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ITIHASAH PANCAMO VEDAH 

History is the Fifth Veda. 

ITIHASAPURANABHYAM 

VEDAM SAMUPABRMHAYET. 
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of the past with that of the future 

overriding the turbulent river of the 

present. 
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A Word of Grat;tude 

The author is profoundly thankful to the Merciful God Almighty. the 

omnipotent. omnipresent. omniscient Power that pervades the total 

universe and makes it move. Not a leaf can stir without His will. 

Whatever He wi lIs is done or not done. If we are able to achi eve 

something. it is because of His all-powerful Will. He is the Doer; we 

are only His instru~ents. 

There is a custom and tradition to thank all those who might have 

helped an author one way or the other. When I look back upon the past 

two decades I have been working upon the subject. the number of noble 

personalities who have helped me appears to be overwhelming. If I start 

listing the names. the list itself will be very long. And if one name 

is missed. it will be a great injustice to that person. So I decided to 

thank only one God Almighty. Since He permeates all beings. a 

veneration to Him means veneration to all. 

I would 1 i ke to say. however. a word or two wi th regard to one 

person. since an exception merely proves the rule. According to Indian 

scriptures and tradition the female energy is the driving force behind 

all the activities of man! So ... let the rest remain unsaid. I donot 

know what to say! 

A good deal of credi t for the edi tori al accompl i shments and the 

total credit for computerization and processing goes to Sarla Devi. The 

oriental tradition makes the wife man's "half-body." The western 

tradlition goes one step further. It makes the "half-body" the "better 

hal f"! So the man is left wi th the lesser half!! How can one thank 

one's own self? It is better not even to try! 

If there is anything good in this work. the credit. in general. goes 

to my teachers . both di rect and i ndi rect. whose knowledge has been my 

base. Of course. there are defects. and they are many. since to err is 

human. The writer takes full responsibility for them . All constructive 

criticism is welcome. Attempts will be made to improve if it is known 

what is wrong and how it can be corrected. 
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THE UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

History: Literature: Philosophy 

INTRODUCTION 

Researchers using the products of scholarly professional librarians, 

such as union lists of serials, think of these materials as impersonally 

and serenely objective, quite divorced from the personal traits of their 

creators. Yet the present study of modern union lists of serials shows 

that behi nd the creat i on of these invaluable reference works lie the 

aspi rations, dreams, phi losophies, and lifelong efforts of the 

librarians who created them. Dr. Murari Nagar begins by tracing the 

work of pioneers like H. W. Wilson in the United States and Theodore 

Besterman in Britain; but even before he turns to his major topic--the 

efforts to conceive, define, and produce a union list of periodicals 

published in India--it becomes clear that he is deeply engaged with his 

subject. He is not just a scholar viewing the subject from outside. but 

rather a scholar who has personally shared the hopes, dreams, and 

struggles of which he writes. 

His book is a contribution to the history of these efforts. It is 

also, however, a professional critique of earlier efforts in the field. 

It is an intensely personal document, viewing the enterprise in the 

context of his own experiences as a professional librarian involved in 

such efforts from 1960 or earlier, first in India and then in the United 

states (and India). There is a good bit of the autobiographical in 

these pages. Yet there is much more: a description of the theories and 

plans of the pioneers like S. R. Ranganathan and A. K. Mukherjee; a 

thoughtful (and constructive) criticism of the ideas and products of the 

early figures; and a description of his own efforts to define the goals 

and methods of a union list for India (or any union list) and to lay the 

foundations for success. His earlier publications have already set 

forth these ideas and have described the means by which he proposes to 

advance toward his goal. But here the proposals appear in more 

personal, more human terms. Like the early leaders in the creation of 

American and British union lists, Dr. Nagar displays a soaring 
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imagination joined closely with great devotion to his task and with an 

unyielding determination to press on, even in face of the huge scale of 

the task and the scarcity of resources for achieving it. 

This book presents no mere platonic idea of a union list for Indian 

periodicals. Rather, it sets ambitious goals while also demonstrating 

that even in face of the shortage of financial and human resources, 

significant progress has been made and can be continued. Particularly 

striking are his plea for a permanent and continuing center for a union 

catalog in each country and his appreciation of how modern computer 

technology, if properly applied, brings such a goal within reach. His 

other publications have dealt at greater length with the methods, but 

here the reader will view the enthusiasm, energy, and doggedness that 

have kept him hard at work both when external support has been available 

and when it has been lacking. 

- xiv -
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A PREVIEW 

While it is not unusual fo~ a schola~ to become intensely committed 

to and involved with one's life wo~k, it is unusual to find such 

dedication p~esent with ~espect to a p~oject which is of such 

ext~ao~dina~y p~opo~tions and complexity that it may neve~ be finished. 

Yet it is p~ecisely the latte~ situation which cha~acte~izes the work of 

D~. Murari L. Naga~. For some 28 yea~s, D~. Naga~ has devoted himself 

to not only the study, analysis, and development of union lists of 

se~ials, but mo~e importantly, to the creation of a model o~ schemata 

fo~ reco~ding bibliog~aphic information relative to serials. This work 

describes in considerable detail the results of the autho~'s efforts. 

It is, however, far more than an account of the history and underlying 

~ationale of va~ious union lists; it is a highly pe~sonal account of a 

schola~'s effo~ts to imp~ove an impo~tant appa~atus of schola~ship. In 

many places, the wo~k is mo~e autobiog~aphical than it is histo~ical. 

To fully app~eciate the significance of this work, one must 

unde~stand both the nature of bibliog~aphical resea~ch and its ~elevance 

to othe~ forms of schola~ship. While most schola~s wo~k in some deg~ee 

of isolation, those who a~e devoted to bibliog~aphical ~esea~ch 

typically labor without peer suppo~t. Their wo~k simply does not lend 

itself to team ~esearch. In addition, progress is often difficult to 

measu~e: one does not normally p~oduce chapte~s of a bibliog~aphy for 

pee~ review and feedback. 

But pe~haps the most difficult emotion the bibliographer must deal 

with is the one that a~ises out of the knowledge that the best 

bibliog~aphy is the one that is most useful to other schola~s. In other 

wo~ds, bibliographies occupy an ancilla~y position in the world of 

schola~ship: they a~e not ends in themselves but a~e means to other 

ends. Obviously, some bibliographies fulfill this function more 

effectively than othe~s. In the hiera~chy of bibliog~aphic ~esearch, 

few p~oducts a~e as inst~umental in facilitating ~esea~ch as union lists 

of serials. Howeve~, few wo~ks are as difficult to create, as Dr. Nagar 

so clearly demonstrates. 
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To be useful, that is, to facilitate research, a union list of 

serials must first and foremost be accurate. To the extent that 

accuracy is lackin~, scholarship will be hindered and researchers 

frustrated. Titles of publications must be precisely identified, the 

holdings of libraries accurately listed, and cross references from 

variant forms of the title and issuing agency (or agencies) checked and 

rechecked. Those who would attempt to develop such reference tools must 

not only possess a paSSion for accuracy and details, but a kind of sixth 

sense or feel for serial literature. 

The Union Lists of Serials: History, Literature, Philosophy begins 

with a description of what a union list is, the history of attempts to 

develop union lists of serials, and an analysis of their functions. 

Special attention is given to union lists produced in the U.S. and the 

United Kingdom, as some of these lists were used as models by librarians 

and bibliographers in India. 

The author then presents in faSCinating detail an account of efforts 

to produce a union list of American serials owned by Indian libraries. 

First-hand accounts of discussions concerning this project held by 

notables such as A. K. Mukherjee and S. R. Ranganathan are vividly 

presented and documented with quotations. AS background to this effort, 

the literature pertaining to union lists of serials is reviewed and key 

issues identified and discussed. 

Finally, Dr. Nagar concludes his book by describing the outcomes or 

products of more than 25 years of work on the project, outlines what 

additional steps should be taken, and discusses the financial 

implications of developing an effective union list of serials. 

In summary, this book is an extraordinary account of one scholar's 

commi tment to an idea, and the development of a major reference tool 

designed to facilitate the research of countless other scholars. 
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PREFACE 

Critical Studies in the Preparation and Publication of 

Union Lists of Periodical Publications allover the world and 

an Attempt to Evolve a Theory of Union Cataloging with Special 

Reference to Indi a and Other Newly Emergi ng Nati ons of the 

World. 

My awareness of the perplexi ng problems inherent in prepari ng and 

publishing a union list of serials goes back to early fifties when I was 

working at the University of Delhi as a Lecturer in Library Science and 

Head of the Department of Technical Services. Dr. S. R. Ranganathan and 

his associates were engaged in compiling a "Union Catalogue of Learned 

Scientific Periodical Publications in South Asia." I had neither time 

nor opportunity to get directly involved into the Project. However, I 

used to view the compilers struggling with the problems. Subsequently, 

I studied for my Doctorate in Library Science at Columbia University, 

New York. A knowledge of the union lists was part of my curriculum, but 

it was superficial. 

My real involvement wi th the problem began in 1958 when I was 

serving the Indian libraries and librarianship through the India Wheat 

Loan Educational Exchange Program of the Foreign Service of the United 

states of Ameri ca, under whi ch 1. 5 mi 11 i on dollars worth of Ameri can 

books and periodicals were donated to approximately 100 Indian 

institutions of higher learning. Miss Beatrice H. Holt, the Cultural 

Affai rs Offi cer of the USIS and Head of the Library Component of the 

Program, had initiated a project of preparing a union list of American 

serials available in Indian libraries. She had hardly begun the work 

when she had to leave India for good. I picked up from where she had 

left. It took more than fi ve years and a great deal of hard 

labor--sheddi ng of blood, sweat, and tears--to complete the project. 

The Union lia1 of Learned American Serials in Indian Libraries (ULLAS) 

was published in 1966, thanks primarily to Shri S. S. Lal, President of 

the Indian Council for Library Development, a corporate body created by 

me for ULLAS and other bibliographical services in India. 
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In 1969 I began my work on a "Union list of Indian Periodicals in 

the Humanities and Social Sciences Available in American Libraries." By 

1985 the project had developed into a very ambi ti ous i nternati onal 

undertaking--a very gigantic operation. It has emerged as the first 

step toward the preparation and publication of a universal list of 

Indian periodical publications collected and preserved in major 

libraries of the world. A minimum of ten years in terms of time and two 

hundred and fifty thousand dollars in terms of money have already been 

invested into this stupendous operation. 1 I have devoted a good deal of 

my own time, money, and energy to the general problem of the union list 

of serials. I have studied the subject deeply and systematically. And 

I have arri ved at certai n conclusi ons on some baffl i ng issues. I 

believe the time has come for me to share my ideas--ideals and 

aspirations--with my colleagues in the profession here and abroad. This 

report is motivated by a desire to present the history and literature on 

the subject and to offer my own vi ews on what has been done and what 

still remains to be done, together with my philosophy and the prospects 

for the future. 

The basic work was composed in early 1960's in India. No attempt 

has been made to remove its originality. It is being published as it 

was. God willing and Time permitting, a supplementary volume may be 

brought out giving a true picture of the latest scene. Until then this 

work will provide a historical perspective. 

It is hoped that this study may help those who wish to prepare a 

union list, especially in the newly-rising nations of the world, where 

computer technology has not yet fully developed; because in highly 

industrialized nations of the west, it has simply revolutionized the 

total spectrum and their needs as well as the means and methods to meet 

them are totally different. 

There can not be any better way to conclude thi s bri ef Preface 

except by quoti ng the sagaci ous words of one of the greatest library 

1 A detailed account of this ambitious 

separately in a work entitled TEST: The 

undertaking is presented 

Eternal Saga of TUL IP or 

Composing s Union List of Serials in the Computer Agg (1986). 
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promoters in the world, Maharaja Sayaj i rao Gaekwad of Baroda. Whi Ie 

performi ng the openi ng ceremony of the Marathi Grantha Sangrahalaya 

(Regional Library) of Bombay in 1912, the Father of the Library Movement 

in India had declared: 

Ali brary is; nsti tuted to preserve the record of the 

deeds and the thoughts of man, for the instruction and 

enl i ghtenment of future generati on, so that those who are 

about to take up their share of the work of the world, their 

own part in the advance of the human race in intelligence, in 

civilisation, in power, may start from the basis of 

achievement gained by the countless generations before them . 

Maybe our experience proves beneficial to those who may follow us! 

Columbia, MO 

June 1986 

- xix -
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C HAP T E R I 

UL: AMERICA LEADS 

UL: What and Why? 

As defined by Winchell, "Union list of periodicals l is a catalog, 

usually in alphabeti cal ti tIe arrangement, of the peri odi cals to be 

found in the libraries of a specific country or region, with indication 

of the libraries which own any given title" (Winchell 1967: 141). The 

list may either be general in scope or special. The former will include 

titles of periodicals in all fields and the latter may be limited to the 

periodicals in some particular subject or class. These can be divided 

into two main types: 1) lists of periodicals currently being received; 

2) 1 i sts of sets, wi th exact descri pti on of holdi ngs of parti cular 

libraries. 

And here is what the same authori ty has to say wi th regard to the 

relative usefulness of the two types (1967: 141): 

The first type is useful within the region covered for the 

location of current issues. Information about the periodical 

is usually very brief, frequently limited to title and place 

of publication. The second type is more useful for reference 

as detai Is are usually given concerning title, changes of 

title, place of publication, date of founding, and of last 

volume if publication has ceased, volume numbers, etc., and an 

exact indication of the portions of each set held by the 

libraries listed. 

The Great Amer;can ULS 

1 Mark the term "periodicals." Winchell is defining the "Union List of 

Serials." And yet she starts with "periodicals." Thus the two words 

are used almost interchangeably. A midwestern American university 

library has a comprehensive "serials catalog" on cards which lists all 

its non-monographic continuous publications. Yet its current issues 

are kept in "Current Periodicals Reading Room." Educational magazines 

are located in the Ed-Psych Library. Its computer print-out lists all 

the journals! 
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How valuable these union lists of serials are can be well realized 

when we consi der that the Counci I on Library Resources Inc., 

(Washington, D.C.> awarded, as early as 1959, a grant of $244, 651.00 

<subsequently increased to $270,000> to the Joint Committee on the Union 

List of Serials just for preparing the third edition of Gregory's Union 

List of Serials in Libraries of the United States and Canada. The press 

release issued by the Council, briefly announcing the grant, describes 

the Project, shows the value of the serials as indispensable tools of 

research, emphasizes their formidable total number, and tells us about 

the growth of the Union List of Serials: 1 

WASHINGTON, June 4 <1959>--A $244,651.00 grant which will 

make possible the third and final edition of the Union List of 

Seri als in L i brari es of the Uni ted States and Canada was 

announced today by Verner W. Clapp, Presi dent of the Counci I 

on Library Resources, Inc. 

The grant was made to the Joint Committee on the Union 

List of Serials, Inc., a non-profit group representing all z 

segments of library work in the United States and Canada, of 

which Dr. Frank B. Rogers, Director of the National Library of 

Medicine, Washington, D.C., is chairman. 

to 

the 

The project, which is expected to take three to four years 

complete, 

Library 

will be carried out for the Joint Committee by 

of Congress under the supervi si on of John W. 

Cronin, Director of the Processing Department. 

In library terminology, "serials" comprise all continuing 

publications, such as magazines, bulletins, reports, etc. 

Serials constitute by far the largest part of all 

publications--in the order of 75 percent. Because such 

publ i cati ons typi cally record the day-by-day developments in 

their fields of interest, they constitute for many 

1 "Grant for third edition of Union List of Serials announced," Recent 

Developments, No. 22, 4 June 1959 (Council on Library Resources, Inc., 

Washington, D.C.>. 

Z An important point to note. 
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subjects--especially the rapidly developing sciences and 

technologies--the most important part of all publications. 

So numerous are serials (they are born at the rate of some 

3,000 a year) that no library has more than a fraction of the 

total. However, The Un ion List prov i des under one cover a 

listing of more than a hundred thousand different serials held 

by hundreds of libraries in the United States and Canada. The 

result is the most efficient tool so far devised for recording 

1 i brary resources total 1 i ng many mi 11 ions of volumes, and 

forms a record which is indispensable for purposes of 

inter-library borrowing, purchase of photocopies, and planning 

of acquisitions. It enables each library to acquire its 

serials with knowledge of what others are acquiring. 

The first edition of the Union List was published in 1927, 

recording 75,000 titles held by 225 libraries. The second 

edition, 1943, was an enormous book of 3,065 pages which 

listed the holdings of 120,000 serials by 650 libraries. This 

was followed by supplements <1945, 1949) containing nearly 

2,500 additional pages. But the second edition is now both 

out of pr i nt and superseded. A new ed it ion is requ i red to 

bring down to date the mass of new information regarding 

serials holdings which has accumulated during the past two 

decades. It may be expected that this new edition will be a 

volume of perhaps 4,000 to 5,000 pages. 

Thus, in 30 years the Union List has gone through two 

editions and is about to go into a third, and its publication 

has requ i red the producti on of enormous volumes i ncreasi ng 

over the period from some 2,500 to some 5,000 pages at costs 

whi ch have more than doubled wi th each edi ti on. It has been 

obvious for some time that this series could not be 

i ndefi ni te1y conti nued; some other method of produci ng the 

principal record of serials must be found. The Joint 

Committee on the Union List of Serials, which was established 

to study this problem has now proposed a two-pronged solution 

which has the endorsement of the principal library 
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associations and other groups of the United States and Canada. 

This solution provides that a Third Edition of the Union List 

will cumulate the information regarding serials up to 1950. 

whi Ie the record beyond 1950 wi 11 be conti nued through the 

monthly-cumulative publications known as New Serial Titles. 

The grant now made to the Joint Committee provides for the 

consolidation in one alphabet. principally through the 

cumulation of data already printed. of available information 

regarding holdings by U.S. and Canadian libraries of serials 

which commenced publication prior to 1950. Part of this 

information will be taken directly from the second edition of 

the Union List and its two supplements. Titles which have not 

previously appeared in the Union List will be assembled from 

the National Union Catalog. the Southeastern Supplement to the 

Union ~ of Serials and reports from participating libraries 

and others. including especially the National Library of 

Canada. These titles. estimated at 15.000 in number. will be 

listed in a checking edition which will be added to the main 

file as copy for the Third Edition of the Union List. It is 

expected that the work will be ready for printing some time in 

1961. at which time a publisher will be selected. It is hoped 

that the work may issue from the press duri ng 1962. An 

edition of 2.500 copies is contemplated and it is expected 

that the selling price to libraries will be approximately $50. 

Meanwhile as the second prong of its continuing solution 

to the record of serials. the Joint Committee proposes to 

promote. as a cooperative project of the library world. the 

completeness and utility of the publication. New Serial Titles 

issued by the Library of Congress. 

In summary: 

1. The grant was made to the Joint Committee on the Union List 

of Serials. 

2. The project was to be executed for the Committee by the 

Library of Congress. 

3. New (3rd) edition was to be a volume of 4000 to 5000 pages. 
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4. 1950 was the cut-off date. 

5. 15,000 new titles were expected to be incorporated. 

6. It was hoped that the list would be ready for printing some 

time in 1961. 

7. That it would be released from the press during 1962. 

8. And the price to libraries would be approximately $50.00. 

In reality, the work was published in 1965, in five large-size 

volumes, containing 4,649 pages and the price was kept at $100.00 per 

set! 

Winchell on ULS 

"Winchell" calls the ULS "the most important and comprehensive union 

list, 

work 

indispensable in any American library which 

with periodicals," 0951: 94) and describes 

does 

the 

much reference 

3rd and fi nal 

edition in the following words: 

Union list of serials in libraries of the United States 

and Canada, 3d ed., ed. by Edna Brown Titus. N.Y., Wilson, 

1965. 5v. AF98 

History: 1st ed. 1927 (Supplements, Jan. 1925-Dec. 1932. 

2v.); 2d ed. 1943 (Supplements, Jan. 1941-Dec. 1949. 2v.), ed. 

by Winifred Gregory. (For a history of the Union List and its 

predecessors, ~ Preface by Howard Rovelstad.) 

The 1st edition contained entries for some 75,000 serial 

titles with location of holdings in 225 libraries in the 

United States and Canada. The 2d edition was enlarged to some 

115,000 titles with locations in 650 libraries. The two 

supplements brought this record up to Dec. 1949 with 

additional titles. These two editions proved that this 

comprehensi ve uni on list was i ndi spensable in any Ameri can 

library doi ng reference work wi th peri odi cals. Therefore, 

under the sponsorship of the Joint Committee on the Union List 

of Serials, with the cooperation of the Library of Congress, 

and funded by a grant from the Council on Library Resources, 

Inc., a 3d edition was prepared. 
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The thi rd edi ti on follows closely the pattern of the 2d, 

listing the entries in the 2d edition, plus those in the two 

supplements, with the addition of almost 12,000 new titles 

which began publication before 1950, thus listing more than 

156,000 titles, with holdings in 956 cooperating libraries. 

For the titles acquired by cooperating libraries since the 2d 

edition and its supplements, additional locations are reported 

for significant titles only--titles not commonly held. 

Additional locations were not to be listed whenever ten or 

more locations had already been listed in the second edition 

and supplements unless consi dered both desi rable and 

necessary--e.g., geographical considerations (Winchell 1967: 

141>. 

The origin of ULS 

It may be interesting to recall that H. W. Wilson was the originator 

of the ULS. In 1921 he submi tted a plan. Consequently the Ameri can 

library Association appointed a Committee. Wilson estimated the total 

cost to be in the neighborhood of $36,000. Forty libraries contributed 

$300 each for three years. Laura Spelman Rockefeller Fund granted 

$10,000. This confluence of minds and money generated the ULS. Three 

lists were prepared and issued: 1) a preliminary checking list, selected 

chiefly from Wilson, Library of Congress and the New York Public Library 

lists--and checked by 225 cooperating libraries; 2) A provisional union 

list; and 3) The final union list containing the information on 75,000 

titles. 

Types of Li sts 

As already noted above, Wi nchell has defi ned two types of uni on 

lists. Obviously the research libraries need the comprehensive type. A 

list of only the serials currently received can hardly satisfy the needs 

of a research library, because the principal use of a union list, as 

already indicated, is for research, reference, cataloging, acquisition, 

and i nter-l i brary loan. For example, catalogers of research 1 i brari es 

can very well testify how useful the union lists are in their day-to-day 

- 6 -





AMERICA LEADS 

work of catalogi ng. Acqui si ti on 1 i brarians fi nd them tremendously 

useful in their order work--in acquiring new titles and filling the gaps 

in their existing collections. And the inter-library loan librarian 

finds the union list an effective source to locate a serial not 

available in his/her library, but badly needed by a research scholar for 

his intellectual pursuits. Even when the specific serial volume cannot 

be borrowed in ori gi nal (physi cal) form from another 1 i brary through 

i nter-l i brary loan, the mere knowledge that such a set of the desi red 

serial is available in a neighborly, cooperating library proves to be 

useful and enables the 1 i brari an to acqu ire the needed segment of the 

volume in microfilm form or photo-duplicated on paper. Whether it is an 

article or a complete set, modern reprography makes it possible for us 

to acqui re whatever we need. However, unless and unti 1 we know where 

the desired volume is available, we cannot acquire it, even if we have 

enough funds and a desire to acquire what is needed by our own research 

scholars. 

Winchell concludes: "For this reason union lists of periodicals in 

forei gn countri es, as well as those publ i shed in thi s country, are 

needed by research libraries." (1951: 94) 

Research and Ser;als 

The vi ews of the Counci 1 on Library Resources relati ve to the 

enormity of the number of serials and their value to research work find 

full support throughout the professi onal 1 i terature. The world of 

learning has accepted the fact that the serial publications, especially 

the back volumes, are essential tools for any serious research--research 

whi ch 1 i es at the very root of the growth and development of an 

individual or society in every walk of life. Serials record current and 

nascent thought, much of which does not find its way into monographs. 

They represent micro-units of thought, sometimes more powerful and 

fundamental than even the macro-units of thought--the books. Therefore, 

they are said to be the backbone of research. 

Research scholars both in social sciences and the humanities depend 

on serials more than those in the natural sciences. 

works pri mari ly in hi s laboratory and occasi onally 
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word to supplement hi s lab work. On the other hand, for a soci al 

scientist, his library ;s his laboratory as well. Therefore, a union 

list of serials in social sciences is much more needed than the one in 

the natural sciences. Parthasarathy corroborates the above view 

(Library Seminar 1960: 56): 

Research in the Social Sciences, unlike the Natural 

Sciences, 

Therefore, 

order to 

compilation 

importance. 

depends to a large extent 

peri odi cals are important 

make them avai lable for 

of a un; on catalogue 

on printed records. 

source materials. In 

research work, the 

assumes considerable 

Undoubtedly, the total number of serial publications issued allover 

the world is enormous. "Educated guesses state that between half a 

million and a million different serials are published" (Library Journal 

1960: 3931>. And this figure relates to the year 1960. Specialists 

used to tell us that knowledge gets doubled every sixteen years! This 

was the situation more than two decades ago. Now the tempo is much 

faster. In contrast to those in natural sciences, serials in social 

sciences are ten times greater in number. 

listed about 1,100 new serial titles 

The Library of Congress alone 

as early as December 1959. 

Therefore, no library in the world, howsoever rich in terms of finance, 

space, and other re::;ources, can aspi re to have on its own premi ses a 

total coverage--complete collection--of all the periodicals published at 

all times all ~ver the world, although they are the most essential tools 

for any seri ous research, let it be rei terated. Ali brary--even the 

richest of the national libraries--can have only a fraction of the total 

world output. The problems of acquiring (including financing), 

processing, storing, and servicing are so stupendous that the universal 

coverage of periodical publications by a single institution will ever 

remain an unattainable dream. 

Access to Research Resources 

Yet a research worker must be helped. He must be gi ven access--an 

easy access--to all the periodical literature that exists in his chosen 
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depth--extension 

of research is to 

and 

be 

truly served. Moreover, a research worker in natural sci ences does not 

go into the past to the same distance as a seeker of knowledge goes in 

the humanities and social sciences, fields in which the back serials 

assume far greater importance as the greatest and sometimes the only 

source providing data for investigation or experimentation. 

It is an obligatory duty on the part of a national government of a 

free country to provide the serious research workers with facilities to 

examine all the relevant periodical literature in their chosen field of 

interest, wherever the material might be available. This is especially 

true in countries such as India where the Government, vowed to create a 

socialistic pattern of society, exercises so much control over the life 

and wealth of the people and where the higher education and research is 

state-financed to a considerable extent. Since no library can acquire 

and preserve the total world output of periodicals on its own premises, 

it has to borrow a desired document (article or paper published In a 

specific issue of a periodical> through inter-library loan, either in 

ori gi nal or in dupl i cated form through photo-mechani cal process. In 

order to do this, the requesting library must be able to know where the 

desired document is available . This can be achieved only through a 

union list of serials. 

Value of the Union List of Serials 

Brummel stressed the value of a union list in the following words: 

"They do to a very large extent faci litate loans. they are very 

valuable bibliographical tools, of constant use in large libraries" 

(Brummel 1956: 83). 

There are many indirect uses of a union list. It can also serve as 

a want list if the holdi ngs are fully descri bed and all the mi ssi ng 

issues/volumes identified and specifically noted. The dealers of 

second-hand periodicals (back volumes) find it very useful to identify 

the gaps in the holdings of their customer libraries. They are able to 

get more business and the libraries get their collections completed, as 

stated by Freitag (1964: v) . 
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Freitag on the Value of Union List of Serials 

Ruth Freitag, who has given us a great bibliography of union lists, 

tells us of the value and use of these great research resources (1964: 

v) : 

Serials remain the most important means of rapidly 

disseminating to the learned community new knowledge in all 

fields of study, particularly in the natural sciences and 

technology. The great profusi on of seri al publ i cati ons makes 

it impossible for even the richest libraries to obtain and 

keep more than a part of what their readers may require. 

Where economi c or pol i ti cal condi ti ons interfere wi th the 

procurement of foreign publications, library cooperation in 

the acquisition and circulation of scarce or costly serials is 

vital. 

The published union list is the most convenient device by 

which libraries located in a certain area, or specializing in 

a particular subject, 

each one can make 

may inform users of 

available. Union 

the serials which 

lists facilitate 

interlibrary loans and the procurement of photocopies and can 

be used to support other forms of library cooperation, such as 

exchanges and transfers, cooperative acquisition and storage, 

and the discarding of excess duplicates. Dealers in serials 

fi nd uni on Ii sts of assi stance as a means of learni ng whi ch 

libraries lack serial issues that can be supplied from the 

dealers' stocks. The more carefully prepared union lists are 

invaluable bibliographical aids, providing information on the 

title, place of publication, frequency, issuing body, and 

volume numberi ng, and recordi ng the many changes in these 

elements which serials all too frequently undergo. In 

addition, their usefulness as library directories should not 

be overlooked--the major domestic and foreign union lists 

contai n the names, someti mes wi th street addresses, of 

hundreds of libraries of many types. 

Enterprising Entrepreneurs know quite well how to get business. The 

Uni versi ty of Mi ssouri Library at Columbi a used to recei ve only the 
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basic collection of books in the English language from India under the 

Special Foreign Currency Program (former PL480) of the Library of 

Congress. It did not receive all the publications, simply because it 

did not opt for the "comprehensive" collection. In January 1978 this 

Library received a list from a dealer in New Delhi with the following 

introduction : 

We are submitting the list of books which are mentioned in 

ACCESSIONS LIST INDIA, Library of Congress at New Delhi, vol. 

16, no. 8 to 12, i.e. August 1977 to December 1977, but not 

supplied to your Library. 

What a way to procure busi ness! The UMC Library di d not recei ve 

them because it di d not want to recei ve them!! Si nce it too had the 

Accessions List it could have easily ordered those "missing" titles if 

it wanted. The important point to be noted is this: If a dealer is so 

enterpri si ng as to locate what the Ii brari es are mi ssi ng in thei r 

backfiles of serial publications, the libraries would be quite willing 

to cooperate and receive those missing volumes/issues and fill the gaps! 

Functions of Union catalogs 

Parthasarathy enumerates some of the functions of a Union Catalogue 

(Library Seminar 1960: 59): 

1. To indicate the availability of a periodical if the title 

is known or the name of the sponsoring body is known; or 

the subject covered by the periodical is known; 

2 . To facilitate expeditious inter-library loan by indicating 

the location on the basis of geographical contiguity; 

3. To help libraries to avoid unnecessary duplication of 

periodicals that are available in the neighboring libraries; 

4. To indicate all the changes in the career of a periodical; 

and 

5. To show the richness of collections in the various subject 

fields. 

These functions can be served only if there is a union catalog of 

serials containing information as to which title is located where and 

- 11 -





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

whether there are facilities for borrowing the required material through 

inter-library loan in original or in a reproduced form. 

uniqueness of Serials 

A doubt may be raised: The holdings of the cooperating libraries are 

more or less mutually inclusive; there is enough duplication of 

holdings. Therefore, the compilation of union lists is unprofitable. 

This view is contradicted by Besterman (1958: 58): 

Doubts are sometimes expressed in this connection because 

of the supposed similarity of the contents of great libraries. 

This similarity is, however, largely, illusory. It was found, 

for instance, even wi thi n so Ii mi ted a fi eld as the 

periodicals held in British libraries, that the degree of 

overlapping is so slight that the ratio of copies held to 

titles is of the order of only about 1.8 to 1--which means, of 

course, that a very large proportion of the periodicals was to 

be found in only one library. 

universality of Union Lists 

These serials lists are so essential for any successful program of 

research that they have been prepared in almost all the leading 

countries of the world in spite of numerous difficulties. The 

publication noted below (already mentioned briefly) is a list of the 

union lists of serials and shows the attempts made allover the world to 

pool the resources of all the cooperating libraries in a region or a 

country. 

U.S. Library of Congress. General Reference and 

Bibliography Division. Union Lists of Serials; g 

Bibliography. Compo by Ruth S. Freitag. 

Washington, 1964. 150 p. 

Winchell comments on the above (1967: 141): 

Brings up to date the bibliography compiled by Haskel and 

Brown. Freitag lists more than 1,200 union lists, arranged 

geographi cally by region and country. Includes both 
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separately published works and lists published in journals or 

as parts of books. 

The large number of union lists noticed in this Publication attests 

to the value and importance of the union lists. Sixty percent of the 

lists described in the Bibliography were published since the end of the 

World War II. That is an i ndi cati on of the extent of the research 

act i viti es in the fi eld of knowledge bei ng undertaken today. One 

important point made by Freitag is that the data including the names, 

sometimes with street addresses, of hundreds of libraries of many types 

are found in the union lists. Many a time, this might be the only 

source to know of a library and of its unique holdings. 

Obviously, the total number of serials is so voluminous--as we have 

already seen--that any major project to compile an extensive union list 

will need considerable amounts of time, money, and personnel. 

First Union List 

The beginnings of the preparation of union lists could be traced to 

A.D. 1859, and to Milan, Italy, a renowned city, goes the credit of 

However, there are only two 

major works for the English-speaking world--Gregory's Union List already 

described above in brief and the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals, 

which will be described below. It will be desirable to understand the 

terms "periodicals" and "serials" and know their definitions before we 

proceed further in our discussion. 

Definitions of Periodicals and serials 

as: 

A.L.A. Glossary of library terms (1943: 99) defines a "periodical" 

A publication with a distinctive title intended to appear 

in successive (usually unbound) numbers or parts at stated or 

regular intervals and, as a rule, for an indefinite time. 

Each part generally contains articles by several contributors. 

Newspapers, whose chi ef functi on it is to di ssemi nate 

news, and the memo i rs, proceedings, journals, etc. of 
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soci eti es are not consi dered peri odi cals under the rules for 

cataloging. 

And the same source defines a "serial" (1943: 124) as: 

A publication issued in successive parts. usually at 

regular intervals, and, as a rule, intended to be conti nued 

indefinitely. Serials include periodicals, annuals, (reports. 

yearbooks, etc.) and memoirs, proceedings. and transactions of 

societies. 

According to the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (1967: 346): 

Serials is a publication issued in successive parts 

beari n9 numeri calor chronologi cal desi gnati ons and intended 

to be continued indefinitely. Serials include periodicals. 

newspapers. annuals (reports, yearbooks, etc.). 

memoirs, proceedings, transactions. etc. of 

numbered monographic series. 

the journals, 

soci eti es and 

And the same authority establishes "series" as (1967: 346): 

A number of separate works issued in succession and 

related to one another by the fact that each bears a 

collective title generally appearing at the head of the title 

page, on the half-title. or on the cover; normally issued by 

the same publisher in a uniform style, frequently in a 

numerical sequence. Often termed "monographic series." 

And the "Periodical" has been defined as (1967: 345): 

A serial appearing or intended to appear indefinitely at 

regular or stated intervals. generally more frequently than 

annually. each issue of which normally contains separate 

articles, stories. or other writings. Newspapers 

di ssemi nati ng general news. and the proceedi ngs. papers. or 

other publ i cat ions of corporate bodi es pri mari ly related to 

their meetings are not included in this term. 

Let us see what our great British Bibliographer Besterman has to say 

regarding the definition of a periodical (1943: 32-33): 
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What is a periodical? This question is as difficult as it 

is important. I propose to deal with it broadly, without 

seeking for pedantic exceptions and objections. Q.E.D. 

defines a periodical as "a magazine or miscellany, the 

successive numbers of which are published at regular intervals 

(as weekly, monthly, etc.). Not applied to a book published 

in parts, not usually to a dai ly, weekly, or monthly 

newspaper." This is not quite up to Q.E.D. standards, for too 

many terms of this definition themselves require explanation. 

A "magazine," we are told, is "a periodical publication 

containing articles by various writers"; while a newspaper is 

not unreasonably defined as "a publication containing the 

news," and "news" as "the report or account of recent events 

or occurrences." Not much of this will hold water. There are 

peri odi cals wri tten by one man and there are peri odi cals 

containing news; periodical reports on recent discoveries in 

gi ven fi elds often combi ne both features. Then there are 

peri odi cals speci fi cally descri bed as appeari ng at irregular 

intervals. And so on. 

Neither the World List nor the Union Catalogue attempts to 

defi ne what it understands by a peri odi cal. The Uni on List 

defines a serial as "a publication not issued by a government 

agency, appearing at regular or stated periods of less than a 

year, and including articles on various subjects"; but "law 

reports, state and local trade union publications" and "many 

titles whi ch seem to have Ii mi ted, or ephemeral value" were 

excluded. I must confess that scarcely any part of thi s 

definition appears to me capable of withstanding critical 

examination; it is the only serious defect in an otherwise 

remarkable book. Qne of the most unfortunate results is the 

exclusion of the valuable annual collections of learned 

societies. 

I do not see any escape from the conclusion that a 

peri odi cal can be adequately defi ned only as "a publi cati on, 

other than a si ngle work issued in parts, successi ve numbers 
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is: 

of which are published at intervals." I think that there is 

room within this definition for every type of periodical. 

According to Ranganathan <1964: 134-35), a Periodical Publication 

1. A volume, or a small group of volumes of it, is intended 

to be published or completed normally once in a year 

(or at other regular intervals), though irregularity 

in interval is not ruled out; 

2. Each successive volume, or periodical group of volumes, 

is usually distinguished by the year of publication and/ 

or by a number belonging to a system of simple or 

complex ordinal number. Such a number is usually called 

a Volume Number; 

3. The intention had been to continue the publication of 

the volumes for ever, though not actually carried out. 

4. The intention had been to continue same title in all 

the volumes, though not actually carried out. 

The term "Peri odi cal Publ i cati on" is also used to denote 

any single volume of a Periodical Publications defined above. 

Periodical: Periodical publication of which each volume is 

made up of distinct and independent contributions, not forming 

a continuous exposition, normally by two or more personal 

authors and normally the specific subjects and the authors of 

the contributions in successive volumes also being, in 

general, different, but all the subjects falling within one 

and the same region of knowledge, contemplated to be brought 

within its purview. It is not usually released complete as a 

volume but only in fascicules or numbers as they are called. 

It essentially expounds knowledge and not repeat the same kind 

of information, usually in the same pattern, in each of its 

volumes just bringing the information up-to-date from volume 

to volume. 

The term Peri odi cal is also used to denote any si ngle 

volume of a periodical as defined above. 
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Examples: 

1. Annals of library science. 

2. Proceedings, Royal Society of London. 

3. Zeitschrift, Deutschen Morganlandischen 

Gesell schaft. 

Seri al: Peri odi cal publ i cati on of whi ch each volume or 

each peri odi cal group of volumes embodi es more or less the 

same kind of information, usually in the same pattern, mainly 

relati ng to its year (or other peri od) of coverage. It is 

usually released complete as a volume. It is not made of 

diverse contributions each forming a continuous exposition of 

knowledge. 

The term Serial is also used to denote any single volume 

of a serial as defined above . 

Examples: 

1. Annual report of the Director of Agriculture, Madras. 

2. Madras telephone directory. 

3 . Statesman's year-book. 

4. Who's who in America. 

S. Year-book of the Carnegie Institute of 

Washington. 

Lack of Standard Terminology 

There is a regrettable lack of uniformity, consistency, or 

regularity in naming, citing and referring to the periodical 

publications or their unified compilations. Reference has already been 

made to an anomalous si tuat i on when a mi d-western Ameri can 

library uses diverse terms to denote an identical idea, 

publication. 

university 

a serial 

Similar diversity prevails in the nomenclature of the union catalogs 

or lists. Gregory called her compilation a Union List of SERIALS (ULS). 

The British Union Catalogue of PERIODICALS (BUCOP) chose the term 

PERIODICALS. And Ranganathan called hi s catalogue the Uni on Catalogue 

of Learned PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS . 
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As we have seen above, Ranganathan makes a di sti ncti on between 

and uses a generic term "periodical 

Whi Ie the Ameri can Ii brari es prefer the 

chose "periodical." The term "serial" 

whi Ie the term "peri odi cal" stresses the 

"serials" and "periodicals" 

publication" to cover both. 

term "serial," the British 

emphasizes the continuity, 

frequency of occurrence. 

As defined by Ranganathan (1964: 155): 

The union catalogue is a list of all the documents in two 

or more libraries where copies of each document can be found. 

A Union Catalogue may cover all kinds of documents or any 

restricted kind of them. 

He cites the following three as examples: 

1. His own catalogue; 

2. ULS of Gregory; and 

3. List of Scientific Periodicals in the Bombay 

Presidency, sponsored in 1931 by the Royal 

Institute of Science, Bombay. 

- 18 -





C HAP T E R II 

THE BRITISH FOLLOW 

The B~itish Union catalogue of Pe~iodicals (BUCOP) 

Some great mi nd is always behi nd a great idea. H. W. Wilson, a 

leading American bibliographer, is credited with the inauguration of one 

of the greatest union lists in the world--The Union List of Serials in 

Libraries of the United States and Canada, already discussed. And 

Theodore Besterman, a noted British Bibliographer, earned the credit for 

proposing the preparation and publication of the British Union Catalogue 

of Periodicals, a monumental bibliographical undertaking. In 1942 in a 

paper contributed to the 17th Aslib Conference, Besterman made a strong 

plea for a comprehensive union catalogue of the world periodicals helq 

by Bri ti sh Ii brari es in order to replace the fragmentary or regi onal 

catalogues avai lable at the time. The proposal recei ved warm welcome 

from the libraries and their users and when the Rockefeller Foundation 

generously agreed to provide the necessary funds (19,000 pounds) the 

"British Union Catalogue of Periodicals" was launched. 

A Council representing the Aslib, the Bibliographical Society, the 

British Museum, the Joint Standing Committee on Library Cooperation (of 

the University Libraries), the Library Association, the National Central 

Library, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Royal Society, and the Science 

Institute was formed to implement the project. It was a magnificent 

display of cooperative venture and promised success from its very 

inception. But for this grand alliance, a project of this magnitude 

could not have been brought to a successful conclusion. This 

development demonstrates the fact that unless all the institutions and 

organizations to be benefitted by a project of this kind join their 

hands, it will remain a vision only.l The British Museum provided 

special facilities to the Union Catalogue Project by way of 

accommodation and through many other conveniences. Mr. Theodore 

Certainly things have changed by mid 1980's. The Uni versi ty of 

California, Berkeley, for example, received almost two million dollars 

from the U.S. Government under Title II-C to prepare a union list. It 

did not need any grand alliance! 
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Besterman was appoi nted the Edi tor and Executi ve Offi cer. James D. 

stewart, who succeeded him in 1950, was the chief architect and executor 

of this gigantic bibliographic undertaking. 

It was originally proposed to compile a comprehensive checklist with 

the help of all the available bibliographical and library resources, but 

the plan had to be abandoned because by the time the list was ready for 

publication, the prices had gone up so high that the printing became an 

incomprehensible job within the limits of the available funds. This 

list would have been quite useful because the librarians then could have 

only noted their holdings with ease, economy, and efficiency. 

An alternative plan was worked out to request each participating 

library to prepare a list of the periodicals it held and to report the 

holdings through "one's own list." According to the editor, this 

increased the work of compi lati on and consol i dati on, but it generated 

another advantageous result. Many of the titles that wera unknown till 

then, because they were not yet listed anywhere but were held only by 

certain libraries, came to light. A prepared check-list, howsoever 

exhaustive, could not have included such off-the-road yet so invaluable 

ti tles. 

However, these "contributed" lists created some other problems, too. 

For example, there was no standard definition of a "periodical." So the 

inclusion or omission of a title from the list was left to the flair of 

an individual librarian. No single method could be found satisfactory 

from every point of view . A good deal of correspondence was needed to 

clarify the doubts, which was not possible under the existing 

circumstances. 

The returns received from the libraries were quite voluminous, with 

the result that many types of publications, which were of less research 

value, had to be omitted. To include everything reported by all the 

Ii brari es turned out to be almost i mpossi ble. Every bi bl i ographi cal 

publication has to have a limit and the British Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals could not be an exception to this general rule. Factors of 

time and money dictated some "selection" and "pruning." Admittedly 

these eliminations did not detract much from the ultimate usefulness of 

the research tool. However, titles taken out of the main sequence were 
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transferred to a reserve file and were permanently preserved for 

reference at the National Central Library. 

