyond! Leaders of the profession were 
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fully satisfied with what was already achieved and accomplished. But in 

my overri di ng enthusi asm I di d not percei ve the wi sdom hi dden in hi s 

sagacious advice! 

Some reviewers wanted me to dump all my valuable data into the ocean 

of an existing database. They did not realize that hundreds of 

thousands of work hours had already been devoted by us and our 

predecessors to the process of collecting and organizing these data over 

a long period of time. We too had already invested a great deal of 

other grant funds as well as our own life-savings into the project. 

When an i nsti tuti on recei ves a grant from an agency to work on a 

project--from the stage of initiation to the termination--the 

Institution can afford to incorporate all the finished data in a running 

database because it would be an outcome of the grant money. But in the 

case of TULIP, the situation was different. We requested the grant to 

complete the project, not to initiate it. Dur objective was to make the 

fruits of our labor available to the users allover the world in a book 

form (just as we have brought it now) and not just to a limited circle 

of the users in this country who had opted for that specific database. 

let us take the case of DClC . Dn its behalf, Ms. Mercante had 

already brought out its limitations with regard to creating our own 

serials union-list as part of their total operation. Even if our 

detai led data were dumped into the ocean of DClC, they would not be 

accessi ble even to the users of DCle' s un i on catalog even if it was 

perfected. For, a user of Dele union catalog would get only 1b.!l 

specific record which forms an integral part of its union catalog. 

In other words, we may have our own elaborate bi o-bi bl i ographi cal 

record for a title incorporated into the Dele system, but its mechanism 

for uni on-l i sti ng would not automati cally connect our holdi ngs to our 

own record. Instead, DCle wi 11 connect to its own record howsoever 

truncated and sketchy it might be! This linking of our own record with 

our own holdi ngs wi 11 have to be done outsi de the DelC system. Thi s 

would be a seri ous drawback if we chose Dele to be the medi um for our 

own union-list making. And what about other databases such as RlIN or 

WlN? Why after all Dele? Why not RlIN? Why either? Why not WlN? Why 

not XYZ? 
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I decided that instead of preparing a series of project proposals 

and then getting them rejected, I could utilize my limited time, money, 

and energy to complete my writings on the subject and get them 

published . The concrete results of this shifting of the field of 

activity are now manifest in the form of TEST and TULSI as well as the 

first two bouquests of TULIP Blossoms. 

The TUL IP bouquets feature the followi ng great sadukt i (word of 

wisdom) on the frontispiece: 

VIDVAN EVA VIJANATI VIDVAJJANA-PARISRAMAM. 

NA HI VANDHYA VIJANATI GURVIM PRASAVAVEDANAM. 

THE LEARNED ALONE KNOW THE LABORS OF THE LEARNED CLASS. 

LABOR'S PAINS UNBEARABLE SUBJECT NOT THE UNBEARING LASS. 

This epitomizes very well the sufferings of the union list compilers. 

If one were to ask me today whether he (of course she too) may undertake 

the task of compiling a union list, my immediate response would be: 

Better go and cl i mb the Mount Everest wi thout any gear, equ i pment, or 

food whatsoever, but do not even think of compiling a union list without 

fi rst securi ng adequate fi nance, suffi ci ent personnel, and conduci ve 

environment--both physical as well as intellectual! One may grow a tree 

without the seed, earth and water, but not a union list without the 

three essential prerequisites just enumerated! Many a time during our 

arduous journey, we thought of abandoning the attempt altogether, but 

avery time we thought so another great Indi an sage appeared before us 

and admonished: 

ANARAMBHO MANUSYANAM PRATHAMAM BUDDHILAKSANAM. 

ARABHDHASYANTAGAMANAM DVITIYAM BUDDHILAKSANAM. 

THE FIRST SIGN OF WISDOM IS NOT TO BEGIN AT ALL. 

