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Chapter 1. 

The Federation Movement. 

1. A Divided Church. 

The 1906 Census Report on Religious Bodies gives 

the number of Protestant denominations in the United Statea 

"as 164. We are so accustomed to this divided condition of 

Christendom, having no experience of any other condition, 

that we naturally look upon it as normal and fail to aee 
r any inconguity in the situation. Christianity has in it 

1. 

the elements of a great unifying force. Its teaching re

garding the bro therhood of man and the fatherhood of God 

presents to us the ideal of all mankind in a lOYing and 

harmonioua relationahip. The great motive which the teach

ing of Jesus sets forth aa the mainspring of all action, love, 

to man and love to God, would tend to operate against ani

mo.ity, diasen~ion and prejudice. The diviaions now exist

ing in Christendom are not an outgrowth of the Christian Re

ligion as found in the New Testament but seem to be rather 

an outgrowth of man- s pride, prejudice and intolerance which 

lead men to contend for the interpretation or position which 

they have accepted and to insi,at that othera ahallconform 

to their views and practices. The founder of the Christian , 
religion recognized these conditions aa existing in the 

world and for.sa~ rtat their conaequences might be in the 

kingdom. He prayed that his disciples might all be one in 

order that the 'world might believe. l The effectiveness and 

l. .John 17 :21 " 
4 





power of Christianity have, most undoubtedly, been sadly 

hindered because his disciples have allowed their selfish 

prejudice and pride to take precedence of the ideal which 

Jesus set before them. The evil and weakening effect of 

divisions in the church has been recognized ever since the 

church was founded. Paul strove wi th all his might and 

eloquence again.t the prejudice betwee.n Jew and G •• tile 

which from the first threatened to divide the church into 

two rival sects. 2 It was probably the fire of persecution 

which at the beginning welded the inharmonious unita of di

verse nationalities and traditions into a united church. It 

is not the purpose of this paper to trace the history of the 

divisions ot the church; but rather, on the other hand, to 

indicate the tendency of the present time towards reunion 

" of these varioua divisions. It .eems best, however, at the 

very outset, to emphasize the fact that the present divided 

condition ot the church is not an outgrowth or a necessary 

complement of the Christian religion, but is rather a re

sult of thoBe selfish and unsocial traits ot character . 

which it is the purpose of the Christian religion to over-

come and eradicate by inspiring every man with a love for 

hie fellow and with admiration for those virtues whi~h mini

mize the frtction of eocial intercourse. 

2. The Disadvantage. of Division. 

While it ie probably true that the di.advantage. 

resulting to the church from its divi8ions have always been 

recogn1zed by some indiyidual., it ie only in modern times 
2 . 
,Cp.l Cor.l.;Bph.2:1l~l9;Gal.3, etc. 

2. 





3. 

that the diaadvantages have been fully appreciated and 

generally realized by any considerable number of people. A 

very good atatement of the disadvantages of d1v1aion aa 

viewed at the present time la found 1n the report of the 

Comm1~aion on Christlan Unity presented to the Congress of 

the Men and Rellgion Forward Movement at New York Clty, 

April,19l2. "The divlded state of Christendom today i& a 

acandal and a Shame, to be deplored---yes, to be repented of 

before God, ln duat and ashea. The evils that flow from the 

pre.ent atate of things are many and great. It involvea in 

the firat place a deplorable waste of power, aa when we aee 

ln a amall town of 1500 people 11 di fferent church buildings 

and church organizations, each struggllng to keep its head 

above water, each fatally crippled in its struggle for 

Ch1rst and humanity by smallneas of numbers and weakneas of 

financial reaourcea, whereaa, were there but one organiza-

tion. there would be strength and power and equipment ade-

quate not only for the work ln that community, but for ex

tension to outlying neighborhood. It involves al80 an evil 

apirit of unbrotherliness and jealousy and susplcion. It 

lead. even to unholy rivalry, and to undignified sensation

al method. of attracting support. It fatally weakens the 
, 

1mpact of the Chri.tian Church upon the communi ty. The di-

vided condition of our Protestant church •• 1. a weakening 

and di.integrating force which gpes far to paralyze their 

influence 'upon the national life." 





"Closely connected with this is an evil of a prac

tical character resulting from the divided state of Chriaten-

dome Never perhaps has the need of social reform in mani-

fold directions been so keenly felt as it is today •••••• Our 

80cial experts have been placing before us an elaborate pro

gram of aocial reform. Now wha t is the great obstacle 1n the 

way of giving effect to these admirable ideaa? Why ia it 

that the Church of Christ cannot grapple with theee social 

evils, and take practical steps for their elimination? No 

one can doubt what the answer is. It is because the- Church 

is divided, because it does not present a united front for 

the soc ial and moral reforms that are so sorely needed.· 3 

There is evidence that the Church i8 everywhere 

awakening to a realization or its aocial mission. And con

fronted by social taaks beyond the power of the Church de-

nominations to perform except by united action, the leaders 

in Church work are seeking and devising plans to co-ordinate 

their activites and thus economize their re:eournes am make 

their efforts more effective. Along with this growing reali

zation of the disadvantage and loss to the Church thru divi-

aion have appeared, therefore, from time to time, various 

efforts looking to the reunion of the Church. Amona, these 

efforts that which at the present time appears the most 

vigorous and most promiSing is what is known as the Church 

Federation movement. 

3 
• Men and Religion Messages.Vol •• pg.12ff. 





3. The steps to Federation. 

GThe federation movement has been defined as wa 

movement toward practical church unity and co-operation in 

the carryill8 on of church evangelical and social work". 4It 

would be very difficult to fix definitely the beginning of 

this movement.7 Probably all the efforts towards Christian 

union have contributed to the present development. Some of 

these efforts have been in the nature of an attempt to unite 

the Church upon the basis of a uniformity in creed and orga-

nization, others have endeavored to bring about co-operation 

between various denominations for certain definite ends. 

In the year 1803 the London Sunday School Union was 

organized. In the same year a movement was started by Barton 

.~ ~tone, in Kentucky, for the union of all Christian people 

by forsaking creeds, party names, and ecclesiastical authoritJ 

and taking the Bible alone as the only rule of faith and 

practice. In 1809 Thomas and Alexander Campbell began a 

similar work in Pennsylvania. These men gathered together a 

large folloWing of people trom various denominations who were 

ready to give up the rivalries and bitterness of denomina

tionalism and unite in their common faith in a common work.? 

But Just to the extent that members were won from the various 
, 

denominations to their basis of union was OPPOSition aroused 

among these denomi~ons and the movement has resulted in 

the formation of another denomination. The very thing these 

pioneers did not desire. It is probable that every o~er 

4 aliss New Encyclopedia of Social Reform,pg.488. 
6 Garrison .. Ohristi~n Union, pg. 132. 





6. 