In his Introduction Editor Stewart describes the nature, 

other characteristic elements of his Catalogue. l BUCOP is a 

the peri odi cals publ i shed all over the world si nce the 

scope, and 

record of 

seventeenth 

century and permanently preserved in British libraries for research and 

consultation. "Its main purpose is to provide information concerning 

the availability for consultation of any particular periodical." No 

other use is conceived and hence the work does not provide any separate 

index. All the varied approaches to a particular title are designed to 

be satisfied through various types of entries integrated into the main 

sequence, which is designed so thoughtfully and skillfully. In this 

respect the BUCOP stands out as a class by itself. Since it is limited 

to the periodicals available in British libraries, it does not purport 

to be a universal bibliography of periodicals, though it goes a long way 

toward it and can be regarded as such: 

The term "periodical" has been interpreted in a liberal 

sense for the purpose of the Union catalogue. It includes Ca) 

all magazi nes, - journals, revi ews and the other publ i cati ons 

commonly regarded as periodicals by the ordinary reader; Cb) 

all the Acta, Mitteilungen, Proceedings, Transactions, etc. of 

academies, universities, societies and institutions of all 

kinds; (c) periodical reports of all kinds of organizations 

which embody the results of research into any subject; Cd) 

yearbooks and other annual publications; (e) miscellaneous 

1 BUCOP features the following information on its title page: 

Bri ti sh Uni on-Catalogue of Peri odi cals, a record of the 

periodicals of the world, from the seventeenth century to the 

present day, in British libraries. Edited for the Council of 

the British-Union Catalogue of Periodicals by James D. 

Stewart, with Muriel E. Hammond and Erwin Saegner. New York, 

Academi c Press, Inc. , Pub 1 i shers; London, Butterworth 

Scientific Publications, 1955-58. 4 vols. BUCOP does not 

cover IOL, let it be noted. 
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publications, including series, issued by universities, 

societies and similar institutions. 

Certain types of periodicals are excluded. These are (a) 

newspapers fi rst publ i shed after 1899, wi th some except ions 

for decidedly out-of-the-way items; (b) the variant issues of 

periodicals published centrally and issued with various 

imprints and other minor differences; ec) periodicals not 

pri nted from type, unless they are of more than ephemeral 

interest; (d) annual and other reports of a purely 

administrative nature; (e) publishers' series; (f> local and 

terri tori al di rectori es; local gui des and hoI i day handbooks, 

time-tables, etc.; statutory 

statements and the like. 1 

company reports, financial 

Certain titles are reported, though without any information as to 

holdi ngs, only to provi de a hi stori cal framework--to trace the hi story 

of a particular title. Others are naturally omitted. 

The coverage of libraries is extensive. All types of libraries were 

requested to provide returns of their holdings. There were many 

difficulties, because it was a post-war era. However, adequate 

cooperation was received. The majority of the libraries complied most 

willingly, but others, owing to shortage of staff, war-time destruction 

and disorganization, or enforced limitations on the use of their 

collecti ons of peri odi cals, were unable to cooperate. For the most 

important of such Ii brari es, arrangement was made by the Counci I to 

employ special bibliographers who visited such libraries and worked 

there in order to cover their holdings. 2 This activity too had its own 

limitations imposed by the lack of adequate funds. Libraries took a 

great deal of trouble and spent considerable time in providing the data 

for the union catalogue, without which the final product could not have 

been so comprehensive and authentic. 

While all the libraries in the British Isles could not be covered, 

not all the holdings of the contributing libraries were recorded either. 

1 i bi d. 

2 A very important point to note. 
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There had to be some selection process. It was regarded unnecessary to 

burden the entries with the titles commonly held by libraries, when 

their sets were terribly incomplete. In case of special libraries, 

their special collections were adequately represented, while titles 

commonly held with other general libraries were omitted. The real value 

of such libraries lay in their specialization and that fact had to be 

brought out. Extensi ve coverage was aimed at as far as the spat i al 

locati on is concerned. All areas were represented so that no matter 

where a research worker 1 i ved, he was assured of fi ndi ng ali brary 

nearby where he could consult what he wanted. 

The accuracy of a union catalogue naturally depends on the accuracy 

of the returns received from the libraries. After all a union catalogue 

just assembles and features, of course, in a well-organized manner, ~nd 

in one place, data gathered from the cooperating libraries. Sometimes 

libraries discard even those sets which they once regarded as permanent. 

The BUCOP reports the holdi ngs of 140,000 ti tIes deposi ted in 440 

libraries. "Its compilation would have been an impossible task without 

the acti ve cooperat i on of 1 i brari es and thei r staffs throughout the 

country. That such a project has been brought to a conclusion, in spite 

of difficult times and many frustrations <!>, entitles it to rank as one 

of the most significant results of cooperative effort in the library 

field."l 

It was truly a cooperative undertaking. Without the full 

cooperation of all the agencies interested in the success of the 

Project, it cOlJld not have been completed. The editor gratefully 

acknowledges the debt of the Rockefeller Foundation, British Museum and 

all the cooperating libraries. 

BUCOP is arranged alphabeti cally by ti tIes. All peri odi cals wi th 

specific individual titles, whether issued under the sponsorship of an 

organization or independently are entered under the title. When the 

title is not specific, or the name of the organization forms part of the 

title, the periodical is entered under the name of the organization. 

1 Introduction., p. xi. 
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Generic titles like "Bulletin" and "Journal" are not regarded as 

specific titles. 

When an institution issues a publication with specific individual 

title, the periodical is entered under the title. Following the British 

tradition, all periodicals are entered under the earliest form of the 

ti tIe. The same standard holds true of corporate bodi es. Of course, 

profuse references are given to facilitate all possible alternative 

approaches. Thi s method has a speci fi c advantage. The hi stori cal 

development of a title or corporate body is well presented in a 

systematic, chronological order. Certain institutions and organizations 

permanently si tuated ina place are entered under the place. It is 

important to note that the place of publication is not noted when it is 

obvious and when it is London, Paris, and Berlin for English, French, 

and German publications respectively. 

References are made from all alternative, subsequent and subsidiary 

titles of a periodical to the referred-to title (in heavy bold type) 

under whi ch full parti culars are to be found. The use of thi s 

typographic device and the sign of equals (=) is truly ingenuous. 

Similar references are made from alternative or subsequent names of 

corporate bodies. 

Another helpful devi ce incorporated into the BUCOP is to 1 i st all 

the publications issued by a corporate body under its name. This is 

truly an effecti ve way to el i mi nate the evi 1 effects of alphabeti cal 

scattering of individual titles published by one and the same corporate 

body, and is a good answer to those who advocate classification as the 

panacea of all evils, real or imaginary. 

A searcher should look up under an entry printed in bold type face. 

Dates covered appear before the place and/or date of pub 1 i cat ion. 

Dates of publication follow the place of publication. 

While arranging the entries, certain departures are made from 

stri ctly alphabeti cal order. Arti cles are used but ignored. All 

conjunctions, prepositions and other minor connecting words are ignored. 

Entries are arranged by the words printed in heavy type. 

Information taken from some 

ti tIe page is enclosed wi thi n 

part of the periodical other 

< >. Information taken 
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external source appears within square brackets. An asterisk (*> denotes 

incomplete or imperfect volume or set. 

The user gets adequate assi stance in understandi ng what is bei ng 

conveyed by the editor. It is a worthy editorial accomplishment . 

C. B. Oldman, Chairman of the Council of the British Union Catalogue 

of Periodicals, notes in his Preface: 

are 

Periodical publications, 

among the most elusive of 

as every research worker knows, 

all forms of pri nted matter. 

Even those that were once in everybody's hands are apt, with 

the passage of years, to become almost as hard to find as the 

Ii mi ted producti ons of the most exclusi ve pri vate press. It 

is the aim of the present catalogue not merely to show the 

wealth and variety of material that has been and is still 

being published in this form, but to direct the inquirer to 

where it can be found. In spi te of the fact that it is 

limited to the holdings of the British libraries it can claim 

to be fuller than any list of the ki nd that has so far been 

published. It is an achievement of which British 

librarianship can justly be proud . 

Two facts emerge as noteworthy here. According to Oldman, the main 

purpose of the catalogue is to serve as a key to locate a periodical . 

Secondly, his observations should be regarded as confined to the British 

union catalogues (or libraries> and do not take into account the 

American Union List (Gregory). 

The basi c set, consti tuti ng four volumes was publ i shed duri ng the 

years 1955-58. It was reprinted in 1970. A supplement was issued in 

1962 br i ng i ng the cllverage to 1960. Since then the cata I og ha s been 

kept current by first being brought out annually, and later quarterly, 

with annual and five-year cumulations. The New Periodical Titles 

resembles the American New Serial Titles . 

Library Symbol is the last feature we would like to note . The first 

part, consisting of a single capital letter, or a capital letter 

followed by one in lower case, represents the name of the town where the 

library is located. The rest descri bes the library. The library 

symbols are listed in their numerical order. A name index is provided 
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for quick reference. This was possible because the geographical area 

covered was smaller as compared to the United States of America, or even 

India where the space is to be divided first by the state. 
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EARLY ATTEMPTS IN INDIA 

The Beg;nn;ngs1 

Let us now review the attempts made by Indian librarians to compile 

a union list of serials of their own. As early as 1918, an All-India 

Conference of Librarians was held in Lahore. Its deliberations included 

the discussion of a "Union Catalogue of Scientific Periodicals" which 

concluded wi th a resoluti on recommendi ng its compi lati on. But the 

resolution did not bear any fruit. 

The Library Service Section of the first All-Asia Educational 

Conference held at Banaras in December 1930 adopted a resolution 

requesti ng the "Inter-Uni versi ty Board of Indi a to arrange for the 

preparation of a Union Catalogue of the resources of all the Univer~ity 

Libraries in India to facilitate inter-library loan in the interests of 

the furtherance of research." The Board collected data for a Uni on 

Catalogue from libraries and also invited the opinions of librarians. 

But the work remained incomplete. 

The first All-India Library Conference, held in Calcutta in 

September 1933, passed the following resolution, reiterating the need 

for a union catalogue: 

That this Conference recommends that the Council (of the 

newly formed Indian Library Association) takes early steps to 

prepare a union catalogue of scientific periodicals and 

serials in Indian University, College, Public, Departmental 

and other libraries, with a view to forming a basis for 

cooperation, among libraries to facilitate research work. 

The Board continued its attempts to collect data for the catalogue 

and in 1934-35 "resolved that the opinion of the Libraries Association, 

Calcutta, be invited regarding the publication of the Union Catalogue of 

Journals and sets of Journals available in different universities." 

Ultimately the work was entrusted to the Indian Library Association 

and all the material collected by the Inter-University Board was handed 

1 This account is based on a paper prepared by me 1960. Also used is: 

Ranganathan's "Introduction" to his Union Catalogue. No attempt is 

made to revise the writing and the original flavor is preserved! 
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over to the Association in 1936. But the progress continued to be slow 

on account of various reasons. Successive Annual Reports of the 

Association detailed the various technical difficulties experienced in 

regard to the very definition of periodicals, their baffling 

idiosyncrasies, and the mode of indicating the holdings of the 

participating libraries. Nothing tangible was done till 1947. In 

August of that year came the partition of India. The returns received 

from the participating libraries and all the connected materials were 

reported to have been lost in Lahore (now Pakistan)! 

Ranganathan steps In 

In 1949 the UNESCO Sci ence Cooperati on Offi ce at Delhi requested 

libraries in South Asia to report their holdings of scient~fic 

periodicals. The response was slow and the task of assembling the data 

and organizing them was found to be overwhelming. Finally the Project 

was entrusted to S. R. Ranganathan. He examined the correspondence with 

the participating libraries and realized that there was a need for 

precise instruction for preparing the returns. Some libraries expressed 

inability to furnish the returns. He inferred that the lack of correct 

knowledge of the qual i ty and the quanti ty of the work, needed for 

preparing the returns, was the cause for such replies. Both the UNESCO 

Science Cooperation Office and Ranganathan realized that there was "need 

for someone to gQ round to the libraries and either prepare the return 

himself QJ:. stimulate interest and show the way to local people" 

(emphasis added). Ranganathan visited libraries for this purpose, with 

the result that better returns were procured, and yet a few Ii brari es 

would not participate. A Pilot Fascicule Edition was published in 1950. 

Copies were sent to 200 libraries in India and abroad for criticism and 

suggestion. 

It was estimated that a comprehensive union catalog of periodical 

publications deposited in Indian libraries, covering all the subjects, 

would run to about 1,500 pages, and the pri nti ng cost alone would be 

more than Rs. 35,000/-. The problem of securing the needed funds was 

baffling, because even with the best of efforts, only Rs. 14,000/- could 

be collected from the Indian Library Association, some Indian 
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universities and the Central as well as State Governments. Since it was 

not deemed desirable to wait for the total collection of Rs. 35,000/- in 

order that all the subjects could be covered, it was ultimately decided 

to publ ish only the fi rst volume coveri ng the physi cal and bi ologi cal 

sciences. A committee of 21 compilers, with Ranganathan as the 

Chai rman, was formecJ to prepare the Catalogue. It is to be noted that 

all these trai ned persons worked wi thout any remunerati on, and that 

their work was a selfless service to the world of learning--a labor of 

love! The full-scale work started in January 1952 and the Catalogue was 

completed by November 1953. 

Since the work was done under very difficult conditions (see 

Ranganathan's Introduct ion), the fi ni shed catalogue suffers from many 

shortcomings, which the editor himself brings out in his Introduction. 

The Committee did not physically examine the volumes, since they had no 

funds to travel around and vi si t the Ii brari es. The returns were 

prepared by cooperating libraries, many of which did not have qualified 

staff to report the holdi ngs correctly--i n a uni form, standard way--by 

following a specific system. 1 

Still the editor(S. R. Ranganathan} took the risk of publishing the 

Catalogue. He says: 

We have thus taken great risks in publishing this 

catalogue with probability for all these four forms of fault. 

In addition, the nebulous and uncertain condition of the 

continuation or revival of periodicals in the post-war years 

had affected the definiteness of the returns of the libraries. 

We di d not have the man-power or the money to vi si t the 

libraries and remove each one of these faults. Even with 

money and man-power, work on the removal of the faults would 

have delayed the publication by several more months. We 

deci ded that such faults should be ri sked and thi s necessary 

and long-delayed tool should be brought out quickly. With the 

pri nted copy of the catalogue before them, the Ii brari es 

1 The latest idea: The BBDR would have solved most of the problems in 

the most satisfactory manner! 
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having the various periodicals may find it easy to furnish 

accurate returns for the second and the third volumes, and a 

revised edition of the first volume. This is our apology for 

releasi ng thi s volume wi th the knowledge that it contai ns 

faults. 

other Ind;an Un;on L;sts 

In India four other attempts, though very much restricted, had been 

made earlier. They are as follows: 

1. Asiatic Society of Bengal. Catalogue of the Scientific 

Serial Publications in the Principal Libraries in 

Calcutta, compiled by Stanley Kemp. 1918. 

2. Royal Institute of Science, Bombay. List of Scientific 

Periodicals in the Bombay Presidency. 1931. 

3. India. Directorate-General of Health Services. Union 

Catalogue of Medical Periodicals in Indian Libraries 

(corrected up to 31st Dec., 1955). Ed. by S. A. Chitale. 

4th ed. New Delhi, 1956. 

4. India. Meteorology Department. Catalogue of Periodicals 

in the Libraries of the Department. 1936. 1 

Al though Ranganathan' s work suffers from many defects, yet it is 

wider in scope as compared to any other Indian attempt enumerated above. 

However, Ranganathan covered only the physical and biological sciences. 

His is a unique catalog. It follows his own system, which is 

unintelligible to many others. Therefore, a Union List (or Catalogue) 

of Serials reporting the holdings of all Indian libraries in all the 

subjects in all the fields of knowledge is one of the most urgent needs 

of Indian scholarship today (1960). It is an enormous task but of vast 

significance to fundamental and applied research in India, and requires 

large funds, adequate personnel, and sufficient time. 

It was reported in the early si xti es that the Indi an Nati onal 

Scientific Documentation Centre (INSDOC) was planning to bring out the 

1 For additional titles, agg Freitag, 1964, pp. 120-121. 
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second revi sed edi ti on of Ranganathan' s work, but nothi ng substanti al 

seems to have been done about the Project. 

Growth of Indian Libraries 

The growth of academi c and research 1 i brari es in Indi a has been 

simply phenomenal since she achieved independence. To take the example 

of university libraries: The first three universities were established 

in 1857, but the total number remai ned the same unti 1 1886. Fi va more 

were added by 1918, yet the total number was only twenty-two up to 1947! 

However, between 1947 and 1949 as many as seven universities were 

founded and the next decade (1950-59) saw the foundation of thirteen 

more! By 1978 the total had reached the figure of one hundred and four. 

In other words, while eighty years were taken for the establishment of 

eighteen universities, the number was more than doubled in just fifteen 

years! And as many as forty-three universities were founded only in the 

sixties, just one decade. The same is true of other types of 

educational institutions, especially the series of national laboratories 

and national research institutes spread allover the country, which are 

the creations of post-independence era. Libraries have grown in number 

and size along with their parent institutions. Never in the history of 

Indian libraries funds so large have been provided for books and 

periodicals. The 1 i brari es are swamped wi th new readi ng and research 

materials. The collections have grown at a tremendous speed especially 

during the sixties and seventies. Libraries have spent a major portion 

of their annual grants toward the purchase of back files of periodicals. 

A Un i on Catalogue prepared a decade ago had become totally obsolete 

within a decade even in the areas which it professes to cover. 

"National Union List of Serials" in India 

Now let us take an estimate of time, personnel, and expenditure 

needed to undertake a comprehensive project of a "National Union List of 

Serials" deposited in Indian Libraries. Several factors will have to be 

taken into consideration. The following questions concerning the 

coverage and the mode of preparation will have to be answered first: 
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Q. 

In 

COVERAGE 

1. How many libraries are to be covered? 

2. What types of libraries are to be covered? 

3. What are the subjects to be covered? 

4. What are the languages to be covered? 

5. What types of serials are to be covered? 

6. What countries are to be represented? ( i . e. 

the origin of the serial). 

MODUS OPERANDI 

7. Whether the serials are to be physically examined by 

working in participating libraries? 

8. Whether the serials are to be fully classified and 

catalogued? 

9. Whether the final form of the Union List (arrangement) 

is planned to be systematic (classified) or alphabetical? 

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS 

order to answer the above questions effectively 

unequivocally, some basic assumptions will have to be made: 

1. Back files of serials are the back-bone of research, 

without which no real research can be done, the research 

which lies at the very root of progress in every walk of 

life. 

2. In India today there is no Union List of Serials worth 

the name. 

3. There is ~ great need and demand for such a union list. 

4. It is advantageous and economical to do a comprehensive 

job in one sweep rather than piecemeal jobs in several 

stages. 1 

and 

If the above assumpti ons are accepted as the basi s, the questi ons 

presented above can be answered only the following way: 

ANSWERS 

1. Wherever there is a good collection of periodical5 

likely to be used by any research scholar it is to be 

1 This was written in 1960! 
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covered and reported. It is estimated that at least 

200 Indian libraries will be included in the Project. 

2. All research libraries are to be included. This will 

mean all university libraries, large collega libraries, 

libraries of all research institutions, libraries of 

national scientific laboratories, etc. 

3. The subjects to be covered are--General, Physical and 

Biological Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences-

the entire field of knowledge. It is to be an 

exhaustive, comprehensive list. 

4. The languages to be covered are--English, German, French, 

and Russian, because Indian libraries contain very little 

in other European languages. Additional languages to be 

covered only if adequate personnel is available and the 

nature of collections in certain libraries demands. A 

list of serials in Indian languages will be a separate 

project to be undertaken at a later date. 

S. Each serial, having any use for research purpose is to be 

included. 

6. As regards the country of origin of a serial, India, the 

United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and France 

are to be included. 

7. The serials are to be physically examined by working in 

the libraries. 

8. The serials are to be fully classified and catalogued. 

9. It is preferable to have a classified arrangement l 

in order to satisfy the subject approach of a research 

worker. However, there must be at least one 

alphabetical index. 

O~;g;n of ULLAS 

The Office of the India Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Program of 

the Foreign Service of the United States of America in New Delhi made an 

1 Observe my bias then for a classified arrangement! 
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experiment in this direction in 1958 by deputing one of its staff 

members to visit some universities in the south of India and to work 

there. He was not a graduate of any Ii brary school--not a trai ned 

librarian. but only a conscientious clerical worker specifically trained 

for the job in that Office. He was asked merely to copy out the records 

of the holdings relative to American serials. He had neither time nor 

instructions to examine the volumes physically. Nevertheless. he had to 

devote as many as eighty-one (81) days in the field just to reproduce by 

typewriter. the holdings of four Indian university libraries pertaining 

only to those periodicals which were published in the United States! 

His total expendi ture (salary. travel. and per di em) came to 

approximately Rs. 4.125/-. 

He reported that the records of the university libraries were 

incomplete. inadequate. defecti vet and ambi guous; nei ther were the 

serials cataloged nor classified by any uniform system; the mode of 

keeping the records differed with each institution. This Wheat Loan 

staff member corroborated the conclusion of the Committee. which 

prepared the Union Catalogue (Ranganathan). that it was neither possible 

nor useful to compile a union list of serials in India without 

personally visiting the libraries and working at each institution for a 

suffi ci ently long peri od. He reported. however. that the uni versi ti es 

gave full cooperation and showed great enthusiasm toward the Project. 

This experimental work enabled us to arrive at certain tentative 

deci si ons. It was calculated that a nati onal uni on Ii st of seri als 

would contain initially about 20.000 titles. take at least three years 

to complete. and cost approximately one half of a million rupees! There 

was a need to establish a permanent non-profit corporate body. 

representing all the groups interested in the Project. which would not 

only undertake. complete. and conti nue thi s uni on Ii st project, but 

execute many other bibliographical projects so badly needed in India. 

My paper summari zed above was used by Mukherjee in prepari ng his 

work i ng paper on the subject and in leadi ng the di scussi on on "The 

National Union List of Serials" at the Fifth and Final Wheat Loan 

Library Workshop held in Delhi in March 1962. Further discussion on the 
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subject will be found in the "Report" of the Workshop that appears here 

a little later. 

Lib~a~y Semina~ on Resea~ch in the Social Sciences 

A library Seminar on Research in the Social Sciences was held in New 

Delhi from 2 to ~ January 1959. Summing up its deliberations, Kumar 

said (library Seminar 1960: 196): 

The idea of bringing out a union catalogue of the 

periodical publications available in Indian libraries has been 

in the air for nearly 30 years now. The first concrete step 

in the direction was the publication of Ranganathan (S R) and 

others: Union Catalogue of learned Periodical Publications, ~ 

~ Physical and Biological Sciences, 1953. The second volume 

which was to cover <the> Humanities and Social Sciences never 

saw the light of day. 

The published volume of the Union Catalogue was mainly the 

result of a voluntary effort. It is impossible to repeat that 

performance in tha preparati on of the second volume; we need 

not go into the reasons here. The possible agencies who could 

contri bute towards making the "Un i on catalogue of learned 

periodicals and serials in the Social Sciences in the chief 

libraries in India" a concrete reality are: 

1. The University Grants Commission, 

2. The Ministry of Education, Government of India, and 

3. The Indian universities . 1 

The possibility of financing the project could also be 

explored by seeking help from the funds available with the US 

Wheat Loan Office, through the Ministry of Education. 

The Agency to administer the project, provided the 

necessary funds ara made available, could be either an ad hoc 

committee of the representatives of the principal libraries of 

India, or the Indian library Association, or a committee 

appointed by the University Grants Commission. 

1 Why the third, when they receive their grant from the GOI and the UGC? 
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Classi fi ed vs. alphabeti cal arrangement of entri es has 

been a constant source of controversy. There was some lively 

discussion at the seminar, but it was finally decided in 

favour of classi fi ed arrangement. We need not go into the 

controversy once agai n, because it would be putti ng the cart 

before the horse; the body responsible for it could make the 

most appropriate decision about the arrangement of entries. 

The above seminar provided an opportunity to many leading librarians 

of the country to express their views on the problems of preparing and 

publishing a union catalogue. Parthasarathy said (Library Seminar 1960: 

58) : 

Procedure for Compilation. The work of the compilation of 

a union catalogue has to be taken up by an organization or an 

institution which can employ technical personnel as well as 

provide finances for the purpose. <Where is such an 

organi zati on or i nsti tuti on?> Fi nanci al support for such a 

project has to come from government departments and 

participating institutions. The time lag between compilation 

and publication of the union catalogue should be as short as 

possible. Facilities should be provided for maintaining the 

union catalogue in card from up-to-date by receiving regularly 

the supplementary returns from the participating libraries. 

He added: 

The entri es ina uni on catalogue can be arranged in any 

one of the following sequences: 

1. Purely alphabetical arrangement; 

2. Alphabetical arrangement of main entries with a 

classified index by subject; and 

3. Classified arrangement of main entries with an 

alphabetical index. 

Parthasarathy made certain additional observations: 

The total number of periodicals in social sciences is ten 

times larger than that in the natural sciences. 

Periodical literature of social sciences has a longer life 

than that of natural sciences. 
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Ranganathan's Union Catalogue was financed by the Unesco, 

the Government of I nd i a, and a number of un i vers it i es in 

India, Ceylon, and Indonesia. 

Wheat Loan Library Workshops 

The Indi a Wheat Loan Educati onal Exchange Program of the Forei gn 

Service of the United States of America originated in 1951 when the U.S. 

Government loar;ed to India a sum of $190,000,000 to assist her in 

reli evi ng acute food shortage. It was sti pulated in the Law that the 

first five million dollars of the interest would be returned to India in 

the form of books, scientific equipment, and exchange of persons. 

The Program proved qui te valuable to Indi an Ii brari es and 

librarianship. Although it operated in many other areas also, such as 

scientific research, laboratory equipment, general education, curriculum 

reform, university administration, etc., the assistance to libraries 

proved the most valuable to the country because the Ii brari es and 

librarianship in India had not received full recognition till then. 

During the course of its operation, the Program provided 

approximately $1,700,000 in U.S. dollars for the promotion of libraries 

and librarianship in India. Of this amount nearly $1,400,000 were 

allotted for the purchase of books, $160,000 for study-travel grants to 

thirty-five Indian librarians for visiting the U.S.A., $40,000 to invite 

five American librarians to India, and $75,000 to provide Indian 

Government documents to selected American libraries. However, the value 

of the Program cannot be measured in terms of dollars and cents. Its 

impact was immeasurable, and the energy generated by it--it was 

hoped--would long remain active, because it helped to create a strong, 

vigorous, self-helping Indian library profession. 

Four library workshops for university, college, and research 

librarians in India were organized between December 1960 and April 1961. 

They provided a new experience to Indian librarians, who derived immense 

benefit from them. In March 1962 the fifth and final workshop was 

arranged to evaluate what had been achieved during the preceding period 

and to establi sh a permanent corporate body in order to conti nue the 

work begun at the previous four workshops. 
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Thi s follow-up workshop was also aimed to create favorable opi ni on 

in hi gh ci rcles for the i mplementati on of the deci si ons taken at the 

earlier workshops. Delhi being the capital of the nation, it was felt 

that the workshop would attract the attention of the powers that 

controlled the purse strings. And the results achieved fulfilled the 

expectations. Prominent educationists, librarians, and representatives 

of the Governments of India and the U.S.A. kindly associated themselves 

with the proceedings by attending the open sessions and addressing the 

group. All gave thier whole-hearted cooperation. 

During the workshop, the Constitution of the Indian Academic 

Libraries Association was adopted, and a Board of Officers representing 

all parts of India was elected. In addition, a permanent body of 

librarians, called the Indian Council for Library Development was 

formed. It was hoped that this Council would work for the development 

of libraries a~d librarianship in India. It was also decided during the 

Workshop that the Wheat Loan Messenger would be conti nued in the same 

form until it was taken over by the Indian Academic Libraries 

Association. It would then be renamed and made the official journal of 

the Association. 

Organizers of the Indian Council for Library Development also 

discussed the prospects of the Indian Academic Libraries Association and 

problems of Indian academic libraries with Dr. C. D. Deshmukh, the 

Vice-Chancellor of the University of Delhi, Mr. A. N. Dhawan, Education 

Officer in-charge of the Wheat Loan Program in the Ministry of 

Education, and Mr. N. H. Iyengar, Deputy Secretary, University Grants 

Commi ssi on. These offi cers were greatly impressed by the work done 

duri ng the fi ve workshops and the problems bei ng acted upon by the 

librarians. Mr. Dhawan suggested that proposals and plans being 

developed by the Indian Council for Library Development be submitted in 

writing so that official government action might be considered. 

Toward a "National Union List of Serials" in India 

This was one of my dreams in early 1960's. Although I had been 

vigorously trying to seek support for the compilation of an "American 

union list in India" because of my close association with the Wheat Loan 
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Program, yet India needed a comprehensive national union list of 

seri als, coveri ng all the subjects and all the ti tIes from all the 

countries of the world, on a national scale. "The Union List of Learned 

American Serials in India <ULLAS>" was planned to be quite limited in 

scope. The present and future demands of the total research community 

of India could be met only by a composition comparable to the Union List 

of Serials (Gregory) or the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals. 

Hence this subject was given due prominence in the organizational 

framework of the Fifth and Final Wheat Loan Library Workshop. 

The second day of thi s Library Workshop in Delhi was exclusi vely 

devoted to the "Union List of Serials." The report of the discussions 

and del i berati ons on the subject provi des us wi th an i nsi ght into the 

mi nds of contemporary library leaders of Indi a (Wheat Loan Messeriger 

1963: 36-48>' Most of the participants had made some contribution 

toward the development and promotion of some kind of a union list. 

Their views were helpful. As a result of these deliberations the Indian 

Counci I for Library Development became a real i ty. The Un i ted States 

Information Service in India granted Rs. 80,000/- to the Council on my 

request to complete ·the Ameri can Uni on List. Wi thi n the next fi fteen 

years, INSDOC prepared and publ i shed a seri es of uni on catalogues. The 

Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian Council of Soc i al 

Science Research came into being and published its own series of 

catalogues in Social Sciences. The librarians of the India 

International Centre compiled and published a Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals in Humanities and Newspapers in Delhi Libraries. Thus the 

workshop achieved some lasting results. Today, looking back upon those 

disturbing days, when the Wheat Loan Office was about to be closed and 

the fri ends of the Offi ce were qui te worri ed about the future of the 

"American Union List," we may feel happy that so much progress has been 

achieved in the meantime. 

D;scuss;on on Un;on L;sts of Ser;als 

A. K. Mukherjee, Librarian of Jadavpur University, was the 

discussion leader on the topic of the union lists. He had prepared a 
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good working paper with the help of some data provided by the Wheat Loan 

Office. 

The Joint Action Committee formed at the Jaipur Workshop (which was 

the fourth in the series) had already expressed its firm conviction that 

a National Union List of Serials was quite essential. The participants 

had resolved to bring out catalogues of the serials available in their 

own respective libraries and provide them to other libraries on a 

cooperati ve exchange basi s. They had also deci ded to supply a detai led 

report of their holdings of the American serials to the Wheat Loan 

Office to be incorporated into the Union List then being prepared by the 

Office. 

In hi s introductory remarks, the di scussi on leader made several 

significant points. The problem of the union list concerned all types 

of libraries. Western countries had given the lead. In India, too, 

some efforts were made, but their effect was quite limited indeed. 

Mukherjee estimated that the total number of serials was around 700,000. 

Ranganathan's Union Catalogue was being revised by INSDOC at the 

time. Indian Statistical Institute of Calcutta was about to release its 

own Catalogue. K. Bhattacharya had compiled and published the Catalogue 

of Scientific Periodicals in Calcutta Libraries. This was a revision of 

Kemp's Catalogue. Many other projects were under execution, but no 

attempt was made anywhere to compile a comprehensive and truly national 

union list of serials, covering all the major libraries of the country 

and all the subjects from A to z. 

Mukherjee's Plans & Proposals 

According to Mukherjee, the total number of libraries to be covered 

in such an exhaustivQ list would be around 800. In a Union Catalogue it 

was necessary to decide which titles to include and which to exclude. 

Compilers are also obliged to determine what type of arrangement would 

be most appropriate. 

With regard to the structure of the Union List, Mukherjee believed 

that the list might be absolutely alphabetical with a classified index 

by subjects. There might be another index by the languages of the 

serials, and lastly an index of the country of origin. 
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Mukherjee discussed the pros and cons of alphabetical vs. classified 

arrangement. Wi th regard to the contents and form of entri es, he 

recommended the following: 

Whatever returns wi 11 come to the central organi zati on 

must have a uniform entry. It must show the life history of 

the journal as a catalogue entry shows for a book; at the same 

time it must give details of the holdings that a library may 

have of the journal so that the locati on is possi ble--not 

merely the location of the title but of the actual volumes 

that are available in a particular library. 

With regard to the organization needed to compile and publish such a 

comprehensive national union list of serials, Mukherjee proposed that it 

should be a viable, centralized authority, with widespread cooperating 

units. There would be a central organization somewhere, say in Delhi; 

there would be regi onal centres; and fi nally the pri mary uni ts, the 

parti ci pat i ng 1 i brari es. Regi onal centres would get the returns from 

the unit libraries. The country would be divided into five regions for 

the purpose. 

Relating probably to the most important aspect of the 

problem--finance--the working paper of Mukherjee suggested that several 

ministries of the Government of India and the University Grants 

Commi ssi on would be the best sources. He di d not consi der anythi ng 

"wrong" in approaching international agencies like the Ford Foundation, 

because they were "extendi ng thei r hands to help Indi an 1 i brari es to 

find their way out of certain difficulties." Mukherjee was quite 

hopeful of getting the funds provided sound plans were prepared in full. 

He estimated that half a million rupees over a three year period would 

be needed to complete the project. 

Mukherjee also recommended that the regi onal staff would regularly 

visit the primary units (participating libraries) so that all the unit 

Ii brari es in the regi on would recei ve the necessary help. Thus he 

recommended di rect vi 5i t5 by the professi onal experts to assi st the 

cooperating libraries. 

H;ngwe P~esents H;s p~oblems 
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K. S. Hingwe of Poona University outUned the problems he had to 

face in tryi ng to prepare a uni on catalogue. The mai n problem related 

to personnel, in his opinion. It is very difficult to keep a man on a 

specific job for a long period. "Sometimes he leaves the job or goes on 

leave" and someone else has to be appointed to do his assigned task. 

Reliability of the list was the most important objective to be achieved 

from his point of view. It took him more than a year just to prepare 

his own list; not a union catalogue, but a detailed list of the 

periodical holdings of his own library. He had checked the Ust four 

times, yet there were numerous errors and irregularities. This just 

shows how difficult it is to prepare an authentic record of the holdings 

of even one university library in India. 

As to the "form" of arrangement, Hingwe found that the most suitable 

order would be along the 1 i ne of Ulri ch' s Peri odi cal s Oi rectory, that 

is, subject-alphabetical. 

Hingwe had prepared a union catalogue of selected Poona libraries in 

card form, 1 i sti ng 80-90 thousand volumes. But there was one defect. 

He was not sure of the authenti ci ty of the i nformati on, because the 

cooperating libraries did not have adequate staff to prepare and 

maintain up-to-date and correct records. 

Unless we have these basic 

product will not be reliable. I 

Hingwe said: 

lists correct, the 

am not gett i ng my 

final 

list 

pri nted because I am not confi dent about it. These are some 

of the problems which we are facing .... Our University had 

actually assigned a special man to go to those libraries and 

make entries. We prepared the entries and filed them; but we 

were informed by the participating libraries in reply to 

queries that they 

referred back to 

been prepared by 

never possessed such and such journal. We 

them and told them that the catalogue had 

a man who was especially sent for the 

purpose. Then we came to know that their own records were not 

correct. Afterwards we real i zed that it was necessary to 

check and verify the volumes physically. 

work we can improve. 
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Thus it becomes evident that at many participating libraries it will 

not be enough to copy the statement of thei r holdi ngs from thei r own 

records, but to physically check and verify the volumes by working in 

the stacks! Many universities did not have their own catalogues 

complete. Although they had the departmental libraries, their holdings 

were not recorded in a unified catalogue. 

Kuma~ on Cove~age 

Girja Kumar, the Librarian of the Indian School of International 

Studies, was another well-informed participant who made a significant 

contri buti on to the di scussi on. In hi s opi ni on a Uni on Catalogue was 

meant for a research scholar and, therefore, he wanted the coverage of 

the periodicals limited to those scholarly publications which were 

essential for research. He did not want to include in it all kinds of 

peripheral <ephemeral?> periodicals that were coming out in "this 

country" <India>. 

The work had to be done on cooperative basis. There was no use in 

attempti ng at that stage one comprehensi ve uni on catalogue of 

periodicals in all the subjects and all the languages available in 

India. INSDOC was already covering the sciences. He recommended that 

the efforts should be directed toward social sciences, the humanities 

and newspapers. Kumar gave priority to the last category. 

Classified A~~angement 

Kumar advocated a classi fi ed arrangement. "The 

not merely a location tool. It is also useful, 

uni on catalogue is 

especi ally in thi s 

country where the resources are so limited, in giving an estimate of the 

research material available on a particular subject." However, he 

recognized the difficulties involved in classifying the periodicals, 

because, to use Ranganathan's language, the foci are not sharp enough. 

Kumar said: 

Of course there are problems even in classification. I am 

prepared to admit this. There is the recurrent problem of how 

to classify a periodical! Take our journal Indi a Quarterly. 
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What is its focus? Is it political science, international 

relations, or contemporary general history? 

science journal? 

Is ita social 

With regard to the mechanics of collecting the data relative to the 

holdings of particular libraries, Girja Kumar recommended that a master 

1 i st be prepared and ci rculated among the cooperati ng 1 i brari es for 

reporting their holdings. 

Krishnan Advocates Classified Arransement 

A. Krishnan of INSDOC vigorously pleaded 

classi fi ed catalog as propounded by Ranganathan. 

for the cause of a 

He was engaged in 

bringing out a revised (second) edition of Ranganathan's Union Catalogue 

of Learned Peri odi cal Publ i cati ons, Vol. .l...:.. Physi cal and Bi ologi·cal 

Sciences (1953). Arguments advanced by Krishnan were only the 

reproducti ons of what Ranganathan and hi s di sci pIes have repeatedly 

propounded in their writings and talks. 

Classified ~ Alphabetical Arrangement. No one has ever made any 

comparative or systematic study of the relative time involved in 

locating a periodical through a classified catalogue on one hand and an 

alphabeti cal one on the other. Kri shnan sai d that in the absence of 

such a study, the experience at INSDOC should be taken as the guide. 

Undoubtedly INSDOC has made an extensive use of the classified 

catalogue, mainly because they did not have any other source, especially 

for India. It is but natural that if the machinery is only one that is 

to be used for a speci fi c purpose, the worker wi 11 get used to it 

whether it is intrinsically good or bad. All the functions and 

objectives served by Ranganathan's Catalogue can very well be served by, 

say, INSDOC's own series of catalogues. 

Krishnan advanced the view that only "learned" periodicals should be 

included. Ranganathan calls hi s catalogue as the Uni on Catalogue of 

Learned Periodical Publications .ill. South Asia. What is "learned?" It is 

difficult to say how the compilers would judge whether a particular 
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title is "learned" or not. 1 He cited Girja Kumar's views in his own 

support and ordained: "No 'Film India' should get a place in the 

catalogue." We cannot agree wi th thi s categori cal statement. Seri als 

are subscribed to by the libraries on the recommendations of responsible 

authorities such as the teaching faculty, charged with the duty of 

judiciously selecting the publications needed by the users of the 

library. This point was well made by Deshpande and Hingwe in their 

discussion on the subject. Hingwe reported that many times he 

considered a journal as useless, while it was regarded a very valuable 

source for research by a specialist in that specific field. 

Learned vs. Popular 

let it be noted as an aside that PiH makes an indirect reference, 

maybe in a critical vein, to the occurrence of the qualifying 

epithet--"learned"--in the Catalogue of S. R. Ranganathan, or maybe 

even in UllAS. As far as the latter is concerned, this Union list was 

conceived only as UlAS--Union list of American Serials! The acronym had 

no specific meaning. On the other hand, UllAS in Hindi meant "joy." So 

this name was preferable. But how to insert one more "l"? Well, the 

word "learned" came to our mind and the baby (yet to be born) was named 

UllAS! The word "learned" was an afterthought, an insertion, and we had 

no idea of excludi ng even a si ngle ti tIe ei ther on the basi s of its 

contents, or on our own judgment as to whether a particular title was 

"learned" or "non-learned." We included each and every title that was 

reported by the participating libraries. 

contents--scope 

What to Include and What to Exclude? Thi s bri ngs us to a cruci al 

question: Whether the compilers of a union list have any right to 

exclude certain titles just because, in their opinion, those titles 

happen to be non-learned? Kri shnan si ngled out a ti tIe called Fi 1m 

India. He did not give full details of the publication. However, a 

Jack Wells: "Serial titles of 'research value' are not necessarily 

'learned'." In a letter to the author, dated 22 August 1977. 
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cursory glance through the pages of the Union List of Serials (3rd ed.) 

brings before us hundreds of titles on "FILM." New Serial Titles (1950-

70) lists almost 150 such titles. Even the Accessions List India: 

Quinquennial Serials Cumulation (1976) published by the Library of 

Congress Offi ce in New Delhi, shows two ti tIes comparable to "Fi 1m 

India." The Office purchases multiple copies of these serials and gets 

them deposi ted in about twenty-ei ght research 1 i brari es allover the 

United States. 

Comp;ler Has No Choice 

In our opinion it is not the function of a compiler to determine 

whether a particular title is to be included or excluded. His catalog 

being a union catalog, each constituent element of the periodical 

collection preserved in participating libraries has a right to get a 

place in it. The true criterion should be the decision of a specific 

library to subscribe to a journal and then keep it permanently on its 

shelves inbound form. If the 1 i brary has gone to that extent, the 

compiler has no right to use his own judgment and force his own decision 

down the throat of an unwilling participating library. The decision is 

left to the individual library. If the library has decided to make that 

specific title an integral part of its permanent collection and if the 

uni on catalogue is to be a true mi rror of the holdi ngs of all the 

participating libraries, the compiler has no choice but to include it in 

his union catalog. Let it be understood that the compilers have full 

authori ty of excludi ng a whole class or a type of seri als, such as 

annual reports, house organs, or cheap ephemeral publications, but the 

policy should be objective and not subjective. For example, Ranganathan 

restricted his union catalogue to scientific periodicals only. SSDC of 

ICSSR restricts its reporting to social sciences, while the PiH covers 

only the humanities. ULLAS was limited by the country of origin, i.e. 

the U.S.A. 

Data Collect; on 

Certai n aspects of the problem evoked unan i mous support from the 

participants. The consensus was not to rely upon the data supplied by 
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the participating libraries. Every compiler had found that a large 

number of libraries provided incorrect and incomplete information. The 

same phenomenon holds true with regard to the extent of cooperation from 

the participating libraries. It is lacking in many respects. Some 

libraries are too slow; others do not provide the listing of their 

holdings at all in spite of numerous reminders. 

Explaining the difficulties in collecting the reliable data, 

Krishnan said: 

If it was a library in Delhi we mi ght have veri fi ed the 

holdings. We cannot send our staff for collecting this 

information from allover India. If it is within Delhi we may 

even go one step further by helping the compilation of their 

own catalogue. 

For example, there was a case in point of one of the local 

libraries. It belonged to a very important organization. It 

had valuable resources. But volumes were just kept in 

bundles. This was no reflection on the librarian or on the 

institution . <!> They had no help. So the INSDOC sent some 

of its staff members, who collected together the volumes from 

wherever they were lying. A list was compiled. The 

authorities of the Institute 

was just about to celebrate 

publish the "catalog" as a 

occasi on. 