BUT THE NEXT IS TO FINISH WHAT'S ONCE BEGUN. 
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So we had no choice but to continue our pilgrimage and here we are 

with some concrete pebbles from the River of Serials. 

Here are some points in summary that we have made tin our 

"Introduction" to TULIP Bouquets. 

The bio-bibliographical and cataloging data relative to India's 

periodical publications that are being offered as the first bouquet form 

part of a vast reservoir built over a long period of fifteen years, 

i ncludi ng one year's i ntensi ve labor devoted exclusi vely to extensi ve 

field work in India, supplemented by some substantial editorial and 

organizational work performed during the past six years. 

Eclect;c TULIP 

TULIP contains some of the best features of great reference 

resources. It blazes a new trail; it shows a new path. It is designed 

to be retrospective as well as current. Its entri es feature maxi mum 

possible bio-bibliographical details. It is a union list as well as a 

directory of periodicals. One of the most useful features of TULIP is 

that, unlike the traditional union catalogs, it does not locate a title 

in a specific library, but in some major union catalogs which report the 

title in reference. Therefore, it is an index to the world union 

catalogs--a master uni on catalog of uni on catalogs for Indi an 

periodical publications. 

Exhaust;veness of Data 

Our TULIP entries are designed to contain full bio-bibliographical 

details--not only those which are easily available but also those which 

are very difficult to obtain. Whether we have succeeded in our goal is 

left to the users to decide. If some entries are still inadequate or 

incomplete, it is a measure of the lack of the material resources that 

we acqui re; and not of our unwi 11 i ngness to do a complete job in each d/I 
and every case. We wanted to show what can be achi eved and we have 

shown it . 

. pA TULIP, Truly Un;versal 
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From the point of view of India, including what is now Pakistan 

and Bangladesh, TULIP is an attempt toward a census and survey of 

her publications--the embodiments of her cultural heritage--and its 

resultant recovery and dissemination allover the world. In fact, our 

objective shall ever remain the preparation and publication of an 

exhaustive report of what was ever published in India and where it is 

available now! 

And from the point of view of America, the publications that were 

planned to be ultimately featured in TULIP are either already in 

American libraries, or are worthy of being acquired by at least some of 

them. Those which are already here have become integral parts of the 

American library heritage. However, most of thesQ titles are still 

uncataloged, or even if cataloged, their cataloging is, in many 

instances, inadequate and unsatisfactory .•• allph.jPll!!eL We havQ tried to 

be as detailed as possible just to show the way, a new way, of course. 

Values of TULIP 

The Project TULIP has been called a "Million Dollar Project." If 

and when finally completed, it will facilitate any systematic future 

planning, and also strengthen the existing library resources. 

Therefore, we must publish all the volumes as early as possible. The 

case of the ARYA (journal) presented on pages 46-49 and 59-62 of this 

work demonstrates how TULIP could prove benefi ci al to the Ameri can 

libraries. TULIP is a global undertaking. Its bountiful results will 

extend far beyond the boundaries of North America and permeate all the 

countries of the world wherever these periodical publications are 

acquired, preserved, and served. 

categor;es of Informat;on 

The categories of information or data elements that may 

the reci pi ents of the data into TULIP PP records are shown 

Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorders appearing in the "Introduction" 

serve as 

in the 

to TULIP 

Bouquets and also in TULSI. They have been isolated and evolved over a 

long peri od of time and represent the outcome of consi derable working 
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and testing. They have been constantly added to. revised. and enriched. 

Naturally. the "tags" for them too have undergone the same treatment. 

computer-Readab;l;ty 

We have secured computer-readability of the TULIP data so that the 

"1 i st" could be mechani cally composed, if and when feasi ble, by an 

automated photo-typesetter. The transcribed medium may serve as a means 

for the development of a national, comprehensive data base of 

periodical publications available in American libraries. a data base 

that can be mechanically manipulated to obtain the desired sorts and 

access points. including their ultimate incorporation into a 

nati onal network, such as OelC or RlIN. However, at present TULIP is 

being published as a computer output and duplicated by offset proces~. 