!ffort looking to uniformity of creed or <;>rganization will 

have a similar result. Nevertheless these efforts have not 

been without value in bringing to attention the evils and 

disadvanta&es of division. Another line of development,that 

of co-operative activity, has shown greater progress and has 

illustrated the fact that members of denominations differing 

widely in creed and government may yet work harmoniously to

,ether for the cammon good. These co-operative undertakings, 

which may all be regarded as forms of organized church fede

ration, are, in the order of their development as follows: 

The London S.S.Union in 1803; the American S.S.Union in 1824, 

holding its first convention in 1832; the American Bible So

ciety in 1825; the Y.M.C.A., Lendon, in 1844; the Evangeli

cal Alliance, London, in 1846; Y. M. C. A. ·, N.America, in 

1854; Y.W.C.A., N.America, in 1858; Evangelical Alliance, 

U.S. branch, in 1869; first Conference of Evangelical Alli

ance in U.S., 1873; W.C.T.U., 1874; Y.P.S.C.B., 1881; the In

terdenominational Commission of Kaine, 1892; the Open and In

stitutionalChurch League, New York City, 1894; the Federa

tion of East Side Workers, New York City, about the same time; 

the Federation ot Churches and Christian Organizations ot New 

York City, 1895; the National Federation of Churches was orga

nized 1899-1901, and at a meeting of this Federatf'on at Wash

ington, D.C., in 1902, plans were perfected for the organiza

tion of the Federal Council of the churches of Chtist; this 

Council was organized bJ the Inter-church Conference on~Fede-





ration in New York City, Rov. 15-21, 1905. 6 The delegates 

to this Conference were representatives appointed Wby the 

highest ecclesiastical or advisory bodies ot the evangeli

cal denominations w for the express purpose of organizing 

such a tederation. 

Many of these various movements appear to be quite 

unrelated to eaoh other. Yet there can be no question that 

each of these various organizations, by bringing together 

representatives of different denominations, has developed a 

spirit of tolerance and friendliness which has prepared the 

way for a fuller fellowship and more complete co-operation 

"I. 

in time to cane • And each organization in turn , havIng been 

made possible by this growing tolerance and friendliness, haa 

been a factor in bringing about yet more favorable conditions, 

and has made possible a fellowship and sense of un1 ty in spir

it and purpose unknown to the Church since it was first di

vided. The large convention gatherings of these various or

ganizations have doubtless had a great influence in this re

spect. In discussIng a resolutIon presented before the 

Inter-churoh Conference on Federation to authorize "the Busi-

ness Committee to prepare a plan of federation which ahall 

recognize the catholic and essential unity of the Churches 

represented in the Conterence, and provide for th' co-opera

tion of the denominations in general lines ot moral and re

ligious work" the Rev. He~y C. KcCook, "'ev~ the delegates, 

srhese dates are taken trom Bliss' New Bncycloped1a of ~cial 
Reform and from Church rederation; the Report of the Inter
church Conference, 1905. 





8. 

said: "It was my pleasure this spring to attend one of the 

greatest ecumenical conferences that I think I ever had the 

privilege to be with, and the honor to address. It was the 

Toronto International Sunday School Convention., •••• There 

gathered as delegates from every State, and almost every 

county of the United States, and from every province of the 

Dominion, besides other representative and visiting persons, 

were men and women, I do not know how many thousands of 

them, filling two great halls, and with an~~iasm in wor-

ship, and with an eX}ression of results in work. , They 

represented every Protestant denomtna~Qn .. r believe every 

evangelical Protestant Church within the limits to Which I 

have referred ••••• and during their week of convocation there 

was not a ripple of discord. All were in perfect harmony; 

and we were dealing with matters of the utmost consequence, 

matters which invQilved a lar8e and varied work ••••• Surely 

one who looked upon that assembly, representing all denomi

nations of Christendom on our continent, and the very flower 

of manhood and womanhood of the Christian Church, must have 

been compelled to say, We are one=*7 The Chri8tian Endeav

or movement has had a decided influence in overcoming sec

tional prejudice among the younger people. At the Christian 
of Endeavor Convention in Boston, 1895, the number registered 

, 
delegates was 56,425,8 representing all denominations and 

from all parts of the world. 

7Church Federation, pg. 67. 
8The New .Schaff-Herzog Ency. of Religious Knowledge,p~486. 





4. The Federal Council and Its Work. 

New York City seems to be the birthplace at Church 

Federation in its distinctive organized form. Contemporary 

with the national and worldwide development certain influ

ences were at work preparing the way for a more friendly re

lationship and heartier co-operation among tt.e Churches of 

9. 

New York City. These influences we~e par,tly from outside and 

partly a result of the realization that local problems demand

ed the co-operation of the various Churches. The Rev. E. B. 

Sanford, Secretary of the Inter-Church Conference, says: "Fol

lowing the great conference of the (Evangelical) &lliance held 

in New York in 1873, the Churches entered upon a period in 

which they have been coming into closer fellowship and active 

co-operation along lines of common service~~ and Mr. Walter 

Laidlaw, Secretary of the New York City Federation, adds: "I 

wish to bear testimony to the value of the work of the Evan-

gelical Alliance in the United States, in bringing to pass 

increasing co-operative conviction in our country. Dr. Josiah 

strong has been a prince of power in diagnos'ing American con

ditions and summoning the Churches of our country to rally 

around the banner of a common service to their communities."lO 

He traces the course of development leading up to the organi

zation of the Federation of Churches and Christian Organiza-, 
tions in New York City a. follows: Pamphlets issued by Mr. 

Robert Graham, Se~\a~¥. of the Church Temperance Society and 

9ChurCh Federation, pg. VI 

lOIbid, pg. 299-30 





10. 

later Chairman of the Investigation Committee of the New York 

Federation, entitled -New York City and Its Kasters", and "So

cial Statistics of a City Parish", after a careful social and 

religious survey of a section of New York. These pamphlets 

were issued in 1887 and 1894". In June, 1894, Dr. Devins 

formed the "Federation of East Side Workers" to increase the 

efficiency of philanthropic work south of Fourteenth street 

and east of Broadway, "by a careful study of the needs of 

the people and by organized co-operation". The Alumni Club 

of Union Seminary passed, on November 18, 1894, the follow

ing resolution: 

"1. That a committee be appointed to consider the"prac

ticability of organizing a federal council of the Churches of 

New York City for the purpose of so applying the Gospel to 

every human need, and of so readjusting and directing its 

agencies, that every family in the destitute parts of our 

city shall be reached. 

"!. That this committee consist of one member from each 

of the denominations represented in this Club. 

"3. The committee be instructed to report as soon as 

possible."ll 

"In 1894, at a meeting held in the Kadison Avenue 

Presbyterian Church ••••• the Open and Institution Church Lea

gue was or ganiz.d. This League brought together a group· of 

representative men, connected with leading denominational 

bodies".12 As a result of the action of the Alumni Club and 

11 Church Federation, pg. 300-1 

12 Ibid, pg. 154. 





11. 

the assistance of the officers of the Open and Institutional 
the 

Church League and of Federation of East Side Workers there 
0\,. 

was organized in 1895 the Federation of Churches and Christ

ian Organizations of New York City. The Rev. Elias B. San

ford, Secretary of the Inter-Church Conference, says: "It is 

easy to understand why, in some cases, the same men should 

have been called to serve on the official board, both of the 

Open Church League and of the New York City Federation. Suf

fice it to say that opportunity came for the Secretary of the 

League to speak of the need of utilizing these organizations 

as a means of advancing in a national way the spirit and 

methods of practical co-operation among the Churches. A let-

ter was prepared and sent out to a large number of prominent 

ministers in every part of the country, aSking their opinion 

regarding the need and feasibility of organizing a national 

society that should seek to promote the interests of unity 

and Church Federation. The cost of this correspondence was 

de(~ayed for the most part by the late William E. Dodge, then 

president of the Evangelical Alliance. The response to the 

letter was favorable and even urgent". 

"By the joint action of the Executive Boards of the 

New York City Federation and the Open Church League, arrange-
, 

ments were made for the Conference held in this city Decem-

ber 3, 1899". At this Conference was formed the temporary 

organization of th.Watlonal "deration of Churches and Chris-

tian workers. 

In the meantime, the National Council of Congrega

tional Churches, held at Portland, Oregon, had unanimously 





approved a report of their "committee on union with other 

denominations" which recommended "that a representative 

councilor conference of the Protestant Churches of the 

12. 