Library Cooperation 

Subsequently Krishnan stated: 

were qui te pleased, because it 

its Centenary. It decided to 

special publication for that 

The other baffl i ng problem is the ti me taken by those 

libraries. They are willing to do it. They write to us very 

often that they would be doing it within the next month, but 

they never keep up to schedule. Some of the libraries have 

taken 18 months to send their returns. 

The compilers of ULLAS had similar experiences. On behalf of the 

Wheat Loan Office, Nagar said: 
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"Messrs Girja Kumar, Krishnan and Hingwe, all these specialists, who 

have actuallY done this work, have presented their points of view, their 

difficulties and experiences, which are all very useful. As a Wheat 

Loan employee, I have done some work on a "Uni on List of Ameri can 

Serials" and my experience is the same that has been yours, because we 

are dealing with the same institutions, we are living in the same 

country, same atmosphere." 

A corporate Body Essent;al 

Wi th regard to the questi on as 

compiling the union list, Nagar 

to who should do the 

supported the view 

work of 

of the 

discussion-leader, A. K. Mukherjee, that we must aim at a body, a 

corporate, permanent body, a body which would sustain. Nagar rejected 

the idea of expecting associations to do the work because they cannot 

secure the necessary funds. The inability of the Indian Library 

Association for many years to compile the union catalogue, pathetically 

narrated by Ranganathan in his Union Catalogue, was an evidence in point 

to prove that this work is beyond the capacity of library associations 

with no foundations, as is the case in many developing countries such as 

India. The first problem is how to procure the necessary funds and that 

could be achieved only through a corporate body. Nagar observed: 

"We must aim at a body, a corporate, permanent body, a body which 

will sustain. There have been some suggestions about the Association. 

Associations are all right, if they are able to do this work; but the 

finance is a problem which the associations cannot secure. If we have a 

central agency we may get enough funds. That finance can be given to an 

association is a theory only, but in practice the associations by 

themselves will not be able to secure the desired funds. That is the 

experience of Ranganathan, which he has described in the Introduction to 

his Union Catalogue. We should get the benefit of the experience of our 

predecessors. He has reported that to get money is very difficult. The 

Indian Library Association had been trying for so many years, for 

decades, but wi thout any success. Even Ranganathan was not able to 

bring out the Catalogue the way he wanted. He was forced to publish it 

with all its shortcomings. 

- 48 -





EARLY ATTEMPTS IN INDIA 

The Quest;on of F;nance 

"So the first problem we have to tackle is to secure the necessary 

fi nance and for that purpose we must have a corporate body. Thi s 

morning some members of the Joint Action Committee were talking to Mr. 

Herbert Berthold, the present Cultural Affairs Officer of the U.S.I.S., 

i ncharge of the Wheat loan Program. He told them that the USIS was 

interested in thi s "Ameri can Uni on list of Seri als . " As you already 

know, Miss Holt l and the Wheat loan Office had been trying for a long 

time to prepare this "Union list of Serials." In the very beginning of 

the Wheat loan Programme, there was a suggesti on from the Mi ni stry of 

Education to compile a union catalogue of books acquired under the Wheat 

loan Programme. Miss Holt said: 'No, it is not possible . It will be a 

huge project and it would not be as useful as a Union list of Serials." 

But the Ministry of Education, due to reasons best known to themselves, 

did not agree . So the matter was dropped. Then just as a hobby, or you 

may say out of her own enthusiasm, she decided to start on her own. She 

went around the country and met so many librarians. They were all 

enthusiastic about it. Then she resolved: 'I am going to compile a 

Union list of American Serials.' Of course, as representatives of the 

Wheat loan Office we could not go beyond an "American" list. 

An Amer;can Un;on L;st 

"We sent our representative to four institutions of higher learning 

in South India. Their librarians fully cooperated. lists of serials 

with details of holdings properly recorded were obtained. These became 

the nuclei. We prepared a ci rcular and sent it to about 70 1 i brari es 

allover the country. Since the Wheat loan Office had to deal with only 

those institutions which had received the Wheat loan grant, our circle 

was limited. However, we had covered almost all the major libraries of 

Indi a. Most of them cooperated wi th us . About 18 or 20 have not yet 

sent thei r returns. Now you wi 11 be pleased to know that the total 

number of sets represented in our Union list is about 8,000. There are 

Miss Beatrice H. Holt, Cultural Affairs Officer of the U.S.LS., 

In-charge of the Wheat loan Program. 
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about 2,000 titles and 65 libraries are represented. As a Wheat Loan 

employee and as a representative of the Wheat Loan Program, I am very 

much worried and my officers too are worried. We strongly believe that 

there must be some corporate body to take charge of this; otherwise, the 

work done so far will be completely wasted. Not only will it not be put 

to use, but the amount of time, money, and energy we have invested in it 

will be rendered completely useless. We are very much concerned. This 

Library Workshop is called the Fifth Library Workshop, but it is also 

the final library workshop under the Wheat Loan Program, and before you 

disperse, you must be able to find out, and I am sure you are trying to 

find out, some agency, some kind of organization which will continue 

this work. If nothing better happens, we have already talked to Mr. 

Parthasarathy, Head of INSDOC. He has ki ndly agreed to take charge of 

this. Of course, he is not directly interested in the periodicals which 

do not relate to the sciences; but he has promised us that if the Wheat 

Loan Office could compile a list of periodicals, he would get it 

mimeographed so that it would be available to other libraries. We feel 

a special responsibility, a kind of urgency about it that the libraries 

whi ch have done so much work in prepari ng thi s list should not be 

deprived of the fruits of their labour. So, before the Wheat Loan 

Office is completely closed by the end of this June <1962>, we want that 

we are able to complete thi s work, or it is taken up by some other 

agency. Some such arrangement must be made. 

ULLAS Assured Emergence 

"One visitor to this workshop said one day: 'What is this? We had 

heard that the Wheat Loan Programme was dead. You are still here! What 

are you doing here?' I said, 'You know the lamp, the oil lamp? Before 

it finally goes out, you see, there is a sudden flare. This is the 

flare of the dyi ng Wheat Loan Programme. But we sti 11 have hopes that 

this lamp will light some other lamp and then die . 

"So, this is a great responsibility. The Joint Action Committee of 

the Wheat Loan Library Workshop must do somethi ng, so that the work 

which we have brought to this point is continued and completed." 
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EARLY ATTEMPTS IN INDIA 

Working together, we founded the Indian Council for Library 

Development. The USIS in India granted Rs. 80,000/- to complete the 

project. It was done and the Union List of Learned American Serials in 

Indian Libraries (ULLAS) was finally published in 1966. A detailed 

account of this enterprise--a nerve-racking undertaking--is presented in 

the succeeding pages . 
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ULLAS under ICLD 

C HAP T E R IV 

TRAGEDY AND TRIUMPH 

Sect;on I: The Tragedy 

The account of the preparation and publication of the Union List of 

Learned American Serials in Indian Libraries <ULLAS> under the auspices 

of the Indi an Counci I for Library Development is an epi c saga of 

terrible tragedies, heart-rending frustrations, yet ultimate triumph, 

proving the truth of the maxim that perseverance pays! The United 

States Information Service in India had agreed to grant Rs. 80,000/- to 

any organization designated by me. Since I had been an employee of the 

USIS, I could not accept the contract personally for two more year-so 

Otherwise, the contract might have been drawn in my name and the project 

completed within a year and with total success. 

1962 that it would take more than two years 

project? 

Corporate Body Founded 

Who could know in June 

just to initiate the 

It was necessary, under the ci rcumstances, to create a corporate 

body that could undertake not only this, but, maybe, many more 

bibliographical projects in the years to come. It was my hope that 

ULLAS would be the first project only and not the last one as well. A 

corporate body implies several individuals, a constitution, and by-laws, 

etc. I drew up a constitution and selected seven librarians from all 

over India to constitute the Executive Board. A leading librarian of 

Delhi was nominated to be the President. 

The D;lemma: USA or Ind;a 

With the termination of the Wheat Loan Office in June 1962, I had 

joined the class of "unemployed" in a country such as India, where 

unemployment has been so very hi gh all along and there is a lot of 

nepotism, favoritism and corruption in hiring and firing. I could not 

stay in Delhi any more. I had submitted my proposal for the Union List 

Project to the USIS long before the Wheat Loan Office was closed. I had 

requested a minimum of Rs.265,000. I was not sure whether the USIS 
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would grant any funds at all! Even if they di d, I could not ascerta in 

how much. My colleagues in the Wheat Loan Office thought I had lost my 

mi nd! They bel i eved that the USIS could never grant funds of that 

magnitude for such ~ project. 

Since my job with the Wheat Loan Office was to be terminated by June 

1962, I had been trying for some other jobs. Fortunately, the Enoch 

Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, MD (U . S . A.) offered me a splendid 

opportunity. I mc;de all the arrangements for my departure. The 

passport, visa, exchange--everything was ready. I was about to fly when 

I received a cordial invitation from the National Design Institute, 

Ahmedabad, to establ ish and develop thei r new art library. It was an 

excellent opportun i ty--a challengi ng assi gnment. The Inst i tute had 

enormous funds. I could not resi st the temptati on of layi ng the 

foundations of a library of art in India which might become one day the 

National Art Library of the country. 

I decided to stay in India and forego the golden opportunity of 

working in such a fine American public library as Enoch Pratt. It was 

my compelling desire to complete the Project ULLAS. That was possible 

only if I continued my stay in India. But I could not stay in Indi a 

without a full-time, regular job. So the NOI job came as a boon. 

preliminaries for ULLAS 

Although the USIS had announced the grant even before June 1962, the 

formalities of founding a new corporate body, where so many librarians 

living in distant corners of such a vast land as India were involved, 

could not be easi ly completed. But for my fi rm determi nati on to 

complete the Project ULlAS in the most successful manner, and my deep 

commitment to the profession, I would have quit the project and gone to 

the U.S.A., the NOI job notwithstanding. However, I decided to fulfill 

my promise made to the USIS. They had given the grant at my request. I 

had promised them that I would complete the project if they granted the 

funds. They had played thei r role honorably. It would have been a 

sheer betrayal on my part not to fulfill my end of the bargain. 
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Some Perplex;ng Problems 

However. 

employed in 

the Presi dent 

Ahmedabad. 

of 

The 

scattered allover the country. 

the Counci I lived in Delhi. I was 

members of the Executive Board were 

Some of them were reluctant to extend 

the kind of cooperation needed for such an international bibliographical 

project. Generally a grant is recei ved only by a well-establ i shed. 

running institution. Here the Council had received such a sumptuous 

grant even before it was born! Some members of the Board were unable to 

put service before self. They were born and brought up in bureaucratic 

env ironment. They themselves were runn i ng bureaucrat i c machi nes. The 

Wheat Loan Office (USIS) had spoiled them by giving them red-carpet--VIP 

treatment and by showing them "America". They were not able to make any 

distinction between the USIS Operation proper and a professional 

assignment undertaken by a service organization such as ICLD. which had 

received only less than one third of what was truly needed and 

legitimately asked for. 

The Staff 

Our greatest problem was the unavailability of trained. experienced. 

and dedicated staff. Rs. 20.000 were provided in the budget for the 

total staff in the belief that the ICLD would pay the salaries according 

to the following schedule: 

Senior compiler 

Junior compiler 

Library Assistant 

Steno 

Rs. 400/- p.m. 

250/- p.m. 

150/- p.m. 

200/- p.m. 

whi Ie in actual practi ce we found that experi enced compi lers were not 

available on any salary. We had to pay as much as Rs. 600/- to the 

first Senior Compiler. who could be hired only in July 1964. Still he 

did not stick to the job and left us at the very first opportunity he 

got to secure a permanent job even on a lower salary. 

Obstacles in the Path 
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Thus the main obstacle in the progress of the work was the 

difficulty in getting the needed staff. Because of the temporary nature 

of the posts offered, no person was wi 11 i ng to take the ri sk . Job 

hunters in India prefer a permanent job even at a lower salary, because 

the jobs are so few and aspi rants too many. And if forced by 

circumstances, someone joined a new organization such as the Council, he 

would leave it as soon as he secured a permanent position . This was the 

definite conclusion arrived from the total experience gained during the 

entire period of preparing the List. It adversely affected the progress 

of the project, because quite a good deal of time was taken by a new 

person in picking up the work, and as soon as he became somewhat useful 

to the organization, he departed. The next person naturally took quite 

a good deal of time in learning the techniques and adapting himself ~o 

the work done by his predecessor. The continuity was thus severely 

interrupted. A person who has done some work knows better where he 

stands. 1 It was hoped that the staff would st i ck to thei r jobs on 

professional grounds and that the work would be finished in time. 

However, this hope did not materialize. There were terrible, 

indescribable difficulties. 

Mr . K. B Gauri was requested to take charge of the work as the 

senior compiler. His minimum demand was Rs. 700/- per month plus free 

accommodat i on. We agreed. A s des i red by him, we wrote to his 

Vice-Chancellor to allow him to work with us on "deputation." The 

Vi ce-Chancellor turned our request down. Thi sis only one example of 

the problems we faced all along. 

No trained and experienced librarian was willing to resign his job 

and take up a temporary position howsoever high a salary the ICLD might 

offer. Furthermore, Indi an 1 i brary authori ti es do not generally spare 

thei r regular employees to take up any temporary assi gnments even if 

they mi ght be able to help such a valuable bi bl i ographi cal proj ect in 

this manner. 

What personnel we could obtain were mostly inexperienced fresh 

graduates from the college, who wanted some kind of a "waiting room" for 

1 cf. Hingwe's statement at the Wheat Loan Library Workshop (1962). 
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getting a permanent job. They needed a good deal of training before 

they could perform such highly technical jobs involved in compiling a 

Union List. 

Delay. Delay and More Delay 

The ULLAS proposal was submitted to the USIS in May 1962. The 

sanction for Rs. 80,000/- was received in June 1962. And the Contract 

between the USIS and ICLD was si gned on 25 June 1963--almost a year 

after the funds were sanctioned! 

The cheque for the fi rst installment of payment amounti ng to Rs. 

12,000/- was handed over to the President on 12 October 1963. The ICLD 

was regi stered as a soci ety on 12 March 1964. The USIS cheque was 

cashed on 12 April 1964. Then alone the funds were made available. 

In spite of our best and all-pervasive efforts, we could not get the 

staff. Adverti sements in the newspapers proved useless. Personal 

appeals to our colleagues in the professi on to spare thei r assi stants 

went unheeded. The staff was our Problem No.1. Housing for the Office 

in Ahmedabad was another problem. But the latter was solved, though 

after a great deal of struggle. 

Lack of Cooperation 

The President of the Council went abroad in April 1964. The 

Executive Director (MLN) faced a lot of difficulties in getting the 

Council established in Ahmedabad where he was employed in another 

institution. His services were totally voluntary and honorary to the 

Council. No remuneration of any kind whatsoever was paid to him, 

al though it was provi ded for in the budget! Some members were anxi ous 

to hold a meeting-- but they expected the ICLD to provide the air fare 

and all the rich allowances given earlier by the USIS--before anything 

could be finalized. Even for the selection of the staff, they wanted us 

to undergo all the formal i ti es generally observed by the Uni on Publ i c 

Service Commission and the Bureaucratic Government for big civil service 

jobs. They insisted that quotations (bids), etc. must be obtained 

before they could allow any purchase of the equipment or furniture, etc. 

- 56 -





THE TRAGEDY 

Fortunately, the President had sanctioned an initial expenditure of 

Rs. 12,000/- for the equipment and furniture. The constitution had 

provided that "the President may authorize the Director to incur 

expenditure up to Rs. 300/- without his previous sanction." This clause 

proved to be the saving grace in pushing the work forward. This was the 

only si lver 1 i ni ng in the dark cloud of thi s all-pervasi ve, patheti c 

situation. 

P~og~ess of the Wo~k 

Systematic and regular work on ULLAS was initiated at the ICLD 

Office in July 1964 when the first Senior Compiler joined us. The next 

joined on 4 September 1964. He was deputed to Delhi on 19 September 

1964. The fi rst one resi gned on 8 October 1964 to accept another 

permanent library position. The only Office Secretary of the ICLD, who 

was also trained by us for doing some technical work, resigned and left 

the Council on 30 October 1964. This is the problem we face when we run 

a temporary office! 

Up to the end of November 1964 Rs. 6216/89 were spent on the staff. 

Of this, as much as Rs. 1387/09 were spent on the first compiler alone. 

Hardly any work was done until December 1964. The third compiler joined 

on 10 December 1964 and the fourth on 15 January 1965. The second 

secretary joined on 3 February 1965. The fourth compiler left us within 

a few days. Probably he was too good to be able to work wi th other 

employees whose true color appeared a little later! 

Even in the middle of February 1965, we were still searching for a 

steno! We had not succeeded in our attempts even at that late stage. 

Systematic and substantial work on ULLAS could be said to have begun 

only in January 1965. 

Lack of Discipline 

Up to and i ncludi ng February 1965 we had spent a total of Rs. 

11,186/68 on the staff. Our expenditure on staff was the highest during 

January/February 1965 because we wanted to complete the work as early as 

possi ble in order to bri ng out a pi lot edi ti on by the end of February 

1965. We allowed overtime to the regular employees and hired some extra 
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part-time assistants. However, this 

proved inadequate and unsatisfactory. 

(over-time and part-time work) 

Rather it led to corruption! It 

became a cheap way of earning money. I was a full-time employee of 

another institution and could not be in the ULLAS Office except on my 

own time--Iate evenings, early mornings, and holidays. I concluded that 

it was extremely difficult, if not impossible, to run any office under 

such adverse circumstances. 

no self-restraint. 

The Problems Pers;st 

There was no discipline at all. There was 

What has been stated above clearly demonstrates that the money is 

not the absolute solution to all the problems. Otherwise, the wealthy 

people in the world would have had no problems at all! In spite of the 

availability of funds, we could not make any satisfactory progress. The 

lack of adequate personnel--honest, sincere, and hard-working 

staff--proved to be the greatest obstruction in our path of progress. 

Even after the problem of personnel was solved to a certain extent, 

we had to face many other problems with regard to the collection of the 

data and their organization. 

Problems ;n Data Collection 

While worki ng in the Wheat Loan Offi ce, we had found that the 

libraries did not report their holdings in any satisfactory manner. For 

example: 

a. There was no systematic or uniform way of reporting the 

volumes and years; 

b. Titles were not properly recorded; 

c. No differentiation was made between the "volumes lacking" 

and "volumes incomplete" statements; 

d. No proof-reading was done of the list; there were many 

typographical errors; 

e. There was a good deal of delay in sending the lists; and 

f. Many lists were totally useless. 

All these facts demonstrated that some librarians were not 

interested at all in contributing their due share toward the Union List. 
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Maybe they di d not have the resources to meet our standards. It was 

natural, therefore, for us to conclude that our efforts would not be 

fully rewarded unless and until we visited the libraries personally. We 

had provided for this in our original budget, but we got even less than 

one third of what we had requested. 

The work done on UllAS in the Wheat loan Office up to June 1962 had 

been only a "labour of love" on the part of the Wheat loan staff. We 

had realized even then that in order to develop the Ul in all its facets 

and to bring it out into its full form, an independent office and full 

time staff were needed. As propounded in the Bhagavad-Gita, we in the 

WlO believed that we had done our dharma (duty) by making a start and 

showing the way of compiling a union list. We were not worried as to 

what would be the result. And that is the end of the story as far as 

the Union list and the Wheat loan office are concerned. 

Plans and Bas;cs 

We at the Wheat loan Office had worked also on the principle that it 

is a sign of wisdom to utilize the work already done in the field and 

not to experiment with new forms, or to start something ab initio 

without any sound reason. Therefore, the Union list of Serials of 

Gregory was used as the basis of the form and content of the entries as 

well as their arrangement. But this was at the WlO. later on we had to 

adopt the lC for economy, fuller description, and other advantages. 

Fortunately, in Ahmedabad the National Union Catalog of the library of 

Congress was available in a local library and we made a very extensive 

use of this vast treasure-house of bibliographic records. 

We estimated that there were at least one hundred large libraries in 

Indi a whi ch had valuable collecti ons of Ameri can seri als that could 

prove useful for research, and that the fi nal UllAS would report the 

holdings of approximately one hundred libraries, pertaining to at least 

5000 ti tles, represented in about 12,000 di fferent sets of peri odi cals 

constituting 120,000 volumes. 

A good deal of editing had to be done even for the returns already 

collected by the Wheat loan Office. Due to some reasons, which need not 

be detailed here, the returns already received in the Wheat loan Office 
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were either typed on individual yet unmanageable thin sheets of paper of 

8 1/2x 11" size, or they still remained untouched in collective 

(cumulative) large lists. It was necessary to re-type all these returns 

on 3 x 5" cards for total flexi bi 1 i ty. Thi s was especi ally needed 

because the Indian Council for Library Development was committed to keep 

the ULLAS as an up-to-date reference tool and to bring out its 

supplements and revi sed edi ti ons as frequently as possi ble. It was 

estimated that approximately thirty-two new institutions would have to 

be approached for gi vi ng us fresh data on thei r holdi ngs of Ameri can 

serials. 

Or;g;nal Budget 

Originally we had estimated that the total expenditure would be as 

follows: 

a. Salary 

b. Travel and conveyance 

c. Per diem (allowance, etc.) 

d. Administration (including 

reference book5, supplies, 

correspondence, and postage, etc.) 

e. Establishment (rent, furniture, 

equipment, etc.) 

f. Printing and paper 

g. Meetings and conferences 

h. Miscellaneous expenditure and 

contingency reserve 

Total 

Rs 60,000 

30,000 

50,000 

30,000 

20,000 

60,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Rs.260,000 

(Two hundred and sixty thousand rupees) 

With thi5 estimated budget, the U.S.l.S. was requested to grant us 

Rs.260,000/-, but they agreed to give only Rs. 80,000/- and asked us to 

manage within this amount, if possible. Although it was realized that 

it would not be practicable to visit all the libraries personally and to 

prepare a comprehensi ve list wi th thi s reduced amount, yet both the 

grant and the responsibility were gratefully accepted by us so that the 
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maxi mum possi ble work could be done wi thi n the amount made avai lable. 

We were faced with a clear choice: Take whatever is available, or 

abandon the Project altogether. 

alternative . 

I could not accept the latter 

Paucity of Funds 

Accordingly, the following time-table and the budget for the 

available amount were worked out . 

PROGRAMME FOR IMPLEMENTING THE "ULLAS" PROJECT 

stages and Financial Needs 

Time 12 Months--March 1963-February 1964 

Total Amount Available: Rs.80,OOO 

It was proposed to implement the Project UllAS in three stages as 

follows: 

STAGES IN THE PROJECT AND THE WORK TO BE PERFORMED 

Stage/Work 

I. Collecti on of Data 

(Returns of holdings) 

II. Compilation of the 

list (Organization 

of material) 

Time needed 

5 months 

4 months 

Period 

March to 

July 1963 

August to 

Nov. 1963 

Dec. 1963 to 

Feb. 1964 

Note: "The Proposed Budget" appears as Appendix A. 

III. Production ( i . e. 

Printing & publishing) 3 months 
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As stated above, the real work on ULLAS began only in January 1965. 

All the earlier work even taken together could not be called a full-time 

work of more than six months. Some experience had already been gained 

by the previ ous work, whi ch helped the new staff to work ina more 

satisfactory manner and to cover the new ground with substantial 

knowledge of the "why" and "how" of every step taken. 

status of Work as of June 1962 

The following figures show the incompleteness of the work done up to 

June 1962, (when the USIS grant was sanctioned) as well as the nature, 

scope, and extent of the work which remained yet to be done: 

Total number of libraries requested to send their lists 

to the Wheat Loan Office 68 ' 

Libraries represented in UL 

Not represented in UL 

45 

23 

Number of returns (reports of holdings) secured 

Through a Wheat Loan staff member 4 

7 

3 

Directly in 1959 

Directly in 1961 

In response to WL request 

Total sets of serials represented 

Interfiled 

Not interfiled 

Titles verified and systematized with the 

help of Gregory's Union List of Serials 

Titles consolidated 

Nature of the Work 

31 

3,706 

2,973 

45 

6,679 

1,788 

400 

The work done in the Wheat Loan Offi ce was nei ther systemat i c nor 

continuous, because no special staff or funds were ever made available. 

It - was an extra work, done by the WLO, usi ng the avai lable staff 

whenever some could be spared. It was more or less a pi lot project 

intended to demonstrate the usefulness of the work and to be used as a 
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means for getting a special grant to undertake it in a systematic 

and to complete it in an exhaustive manner. 

Participating Libraries 

way 

Originally. the selection of libraries for participation in the 

project was not based on any special value of their holdings. but on the 

cordiality of relationship with the librarian of the respective 

institution. The libraries which did not receive the Wheat Loan grants 

were not even approached because the Wheat Loan Office. being a foreign 

organization in India. could not establish direct contact with an Indian 

i nsti tuti on wi thout the concurrence of the Government of Indi a. Thi s 

the Wheat Loan Office did not want to do because of the red tape. Among 

such unrepresented libraries may be mentioned the names of the Asiatic 

Society of Bengal in Calcutta and the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 

Society. Some of the best collections of American serials had not yet 

been represented. because of the lack of staff. or some other cause 

obtaining in a particular library. The librarians of such institutions 

were willing to let the Wheat Loan Office have the information about 

their holdings. provided the Office deputed their own staff to do the 

work. In thi s class of 1 i brari es may be included the names of the 

Indian School of International Studies and the Indian Institute of 

Public Administration. both in Hew Delhi. 

Direct Data Collection 

All those who have ever been associated with the compilation of a 

union list of serials in India have concluded without an exception that 

most of the returns received through correspondence are not reliable and 

that it is necessary. therefore. to visit the libraries personally and 

to verify the actual volumes. before they are reported in a union list. 

In order to make the ULLAS truly representati ve and correct, it was 

originally proposed to depute a team of catalogers to the participating 

libraries. 

But we could not secure adequate funds to depute our own staff to 

1 i brari es and get the correct and complete i nformat ion. Thus we were 

left with no alternative but to prepare a "Master List" and to circulate 
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it among the participating libraries with the request that they note 

their respective holdings against each title held by them. This was 

also the unanimous opinion of the participants of the Fifth and Final 

Wheat Loan Library Workshop held in Delhi in March 1962. Therefore, we 

decided to prepare a mimeographed "Master List" in the form of a pilot 

edition and to circulate it among the participating libraries for their 

recording and verification. 

L;brary cooperat;on 

The Council could only request the libraries to send their lists of 

serials and the statement of holdings. Whether to comply with the 

request or not was the prerogative strictly of the potentially 

cooperating libraries . In spite of continuous reminders (in some cases 

even three!) the ICLD di d not recei ve the data on holdi ngs from many 

important Indi an 1 i brari es. Even the Library presi ded over by the 

President did not send its report on the holdings until the very last 

minute! 

Whi Ie carryi ng on the correspondence and awai ti ng the recei pt of 

returns at the ICLD Office, the staff could not remain idle. Therefore, 

all the entries received from the Wheat Loan Office were systematized 

and consolidated. Although originally the functions of Stage I and II 

were kept separate, these turned out to be vi rtually overlappi ng, and 

both the jobs of collecting the data and compiling the list, i.e. their 

consolidation, proceeded simultaneously. 

Data Collect;on through Correspondence 

We began by sending a circular to 

participated in the Wheat Loan Program. 

those libraries which had 

The Circular I introduced the 

Indian Council for Library Development and requested libraries to send 

the names of other important libraries in their locality. 

The Counci I was establ i shed wi th a vi ew to render all types of 

bibliographical and library services. At that time, there was no 

up-to-date current li st of Ii brari es in Indi a, wi thout whi ch we could 

not address our ci rculars. Therefore, as a prerequi si te to compi ling 

the ULLAS, we had to get an exhaustive list of libraries in India 
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prepared. Hence, we requested the "known" libraries to inform us about 

other libraries known to them but still unknown to us. We had planned 

to prepare it as a natural concomitant to our union list and publish it 

as a supplement to our ULLAS. 

After a list of 294 important libraries was prepared, a Circular was 

sent to these (non-Wheat Loan) institutions introducing the Council, 

together with a statement on its aims and objectives, and asking their 

librarians to contribute their share to ULLAS. 

The ULLAS was conceived as an alphabetical list. The entries were 

to be serially numbered and there was to be a subject index. It was 

estimated that the final edition would comprise five hundred pages, each 

containing about ten entries. It would be reasonably priced and the 

proceeds would go toward issuing supplements and revised editions. In 

case the cost of paper and pri nti ng through letter-press exceeded the 

available amount of Rs. 25,000/-, the ULLAS was to be issued only in 

mimeographed form. This was necessitated by the fact that the USIS had 

given us less than one third of what we had asked for! In any case the 

pilot edition was planned to be issued only in mimeographed form. 

C;~cula~ Lette~ to Wheat Loan L;b~a~;es 

Appendix B reproduces all the ci rcular letters sent to all the 

participants beginning with 14 July 1964. 
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Part 11: The Tr;umph 

Request for Extens;on 

The work could not be completed wi thi n the ti me sti pulated in the 

ori gi nal agreement wi th the USIS. We had to request for an extensi on. 

On 15 March 1965, we submitted a memo to the USIS for extension of the 

peri od of contract. We tri ed to justi fy our request and argued why 

extension was essential. We started with a statement of objectives. 

Objectives: 

A. Our goal has been to compile and publish a comprehensive 

Union List of Learned American Serials deposited in all 

the major libraries in India. 

B. The list will be helpful to the maximum possible 

degree. It will contain approximately 3000 titles. 

C. It will give reliable and exhaustive data pertaining to 

the serials listed, and the information thereof will be 

correct, complete, and current. 

D. The Union List will contain uniform entries for all the 

titles. 

E. The entries will be organized in such a systematic manner 

that they will facilitate all types of approaches through 

cross references and indexes. 

F. Serious attempts will be made to resolve all the outstanding 

problems. 

G. The Union List will become a List of Serials as well as a 

guide for cataloging the serials, especially for those 

libraries which do not have adequate staff, or have never 

catalogued the serials in such a systematic and exhaustive 

manner. 

The ori gi nal proposal made to the USIS in June 1962 envi saged a 

minimum of one year for the total work. Of this one year, approximately 

six months had already gone, taking the beginning in September 1964. 

Hence we estimated that the project would take at least nine more months 

to be completed if we wanted to achieve the most satisfactory results. 
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In other words, it was hoped that the f i nal ULLAS would be released on 

February 22, 1966. 

In order to achi eve the above objecti ves, a new stage, i nterveni ng 

stage II and stage III, was contemplated. This was called "Editorial" 

and was to comprise the following jobs: 

1. Collecting complete cataloguing data from every available 

source including personal visits to some libraries . 

2 . Completing all the entries. 

3. Cataloguing all the entries according to the latest 

principles and practices of the ALA Catalogue Code 

and the Rules for Descriptive Cataloguing at the Library 

of Congress. 

4 . Assigning co-existensive Dewey Decimal class numbers to all 

the serials. 

5. Preparing subject and geographical indexes. 

6. Making cross reference entries and incorporating them 

into the main sequence. 

7. Reviewing, revising and editing the entire work in order to 

make it exhaustive, systematic, authentic, uniform, and most 

helpful from every point of view. 

8. Producing a Pilot Edition in mimeographed form . 

9. Circulating the Pilot Edition among all the participating 

libraries for verification, correction, and completion of 

their reporting on holdings. 

10. Overviewing , finalizing, and preparing the final press 

copy. 

We explained to the USIS that there were many important libraries in 

India which were still outside the scope of ULLAS . If we wanted to 

include them, it was absolutely essenti al that our staff vi si ted at 

least some of them for collecti ng thei r data on holdi ngs, as well as 

getti ng the latest i nformati on. Thi s work too was planned to be done 

during the intervening stage E. 

The USIS contract did not provide for full cataloging of the 

serials . This was the most time-consuming job in the compilation work. 

We had set for our goal something over and above what was provided for 
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in the Contract. If we wanted our Union list to be the first of its 

kind in India, if we wanted it to meet the standards set in the preamble 

to the original proposal, then we must allow some extra time, so we 

argued. 

We approacned the USIS for extending the time limit of the contract. 

We di d not ask for any extra money. We promi sed to manage wi thi n the 

amount already provided for. We just wanted to have some extra time. 

It was necessary to make some adjustments and extend the schedule. In 

no way did this affect the contract. The USIS agreed to the extension 

of the time-schedule, because this enabled them to have a better Union 

List with the same amount that was already sanctioned. 

Fortunately, Mr. Dave Donovan, the then Cultural Affai rs Offi cer 

Incharge of the USIS Contracts, such as the Project UllAS, had visited 

our Offi ce in Ahmedabad just a few months earl i er. tie had 

systematically inspected all our work and was fully satisfied with the 

progress we had made inspite of all the problems and obstacles we had 

faced all along and were still facing. 

Mr. Donovan's report to the Presi dent of the Counci I was hi ghly 

grati fyi ng, whi ch the latter had relayed to us in Ahmedabad. Thi s was 

truly a silver lining in the dark overcasting cloudy environment just 

depicted. This report became the savior of the ICLD and of the Project 

UlLAS. It strengthened my hands to an enormous extent. It made the 

edifice of ULLAS so strong that it could weather the destructive storm 

that blew over it a little later as narrated below. 

organizational Bug 

The greatest weakness of the whole organi zati on and machi nery was 

that there was no strong supervisor during the day who could control the 

staff by his position and expertise. I could not be in the ULLAS Office 

during the regular office hours, being an employee of another 

Institution. Everyone was his own master in the absence of a real 

master. We had been tryi ng to get a seni or, capable person from the 

very beginning, but WQ could not succeed at all. The true supervisor is 

one who knows all about the job and is able to direct, guide, correct, 

and lead. There was none there so capable. All the coordinate limbs 
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Unless all the 

There has to be 

There are many 

cheat in the 

examination if there was none there to check and restrain them. There 

has to be a supervisor, an overseer. 

Under the circumstances, I requested my wife, Sarla Devi Nagar, to 

step in. Her presence i tsel f there was a deterrent for the staff and 

made them gi ve some+;hi ng in return for what they recei ved from the 

Council. Of course, most of the staff did not like her presence there, 

but they had no choice. 

We continued our work in such adverse circumstances. I devoted all 

my own time and Mrs. Nagar too contributed her best as a member of the 

staff. Yet the conflict continued. There was no smooth sailin9. The 

work was done to a certain extent, but I was not fully satisfied. 

Good Bye, Ahmedabad 

In summary and retrospect, we are di stressed to declare that no 

union list project would have ever suffered so much and been subjected 

to so many hardshi ps. It is a very depressi ng story of struggle and 

strife. The power and wealth both lay in New Delhi. The staff was 

supposed to work on the proj ect in Ahmedabad. In spi te of my best 

efforts, I could not get honest, sincere and reliable staff. What I got 

were mostly mercenari es and anti -professi onals. The faci 1 i ty to earn 

cheap money made them corrupt. I had myself drafted the constitution of 

the Council. I had placed substantial power in the hands of the 

Executive Director, who was required to execute all the affairs of the 

Council. I had also provided some remuneration for the Project 

Director. However, the President, who had all the talents and resources 

of the law School of the University of Delhi at his disposal, altered my 

proposed draft constitution to such an extent and in such a manner that 

the position, authority, and status of the Executive Director were 

reduced to merely those of a clerk, nay, even worse! The so-called 

Executive Director had to bear all the responsibilities, but without 

possessing any authority whatsoever. The staff were fully aware of this 
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anomalous situation. They took undue advantage of it. But for my deep 

professional commitment and the promise that I had made to the USIS, I 

would have given up the project long, long ago. 

Ultimately, I was left with no choice but to close the Office at 

Ahmedabad and relieve the staff of their work. My association with the 

ICLD and my voluntary work on the project cost me my job at the National 

Design Institute. The villain of the drama secured my job at the 

National Design Institute! The evil forces tried their best--rather 

worst--to destroy all the records (data) of ULLAS collected over a 

period of five years, but they were saved with the help of my friends. 

Back to Delhi (Dill, calo) 

The enti re "machi nery" was di smantled and kept in the storage for 

some time. Subsequently it was shipped to Delhi, where it was 

reassembled by me a little later. A new office was organized. A fresh 

staff was appointed. They all came from the University of Delhi through 

the powers of its Librarian. 1 I trained them. They learned the art and 

craft of the union listing operation, and were able to function 

satisfactorily. I worked in Delhi vigorously for about five months. It 

was a real work, substantial work, gratifying work. I had no source of 

income in India any more and I was already holding an appointment with 

the Un i versi ty of Mi ssouri - -Columbi a (USA), Under the ci rcumstances, I 

was obliged to leave India at the end of December 1965. The President 

of the Counci I too wanted that way. However, I was hopeful that the 

work would be continued and completed in due course of time. 

1 Thi sis the correct way to do the work. The rest is merely creat i ng 

problems and causi ng frustrati ons . What we di d not get all thi s very 

long time, we got now. What we could not do all this long time, we 

were able to do now . Thi sis a great lesson we learnt! Thi sis the 

great lesson we would like to pass on to the next generation: Do not 

undertake to compile a union list--a cooperative, collective, group 

enterprise--without first securing the staff from a well-established 

institution through the courtesy of its head, who could release his 

own staff for a temporary work without any loss to them. 
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The work was first accomplished in Delhi and then in ludhiana 

primarily by those who were trained by me and were my true friends. The 

UllAS was finally published in 1966. And so it did come out. It was 

proved once again beyond any shadow of doubt that perseverance pays. 

But UllAS could not come out the way it was ori gi nally planned, 

because of the ci rcumstances beyond my control. For example, I had 

planned to provide a subject index, but it was not done . However, it was 

the first attempt of its kind in India. It turned out to be the most 

exhaustive and systematic union list ever published in India. It still 

rema ins ina class by i tsel f. Nei ther the work of INSDOC nor that of 

SSDC can compare with it in regard to the detailed and systematic 

information it gives. 

The "Introduction" to UllAS notes: 

The Union list of learned American Serials in Indian 

libraries records 2584 serial titles. Initially over 500 

libraries were requested to send their reports on holdings, but 

complete data could be collected from only 161 libraries given 

in the list on pages xiii to xvi. Publications of the United 

Nations and its agencies, though published in the United States 

are not included . 

Identification and Rendering of Entries: The entries have 

been identified and established mainly from the library of 

Congress C3talog (l.C.C.). For some entries not found in the 

l. C. C. , the undermenti oned sources have been consul ted . 

Reference has been given to the source consulted for any 

specific information, not readily ascertainable, such as the 

date of origin of a serial, the change of titles and the like. 

(a) Union list of Ser i als (Gregory), 

(b) New Serial Titles, 

(c) British Union Catalogue of Periodicals, 

(d) Ulrich's Periodical Directory; and 

Ce) Union list of American Periodicals in Italy.l 

1 Once again Italy leads in preparing a Union list of American Serials! 
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A few of the entries which could not be traced in any of 

the above-mentioned sources have been established on the basis 

of the information furnished by the co-operating libraries. 

The entries in the List have been rendered according to the 

A. L . A. Catalogi ng Code and the Library of Congress Rules for 

Descriptive Cataloging with certain modifications wherever 

necessary, particularly in respect of punctuation, 

abbreviations and connecting symbols, and signs of omission. A 

special feature of this Union List is the 2295 cross references 

from the alternative titles and sponsoring bodies (commercial 

bodi es excluded). In order to make the "See" and "See also" 

entri es di sti ncti ve, the "referred from headi ngs" have been 

rendered from the first indention and the "referred to 

headings" from the second indention. Similarly"S" of "See" . 

and "See also" has been capitalized. 

Code Names used fo r Co-ope rat i ng Libra r i es: The code name 

gi ven aga i nst each library consi sts of combi nati on of letters 

si gn i fyi ng the state, ci ty/town and the fi rst letter of the 

prepotent/individualizing word of the library/institution, e.g. 

Guntur Medical College, Guntur (Andhra Pradesh)--its code name 

is AGM, where A stands for Andhra Pradesh, G for Guntur and M 

for Medi cal. The names of the states begi nn i ng wi th the same 

initial letter are also individualized, e . g. Madhya Pradesh 

(M), Madras (Ms), Maharashtra (Mt), and Mysore (My). The same 

practice has been followed for the cities/town having the same 

initial letter and situated within the same state, e.g . , Uttar 

Pradesh (U), Agra (UA), Aligarh (UAh), and Allahabad (UAl)' 

Lower case letter have been added to avoi d synonyms and to 

bring the libraries within a geographical area together. 

Recording of Holdings: The holdings in this Union List are 

recorded in terms of volume numbers, but where the 1 i brari es 

reported their holdings in years only, they have been given in 

terms of years. Volume numbers are not preceded by any symbol, 

whereas issue numbers are preceded by the abbrev i ated form 

"nos." 
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Various problems connected with the recording of the 

holdings have been solved in the following manner: 

Ca) Different sequences of volume numbers of a serial 

published in more than one series are given in succession but 

separated by a ";" wi thout usi ng "ns" or "s2." In case the 

holdi ngs of a library start wi th a new/second seri es, though 

there is a preceding series of the serial existing, symbol "ns" 

or "s2" has been used. 

Cb) Size of the holdings: While consolidating the library 

holdings, we came across many cases where the holdings if fully 

reported would have run to fi fty-si xty symbols. It was 

uneconomical to reproduce all the minute details. Accordingly 

an upper limit of 12 digits, which was later increased to 25, 

was prescribed . Any holding going beyond this upper limit is 

enclosed in circular brackets "C)", which denotes a set of 

complete, mi ssi ng and/or incomplete volumes. Thi sis done to 

economize the notation, e.g. the following report of holdings: 

1-9<11>-19,21,24<28>-29,35,37,49-50,121-122, 

125<127>-<129>-170<172> is simply represented by: C1-172). 

Where the number of mi ssi ng and/or incomplete volumes are 

usually fraction of the set, the following procedure has been 

adopted: 1-70C3v) <2v> It means a set of volumes consisting 

of 1 to 70, wherein 3 volumes are missing and 2 are incomplete. 

Cc) Subscription signs: 

Ci) "+" is used to denote the continuity of a 

subscription in a library. 

Cii) "," after the end volume of a holding 

indicates that the library has dis

continued the subscription, though the 

serial is being still published. 

Ciii) Th~ end volume of a library-holding followed 

by neither a ,,+" nor a "," shows that there is 

no indication whether the library is still 

receiving the serial or not. 
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Cd) Break in the sequence of volumes: "," denotes a break 

in the set e.g. 1-20,27. In this set volumes 21 to 26 are 

missing. 

(e) Continuity in the sequence of volumes: "-" denotes 

continuity, e.g. 1-20. 

complete. 

In thi s set, volumes 1 to 20 are 

Cf) Incomplete volumes: "<>" sign is used to show 

incomplete volume/5, e.g. 1-<20> means the library has complete 

volumes from 1-19 but volume 20 is incomplete. 

(g) Holdi ngs in terms of years: The century number is 

omitted from the last year of a continuous sequence, e.g. 

1962-65 represents 1962-1965. Where there is a broken 

sequence, the century number is repeated, e.g. 1962-63, 1965. 

Some 1 i brari es di d not i ndi cate the conti nui ty of 

subscription. If the end year is relatively recent, i.e. 1964 

or 1965, a plus sign is added . If the end date reported by the 

library is earlier, the sequence is treated as discontinued. 

For quick reference, tables giving explanations in brief of 

the various symbols and abbreviations used are given from page 

xi to xi i . 

Key to Symbols 

+ 

() 

<> 

" " 

? 

Currently received 

Complete, incomplete and/or missing 

Incomplete 

Discontinued 

Break in sequence 

Continuity in sequence 

Uncertain 

Omission 

India's National Union List of Serials 

list 

As 

of 

an aside I might add here that a "Comprehensive national union 

serials in India" still remains a dream. I had already 

di scussed its need at the Fi fth and Fi nal Wheat Loan Library Workshop 
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held in New Delhi in March 1962. It was my dream then. It iss till my 

dream--even today! 