All the data are available on-line, if desired to be accessed. 
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The Work yet to be Done 

section II: THE PROSPECT 

The Unfinished Business 

The River of Serials continues to grow as it flows. We are 

reminded of Alfred lord Tennyson: 

For Men may come and men may go 

~---But I go on for ever. 

It is not sufficient to compile and publish a union list only once 

and then let it go out of date and obsolete. It is absolutely essential 

to keep it up-to-date and incorporate all the additions of new titles 

and changes in the titles already reported as well as new holdings of 

the cooperating libraries. 

Although we have been working on TULIP since 1969, yet we have 

covered only a fraction of the total serials output of India. However, 

we are satisfied with whatever we have achieved so far with our 

extremely limited material resources. At least we have shown the way, a 

new way of preparing unified catalogs. Of course, we could have 

achi eved much more had we secured more resources. But that is a 

different story. 

a comprom i se. 

We don't get all what we want in this world. life is 

We must be sat i sfi ed wi th whatever we have gotten. 

However, much work still remains to be done. It is estimated that if we 

want to cover the total universal output of India's serials, we will 

have to secure about a million dollars. It is a fact that the fi eld 

work can be better done in India. And for that the Government of India 

must provide the necessary resources. 

Collecting Data 

Why to Consult Sources Abroad 

The ideal way is to visit the libraries personally here and abroad 

for directly collecting the data, but in the absence of the necessary 

fi nanci al resources, a survey of great i nternati onal 11 brary catalogs 

and bibliographic resources ~ the second best method available to us. 

We have achieved this objective to some extent. Yet, there are 

many more sources that can be systematically searched to derive 

additional data. 
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India's Literary Treasures 

It is i roni cal that duri ng the past three centuri es or so, whi Ie 

India was asleep due to her cultural exhaustion, the Western countries 

were marchi ng ahead steadi ly and speedi ly. Consequently, the largest 

unitary collections of Indian publications got developed outside India. 

For example, when Ranganathan visited the lC in 1950 he found its 

collection on India the largest and the richest he had ever seen in one 

locati on anywhere in the world! And whi Ie I was worki ng there, I was 

told that there were 400,000 books on India alone! Thus a union list of 

Indian periodical publications will have to draw its data heavily from 

the organized records of major libraries of the world. 

We can do quite a good deal of work here in the U.S.A. There are 

five major sources that have yet to be thoroughly explored, viz . Ul5, 

NST, HUC, BUCOP and OClC. It will be necessary to compare our database 

with these in order to secure additional information and to resolve the 

confl i cts, if any, wi th what has already been collected. Thi s wi 11 

further enrich our data on the titles already covered. 

The next maj or task wi 11 be to scan thoroughly the above sources 

and to see which titles reported in them are not yet covered by us. 1 The 

immensity of the volume of this work can be realized to some extent if 

we consider that the five volumes of the UlS (3rd ed.) alone contain 

226,987 entries (main and added) spread over 4,649 pages containing 

three columns each. 

Accessions ~ India--Quinguennial serials cumulation, 1976 has 

two volumes. Vol. 1 Commercial, reports a total of 4786 entries, while 

vol. 2, Government and Quasi-government, reports 5813, thus making a 

grand total of 10,599 entries. 

The 1977-78 supplement to the above has 1799 entri es; vol. 1 

containing 989, and vol. 2, 810. 

Thus the combined total of all the Al enumerated above comes to 

11,398. Add 1979 and the total becomes 13,125. 

1 I won't be the first one to do it. Nunn has already done this for 

Southeast Asian union catalog! 
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It will be useful to check TULIP against AL and see how many titles c: 
listed in the latter do not appear in the former. Our estimate is that 

a majority of the titles appearing in AL do not appear in TULIP. The 

reason is obvious. AL attempts to be comprehensi ve in terms of the 

current 1 i terary output of Indi a. TULIP wants to be comprehensi ve 

retrospectively as well. It has not yet covered extensively the 

official publications and many such publications which are on the 

borderline as far as their direct research value is concerned. 