United States be called to meet in the City of Washington in 

Kay, 1900, for the purpose of organizing an interdenomina

tional union, which shall meet at regular periods, and shall 

serve as a visible expression of the unity of the Churches, 

and as a common bond in their fellowship with each other and 

their service of the Lord Jesus Christ". 

"In February, 1901, the organization of the National 

Federation was completed, and at its annual meeting 1n the 

city of Washington, February 2 and 3, 1902, the following 

motion prevailed: "Resolved, That a Committee of Correspon

dence be appointed to act with the Executive Board of the 

National Federation of Churches in requesting the highest 

ecclesiastical or advisory bodies of the evangelical denomi

nations to appoint representative delegates to a National 

Federation Conference to be held in the year 1905·~3 In 

response to a letter sent out by this cOmmittee, "Thirty de

nominational bodies having an aggregate membership of over 

seventeen million members responded and were represented by 

nearly five hundred delegates in the great Interchurch Con

ference on Federation held in New York, Nov. 15-21, 1905. 

By a substantially unanimous vote a plan of Federation was 

adopted and recommended 'to the Christian bodies represented 

in this Conference for their approval'. This plan create~ 

a 'Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America' and 

became operative when approved by two-thirds of the consti-
13Ibid , pg. 155 ff. 
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tuent bodies. Such approval having been received the coun-
14 cil was organized and its first meeting was held in Dec.1908". 

The letter addressed to the denominational bodies 

calling for their co-operation in forming the National Coun

cil states: "We believe that the growing interest in Fede

ration and the widespread conviction of the great possibili

ties contained in federation movements, indicate that the 

time is opportune for the exten~ion and strengthening of the 

principles of Federation ••••• We believe that the great Chris

tian bodies should stand together and lead in the discussion 

of, and give an impu~8e to, all great movements tha~ make 

for righteousness. We believe that questions like that of 

the saloon, marriage and divorce, Sabbath desecration, the 

social evil, child labor, relation of labor to capital, the 

bettering of the conditions of the laboring classes, the 

moral and religious training of the young, the problem created 

by foreign immigration, and international arbitration;777~in

deed all great questions in which the voice of the churches 

should be heard:;:::concern Christians of every name and de

mand their united and concerted action..... It is our con-

viction that there should be a closer union of farces and a 

more effective use of the resources of the Christian church-

e8 in the different cities and towns, and, when feasible, in , 
other communities and fields." 15 

The objects of the Federal Council are stated to be: 

l4E.B.Sanford!~ecretary ofo./the Conference,New Schaff-Herzog 
Encyclopedia. -vft.x, ~.~ 0..1. 

15Church Federation, pg. 29. 





"1. To express the fellowship and catholic unity ot the 

Christian Church. 

2. To bring the Christian bodies of America into united 

service for Christ and the world. 

3. To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual counsel 

concerning the spiritual life and religious activities ot 

the Churches. 

4. To secure a larger combined influence for the Churches 

of Christ in all matters affecting the moral and social con

dition of the people, so as to promote the application of the 

law of Christ in every relation of human life. 

5. To assist in the organization of looal branohes of the 

Federal Counoil to promote its aims in their oommunities".16 

Paragraph four of the "Plan of Federation" says. 

"This Federal Council shall have no authority over the con

stituent bodies adhering to it; but its province shall be 

limi ted to the expression of its oounsel and the reoommend-' 

ing of a oourse of action in matters of common interest to 
16 

the Churohes, looal oounoils and individual Christians". 

The Federal Council has continued the work of pro

moting the formation of State and Looal Federations, which 

the National Federation began. The Commission on State and 

Local Federations issued, during the year 1914, a D~rectory 

of State and Looal Federations in the United States. This 

directory oontains the names of twaoty-one State Federa-
,.W' 

tions, ninty-seven City Federations and sixteen County Fede-

16 Churoh Federation, pg. 24. 
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rations, a total of one hundred and thirty-four.17 These 

federations are in no way related or subject to the National 

Council, which, however, is always ready to assist the State 

and Local Federations by advice and, where practical, by 

co-operation. 

The other activities of the Federal Council may be 

indicated by the names of the commissions thru which most of 

the work of the Council is carried on. There are eleven of 

these Commissions, besides five special Committees and Com

missions. They are the Commissions on (1) Evangelism, (2) 

the Church and Social Service, (3) Peace and Arbitration,(4) 

Christian Education, (5) Foreign Missions, (6) Home Kissions, 

(7) Temperance, (8) Family Life, (9) Sunday Observance, (10) 

the Church and Country Life, (11) State and Local Federations. 

The Special Committees and Commissions are (1) Joint Commis

sion on Theological Semin~ies,(2) Committee of One Hundred 

on Panama Pacific Exposition, (3) American Church Committee 

on Peace Centenary, 1914-15, (4) Commission on Relations with 

Japan, (6) Committee on Special Interests of the Colored De-

nominations. 

The Federal Council maintains two offices, with a 

salaried office force. The head office is in New York City, 

and at Washington, D.C., is a branch office, which fs also 

the office of the Home Missions Council and of the Committee 

l?For Direc~ory (lO¢) and other information address Rev. M. 
McConnoughey, 105 E.22nd St., New York City. 





16. 

on Peace centenary.1S the offices handle a great deal of 

correspondence and reports, having sent out during 1914 over 

300,000 letters as well as over a million books and pamph

lets. 19 

Summary. 

The present day divisions of Christendom are not the pro

duct of New Testament Christianity, which has in it the ele

ments of a great unifying force. 

The loss ot power and efficiency resulting from these di

visions is being apprehended now as never before, in view ot 

increaSingly complex social needs. 

An effort to re-unite the Church upon a basis of uni

formity of creed and organization has failed, but a movement 

to bring about co-operation of the denominations for definite 

ends has made considerable progress and promises to unify the 

forces of Christendom in social and religious service. 

This movement cannot be said to have tound its impetus at 

any definite date or from any one leader, but has, rather, re-

sulted trom a growing conviction that Christians, differing 

much in creed and religious traditions, could work harmonious

ly together for common ends. Various organizations have demon

strated that this. conviction is well tounded. ~,by bringing 

members of the denominations into personal touch ana tellow

ship in religious activities. have done much to bring about a 

sense of unity and brotherhood. 

l8Annual Report of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America for the year 1914. 

19paaph1et issued by Federal Counci1,"The Year 1914". 





17. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 

a federation of thirty denominations, having an aggregate mem

bership of over seventeen million, is the national cUlmination 

of this co-operative movement. Organized by representative 

delegates, appointed by the highest ecclesiastical or advisory 

bodies of these denominations, for the express purposes of 

forming such a federation, this Federal Council not only 

pledges these thirty denominations to the federation movement 

but also proposes to assist and promote in the formation of 

state and local tederations 1n every state. 
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Chapter II. 

Federation in Missouri. 

1. Comparison With Other States. 

The Directory of State and Local Federations names 

state, city and county federations in thirty-three ot the 

forty-eight states of the Union. Massachusetts ranks first 
with twenty-five federations. New Jersey comes next with 

thirteen~ Pennsylvania is third with twelve, ani New York 

has ten federations. Missouri ranks seventh with Indiana, 

Michigan and Nebraska, each having four federations. 

Aa to the development of federation it seems very 

difficult to find any baaia upon which to compare Xi_souri 

with other states. If we consider population Massachusetts 

ranks sixth with a population of 3,366,416 in 1910 and ranks 

18. 

first in federations; Missouri ranks seventh in population, 

having 3,293,335, but also ranks seventh in federations. 