Al though, some progress has been made si nce then, yet there is no 

co-ordination, no uniformity, no consistency, and no centralization of 

the work done so far. The goal of the preparation and publication of a 

comprehensive national union list of serials in India is still far far 

away. INSDOC covers only the sciences (physical and biological). SSDC 

takes up only the social sciences. The field of the humanities remained 

like an orphan--totally neglected--until an enterprising individual 

librarian took it. However, his work is confined only to Delhi, and is 

extremely poor in quality as well as quantity. 

Let it be emphasi zed that both the INSDOC, and followi ng it the 

SSDC, have proceeded on the basis of state and region. 

further complications by arbitrarily dividing 

publications into two classes--serials and periodicals. 

SSDC has created 

the periodical 

The work of 

SSDC is thus unnecessari ly spread over 32 volumes and entai Is as many 

sequences. 

Nevertheless, it is grati fyi ng to note that the INSDOC is movi ng 

toward the right direction in this respect. They are creating a 

comprehensi ve data base (see thei r "Introducti on" to Catalogue of West 

Bengal) in computer-readable form and have already covered a wide area. 

ULLAS still remains a class by itself, at least in India, let it be 

reiterated with all the strength and confidence at our command. 

We are presenti ng in the followi ng pages some speci men pages from 

and related to our previous product ULLAS (The Union List of Learned 

American Serials in Indian Libraries. The first few pages present the 

real specimens of detailed entries from the composition. 

We have stated repeatedly that our phi losophy of uni on 1 i sti ng is 

founded on the pri nci pIe of exhausti veness of the data. On pages 

following the specimens of real ULLAS, we have given some specimens of 

the "other" school of thought, where the information provided is truly 

skeletal--totally 1 i faless! Thi s shows the real contrast between what 

they believe and what we believe. 

And finally we have presented specimens of one of our dreams which 

was never fulfilled. We had mentioned earlier that though ULLAS was 
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finally published, it did not come out the way it was originally planned 

by us. We wanted to provide it with a subject index. This was not done 

by my successors and followers. 

Two points should be noted with regard to ULLAS specimens. 

1. That I had developed this philosophy of comprehensiveness a 

generation ago. 

2. That I had not yet developed the necessity for data manipula-

bility when I composed ULLAS. I had planned to assign rigid 

cardinal serial nos. to the entries. 

3. Also to be noted is the fact that the present pages are produced 

in the USA in 1986 and the originals of ULLAS were the products 

of "market place," a routine run printing press in New Delhi, 

whose standards may not come on par with 1986 of the USA. 
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DETAILED ENTRIES OF 

REAL ULLAS (Specimens) 

National 

NATIONAL Education Association of the NATIONAL Federation of Post Office Clerks. 

United States. National Commission See 

on Teacher Education and Profession

al Standards. 

See 

The Journal of teacher education. 

The Union postal clerk; devoted to 

the interest of the postal service 

and post office clerks. 

NATIONAL Gastroenterological Association. 

NATIONAL Education Association of the See 

Research bulletin. v.1-

Washington. 

1923-

v. illus. (inc!. maps) tables. 

diagrs. 25cm. (v.1, no.1: 23cm.) 

Five nos. a year, 1923-1942.--4 

nos. a year, 1943-

Vol.1, no.3 without title and 

numbering. 

No number was issued for May 1933. 

Supersedes its Bulletin. 

MsU 6, 8-9, 12-14 

NATIONAL electrical contractor. 

See 

Electrical construction and 

maintenance. 

NATIONAL Electrical Contractors 

Association. 

See 

Electrical construction and 

maintenance. Qualified contractor. 

NATIONAL Electronics Conference. 

Proceedings. v.1- 1944-

Menasha, Wis., the Author. 

- 77 -

American journal of gastroenterology. 

NATIONAL geographic. v.1- 1888-

Washington, The National Geographic 

Society. 

v. 

Title varies: 1888-1959, National 

geographic magazine. 

AHU <53-98>+ 

AsGU (29-111)+ 

ATU 115+ 

AWU 67+ 

BPC (82-94) 

BPU 90-92, 100-109, 

114+ 

DAg 107-110, 112+ 

DE 79-102,105-

116, 118-119, 

121+ 

DIn <17-113> 

DU 18-76, 78, 80-

83, 85-98, 100+ 

MtBU 

MtBW 

MtNU 

MtPAn 

MtPD 

MtPF 

MtPM 

MtPU 

MyMU 

PCU 

PKU 

RJU 

(49-111) 

99-110, 

113-122, 

124 

85-116, 

121 

(57-124)+ 

77+ 

1943+ 

105+ 

97+ 

64+ 

65-78, 95+ 

123+ 

(66-101)+ 
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v. i 11 us. d i a g r s . 22.5 cm . 

MtBTe 

WCNP 

5, 7-15 

2-9 

The NATIONAL farm journal. 

See 

Farm journal and country 

gentleman. East ed. 

National Federation of Financial 

Analysts Societies. 

See 

The Financial analysts journal. 

NATIONAL Federation of Modern 

Language Teachers. 

See 

Modern language journal. 

GBU 57-65, 67+ RPT 59-78, 96+ 

GVU 123+ UAhU 1906+ 

KTU 69-70, 92-<122- UDA 124+ 

123>+ 

MSU 104, 111-118 

MsAU (59-108) 

MsCT 101-103 

MsK (19-110) 

Ms-M 19-110 

Ms-O 89-<95>+ 

MsP 63-82 

MsU 53-101 

MtAU 119, 121-124, 

127+ 

MtBA (43-118)+ 

MtBF 113+ 

MtBP 1964+ 

MtBTe 1-108, 117 
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UDG 

UDO 

UKS 

ULU 

URU 

UVU 

WCA 

WCG 

WCJU 

WSU 

1945+ 

120+ 

116 <117>+ 

45-86, 88-

90<114>+ 

91, 93, 96, 

98, 100, 

105-113 

107+ 

92+ 

101+ 

38-90 

1935-38 

<1939-41>+ 





THE TRIUMPH 

ULLAS (Specimens) 

The WORKERS monthly. 

See 

Political affairs; a magazine 

devoted to the theory and practice 

of Marxism-Leninism. 

The WORLD, a monthly magazine 

devoted to philosophy, science, 

religion; Eastern thought, 

occultism, theosophy and the 

brotherhood of humanity. v.l-

1904-

New York, Theosophical Pub. Co. 

v. plates. port. diagrs. 24cm. 

AWU <1>3<4>-<10> MtPU 5-6, 8-16 

KTU 16+ MyDU 1-<15>+ 

MSU 17+ MyMU 2-7, 9-12 

WORLD affairs. 1837-

Washington, American Peace Society. 

v. illus. ports. 21.5-30.5cm. 

Quarterly, 1837-Mar. 1838.--monthly 

(irregular) June 1838-Apr. 1929.-

quarterly, Aug. 1929-

Irregularities in volume numbering. 

Supersedes-the American advocate of 

Peace. 

Title varies: 1837-45, the Advocate 

World 

Title varies: 1930-Apr. 1932, Quarterly 

journal of science, religion, philosophy. 

--July 1932-July 1955, World Affairs 

interpreter. 

Publisher varies: 1930-, Institute of 

Religious Science and School of Philosophy. 

--1931-Apr. 1932, Science-Religion

Philosophy Pub. Co.--1932- the Los Angeles 

University of International Relations . 

--by the University of Southern 

California (Oct. 1955- under the 

auspices of the School of International 

Relations>. 

DIn (4,6,11-13,15-22.26) 

-30 

WORLD agriculture. v.l- 1952-

Washington, International Federation cf. 

Agricultural Producers. 

v. 28cm. quarterly. 

Began publication in 1952 of U.P.D. 

PKU 12+ 

The WORLD Calendar Association. 

See 

Journal of calendar reform. 

WORLD farming. v.l- 1959-

Kansas City, Implement and Tractor 

of Peace.--1846, the Advocate of peace International Corp. 

and universal brotherhood.--1847- v. 

the Advocate of peace.--the American 

advocate of peace and arbitration. 

American advocate of peace.--Mar. 

1932, Advocate of peace (cover 

title, Mar. 1920-Mar. 1932, Advocate 

DAg 2+ 

WORLD Medical Association. 

See 

World medical journal. 

WORLD medical journal . v.l-
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of peace through justice). 

DIn 117-121, 123+ 

DU 115, 117, 119+ 

GBU 118-121 

KTU 116+ 

RPT 124+ 

WORLD affairs interpreter. 

See 

World affairs quarterly . 

WORLD affairs quarterly. v . 1- 1930-

Los Angeles, School of Interna

tional Relations of the University 

of Southern California. 

v. 24-26cm . 

New York. 

v. 29cm. bimonthly. 

Official journal of the World Medical 

Association. 

English, French and Spanish. 

MtPAn 2- 8 

PKM 3+ 

RJM <5>+ 

WORLD mission . v.1- 1950-

New York, Society for the Propagation 

of the Faith. 

Title varies: v.1, no.1, 1950, 

Mission studies. 

Supersedes-Mission Academia studies. 

MtBX 2+ 
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121 

AMERICAN machinist. 

DSt 1956<1957- MsT 99-<102-104>+ 

KT 

122 

AMERICAN 

AHU 

ATU 

AWU 

BPU 

DU 

123 

58> 

97-102,104-

<106-107>+ 

journal of 

12 

37-45, 47 

<1-2>+ 

33+ 

1+ 

MyBE 13v.<July-

Aug. 1963>+ 

botany. 

MsA 1+ 

MsCA 

MsMU 1-41 

WCU 1+ 

ANNUAL review of psychology . 

GAU 2, 6 - 12 OCU 1-9 

KTU (1950-55) RJM 8, 10 

MtBU 1+ ULU 1-11 

124 

ARCHIVES of pediatrics. 

MtBM 

125 

BUSINESS management. 

MsU 1957+ MyBs 19+ 

126 

CHEMICAL reviews. 

AWU 13+ MyBS 37, 40-41 

131 

Industrial and engineering chemistry. 

Analytical edition. 

132 

AGM 1961 

AHU 26 

ATU 27+ 

AWU 21+ 

AsG <19-33) 

DR 

DU 

MS 

1-18 

1-25 

33-43, 45-49 

MtBT 1+ 

MtNU 40 

INTERNATIONAL journal of psycho

analysis .. . 

DU 30+ 

133 

INTERNATIONAL journal of sociometry 

and sociatry. 

MyDU <2>+ 

134 

JOURNAL of American Water Works 

Association . 

135 

DR 45-52 

KT 52+ 

MsG 24, 45 

RPT 53-55+ 

URU 1956-60 

WKT 1945-46 

LAND economics; a journal of planning, 

housing and public utilities. 

DPA 35+ 

GVU 37+ 

MsA 1-12, 18-22 

MsU 13-23 

1 The entries presented above are truly "skeletal"--have no life in them. Some 

compilers and even the granting agencies would like us to do this much alone, 

nothing more , not at all! Well, we don't subscribe to their ideology no 

matter whether we receive the grants or not. We stand firmly on our ground. 

We shall continue to preach and practice full cataloging. 
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DU 1<6-55>+ MyDU 59+ 

MSU 1+ PCU 1-18 

MsA (2-57)+ RJU 1-58 

MtAU 1-60+ WCB 56<57> 58+ 

MtBU 16+ WCU 12-<36>+ 

127 

FOREIGN policy bullati n. 

GAU 38 WCN 1955-59 

128 

GEOPHYSICS; a journal of general 

and applied geophysics. 

AHU 20<21-22> 

24+ 

AWU 15+ 

129 

GERIATRICS. 

130 

MyBM 1963-64 

RJM <7-8>-13 

GERMANIC review. 

MtNU 1964 

UVU 1-22 

WCU 22+ 

ULM 5+ 

KT 37+ 

136 

MANAGEMENT science. 

137 

MtBT 1+ 

MyBS 4+ 

MtNU 29-38 

WKT 1-2 

MILITARY surgeon; a journal of the 

Association of Military Surgeons 

of the United States. 

138 

ULD 108-<117>- ULM (101-117) 

<121>-126 

NATIONAL Education Association of 

the United States. Dept. o~ Secon

dary School Principals. Bulletin. 

CI 20-39 

139 

OIL distribution news. 

MyBS 30+ 

140 

PAGASUS. 

MsT 1951-57 
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PLANNED INDEX OF ULLAS 

AGRICULTURE ENGINEERING 

AGA 35, 87, 354 AKP 18, 85, 113, 543, 821, 1384 

AHA 35, 234, 352, 461 ATE 85, 333, 651, 1279, 1795, 2436 

AHS 234, 645, 835, 1009 AWS 113, 333, 651, 1591, 2189 

AHUR 3, 354, 736 BDI 18, 113, 543, 821, 2189 

AWU 635, 947, 1009, 2314, 2514 BDM 118, 353, 651, 1279, 1384 

AsCE 35 BMU 85, 333, 448, 651, 821, 1795 

AsGU 354, 484, 736, 1009, 2001 BPR 18, 448, 1279, 2436 

AsJA 243, 736, 837, 1009 BSI 448, 953, 2631 

BPU 635, 837, 925 DAS 18, 118, 250, 651, 1384, 2189 

DU 35, 534, 726, 827, 938, 1009 DET 250, 1279 

JSU 39, 92, 748 JGR 2189 

MsCA 36, 253, 354, 575 MIP 113, 250, 651, 821, 2189 

OCR 647 

PLA 364, 758 GEOGRAPHY 

RUE 364, 746, 938, 1009 AHP 52, 177, 327, 555, 728, 1771 

AHN 177, 555, 1380, 1632, 2140 

BOTANY AVS 177, 327, 728, 935, 1331, 1771 

AHR 24, 536, 736, 928 AsGU 52, 93, 3271 

AWU 34, 132, 342, 1928, 1992 MsE 555, 1771 

BMU 24, 132, 243, 546, 746, 839 MUS 327, 555, 481, 1632 

DU 24, 36, 1321, 827, 930, 1829 MyBE 52, 93, 177, 555, 1331, 1771 

JSUU 24, 625, 2001, 1987 RGE 93, 481, 1331 

MsU 353, 436, 736, 1002, 1231 RUE 481, 555, 728, 1188, 2581 

OCR 253, 354, 637, 839 UAU 177, 481, 555, 728, 2140 

RUE 364, 632, 736, 920, 1002 weE 93, 555, 2140 

UAU 36, 728, 374, 829 

UVU 24, 35, 736, 928, 1002, 2132 GEOLOGY 

WCB 352, 635, 726, 910 AHJ 15, 69, 351, 675, 1127 

AHN 69, 228, 521, 567, 1725 

CHEMISTRY AHUE 228, 351, 1725, 2385 

AKE 13, 253, 354, 576, 784 AWU 521 

AHS 34, 564, 674, 2931 BMU 15, 675, 1127, 1451, 1888 
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AVM 

BBI 

BPR 

DU 

289, 453, 675 

45, 675, 847, 937, 1928, 2132 

364, 968, 1928, 2121, 2312 

324, 534, 819, 1982, 1999 

DU 

GAP 

PCE 

RUE 

31, 228, 351, 567, 1888, 2770 

351, 472, 675, 1127, 1478 

1127, 1888, 2541 

351 

JSU 21, 534, 984, 1726, 1827 

HISTORY 

ECONOMICS AHM 111, 227, 449, 1199 

AHN 38, 321, 327, 851, 1763 AWU 227, 845, 449 , 1339, 1872 

AVM 321, 387, 863, 1763, 2521 AsGU 845, 1339, 2170, 2231 

BBI 38, 213, 321, 851, 863 AsJA 34, 89, 111, 449, 1339 

BPU 86, 119, 213, 551, 863 BMU 34, 227, 449, 845, 1872, 2231 

DU 38, 86, 119, 213, 551, 1763 BPU 89, 227, 449, 1991 

GBC 86, 119, 213, 863, 1961 DU 34, 89, 227, 449, 661, 2231 

JSU 119, 851, 2277 KTA 89, 449 

KTC 38, 119, 327, 551, 775 KTM 845, 1872 

MtAe 119, 213, 321, 863, 1763 MNA 89, 449, 661, 845 

RUE 38, 775 MNM 34, 2231 

UKS 119, 321, 851, 863, 2521 RPE 227, 449, 661, 845, 1339 

WCA 38, 213, 863, 1763, 2277 RUP 661, 1339, 2231, 2762 

WCM 213, 551, 2521 WCT 89, 661, 845, 1738 

This "Planned Index" remained a dream only. It was never realized. 

That was a blessing in disguise. The idea was basically unsound. 

We learn as we go on! 

Man grows in knowledge as he advances in age and gets more 

experience. Today looking back upon the entries in the "planned" index, 

we find that it was full of faults. 

First of all the entries in the main part were serially numbered! 

That is totally wrong in view of our developed knowledge and experience. 

It goes against all the principles that we have evolved since then. 

Then, no inquirer would want to know which specific institution 

holds which specific titles in, say, Agriculture! Generally the query 

would be: How many and which institutions hold a specific title? 
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Therefore, the arrangement ought to have been Subject-->Title--> 

Institution, rather than Subject-->Institution-->Title! 
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RECENT ATTEMPTS IN INDIA 

INSDOC Union Catalogues 

The Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre of New Delhi has 

published a series of union catalogs, which totaled seventeen by 19761. 

These follow a uniform pattern and are guided by a specific philosophy. 

The compi lers have used the term "seri al" ina wi der sense of the 

term, covering publications of indefinite duration, appearing in 

sequence (either regularly or irregularly) under a common title, 

("Explanatory Remarks," Un i on Catalogue: Geologi cal Survey of Indi a 

Libraries, INSDOC, 1969), Here we see a marked distinction between the 

philosophy as propounded by Ranganathan and followed by his disciples in 

theorizing "why," "what," and "how" of the Union Catalogs of periodical 

publ i cat ions on one hand and that of the INSDOC on the other. INSDOC 

catalogs have used the term "serial" to denote all types of periodical 

publications, i.e. "periodicals" as well as "serials." They follow more 

or less the American philosophy, because the British prefer the term 

"periodical" for all types of continuous publications. These include 

not only journals but also Reports, Proceedi ngs, Transacti ons, 

Bulleti ns, etc. of Learned Bodi es, Government Departments, Conference 

and Symposia proceedings, etc. They also cover a number of "House" 

journals and some popular pUblications. 

INSDOC catalogs are bi-partite, not of Ranganathan's type, where the 

main part is arranged by an artificial language of ordinal numbers, but 

of the western type, where the main entries are arranged strictly by the 

alphabet. In INSDOC catalogs the main part features titles with their 

1 No attempt has been made to bring the statistics up-to-date because of 

lack of time and matter. Maybe we are able to generate adequate 

monetary resources by the promotion of these publications. If they 

are used and prove useful we may bring out the revised second edition. 

Until then our readers will have to remain satisfied with the past! 

They can mentally and momentarily go back to the age gone by! That is 

history. 
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RECENT ATTEMPTS IN INDIA 

The other part consists of various 

Titles are rendered along the lines of the World List of Scientific 

Periodicals Published in Years, 1900-1960 and are arranged in 

alphabeti cal sequence of the important words, di sregardi ng arti cles, 

prepositions, conjunctions, etc. In this way, INSDOC catalogs present a 

pattern in contrast wi th what is found in Ameri can seri al lists like 

Gregory and NST, where all the consti tuent elements of the ti tIe are 

taken in full consideration for alphabetization. 

Serials are recorded under their latest known titles. Here is a 

clear departure from the British tradition where the conservatism of the 

Bri ti sh people does not allow them to regard the latest form as the 

determining factor in the choice of the title. They prefer and stick to 

the old form. Of course, references are provi ded from the earl i er 

ti tIes . But that holds true in both the cases, the Ameri can as well as 

the British. 

Volume numberi ng is taken to be the maj or cri teri on in deci di ng 

whether a serial is to be treated as a continuation of an earlier title 

or not. Of course, the specification of the "first" series or "second" 

seri es would preclude any possi bi 1 i ty of treati ng a seri al as a new 

title if it appears in more than one series. As long as these 

specifications appear, it is the same title. 

Each entry features the following elements: a) Title in full with 

alternative title, if any; b) Sponsor, the term "Sponsor" including 

"author"; c) Place, Volume/Issue Humber and the Year of Publication; 

and d) History of the serial. 

This is quite a detailed and elaborate treatment. The last 

constituent element (d) is totally rejected by the Social Science 

Documentation Centre of the Indian Council of Social Science Research in 

its series of union catalogs. Library symbols and holdings are provided 

in a systematic manner. 

The second part of the catalog provides two indices: (1) classified 

and (2) sponsor. These two i ndi ces serve most of the needs cIa i med by 

Ranganathan as the exclusi ve features that hi s type of uni on catalog 

alone can satisfy, which is not true! 
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A reader used to Gregory or NST is lost whi Ie consul ti ng the 

catalogs produced by INSDOC. The principle that the titles are arranged 

strictly in alphabetical order is taken to its extreme. The "author" is 

not at all the prepotent or entry element. For example, all generic 

titles like Reports, Proceedings, Transactions, Bulletins, etc. are 

given the status of the most prepotent element, or the first word of the 

entry, the filing element, thereby eliminating the "author" altogether 

as the filing element. Some examples follow: 

1. Annals of the Geological Survey of South Africa; 

2. Annual Statistical Report, American Iron and Steel Institute; 

3 . Bulletin, Bureau of Biological Survey, United States 

Department of Agriculture; 

4. Journal, Geological Society, Nagpur University; 

5. Memoirs, Geological Survey of Ghana; 

6. Minutes of Proceedings of the Institution of Civil 

Engineers (London); 

7. Newsletter, Geological Association of Canada; 

8. Notes, Survey of India; 

9. Proceedings, Board of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (Delhi); 

10. Report, Council for Scientific and Industrial 

Research (Melbourne); 

11. Special Report, Division of Mines and Geology 

Department of Conservation, California; and 

12. Transactions of the Royal Scottish Society of 

Arts, (Edi nburgh). 

INSDOC catalogs: A Criticism 

Entry word. It is ironical that INSDOC decided to imitate the World 

List of Scientific Periodicals in the sixties and seventies, whereas 

James D. Stewart, Editor and Executive Officer of the British Union 

Catalogue of Periodicals, a leading British librarian, had rejected the 

idea as early as 1953 in the following words (1953: 249): 
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The cataloguing of periodicals is one of the most neglected 

among the techniques of librarianship. Only a handful of our 

more considerable libraries have ever succeeded in cataloguing 

the peri odi cals they hold. The great majori ty, i ncludi ng many 

of the un i versi ty Ii brari es, do not catalogue but merely make 

i nventori es of such mater i al. Thus in ex i st i ng catalogues 

there will be found endless columns of entries under such words 

as "Journal," "Proceedings," "Transactions," and their 

equi valents in other languages. More ludi crously, lists just 

as lengthy appear under "Report," "Annual report," and entries 

have even been made under "Honorary secretary's report." 

Codes of cataloguing rules (including the Anglo American code) 

may have been a little vague to the uninitiated on this point, 

but surely their authors never envisaged any result so crass as 

that! 

There are, of course, plenty of entries that should appear 

under, for example, the word "Journal." Such publications as 

the Journal of documentati on, Journal of ecclesi asti cal 

history, Journal litteraire, etc., are properly so entered. 

But the Journal of the Chemical Society <sic>, or of the Child 

Study Society, or the Town Planning Institute should be entered 

under the name of the soci ety. Any other cause <! course?> 

resul ts in the publ i cat ions of a soci ety or other corporate 

body being spread allover the alphabet; and it must be 

remembered that a society's publication which commences as its 

Journal very often becomes its Proceedings or Transactions, or 

takes on some other guise. 

We may add one more example to the above: Bulleti n of Ti betology 

will be entered exactly in the same manner. But the Bulletin of the 

Deccan College Post Graduate and Research Insti tute, Poona, cannot be 

and should not be entered under "Bulletin." The INSDOC, however, may 

argue in their defense that the "Sponsor Index" will secure collocation 

of individual titles issued by one and the same corporate body. 

An Analys;s of INSDOC Catalogs 
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Classification. In the "Classified Index," titles are grouped 

broadly according to the Universal Decimal Classification Scheme. This 

classi fi cati on is qui te in contrast to that of Ranganathan where each 

title receives an individualizing class number. Under each broad 

subject category, the titles are arranged once again alphabetically. 

Thi sis not very helpful. For example, one category 1 i ke "Natural 

History, Museums" contains as many as 175 titles. There is no further 

subdivision. All the publications relating to all the natural history 

museums allover the world are dumped together in one alphabetical 

sequence! Let it be noted, however, that some broad subjects are 

further subdivided. But these are exceptional cases. 

The "Sponsor Index" is a useful feature of these INSDOC uni on 

catalogs. Publ i cati ons of sponsori ng bodi es (i n many cases they are 

really the authors) 1 i ke Government Departments are 1 i sted under the 

names of those bodi es. Internati onal organi zati ons precede. Other 

corporate bodies are suitably arranged under their respective countries, 

the latter being arranged under the continents. 

Subject Coverage: Thus it is evident that these catalogs serve most 

of the purposes of the union catalogs in an efficient manner. One might 

expect that the un i on catalogs issued under the sponsorshi p of the 

Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre would be strictly 

limited to the Physical and Biological Sciences. But it is not the 

case. Many subjects which do not strictly fall into the above categories 

are covered in these catalogs. For example, The Regional Union 

Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Bangalore, compiled and published by 

the INSDOC crosses its boundaries of coverage of the "Scientific" 

serials by including the following subjects: 

1. Museology 

2. Psychology 

3. Mi Ii tary art 

4. Industrial art and design 

5. Architecture. Town and country planning 

6. Geography. 
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A Global Achi evement. Between the years 1965 and 1976 INSDOC 

prepared and published seventeen regional union catalogs as detailed 

below: 

*1. Catalogue of Serials in the National Science Library, Delhi. 

1965. 

*2. Catalogue of Serials in the Indian Institute of Science 

Library, Bangalore. 1966. 

*3. Catalogue of Serials in the Indian Statistical Institute 

Library, Calcutta. 1966. 

4. Catalogue of Serials in the Indian Agricultural Research 

Institute Library, Delhi. 1967. 

*5. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Bangalore. 

1967. 

*6 . Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Delhi Medical 

Libraries. 1967. 

*7. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Varanasi. 

1968. 

*8. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Mysore. 

1968. 

9. Catalogue of Serials in the National Institute of Sciences 

of Indi a, Delhi. 1968. 

*10. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Kerala. 

1969. 

11. Union Catalogue of Serials in the Geological Survey of India 

Libraries. 1969. 

12. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Dehra Dun

Roorkee. 1971. 

*13. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Bombay

Poona. 1973. 

*14. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Madras. 

1975. 

15. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Hyderabad. 

1975. 

16. Regional Union Catalogue of Scientific Serials: Lucknow. 

1976. 
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17. Regional Unicn Catalogue of Scientific Serials: West Bengal. 

1978. 

These were not priced; rather they were distributed free to India's 

institutions of higher learning. By October 1977, ten of the seventeen 

had gone out of print. Above they are marked with an asterisk (*). 

We would Uke to descr;be below a Spec;f;c Example of the IHSDOC 

Un;on catalogues. 

Union Catalogue of Serials in the Geological Survey of 

India libraries. Delhi: Indian National Scientific 

Documentation Centre, 1969. (INSDOC Union Catalog Series, 11). 

x, 365 p. 

Consists of two parts: main, containing the titles with 

bi bl i ographi cal collati on <?> arranged in the alphabet i cal order, and 

the index. Titles have been rendered following the pattern of the World 

List of Scientific Periodicals published 1900-1960. Articles, 

prepositions, conjunctions, etc. have been disregarded in arranging the 

titles. 

It is general in scope and includes all types of "serials" or 

non-monographi c publ i cat ions. Seri al s have been entered under thei r 

latest titles. 

A serial, which is a continuation of another but starts with a fresh 

volume number without forming new series, or 2nd series, etc. is entered 

separately as a new serial. 

Title is given in full along with alternative title, if any. Cross 

references have been provided for alternative titles. 

Information about the sponsoring corporate body (Society, Institute 

or Government) is given after the title. 

The history of the serial, such as continuation, amalgamation, 

splitting, earlier titles, etc. is given. 

The cooperating libraries are represented by symbols consisting of 

figures and letters. 

Limitations of IBM typewriters did not permit diacritical marks in 

many cases. 
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There is a very useful "Classified index," arranged according to the 

Universal Decimal Classification . Under each subject the titles are 

arranged alphabetically on the principle of a line-a-title . 

"Sponsor index" provi des the names of the sponsori ng bodi es under 

which their respective publications are listed. 

Four thousand thirty three titles are listed. 

This is a very worthy product of professional dedication and 

service. We wish more union catalogs were produced in India following 

this style and form in general. 

Union catalogues of 

THE SOCIAL SCIENCE DOCUMENTATION CENTRE 

of the 

INDIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCHl 

Two series of union catalogs of periodical publications in social 

sciences were compiled and published by the Social Science Documentation 

Centre of the Indi an Counci I of Soci al Sci ence Research, New Delhi, in 

the sixties and seventies. They are : 1) Periodicals, and 2) Serials. 

The following states are covered so far : Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, 

Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Predesh, Maharashtra, 

Ori ssa, Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tami I Nadu, 

Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal. 

As already shown above, similar work is done by the INSDOC in the 

field of physical and biological sciences. These two sets of union 

catalogs produced by two national agencies in India confirm our view 

that the compilation and publication of the union lists can be done only 

by an i nst i tut i on based on strong foundat ions and possessi ng adequate 

funds, staff, and other resources . This work can not be done by ad-hoc 

committees or even associations . While Ranganathan had to face 

insurmountable difficulties in bringing out just one volume, the above 

two institutions have brought out multitude of volumes in just a short 

1 The SSDC Catalogs are discussed also on pages 44-52 of the TEST. 
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period. And they did not have to t8ke recourse to "Labor-donation" (or 

forced labor to be frank and fair). Here are some detai Is of the two 

SSDC series of catalogues: 

Union catalogue of Social Science Periodicals: Delhi. 

New Delhi: Social Science Documentation Centre, 

Indian Council of Social Science Research, 1973. 

(Union Catalogue Series (P), no.1. 519 p. 27cm.) 

Includes 1,821 periodicals published in India. Makes distinction 

between peri odi cals (as commonly understood) and the seri es (of all 

kinds) like Annuals (Reports, Yearbooks, etc.), Proceedings and 

Transactions of Societies, Conferences, Congresses, and Legislative 

Bodies, Parliament Debates, and State Assembly Debates, Five Year Plans, 

etc. 

The following subjects are covered: 

Anthropology; Commerce; Demography; Economics; Education; Geography; 

History; Journalism; Law; Library Science (Documentation, Automation and 

Reprography) Management Studies; Political Science (including 

International Affairs and Public Administration); Psychology; Sociology; 

Stati sti cs; TO:..ln and Country Planni ng. Includes also general 

periodicals. 

Wi th regard to the rati onale behi nd i ncludi ng newspapers and soma 

other titles of marginal significance, the compilers observe: 

Since fi les of newspapers are an important source for 

social science research, only those newspapers which are 

preserved by libraries have been included. The inclusion of 

some ti tIes whi ch may appear as of margi nal si gni fi cance is 

only to err on the safe side of making the inclusion a little 

more helpful. 

As stated earlier, the publication is a "Catalogue" in name only; it 

does not try to be a true "catalog" at all! It does not describe the 

periodical in full. The transliteration is not scientific. The mode of 

reporting the holdings may not be universally acceptable. 

Union Catalogue of Social Science Serials: Delhi. New Delhi: 1975. 3 

v. 27cm. Contents: Pt.1: Publications of the Government of India, the 

pri ncely states and thei r agenci es. Pt. 2: Publ i cat ions of the states 
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including erstwhile provinces, 

universities and non-official 

Publ i cati ons issued by forei gn 

international organizations. 1 

The Human;t;es 

presidencies, 

organizations 

agenci es as 

etc. , local 

in India. 

well as 

bodies, 

Pt.3: 

those by 

PiH. Periodicals in Humanities <is a> Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals in Humanities and Newspapers in Delhi Libraries. New Delhi: 

Arnold -Hienemann India, 1973. It was compiled by J. A. Wajid and H. K. 

Kaul of the India International Centre, New Delhi. Wajid as the Project 

Director begins his "Introduction" with the following words: 

For a long time we had felt the need for a union catalogue 

of periodicals in the field of Social Sciences, Culture a'1d 

Humani ti es. Such a catalogue, we bel i eved, would immensely 

help research scholars in locati ng ti tIes avai lable in Delhi 

libraries. It could also facilitate a greater sharing of the 

resources among 1 i brari es. The need for such a catalogue 

became still more evident following the publication of a union 

catalogue of periodicals in natural sciences by the INSDOC. <Po 

v> 

Coverage. The original, highly ambitious plan to cover a wide area 

got gradually reduced, especi ally because the Indi an Counci 1 of Soci al 

Science Research announced its extensive plans to publish its union 

catalogs in the fi e!d of soci al sci ences. Then the Centre prepared a 

Gui de to the Sources of Indi an Hi story, an assi gnment recei ved from 

UNESCO. Thi s el i mi nated the area of hi story. "The present catalogue 

thus came to cover periodical publications in, (again broadly speaking), 

Linguistics, Literature, Philosophy, Psychology, Religion, and Fine 

Arts" <Po v.>. 

Wajid takes "Periodicals" to denote all kinds of periodical 

publications--including newspapers--but to exclude "generally such 

We fail to understand why SSDC is determined to divide everywhere, 

everythi ng, in every respect. Probably, they learnt the art of 

"Divide and Rule" from the British Imperialists of those bygone days! 
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serials and 

publications 

annuals as 

of a routi ne 

gazetteers." <Po v>. 

directories, yearbooks, and 

nature, such as official 

government 

reports and 

The compilers do not try to make any distinction between "scholarly" 

or "learned" on one hand, and "popular" or "general" on the other, 

because they believe the job of a bibliographer is to list and not to 

discriminate. 

Extra Features. This union catalog lists also the periodicals which 

are not kept in bound form by a library. Moreover it makes a 

significant departure from many other union catalogs by showing how many 

years a particular title is retained. All types of libraries are 

covered. The only criterion used for selection was to see that the 

library has a rich <?> collection of periodicals or is important · enough 

because of its specialized nature. 

Arrangement. The catalog is arranged alphabeti cally in one si ngle 

fi Ie. "Newspapers & News Magazi nes" form a separate sequence. Useful 

cross references have been liberally provided. Each entry is cataloged 

according to AACR (British text). The periodicals listed cover a wide 

range of languages--forty-one in all. 

The compilers have "consulted" twenty-two sources which include all 

the best (and most important) union catalogs published in the U.S.A., 

U.K., and India! 
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THE LITERATURE: SURVEY & CRITICISM 

Now we propose to make a brief survey of some outstanding previous 

contributions to the subjects we have been discussing. By 

"Contributions" we mean both the practical works (Union lists) and the 

theoretical writings on them. We will present a summary of "what they 

are" and "what they say" and then offer our own comments and criticism, 

leading toward the exposition of our own philosophy of union cataloging. 

This section will contain a review of some major writings on the 

subject, such as: 1 

1. Proposal by Besterman, 1942 

2. Ranganathan's paper, 1950. His Classified Catalogue Code 

contains some matter on union catalogs and union cataloging. 

3. Papers by Stewart & Smith, 1953 

("Locating Periodicals") 

4. Parthasarathy's paper, 1954 

5. Brummel's work, 1956 

6. Joint Committee: Permanent Program! 

ReEort .Q.!l ULS (3d 

7. Seminar ReEort! 1959 

8. Documentation and its Facets! 1963. 

1957 

ed.), 1967 

Some of these have already been discussed or referred to. It was 

our ambition to prepare a complete list of all the valuable (or known) 

union catalogs (or union lists) and then discuss each one of them in a 

separate section. But the limitations of time and other facilities did 

not permi t us to undertake thi s stupendous task. <We almost sai d: 

Stupi d task! Yes, it is a "stupi d" task for us when we have no 

resources!!> Maybe someone else gifted with adequate resources is able 

to accomplish this goal at a future date and present it as a sequel to 

this publication, provided, of course, the person regards it useful. 

However, we would like to give an idea of what was our aim. The 

following discussion is presented here just as a specimen. 

1 Full bibliographical details appear in the Bibliography. 
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CRITICISM: A SAMPLING 

Some Current Ser;als L;sts 

These have been primarily consulted by us. 

AL: In 1976 was published the first quinquennial cumulation of the 

Accessions List--India in three volumes: 1) Commercial; 2) Government 

and quasi -Government, and Index; 3) Subject arrangement. Thi s 

cumulative publication listed "Serials being received as of December 31, 

1976." Since then several supplements have been issued. 1980 is the 

latest <in December 1983>. However, the basic work started publishing 

as early as 1962, the year when the PL480 operation began in India. 

Press in India, 1974, Pt. Z, containing the record of the Registrar 

of Newspapers, as of 31 December 1973, published in 1976. 

Indian Periodicals in Print, 1973, compo by H. N. D. Gandhi and 

others, Delhi: Vidya MandaI, 1973. Declares in bold type on the back of 

the title page: "No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored 

ina retri eval system, or transmi tted in any form or by any means, 

electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the 

prior written permission of the publisher." However, we believe, the 

information is copied from the Press in India, because it (IPiP) does 

not give any additional information. Let us compare one title: Guramati 

prakasha: Both the Press in India and Indian Periodicals in Print prefer 

the popular title: Gurmat Prakash. They do not bother about the 

systematic translation of the original Punjabi. 

does follow the original? 

AL--APprec;at;on 

Accessions List--India 

Ai gives additional information and states that the publication is 

issued by Dharama Pracara Kameti of Shromani Guraduara Prabandhaka 

Kameti. While AL notes the popular title as an alternative, neither 

IPiP nor PiI gives the authentic, systematic title! So India discards 

her own language! It is left to an American organization to represent 

correctly the original title! Of course, the reason is obvious. These 

Indian sources do not follow any system. They don't catalog. They 
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merely list. And that too in the most careless manner. INB has already 

shown the way, of course the wrong one! 

An attempt is made in the Accessions List: Annual List of Serials to 

trace the ori gi n of a seri aI, i. e. to gi ve not only the year. but also 

the month and date when the specific serial commenced publication. For 

example: 

Economic trends. v. 1- Oct. 1, 1971-

New Delhi, Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 

However, in many cases even the year is not shown, though the reader 

would very much like to know. For example: 

and 

Education in India. 

<New Delhi> Ministry of Education and Social 

Welfare, Govt. of India 

Education in universities in India; 

a statistical survey. 

<lC card no. SA66-8411 rev.> 

(India (Republic). Ministry of Education) 

New Delhi. 

lC card no. 54-33626 

This violates the Canon of Consistency. Either we give everywhere. 

or do not gi ve at all. The fact that the exact date is gi ven in one 

case is an evidence of the fact that the editors would like to give the 

full data in all the cases, provi ded it is handy! Furthermore, it is a 

questi on of relati ve value. Even LC won't be very much interested in 

spendi ng undue time and energy in performi ng the arduous search to 

locate the year of commencement in all the cases. For LC, South Asi a 

publications have a very low priority indeed! 

Here we have presented just a few examples of the variation in 

treatment of the details of periodical publications practiced by various 

sources. These demonstrate the need for standardi zat ion in treat i ng 

bibliographical records of the periodical publications. 
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Undoubtedly the most exhaustive, systematic, and current list of all 

the serials published in India today is a product of American 

scholarship and is financed by American funds. It is the annual 

cumulative supplement of the Accessions List that is prepared and 

publ i shed by the Library of Congress Offi ce in New Delhi (formerly 

American Libraries Book Procurement Center).l 

I am reminded here of an incident that happened many years ago in 

India . I had just delivered a talk before the students and faculty of 

the Graduate School of Library and information Science of the University 

of the Punjab at Chandi garh. Duri ng the course of my talk, I had 

mentioned with great satisfaction and pride that "we have done this in 

India;" "we have done that in India." When the question hour came, a 

cynical student rose up and asked: "You are an American! How . can you 

say: We .... ?" In response I stated that although politically I am an 

American, yet culturally I am still an Indian. Cultural affiliation is 

totally different from the political affiliation. During the last 

twenty years, I have developed a good collection on India at the 

University of Missouri - Columbia. That itself is a great service to my 

land of birth. I am not less Indian than any other Indian continuously 

residing in India. 

When I visited the Union Catalog Section of the Indian National 

Scientific Documentation Centre in New Delhi and met its Chief, who has 

been working there for about two decades, I discussed with him my plans 

to prepare and publish an exhaustive union catalog of all the Indian 

serials ever published in India. Summarily he rejected the idea. 

Discouraging me with all the vehemence at his command, he said: "Why do 

you want to duplicate the work? We already have one." I asked: "Which 

one?" His reply was: "The Accessions List!" 

It took some time and effort on my part to convince the 

officer-in-charge that although the Accessions List covered quite a bit, 

yet it was limited in scope as far as the bio-bibliographical details 

are concerned. Moreover, it is a "list" and not a "catalog." Also it 

1 We are told that one thousand libraries and institutions allover the 

world receive this list, and all that completely free! 
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is an "Accessions list" and reports only such publications that are 

acqui red by the LC Offi ce in New Delhi. Furthermore, it is not 

retrospective. It is current only. It is most unfortunate that even 

the experienced professional librarians do not make a distinction 

between an "Accessions list" and a "Union catalog." Deshpande, for 

example, did not find any difference between a "Union catalog of 

peri odi cals" and an "Index to peri odi cals" when he vi si ted our TULIP 

"Workshop" in Mysor"!. In hi s vi ew Index Indi a was adequate and my 

attempt was redundant! That was an aside. 

Yet AL suffers from many shortcomings. Here is an example. A very 

important publication, the date of origin of which is not shown by the 

AL 75 is the following: 

India (Republic). Office of the Registrar of Newspapers. 

Press in India. 

New Delhi. 

annual, English. 

Issued in 2 parts 

Title varies: -1964. Annual report of the Registrar of 

Newspapers for India. 

Participant subscription begins 1962. 

Last issue received: 1974. 

LC card no. 59-40579 

LC notes that until 1964 the publication was 

report of the Registrar of Newspapers for India." 

called the "Annual 

However. even the 

1966 report puts this as an alternative, explanatory, secondary title. 

We have to see the subsequent volumes to ascertain whether this subtitle 

is still retained. As far as the date of commencement is concerned, AL 

1975 does not give it. However, the report for 1966 says that it was 

the tenth annual report. So it must have originated in 1957 (or 1956?). 

NUC entry for the above title reads: 1 

India (Republic). Office of the Registrar of Newspapers. 

Report. 1956-

1 NUC 58-62, v. 21 (1963): 544. 
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<New Delhi> 

v. 24cm. annual 

First report covers the period July I-Dec. 31, 1956. 

Reports for 1956- include catalogues of newspapers 

published in each state and Union Territory. 

1. Indic newspapers--Bibl. 2. Indic periodicals--Bibl. 

59-40579 l6958.14A25 016.07954 

Value of BUCOP 

Malabar quarterly review, The. 1-10. 

Ernakulam, 1902-11. then The 

Monthly review. 11-14 3 Trivandrum. 

1911-15. L 4-5, 12-14 3 

Only one library in England, British Museum, is reported to possess 

the set, though incomplete. Nevertheless, the BUCOP gives full history. 

Neither UCD nor PiH would do this. Both of them would start the 

basi c entry wi th vol. 4! Apparently the publ i cati on ceased wi th no. 3 

of v. 14. India Office Library too has this. BUCOP does not report 

IOL. 

Besterman (1942) 

We have already made a reference to the seminal paper of Besterman 

which gave birth to the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals (supra, 

p. 22), Although it is short, yet it is very powerful--pregnant with 

great potential. It shows how Besterman derived inspiration from the 

great American Union List of Serials! It is noteworthy that the first 

comprehensiva ULS in the USA was published as early as 1927, while the 

first "British Union Catalogue" in UK was not published until 1955-58. 