It is estimated that the total number of titles in a truly 

comprehensive list of Indian periodical publications will be more than 

seventy five thousand. Let it be stressed that we are referring to the 

"titles" only and not to the entries, as the cross references will 

naturally increase the total number of entries. 

NST (1950-70) is in four volumes and reports a total of 388,000 

entries covering 6,713 pages. NST for 1971-75 contains 2,462 pages. 

Thus these two sets alone report entries extending to 9,175 pages. 

NUC Pre-1956 set consists of 7Stvolumes. Cross reference entries 

have no serial numbers! 

"India" begins on p. 606 and ends on p. 698 of volume 265 comprising 

2511 entries in total. Volume 266 continues "India" and also contains 

"Indian" (Note some "Indian" may be American native Indians, i.e. 

Indians of Norj:'h America>. Titles beginning with "Indian" end on p. 

385. Thus the tot~l number of entries come to 10395 + 2511, making a 

grand total of 12,906 entries. 

Of course all are not serials. I have marked them. One has to go 

through them and compare our TULIP database. We can add addi ti onal 

information as well as holdings to the existing titles. 

titles and their data can be added to our database. 

Also the new 

And the basi c four volumes and the supplement to 1960 of BUCOP 

comprise 3,756 pages and report over 140,000 titles. Thus the total 

number of multi-columned pages to be consulted (of all the three 

sources) adds upto 17,580. It is to be emphasi zed that the above 

figures do not take into account what is contained in NST beyond 1975 

and in BUCOP beyond 1960. ~ mong such s.e diS may be ment i oned The 

~ub;ect Catalog (of Books) of ihs Library ~ Congress, 1950- • ALC76 
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too has a separate secti on 1 i sti ng all the serials under LC subject 

headings. But since we would like to avoid duplication and the inherent 

wastage, we would prefer first to organize and arrange what is already 

collected by us. Then alone we can scan the sources not yet fully 

utilized and derive data on the missing titles or additional data for 

the titles already listed in our TULIP. 

The total work of scanning, comparing, noting down additional 

information, and resolving the conflicts may easily take 50,000 work 

hours! Also it may be helpful to note down the holdings of each and 

every title that appears either in the ULS or NST. With regard to the 

titles appearing in BUCOP, we will note only the fact that it is covered 

in BUeOp. 

This work is absolutely essential if we want to make TULIP 

self-sufficient instrument of reference. It will be a cumulative record 

of all that is reported in any of the more than two scores and ten 

reference sources used by us. All libraries, even the richest ones, 

cannot buy all of them. They may not have enough funds for this type of 

collective acquisition. Even if they have the funds, the South Asia 

specialists would not want to waste their valuable time and energy in 

wading through numerous individual sources. 

One reviewer of a major granting agency condemned our proposal on 

the ground that TULIP would not be the ultimate source, but only a 

medium, that is, the inquirer will still have to go to other sources! 

This "learned critic" did not realize that the funds needed for the 

basic work ~ regarded excessive by some critics and the proposal was 

condemned on that ground! Yes, the i nqui rer wi 11 have to go to other 

sources, no doubt, but only to those which are sure to contain what he 

wants. I don't know if this critic had ever realized the nature, 

function, and value (and also the limitations> of an "index." 

In brief, the work of scanning through the great national and 

international sources such as ULS, HUe, NST and BUCOP, as outlined 

above, will enable us not only to enrich the data already collected but 

also to add additional titles to our database. It is noteworthy that 

althOugh Winchell calls UlS as "the most important and comprehensive 

union list, indispensable in any American library which does much 
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reference work wi th peri odi cals," yet as many as forty percent of the 

ti tIes reported in BUCOP do not appear in UlS! Yet, alas, now it is 

outdated, obsolete, and a closed book. 