MiChigan, eighth in population; and Indiana ninth; and Nebras

ka, twenty-ninth, have the same number of federations as 

Kissouri. 

It mi8ht be supposed that the states having the 

greatest density of population would be in the lead in the 

federation movement. It might be assumed that Where people 

live the most cloaely together prejudices would be most readi

ly overcome and the need of co-operation be most evident. But 

as may be seen by reference to the accompanying table the fig

ures do not indicate any such relationship. Rhode Island with 

a density of 508.5 persons to the square mile is apparently 

behind Nebraska with a denSity of 15.5, and behind California 
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418.8 1,562,621 5 71 ' 

337.7 857,548 9 76 

Pennsylvania 12 3 7,665,111 2 171.0 2,977,022 2' . 115 

New York 10 4 9,113,614 1 1~1.2 3,591,974 1 101 

California 7 5 2,377,549 10 15.3 611,464 11 79 
. Ohio 7 5 4,767,121- 4 117.0 1,742,873 4 111 

Connecticut 5 6 1,114,756 13 231.3 502,560 12 50 

Missouri 4 7 3,293,335 6 47.9 1,199,239 6 91 

Indiana 4, 7 2,700, SIllS 8 74.9 938,405 8 101 

Michigan 4 7 2,801,173 7 48.9 982,479 7 97 

Nebraska 4 7 1,192,214 12 15.5 345,803 13 82 

Illinois 3 8 5, 638 ,5~1 3 100.6 2;,077,197 -3 ,119 

Iowa 3 8 2,224,771 11 40.0 788,667 10 

Rhode Island 3 8 524,601 14 508.6 264,712 14 

The figures in this table referring to federations are 
taken fro:n the diI'ectory for 1914 issued by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. The figures 
on population are taken from the 1910 Census report, and the 
figures referring to communicants are compl1ed from the spe
Cial reJort of the Bureau of the Census, Re~gious bodIes, 
1e06. The figures giving rank refer only to the fourteen 
states named. 
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4,217 3,300 105 
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wi th a dens i ty of 15.3. The las t named s ta te rank. wi th 

Ohio, which haa a density of 117.0, each ot these state. 

having aeven federations. 

The number of communicants or church members in a 
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state would have more to do ·with the strength and progress 

ot religious movements than the number ot inhabitants. It 

is shown, however, by the table that there is little ditter

ence in the relative rank of the states under consideration 

whether considered in reference to population or c01lllluni

cants. And the states' hav1n8 the gaatest density of popu

lation also have the greatest number of communicants per 

square mile, wi t.h the exception of the four states which 

have a slightly different rank. 

The number of denominations in the state, as repre-

senting the divisions in the church which federation tenda 

to minimize, might be ~upposed to have some relation to the 

tederation movement. It is a coincidence that Rhode Island, 

the last named atate on our list, has the smallest number ot 

denominations, but Illinois has the largest number of de

nominations and both states rank equall~' aS,to tederations, 

each having three. When , we consider the averap number ot 

communicant. to a denomination, again no relationship is aean. 

Again, it would aee. likely that the number of 

church organizations would .tfect the development ot the 

tederation movement. The table indicates no such relation-

ship. It we bad the data at hand it might, possibly, be 

shown that tbt states having the greatest number of church 

organizations .J.n towns of -corresponding size had made the 
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greatest progress in the federation movement, but such data 

is lacking. The nearest approach we can make to estiTating 

the situation in that respect is to find out the average 

number of members to each church organization. It would be 

safe to assume that where there are many small local churches 

the need for federation would be relatively greater than 

where the local churches have a larger membership. Then, of 

the states of approximately the same density of population, 

or of church members, those having the churches with the 

smallest membership woule have the most urgent need for fede

ration. Of the states under consideration Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island have a population de~ity of 418.8 and 508.5 

respectively and the average church membership is 511 and 

522, and as may be eeen these two states are the farthest 

apart. Moreover these are both easter'n states. California 

and Nebraska have a population density of 15.3 and 15.5 re

spectively and the average church membership is 21S and 105, 

while California has five federations and Nebraska has four, 

just the reverse order to what might be expected. However, 

it 1s evident that another factor should be taken into con-

sideration here, that of total population or number of com-

municants in the state. We should not expect ttat Rhode 
• 

Island with a population of 542,610 would have under any 

other circumstances as many federations as Massachusetts with 

a population of 3,366,416. The proportion is 1 to 6.2. When 

this factor also is brought into consideration tlere appears 

to be some harmony between the need so indicated and the pro-
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gress in federation. The number ot federations reported for 

Rhode Island is three, this multiplied by 6.2 gives 18.6 

which would place Rhode Island in second place. While Rhode 

Island has a greater denSity of population, the average size 

of the local churches is larger than in Massachusetts, there

fore, the churches in Rhode Island might possibly be more in

dependent of co-operation. California has nearly twice the 

population of Nebraska, the denSity of population is practic

ally the same and if the number of members per organization 

were the same we might expect California to have twice as 

many federations as has Nebr'~~~. The number of federations 

is seven and four respectively and it will be seen that the 

churches of California are somewhat the stronger in member

ship and therefore not so much in need of co-operation. 

However, even this relationship does not seem to ap

ply in all cases. Missouri and Kichigan are in the same rank 

as to federations and each has about the same density of 

population but the latter state has considerably the larger 

churches, on the average, and the smaller population. Cali

fornia and Ohio are in the same rank as to federations, each 

having seven, but Ohio has much the greater density of popu

lation, the figures being 117 per square mile to 15.3 per 

square mile, Ohio has, moreover, the smaller churches' in mem

bership and about twice the population of California. Cer

tainly the need for federation would appear to be much great

er in Ohio than in California and greater in Missouri than;n 

Michigan. But are we justified because of this in saying 

that C~lifo.rnia is more progressive in the unitlca~ion of her 





religious forces than is Ohio? Or that Ki~h1gan is more pro

gressive than lUssouri? There are perhaps other factors which 

should be known before we could fairly make any such conclu

sions. Factors such as comparative wealth of church members, 

the number of towns in each state, their size, the number of 

rural churches, etc., would have an effect upon the relative 

need for chuech federation as between different states. 

Altho we have found no certain basis for a compari-

son of Missouri with other states, yet, if the federation 

movement be oonsidered as a progressive movement, and it evi-

dently should be so considered, Missouri appears to be ahead 

of the majority of the states. The ori&in of the federation 

movement being in the East it might be expected the prinCi

ples of federation would be more quickly adopted and prac

ticed in the east. This appears to be the case. Of the four

teen states under consideration six are Atlantic states, in

cluding the four states having the greatest number of fede

rations. Of the twelve states in the Nor.th Central division 

Ohio ranks first with seven federations and Missouri has 

second place, with Indiana, Michigan and Nebraska. 

2. Need of Federation in Missouri. 

{Ninty-one denominations in Missouri means that the 
, 

communicants of the state are divided into ninety-one more or 

less independent and unco-ordinated bodies. , The power of the 

Christian people of the state is divided and their effective

ness correspondingly destroyed under this condition. In ~ 

many cases their energies are directed against each other, or 





otherwise misapplied thru a lack of co-ordination. This is 

especially true in the villages and rural districts of the 

state. / Many little towns could be found in this state, as 

in most other states, where one or two churches could serve 

the community much more efficiently than the six or seven 

churches struggling tor existence and crowding one another. 

Laddonia, Audrain County, has a population of about 800 and 

eight churches, having seven church buildings, none of which 

receive a very large support from the surrounding oountry. 