Undoubtedly the USA is the world leader in matters of library 

development and bibliographic accomplishments. 

We are presenting balow some extracts from the above paper. This is 

all that we can do now. 

Is such a catalogue needed? Thi sis one questi on, at 

least, the answer to which is almost self-evident. Experience 

with existing co-operative catalogues, and especially in North 
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America with the Union list of serials, has shown that 

comprehensive l lists of periodicals find an unquestioned place 

among the select company of seminal works of reference. 

The function of a union catalogue is to serve as a single 

guide to the whole of a given field, in particular, to a field 

whi ch cannot be covered by anyone 1 i brary. The success of 

such a catalogue is therefore in precise ratio to its 

approximation to this ideal. By this test it must be admitted 

that there are very few true union catalogues of periodicals. 

This proliferation of specialized catalogues of limited 

areas is regrettable, not only because the value of such 

catalogues is arbitrarily limited, not only because the 

librarian is compelled to buy and search a bookcase full. of 

repeti ti ve materi ai, but also because every such catalogue, 

though it undoubtedly simplifies the larger task, at the same 

time comes to represent a vested interest which is sometimes 

difficult to override by a comprehensive scheme. 

Quite apart from these theoretical considerations, the 

American Union List, a further edition of which is now well 

advanced, has demonstrated beyond a peradventure the immense 

benefi ts ga i ned from a true un i on of forces di rected at a 

really worth-while end. 

Is the proposed union catalogue possible? Most certainly. 

What ~ possible in New York ~ possible in London <Emphasis 

added>. 

"One last word: the value of uni on 

periodicals would be immensely increased by 

catalogues 

the addi t ion 

of 

of 

subject indexes. This is admittedly a counsel of perfection, 

for the compilation of such indexes presents formidable 

difficulties. Nevertheless, a subject index must be borne in 

mind as an eventual supplement to the work now proposed. 

Mark the word "comprehensive." Even after decades, India is going 

piecemeal--subject by subject, state by state, region by region, nay 

even city by city!! What a great tragedy! 

- 103 -





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

pa~thasa~athy (1954) 

This paper by Parthasarathy makes a comparative study of the Union 

List (Gregory), World List, and Ranganathan's Union Catalogue. 

Indi cates the scope, structure, and speci al features of each. 

Naturally, tri es to prove the super; or; ty of Ranganathan' s UC on the 

basis of satisfying the subject approach. Also shows the need for 

providing geographical contiguity in constructing the Library Number. 

Parthasarathy does not discuss BUCOP because the paper was published 

in 1954 and the BUCOP did not appear until 1955. 

Discussing the primary functions of a union catalogue, Parthasarathy 

enumerates (1954: 105) also the subject as a means of locating a title . 

So, according to him, if a union catalogue does not satisfy the subject 

approach, then (it is implied) it fails in its primary function ~ 

Here are Parthasarathy's actual words: 

The primary function of a union catalogue is to indicate 

the availability of a periodical if 

1 the title of the periodical is known; or 

2 the name of the sponsoring body is known; or 

3 subject covered by the periodical is known. 
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A PERMANENT PROGRAM FOR THE UNION LIST OF SERIALS 

Report ~ the Joint Committee 

Perpetuat;on 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials (USA) received a 

grant from the Rockefeller Foundati on and developed a proposal "for A 

Permanent Program for the Union List of Serials," involving an 

expenditure of $2,523,222, which would have ultimately created a Union 

Catalogue of Serials at the Library of Congress to be maintained 

permanently <emphasi sours>. But the program was abandoned as it was 

considered to be too expensive. 

Nevertheless, we bel i eve the report publ i shed by the Library of 

Congress contains much useful information as to the nature, function and 

value of the "National Union Catalog of Serials" and discusses the 

problems involved in attempting to compile one. The Committee 

reiterates the fact that research is basic to national security, which 

must rely to a hi gh degree on techni cal and economi c advances! <p.1> 

And it further maintains that "research depends to a preponderant extent 

on periodical publications" <ibid.> 

The Committee estimated that while in 1700 there were hardly a total 

of 300 periodicals in circulation, by 1950 their total number had risen 

to 600,000. It also estimated that over two million contributions to 

knowledge were published annually in the scientific journals alone 

issued allover the world. 

No single library can ever dream to possess more than a fraction of 

this enormous treasure-house of knowledge. Of the titles that have been 

collected in the U.S.A. and Canada, only 35 percent are estimated to be 

complete sets. 

BUCOP versus ULS 

James D. Stewart (Aug. 1953: 250), the editor of the British Union 

Catalogue of Periodicals says: 

Now a few words on the scope and extent of BUCOP. It 

includes periodicals (in a very wide sense) published in any 

part of the world, dealing with any subject, and in any 
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language, so far as they are represented by holdi ngs 

permanently preserved in the libraries of the United Kingdom. 

It is estimated that there are at present about 130,000 entries 

in the active files, and that as those entries are "historical" 

in character (setting out successive changes of name) somewhere 

around 160,000 different titles are recorded. Those totals are 

being constantly increased as holdings of titles hitherto 

unrecorded in BUCOP are reported by the cooperating libraries. 

At least another year is needed to bring the work of 

compi lati on to a stage of completeness sui table for 

publication. By that time the holdings of over 300 libraries 

will have been recorded. BUCOP is comparable in size with the 

great American Union List of Serials. l and will probably appear 

in four volumes of something over 1,000 pages each. 

A spot-check (admi ttedly not fi nal) suggests that as many 

as 40 percent of the entries already in BUCOP do not appear in 

the Union ~ of Serials. This rather remarkable result points 

to the fact that the two works are complementary, and between 

them will provide a most extensive view of the periodicals of 

the world. 

The above finding, though quite significant, is not surprising. 

After all, the U.S.A. and Canada represent the New World. Inspite of 

the richness, both at the intellectual as well as material 

this New World, the total knowledge still preserved in 

level, of 

the Uni ted 

Ki ngdom has not yet been brought over incompleteness ei ther to the 

U.S.A. or to Canada, or even to both combined. 

From India's Point of View. An aspirant of compiling a 

comprehensive list of all the periodical publications of Indian origin 

will have to go through both the above publications--ULS and BUCOP--in a 

systematic manner. It will take a good deal of time, money, and energy, 

as well as patience and perseverance. 2 This was a digression. Let us 

return to the main theme--the Program proposed by the Joint Committee. 

1 Note the honor paid to the ULS. 

2 See the "Introduction" to Nunn's work. 
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Not even a si ngle conti nent can expect to possess all that is 

avai lable in the form of publ i shed peri odi calli terature all over the 

world. Inter-library loan is one way to have access to the periodicals 

not owned by one's nearest library . This inter-library loan and 

photo-reproducti on can be achi eved only through the "Uni on List of 

Serials" which lists in one place periodical publications held by a 

group of libraries in a region or country . The time has come when 

librarians, especially of newly-rising countries such as India, are 

obliged to reach libraries abroad to get what their native patrons want . 

Even their total national library resources exclusively prove inadequate 

to satisfy the research demands of the scholars working in certain 

specialized fields of knowledge. 

Subsidies to Libraries. It is important to note here that while 

proposi ng a "Permanent Program" for a comprehensi ve "Nati onal Uni on 

Catalog of Serials" at the Library of Congress and asking for a sum of 

$2,673,222 to finance the project, the Committee allocated approximately 

36 percent of the total fund (i.e. as many as $962,36_0--more than 

one-third) to provide subsidies to the contributing libraries so that 

they could spare the staff for checking thei r fi les and reporting all 

the relevant titles to Washington (1957: iii). 

Here lies the wisdom in not expecting each individual library to 

commission spare its own staff to suffer these extra hours of labor. No 

doubt, the cooperating libraries are bound to get the benefit of service 

when a uni on 1 i st is completed and publ i shed, or even if it is 

maintained at a central place like the National Library. However, most 

of the libraries are proverbially under-staffed and it is too much to 

expect from them to spare their staff for this additional work, a work 

which may be none-the-less extremely valuable to themselves. The fact 

is that they simply do not have adequate staff even for their day-to-day 

rout i ne and cannot spare them for thi s extra work. 

staff is the only way out. 

Hiring additional 

ULS Staff Carries the Burden. An alternative method of getting the 

returns is for the compiling body to send its own representatives to 

various libraries, especially the major ones. While this would delay 

the work, it would result in more uniformity and consistency. 
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Justifying this subsidy to participating libraries. the Committee 

remarked (1957: iii): 

The financial burden that accompanied checking for the 

second edition was so great that Yale. Harvard and the New York 

Public Library. the libraries which rank next to the Library of 

Congress in size, have realized that they could not undertake a 

similar commitment in the future. 

If this is the case with large and rich libraries. what to say about 

the small and poor libraries? They have less staff. yet their 

collections may have certain valuable titles that are not available in 

larger and richer libraries. 

An al ternat i ve plan was worked out <for BUCOP> to request each 

participating library to prepare a list of the periodicals it held and 

to report the holdi ngs through "one's own 1 i st." Accordi ng to the 

editor. this increased the work of compilation and consolidation. but it 

generated another advantageous result. Many of the titles that were 

unknown till then. because they were not yet 1 i sted anywhere but were 

held only by certain libraries, came to light. A prepared check-list. 

howsoever exhaustive. could not have included such off-the- road yet so 

invaluable titles. 

The Committee argues and makes the point that the idea of subsidy is 

not new or out of the way. If the smaller libraries are not represented 

in the Union List and if their resources. though meager. are not tapped. 

the larger libraries will have to bear a heavier burden of meeting 

additional inter-library loan requests. So the rich and poor, large and 

small--all libraries ought to be subsidized. 

Oriental Alphabets. With regard to the works in Oriental alphabets. 

the Committee reported: 

The latter should not be overlooked because of the current 

local interest in Asiatic affairs and because domestic files of 

pUblications from Asia are all too few and inadequate. 

Moreover. titles for these publications are being included in 

New Serials Titles now that approved systems of romanizations 

are available. <po v> 
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Method of Financing. The history of the preparation of union lists 

in the U.S . A. goes back to at least 1878. Yet the first major national 

union list was produced through subscriptions given by forty libraries. 

each contributing $1.200 1 • Furthermore Laura Spelman Rockefeller 

Memorial Fund granted $10.000 to pay the costs of checking the holdings 

of certain government libraries. Thus was financed and produced the 

Union List of Serials in Libraries of the United States and Canada in 

1927. Two supplements were prepared and published through the sale of 

the basic volume. 

From India's Perspective. This method of financing could be easily 

used to prepare and publish a basic list of Indian serials in the 

humanities and social sciences in India. The university libraries may 

contribute a certain amount and the University Grants Commission of 

India may provide the remaining funds through a special grant given to 

the uni versi ty that prepares and produces the list. The questi on may 

arise: When the Indian Council of Social Science Research. for example. 

is undertaking the preparation and publication of regional union lists. 

say, in social sciences. would it not be a duplication of work? The 

answer is "No". because the contemplated Basic List would be much more 

comprehensive and detailed. Also we are thinking of PP's of Indian 

origin only. We also want to locate their availability throughout the 

world. Our paths are different. Our goals are different. And the 

field of the humanities still remains almost untouched except for the 

catalogue prepared and published by the librarians of the India 

International Centre at New Delhi. Also it is limited to only Delhi 

libraries. 

Exhaustiveness of Data. The Joint Committee has very ably discussed 

the question of how elaborate and detailed a union list should be. that 

is How many categories of information should be included? It says: 

The uni on lists whi ch have been publ i shed over the past 

ei ghty years have vari ed greatly in the completeness of the 

information presented. An ideal list would include a full 

bibliographical description of every serial publication 

1 Important to note for the future of TULIP. 
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preserved in any library and a record of all copi es wherever 

located. It would moreover offer some means whereby the 

material listed could be located and segregated in accordance 

with those characteristics which are considered of importance 

by the people who use the material. Among such characteristics 

are subject content, availability within a given locality or 

regi on, country of ori gi n, currency, language, and peri od of 

publication <p.2>. 

Stressing the importance of including full bibliographical details 

in a union list, the committee observed: "Because of the difficulty of 

obtaining adequate bibliographical descriptions of serials from other 

sources, libraries have come to depend on union lists for this type of 

information <p.2> . "1 

Usefulness of ULS. With regard to the uses of the union lists, the 

Commi ttee reported that 80 to 90 percent of the uses fall in the 

category of locating a title in a particular library either for direct 

consultation or inter-library loan. Other uses are: cataloging, in so 

far as the lists present bibliographical details; acquisition, as they 

show the dates of birth, deaths, suspension, reappearance, etc.; and 

answering general bibliographical questions. Record of holdings may be 

used for any cooperati ve acqui si ti on program, or weedi ng out of the 

unwanted serial sets in a given library, which may be valuable for some 

other library. However, the literature on the subject does not show any 

evidence that the union lists have been put to the last mentioned use. 

Coverage of Serials. There is no unanimity as to what types of 

titles should be included in or excluded from the union list. The most 

logical criterion would be to ascertain whether a particular title is 

preserved by a library in bound form and whether the library intends to 

keep it permanently in the future . Any other arbi trary deci si on wi 11 

lack the base of logic and present innumerable problems. 

1 Cf. Statements of Ketkar (SSDC) and S. R. Ranganathan expressing the 

view that there are "other" sources that give such "historical" data, 

and so the UL should not be burdened or overcrowded! 
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If a title reported by a union list as once held by a library is 

di scarded, the uni on Ii st wi 11 be blamed as bei ng unrel i able. 1 On the 

other hand, if a continuously held title is not reported, the reporting 

does not tell the whole truth. If a list is to be a true union list of 

the holdings of the participating libraries, it must give a true picture 

of all the holdings of all the participating libraries at all times. 

The editors or compilers have no right to omit certain titles just 

because they regard them as not important enough. Even if it is 

intended to omit certain categories of titles, the views of the 

participating libraries should be invited and any decision to omit 

certain categories should be taken only by the consent of the 

participating libraries, which contribute to the making up of the list 

and which are the principal users in the years to come. 

Definition of s. Serial. Defining a "serial" the Committee observes 

that "the definition of a serial for union list purposes may be taken to 

be any publication which appears in successive numbers or volumes." It 

is the intention of continuation that is the most important factor in 

deciding whether a publication is a serial or monograph. z 

Coverage of Libraries. Another important question to be answered is 

the total number of 1 i brari es that are to be covered ina uni on 1 i st. 

How many libraries ought to be represented? That is the question. One 

criterion would be the willingness of a library to co-operate. Maximum 

possible representation ought to be provided to all the regions in a 

national union list 50 that the users can find what they want in their 

nearest library. Of course, the largest libraries would contribute the 

bulk of the material to be included, but many times an out of the way 

1 Cf. what Hingwe stated at the Wheat Loan Library Workshop. 

Z Niyatakalika vs. aniyatakalika. Librarians from Maharashtra use a 

term niyatakalika for the periodical publication. Literally it means 

"of definite and fixed periodicity or frequency." We wonder if the 

term "serial" can be synonymous with "regular." We believe they are 

more "irregulars" than "regulars." We can very well call them 

"aniyatakalika." Cf. Bowker's publication--Irregular Serials and 

Annuals: An International Directory. 9th ed. 1984. 
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library is found to possess certain rare or unique titles that are not 

found in any of the largest libraries of a country . l 

Perpetuation, Dissemination, & Servicing 

It is not sufficient to compile and publish a union list only once 

and then let it go out of date and become obsolete such as the ULLAS. 

It is absolutely essential to keep it up-to-date and incorporate all the 

addi ti ons of new ti tIes and changes in the ti tIes already reported as 

well as new holdings of the cooperating libraries. An example can be 

the ULS, but only to a certain extent. This can be achieved only 

through a permanent organization. The libraries may continue to report 

the new developments in thei r holdi ngs to the central body, and the 

union list maintained at a central place could reflect thQ exact 

realities of the status of the holdings at a given moment. 

INSDOC in India 

Once again, taking India as an example, the INSDOC has been 

entrusted with the responsibility of maintaining and updating the 

Catalogue of Scientific periodical Publications, originally prepared by 

Ranganathan and others. The revi si on of the fi rst edi ti on and the 

preparation of the second edition was successfully completed by the 

INSDOC. This gigantic task was beyond the capacity of, say, the Indian 

Library Association, which has hardly done anything except holding 

biennial conferences. It has no resources, none whatsoever. 

INSDOC maintains an up-to-date record of the holdings of periodical 

publications available in participating libraries in its Union Catalogue 

Section. This is a right move in the right direction. 

SSDC in India 

The Social Science Documentation Centre of the Indian Council of 

Social Science Research is working in the field of social sciences. It 

is not known whether it is performing the functions of INSDOC in its own 

fi eld, but i ti s the only organi zati on that has adequate funds and 

1 BUCOP concurs with this view. Cf. p. 108. 
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strong foundations to develop its functions and provide all the services 

in the field of social sciences that are rendered by INSDOC in the field 

of physical and biological sciences. 

In brief, it is not sufficient to compile and publish a union list; 

it is absolutely essential to maintain it up-to-date in a central place. 

The institution originally compiling and publishing should be able to 

keep it current. The same institution should also serve as the clearing 

house of i nformati on and help in the procurement of needed documents 

through reproducti on. All the acti vi ti es should be centered in one 

central organization such as INSDOC.l 

A Central Body Needed 

Obviously, the world of learning demands not only compilation and 

publication of a union list but also its continuation, its perpetuation. 

A central body in the country should be able to maintain the national 

union list on permanent basis. Taking the U.S.A. as an example, if the 

Library of Congress could maintain the national Union Catalog of Books, 

it could also, with equal facility, maintain the "National Union List of 

Serials."z 

NST was considered to be a permanent continuation of ULS.3 

perpetuation Essential 

Perpetuation of a union list of serials is absolutely essential if 

it is desi red to exerci se any control over the conti nuous growth and 

Does LC have a new department now? At least there was a 

talk--National Periodicals Center. In England NCL? 

Z However, it will involve a lot of work--incorporation of new titles 

and additional holdings, and the revisions caused by all kinds of 

changes. In the case of HUC of books, the only work involved is the 

interfiling of cards. However, the cards too are now getting 

obsolete. 

3 There have been revolutionary developments in recent years as a result 

of the phenomenal growth of computer technology. OCLC, for example, 

is a vast ocean, containing as of 1985 more than 13 million records. 
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development of the universe of nascent thought embodied in the current 

periodical literature. Perpetuation is our fundamental need, our basic 

requirements. The main objective of publishing a "serial" is to 

"serialize" a publication--continue it for ever. The "monograph" is a 

one-time writing. By contrast, "serial" may be called a "multi graph", 

not only in terms of the writers, but also in terms of repeated 

writings. The word "serial" itself denotes the desire to continue. 

This continuity demands that there must be adequate provision for 

additions, subtractions, alterations, deletions, substitutions, and 

i nterpolat ions at wi 11, wi thout any i mpedi ments whatsoever. The very 

nature of things requires that there must be provision for these natural 

occurrences. These changes do occur in an entry itself or in between 

two specific entries. We can call this internal changes as well as 

external changes. Si nce the world of peri odi calli terature is ever

expandi ng, any machi nery desi gned to exerci se a control over it must 

itself be capable of ever-expanding. It is a false economy for the 

nation to allow individual libraries or even a group of libraries to 

attempt to compile and publish union lists and then let them go out of 

date even before they come off the press. There must be a nat i onal 

effort to prepare a National Union List of Serials. 

Obsolescence 

It is easy to agree with Parthasarathy when 

perpetuation of a union catalog <Parthasarathy 1963: 

he advocates the 

178), A printed 

catalog goes out of date and becomes obsolete the moment the last form 

is struck, nay, as soon as the last entry is typed, and even before the 

press-copy goes to the press! There is always a cut-off date. 1 

Therefore, the 1 i brary world moved away from the pri nted catalog and 

adopted the flexible form of the card catalog, which was being developed 

1 For example, 1975 was the cut off date for TULIP when we reached 

India. We brought the data upto March 1979 when we worked in India. 

The grant from the AAS and UMC enabled us to bring the data upto June 

1980 when we worked in Columbia, Missouri. Now it is out of date once 

again! 
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at the time. The cycle seems to have been completed and now it seems we 

are goi ng back to the pri nted form of catalog, all its shortcomi ngs 

notwi thstandi ng. However, there is a new light on the hori zon. The 

computer age has swept the library world as well. More and more 

catalogs are being computerized, replacing both the card form as well as 

the printed book form. Nevertheless, the "print-outs" will be 

absolutely essential if the catalog has to reach all its users who live 

away from the centers of learning which house the computer terminals. 

Lib~a~ies still Heed Copies of UC's 

In any case, locati on of the uni on catalog ina central place and 

its perpetuation through additions, alterations, and deletions is an 

absolute necessi ty whi ch cannot be overlooked if we want to keep the 

union catalog constantly alive and up-to-date. This central place may 

be the national central library or several regional central libraries. 

This subject needs separate extensive treatment and should not hold us 

from discussing our main theme--the issues such as the nature, function, 

and use of the union catalog and how to prepare it. However, we cannot 

but reiterate once again the fact that even if a perfect union catalog 

is prepared and maintained in a central place, individual libraries and 

their readers will always need their own individual copies for their own 

reference and as a source for immediate access to the center wherever it 

might be located. l 

The Tug of War: Growth & Control 

If we look back upon the hi story of just one uni on Ii st--that of 

Gregory's--we find that there has been a continuous tug of war between 

the enormous dai ly output in the world of peri odi cal publ i cati ons and 

the attempt on the part of the compi lers to maintain some reasonable 

control over it. The first edition was published in 1927. recording 

1 Idea outdated, outmoded, and obsolete, in vi ew of modern developments 

in the field of computer technology and satelite communication 

networks. But this will be true only in developing countries and not 

in technologically advanced countries. 
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75,000 titles held by 225 libraries. Both the number of participating 

libraries as well as the number of serial titles continued to grow . 

Supplements were is~ued. The second edit i on was published in 1943. It 

contained 3,065 pages reporting the holdings of 120,000 titles deposited 

in 650 libraries. Two supplements were issued in 1945 and 1949, but the 

year 1949 became the cut off date forever! The team of compi lers 

(controllers of knowledge) virtually accepted the defeat. Although the 

3rd edition adds approximately twelve thousand titles and has brought 

their total number to 156,000, yet it has abandoned the race forever! 

Planning for the Future 

We believe it was a very sad decision . NST cannot meet the 

challenge. This decision was taken long before the modern techniques of 

computer technology were made available and had demonstrated their 

enormous potentialities. It might not have been possible to maintain 

the proposed national union list of serials on cards. The Library of 

Congress has already abandoned its card form of catalog of books. And 

so are doing many other libraries . The card catalog has lived its day. 

Sooner or later it has to di sappear gi vi ng place to machi ne-readable 

form--off-l i ne or on-l i ne. Today we have to plan our forthcomi ng 

national union list of serials in terms of the form of the catalog of 

the future and not of the past . 

Servicing Essential: To maintain a national union list of serials 

at a central place in continuously updated current form is a victory in 

just one battle of the war . It will amount to merely perfecting the 

means. The end obj ect i ve is to make the needed research document 

available to any scholar in the country or even abroad expeditiously, 

efficiently and economically. This can be achieved only if the nation 

maintains a truly national collection of periodicals at a central place . 

This service need not be free. If the research scholars are willing to 

pay the fee (sometimes quite high) for an on-line search for a subject 

of thei r interest, they wi 11 be equally wi 11 i ng to pay a reasonable 

amount for the location and copying of a research document they need. 

Services of LC: Let us take the example of just two services 

provided by the Library of Congress, a gigantic operation. I don't know 
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the present status. but while I was working there in the years 1951-53. 

there were only two serv ices whi ch were sel f-support i ng. nay. even 

making profit. One was the "Catalog Card Distribution Service" and the 

other was the Copyri ght Offi ceo If 1 i brari es from not only Ameri ca but 

allover the world could pay for the catalog cards they buy. we see no 

reason why they would not be willing to pay for locating and copying the 

documents needed by their patrons. 

It may be possible for an existing national organization such as the 

Library of Congress. or any other organi zati on created and mai ntai ned 

speci fi cally for the purpose, to bui Id up a uni versal collecti on of 

serials at a central place (as far as humanly possible). not necessarily 

in original but even in microform. and make it available to any library 

or individual scholar on demand. of course. let it be repeated. on the 

payment of a prescribe fee. 

One National Center Needed: Once one's own library does not satisfy 

the immediate need of the user. the library has to go out and seek help 

from some other library, near or far. Would it not be more appropriate 

if all the libraries of a nation could direct their inquiry to just one 

speci fi c 1 i brary from where they could get. and for sure. what they 

want? All this may sound somewhat utopian to some. but the landing on 

the moon also was considered more than utopian by some until it became 

a reality! All radical ideas, ideas ahead in time by a generation or 

even a decade, are regarded by some (who have no vision for the future) 

as utopi an. We are not di sturbed if our ideas seem to some as 

far-fetched today. We are thinking of 1999 and not of today. 

India's Needs: Taking India as an example. we can make some 

specific observations. The Indian National Scientific Documentation 

Centre in New Delhi has been serving as the national center for 

procuring documents not available in the immediate library of a 

researcher. The Centre has developed thi s servi ce to a remarkable 

extent. Yet it does not have its own collection of any great 

si gn i fi cance. It depends on other Ii brari es i ncludi ng those located 

overseas. Many a time the Centre finds it more convenient to get a copy 

of the needed document from overseas rather than from ali brary in 

India! However. it is far. far away from the kind of service that is 
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ideal. Moreover, its services are confined to the physical and 

biological sciences. 

The whole universe of social sciences and the humanities remains 

untouched as far as India is concerned. There is no comparable service 

in these division of knowledge. SSDC has merely published a series of 

union catalogs, but, as far as we know, it has no provision for 

procuring copies of documents on demand even in its own subject areas . l 

India May Lead Neighborjng Countries: It is high time that India 

develops such a centralized national service and points the way to some 

other countries, which look towards her for leadership in similar 

ventures. India has been evolving a socialistic pattern of society of 

her own choice, where many of the vital activities of the people are 

controlled and admi ni stered by the Central Government. It is but 

appropriate that such a Government creates a national center of serials 

which can maintain not only a comprehensive union list of serials on 

perpetual basis, but also build up the greatest reservoir of the 

collections of serials which may be made available not only to the 

entire nation to draw upon when needed, but also to the neighboring 

countri es in the whole of Eastern hemi sphere. A seeker of knowledge 

whether interested in the physical or biological sciences, social 

sciences or the humanities, should be required to approach only one 

center, which should be able to satisfy all his/her needs. It may take 

some time, but even Rome was not built in a day, as they say. 

Future Trends in the USA 

Inter-library loan of documents Q£ volumes of periodical 

publ i cat ions: In the U. S. A. attempts are bei ng made to establ ish a 

National Library and Information Services Network. It will be centered 

in the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. It will include a lending 

library of more than forty thousand peri odi cals. Thi s was a proposal 

only sometime ago. We don't know the latest situation. 

1 This was written many years ago. Recently we got a circular telling 

us of such services being provided now by the SSDC. 
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The network's main advantage will be its straightforward business 

operation, not depending only upon the goodwill of neighboring libraries 

as the present inter-library loan system works. 

INSDOC Moves Ahead: Let us conclude this section with a happy note. 

It is gratifying to note that the INSDOC is moving toward the above goal 

in its own, yet limited way. We are referring to its development of an 

extensive data base as reported in the Introduction to the Union 

Catalogue of Serials in West Bengal. But thi s wi 11 be only a drop in 

the bucket. The fi nal goal can be reached only through a nati onal 

center of serials as outlined above. 
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RANGANATHAN AND HIS DISCIPLES 

Ranganathan, a Visionary 

Notwithstanding all the outstanding contributions made by 

Ranganathan toward the development of Library Sci ence in Indi a, it can 

safely be stated that he was a great vi si onary--more theoreti cal than 

practical, more idealistic than realistic. And so were many of his 

disciples. They did not accept any alternatives. Whatever they 

propounded was the ultimate truth, the paramartha! According to them 

there was only one way of performing a library operation. And that one 

was what Ranganathan had preached! Nevertheless India as a whole does 

not follow hi m at all, although he has influenced the mi nds of many 

librarians both at home and abroad. 

Categories of Information: 

arranged in accordance wi th hi s 

Ranganathan's 

own system of 

Union Catalogue is 

classification called 

Colon, which gives a unique individualizing class number to each title. 

The class number represents (and expresses) the name of the speci fi c 

subj ect, the type of the PP, and the country and the date of ori gi n. 

Next in order come the following categories of information or data 

elements: 

1. Title 

2. Sponsoring body 

3. Statement of the volumes published and the years of publication 

4. Whether the periodical is still current 

5. Cumulative index 

6. Changes in the name of the periodical or its sponsoring body 

7 . Other periodicals, either amalgamating or amalgamated by, the 

periodical described in the entry 

8. Holdings. 

In spite of the fact that 

detailed, yet he omits one 

Ranganathan makes hi s entri es somewhat 

important element--the information on the 
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publisher. While CASSI, for example, gives it the prominent place it 

deserves, Ranganathan brushes it aside, saying: 1 

Not <an ~ Address-Book: The entry of a periodical does not 

gi ve the address of its pub I i sher or sponsor. The catalogue 

cannot serve as an address book. For the address of most would 

have changed by now. 

published from time 

Further, a separate address book is being 

to time, either by the trade or by an 

international organization. <po 26> 

We fai I to understand the logic. We are concerned here with the 

current address and not the past one . Why to consult some other source 

if the address could be obtained right there in the union catalog 

itself, provided it is already incorporated to begin with? We don't 

know which "Address book" Ranganathan is referring to. He ought to have 

given some other, more convincing argument. Similar arguments were 

advanced by UCD, justi fyi ng the omi ssi on of many of the categori es of 

information of great historical importance that Ranganathan has provided 

in hi sown Catalogue declari ng them to be essent i al! SSDC does not 

believe in the history at all!! 

The Main Purpose: Ranganathan admi ts that "the mai n purpose of a 

Union Catalogue is to serve as a location list" <po 177>. However, he 

enumerates several "secondary" purposes, such as (1) disclosure of all 

the periodical publications in a specific subject and in affiliated 

ones, (2) aid to selection of periodical publications, and (3) recording 

of the vicissitUdes in their career . In his opinion, if the structure 

could serve all the purposes, primary as well as secondary, "i t wi 11 be 

no doubt advantage." However, he introduces one pro v i so: "wi thout 

prejudice to the primary one. 

An Alternative: One of the objectives of Ranganathan's introducing 

a new type of union catalog (strictly classified) was to provide an 

alternative to the traditional alphabetical style and to provide data 

and basis for a comparative study. 

This discussion is based on S. 

Periodical Publications", Abgila, 

Introduction . 

In most cases, a union catalogue is 

R. Ranganathan's "Union Catalogue of 

1, 1950, pp. 177-188; and his UC, 
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consulted to locate a title. The use for other purposes is very limited 

indeed. Librarians working in large libraries know this very well from 

thei r day-to-day experi ence. Survi val of the fi ttest is the law of 

nature. Even in India this Ranganathan's new type of union catalogue 

could not take any roots whatsoever, leading us to conclude that 

Ranganathan's type does not serve even the primary purpose most 

effectively. This is truly tragic. 

Ranganathan ci rculated a "pi lot fasci cule" of hi s proposed "Un ion 

Catalogue" among certain leading librarians in India and abroad to 

elicit their opinion. According to Ranganathan, "the most predominant 

tendency shown by the majori ty of the cri ti cs was "the reluctance to 

make any change in establ i shed pract ice." Ranganathan dubbed thei r 

opi n i on as "gx cathedra pronouncement." However, he hi msel f makes an gx 

cathedra pronouncement with regard to certain other categories of 

information, regarded equally crucial by many compilers and users of the 

un i on catalogues. He says: The INSDOC catalogs conta in and feature 

many of the categories of information discarded by Ranganathan as 

non-permanent and non-essent i al. He says that "i nformati on of thi s 

nature will soon be out of date if not misleading." The union catalogs 

themselves become out of date. That is exactly why we need supplements 

and rev i sed edi t ions. Ranganathan goes to the extreme when he says: 

"Indeed we doubt whether it is wise to prepare such an aid to order-work 

covering all the periodicals publications of the world." One wonders if 

any attempt was ever made to cover ALL the peri odi cal publ i cati ons of 

the world, and even if such an attempt was made, whether it was ever 

successful! Ranganathan regards the attempt of the 

Index-bibliographicus (UNESCO) "to serve this ephemeral purpose" as 

"wasteful." 

Pleadi ngs for Classi fi ed Order: Ranganathan was a great proponent 

of hi s own type of classi fi ed catalog for books ina 1 i brary. He 

advances the same arguments in pleadi ng for the cause of a classi fi ed 

union catalog of periodical publications available in many cooperating 

libraries. While it is true that a reader may come to his (or her) 

1 i brary to see all the books related to hi sown speci fi c subject of 

greater or smaller intension, a researcher is seldom likely to consult a 
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union catalog just ~o see how many periodical publications exist in his 

field of interest. While conducting his literature survey, the searcher 

comes across certain citations and references and goes to the union 

catalog to see where those speci fi c ti tIes of the peri odi cal 

publications, containing the research papers of his interest, are 

avai lable. Indexi ng and abstracti ng peri odi cals, for example, are hi 5 

primary and initial sources to consult, and not the union catalog, when 

he is engaged in ascertaining what has already been published in his 

fi eld of interest. At times a faculty member may be interested in 

locating the titles of all the periodical publications in a specific 

subject, but it would be for the selection and ordering purposes (i.e. 

collection-building and library enrichment> and not for individual 

research. And it will be generally true only when the foundations of a 

library or specific department of studies are being laid. A library 

already developed seldom needs such a classi fi ed 1 i st, as far as the 

primary presentation is concerned. 

Ranganathan says: "In the Oi cti onary Type, the entri es-- mai n as 

well as added--are arranged alphabetically. The inevitable result is 

that there is no groupi ng together of the publ i cati ons belongi ng to a 

specific subject <p.178>." The question is, do we need such a grouping? 

Our answer is in the negative. BUCOP and ULS, for example , do not 

attempt at all to sat i sfy thi ski nd of subj ect approach. INSOOC 

catalogs, however, do attempt, but their main part is strictly 

alphabetical giving the main entries, while several indices satisfy 

other approaches regarded so vi tal by Ranganathan as to make hi m lose 

sight of the main objective of the union catalog, i.e. to serve as the 

location list . 

Idiosyncrasies of PP's: Ranganathan has isolated eighteen types of 

idiosyncrasies of periodical publications and has advanced this 

phenomenon as his argument for accepting his type of union catalog. 

However, the very attempt to achieve individualization of the titles 

through depth classification makes the union catalogue most difficult to 

use. His type may be a product of a genius, but its use is very limited 

indeed. Only scholars of hi s type can fi nd it useful. It is not meant 

for general use in research libraries, large or small. Furthermore, a 
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union catalog of periodical publications is meant for the use of all the 

parti ci pati ng Ii brari es and thei r readers . It is not proper for the 

compilers to impose their own type of system on all of them. The 

question is: What is needed by the majority? Ranganathan's catalog was 

meant not only for the libraries in India, but for many libraries abroad 

as well. Who in the world would comprehend his type of mystic 

classification in a foreign land such as Indonesia? 

His Master's Voice 

The wri ti ngs of Ranganathan' s di sci pIes are naturally bound to be 

supportive of what their guru had preached them. For example, 

Parthasarathy discusses classified Ya. alphabetical arrangement and then 

says: "It is desirable that a UC <union catalog> should serve not only 

as a fi ndi ng list but also serve the other functi ons enumerated in 

Section 3 : Functions of UC." (Parthasarathy 1963: 178). The question is 

which is the most important, primary function of the UC? If it is to 

locate a title with the greatest ease and the least expense of time, and 

find all the needed data within the shortest span of time, the 

alphabetical UC providing full data in the main alphabetical part will 

serve the mai n purpose in the best possi ble manner. We cannot agree 

that the second objective stated above (to serve the other functions as 

well) can be best achi eved by arrangi ng the catalogue ina classi fi ed 

manner. We have to be gu i ded by the ma in funct i on and not by any 

subsi di ary or secondary funct ions. By arrangi ng the entri es through an 

artificial classificatory language of ordinal numbers, intelligible only 

to a chosen few, we are defeating the main purpose. 

parthasarathy for Superiority of Classified Order 

Presenti ng the pros and cons of alphabeti cal versus classi fi ed 

arrangement, and trying to prove the superiority of the latter, 

Parthasarathy argues that in alphabetical arrangement, the catalogue is 

unipartite while in classified arrangement the catalogue is always 

bipartite (Parthasarathy 1963: 177), But it is not true. The INSDOC 

catalogues follow the alphabetical arrangement; nevertheless they are 
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bipartite, rather multipartite. Here are some other arguments advanced 

by Parthasarathy and our response to each one of them. 

Change of ti tIe may affect locati on, but not if the 

arranged by the earliest title, which is the standard 

British libraries. 

serials 

practice 

are 

in 

If the serials are arranged strictly by the title and the name of 

the sponsoring body is not taken to be the filing element (the heading), 

as is done by the INSDOC, any change in the name of the sponsoring body 

will not affect location. 

Parthasarathy does not elaborate how transl i terat i on of title or 

name of a sponsori ng body ina forei gn language poses a problem in 

location. If an internationally accepted system of transliteration is 

adopted, there should be no problem at all! 

There is at least one area in which Parthasarathy did not find any 

fault with the alphabetical arrangement as compared with the classified 

arrangement. If there is a change in subject by amalgamati on or 

splitting of periodicals, there is no effect on location in alphabetical 

arrangement, while there is an effect on location if the arrangement is 

classified. 

As far as the number of steps for locating a periodical through the 

title is concerned, alphabetical arrangement is certainly advantageous 

because at least in 50 percent of the cases there is only one step 

involved. Thus Parthasarathy accepts the superi ori ty of the 

alphabetical arrangement over classified arrangement in an area which is 

the primary function of the union catalogue, i.e. to locate a periodical 

where it is available, as is generally accepted by the majority of the 

users. 

Parthasarathy says: "Two steps in most cases. Generally location 

through alphabetical part." Of course, location is through the 

alphabetical part, but (in Ranganathan's type) the alphabetical part is 

only an index to the main part. There is hardly any information in the 

index part. One has necessarily to go to the main part to get whatever 

information is desired. An index leads to the text. The index does not 

give any fact or information. It merely serves as a means to lead the 

inquirer to the main part. 
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Another Record of H;s Master's Vo;ce 

L;sts of Per;od;cal Publ;cat;ons: structure and Arrangement 

In hi s paper Parthasarathyl says: "The extent of usefulness of a 

union catalogue of periodical publications depends in a large measure on 

its structure" (Parthasarathy 1963: 176). The Un i on Catalogue of 

Learned Peri odi cal Publ i cati ons in South Asi a; vol. .1.l. Physi cal and 

Biological Sciences <compiled by> S. R. Ranganathan and others (Delhi. 

Indian Library Association. 1953) is an exclusive example of the type of 

union catalogs preached and practiced by Ranganathan and his followers. 

Its subtitle specifies the coverage of physical and biological Sciences. 

The half title page specifies the "natural sciences." The main part is 

arranged by Ranganathan's colon classification. 

from A to M. Th is is the coverage of the 

publications. 

It covers hi s classes 

subjects of periodical 

These peri odi cals are located in the followi ng countri es of South 

Asia: 1) Indonesia; 2) Malaya; 3) Thailand; 4) Burma; 5) Ceylon (now 

Sri Lanka); and, of course. India. Nunn's work has the following title: 

Southeast Asi an Peri odi cal s. Whi Ie Ranganathan' s work avowedly covers 

all the specific periodical publications published all over the world 

and locates them in the specific libraries of the specified countries, 

Nunn's work identifies the periodical publications originating from the 

specified South-East Asian countries and locates them in the libraries 

allover the world. 

Thus we see that the publi cat ions need to be sorted ei ther by 

subjects or the country of ori gi n. Then they can be grouped by 

libraries allover the world or in specified geographic regions. Either 

way. we find the need for total manipulability and complete flexibility. 

Both the catalogs are international in scope. yet their individual 

approach is different. Of course. in Ranganathan's work the predominant 

feature is subject. while in Nunn's work it is the alphabet. 

1 We are giving so much prominence to Parthasarathy because he happens 

to be the chief spokesman of the Ranganathan's school of union 

cataloging. 
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Ranganathan covers only certai n subjects in the fi eld of knowledge. 

while Nunn covers all the fields. Also Ranganathan's work is much. more 

detailed as compared to Nunn. There is no comparison. 

India Goes Her Own Way: Whatever may be the intrinsic value of this 

type of catalog. the Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre. a 

premier institution of India engaged in scientific bibliographic work. 

which has compiled and published a large number of regional union 

catalogs. di d not follow the phi losophy of Ranganathan and hi s 

associ ates. It is to be remembered that Ranganathan played a leadi ng 

role in the planni ng and establ i shment of thi s i nsti tuti on. It was 

staffed mostly by his disciples and followers. The work of INSDOC is 

limited to the physical and biological sciences. INSDOC was the first 

major institution in India to prepare and publish union 9atalogs of 

peri odi cals on a large scale. It was followed by the Soci al Sci ence 

Documentation Centre of the Indian Council of Social Science Research . 

Thi s Centre too di d not follow the phi losophy of Ranganathan. Even a 

private and individual enterprise (PiH) is non-Ranganathan type. So 

India herself has totally rejected Ranganathan's philosophy of union 

catalogi ng! Both the seri es of catalogs are stri ctly alphabeti cal. 

INSDOC providing multiple indices to satisfy the variegated approaches 

of varied users. 

Lists of periodical publications. especially of the directory type. 

are structured and arranged in di verse ways to sat i sfy the di verse 

tastes and needs of diverse users. It is but natural. For example. the 

Press in India is first divided geographically by states and then by 

frequency. and finally by language and title. It provides an 

alphabetical index. 

Current Indian Periodicals in English is first subdivided by 

subjects and then alphabetically by title. It follows the path of 

Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory. except that it has an 

added device of serial numbers for locating tha desired title. 

Indian Periodicals in Print strictly follows the alphabetical order. 

However. it contains another volume for the subject index. 

Accessions List. India 1976 (Quinquennial cumulation) is first 

grouped by the type of agency publishing the serial. e.g. Commercial. 
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Government and Quasi-government. Then the serials are grouped by 

language and then arranged alphabetically by title. There is a detailed 

index. And the List is also provided with the same detailed information 

grouped by subject. 

Even the union lists follow the same principle. The great American 

ULS is stri ctly alphabeti cal. NST too is alphabeti cal, but it has a 

subject index too. TULIP is at present strictly alphabetical by 

author/title, but it has potential to get sorted by many fields. We 

don't know of any other published union list which has been endowed with 

50 many potentialities to satisfy all types of approaches of all the 

users. 

Brummel Opposes Classi fi ed Order: If Ranganathan' s theory was not 

followed even in hi s own country, is it not too much to exp.ect that it 

would be accepted overseas? Dr. L. Brummel, Oi rector of the Royal 

Library of Netherlands, reacted upon Ranganathan's claim of the 

usefulness of classified arrangement in the following terms (1956: 85): 

Again, a systematically arranged list requires the user to 

be more or less familiar with the system followed. In the 

Un i on catalogue of learned peri odi cal pub I i cat ions in South 

Asia, the Colon Classification is applied. A brief examination 

of the Union Catalogue shows, however, contrary to what Dr. 

Ranganathan says in the introductory chapters of the list, that 

it is not possi ble to use it effi ci ently wi thout knowi ng the 

colon classification. Perhaps this objection is less felt in 

India, but for lists intended to be used in many countries the 

alphabetical arrangement remains the most accessible. 