It is difficult to estimate the exact number of titles that will 

emerge as a result of this scanning and exploration, but we believe the 

final total will easily reach the figure of 75,000 titles after the work 

of scanni ng of all the nati onal and i nternati onal sources is fully 

completed and comprehensi ve data from all collected and recordi ng is 

completed. 

TULIP as it stands now is The UNIVERSAL lIST OF All INDIAN 

PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS deposited in major libraries of the world which 

'" is limited, at present, to three countries--India, U.K., and the U.S.A. 

We have covered all the SUbjects, and all types of publications. We may 

ourselves not be able to reach the final goal, yet we have shown what 

should be the goal of those who may follow us, if at all our steps are 

worth bei ng followed! By no means we can claim any exhaustiveness in 

any sphere. Far from it. We are just sampling. 

A Companion publication 

A companion publication EllllS!} is being released along with the 

two bouquets of TULIP. Infact the release of the bouquets was 

consi derably delayed because the full beauty of the TULIP cannot be 

visualized and appreciated unless the other two publications are kept to 

the left and right! The publication is entitled: TUlSI: The Union lists 

2f Serials: History: literature: Philosophy. It discusses, probably for 

the first time, preparation and publication of union lists allover the 

worldA i.:n 5 v d ~.so 1\ cJ c- .f. .~ ( ,-" " 

Why Publish TULIP? 

We cannot claim by any means that TULIP as published now is perfect 

and complete . Far, far from it. The questi on than naturally ari ses: 

Why did we publish it at all? There are many raasons. The fi rst is: 

Something is better than nothing! We just wanted to demonstrate in 

concrete form what can be achieved if an adaquate cluster of rasources 

is mustered. The other reasons are: 

- 255 -



THE ETERNAL SAGA OF TULIP 

We wanted to create a favorable atmosphere conducive to the growth 

and development of TULIP. We approached many granting American agencies 

during the past six years for substantial funding, but the outcome was 

negative. Maybe, the times change. Some new Indo-US cooperating agency 

emerges and gives us the needed money to enable us to show in full the 

volume, value, and beauty of TULIP. We al so wanted to draw the 

attention of the Government of India and her granting agencies, such as 

the University Grants Commission and the Ministry of Education. After 
'w ("~+·n ~. 

all, as we have pointed out in our TEST elia ~LSI, we are working 

towards the preparati on and publ i cati on of a comprehensi ve uni versal 

list of India's periodica~ publications, the embodiments of her cultural 

heri tage, preserved and bei ng served in major Ii brari es of the world. 

TULIP may lead toward the recovery and dissemination of these glories of 

Indi a allover the world! We believe any Indian agency interested in 

the promotion of Indian culture would find TULIP a worthy object of 

support and promotion! 

And finally we wanted to explore the possibilities of getting the 

support also from the users and consumers, who are our ultimate 

resort--the final refuge. They are the final judges of the internal and 

external values of TULIP. All our talk about the beauties and 

usefulness of TULIP are meani ngless if thi s class of patrons is not 

satisfied. 

So, these are some of the reasons for us to go out and stand the 

test. We are reminded of a great sadukti (good saying) of one of the 

greatest poets of the world, Kalidasa: 

Tam santah srotum arhant; sadasadvyakt;hetavah. 

Hemnah samlaksyate hyagnau v;suddh;h syam;kap; va. 

The noble critics may now hear and judge my composition, 

because they are blessed wit~ the power to discern what is 

worthy and what is not. The purity or blemish of the gold 

distinctly comes out in fire. 
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We are now ready to stand the fire--get tested and evaluated. That 

is the only way to provide any justification for prosperity--nay, even 

survival. 

Since the TEST and TULSI are being simultaneously released to serve 

as the bases for the two TULIP bouquets, we do not think appropriate to 

lengthen this writing. 

May the readers and users be blessed with eternal bliss! 

Columbia, MO 

June 30, 1986 
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