Hale, Carroll Co., with a population of about 800, has five 

churches in tt:e town and five other churches wi thin a radius 

of five miles. / 

In the rural districts the need of federation seems 
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to be still more urgent. The decline of the rural church and 

lack of community leadership 1s largely attributed to the 

fact that the rural church as a rule does not have a resi-

dent min1ster, but depends for leadership upon a preacher 

Who conducts two Sunday services once or twice a month and 

lives his life away from the community, engaged the rest of 

the time in other interests. The principal reason the rural 

churches do not have resident ministers is that they are not 

able to pay a minister a sufficient salary to 1nduce h1m to 

loca te with the <i1 urch. 
, 

If the churches in each township 

could unite their f<rces they could, 1n most 1nstances, 

eas1ly ra1se funds enough to support a resident minister and . 
carryon the work in an effiCient way. 

In the larger cities, also, where there may not be 

an overchurched condition, some method of co-ordinating the 
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effort and activities ot the various churches i8 necessary 

if there is to be made effective progress in matters of pub

lic reform and social betterment. St. Louis has 294 protes

tant or' ganizations, 107 of these, including all the strong

est churches of the city, are unifying their work thru the 

city federation. 

3. Readiness for Federation. 

It is ~enerally admitted that there is at the pre

sent time the very best feeling between the various denomi

nations in this state. Missouri has passed thru the state 

of sectarian bitterness, as have the other states. Arid in 

Missouri this sectarian bitterness was a~~avated by the 

strife of the evil war. An illustration of this is seen by 

the action of a well-to-do and well-educated citizen of a 

small town in the north-west part of the state, who disin

herited his daUghter, an only child, and for lIBny years did 

not speak to her nor admit her to the home, because she had 

married a young man, prosperous, of good family and good 

Character, but a member of another church which before the 

war had been a part of the same church to which the father 

himself belonged. Indeed, in many of the smaller towns and 

rural communities there is yet considerable denominational 

jealousy and sectarian rivalry. In some places. the preacher 

most desired and loved by his flock is the tishter who upon 

every occasion contends for the rightness and ri~teoU8ness 

of the creed and practices of the denomination he serves, 

and shows up the unsound position of all who differ from him. 





In such a community a minister who emphasizes the tie that 

binds and tries to cultivate a friendliness with members of 
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other denominations is often regarded as one who lacks the 

courage of his convictions and is willing to sacrifice truth 

for popularity. It would be unfair to intimate that such 

conditions are general, they appear to be the exception 

rather than the rUle. In the larger towns of the state it is 

undoubtedly true that the feeling between the various denomi

nations is excellent and differences are being lost sight of 

in view of common tasks and aims. 

4. The Denominations. 

10f the 1 ,lg9 ,23g communicants reported for the state 

of Missouri (lg06) 720,g20 or over sixty per cent are members 

of the six strongest denominational families including thirty

enur denominations. The Methodists are represented in the 

census report as composed of eight denominations havins 214,004 

members. The Baptists with eight denominations have 218,353 

members. The Presbyterian with eight denominations have 71,599 

members, and the Lutherans with seven denominations have 46,878. 

The Disciples, having 159,050 me.:lbers, are represented as two 

denominations, and the Congregationalists with 11,046 members 

are reported as one body./ There are doubtless some discrepan

cies in this report. For instance the names given to ~he two 

divisions of the Disciples, Disciples of Christ and Churches 

of Christ, are names used indiscriminately by the same people. 

With the Baptists, the Northern Baptist Convention am the 

Southern Baptist Convention are united in the General Baptist 
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Association of Missouri and the General Baptists appearing as 

another denomination probably represent the churches re

porting under the name of. the association. 

It would appear that the first step towards the 

unificat.ion of the Christian forces of the state would be 

the union of these minor divisions of the same denomina-

tional family. . Such a movement is in progress in some cases. 

There is in progress at the present time the union of the . 

Baptists and Free Baptists. Some time ago there was affect

ed the partial union of the Cumberland Presbyterian with the 

Presbyterian Ohar*hin the United States of America, There 

is a general understanding among the different branches of 

the Presbyterian Church not to intrude upon one another's 

territory and in several cases a Presbyterian minister is 

serving two churches representing different branches. With 

the Methodists, .the Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist 

Bpiscopal Church South mai~tain conference committees on 
. 

Federation and by mutual agreement where the two churches 

are represented in one town and one of them is weak,the weak 

church is merged into the stronger church. Usually, however, 

before such a step is taken a second town is selected where 

the respective strength of the two churches is in reverse 

order and a "swap" is made, one church giving way in each 
~ ' 

case. I have been unable to find out how many federations 

have thus been effected or whether any record is kept of 

such cases. A gentleman who was a member of one of these 

federation ' committees for several years tells me that during 

the.time he was on the committee twenty-eight federations 





were effected but adds that h no churches have been federated 

for several years". This method, depending not upon the mu

tual agreement of people most intimately concerned but upon 

the agreement of the two committees. is coercive in its na

ture and naturally generates some local friction. However, 

in most cases it is a means of relieving an overchurched con-

dition. 

Replying to an inquirY as to whether there was any 

agreement in this state between Congregationalists and Pres

byterians regarding overchurched conditions and entering new 

fields in which one of the denominations was alre~dy estab

lished. the Superintendent of the Missouri Congregational 

Conference says: "There is no written agreement touching the 

point you indicate between the Presbyterian and Congrega-
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tional Churches in Missouri but there is a verbal understand-

ing to that effect. The relationship between the two de-

nominations is very cordial, as in fact it is among all the 

Protestant denominations. A meeting for the consideration 

in part of questions of comity was held something over a 

year ago at Sedalia and another one will be called shortly. 

At the Sedalia meeting there were representatives of North-

ern and Southern Presb~terians, Northern and Southern Metho-

dists, Northern and Southern Baptists, Disciples and Congre

gationalists." 

5. The Investigation. 

In order to ascertain to what extent church federa-

tion is being practiced in this state the writer attempted an 

investigation by means of "the questlonalre method.* An effort 

*S~ Appendicies to this chapter fer letter and questlon
aires used. . 
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was made to find out not only how many federations exist in 

the state but also in what other ways the tendency to co

operation between the ' churches or members of different de

nominations might be -manifested, what difficulties appear to 

be in the way of further development of the federation move

ment, and what benefits, if any, appear to have resulted from 

such co-operation. 

Various difficulties have combined to render this in

vestigation not only incomplete but also, in some cases doubt

less, inaccurate. Two difficulties in particular stand out 

above the others as conditions nec~ssary to the invesiigation 

under the circumstances. 

First, there was no record of such co-operative or fede

rative movements except the four city federations listed in 

the directory to which reference has already been made, and 

there was no headquarters or supervising agency having any 

particular interest in such matters. Had there been a state 

federation in this state a starting point, in the shape of a 

directory 0 f such movements, wi th the name and address of a 

correspondent, might have been more easily reached. As it 

was, with the four city federations given in the directory 

and four or five cases of federation, church union, or at

tempted union reported.by students in the department o~ So

Ciology, as a starting point, questionaires and letters of 

inquiry were sent out and a few other cases learned about 

from such replies as came in and by personal inquiry of ac

quaintances. 
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Second, the investigation necessarily had to be carried on 

by correspondence. The response to the inquiries, where re

sponse was obtained, was in very few instances as complete 

as desired, sometimes evidently inaccurate and in most cases 

many of the questions asked, the answers to which might have 

indicated the social effectiveness of religious co-operation, 

were entirely ignored. Of eighty-one questionaires sent out 

replies were received to forty-six. Of the thirty-five cases 

of which no report was received four were reported as fede-

rated or union churches, one as a community building enter-

prise and thirty as union Sunday Schools. In these cases 

propably an investigation conducted on the ground might have 

discovered some developments of interest.1 

The results of the investigation will be presented 

in the following chapte~s. 