We do not believe that just because Colon originated in India there 

is less objection in India if a union catalog is arranged 

systemat i cally. As i ndi cated above, all the INSOOC catalogues follow 

the alphabetical arrangement without any exception. Even for the 

"Classified Index" INSOOC has used the UOC rather than Colon. Therefore 

it is not logical to say that just because Colon might be more 

intelligible in Ind:a, Indian librarians would prefer a union catalog 

systematically arranged. 
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Classification of Se;!rials: A Difficult Task: Brumme;!l has pointe;!d 

out anothe;!r proble;!m in trying to classify the;! se;!rials (1956: 85). "The;! 

fie;!ld covere;!d by a pe;!riodical is ve;!ry ofte;!n not so cle;!arly de;!fine;!d as to 

make;! it possible;! to classify the;! pe;!riodical unde;!r one;! heading." Similar 

vie;!ws we;!re expresse;!d by Girja Kumar, another devoted disciple of 

Ranganathan, at the Wheat Loan Library Workshop held in Delhi in 1962. 

Ranganathan himself has presented his difficulties in trying to 

classify the titles without first physically verifying them: 

Apologi a: Classi fi cati on: Rule number one in 

classification is "Do not classify by title." Rule number two 

is "Read the book to determine its specific subject." Both 

these rules have had to be violated in most cases. This was 

due to "Absentee classification." 

most of the periodicals. Result: 

number. (1953: 14-15) 

We did not have access to 

Probability for wrong 

And so had felt his disciples while preparing the second edition of 

his Union Catalogue. "Not having physical access to the periodicals 

created the usual difficulties in classification" of the titles included 

in the Union Catalogue (Narayana 1963: 212). 

Theory Y.2.:.. Practice: We wonder if these pure theoreticians ever 

realized whether their theoretical approach is practicable too. The 

larger the geographical area to be covered and the greater the number of 

titles to be included, the more difficult it will be;! to assign 

individualizing, co-extensive class numbe;!rs for all the periodical 

publications intended to be included in an e;!xhaustive union catalog. 

Unle;!ss and until a team of expert classifiers travels from library 

to library and classi fi es all the ti tle;!s desi red to be;! covered ina 

union catalog, the classification cannot be properly done. And is there 

any system of classification which will be acceptable to all the 

participating nations of the world if the union catalog is intended to 

cover more than one country as Ranganathan has attempted to do? Hi s 

Catalogue covers not only India, but many other countries as well. 

Structure;!, Not .A Dete;!rmi nant: We made;! a reference;! earl i er to 

Parthasarathy's vi ew that the structure determi nes the usefulness of a 

union list (DiF 1963: 176>' When Ranganathan and his disciples talk 
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about the structure, they mean classified order derived from the 

so-called depth classification. We do not agree. The "structure" is 

limited to the "physical constitution," the physique. So the usefulness 

of a union list certainly can not be judged by this quality alone! 

There are many other factors such as the extent of the coverage of the 

info rmat ion, reI i ab iIi ty of the data presented, and the scope of the 

geographical area covered, and last but not the least, the richness of 

the collections of the cooperating libraries. Also it matters how 

current and up-to-date the list is. In brief, how good a specific list 

is will be determined by all these factors combined rather than just by 

one physical form. If "physique" alone becomes the prime factor in 

judging the value of, say, a man, a man endowed with a well-built body 

must be regarded superi or as a man to one who does not have it (a 

well-built body), but is able to render greater service to the cause of 

humanity through his wisdom and self-sacrificing actions. Even with a 

frail body Mahatma Gandhi was able to subdue the ferocious John Bull! 

And Mother Teresa di d not get the Nobel Peace Pri ze because of her 

physical qualities. If we follow the philosophy of Parthasarathy, only 

the athletes will be regarded as the best in the world! 

Uni versal Classi fi catory Language Needed: The advocates of 

classified arrangement such as Parthasarathy can be compared to a small 

country in, say, Europe, trying to impose her own language on the entire 

continent, nay, the entire universe. Even in India, the artificial 

classificatory language called "Colon" is limited to a very small circle 

indeed. Unless and until we have a universal classificatory language, 

acceptable to the ent ire uni verse, or at least to most of the users 

throughout the world, the talk of classi fi ed arrangement for a uni on 

catalog prepared for the use of the entire universe is truly academic. 

Even the so-called "Uni versal Deci mal Classi fi cati on" is not really 

uni versal. If it had been really so, there was no necessi ty for 

Ranganathan to evolve a new language of his own called "Colon." 

parthasarathy on Functions of UC 

Parthasarathy enumerates the functions of a UC (Parthasarathy 1963: 

176-77): 

- 130 -





RANGANATHAN 

1. Indicate the availability of a periodical when the title is 

known, or th~ name of the sponsoring body is known, or the 

subject covered by it is known ; 

2. Facilitate expeditious inter-library loan by indicating the 

location on the basis of geographical contiguity of the 

participating libraries; 

3. Help libraries to avoid unnecessary duplication of periodicals 

available in the libraries of the locality, region, or country; 

4. Indicate all the changes in the career of a periodical; and 

5. Show the richness of collections in the various subject fields. 

It is not clear what Parthasarathy means by "sponsori ng body" in 

category no .1. We are not sure whether he accepts the concept of 

"Corporate Authorshi p". All the sponsori ng bodi es necessar-'j ly do not 

accept the responsi bi Ii ty for the authorshi p of the contents of even 

their own publications. His term "sponsoring body" needs definition and 

clarification. 

His category no. 2, we would like to point out, suffers from lack of 

logic. Expeditious inter-library loan is not necessarily facilitated by 

geographical contiguity. If one were to visit a library personally to 

see the volumes of a periodical, geographical contiguity might be a 

contri buti ng factor. But the same is not true when a volume of a 

periodical (or a copy of its part) is to be obtained on loan. Much 

depends upon the will to co-operate on the part of the library owning 

the needed volume. The question is whether the specific library wants 

to cooperate or not. Those who have ever tried to borrow a periodical 

volume know very well the problems involved. The days when libraries 

used to lend (whole) bound volumes are no more here. They are all gone 

and are part of the past. As faci Ii ti es for photo-dupl i cati on become 

more and more available, even in the emerging nations of the East, 

Ii brari es prefer supplyi ng photo-copi es of the needed arti cles rather 

than the whole volumes. They are reluctant to lend individual volumes 

not only because they are constantly needed by the i r own clientele, but 

also the volumes are likely to be lost or damaged in transit. We were 

- 131 -





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

told by the officers at the INSDOe that at times they find it easier to 

get an inter-library loan request filled from abroad than from India. 

With regard to the avoidance of duplication enumerated in category 

no. 3, it may be feasible in a specific library system, where the 

acquisition is centralized for a number of constituent units. It is 

merely an idea when we try to consi der it at a regi onal or nati onal 

level. It is a wish only. It is seldom put into practice. 

Whether a periodical is to be acquired on permanent basis or not is 

to be decided on the basis of the extent of its use. We do not believe 

scholars of a particular region would like to depend always on 

i nter-l i brary loan! No doubt, the lesser the use of a ti tIe the more 

acceptable will be the cooperative acquisition for it, but this is 

seldom achieved in wider area, as already pointed out. 

Of all the functions of a union catalog enumerated by Parthasarathy, 

the last is the most irrelevant when we consider the union list as a 

national or international library research resource. Parthasarathy did 

not specify the richness of the collections in terms of what--locality, 

region, or country. This may be a deciding factor if the selection for 

all, or a specific number of, libraries covered by the union catalog is 

centralized and an authority is empowered to evaluate the collection 

with a view to enrich or develop it on a systematic basis. "Richness of 

collections in various subject fields" is too wide a concept to be a 

determining factor in defining the functions of a union catalog. These 

theoretical pundits preach an idea but do not realize the full 

implications of what they preach. 

co-operat;ve Acqu;s;t;on Program 

Parthasarathy is not alone in luring his readers towards an 

imaginary goal, a distant and illusory possibility. B. S. Kesavan, 

Director of the INSDOe enumerates certain facilities that will be 

generated by the production and publication of the union catalogs. l We 

could agree wi th hi m when he !lay !I that thea catalog would cQrtai nly 

facilitatea inter-library loan, but we wonder whether any specific 

1 Introduction to "INSDOe catalogue: Bangalore." 
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co-ordinated acquisition program would result by the production and 

publication of such union catalogs. Libraries continue to receive their 

own subscr i pt ion s no matter where el se 

There could be some coordination and 

the same title is available. 

the resultant elimination of 

wastage between a branch and its parent 1 i brary or a departmental and 

main library, but two libraries independent of each other would seldom 

discontinue the sUbscription to a title if it is constantly needed by 

its own clientele, especially because every scholar truly interested in 

research is anxious to see the latest issue in his field the moment it 

is released from the press! Also the libraries are more and more 

reluctant to lend the bound volume of peri odi cal publ i cati ons. The 

utmost they could do is to supply xerox copies of the needed specific 

articles. 

A British librarian supports our view. W.A. Smith of the British 

Museum and the editor of the World List says (1953: 247): 

The members of the ori gi nal commi ttee consi de red one of 

the main aims of the World List would be to encourage the 

interchange of redundant copi es. They thought, if it was 

found that there were two copies of a periodical in Cambridge 

and none in Oxford, that one would go to Oxford. I do not 

know how far this aim has been carried out, but I suspect not 

far. 

Well we should not be surpri sed if both Kesavan and Parthasarathy 

sing the same song, because they both come from the same institution, 

the INSDOC! 

Ranganathan's uc, 2d ed. 

Some Distinctive Features 

Alphabetizing Entries: In preparing the revised second edition of 

Ranganathan's Un i on Catalogue, INSDOC followed certa in chosen rules of 

its own with regard to the alphabetization of entries and recording of 

the holdings data. 

Definite and indefinite articles were omitted not only in the 

beginning but in the middle of the serials titles. Abbreviated forms of 
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names or words in different languages were treated as if they were in 

English. For example, boletim, boletin, boletinal, bolletin, bolletino, 

etc. were treated as if they were all "bulletin" only. The terms annual 

report, report, special report, technical report, etc. were treated 

strictly as "report" only. 

We can understand and appreciate such arbitrary decisions made for 

one's own convenience. But the reasons advanced by G. J. Narayana 

(Narayana 1963: 197): are amusing. He says: "These rules were framed as 

it was found that the library returns did not all conform either to the 

strict spelling or to the strict words found in the titles of the PP." 

Data Verification: It is evident that the compilers did not verify 

the correctness of the data in entries either by personal visit to the 

libraries--at least some selected ones, if not all--or by consulting 

standard sources which are generally based on direct verification. They 

list forty reference sources that could have enabled them to veri fy 

almost any title covered by their union catalog. 

Holdi ngs were expressed in terms of both volumes and years. The 

currency or continuity of the receipt of a serial was denoted by "cIt 

rather than ,,_It or "+". Figures representing the missing volumes were 

enclosed in ci rcular brackets if the gap was 1 i mi ted to a few volumes 

only, or when it represented a continuous sequence. Incomplete volumes 

were further printed in italics to differentiate them from the missing 

ones. If a holdi ng was too incomplete the whole run was enclosed in 

circular brackets . 

LIBRARY NUMBER: TULIP category # 900 

Assigning a "library number," or 

participating in the project, forms an 

a specific symbol for a library 

integral (and important) part of 

the work involved in preparing and publishing a union list. Ranganathan 

and his disciples advocate the arrangement of libraries strictly on the 

principle of geographical contiguity. They do not adopt the 

geographi cal-alphabeti cal arrangement as is commonly found in Ameri ca 

and England. 

G. J. Narayana and others di scuss thi s topi c in thei r paper on 

Library Number (Narayana 1963: 193): 
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A library could be represented in the holdings card <?> by 

its complete name or by a number. But considerations of 

brevi ty and the advantage of arrangi ng the Ii brari es on the 

basis of their geographical contiguity <!> led to the 

preference of numbers to name. 

A separate number <lower case letter> was assi gned to each state. 

Cities with large concentration of libraries like Bangalore, Bombay, 

Calcutta, Delhi, and Madras were each given a separate letter. This was 

followed by the "locality number," once again a lower case number 

<letter?>. Types of libraries were divided and represented by Arabic 

numerals and the subject specialization was shown by assigning Colon 

symbols (capital letters). In our opinion, full numbers thus arrived at 

were intelligible only to those who were quite familiar with the Colon 

language. There was no mnemonic, no aid to memory. 

INSDOC follows a different pattern. In its Regional Union Catalogue 

of Scientific Serials: Bangalore, it uses a six-digited library symbol, 

consisting of all capital letters. Since all the libraries are located 

in one city (Bangalore) the first three digits denoting the state and 

ci ty seem to be redundant. However, thi s may be helpful when these 

symbols are integrated into a comprehensive union list including other 

geographi cal areas. The fourth di gi t denotes the subject, not in an 

artificial classificatory language as is done by Colon, but in natural 

language (English) where "A" stands for "Agriculture" and "E" stands for 

"Engi neeri ng." The last two letters "usually stand for the fi rst two 

initials of the name of the library." 

The Union Catalogue of Serials in the Geological Survey of India 

Libraries, though compiled and published by the INSDOC, follows a 

di fferent pattern. "A four di gi ted symbol consi sti ng of numeral and 

capital letters is used. The first numeral represents the Office with 

which the library is attached, e.g. (1) Headquarters, (2) Regional 

Office, (3) Circle Office. The next two letters stand for two initials 

of the name of the Offi ce, and the last letter represents the place 

where the library is located." 

collecting and Verifying the Data 
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Narayana enumerates four methods for the collection and verification 

of the detai Is of the hi story of a peri odi cal publ i cati on (Narayana 

1963: 205-07): 

1. Direct examination of the periodical publication; 

2. Data provided by larger libraries, provided they 

are accurate and complete; 

3. Data provided in published UC's provided they are 

authentic, accurate, and up-to-date; and 

4. The first edition. 

In preparing the second edition of Ranganathan's Catalogue, the 

first method was ruled out because visiting a large number of libraries 

to collect and veri fy the data for about 15,000 ti tIes was 

time-consuming, entailed heavy expenditure, and needed large 

professional staff. In the absence of these essentials, direct 

verification by personally visiting the libraries was not possible. 

Narayana says that even if it were possible to visit the libraries, they 

might not have all the data. And he is right. Unless the library has a 

complete set of the periodical publication, it may not be possible to 

collect and record the total data with regard to the PP in reference. 

Consultation of other sources would be absolutely necessary even after 

visiting the participating libraries. But such cases would be only a 

few. According to Narayana, "there are more suitable and less expensive 

methods as described in section .3 and .4!" These methods may be "less 

expensive" but we cannot agree that they are "more suitable." Probably 

by "di rect 

(records) 

examination 

examination" Narayana means the verification of the catalogs 

of individual libraries and not the physical, direct 

of the total sets of peri odi cal publ i cati ons, because he 

says (Narayana 1963: 206): 

Direct examination method may work very well, if the making 

of catalogue entries for the PP is done on a cooperative basis, 

or if the participating libraries themselves prepare and supply 

the catalogue entries according to the prescribed standard. In 

that case, the major problem will be the one of co-ordination 

of the work done by each library and the one of maintaining 

uniformity ~f standard throughout. 
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While rejecting the method of "direct verification," Narayana says: 

"In thi s method, the catalogue entry for a PP is made only after 

ascertaining its history by physical verification. This means 

collecting the details of the history for every PP by examining from its 

first to its last issue."l 

We fail to understand why direct verification will be needed at all 

if the catalog entri es are done on a cooperati ve basi s, or if the 

participating libraries themselves prepare and supply the catalog 

entries according to the prescribed standard. 

Systematic Rendering of the Data 

cataloging 

Narayana talks about the cataloging of the periodical publications 

by individual libraries according to the standard specified in relation 

to the second method, i.e. Use of Library Catalogues. Here his 

statement makes enough sense. He says (Narayana 1963: 206): 

A second method is possible, if the participating libraries 

have their returns or catalogues of PP built according to the 

standard specified. Then the catalogue entries for the 

periodical publication can be taken directly from those lists. 

There is a thi rd method: Take help from other publ i shed uni on 

catalogs. However, one will have to consult a large number of catalogs 

and since there will be no uniformity of cataloging practice among such 

a large number of diverse libraries around the globe, the result will be 

total chaos. Also, there will be no authoritative basis to determine 

which particular catalog gave the correct information if there was any 

variation in reporting, i.e. if there was a conflict. 

Of course, the fourth method of using an earlier edition is possible 

only if there is an earlier edition. However, it can form only a basis 

But fresh data will have for additions, alterations, and corrections. 

This statement clarifies the issue. 

"Physi cal veri fi cati on" is taken to mean 

volumes, piece by piece. 

- 137 -

Narayana means business. 

direct examination of the 





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

to be secured which will force us to face all the problems! It would 

have become obsolete in many respects. There is no guarantee of its 

reliability. So its use will have only a limited benefit. 

INSDOC used all these methods. They started wi th the method no. 

2.4. For new titles the method no. 2.3 was used. To a limited extent 

they used the method no. 2.1. They did not use the method no. 2.2 at 

all! 

Direct Verification 

There is no substitute for direct verification. In the absence of 

any uniformity of practice among libraries and union catalogs, it is 

absolutely essential that a team of catalogers personally vi si ts the 

major libraries for collecting the data. Needless to say, the details 

for a specific title will have to be taken once only. A subsequent 

visit to another library may be utilized to list the periodicals not 

held by the previous library, and for obtaining any additional data, or 

getting the missing/lacking data of the titles previously recorded. If 

it is desi red to bri ng out an authenti c, exhausti ve, reI i able, good 

union catalog, money must be found by the national government, or a 

philanthropic organization, or the participating libraries themselves. 

There is no other alternative. Anything less will result in the 

creation of an inferior product. 

The revisors and editors of the second edition of Ranganathan's 

Union Catalogue used thirty reference sources, divided into three 

categories, viz: 1) Books of primary use; 2) Books of secondary use; and 

3) Books of occasional use. 

There are eight books in the first category, eleven in the second, 

and eleven in the thi rd. Books in the fi rst category are arranged on 

the basis of frequency of use. The British Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals tops this list! 

- 138 -





C HAP T E R VIII 

Some outstanding Issues 

Methodology for collecting Data 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials discussed three 

major methods of obtaining the data from libraries for the preparation 

of a union list, and concluded that "there is of course no necessity for 

relying on only one method." This principle applies to both the 

compi lers who collect the data and the 1 i brary whi ch suppl i es them. 

Wisdom demands that no single method be universally applied to all types 

of library situations. Rather, each case should be handled individually 

and on its own meri t and the best course be adopted taki ng all the 

factors in full consideration. 

The three methods are : 

This is the advice of the Committee. 

1) Microfilming Serials Records. Microfilming the entire serials 

records of the participating libraries and culling the desired 

information from those records by the editorial and compiling staff at 

the headquarters where the list is compi led. Thi s method may put a 

light burden on the participating libraries, but will put a very heavy 

burden on the editorial staff. It will be only a case of shifting the 

burden from one's shoulders to someone else's. The editorial staff will 

be required to go through the microfilm at the headquarters library and 

copy the data for the final list . They will have to devote a great deal 

of their time, money, and energy to secure the needed information. 

Anyone who has ever tried to read a microfilm and copy the information 

from it knows very well how arduous, tedious, and time-consuming the job 

is. 1 Even if the editorial staff is willing to undergo all the stress 

and stra in i nvol ved in the operat ion, and suffer the cost and labor, 

the task of microfilming the entire serials record of a large library 

wi 11 be a very costly affai r for all concerned. It is useful and 

necessary only if the projected list is to be a comprehensive one in the 

sense that each and every serial is incorporated into the final union 

1 i st. On the other hand, if the 1 i st is to be select iva in terms of 

1 How about getting the enlarged prints? Newer technologies beautifully 

solve our older problems! 
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subject areas such as the INSDOC science catalogs, or the SSDC social 

science catalogs, or the Humanities catalog of the India International 

Centre, the microfilming of all the serials in all the subjects will be 

terribly wasteful even if the facilities are made available for 

microfilming in participating libraries and the UL staff is prepared to 

devote the huge amount of time, money, and energy. 

Similarly, if it is proposed to prepare a list limited by a 

geographical area, the method of microfilming the entire serials record 

of even a small 1 i brary wi 11 be patheti cally wasteful. For example, a 

project of com::>iling a union list of Indian periodicals only in the 

fields of the numanities and social sciences available in major American 

libraries does not admit of any extensive microfilming method. The same 

situation prevailed when we prepared the ULLAS. 

Developing Countries: But the conditions in developing countries 

such as India are totally different. The libraries there--even the 

largest ones--invariably do not have the facilities for microfilming. 

Even if they have the machines, sometimes they don't have the raw film. 

Even if they had everything and in working condition, the operation will 

be too costly unless all the seri als are to be recorded, let it be 

reiterated. An easier as well as more economical method will be for a 

team of the edi tori al staff to vi si t each library wi th mi crofi lmi ng 

equipment of its own and make copies of the complete record of only such 

serials that fall within the purview of the fields or subject areas to 

be represented. 

2) Contri buti ng L i brari es Supply the Returns: Another method 

recommended by the Joint Committee is to ask the contributing libraries 

to supply their returns on "prepared" forms, provided the collection is 

not very large. Of course, their "returns" are expected to contain the 

bio-bibliographical data on the serial as well as a report on the 

holdings of their (specific) library. These forms would be collected 

and integrated at the central office and would form the basis for the 

union list. This may be called the direct-reporting method. 

Although this method gives distinct advantage to the editorial 

staff, yet it imposes great stress and stra in on each cooperat i ng 

library, which will be forced to report not only its unique individual 
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holdi ngs, but the same common bi o-bi bl i ographi cal data to be gi ven by 

all the other parti ci pati ng Ii brari es so far as the commonly held 

serials are concerned. This will again be a pitiable national wastage 

of the highest magnitude. 

The Committee does not give any details as to what these "prepared 

forms" would be with regard to their nature, content, and scope . 

Certa i nly these would not contai n all the bi o-bi bli ographi cal data. 

Says the Committee: 

The chief disadvantage of this method is that it imposes an 

unnecessary task of furnishing duplicating bibliographical 

information on all libraries <mark the words "duplicating" and 

"all"> which hold the title. The time spent in writing out the 

name of the journal is probably little greater from that which 

would be needed to locate the title in a checking edition, but 

the copying of place and date of publication, notes of change 

of title, suspensions, etc. would be time-consuming. <po 12> 

Heavy Strain on the Contributing Libraries: This method puts a 

heavy strain on the contributing library, unless it has already prepared 

its own list. Some libraries in India have, but their lists are never 

up-to-date. It is merely a case of passing the buck. Where in the 

world is a library which would have adequate staff, especially in these 

hard times, that would prepare a list of all its serials by copying them 

by typewri ter or by hand? Thi sis the very reason why the edi tori al 

staff has to wait for years to get the returns from many libraries, and 

in spite of numerous reminders does not get any response whatsoever from 

some of them. 

At the time the first edition of the first union list in the world 

was prepared, i.e .. when the primordial list came into being, this 

method mi ght have been desi rable and necessary, but not now. The 

question is why should each and every participating library be forced to 

copy out all the bi ographi cal and bi bl i ographi cal detai Is of each and 

every title it holds? We would like to stress once again, even at the 

risk of being repetitive, that it is a terrible national wastage of 

time, money, and energy. If the libraries are required to submit their 

returns on "prepared forms," why couldn't these forms be made to contain 
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all the details preprinted to begin with? Why we do not ourselves 

"pre-pare" them? We may remark in passing (or as an aside) that this is 

a modest contribution of TULIP! 

The question arises: Where are we going to get all the details 

from? Best results are obtained when the editorial office is physically 

located ina large library whi ch hopefully houses a large number of 

serials in its collection as well as a great number of reference 

resources. A master list could be prepared wi th the help of the 

collections of this library, which serves also as the headquarters for 

the editorial staff. 

3) Checking Edition: Before we discuss the above topic further, it 

will be more appropriate to discuss the third and last method 

recommended by the Joint Committee. It is to prepare "a checking 

edition, in which the entry and bibliographic information for the great 

majority <emph~sis added> of the titles would be printed." This 

"checking edition" will try to list all the known titles with their full 

bio-bibliographical details. It will be circulated among all the 

participating libraries with the request that they identify the titles 

held by them and report their specific holdings. 

Showing the advantages of this method, the Committee stated that it 

would be much easier for the reporting libraries. However, it will be 

necessary to submit to them at one time all the serial titles from A to 

Z. Making a case for completing the entire alphabet before circulating 

the edition, the Committee argued: 

Because of the differences in entry found in various 

libraries, the correlation of catalog entries and Union List of 

Serials entries is never perfect <!>. If a library is to be 

able to go through its catalog systematically it must have the 

whole list at one time or it will have no place in which to 

record ti tIes whi ch it has entered under a di fferent part of 

the alphabet. 

Extensive Delay: A great disadvantage in this method of preparing a 

checking edition is that it may take many years--of course, depending on 

the total number of serial titles to be covered--to compile and release 

the edition. Also the question of the availability of the staff will be 

- 142 -





OUTSTANDING ISSUES 

a determining factor. The libraries may take one or more years to 

report their holdings. And the editorial staff may subsequently have to 

take their own time, which may not be less than a year, even if we 

become more optimistic. The consequences will be--it is feared--that by 

the time the final edition appears, at least some of the data collected 

would have gone out of date and would need revision! There will be an 

immediate need for a revised edition and a supplement. 

Unique and Rare Titles Missed: But the greatest drawback in 

following this method is that the union list will be deprived of many 

unknown and hence unique, rare titles which are available only in one or 

two libraries in the nation. If they are not originally included in the 

checking edition, there is no way the holding library would report it 

to the Central Office, unless it checks its own Serials Catalog against 

the checking edition to see if any title possessed by it is not listed 

in the checking edition. This reverse checking process is only a 

hypothetical contingency and can hardly be put into practice. The 

Committee rightly concludes (1966: 13): 

There is of course no necessi ty for relyi ng on only one 

method. libraries which have a serial record susceptible of 

bei ng mi crofi Imed mi ght use that method; 1 i brari es wi th a 

relat i vely restri cted 1 i st of seri als mi ght use the di rect 

reporting method (which would in any case need to be used for 

additional titles); and other libraries might use the check

list. 

Checking Edition Has More Advantages: The preparation of a checking 

(bound) edition, containing all the serials from A to Z in order to make 

the entire alphabet available to the participating libraries has more 

disadvantages than the total number of advantages that can be 

enumerated . However, the grounds advanced by the Commi ttee for gi vi ng 

the entire alphabet to the libraries at one time (so that they could go 

over the exceptional cases of variation in the entry) provides hardly 

any justification for causing enormous delay in the preparation and 

final publication of the complete list. 

The Magi c of Pre-Prepared .1 Pre-fi lIed Forms: We can provi de for 

all the advantages of a checking edition without causing enormous delay 
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if we prov i de the Ii brari es wi th complete bi o-bi bl i ographi cal data on 

PRE-PREPARED and PRE-FILLED forms! These will be a set of data sheets of 

a standard size paper, say 8 1/2"x11" and will contain all the data that 

could be gathered from the records of the headquarters library and all 

other printed (or MS.) sources that contain any information on the 

serials to be included in the final list. Let it be remembered that 

this method of preparing the "checking edition" not in bound book form, 

but in flexible, manageable, individualized, unit sheets, has all the 

advantages of a unit catalog card (and ~ computer adaptability too!). 

Needless to repeat that each one of these data sheets (or data sets) 

will contain full biographical and bibliographical data of only one 

title on the basis of one-to-one-correspondence, the data that could be 

gathered from all the available bibliographical aids and library 

catalogs, save actual physical verification of the whole set itself. 

Even that can be accomplished with regard to some selected large 

libraries provided the funds are made available to the compiling agency. 

Practical Difficulties: A great deal of burden is placed on the 

participating libraries when they are asked to prepare their own lists 

of periodical pUblications along with the holdings and submit them to 

the Editorial Office. Moreover, there are many difficulties of a 

practical nature in obtaining correct and complete returns from the 

libraries even if they agree to cooperate. Brummel says (1956: 84): 

Difficulties of a practical nature are often encountered in 

such a work: different titles are sent in by libraries for one 

and the same periodical; periodicals are said to be current 

al though they have long ceased to appear; peri odi cals whose 

title has been changed are listed under the wrong title; for 

publications of learned societies the years in which meetings 

were held are confused wi th those in whi ch the reports were 

published. 

Brummel has beautifully paraphrased Smith's statement as presented 

above. The actual words of Smith are: 1 

1 How true! They echo what we have stated here and there, everywhere! 
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I must now say a few words on the difficulties and dangers 

which beset the compiler of a union list of periodicals. A 

great deal of an editor's time is taken up with trying to 

deduce, from the entries sent him, what the facts are. Here 

are some examples of the kinds of trouble that may arise: (1) 

Claims to possess current copies of periodicals long since 

dead. (2) In the case of peri odi cals whi ch have undergone 

changes of title, entering holdings under the wrong part. For 

instance, if a periodical ran from 1900-1910 under title A, 

and from 1910-1920 under title B, the whole may be entered 

under A only, or under B only, or under both, and in these 

changes of title it is often difficult to find out if the 

first part ended in 1909 or 1910. (3) The varying dates given 

to transactions of societies also give much trouble. A 

society may hold meetings from the year 1920 to 1927, 

publishing its transactions for these meetings. But the 

volumes themselves may bear the imprints 1921 to 1929. There 

are, therefore, two ways of indicating a complete set: 1920-27 

and 1921-29. Complete sets cause no trouble; but when partial 

sets, e.g. 1922-26 are entered, unless the volume numeration 

is also given, it is impossible to know whether these dates 

refer to the years in which the meetings were held, or to the 

years in which the volumes were published. Periodicals can, 

of course, be very intractable in themselves, as when they 

split up into different sections which later reunite; or when 

one of the secti ons breaks away, or gets incorporated in 

another peri odi cal. In extreme cases it i 5 i mpossi ble to 

indicate the changes in tabular form, and recourse has to be 

had to a statement in a footnote. But the greatest danger is 

in entering the same periodical in two or more different 

places, and thi s may ari se ina vari ety of ways. Much labor 

is expended in checking and counter-checking to try to 

eliminate duplication, but invariably a few escape discovery 

(1953: 246), 
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Direct Data Collection Essential: The tradition of libraries and 

librarianship in England is quite old as compared to a developing 

country such as India. If the British librarians could not provide 

satisfactory returns, one could very well imagine the quality and 

standard that would be generally displayed by librarians in India, who 

are at great disadvantage in many respects as compared to their peers in 

England. There are exceptions everywhere and all honor to them. Yet we 

go by the rule and not by excepti on. Therefore, many authori ti es 

advocate direct data collection and verification and urge that the 

compilers or their assistants visit the libraries if satisfactory 

returns are to be obtained. 

In India, for example, the INSDOC staff worked in the libraries of 

Bangalore that are represented in the Regional Union Catalogue of 

Scientific Serials: Bangalore. Even In America, the Duke Project, for 

example, provided for the full cost for the Project Staff personally 

visiting the participating libraries and verifying the data already 

collected by the Center through other means and methods. 

Finance, the Main stumbling Block 

However, lack of fi nance proves to be the ma in stumbl i ng block in 

any attempt · to visit libraries for direct data collection and 

veri fi cati on. Ranganathan has vi vi dly narrated the woes of a compi ler 

who aspires to verify the serial sets physically by visiting the 

libraries, yet who has no funds to travel from library to library. He 

found that there was a dire need for instructing the librarians in India 

how to prepare the returns. He desi gned a standard form for prepari ng 

and submitting the returns. Some libraries gave satisfactory returns. 

Others could not or would not. Logically enough, "some libraries asked 

for special staff to prepare the returns. Some others expressed 

inability to furnish the returns at all." Ranganathan concluded that 

someone must visit the libraries, and either prepare the returns himself 

or stimulate interest and show the way to the local people (Ranganathan 

1953: 12). 

Ranganathan himself tells us that hi s Catalogue suffers from many 

faults, but he could not remove them since he had no funds. He took the 
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risk of publishing it even in that faulty form. The alternative was not 

to publish it at all, which was less desirable from every point of view. 

As he put it: "We have thus taken great risk in publishing this 

catalogue with probability for all these four forms of fault. 

Agency for compilation and Editing 

Problems of Personnel 

In newly-ri si ng nati ons of the East, such as Indi a, where good 

library jobs are few and the librarians in abundance, it is almost 

impossible to get trained hands for a temporary job. This was our 

experience when we compiled the ULLAS (The Union List of Learned 

American Serials in India, 1966>' What we were able to get were only 

fresh graduates from the universities, still unemployed and waiting for. 

a regular, full-time job. In India people want job security and leave a 

temporary though promising job the moment they get a job in an 

established institution--even if it can offer only a temporary job to 

begin with. 

Established Institution Needed: The work of compiling a union list 

can be successfully accomplished only in a library with regular, 

full-time staff. Some staff can be spared always, of course, with some 

adjustment, provided the head of the institution wants. Temporary hands 

do not mind coming into an established institution even for a temporary 

job. They hope to get a permanent position someday in the future. But 

a library association or a library council cannot offer such prospects 

for the future. So no one wants to take the risk. 

An Alternative: Nevertheless, there is an alternative, which may 

prove equally effective and helpful. If one or two cooperating 

libraries could spare some of their staff and send them on deputation to 

the compi ling agency for a speci fi c peri od--wi thout thei r losi ng the 

lien and seniority in their own institution--they can certainly do a 

very good, reI i able job. If the work is undertaken by a nati onal 

organization such as INSDOC, facilities can be provided for the 

compilers to visit the participating libraries, at least some of them. 

Many compilers have concluded on the basis of their long experience that 

the machinery for compiling a union list should be housed in a national 
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institution such as the National Central Library in England, or the 

Library of Congress in the U.S.A. For example, Brummel says (1956: 

83-84) : 

Compilation and editing of a union list of periodicals is 

by no means an easy task, requiring much time, energy and 

accuracy. Its difficulties will be least if the work can be 

done in and by a library, since some staff will then always be 

avai lable for the cIeri cal work, and the necessary reference 

material will be at hand. 

However, Hingwe would not fully agree with the above view. He 

narrated his saddening experience at the Fifth Wheat Loan Library 

Workshop organized in 1962 by the India Wheat Loan Educational Exchange 

Program of the Foreign Service of the United States of America in New 

Delhi under my direction (Wheat Loan Messenger, 1963: 36-48) .. Even in 

his well-established institution (the University of Poona) the turn-over 

was so great that continuity could not be maintained. 

drawback. 

The Richness of a Ul: Coope~at;on 

It was a serious 

The ri chness of a uni on list depends to a large extent on the 

cooperation received from the participating libraries--that is, how many 

libraries send their returns and how well prepared those returns are. 

W. A. Smith (1953: 246-47) discusses some difficulties encountered by 

the compilers and editors of a union list: 

It has become usual in the prefaces to the World List, and 

similar publications, to pay fulsome tribute to the cooperating 

libraries "without whose self-sacrificing generosity this 

publication could not have seen the light of day!" The cold 

fact of the matter is that if an editor gets 30 percent good 

lists, 30 percent medium, 30 percent poor and no return from 10 

percent, he is doing very well! 

Similar views were expressed by the participants at the Wheat Loan 

Library Workshop, Hew Delhi in 1962. All were unanimous in expressing 

their view that there is no alternative to direct visitation for data 
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collection and verification. especially in India. Anything less is less 

reliable and hence less desirable. 

Discussing the "usefulness and success" of a union catalogue. G. J . 

Narayana and others observe that "the usefulness and the success of a 

union catalogue largely depend on the prompt co-operation of the 

participating libraries in furnishing information about their holdings 

of PP" (1963: 185). This idea is much more logical and acceptable to us 

as compared to what Parthasarathy sai d elsewhere that the "extent of 

usefulness of a UC depends in a large measure on its structure" 

(Parthasarathy 1963: 176), What is contained in the cup is much more 

relevant than how the cup is designed! 

Indeed we see that there are innumerable. unsurmountable problems 

both in asking the libraries to prepare and submit their returns and/or 

visiting the libraries personally to record the data. 

Returns Delayed: Smith does not talk about the delays in sending 

the returns. In the case of the World List. the percentage of "no 

returns" was gr~ater than ten percent. However. in the case of INSDOC's 

Union Catalogue. the following statistics are revealing: 

Returns Number Percentage 

Returns received 323 66.6 

Returns sti 11 expected 32 6.6 

No response 97 20 . 0 

Inability to supply 12 2.5 

No libraries 21 4.3 

INSDOC received less than average cooperation. In the case of two 

libraries. they had to send their own staff to prepare and procure the 

returns . Wheat Loan Office too had similar experience (supra 74-83) 

Who is Obliging Whom 

Smith raises a very important question as to who is obliging whom 

--who is working for whom--when an editorial board prepares and 

publishes a union list of periodicals held by a group of libraries 

(1953: 247> : 
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It is, by the way, a curious thing that it always seems to 

be taken for granted that it is the libraries that are doing a 

job for a union list, and this even by the staff of the union 

list itself; whereas there would seem to be some reason for 

maintaining that it is the union list that is doing a job for 

the libraries. 

Wajid too gives full credit to his brother <!> librarians! Probably 

he did not have sister librarians!! He says : 

In conclusi on, we would like to thank all our brother 

librarians, without whose active help and cooperation such a 

uni on catalogue would not have been possi ble. In fact, we 

would say it is not an individual accomplishment. 

It is true. He himself signs the "Introduction" as the "Project 

Director" although on the title page the names of both Waji~ and Kaul 

appear as compilers. 

Who ~ Footi n9 the Bi 11?: Much depends upon the answer to the 

question as to who is paying the bill. If the work is done by, say, a 

library association, e.g. a group of self-sacrificing librarians who are 

donating their own time to the project with limited funds, as was the 

case with Ranganathan's Union Catalogue, where almost all the work was 

done by volunteers and stri ctly as a labor of love, Ii brari es are 

certainly the beneficiaries and are indebted to the compilers. However, 

in a case like the preparation of the third edition of Gregory's Union 

List, where an outside philanthropic body such as the Council on Library 

Resources granted more than a quarter million dollars and the work was 

done at the Library of Congress, the si tuati on was di fferent. It was 

not a sramadana, a donation of labor, nay, even a forced labor in some 

cases. For the ULS the compilers were paid and paid very well. If so, 

the libraries were not indebted to the compilers to the same extent as 

they were in the first case, i.e. Ranganathan's work . 

An Alternative: Let us now discuss an alternative. If a central 

organization or institution, provided with adequate funds by the 

national government of the country or a philanthropic corporate body (a 

granting agency) could prepare a master list, thousands of work hours of 

the individual participating libraries would be saved. This will also 
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expedite to a considerable extent the receipt of the returns (reports on 

holdings). Libraries would also receive a kind of guidance as to what 

kind of periodical publications are to be included and what are to be 

excluded, if at all the Union Catalog is to be selective by any mode, or 

subject area, or any other criteria for selection. The master list 

would be ori gi nally compi led on the basi s of other standard lists 

already prepared and authenticated and would be more comprehensive than 

what even the largest 1 i brari es could ever compi Ie through thei r own 

individual resources, howsoever extensive they might be. If a specific 

library happens to possess a periodical publication which is not listed 

in the Master List, the library can easily add its details to the Master 

List. 

Smith Opposes Editorial Edition: However, Smith (1953: 245-47> 

differs and argues that the method of preparing an editorial edition and 

circulating it among the participating libraries results in delay, 

higher cost, and quick obsolescence. But we do not agree. The 

advantages in thi s method are greater and many. Those who have ever 

compiled a union catalog of periodical publications know very well what 

kinds of difficulties are faced in getting the returns when the 

libraries are forced to bear this heavy burden. Let us discuss the time 

factor first. Narayana and others observe (1963: 187): 

It may be of interest to note that the work was started at 

the begi nni ng of 1959 and the fi rst remi nder was sent in 

October 1959 <after nine months>. The average time taken by a 

library for senciing the return was found to be about 18 months 

and on an average 5 remi nders had to be sent to obtai n a 

return . 

L i brari es Overburdened: One of the reasons for thi s i nordi nate 

delay in submi tti ng the returns could very well be the fact that the 

entire burden of preparing and submitting the returns was placed on the 

shoulders of the participating libraries by the compilers. There was no 

"editorial edition" to facilitate the task. No doubt, the participating 

libraries were provided with a list of heads under which the details 

were to be furnished for each periodical publication and a sample entry 

too was given to illustrate the form in which the information for each 

- 151 -





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

periodical publication was to be supplied. Thus not only the contents 

but also the form of each entry was di rected to be of a uni form type. 

This could have been a means of securing standardization of the returns, 

but it certainly did not bring any simplification for the participating 

libraries. No wonder libraries took on an average eighteen months to 

submit their returns. Inspite of this, many returns were found to be 

either incomplete or inadequate and many had to be referred back to the 

specific participating libraries. 

Inst~uments of Gett;ng the Retu~ns 

The ci rcular letter sent by INSDOC to the parti ci pati ng 1 i brari es, 

ask i ng them to send thei r report on 1 i brary holdi ngs of peri odi cal 

publications, appears as an Appendix to the paper entitled "Union 

Catalogue of Periodical Publications: Scope and Participation" authored 

by G.J. Narayana and others (1963: 182-89). 

The following particulars were requested for each periodical: 

1. Full title of the periodical; name of its sponsoring 

body, if any <what about the corporate authorship?> 

place of publication, and the numbers and the years of 

volumes held by the library <no mention of the publisher 

or the date of origin!> 

2. Gaps in the holding <vols. missing?> 

3. Incomplete volumes. 

4. Whether the periodical is currently subscribed. 

We see that the compi ler-edi tors di d not want the 1 i brari es to 

specify the issues missing in particular volumes. They merely wanted a 

statement like "Incomplete Vol.3." We also see that the INSDOC did not 

want many details. However, let it be clearly understood that this 

method compelled each participating library to give all the details of 

even those ti tIes whi ch were commonly held by all the 1 i brari es. We 

have severe objection to this methodology!! While composing ULLAS as 

well as TULIP we always tried to give the maximum available information 

ourselves and requested the participating libraries to give the 

minimum--only what was lacking! 

- 152 -





OUTSTANDING ISSUES 

Master List: Some More Pleadings 

Obvi ously the holdi ngs di ffer from 1 i brary to 1 i brary. They are 

variable. But the basic data remain the same. They are constants. So 

we have to acquire the variable data from each individual library and 

not the basic data. The question still remains: Why force each 

participating library to report all the details of all the basic data 

individually and repeatedly? It is a terrible wastage of time, money, 

and energy. Suppose a periodical is held by only ten libraries in the 

group. All the ten libraries will have to report all the details! It 

is a great burden on them. It wi 11 delay the reporti ng of even the 

holdings data. The forced requirement to supply the detailed 

bibliographical and cataloging data for each serial generates reluctance 

on the part of libraries to provide even the returns. Lack of adequate 

staff at the primary participating units may become a real bottle-neck 

in reporting the holdings to the headquarters. When the participating 

library realizes the extent of considerable pains already taken by the 

compiling agency, there is a favorable psychological environment 

naturally created. The librarian might say: nOh, well, when they have 

done so much, let us contribute our share." This shows the superiority 

of our methodology. Therefore the Master List is advantageous. 

Disadvantages of preparing a "Master List" 

Yet there are many more problems in circulating a bound checking 

edition that override the advantages. One of the greatest obstacles in 

preparing and circulating a bound checking edition or a Master List is 

that the process is terribly time-consuming. What we mean here by 

"Bound" is a complete compilation, listing all the periodical 

publications from A to Z. The editorial staff can keep itself busy 

whi Ie fi rst prepari ng the checki ng edi ti on, or subsequently prepari ng 

the final edition. But during the intervening period, when this 

checking edition is being worked upon by the participating 

libraries--and this may take more than a year, or even two, depending 

upon the total number of libraries and titles to be covered--the 

editorial staff will have to remain almost idle. Also this means that 

the editorial staff will have to wait quite a long time to incorporate 
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the data. Furthermore, 1 ike a terri ble gush of water thrust out when 

the gates of the dam are opened, the editorial staff will be swamped by 

a tremendous volume of work once the i ndi v i dual copi es of the marked 

checking edition start poudng in. Moreover, the editorial staff will 

have to wait longer to incorporate the data. 