Summary. 

In seeking some basis upon which to campare Missouri 

with other states, as to prosress in the federation move-

ment, it is found that taking into consideration density of 

population and size of local churches, together with total 

lAnother difficulty contributing to render this investiga

tion incomplete is the time limit wi thin whi ch this thesis 

is required to be presented. Doubtless replies will, yet be 

received from inquiries which have been sent out. Altho re-

quest was made that replies be sent as soon as possible some 
in of the correspondents have been very slow sending replies. 

V 

Replies have also given information regarding other instances 

of denominational co-operation,received too late to allow 
time for investigatio~ 





population of the states, a comparison might be made upon 

the basis of the relative need for co-operation indicated 

by these considerations. Other things being equal the 

smallest local churches most need co-operation. A compari

son upon such a basis shows that as to progress in federa

tion Rhode Island compares favorably with Maseachusetts, 
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that California is more progressive than Ohio, and that Mich

igan has made greater progress than Missouri. However,other 

factors would affect the situation and lacking data concern

ing such factors the comparison may not be justified. 

Ninety-one denominations in Kissouri means that the 

church-members of the state are divided into ninety-one inde

pendent and unco-ordinated bodies, except so far as some form 

of co-operation is being practiced. In the big cities with 

many church organizations and common problems to be worked 

out, with overchurched oonditions in the smaller towns and 

rural districts, there is urgent need for federation in thle 

state. While there is to be found some sectarian jealousy 

and bigotry in this state, yet, on the whole, the relations 

between the denominations!lre very friendly and the state ap

pears to be ready for federation. 

Over sixty per cent of the 1,199,239 communicants of 

the state are included in the six strongest denominat1onal 

families, according to the 1906 Census Report. Four of theee 

familes are split up into several denominations. There are 

movements on foot for the unionoaenominations, or federatiqn 

of churches, within these denominational families. 





The investigation as to progress made, has been hin-

dered by difficulties, chief of which was the fact that Mis-
~ 

souri has no State Federation and consequently there was ho 

headquarters thru which the location of federations in the 

state could be obtained . 

32. 
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Appendix A. 

Letter. 

Dear Sir: 

As a part of my work in the department of Sociology, 

in the University of Missouri, I am making an investigation 

of the Church Federation movement in the state. If you will 

be kind enough to answer the enclosed questions to the best 

of your ability, and return to me at your earliest conven

ience it will be greatly appreciated. 

Thanking you in advance for your co-operati~n, I am 

Yours respectfully, 

Appendix B. 

Questionaire to Local Federations. 

1. How many churches in the district? 
2. What per cent are in the Federation? 
3. What denominations are best represented in the Federa-

tion as to number of congregations? 
4. How many representatives from each church? 
5. How chosen? 
6. Do representatives turn out well to the meetin!s of the 

Federation! 
7. Do the various denominations show an equal interest in 

the Federation work? 
8. If not what denominations show greatest interest? 
9. How often does the Federation meet! 
10. What time of day? 
11. How do members vote, as individuals or as churches? 
12. How is money raised to carryon the work, volunt~y of

ferings, or by apportionment! 
13. From representatives in Federation? or from churches rep

resented! 
14. What appears to be nature of lines of division between the 

churches, Creed? litual! Wealth? Residence Location? Vo-
cation? . 

15. Has the Federation succeeded in bringing about a more -
friendly relat10nship between the working class and the 
church? 

16. Is4the Federation represented 1n the Labor UnioDs? 
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17. Are the Labor Unions represented in the Federation? 
18. Are Labor Unions allowed use of church buildings? 
19. Does the Federation maintain a working man's club? 
20. Or cotfee rooms! 
21. Or reading rooms? 
22. Or a labor exchange? 
23. Or any relief work for working mens' families in case 

of sickness or accident? 
24. Or a day nursery? 
25. Or a medical clinic? Any fees for treatment? 
26. Does the Federation offer intervention in case of strikes? 
27. Has the Federation in any way improved working conditions? 
28. How? 
2g. Has the Federation undertaken, in any way not above speci

fied, to bring about a more friendly relationship between 
the working man and the church? If so, how? 

30. Has the Federation been instrumental in bringing about 
unity of action between the churches for political re
form? 

31. For temperance? 
32. For Sunday observance? 
34. For any other social reform? What? 
35. For any institutional work! 
36. Are the church buildings thrown open for public discus

sion of questions of public interest? 
37. Does the Federation own, rent, or have the use of any 

building for community work? 
38. Does the Federation carryon any mission? . 
3g. Or any extension work in surrounding country? 
40. Does the ,ederation co-operate with any charitable orga

nization or social agency? 
41. If so, what? 
42. Please specify what denominations are represented in the 

Federation and how many churches of each denomination. 
43. Do you know of other local federations in this State? 

Or any union or federated churches? Whom shall I address? 
44. Remarks. 





Appendix C. 

Questionaire to Unton or Federated Churches. 

1. Is this a Union church composed of members who main
tain no other · church relationship? 

2. Or is it a Federated church combining two or more 
churches, each preserving its own ecclesiastical ex
istence and connections with its own denominati~n; but 
as one local church empl~ying one pastor and usually 
maintaining all services in common? 

35. 

3. Or is it an Interdenominational Church composed of in
dividuals united for local church purposes who do not 
sever their membership in denominational churches else
where but maintain. a dual church relatIonship? 

4. Or is it a .Federated CircuIt of churches of two or more 
denominations maintaining their own services and orga
nizatIons and having no union organization but elPploy-
in& the same pastor? . 

5. If a rederated Circuit do the churches use more than 
one bui1dIna? How many? 

6. How far apart are they situated? 
7. Have you a Union Sunday School? 
8. Name the churches represented (1) 

(2) (3) (4) 
(In answering the followin& questions let these numbers 
designate respectively the churches so desI&nated above) 

9. What was the membership of these churches at time of 
federatIon or union? (1) 
(2) (3) (4) 

10. How many from each church went Into the union organi-
zatIon? (1) (2) 
(3) (4) 

11. Increase of membershIp previous year? (1) 
(2) (3) (4) 

12. How many pastors were employed before union or fede
ration? 

13. How many were resident? 
14. What salary did they receive from these churches? 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
15. Preaching how often? (1) (2) 

(3) (4) 
16. Bstimated cost of maintenance - JanItor, heat, lIght, 

repairs and insurance? (1) (2) 
(3) (4) 

17. Avera&e awiences? (1) (2) (3) (4) 
18. State number of me~.rB of union or federated church 

when organized. Now? 
l~. Date of organIzatIon! 
20. If membershIp has decreased or remained stat10narJ 

give reasons? 
21. N~e of pastor? DenominatIon? 





22. 
23. 

24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 

32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
3f1. 
40. 
41. 

42. 
43. 
44. 
45 .• 
46. 
47. 
48. 

49. 

50. 
51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 

60. 

61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 

75. 

What is his salary? 
Resident? If not, how far from the community does 
he live? 
Is he selected from the denominations in turn or how? 
Preaching how often now? 
Average audience now? 
Has the aggregate of missionary and benevolent offer-
ings incr.ased or diminished? Why? 
Who owns building used for services? Value? 
Estimated cost of maintenance? 
Give average Sunday School attendance? 
Has aggregate Sunday School attendance increased or 
diminished? Why? 
How is the Superintendent selected? 
To what denomination does he belong? 
Is the Sunday School graded? 
Do you use graded lessons? 
By what house are they published? 
Have you any young people's SOCiety? 