The changing Times 

Libraries are now so heavily burdened by their day-to-day routine 

admi n i strat i on that they refuse to cooperate even to the extent of 

checking the working edition at a time. Subsidizing the libraries for 

thi s extra burden is the only way out. Yet there is always the dearth 

of money. 

Let us recall here the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the 

Union List of Serials for a "Permanent Program" of creating and 

maintaining a "Union Catalog of Serials" at the Library of Congress. It 

proposed a budget for $2,673,222 and pro v i ded as much as 36Y. of the 

total (i.e. $962,360) for subsidizing libraries to check their holdings. 

Why? Because even Yale, Harvard, and NYPL had shown reluctance to 

cooperate in future! Let us admit, however, that this work of checking 

against the "checking edition" is much less exacting and time-consuming 

than the fresh preparation of the individual lists by libraries 

themselves. Of course, the checking edition will automatically secure 

uniformity and consistency. Hence of the two options, the checking 

edition is much more preferable. Yet, it has its own problems! How to 

avoid them. This is the major question. 

Well, we have tried to provide an answer. It is the BBDR! 

We maintain that all these problems can be avoided, the entire 

process can be simplified, and the total operation of the union listing 

can be standardized if we prepare the entries in flexible and 

manipulable, unitary sheets of paper as shown below, and circulate these 

sheets among all the participating libraries in instalments on a regular 

weekly or fortnightly basis . A specific library may add to the dataset 

a specific title held by it but not appearing in the Master List. This 

Master List on sheets may even be of some reference value to a specific 
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useful to all for the interim period. 

Value and Use of the BBDR 

OUTSTANDING ISSUES 

It can certainly be 

Let there be no argument that if a particular library does not have 

a specific pp (title) it will have no use for the data sheet. The 

library can use it for reference or any other purpose. The printing of 

some additional copies for those titles which are not held by certain 

libraries and circulating them among all will be less costly than 

forcing each and every library to copy out all the biographical and 

bibliographical details in a blind, routine, repetitive manner. Once 

again we would like to reiterate, even at the risk of being repetitive, 

that we have to view this issue from a global point of view, a universal 

perspective. This is a national problem and must be viewed from a 

national angle. Also more and more libraries are reluctant to bear this 

extra burden, as we have stated time and again. So the only way out is 

to devise a new method, well suited to the Space Age and not belonging 

to the dead, dreary, dark ages which the Man has already passed through. 

In passing it may be remarked that if a library already possessed a 

correct, complete, and current record of all its periodical publications 

and thei r holdi ngs, it can transmi tits total record to the compi 1 i ng 

agency. 

BBDR: Nomenclature and Funct;ons 

If we use a scientific terminology, we can term 

systematic, comprehensive, enumerative questionnaire. 

thi s BBDR a 

In popular 

parlance it can be called a "shopping list." While cataloging a 

periodical title, the cataloger may overlook or miss a certain category 

of information, but when such an exhaustive list of all the categories 

of information is provided, the data collector is less likely to miss 

any category whatsoever. It reminds the collector of the "categories of 

information" that ought to be searched for when the data are collected. 

When an empty container is seen, one is likely to search for its 

contents! Also the data can be filled in as and when received. Thus 

the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder can also be used as the 
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Bio-Biblio-Data-Receiver at will. It provides all the flexibility and 

manipulability observed in the world of computerization. We gi ve below 

a specific example of its quick adaptability and instant receptivity. 

My wi fe and I were flyi ng from Kathmandu (Nepal) to Varanasi. We 

chanced to see a copy of the Dai ly Patri ot from Delhi. We became qui te 

anxi ous to ascertai n whether it was represented in our "TULIP Master 

list." That mini-treasure of Indian periodicals (listing) was right in 

our arms! We opened it and saw it. To our great delight and 

satisfaction we found the title already listed therein! But, naturally, 

some of our data were outdated by four years! The editor had changed. 

The price too was now higher. 

"Master List" instantaneously. 

our BBDR in real action. 

These new data were incorporated in our 

We saw the qualities and functions of 

We reproduce below this unique instrument of data collection and 

organization--a Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder--A RECeiver and a RecORDER. 

The principle of "Divide and Rule" is truly the heart and soul of 

classification and information retrieval. The schedules of 

classification must be capable of expanding and reaching any depth. We 

have tri ed to isolate and di vi de the categori es of i nformati on to the 

best of our knowledge and ability. Also the mechanism has been made so 

flexible and manipulable 1 that any new category can be inserted at any 

point at will. The order follows the conventional catalog entries. In 

this way it differs from the OClC online bibliographic serial records. 

1 We have used the decimal fractional notation, bequeathed to us by 

Grand Old Dewey! 
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100 Author 

200 Ti tle 

300 Associate Body 

400 Publishing Data 

SUMMARY 

500 Physical Characteristics 

600 Notes 

700 Additional Entries 

800 Instruments of Access 

900 Holdings 

DETAILS 

lOO=AUTHOR (heading, other than title) 

130=Varied author 

200=TITLE 

210=Title, primary/main 

212=Title, secondary/subsidiary 

230=Varied title 

2301=Parallel title 

2302=Distinctive title 

2303=Other or alternate title 

2304=Cover title 

2305=Added title 

2306=Caption title 

2307=Running title 

2308=Spine title 

2309=Undefined title 

232=Varied subtitle 

250=Former title 

252=Former subtitle 

270=Issues with special titles 

290=naY (new series) 
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300=ASSOCIATE BODY 

301=Compiling body 

302=Issuing body 

303=Preparing body 

304=Producing body 

305=Publishing body 

306=Sponsoring body 

307=Organ of 

30a=At head of title 

350=Former Associate body 

351=Compiling 

352=Issuing 

353=Preparing 

354=Producing 

355=Publishing 

356=Sponsoring 

357=Formerly organ of 

400=PUBLISHING DATA 

401=Place of Publication 

402=Name of the publisher 

403=Name of the Printer 

430=Varied publishing data 

431=Varied Place of publication 

432=Varied publisher 

433=Varied printer 

450=Former publishing 

451=Place of Publication 

452=Former publisher 

453=Former printer 

460=Genes;s 

461=Year of first publishing 

462=Volume-year correlation 

463=Reprint year 
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470=Whether still current (ct) or ceased (cd) 

480=Address of the publisher 

483=Varied address of the publisher 

485=Former address of the publisher 

490=Current subscription (price) 

SOO=PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

501=co11ati on 

5011=si ze 

5012=i 11us. (plates, etc.) 

5013=ports. 

5014=maps 

5015=tables 

5016=charts 

5017=diagrs. 

502=Issued in more than one part/section 

503=Issues ~ombined 

504=Microforms 

5041=Microfilm 

5042=Microcard 

5043=Microfische 

505=Mimeographec 

506=Peculiarities in paginating/binding of volume 

507=Volume no. incomplete 

508=Volumes issued in revised ed. 

SlO=SERIES STATEMENT 

511=Series treatment DHTS (Do Hot Trace Series) 

512=Handling of physical volume 

514=Volumes without or incomplete series designation 

S20=FREQUENCY OF PUBLICATION 
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521=Current frequency 

525=Former frequency 

530=LANGUAGE OF THE PUBLICATION 

531=English 

532=Hindi 

533=Sanskrit 

534=Multilingual 

540=Suspension of publication 

560=Publication revived 

570=NUMBERING 

571=Irregularities in the numbering 

572=Irregularities in the numbering 

573=Peculiarities in the numbering 

574=Peculiarities in the numbering 

of volumes 

of series 

of volumes 

of series 

575=Special note on the numbering of volume/series 

600=NOTES 

601=Connection with preceding publication 

6011=Spl i tti ng 

6012=Splicing 

602=Connection with succeeding publication 

603=Current status of the publication 

6031=Absorbs 

6032=Incorporates 

6033=Merges with 

604=Status after the publicat i on ceased to run 

6041=Absorbed by 

6042=Incorporated into 

6043=Merged into 

610=COOPERATORS 

611=Editors 
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612=Collaborators 

613=Compilers 

614=Founders 

615=Preparers 

616=Producers 

620=Contents 

626=Special issues with special contents 

628=Cumulation/summary 

630=Additional characteristics/features 

631=Supplements 

633=Supplement to some other publication 

636=Appendices 

637=Appendix to some other publication 

638=Issued as part of 

640=Special numbers 

650=Index data 

651=Indexes 

654=Indexed in 

660=Final form of the publication 

661=Bound with 

663=Issued with 

664=Boxed with 

OUTSTANDING ISSUES 

680=Annotations, evaluative and explanatory (content analysis) 

700=ADDITIONAL ENTRIES 

710=Analytical entries 

720=Subject entries 

730=Added entries (collaborators) 

740="See" entries 

750="See also" entries 
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800=CLASS NUMBERS/ CODES/ ID'S/ CITATIONS/CN's 

810=Class numbers 

811 = L C ca 11 no. 

812=DC class no. 

820=CODE NUMBERS 

821=LC card number 

822=LCSN (shadow number) 

824=CODEN 

825=ISSN 

826=OCCN 

828=TULIP CN 

8S0=CITATIONS 

851=Authority (direct information) 

852=Primary Source 

853=Reference 

854=Allusion (indirect reference) 

900=HOLDINGS OF COOPERATING LIBRARIES 

910=USA 

920=UK 

930=India 

991=UNION CATALOGERS' SPECIAL NOTE 

993=OVERFLOW (any additional information which does not fit into any 

of the above categories) 

- 162 -





C HAP T E R IX 

THE ULTIMATE OUTCOME 

Introduct;on 

My study on the hi story of The Pub I i c Library Movement .in Baroda 

(1969) has recently been released in a new American edition entitled the 

First American Library Pioneer in India. It is the first systematic 

study of the genesis of Indo-American library cooperation and the 

foundati on of the pri me publi c library movement in the world. Its 

conclusion begins with the following words: 

One final question that still remains to be answered is 

thi s: What was the ul t i mate outcome of the Baroda Library 

Movement? Wakni s concludes one of hi s si gni fi cant reports 

with the following remarks: 'Until this (provision of 

ennobl i ng literature) is done, the establ i shment and runni ng 

of libraries may be like so many battles of Blenheim, 

flattering the conceit of promoters, but prompting 

grandchildren to ask, "What good came out of it at last?'" 

Today the great grandchi ldren of the promoters of the Baroda 

library movement may very well repeat the question: What good 

came out of it at last? 

The value and importance of an experiment does not lie in 

its size. Baroda's experiments in social, economic, and 

cultural fields have demonstrated, beyond any shadow of doubt, 

that what was achieved in the West, both at the material and 

cultural level, can be achieved also in India. 

I have been working on the subject of union list of serials for the 

last twenty-fi ve years. The three publ i cat i ons l si mul taneously bei ng 

released present a vivid account of this prolonged research activity. 

The question then naturally arises: What good ~ out of it at last? 

The following paper puts in a nutshell one ultimate outcome. It was 

prepared several years ago, long before any of the publications referred 

I TEST: The Eternal Saga of TULIP. Or Composing the Union List of 

Serials in the Computer Age. 

TULSI: The Union Lists of Serials. History; Literature; Philosophy. 

TULIP Bouquet 1: ABC of TULIP. 
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to here had taken the fi na I form. If my findings in anyway help in 

solving the problems the union list compilers have been facing, I will 

regard my labors fully rewarded. 

The "Ultimate outcome" of the total research undertaking. 

The Power and Potential of 

The BBDR and The TULIP CODE 

It is essential to create a model for an ideal Union List of 

Serials. The project will include perfecting the design and development 

of my computer program and testing the efficacy of the TULIP CODE 

wi th a vi ew 'to secure complete bi bl i ographi cal control over a vast 

amount of serials data on South Asian periodical publications collected 

over a period of twelve years and to provide expeditious access to them 

by organizing them in a systematic manner. It will be a significant 

forward step toward the great goal of effectively creating and 

maintaining "on line" any union list of serials. The problems that are 

intended to be resolved by this experiment have been baffling the union 

list compilers allover the world for a long time. 

Project TULIP 

Leading South Asia specialists around the country, who have seen 

the Tulip Report,l and my fellow faculty members on the UMC campus who 

have also seen the Master List (fully described in the TULIP Report), 

have found the quality and quantity of the work done very impressive 

(see pages 112-128 and 135 of the TEST). The Project TULIP has received 

generous financial assistance and support from the Smithsonian 

Institution, American Institute of Indian Studies, Association for Asian 

1 Project TULIP (The Union List of Indian Periodicals): A Report on the 

Preparation of a Systematic and Comprehensive List of Indian 

Periodical Publications in the Humanities and Social Sciences as a 

Means to Compile an American Union List. (Columbia, MO: International 

Library Center, 1980. Ed.2 rev.& enl.) 
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Studi es, and the Research Counci I of the Uni versi ty of Mi ssouri 

Columbia. Even by 1984 the project had already acqui red the value of 

approximately $250,000. Further work to derive any benefit from this 

huge investment is possible only if additional funds are secured. 

The creation, maintenance, and dissemination of union lists of 

serials has engaged my attention since early 1960's. I have encountered 

many problems in this bibliographic enterprise and have tried to solve 

them. 

Anslie T. Embree, past President of the Association for Asian 

Studies, and once the Counselor for Cultural Affairs, USICA, with the 

American Embassy in New Delhi, remarks: 

You have undertaken a stupendous task, and the results 

are very impressive. I hope that you will be able to 

secure funds to see the project through to completi on. It 

will be an important tool for research in Indian studies. 

I enjoyed going through the report, as it gives a 

very vivid picture of the problems you have faced and 

ingenuity in solving them. 

Def;n;t;on of a Un;on L;st 

A union list is a unified, collective record of the 

bio-bibliographical and holdings data of the publications held by two or 

more libraries of a geographical region (state, country, or even the 

world). The Union Lists of Serials are useful for research, 

reference, acquisition, cataloging, and above all for inter-library 

loan. They require large investment of time, money, and energy for 

their creation, maintenance, and dissemination. The University of 

California at Berkeley, for example, received a grant of $2.5 million 

dollars from the U. S. Department of Education under Title II-C to 

"produce serial finding tools in a true union list format", and 

specifically to prepare a union list of serials in select libraries in 

California. Of course, the Union List is a product of scholarship and 

is a distinct outcome of perseverance and hard labor. 
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Ideally there has to be only one bibliographic record for an 

identical tHle in a union Ust if it is to be a true union Ust. 

The unification of bibliographic records--their collocation as well as 

integration, and the elimination of duplicates are some of the 

fundamental objectives of creating a union Ust. If these are not 

achieved, all the time, money, and energy invested into the operation 

are, in a way, wasted. The purpose is not fully served; the objective 

is not completely realized. When an identical title gets featured in 

more than one distinct and different bibliographic records in a union 

list, it violates the principle of "One-title One record." 

Furthermore, the holdi ngs are not uni fi ed, and the fact that two 

distinct records appear for one and the same title obscures their 

i dent i ty, creat i ng a mi sunderstandi ng that the two mi ght be di fferent 

ti tles. 

Multiplication of Entries 

Nevertheless, in many union lists there is no unification of 

bibliographic records, 

multiplication, caused by 

rules of alphabetization 

rather a duplication, nay even 

many factors. For example, the ever-changing 

and the i nabi Ii ty of the catalogers to 

follow QUg universal set of rules is one cause. The inherent problems of 

filing generate their own conflicts and create duplication unless a 

cross reference entry is prov i ded and fi led instantaneously. But 

all these problems cannot be avoided if the data are collected from 

various sources that do not follow one rule and one practice. 

Cataloging is not an exact science. It is not verifiable. It is an art 

and is variable. It is creative. The choice and rendering of an entry 

for a periodical publication is many a time a function of the flair 

and fancy of an i ndi vi dual cataloger. Even if two catalogers 

follow an i denti cal code of catalogi ng rules, thei r i ndi vi dual 

interpretation on a specific case may not always be identical. The 

law of the land is the same; yet its interpretations differ. 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials has made this point 

perfectly clear. It says: "Because of the di fferences in entry found 

in various libraries the correlation of catalog entries and the Union 
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List of Serials entries is never perfect." Our own TULIP staff had 

listed the title Hima Prastha twice, first as Himaprastha and then as 

Hi ma prastha. Such examples are found always and everywhere. NST, 

1950-70 has two entri es and Ii sti ngs too for one PP: Art forum and 

Artforum. A title can be rendered and represented in multiple ways 

depending upon the conventions with regard to the rules of cataloging 

followed by participating libraries or catalogs. For example, our own 

Master List contained two entries for one and the same title: 

1. Madras. Government Museum. <with a period> 

Bulletin; new series, general section. <ALC76> 

2. Madras Government Museum. <without a period> 

BUlletin; new series, general section <UCKAR UCK>l 

Evidently, the first entry is derived from an American source; the 

second from two Indian sources. Just a punctuation mark generates 

dislocation and prevents the identical entries from achieving 

collocation. There is no unification; rather there is diversification. 

There is duplication and the resultant chaos! 

Transliteration is another cause of duplication and dislocation. 

The compilers of the union lists allover the world provide many 

examples of such conflicts. Our staff too had listed a journal 

entitled Veena twice, first as Vina and then as Veena . These are merely 

instances that represent the type. 

Author-entry vs . ti tIe-entry is another cause for dupl i cati on and 

chaos. The title Accessions List issued by the U.S. Library of 

Congress Offi ce in New Delhi was dupl i cated in TUL IP. Fi rst it was 

listed under the title and then under the author. 

Here is one more example of the lack of collocation and the 

resultant duplication of entries for one and the same title generated by 

1 Such flaws detected subsequently provided an additional justification 

for me to abide by the decision of my partner not to go ahead with the 

duplication <or multiplication> of the "Master List" without 

sufficient verification. TULIP Bouquets as published now are much 

more satisfactory. 
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the variation in the names and/or the dislocation arising out of author 

Y2 title entries: 

Annual of architecture, structure and town planning. (Association 

of Architects, Engineers, and Town-planners, Calcutta <ALC76> 

and 

Association of Architects, Engineers, and Town-planners, Calcutta. 

Annual of architecture, structure and town planning. <CNLC> 

One entry under the title. Another under Author-Title. There is no 

easy way to detect this duplication except one's own memory, which has 

severe limitations. 

Varyi ng forms of the author's name or ti tIes generate thei r own 

problems. The name of the Un i versi ty of Mi ssouri was found entered in 

fourteen di fferent ways. The name of thi s wri ter has si x 

cross-references in the UMC public catalog . The Union CatalQg of South 

Asi an Peri odi cal s issued by Sastri Indo-Canadi an Insti tute has listed 

the AICC Economic Review twice: first as AICC Economic Revjew and then 

as Economic Review. It may also be listed as Fortnightly Economic 

Review. 

Diversity of Sources 

In our attempt to collect comprehensive data on Indian periodical 

publications, we used approximately sixty different sources produced in 

three different countries--India, England, and the U.S . A. located on 

three different continents. One could legitimately expect wide 

diversity when products of cataloging of three different countries--so 

wi dely si tuated geographi cally, so apart culturally, and so uneven in 

the degree of their library development--are brought in juxtaposition. 

But what do we say if the same type of chaotic conditions prevail when 

some compilers attempt to compile a union catalog of a limited number of 

libraries in one state, say , California of the U.S . A.? One might hope 

for a good deal of uniformity in practice. But in reality there is not 

much. As stated earlier, the University of California at Berkeley, 

prepared a union catalog of serials available in 31 libraries in 

California. Their Analysis of the 1977 University of California Union 

List of Serials (1978) vividly describes their woes . 
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standa~ds fo~ Se~ial ReCo~ds 

Here are some comments on my TULIP proposal offered by the 

California compilers: 

... You are embarked .Qll !it very ambitious journey. (Emphasis 

added). Unfortunately, our experi ence at the Oi vi si on of 

Library Automation does not really apply to your 

situation. We are not a cataloging agency, rather an 

agent to merge lists of periodicals from the different 

libraries in California. A number of the input sources to 

our union list provide records that are less than MARC in 

both taggi ng and bi bli ogrphi c content. Our list is prov i ded 

by finding the lowest common denominator in our input records 

to merge the varyi ng campus practi ces. We amel i orate some 

of the catalogi ng and taggi ng problems by usi ng the. KWOC 

format to create a fi ndi ng list. Your proposal i.a 

intriguing.... Our analysis may help provide evidence for 

the need of high standards in the creation of serials records. 

These California compilers have also provided many examples of the 

multiplicity of entries for the same serial caused by 

(a) variation in content of entries on account of; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

conjunctions; 

diacritical marks; 

entry, choice of; 

form of; 

issuing body; 

numbered parts; 

(g) phraseology; 

(h) punctuation marks; and 

(i) spelling. 

This enumeration is only illustrative. There are multitudes of 

other causes. For example, alphabetizing acronyms and initialism. 

These examples illustrate the difficulties faced in consolidating, 

interfiling, and collocating entries even for an identical title when it 

is entered in various ways by various libraries. 
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Diverse Internal structures and Data Manipulability 

Lists of serials, especially of the nature of directories and 

guides, contain diverse internal structures, created to satisfy varied 

approaches of thei r varyi ng users. The seri als data must, therefore, 

be endowed with total manipulability so that they are sorted out and 

featured in any speci fi c order or arrangement. Thi s 1 s the only way a 

major objective of compiling the union list can be achieved. Also, 

this is to be achieved with maximum possible ease, economy, and 

efficiency. The degree of success in satisfying the varied needs of 

the vari ous users wi 11 be in di rect proporti on to the success 

achieved in securing the manipulability of the data and in providing 

access through vari ous poi nts of approach. There ought to be many 

doors to the House of Serials, and the researcher must be able to enter 

it through any door he chooses. 

Here is a summary statement illustrating the above phenomena : 

1. Alphabetically by title or author/title, with no index. 

2. Subject-alphabetical with index. 

3. Alphabetical with subject-index . 

4. Subject-alphabetical with title-index to subjects or the title . 

5. Geographical--Periodicity--Language--Titles, with title index. 

6. Alphabetical with multiple profuse indices. 

7. Classified with alphabetical title index. 

8. Geographical (country of origin)--Titles. 

Serials Data and Their Organization 

A union list typifies a running river. It is not a pond of stagnant 

water. It is a living organism that continuously grows as it flows. 

It should be possible to incorporate in it fresh entities of information 

and to revi se or remove the exi stents. The system must admi t of 

change--every conceivable change, because the UL is an attempt to secure 

total control over the world of periodical publications, a world which, 

by its very nature, is ever-changi ng, ever-growi ng, and ever-becomi ng 

universe . Periodical publications are the embodiments of nascent 

thought. New publ i cati ons appear; old ones di sappear. There are 

divisions; there are mergers. There are unions; there are separat i ons. 
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There are marri ages; there are di vorces. so to speak. New titles are 

acquired by libraries regularly. By "new" we do not mean necessarily 

"newly publ i shed." but "newly acqui red." those whi ch are not already 

available in a specific library. Old. valuable. out-of-print sets are 

reprinted every now and then. Their acquisition generates changes also 

in the "holdi ngs" component. To talk in terms of creat i ng and 

maintaining a collective record of such a changing world of periodical 

publications by conventional and traditional means and methods. and then 

trying to publish the total record through the printing press. or even 

by photo-mechanical reproduction. is to deceive one's own self when we 

are passing through an age of communications revolution. And yet this 

is exactly what some union list compilers are doing even today. Such a 

changing world cannot be controlled by rigid. old printing technology. a 

product of whi ch goes out of date even before the press copy goes to 

the press! It is absolutely essential that we be able to manipulate 

and organize the data in any way we desire. if we want to retrieve and 

feature the desired information in any desired order. group, or 

arrangement. 

computer Programming 

The most appropriate way to secure complete bibliographical 

control over the enormous mass of nascent thought embodied in periodical 

publications, on a continuous basis. is to secure the services of the 

latest instruments developed in the field of computer technology and to 

maintain the totality of records "on line." There ought to be unlimited 

scope for additions. alterations. deletions. and substitutions--all 

types of changes. if we want to meet the challenges posed by the 

ever-changing world of periodical publications. 

creating a Union List: Major operations 

Creating a union list involves two major operations. viz . (1) 

collection of the data and (2) their organization. I have evolved 

unique instruments for both. One is the Bio-Biblio-Data Recorder (supra 

179-84) and the other is the TULIP CODE (A deta i led note appears on 

pages 202-210). 
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There are three major methods of collecting the data: 

1) Prepare a Master List (Checking Edition) and circulate it 

among the participating libraries; 

2) Request libraries to prepare and submit their 

individual returns; and 

3) UL Staff visits the libraries and collects the data. 

a) Method one puts great stress and strain on the UL staff. 

b) Method two passes the burden on to the cooperating libraries. 

It is a case of "Passing the Buck." Typically, libraries 

now refuse even to check their holdings against a 

checking edition . 

c) Method three is too costly and hence impracticable. 

B;o-B;bl;o-Data Recorder 

I have identified and isolated approximately one hundred categories 

of i nformati on or data elements whi ch can enable us to collect, sort, 

organize, and feature the total information with ease, economy, and 

efficiency. I have designed a data set and have designated it as the 

Bio-Biblio-Data Recorder (BBDR). This methodology provides an ideal 

solution to all the problems. It combines the best features of all the 

methods enumerated above. It possesses enormous potenti al i ti es for 

performing all the functions expected from the collected data. This 

mechani sm has already enabled me to collect the data in the most 

economical and efficient manner. 

Pages 35-37 of the TEST descri be the Duke Project of prepari ng a 

"Union List of South Asian Government Serial Publications in Major U.S. 

Libraries". The NEH granted $80,000 and the University matched the 

amount with $109,000 of its own. The Project Director (Shri Maheshwary) 

has been working on his project since 1977. With reference to my BBDR, 

Maheshwary said: 

I have carefully gone through the outl i ne of procedures 

you are developi ng for compi 1 i ng the data. I cannot 

think of any addition to your data collection sheet, 

"Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder." This is a very well designed 
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all the questi ons 

this has also helped 

of 

me 

the 

in my 

This was in 1978. Since then the BBDR has been considerably 

improved. It has proved its efficacy and efficiency in collecting the 

data. Now it has to be tested for its power of organization. 

TULIP computer Format 

I have also developed a special computer format which, after being 

programmed effecti vely, wi 11 not only help us to complete the Project 

TULIP, but also help other union list projects. Both the Department of 

Information Science and the Academic Computing Center of the University 

of Missouri have endorsed the idea and have been cooperating. Dr. Ralph 

H. Parker, Dean E~eritus, UMC School of Library & Informational 

Science, had assured me that my "idea of putting this data into 

computerized form to facilitate the addition of holdings of American 

libraries appears to be feasible" and that "when completed the list will 

be parti cularly valuable because of the capabi 1 i ty of analyzi ng its 

contents by language, area, subject, etc." (p. 116 of the TEST), 

And Miss Mary Mercante of the Missouri Library Network Corporation 

has assured me further by stating: 

Your plans for TULIP are awe-inspiring in what they 

attempt to do. If you are able to secure the kind of grant 

support you are seeking, you will have developed a 

near-perfect bi bl i ographi c control and un ion 1 i st. Your 

programs and i nformati on wi 11 be of great value to the 

library and information community. 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials had stressed the 

need for such analyses in their Permanent Program as early as 1957: 

It would moreover offer some means whereby the material 

1 i sted could be located and segregated in accordance wi th 

those characteristics 

the people who 

which are considered of importance by 

use the materi al. Among such 

characteristics are subject content, availability 
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within a given locality or region, country of origin, 

currency, language, period of publication. 

And The Committee had added: 

A general list by country of ori gi n has 

prev i ously publ i shed, but the need for such 

become acute with the growth of area studies. 

not 

list 

been 

has 

Thus it becomes clear that computerization of the serials data is a 

necessity and that there is a real need for developing and maintaining 

high standards in the creation of serials records. Achievement of these 

objectives has been my goal for some time past. And here is an 

outcome. l 

TULIP CODE: An Innovative Dev;ce 

For identification, access, reference, and indexing, some 

organizations have designed and assigned certain code numbers to the 

periodical publications, such as ISSN, lC Card Number, and OClC Control 

Number. Unfortunately, however, none of these are expressi ve! They 

have no intrinsic meaning. They are not mnemonic. They are arbitrary 

and their benefit is quite limited indeed. 

The evolution and formulation of an expressive, analytico-synthetic 

configuration of symbols, embodying five fundamental constituent 

elements of a periodical publication--a Constellation of Designators--a 

unique distinctive assemblage of numbers is a significant outcome of my 

current research on the creation, maintenance, and dissemination of 

the union list of serials. TULIP CODE is significant, meaningful, and 

mnemonic . It will serve as an effective instrument for 

individualization, identification, collocation, integration, 

organization, indexing, reference, and also the dissemination of all the 

periodical publications and their exhaustive data. Apart from its 

1 We may i nterj ect a summary statement here before we go further. The 

methodology of organizing the data assumes new dimensions and promises 

immense potentialities with the advancement in computer technology. 

We must have human brains powerful enough to generate mechanical 

brains. We believe we have both. let us see. 
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unique quality of serving as an efficient connecting link between the 

main entry and the added entries, it possesses enormous potentialities 

for permi tti ng the necessary analysi s by subject, language, place of 

publication, date of commencement, and the frequency of occurrence. It 

can also help us in eliminating duplicates. 

In bri ef, we need an (1) instrument for analysi sand synthesi s, 

systematic order and arrangement, collocation and integration, and the 

rejection of duplicates; 2) a connecting link between the main and added 

entries as well as cross-references; 3) an identity number for 

individualization and identification; 4) a locating device to get easy, 

direct and expeditious access; and 5) a common denominator for absolute 

unification. 

The quest ion is: 

enumerated above? 

believe the answer 

Can thi s one TULIP CODE perform so many funct ions 

Can we achieve all the objectives by one DEVICE? We 

is in the affirmative. let us test and verify. 

TULIP Needs a un;que Program 

Inquiries have been made to ascertain if any existing computer 

program could be adopted as it is, but the response has been negative. 

For example, OClC IS one of the richest data bases, containing as it 

does more than thirteen million bibliographic records. Yet it cannot 

sati sfy our needs in full. Indeed, on behalf of the OClC, Mary Ann 

Mercante declares: 

... OClC can partially, but not completely meet your 

requirements. 

The maj or stumbl i ng block to your sat i sfactory use of 

OClC will be in the area of bibliographic control. Another 

drawback to OClC for your purposes is OClC's current 

inability to provide issue-specific holdings in Union list 

Products. 

A major bibliographic network is thus ruled out. The response from 

the University of California, 

The response from RlIN need 

Berkeley, 

not be 

has already been presented. 

even discussed. It is 

unprofessional. Other programs cannot satisfy my needs in full because 

the TULIP is a uni que bi bl i ographi c record-bui Idi ng endeavor and no 
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program known to me so far admits of the kind of analysis and synthesis 

I am proposing to make. Most of the programs are designed for 

i ndi vi dual catalogi ng and not for collecti ve uni on catalogi ng of the 

TULIP type. 

Goals to be Reached 

I wish to work toward the solution of union-listing problems by 

developi ng appropri ate standards for gatheri ng, recordi ng, renderi ng, 

and featuring serials data for a union list. I will also try to 

perfect my automation program for inputting the serials data in a 

computer system and for retrieving them in order to satisfy the varied 

interests, needs, and demands of the users by providing maximum possible 

access points essential for successful search and research. 

I propose to select a representati ve sampl i ng of abou.t 600 TULIP 

titles (from amongst some 15,000 plus that I have collected) and create 

an ideal model. This will enable me to verify if my theory that sounds 

so attractive can withstand the test of practice. It is just possible 

that some of the problems that are still baffling the bibliographers at, 

say, the University of California--Berkeley may get solved at the 

University of Missouri--Columbia! 

Tasks to be Performed 

First, a TULIP CODE for 600 selected serial titles in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences will be developed. 

Second, 

fundamental 

data needed for the selected titles relative to their five 

constituent elements--subject, language, place, 

commencement, and frequency will be assembled. 

Third, these data will be further enriched by examining great 

nat i onal 1 i brary bi bl i ographi c sources, such as NUC, NST and OClC, as 

well as by correspondence and phone calls. 

Fourth, the ti tIes wi 11 be classi fi ed accordi ng to lC system of 

classification. 

Fi fth, the seri als wi 11 be analyzed and synthesi zed by means of 

TULIP CODE. 

Sixth, the database will then be sorted by: 
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1. Author/Title; 

2. Title/Author; 

3. Associated bodies; 

4. Geographical area; 

S. Language; 

6. Subjects in (natural> language; and 

7. Subjects in classificatory (artificial> language. 

The above tasks will require intensive search and research in the 

bio-bibliographical history of the periodical publications. 
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THE UNION LISTS OF SERIALS. History: Literature: 

Philosophy has presented critical studies in the preparation 

and pubHcation of union Hsts of serials in India. England. 

and the U.S.A. and has made an attempt to evolve a theory of 

union cataloging with special reference to India and other 

newly emerging nations. 

The serial publications, especially the back volumes, are essential 

tools for all research, research which lies at the very root of the 

growth and development of an i ndi vi dual or soci ety in every walk of 

life. Serials record current and nascent thought, much of which does 

not find its way into monographs. They represent micro-units of 

thought, someti mes more powerful and fundamental than even the 

macro-units of thought--the books. Therefore, they are said to be the 

backbone of research. Research scholars both in social sciences and the 

humanit i es depend on serials more than those in the natural sciences. 

The total number of serial publications issued allover the world is 

enormous. No library in the world, howsoever rich in terms of finance, 

space, or other resources, can aspi re to have on its own premi ses a 

complete collection of all the serials published at all times allover 

the world. A library--even the richest of the national libraries--can 

collect only a fracti on of the total world output. The problems of 

acquiring (including financing), processing, 

so stupendous that the universal coverage 

institution will ever remain only a dream. 

storing, and servicing are 

of serials by a single 

Yet a research worker must be helped. He must be gi ven access--an 

easy access--to all the periodical literature that exists in his chosen 

field, whatever may be the breadth or depth--extension or intension--of 

his specialization, if the cause of research is to be truly served. It 

is an obI i gatory duty on the part of a nati onal government to provi de 

the serious research workers with facilities to examine all the relevant 

peri odi calli terature in thei r chosen fi eld of interest, wherever the 

material might be available. 
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These goals can be achieved only through a union list of serials. 

It is a unified, collective record of the bio-bibliographical and 

holdings data of the pUblications held by two or more libraries in a 

geographical region (state, country, or even the world). The union 

lists of serials are useful for research, reference, acquisition, 

cataloging, and above all for inter-library loan. They require large 

investment of time, 

and di ssemi nati on. 

money, and energy for their creation, maintenance, 

The University of California at Berkeley, for 

example, recei ved an enormous grant of almost two and a half mi 11 i on 

dollars from the U. S. Department of Educati on under Ti tIe II-C to 

"produce serial finding tools in a true union list format", and 

specifically to prepare a union list of serials in select libraries in 

California. Of course, the union list is a product of scholarship and 

is an outstanding outcome of singular perseverance and · unyielding 

spirit. 

Not even a si ngle conti nent can expect to possess all that is 

available in the form of published periodical literature allover the 

world. Inter-library loan is one way to have access to the periodicals 

not owned by one's nearest library. This inter-library loan and 

photo-reproduction can be achieved only through the "union list of 

serials" which lists in one place periodical publications held by a 

group of libraries in a region or country. 

Accordi ng to Besterman "the functi on of a uni on catalogue is to 

serve as a single guide to the whole of a given field, in particular, to 

a field which cannot be covered by anyone library. The success of such 

a catalogue is therefore in precise ratio to its approximation to this 

ideal. By this test it must be admitted that there are very few true 

union catalogues of periodicals." 

These serials lists are so essential for any successful program of 

research that they have been prepared in almost all the leading 

countries of the world in spite of innumerable difficulties. Freitag 

(1964) lists more than 1,200 union lists. The large number of union 

lists noticed in this publication attests to their value and importance. 

The beginnings of the preparation of union lists could be traced to 

A.D. 1859, and to Milan, a renowned city in Italy, goes the credit of 
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compiling the first union list of serials. America's first "national" 

Union List of Serials was published in 1927. The British <National> 

Union Catalog of Periodicals came out in 1955. India does not yet have 

a "national" union list. However, her attempt too toward this activity 

goes back to 1918. 

The fi rst maj or un i on catalog in Indi a was prepared under the 

direct i on and superv is i on of S. R. Ranganathan, but it suffered from 

many shortcomi ngs as admi tted by the edi tor hi msel f. It was probably 

the first systematic (classified) union catalog and remained a class by 

i tsel f. Indi an 1 i brari ans di d not follow the lead gi ven by thei r 

modern-day leader. 

The Office of the India Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Program of 

the Foreign Service of the United States of America in New Delhi made an 

experiment in preparing a union list of American serials, in Indian 

libraries, finally published as the Union List of Learned American 

Serials in Indian Libraries (ULLAS). The account of the preparation and 

publication of this list under the auspices of the Indian Council for 

Library Development is an epic saga of terrible tragedies, heart-rending 

frustrations, yet ultimate triumph, proving the truth of the maxim that 

perseverance pays! Nevertheless ULLAS has many lessons to teach a 

prospective cumpiler, including the correct way to do the work. 

The Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre of New Delhi has 

published a series of union catalogs in science and technology. These 

follow a uniform pattern and are guided by a specific philosophy. 

INSDOC catalogs are bi-partite, not of Ranganathan's type, where the 

main part is arranged by an artificial language of ordinal numbers, but 

of the western type, where the main entries are arranged strictly by the 

alphabet. It is ironical that INSDOC decided to imitate the World List 

of Scientific Periodicals in the sixties and seventies, while James D. 

Stewart, Editor and Executive Officer of the British Union Catalogue of 

Periodicals, a leading British librarian, had rejected the idea as early 

as 1953. 

INSDOC catalogs serve most of the purposes of the union catalogs in 

an effi ci ent manner. One mi ght expect that the uni on catalogs issued 

under the sponsorshi p of the Indi an Nati onal Sci enti fi c Documentat ion 
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Centre would be strictly limited to the Physical and Biological 

Sciences. But it is not the case. Many subjects which do not logically 

fall into the above categories are also covered in these catalogs. 

Two series of union catalogs of periodical publications in social 

sciences were compiled and published by the Social Science Documentation 

Centre of the Indi an Counci 1 of Soci al Sci ence Research, New Delhi, in 

the sixties and seventies. These two sets of union catalogs produced by 

two national agencies in India confirm our view that the compilation and 

publication of the union lists can be done only by an institution based 

on strong foundati ons and possessi ng adequate funds, staff, and other 

resources. Thi s work can not be done by ad-hoc commi ttees or even 

associations. While Ranganathan had to face insurmountable difficulties 

in bringing out just one volume, the above two institutions have brought 

out multitude of volumes in just a short period. And they d.id not have 

to take recourse to "Labor-donation" (or forced labor, to be frank and 

fair). 

However, the preparation and publication of such scattered catalogs 

here and there is not desi rable. Besterman says: "Thi s prol i ferati on 

of regional and local catalogues of limited nature is regrettable, not 

only because the value of such catalogues is arbi trari ly 1 i mi ted, not 

only because the 1 i brari an is compelled to buy and search a bookcase 

full of repetitive material, but also because every such catalogue, 

though it undoubtedly simplifies the larger task, at the same time comes 

to represent a vested interest which is sometimes difficult to override 

by a comprehensive scheme." 

The Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials (USA) developed a 

proposal for A Permanent Program for the Union List of Serials involving 

an expenditure of $2,523,222, which would have ultimately created a 

Union Catalogue of Serials at the Library of Congress to be maintained 

permanently <emphasis ours>. But the program was abandoned as being too 

expensive. Nevertheless, the report published by the Library of 

Congress contains much useful information as to the nature, function and 

value of the "National Union Catalog of Serials" and discusses the 

problems involved in attempting to compile one. 
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It is not enough to compile and publish a unio~ list only once and 

then let it become out of date and obsolete such as the ULLAS. It is 

absolutely essenti al to keep it up-to-date by i ncorporati ng all the 

addi ti ons of new ti tIes and changes in the ti tIes already reported as 

well as new holdings of the cooperating libraries. 

If we look back upon the hi story of just one uni on Ii st--that of 

Gregory's--we find that there has been a continuous tug of war waged 

between the enormous dai ly output in the world of peri odi cal 

publications and the attempt on the part of the compilers to maintain 

some reasonable control over it . The first edition was published in 

1927, recording 75,000 titles held by 225 libraries. Both the number of 

participating libraries as well as the number of serial titles continued 

to grow. Supplements were issued. The second edi ti on was publ i shed in 

1943. It contained 3,065 pages reporting the holdings of 120,000 titles 

deposited in 650 libraries. Two supplements were issued in 1945 and 

1949, but the year 1949 became the cut-off date forever! The side of 

compilers (controllers of knowledge) virtually accepted the defeat. 

Although the 3rd edition adds approximately twelve thousand titles and 

has brought their total number to 156,000, yet it has abandoned the race 

forever! 

Planning for the Future 

We believe it was a very sad decision. NST cannot meet the 

challenge. This decision was taken long before the modern techniques of 

computer technology were made avai lable and had demonstrated thei r 

enormous potentialities. It might not have been possible to maintain 

the proposed national union list of serials on cards. The Library of 

Congress has already abandoned its card form of catalog of books. And 

so are doing many other libraries. 

Sooner or later it has to di sappear 

The card catalog has lived its day. 

gi vi ng place to machi ne-readable 

form--off-l i ne or on-l i ne. Today we have to plan our future nati onal 

union list of serials in terms of the form of the catalog of the future 

and not of the past. 

Servicing Essential: To maintain a national union list of serials 

at a central place in continuously updated current form is a victory in 
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just one battle of the war. It amounts merely to perfecting the means. 

The end objective is to make the needed research document available to 

any scholar in the country or even abroad expeditiously, efficiently, 

and economically. This can be achieved only if the nation maintains a 

truly nati onal collecti on of peri odi cals at a central place. Thi s 

service need not be free. If the research scholars are willing to pay 

the fee (sometimes quite high) ,say, for an on-line search for a subject 

of their interest, they would also be equally willing to pay a 

reasonable amount for the location and copying of a research document 

they needed. 

Method of Financing. The history of the preparation of union lists 

in the U.S.A. goes back to at least 1878. Yet the first major national 

union list was produced through subscriptions given by forty libraries, 

each contributing $1,200. Furthermore Laura Spelman .Rockefeller 

Memorial Fund granted $10,000 to pay the costs of checking the holdings 

of certain government libraries. Thus was financed and produced the 

Union List of Serials in Libraries of the United States and Canada in 

1927. Two supplements were prepared and published through the sale of 

the basic volume. 

From India's Perspective. This method of financing could be easily 

used to prepare and publish a comprehensive list of ALL Indian serials 

in ALL the subjects. The university libraries may contribute a certain 

amount and the Uni versi ty Grants Commi ssi on of Indi a may provi de the 

remaining funds through a special grant given to the university that 

prepares, produces, and maintains the list. An ideal list would include 

a full bibliographical description of every serial publication preserved 

in any library and a record of all copies wherever located. It would 

moreover offer some means whereby the material listed could be located 

and segregated in accordance with those characteristics which are 

considered of importance by the people who use the material. Among such 

characteristics are subject content, availability within a given 

locality or region, country of origin, currency, language, and period of 

publication. 

Lists of periodical publications, especially of the directory type, 

are naturally structured and arranged in di verse ways to sat i sfy the 
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diverse tastes and needs of diverse users. Even the union lists follow 

the same principle. 