Why? 

Any clubs or social organizations in connection? 
What are they? 
Any missionary SOCiety? 
Does the union church promote the interests of the 
public schools? 
In what way? 
Does the union church promote farmer's institutes? 
Or co-operative enterprises? What? 
Or good roads? 
Or entertainment or lecture courses? 
Home - comings? 
Or anything else 
i ty betterment? 
Are the needs of 
supplied? 

of community interest or for commun
What? 

those in sickness and poverty well 

How are members of governing board selected? 
How many members of governing board from each church? 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Are - questions of policy decided by vote of individual 
members or by vote of churches? 
Have you a creed or articles of faith? Please send 
copy if possible. 
What difficulties appear peculiar to a union organi-
zation? . 
What are advantages of union organizations? 
What is population of town or village? 
What size community does thDs church serve? 
Estimate population of this community. 
What other churches in this community have preaching 
services? (1) (2) (3) (4) 
How often do they have preaching (1) (2) 
(3) (4) 
Membership?(l) (2) (3) (4) 
Average Audience? (1) (2) (3) (4) 
Is preacher resident? (1) (2) (3) (4) 
Please tell me of any other union organizations of 
churches or Sunday Schools, and name and address of 
correspondent. . ~ 

Remarks. 
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Appendix D. 

Questionaire to Union Sunday Schools. 

1. Name of School? In what county? 
2. Name of denominations represented and state how many 

members of each denomination are attending the school 
regularly? (1) (2) 
(3) (4) 

3. Give total average attendance. 
4. How is the superintendent selected? 
5. To what denomination does he belong? 
6. Is the Sunday School graded? 
7. Do you use graded lessons? 
S. By what house are they published? 
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9. How long has this Union Sunday School been carrying on 
its work? 

10. Has it during this time increased in attendance? 
11. Has it decreased? or remained stationary? Why? 
12. What church owns building? Value? 
13. What denominations use building? (1) 

(2) (3) (4) 
14. How often do they have preaching services? (1) 

(2) (3) (4) 
15. How many pastors employed? 
16. Do two or more of the denominations employ the same 

pastor? 
17. Is there a union young people's society? Membership? 
IS. Give area of community this Sunday School serves? 
19. What other churches in this community? 
20. Or Sunday Schools? 
21. Estimate population of this community. 
22. How large a per cent attend Sunday School, of men? 

of women? of young people 14 to 20 years? 
of children? 

23. Do the members of the churches represented in the Sun
day School unite in any other union organization? 
Literary or Debating Society? 
Mission Study Cla8s? Reading Circle? 
Woman's Club or Society? Choral Club? 
Or Wha t? 

24. Has any attempt been made towards church union? 
25. If so, did it fail? Why?, 
26. What appears to be the greatest difficulty in the way 

of church union? 
27. Is the church building used for any other purposes of 

community interest besides those indicated above? 
What? 

28. Can you tell me where there are any other tinion Sunday 
Schools or Union Cnurches and tell me name and address 
of person to write to about them? 

Remapks: 





Chapter I.LI. 

City Federations. 

Of the four states credited in the Directory with 

four federations each, Indiana, Michigan and Nebraska each 

have a state federation and three city federations. Mis

souri has no state federation but has four city federations. 

There is, therefore, in this state no organization whose 

business it is to promote harmony and co-operation between 

the denominations of the state in their state missionary 

work, or between the churches representing these denomina-

tions in the many towns and villages of the state, or in 

the rural districts. 

The four federations given in the directory are at 

St. Louis, Kansas City, St. Joseph and Springfield. The di-

rectory also states that a federation was ~ffected at Aurora 

in 1913, but adds that it was not in existence long enough 

for results. A letter addressed to the gentleman whose 

name is given as secretary failed to receive any response. 

Another inquiry addressed to another minister of the town 

likewise failed to elicit any answer. Altho in the inter

val a very successful union evangelistic meeting had been 

held by the co-operation of the churches of the town which 

"stirred the whole city", according to the newspaper r~ort8. 

1. The Church Federation of St. Louis. 

I st. Louis, with a population of 687,02~ is report

ed in the 1906 Religious Census Report as having 294 Protes

tant church organizations. The Federation was organized in 
~ -

1910, and re-organized in 1912.\ The Federation directory 
, 

• See 1910 Census 
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published early in 1914, states that there are 96 churches 

~in this Federation, representing 12 denominations. / In a re

port of work up to the end of Kay, 1914, there are listed 

106 churches in the Federation. I This increase of ten repre

sents a healthy growth in federation sentiment in St. Louis. 

Nevertheless, considerably over fifty per cent of the St. 

Louis Protestant churches are not in the Federation. The 

list of churches given as members of the Federation appar

ently includes all the largest churches of St. LoUiS, how

ever, and these churches most likely represent considerably 

over fifty per cent of the Protestant church members of St. 

Louis. /The denominations are represented as follows: Pres

byterian, U.S.A., 24 Churches; Kethodist Episcopal, 17 

Churches; Baptist, 16 Churches; Kethodist Episcopal South, 

12 Churches; Congregational, 10 Churches; Disciples of Christ, 

10 Churches; Protestant Episcopal, 6 Churches; Evangelical, 

3 Churches; United Presbyterian, 3 Churches; Bvangelical 

Lutheran, 2 Churches; Presbyterian, U.S., 2 Churches; Re

formed Presbyterian, 1 Church. I 

A brief report issued by the secretary opens with 

this statement: "The Federation is a practical success in 

St. Louis, according to the unqualified statements of lead

ing pastors and laymen. 

I While in many large cities religious conditions 

are not encouraging, in St. Louis during 1914, as compared 

with 1912, the church attendance, church membership and 

church activities all show a marked increase. I 
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People both within and without the Protestant church

es are beginning to realize that Protestantism is not the di

vided force it used to be considered. The influence of the 

","uni ted church" is now greatly increased in the social and 

civil life of St. Louis". 

The report of "Accomplishments" for the year ending 

May 1, 1914, is thus present~d by the secretary: 

/' THE SECOND YEAR. 
(Ended Yay 1, 1914) 

1.Established Training School for Sunday School Work-

ers. 181 enrolled in regular classes doing systematic ·peda-

gogical work. 

2.Conducted Campaign of newspaper advertising, which 

aroused entire city to thought on religious matters. 

3.Promoted Church Attendance Sunday which brought 

thousands to Church, many for the first time in years. 

4. Inaugurated great movement for Personal Service 

and Evangelism in Churches of the city. 

5. Conducted Shop and Factory Meetings. 

6. Social Service Worker placed in Juvenile Court to 

care for Protestant children, as Priest in court cares for 

Catholic Children, and as Jewish children are cared for. 

Plan highly approved by court officials. 

7. Established free course of lectures in Social Ser

vice and civic improvement for the churches.1 

8. Prepared scientific surveys of the local field for 

scores of churches. 

9. Investigated organizations asking money of the 

Christian public, endorsing some, overseeing reorganization 
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of others, am refusing to endor se some. 

10. Gathered statistical information and assisted church-

es, religious workers, aocial service institutions and many 

civic organizations. 

11. Was agency through whiah five denominations have 

agreed to establish no new centers of work wi thout approval 

of Council representing all. 