There are many problems in arrangi ng uni on U sts in classi fi ed 

order. Yet Ranganathan and hi s di sci pIes i nsi st on it. They forget 

that the usefulness of a union list certainly can not be judged by its 

structure alone! There are many other factors such as the extent of the 

coverage of the information, reliability of the data presented, and the 

scope of the geographical area covered, and last but not the least, the 

richness of the collections of the cooperating libraries. Also vital is 

the fact how current and up-to-date the list is. In bri ef, how good a 

specific list is will be determined by all these factors combined rather 

than just by one physical form. 

Co-operat i ve acqu i si t i on program is sa i d to be a benefi t to be 

derived from the union lists of serials. But it is an idea only and not 

a reality. It does not happen to materialize by the availability of 

union lists. 

There are multiple ways of collecting and verifying the data yet all 

bristle with multitudes of problems. We maintain that all the problems 

can be solved, the ent ire process can be si mpl i fi ed, and the total 

operation of the union listing can be streamlined if the entries are 

prepared in flexi ble and mani pulable, uni tary sheets of paper 

(datasets), and circulated among all the participating libraries in 

instalments on a regular basi s. A speci fi c library may add to the 

dataset a specific title held by it but not appearing in the Master 

List. This Master List on sheets may even be of some reference value to 

a specific library, especially for the titles not held by it. It can 

certainly be useful to all for the interim period. 

We can call thi s BBDR a systemati c, comprehensi ve, enumerati ve, 

questionnaire. In popular parlance it can be called a "shopping list." 

While cataloging a periodical, the cataloger may miss a certain category 

of information, but when such an exhaustive list of all the categories 

of information is provided, the data collector is less likely to miss 

any category whatsoever! It reminds him of the "categories of 

information" that ought to be searched for when the data are collected. 

When an empty container is seen, one is likely to search for its 
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contents! Also the data can be filled in as and when received. Thus 

the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder can also be used as the 

Bio-Biblio-Data-Receiver at will. It provides all the flexibility and 

manipulability observed in the world of computerization. This BBDR is a 

modest contribution of TULIP. This is one fruitful outcome of TULIP. 

Our prolonged research on the problems of union-listing has yielded 

another fruitful result. It is the TULIP CODE. It has taken us full 

twenty years to evolve these two instruments of achi evi ng the goal of 

preparation and perpetuation of union list of serials in a perfect 

manner. 

It was our ambition to prepare a complete list of all the valuable 

(or useful> union catalogs (or union lists> and then discuss each one of 

them in a separate section. But the limitations of time and other 

facilities did not permit us to undertake such a stupendous task. 

There is a dire need for standardization in choosing and rendering 

bibliographical records of the periodical publications. Some compilers 

begin with the assumption that the periodical publications they are 

union-listing are already described in full elsewhere, and, therefore, 

they need not repeat the performance. However, the publications we have 

been trying to incorporate in our TULIP are not generally cataloged, and 

even if cataloged, not in full. The seminal paper of Besterman, which 

gave birth to the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals , is a landmark 

wri ti ng. Al though short, it is very powerful--pregnant wi th great 

potential. It also shows how Besterman derived inspiration from the 

great American Union List of Serials! The U.S.A. is the world leader in 

matters of library development and bibliographic accomplishments. 

This study may help those who wish to prepare a union list, 

especially in the newly-rising nations of the east, where computer 

technology is not yet fully developed; because in highly industrialized 

nations of the West, it has simply revolutionized the total spectrum and 

their needs as well as the means and methods to meet them are totally 

different . 

some Fundamental Ideas 
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Thi s study has helped us to evolve a theory. a phi losophy for the 

preparat ion. pub 1 i cat ion. di ssemi nat ion. and perpetuat i on of a un ion 

list. It has also enabled us to offer a criticism of the union lists 

studied during the preparation of our compositions both theoretical and 

practical. For example. it was a sad decision on the part of <The 

American> Joint Committee on the Union list of Serials to make the third 

ed. of UlS the last one as well! There has to be a perennial. perpetual 

supplementi ng to i ndi cate the cessati ons. repri nts. etc. Also there 

should be a notification of earlier titles (pre-1949) acquired by 

American libraries subsequent to the publication of the 3rd ed. NST 

will not report such holdings. l RlIN & OClC are not mutually inclusive. 

U.S. institutions are subscribing to one or the other! So no single 

database can exclusively exhaust the total universe of periodical 

publications--even those that are acquired by all American . libraries. 

We have also shown how inadequate the two American sources (UlS and NST) 

are as far as the South Asia field is concerned. (Refer to page 7 of 

the TEST), We have quoted L. Quincy Mumford (see TULIP Bouquet .u 
Introduction. p. 16). 

Our readers have also seen how inadequate the UlS is when compared 

with BUCOP. Forty percent of the serial titles reported in BUCOP were 

not found in the UlS. Thi s wi 11 be more true as far as the Indi an 

publications are concerned. because until 1947 India was merely a "crown 

jewel" of the British Royalty! It is alleged that there were days when 

each and every pUblication issued in India was deposited automatically 

in Great Bri ta in. but we have not yet seen any authent i c document to 

prove the val i di ty of thi s allegati on. Nonetheless. Great Bri tai n is 

likely to hold more Indian publications of the earlier period than the 

U.S.A. This brings us to the imperative need of systematically scanning 

both the catalogs--BUCOP as well as UlS--to identify all the titles that 

1 This was written before 1981-84 NST was seen! Now the situation has 

changed. NST reports even pre-1949 pUblications if they are covered 

by CONSER! So. the world is progressi ng. What was non-exi stent 

yesterday may appear tomorrow. 
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originated in India. Then alone we will reach some kind of 

comprehensiveness. 1 Nunn had to do this for Southeast Asian PP's. In 

hi s Southeast Asi an Peri odi cals he tells us how he went through other 

longer and larger union lists to draw titles of his interest. In his 

"Introduction" Nunn describes his "Research Procedure": 

As a first step the Union list of serials in the 

<Libraries of the> United States and Canada, Hew serial 

titles, Union list of serials in libraries of Honolulu, and 

the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals were searched item 

by item. An item-by-item search was found necessary since it 

was impossible to predict. 

A second group of catalogues, those providing information 

for all Southeast Asian countries was similarly treated. 

These di d not create the same si tuat i on of searchi ng over 

hundreds of thousands of non-Southeast Asian entries! 

Someone, someti me, somewhere wi 11 have to do thi s work for South 

Asi a as well. We di d thi s wi th BUCOP as an experi ment. 

beginning with cities such as Calcutta were scanned through 

titles noted. 

Entries 

and the 

We needed a great deal of time and a lot of money which we could not 

secure. we have concluded and would declare most emphatically that such 

works should be executed only by an institution such as the Library of 

Congress. For example, ULS third ed. was done at LC. BUCOP was done at 

the Bri t ish Museum. INSDOC & SSDC seri es of catalogs could have been 

done only by such great institutions as INSDOC AND SSDC. 

Need for F;nance 

Fi nanci al contri buti ons of $1200 each from 40 Ameri can 1 i brari es 

enabled ULS to appear. BUCOP came into bei ng through a generous grant 

of 19,000 pounds from the Rockefeller Foundation and active cooperation 

of the British Museum. 

1 This will be one of our major future tasks if at all we get the time, 

money and other facilities. 

- 187 -





UNION LISTS OF SERIALS 

A grant of approximately $300,000 from the Council on Library 

Resources alone could have brought into existence the third edition of 

ULS . 

ULLAS appeared because of a grant of Rs. 80,000 from the United 

States Information Service in New Delhi. 

NEH granted $80,000, and Duke matched it with $190,000 of its own 

to bri ng out the "Uni on Catalog of Government of Indi a Publ i cati ons, 

1858-1950." 

Reference has already been made to a large grant recei ved by the 

University of California at Berkeley to prepare a union list of 

California libraries. 

Perpetuat;on: Sponsarsh;p. Who;s to F;nance and Why? 

The Busi ness, Industry, and nati onal phi lanthropi c i nsti tuti ons of 

all the advanci ng countri es in the world are i nvesti ng more and more 

money to support the research in all fi elds. Yet it is the 

responsi bi 1 i ty pri mari ly of the nati onal or federal government of a 

country to build up a reservior--the greatest and largest storage in the 

country--of all the knowledge embodied in periodical publications, not 

necessarily in original, but even in microform, which the researchers 

may draw upon when needed. This may sound utopian, but it is absolutely 

essential if the fruitful research is to be conducted. Undoubtedly, no 

one center, whatever may be its size, can hold under its own single roof 

all the published periodical literature--present as well as the past, 

but it can certainly develop into a satisfying reservior of knowledge in 

a given country, notwithstanding the limitations of space and money. 

Such a center can very well ma i nta in the nat i ona 1 un ion 1 i st of 

serials. The researchers may direct their inquiries only to this center 

and it may fill their needs either from its own collections or through 

inter-library loan, or micro-photo-reproduction. 

Once again taking India as an example, we may suggest that the 

INSDOC may continue to specialize in the sciences while similar centers 

can serve the needs of social scientists and the specialists in other 

disciplines. The University Grants Commission or a Ministry of the 

Government of Indi a may provi de addi ti onal funds to INSDOC whi ch may 
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build up the largest collection of scientific serials that would serve 

scientists from allover India . Instead of trying to build large 

collections in, say, one hundred and fifty universities or research 

institutions, the country can have one single institution in a region 

which can build one of the five or six largest collections in the whole 

nati on and serve each and every scholar in that speci fi c regi on. No 

library can aspire to have a truly comprehensive collection. Pooling of 

the resources is the only way, especially when the world of knowledge is 

expanding so rapidly as to be totally unmanageable even by the richest 

and largest libraries in the world. 

Communications technology is developing so very fast that we cannot 

visualize what we will see and experience even in a decade! We are 

talking in terms of what is available today. Tomorrow may bring 

something which is even beyond our imagination today. Yes, one regional 

center may be able to serve the ent ire regi on. The faci Ii ti es for 

storage and transmission may become so extensive and all pervading that 

a scholar can read E..!ll! matter ri ght on hi sown termi nal screen at hi s 

home from anywhere in the world! 

collecting the Data: Alternative to Personal ViSits 

We must find alternatives to personal visits, i.e. direct survey 

through field work. 

a) One alternative is to hire temporary hands at the participating 

institutions. This will save expenses for the travel, meals and 

lodgi ng. Thi s methodology was successfully used in Indi a. Data were 

collected by us from far away places like Pune, Bombay, and Chandigarh, 

while we were operating in our official headquarters in Mysore. Taking 

an arbi trary number, wecan say that twenty persons can work at twenty 

different places at one and the same time and can finish the work in 

1/20 of the time otherwise needed. 

b) Some libraries in America have already prepared their own lists 

of serials, such as Duke and the University of Washington at Seattle. 

They have already sent us their lists just by asking. This was as far 

back as 1979. We have not yet done any search methodi cally and 
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individually. 

meantime. 

Many institutions might have compiled their lists in the 

c) Once we have completed our work here and our data are 

incorporated into our data fi Ie, we can take off-l i ne pri nts. Thi s 

master-list or checking edition may be forwarded to the co-operating and 

participating libraries for verification, etc. Of course, here too, we 

should be ready and willing to provide some remuneration to the staff at 

each institution. Certainly the total expenditure will be far less than 

what would be required if we had to send our own staff everywhere. This 

method will save a good deal of time and money. We have tried it and it 

has proved effi ci ent and producti ve. Thi sis the second best method 

avai lable to us. The fi rst, the best and the most i deal method, of 

course, is the Bio-Biblio-Data-Recorder (BBDR). 

Sometime in the future, some of the institutions may get access to 

our own database, maintained on-line here, and add their own holdings 

and other i nformati on if avai lable wi th them. Future technologi cal 

advances in the field of telecommunication may bring in certain unique 

facilities which are even unthinkable today. 

The TULIP database may become a reservoir for keeping the records 

of the detailed holdings of individual libraries who wish to contribute 

their labor and money to this noble cause. 
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Head of 

Expenditure 

1 

ADMINISTRA TION 

Staff salary 

Travel etc. 

OPERATION 

a) Reference Rs. 

books 4,000 

b) Supplies 4,000 

c) Correspon-

dence etc. 2,000 

ESTABLISHMENT 

a) Rent, etc. 6,000 

b) Furniture 3,300 

c) Equipment 5,700 

PRODUCTION 

MEETINGS ETC. 

MISC. & RESERVE 

TOTAL: 

APpendix A 

PROPOSED BUDGET OF ULLAS 

Total 

amount 

available 

2 

Rs. 

20,000 

5,000 

10,000 

15,000 

25,000 

2,000 

3,000 

80,000 

Stage I 

5 months 

Stage II Stage III Total 

4 months 3 months 

5/12 time 1/3 time 1/4 time 

3 4 5 6 

Rs. Rs. Rs . Rs. 

8,800 6,400 4,800 20,000 

2,500 1, 500 1,900 5,000 

10,000 

4,000 

4,000 

1, 000 500 500 

15,000 

2,500 2,000 1,500 

3,300 

5,700 

25,000 25,000 

1, 000 500 500 2,000 

1,000 1, 000 1,000 3,000 

33,800 11,900 34,300 80,000 
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FURTHER DETAILS OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES 

ADMINISTRATION 

SALARY for 6 Staff Members 

a) Project Director, to be paid 

honorarium. Rs.500 p.m. 

b) Senior compiler: M. Lib.Sc. or 

equivalent. Rs.400 p.m. 

c) Junior Compiler: graduate Dip. 

Gl Rs.250 p.m. 

d) Lib. Asst.: Inter Certificate 

Q) Rs.150 p.m. 

e) Steno-typist: B.A. Gl Rs.200 p.m. 

f) Attendant: Matric Gl Rs.100 p.m. 

g) Reserve for Staff 

TRAVEL & CONVEYANCE 

OPERATION 

a) Reference books 

b) Supplies 

i. Catalog cards 

i i. Paper 

iii. Stencils 

iv. Carbon 

v. Expendable stationery 

and other misc. items 

c) Correspondence & Postage 

including printing & stationery 

Rs. 

1,000 

1, 500 

1,000 

200 

300 

Rs. 

2,000 
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Rs. 

6,000 

4,800 

3,000 

1,800 

2,400 

1,200 

800 

4,000 

4,000 

Rs. 

Rs. 

20,000 

5,000 

10,000 

Rs. 





ESTABLISHMENT 

a) Rent including electricity etc. 

Gl Rs.500 p . m. 

b) Furni ture 

i . Tables 5 

ii. Chairs 5 

iii. Cupboards 2 

iv. Filing cabinets 2 

v. Catalog card cabinets 2 

vi. Clock 1 

vii. Other Misc. 

c) Equipment 

i. Duplicating Machine 

(Eledri c) 

ii. typewriters 2 

PRODUCTION (i .e. Printing, paper, 

bi ndi ng, etc.) 

MEETINGS & CONFERENCES 

MISC.: Contingencies & Reserve 

to meet any deficiencies under 

other heads 

TOTAL: 

700 

200 

500 

1, 200 

300 

150 

250 

3,300 

2,400 

SUMMARY 

l. Administration 

2. Travel & Conveyance 

3. Operation 

4. Establishment 

5. Production 

6. Meetings & Conferences 

7. Miscellaneous & Reserve 

TOTAL 
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15,000 

6,000 

3,300 

5,700 

25,000 

2,000 

3,000 

Rs. 80,000 

20,000 

5,000 

10,000 

15,000 

25,000 

2,000 

3,000 

Rs. 80,000 
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Dear Colleague: 

APpend;x B 

C;rcular Letters to L;brar;es 

INDIAN COUNCIL FOR LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 

Sharda Society, Ahmedabad-7 

Sub: Project ULLASI 

We are pleased to inform you that the Indi an Counci I for Library 

Development, an incorporated professional body, aims 

i) to promote the development of libraries and 

librarianship in India; 

ii) to conduct advanced studies and research in 

bibliographical and library problems; 

iii) to organize and administer bibgraphical and 

library services; and 

iv) to prepare and publish literature relating to 

library science. 

You may remember, at the request of the India Wheat Loan Educational 

Exchange Program of the Foreign Service of the United States of America, 

you sent to their Office in New Delhi a record of all your holdings of 

the American serials deposited in your great Institution. Due to the 

circumstances already known to you, the project could not be completed. 

The Offi ce had to be closed and the project remai ned in abeyance for 

several years. Now it is a matter of great sat i sfact i on to us that 

through a generous financial assistance from the United States 

Information Service in India, the Council has undertaken to revive the 

project and bring it to a successful completion. Of course, this can be 

achieved only through your cooperation. We, on our part, would like to 

assure you that we will complete this project as soon as possible and to 

the best of our ability. We propose to compile and publish a 

comprehensive, fully authentic, Union List of Learned American Serials 

1 First circular to WLO participants 

- 194 -





THE APPENDIX 

deposited in all the major libraries in India. 

objective. 

This is our immediate 

We wish to inform you that the returns of your holdings of American 

serials submitted to the Wheat Loan Office have been acquired by us and 

they are now wi th us in thi s Offi ce. We do not want you to take the 

trouble of repeating the task of compiling a list of your serial 

holdings. However, if you have published in the meantime a list of your 

seri al s holdi ngs, or if it is ava i lable even in mi meographed form, we 

would request you kindly to send us a copy for further verification and 

completion of our records. 

In any case, we would 1 i ke to bri ng our 

therefore, will appreciate it very much 

supplementary 1 i st of all the new seri als 

during the past three years or so. 

records up-to-date, and, 

if you kindly send us a 

acqu i red by your Library 

Our plan is first to compile and publish a Pilot Edition, which will 

be circulated among all the participating libraries for verification and 

approval. It is our desire to make the ULLAS a fully comprehensive and 

accurate record of all the American serials available in all the major 

libraries of India. 

In order to achieve the above objective, it is necessary for us also 

to have a complete record (listing) of all the major libraries in India. 

As you already know, such a list is not easily available, and we have to 

depend upon your generosity to get such a list compiled for this 

purpose. To be specific, we will request you kindly to give us full 

particulars about your Library on the enclosed form. This will be 

published as a supplement to our Union List. We also request you kindly 

to give us, if possible, a list of all the major libraries in your area. 

This may be the only way to get the needed information. You can well 

appreciate our anxiety not to leave out even a single good library in 

India which might have a useful collection of American serials. 

We are pretty sure you will extend all your cooperation to this 

Council so that our common objectives are achieved and together we are 

able to promote the development of libraries and librarianship in India. 

With best wishes and awaiting your early response, 
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Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

Enc: Form 

With a view to secure uniformity and consistency, and to save the 

time of the librarians, we designed a data-set for collecting the data 

relative to the compilation of the "Directory of Libraries." Here it 

is: 

INDIAN COUNCIL FOR LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 

Sharda Society, Ahmedabad-7. 

PARTICULARS REQUESTED 

for 

A DIRECTORY OF INDIAN LIBRARIES 

1. State: 

2. District: 

3. Town: 

4 . Type (University, Government, Public, etc.): 

5. Year of foundation: 

6. Management (Public, Private, etc.): 

7. Full Name of Library: 

8. Street Address: 

9. Phone number: 

10. Total No. of volumes: 

11. Total No. of periodicals currently subscribed: 

12. Income: 

13. Source: 

14. Expenditure: 

15. (a) Books: 

16. 

17. 

(b) Periodicals: 

(c) Staff: 

18. Librarian's full name: 

19. Signature: 

20. Date: 
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Circular Letter to Non-Wheat Loan Libraries 

The following circular was sent to all the major libraries outside 

the ci rcle of the Wheat Loan Program. As long as we were operating 

within its limited circle. we could not get in touch with such 

institutions that did not receive any funds for the acquisition of 

American books under the Program. Once the Indian Council for Library 

Development was founded and incorporated as a non-profi t. chari table 

organization. we had the liberty to get in touch with any Indian library 

we deemed fit. But for this bold decision. the final publication would 

not have reported the holdings of as many as 161 Indian libraries. 

Dear Colleague: 

INDIAN COUNCIL FOR LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 

Sharda Society. Ahmedabad-7 

Sub.: Project ULLAS 

You wi 11 be pleased to know that the Indi an Counci 1 for Library 

Development. an incorporated professional body. aims 

i) to promote the development of libraries and 

librarianship in India; 

ii) to conduct advanced studies and research in 

bibliographical and library problems; 

iii) to organize and administer bibliographical and 

library services; and 

iv) to prepare and publish literature relating to 

library science. 

You may know, the India Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Program of 

the Foreign Service of the United States of America made an attempt to 

compile a Union List of Learned American Serials in India some years 

ago. A few 1 i brari es sent to thei r Offi ce in New Delhi a record of all 

thei r holdi ngs of the Ameri can seri als deposi ted in thei r respecti ve 

institutions. Due to some unavoidable circumstances, the project could 

not be completed. The Office had to be closed and the project remained 

in abeyance for several years. 
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Now it is a matter of great sat i sfact i on to us that through a 

generous financial assistance from the United States Information service 

in India, the Council is able to undertake and revive this project and 

to bring it to a successful completion . Of course, this can be achieved 

only through your cooperation. We, on our part, would like to assure 

you that the project will be completed as soon as possible and to the 

best of our ability. We propose to compile and publish a comprehensive, 

fully authentic, Union List of Learned American Serials deposited in all 

the major libraries in India. This is our immediate objective. 

We will appreciate it very much if you kindly send us a complete 

statement on all the Ameri can seri al publ i cati ons deposi ted in your 

great Institution stating: 

(i) Full title of the serial publication 

(ii) Sponsoring body, if any 

(iii) Name of the publisher 

(iv) Place of publication 

(v) Date of origin, and whether still current 

(vi) Periodicity of publication 

(vii) Total number of volumes available in your library 

(viii) corresponding years, i.e. years covered 

(ix) volumes incomplete 

(x) volumes missing 

(xi) Whether currently being received in your library 

(xii) Cumulative indexes and/or supplements, if any. 

(N.B. Categories ii-vi are optional) 

Our plan is first to compile and publish a Pilot Edition, which will 

be circulated among all the participating libraries for verification and 

approval. It is our desire to make the ULLAS a fully comprehensive and 

accurate record of all the American serials available in all the major 

libraries in India. 

<The next paragraph dealt with the Directory. It was the same that 

was sent to Wheat Loan grantee institutions.> 

With best wishes and awaiting your early response, 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 
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Enc: Form 

In passi ng it may be remarked that the 1 i st of categori es of 

information or data elements was considerably broadened. However, 

certain categories were designated as optional so that the libraries 

would not feel compelled to supply them and would not delay on account 

of the volume of the work involved. They might adopt the view: Allor 

none. We were wi 11 i ng to take whatever they were wi 11 i ng to gi ve us. 

We did not want to burden all the libraries with this heavy task. 1 

Yet the response was very, very slow indeed. 

Reminder to Wheat Loan Libraries 

The following reminder was sent to the Wheat Loan participants: 

Subject: Project ULLAS 

Dear Colleague: 

We would like to draw your kind attention to our request of July 14, 

1964, for a supplementary list of American serials available in your 

Library to be included in the "Union List of American Serials." So far 

we have not heard anything from you. 

You may remember, at the request of the India Wheat Loan Office, New 

Delhi, you had sent them a record of all the holdings of the American 

serials deposited in your Institution. The WLO could not complete the 

project and the returns of your holdings of American serials have now 

been acquired by us. We wish to complete the List and publish it before 

the end of the year, if possible. 

As you already know, your holdings are recorded up to the year 1961 

and we are entrusted with the task of compiling and publishing a Union 

List of Learned American Serials up-to-date. Will you please, 

therefore, send us a further list of all the American serial holdings up 

to and including the year 1964 ga soon ga possible. 

This is QYL philcsophy of data collection. It is totally different 

from what is commonly followed by the compilers. We take pri de in 

having evolved this policy. 

field. 

This is our modest contribution to the 
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Thanking you for your kind cooperation, 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

Wi th some vari ati on, the same ci rcular letter was sent agai n as a 

subsequent reminder. And here is the "reminder" to our Circular No.2: 

Dear Colleague: 

We would like to draw your kind attention to our request for a list 

of all the American Serials available in your Library to be included in 

our "Uni on List of Learned Ameri can Seri als," a publ i cati on to be 

compiled and i~sued by us through a generous financial assistance from 

the United States Information Service in India . So far we have not 

heard anything from you. We will appreciate it very much if you kindly 

send us your 1 i st of Ameri can seri als ~ ~ as possi ble because the 

Project has to be completed within a very short period. 

Your early response will help us a great deal in making this Project 

as complete as possible. 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to write to 

us. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

And below is reproduced the third reminder to the Wheat Loan 

Li brari es: 

Subject: Project ULLAS 

Dear Colleague: 

We would like to draw your kind attention to our requests of July 

16, and August 15,1964, for a supplementary list of American serials 

available in your Library to be included in the "Union List of American 

Serials." So far we have not heard anything from you. You may 

remember, at the request of the India Wheat Loan Office, New Delhi, you 

had sent them a rp.cord of all the holdi ngs of the Ameri can Seri als 

- 200 -





THE APPENDIX 

deposited in your Institution. That project could not be completed 

there and the returns of your holdings of American serials have now been 

acqui red by us. We wi sh to complete the Uni on List and publ i sh it 

before the end of the year. 

As you already know, your holdings are recorded up to the year 1961 

and we are entrusted with the task of compiling and publishing a "Union 

List of Learned American Serials" up-to-date. Will you please, 

therefore, send us a further list of the American serial holdings up to 

and including the year 1964 as soon ~ possible. 

Thanking you for your kind cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJ ECT DIRECTOR 

The seri es of letters reproduced above shows qui te vi vi dly what a 

difficult and time-consuming job it becomes when the libraries are 

requested to provi de all the data themselves. Therefore, the avai lable 

information relating to a title held by a specific library was typed by 

us in our Office . The libraries were requested only to provide the 

lacking information which they had not provided earUer. 1 In spite of 

thei r best intent ions to co-operate, many 1 i brari es si mply had nei ther 

time nor staff to comply with our request. 

In order to simplify, therefore, the process of submitting the 

returns and to expedite it, we designed the following pro-forma: 

Full title of 

the serials 

Volumes available 

from to 

Volumes 

incomplete 

Whether currently 

being received 

1 Here is one more evidence of our liberal philosophy of collecting the 

data. We provide the maximum; expect the minimum from others. 
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The Last Attempt 

The following circular letterl represents our last attempt. We gave 

the end of February 1965 as the deadl i ne for bri ngi ng out the Pilot 

edition. We wrote with all the earnestness at our command. The total 

number of categories of information was considerably reduced. 

Subject: Project ULLAS 

Dear Colleague: 

You wi 11 be pleased to know that the Indi an Counci I for Library 

Development, an incorporated professional body, aims 

i) to promote the development of libraries and 

librarianship in India; 

ii) to conduct advanced studies and research in biblio

graphical and library problems 

iii) to organize and administer bibliographical and 

library services; and 

iv) to prepare and publish literature relating to 

library science. 

We propose to compile and publish a comprehensive and truly 

authentic Union List of Learned American Serials deposited in all the 

great libraries in India. This is a major bibliographical project we 

have undertaken. Of course, this can be accomplished only through your 

cooperation and help. We, on our part, would like to assure you that we 

will complete this project as soon as possible and to the best of our 

ability and capacity. 

We will appreciate it very much if you kindlY send us a complete 

record of all the American serial publications available in your great 

Institution, giving at least the following information: 

1) Title 

ii) Total number of volumes available in your library 

iii) incomplete 

1 A subtle reminder. 
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i v) missing 

v) Whether currently being received. 

We are sure you will kindly extend your full cooperation to us and 

enable us to achieve the above objective, which may be as dear to you as 

it is to us. We do not want that your Library gets unrepresented in 

this Union List. You will certainly appreciate our anxiety to include 

in our 'ULLAS' all the good libraries in India which might have a useful 

collection of American Serials. 

We are already runni ng far behi nd the schedule, but we bel i eve we 

shall make up and produce the Pilot Edition of the Union List before the 

end of February 1965. It is, therefore, absolutely essential that we 

recei ve the 1 i st of your 1 i brary holdi ngs wi thi n the next two weeks, 

i.e. on or before January 15, 1965. 

We are fully confident that we shall receive maximum cooperation 

from you. 

Thanking you for your kind help. 

We remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

This letter may appear like something unrelated to the past--as if 

nothing had happened till then! Yes, it was specifically designed so. 

We were ti red of sendi ng the remi nders. The very expressi on 1 i ke "we 

would like to draw your kind attention to our ... " seemed to be annoying, 

not to us but at the other end. We thought that instead of sending a 

reminder, if we could just request for the information, the message 

would get across. So the letter was prepared to get the i nformati on 

without creating a kind of feeling of guilt--if at all someone 

felt--that the specific library was too slow to respond. What would one 

more remi nder do where so many remi nders had fai led? It was a subtle 

strategy and was found fruitful to some extent. However, it did not 

produce the total result. 
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i v) missing 

v) Whether currently being received. 

We are sure you will kindly extend your full cooperation to us and 

enable us to achieve the above objective, which may be as dear to you as 

it is to us. We do not want that your library gets unrepresented in 

this Union list. You will certainly appreciate our anxiety to include 

in our 'UllAS' all the good libraries in India which might have a useful 

collection of American Serials . 

We are already runni ng far behi nd the schedule, but we bel i eve we 

shall make up and produce the Pilot Edition of the Union list before the 

end of February 1965. It is, therefore, absolutely essenti al that we 

recei ve the 1 i st of your 1 i brary holdi ngs wi thi n the next two weeks, 

i.e. on or before January 15, 1965. 

We are fully confident that we shall receive maximum cooperation 

from you. 

Thanking you for your kind help. 

We remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

This letter may appear like something unrelated to the past--as if 

nothing had happened till then! Yes, it was specifically designed so. 

We were tired of sending the reminders. The very expression like "we 

would like to draw your kind attention to our .•. " seemed to be annoying, 

not to us but at the other end. We thought that instead of sending a 

reminder, if we could just request for the information, the message 

would get across. So the letter was prepared to get the information 

without creating a kind of feeling of guilt--if at all someone 

felt--that the specific library was too slow to respond. What would one 

more remi nder do where so many remi nders had fai led? It was a subtle 

strategy and was found frui tful to some extent. However, it di d not 

produce the total result. 
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APPENDIX C 

THE T U LIP COD El 

A Constellat;on of DEs;gnators 

(Deta;led Explanat;on) 

Professional library literature. especially of India. is full of 

prolonged di scussi ons and controversi es over the questi on whether the 

mai n entri es ina catalog ought to be arranged by words in natural 

language or by symbolic numbers of an artificial (classificatory) 

language. No matter which option is chosen. the added entries have to 

be linked with the main entries by means of numerous cross-references. 

The New Serial Title~ (1950-70). for example. contains as many as 65.000 

cross-references. The repeated additions of referred-to-headings (which 

are sometimes qui te lengthy) unnecessari ly increases the bulk of the 

publication. Could we design a "connecting link" which would also help 

us in securing a filiatory order and helpful arrangement? This question 

has been in my mind for a long time. It seems the unique TULIP CODE 

(COnstellation of DEsignators) that I have now devised may provide an 

answer to this long-standing problem. 

This TULIP CODE constitutes an expressive. analytico-synthetic 

of symbols. embodying five fundamental constituent configuration 

elements of a 

characteristics. 

periodical publication. representing its inherent basic 

and manifests itself into a COnstellation of 

DEsignators--a unique distinctive assemblage of numbers. serving as an 

effective instrument for individualization. identification. unification. 

organization. indexing, and reference. 

1 It has taken full twenty years for us to "perceive" this TULIP CODE. 

Code = 1) a system of signals for communication; 

2) a system of words or other symbols arbitrarily used to 

represent words; 

3) a body of laws; and 

4) a set of rules. 
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Ranganathan's Uni on Catalogue is the fi rst--and probably the only 

one--union catalog wherein the main entries are headed by a class number 

expressed in an artificial classificatory language of ordinal numbers. 

However, it is complicated and hence unintelligible to many who are not 

well-conversant with his classificatory language called Colon. 

Ranganathan has received due criticism for this failing. For example, 

Dr. Leendert Brummel, Di rector of the Royal Library of Netherlands, 

observes (1956: 85): 

Again a systematically arranged list requires the user to 

be more or less familiar with the system followed. In 

the Uni on Catalogue of Learned Peri odi cal Publ i cati ons in 

South Asia, the Colon Classification is applied. A brief 

examination of the Union Catalogue shows, however, 

contrary to what Dr. Ranganathan says in the introductory 

chapters of the list, 1 that it is not possi ble to use it 

efficiently without knowing Colon Classification. Perhaps 

for lists 

alphabetical 

this objection is less felt in India, but 

intended to be used in many countri es the 

arrangement remains the most accessible. 

Undoubtedly, we need a language which is intelligible to all the 

intelligent people and is easily manipulable. 

Duke University has been preparing a "Union List of South Asian 

Government Serial Publications (1858-1950) in the Major U.S. Libraries." 

The National Endowment for the Humanities granted $80,000 and the 

University matched the grant with $109,000 of its own. The project has 

been in the making since 1977. Although the original proposal had 

promised to develop a data base which might be utilized by national 

cooperative projects for the bibliographical control of serials, such as 

"CONSER," quantitatively there is very little data in each entry. But 

here we are not concerned whether the data are exhaustive or not. We 

are concerned here wi th the numberi ng of the entri es. Each entry is 

given a consecutive serial number, expressed as integers, or whole 

1 The interchangeability of "catalogue" and "list" permeates the total 

literature. 
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numbers. Melvil Dewey gave us the Decimal fractional notation for 

classification and became immortal. It was a "giant step" forward. It 

provided unlimited hospitality in chain. i.e. capacity to generate 

unlimited. subordinate classes. I need not dwell here on the benefits 

of this device. However. Dewey did not make any provision for the same 

type of hospitality in array. In DC we could go on adding endlessly. 

but only at the very end. not in between. Ranganathan filled this need 

by providing the formulae of facets and phases. He bequeathed to the 

library world unlimited hospitality also in array. i.e. the capacity to 

generate unlimited coordinate classes at many points. 

To assign consecutive. rigid. ordinal. 

bibliographic records (entries) in a union 

an 

serial numbers to the 

catalog of periodical 

attempt to undertake a publications is an anachronism. It is like 

transconti nental journey from New York to 

horse and buggy today when we are living in 

the TULIP CODE (Number) can provide us 

San Francisco by means of 

thi s space age. I bel i eve 

with full facilities to 

interpolate or delete any number of entri es wi thout di sturbi ng others 

whi ch precede or succeed. In other words. we can generate unl i mi ted 

coordinate as well as subordinate classes. We are free to make all 

the desirable additions and subtractions (deletions) at will. I 

wanted to have a number that could serve as a connecting link but. I 

believe. I have found much more than what I wanted. It has brought in 

its trai n many othar advantages, each contri buti ng to the over-all 

usefulness of the Device. All ideas, especially the primordial ones, 

are subject to revision; and this idea of mine, too, is not an 

exception to the rule. It deserves experimentation--a trial. 

Having obtained a sumptuous grant of one and three quarter million 

dollars from the Office of Education under Title II-C the University of 

California, Berkeley. in conjunction with Stanford and UCLA has been 

preparing a true union list of serials in thirty one libraries in the 

State of California. 

Barbara Radke and Mike Berger in their 

University of California Union List of Serials 

presented many examples of the difficulties 
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interfiling, and collocating entries for one and the same title when it 

is entered in various ways by various libraries: 

Here is an example: 

1. American Medical Association, Journal 

REGISTER 01649006 

BERKELEY CU-BIOL 1,1883-

CU-PUBL For Issues Received, 

2. American Medical Association, Journal of the 

AMERICAN Medical Association. 

REGISTER 01649105 

SANTA CRUZ CU-SC 195,1966-

3. JAM A: Journal of the AMERICAN Medical Association 

REGISTER 17361104 

LOS ANGELES CLU-BIO 175,1961-

4. Journal of the AMERICAN Medical Association 

REGISTER 17953103 OCLC 1480379 

IRVINE CU-I-N 022-55(1894-1910).093-

114(1929-40) 0116-126(1941-44).0127Nl,5, 

<The original is quite illegible> 

This example illustrates variations in choice of entry for 

publications containing the names of the issuing body in the 

title of the serial. Entry 1 is the title of the serial 

inverted to create an author/title entry with brief title. 

Entry 2 is an author/title entry with a full title. Although 

both Entries 3 and 4 are title entries, Entry 3 begins with 

the acronym "JAMA". This wide variation in entry 

prevented the extraction of matching SKED keys for these four 

entries, and created a search problem for the user. 

The entries do not file together, making it difficult 

for the user to locate all holdi ngs for thi s seri al. 

Al though Entri es 1 and 2 are on the same page, Entry 3 

appears 234 pages later, followed 7 pages later by Entry 4. 

Additionally, Entry 3 is not listed under the key word JOURNAL 

whi ch is a stop word extracted as a key word only when the 

fi rst word of the author or ti tIe. Therefore, the user 
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must search under the key word AMERICAN or under the key 

phrase MEDICAL ASSOCIATION to locate all four entries. 

The problem ari ses because we depend upon the words of a natural 

language. If we could desi gn a confi gurati on of symbols--a 

COnstellation of DEsignators--representing some inherent basic 

characteristics of the total personality (the periodical publication) we 

may attain a unifying force, which can positively bring all the entries 

in one location no matter how diverse are the styles followed by 

different libraries for the choice and rendering of the entries. This 

"constellation" will be derived through analysis and synthesis. It will 

be an analytico-synthetic arrangement of constituent elements. 

I have designed the following Facet-Formula for the construction of 

the TULIP CODE for the periodical publicaions: 

(1) Subject (Thought-content, soul) 

(2) Language (Medium of expression) 

(3) Place of origin (Country, State, City) 

(4) Date of origin (Century, Decade, Year) 

(S) Frequency of publication. 

1. The first facet (Subject) will always be designated by one or 

more capital letters, and numerals if any, taken from LC classification 

schedule. 

2. The second facet (Language) will be designated by one or more 

small letter/so 

3. The third facet (Place) will be designated by capital letters. 

The order will be: country, state, city. 

4. The fourth facet (Date) will always be designated by numerals. 

The order will be: century, decade, year. 

S. The fifth and final facet (Frequency) will be designated by a 

small letter. 

The periodical publication illustrated above (JAMA) has "medicine" 

as its subject, "Engl ish" as the language, "Chi cago" as the place, 

"1883" as the date, and "weekly" as the frequency. So its TULIP CODE 

will be ReUIC883w. 

Even if there are five million records of various periodical 

publications in one data file, this COnstellation of DEsignators (CODE) 
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as presented above will positively effectuate consolidation, 

unification, and collocation. It will also enable us to analyze our 

file by Subject, Language, Place, Date, and Frequency. 

Let it be rei terated that the relat i ve order of these facets is 

presently tentative. The alternative (or successive) occurrence of 

capi tal letters, small letters, capi tal letters, numerals, and fi nally 

small letters will enable us to reach any depth or extension at any 

point without having any connecting symbol, such as a colon. If there 

are two periodicals in medicine, both having commenced in 1883, we can 

add the month (e.g. July on to one. This will be achieved without 

generating any ambiguity. If the same journal is published in English 

and Spani sh, we could add an addi ti onal desi gnator for the second 

language. There will be no conflict, no ambiguity. The facets will be 

differentiated by different types of symbols. There will · be endless 

possibilities for expansion at the end of each facet. In other words, 

we will achieve not only the hospitality in chain at the end, but also 

the hospitality in array at so many points. 

Radke, Berger and associates have been searching for a COmmon 

DEnominator. May be TULIP COnstellation of DEsignators (CODE) provides 

them with their COmmon DEnominator (CODE) too. 

We went out in search of a CODE (COmmon DEnominator) as inspired by 

Berkeley, but we got much more than what we could have ever aspired for. 

We got: CODE 1, COnstellation of DEsignators, and 

CODE 2, COnnecting DEvice, and 

CODE 3, COllocating DEvice. 

What more could we have expected? 

We also need a devi ce to analyze the database of seri als on the 

bases of their inherent characteristics such as language, subject, etc. 

Such need was felt and expressed by the Joint Committee on the Union 

List of Seri als as early as 1957. We have already presented thei r 

statement on pages 195-96. 

To ~ Y£: For identification, access, and 

certain organizations have assigned certain 

periodical publications. None of these, however, 

have no intrinsic meaning. They are not at 
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function is limited indeed. TULIP CODE is expressive; it possesses 

intrinsic meaning; it is mnemonic. It has the capacity to perform many 

functions. It admits of universal application. It can be designed and 

assigned by any library or organization without reference to any other 

higher organization, authority, or power. The periodical itself will 

carry it, as it were, in its own pocket since its very inception. It 

will be an expressive analytico-synthetic constellation of designators 

and will perform not only all the usual function of such numbers, but 

will also enable us to analyze and synthesize the total data by subject, 

language, place, time, and frequency. 

What we have stated above is merely a theory as of today. It has to 

be tested to prove its total validity. We hope we are able to get the 

needed financial means to prove the efficiency and efficacy of the TULIP 

CODE. As far as our knowledge goes, no other database, including such a 

great and powerful OCLC, has the facility (as yet) to do what we believe 

TULIP CODE can do. We invite the reaction of our readers and critics to 

tell us if we are not living in a dream world of ours! 
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A Review of The TULIP CODE 

The Rev. Clarendon Hyde, a cataloger of long experi ence at the 

University of Missouri - Columbia states: 

TULIP, Ihe Qnion list of Indian Eeriodicals interested me for a 

number of years. Sti 11 in preparati on, it aspi res to set standards of 

accuracy and detail unrivaled to date in such lists <emphasis added>. 

A major problem for any union list is the certainty that many titles 

will appear in differing forms in different catalogs even when compilers 

of the various catalogs work from identical title pages or mastheads. 

Thus a single periodical published by the American Medical Association 

appears as four different entities in one list: 

American Medical Association. 

Journal. 

American Medical Association. 

Journal of the American Medical Association. 

JAM A: Journal of the American Medical Association. 

Journal of the American Medical Association. 

Somehow the obvious variation on form 3 is not quoted: 

Jama: Journal of the American Medical Association. l 

Dr. Murari L. Nagar, compiler of TULIP, has put to work his years of 

experience in cataloging, in reference work, and in research, to devise 

a combi nati on of fi ve descri ptors whi ch not only serves as a uni que 

identifier, but also groups periodicals by subject matter and language. 

Following Ranganathan's technique of faceting, he approaches each 

periodical from five different viewpoints. 

The four examples cited above are real occurrences! The fifth, as 

imagined by the Rev. Hyde, might not have actually occurred in what 

the California compilers were attempting at. For the sake of 

exhausti veness, we can add one more possi ble example, and that is, 

J.A.M.A. 
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As with Melville Dewey's original inspiration for a decimally 

arranged classification, there remain details to be worked out, but the 

basi c concept appears to be g major breakthrough. Applyi ng the TULIP 

CODE, its COnstellation of DEsignators, the title above can be 

described by Library of Congress primary classification, language, place 

of publication, date of first publication, and frequency, as follows: 

ReUIC883w 

Wi th fewer characters than an ISBN, TULIP CODE is hospi table to 

insertions at any point, and can be expanded, if necessary, at any 

facet. Dr. Nagar's system should prove guite valuable. 
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A Note on Our Limitations 

Our computer has enormous power and potential, yet it has its own 

limitations. It is not omnipotent. For example, it cannot feature 

diacritical marks. 

There is one more limitation, which proved to be a great handicap. 

While drawing up an index automatically, it cannot underline the titles! 

So we have had to denote them by a "t" in parenthesis. Even this note 

cannot be added as a footnote. So we had to have a separate page! 

The words "union catalog" and "union list", "serials" and 

"periodicals", "catalogue" and "catalog" have been used interchangeably 

and i ndi scri mi nat i ng throughout the literature and in actual concrete 

world. And we ourselves too are not free from thi s fai ling. So the 

readers are advised to look up for all alternatives. However, we have 

tried to use the British and Indian forms in their relevant · context and 

the American styles in general. 
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