12. Have done effective work for . improved moral condi

tions in St. Lou1.8 .,,1 

The agreement referred to under No. 11 is probably 

similar to this overture which was presenteQ by the Presby

terian Church, U.S.A.: "That, in the interests of Church 

unity, harmony and efficiency, we seek to avoid overlapping 

and overchurching, and that we develop no new work, or work 

in new locations, until such location shall have been con-

sidered by the Committee on Location of Religious Enter

prises of the Church Federation, and, furthermore, when all 

the other denominations in the Pederation shall have con-

sented to a like action on their part. And that we overture. 

other denominations to unite with us in adopting a policy by 

which no new work is undertaken by any of the participating 

denominations until it shall have been approved by a Coun-

cil representing all."2 

Besides this work the Social Service Committee haa 

made "an exhaustive investrgation into the religious and ao

~For report of · year ending Kay 1,1913, see Appendix A. 
This was received from the Secretary of the Congregation 

Missouri Conference. 
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cial service needs of the city institutions, giving especial 

attention to the City Hospital". And "Recognizing the obli

gations of the evangelical churches towards the patients of 

the Hospital and the far-reaching possibilities there offered 

for every kind of Christian service, the Committee appeals to 

the members of the churches and their various church organi

zations for a comprehensive and sustained effort to meet the 

many needs of the institution with greater efficiency than 

heretofore". These needs are indicated in a pamphlet en

titled, "Opportunitjes for Christian Service. No.1,The City 

Hospital. They are, (11) a minister to give his entire ti_ 

to the work in the hospital to supply the spiritual needs of 

the patients; (2) Clothing and material for the many patients 

actually in want when they leave the Hospital; (3) Assistance 

in finding families who are willing to take a mother and baby 

into their homes; (4) Assistance in obtaining employment for 

men and women leaving the Hospital~ 

The Federation maintains an office at 623-623 Ne. 

Bank of Commerce Bldg. in charge of Rev. Clair B. Ames, 

Executive Secretary. 

The membership consists of all evangelical congre

gations of the City of St. Louis and vicinity that duly noti

fy the Council of their acceptance of the Constitution'and 

By-Laws of the Federation. The administration is vested in 

a CQuncil "composed of all the pastors and other ministers 

of the gospel officiall~ connected with the constituent de- -

3see Appondix B. 
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nominations "and one layman from each 10calcongregat1on, 

and one add 1 t10nal layman for each 200 members or major 

fraction thereof above 300". The Council meets yearly. on 

the last Monday of April. 4 

/ 2. The Church Federation of Greater Kansas City. 

This Federation includes :Ilhe churches of Kansas 

City, Missouri and of Kansas City, Kansas. In these cities 

there are 218 Protestant churches (1906 Census) of which 

7Sare in the Federation. There are 67 Protestant churches 

on the Kansas side and 18 of these are in the Federation. 

There are 161 Protestant churches in Kansas City, Missouri, 

60 of which are in the Federation. The organization in

cludes 14 denominations and the 78 churches having an ap

proXimate membership of over thirty thousam manbers. I 

have been unable to find out what denominations are repre-

-sented in the Federation I altho I am informed that a Direc

tory will be issued in a few days *iving such information. 

The denominations best represented 1n the Federation are 

said to be Christian, Presbyterian, Congregational and Ke

thodist. 

The Constltutlon provides that "the membership of 

the Federatlon shall consist of all the members of each 
,. 

evangelical church accepting this Constltution-and that 

"persons engaged 1n rell&ioue work or In enterpris.s in 

whlch the Federatlon 1s closely Interested" may also be 

elected to me~b.rship. 

4For Canstltutlon 1n full see Appendlx C. 





The government of the 1ederation is vested in 

"a Council~ich shall be composed of the minister or 

ministers and a member from every church in the Federa-
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tion" and one addi tional member for every &OO .; . membars~ \: 6r 

fraction thereof, over 300. The Council meete annually on 

the Third Monday in October. 

The Executive Committee, composed of the officers 

of the Federation • one minister or member from every de-

nomination reJresenting the Federation, and one additional 

member for every 1,000 communicants in excess of 500" 

meets monthly. The hour of this monthly meeting is 12.30 

5 P. M. 

A report issued by the Secretary, dated February 

1, 1915, states that such a Federation is needed 

"First ••••• To discourage overlapping and duplication 

of religious work. 

Second •••• To serve as a clearing house of religious 

informS. tion. 

Third ••••• To increase the efficiency of present or

ganizations. 

Fourth •••• To bring the gospel to religiously neglect

ed dis trlc ts • 

Flfth ••••• To combine Ule forces of righteousness , 
against civic evils. 

Slxth ••••• To .xempllf~ the e •• ential unity of the 

churches of Jesus Christ." 

5For Constitution of Kansas City Federation see Appendix D. 
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These needs are being me. as is abown by the re-

sult effected: 

(1) "Ten denominations have agreed to submit all ques

tions of location of new churches to the Advisory Committee 

of the Church Pederation for its approval." This Committee 

is composed of one member from each denomination. "It has 

already passed on seven locationa·. 

(2) The Pederation publiahes a d~rectory of all the . 

churches of Grea~er Kansas City, giving location of church

es, name and address of ministers, with their phone numbe~a 

Keeps on file the denominational year books 

"Collecta all the weekly bulletins known to be printed 

in Greater Kansas City." From these information ia secured 

which is given publicity through the dally papers. _ 

Anawers inquiries which come to the ottice from 

many quarters. 

/(3) "The efriciency of existing organizations ia being 

inereastd through co-operative service instituted by the 

Federation". Some of the organizations nth which the Fede

ration co-operates are: The Society tor Supreasion of Com

mercialized vice6 ; the Federation of Negro Charities; Board 

of Public Welfare; the Woman's National League, in mainte

nance of Kansas City Daily VaQation Bible Scmol7 ; the'Wo

man's Inter-denominational Missionary Council, in Big Bro-
. . ~ . 

thers' and Big Siaters' Movement ~ .. delinquents brought be

fore the Juvenile Court.a / 

6See App~ndix B. 7See Appendix P. aSee Appendix G. 





(4) Has plans for assisting in religious work tor 

the Slavs of Kansas City, ~he Negroes and the Italians. 

"Gospel Teams, Brotherhoods and other men's organiza

tions are now holding nightly evangelistic services •••• 

in connection with the religious work of the Helping 

.Hand Ins t i tu te • " 

(5) The Federation has given active support to the 

warfare against the saloon and to the overthrow of vice 

in }:ansas Ci ty. The Society for · .suppression of C ~ommer

cial1zed Vice has its headquarters in the Federation of

fice I "and is exerting a strol18, constant influence for 

the enforcement of the law for a higher moral standard, 

and the enactment of such laws as will place commercial

ized vice under the best known means of suppression." 

(6) "The co-operation of the churches has already 
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shown to Kansas City that a genuine harmony of purpose pre

vails and that churches can be~nited in the promotion of 

the best interests of the city."~ 

Mr. Nat Spencer is the Executive Secretary of this 

Federation with offices at 412-13 Scarrit Arcade, Kansas 

City, Missouri. In his report dated October 19, 1914, he 

makes the following recommendation regarding finances: 

"That the Committee on Finance ••••• devise an equita

ble adjustment of the finances of the Federation and re

quest the denominational missionary organizations to as

sume their respective portions of the budget. When the 

9See Appendix H. 
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denominational missionary organiaations have assumed.the 

financial obligations of the Federation, then the smaller 

churches need not hesitate to join for financial reasons. 

We need all the churches to do the most effective service. 

This plan, it is be11eved, will considerably increase our 

membership. 

(2) The se·cond recommendation is for a regular month

ly mee ting 0 f the Executive CODlDi t te.e. Perhaps this could 

occur at lunch time. The Secretary has often felt the need 

of advice and yet the instances did not seem of sufficient 

importance to justify a special meeting. Now that the work 

of the Federation is expanding and various important ques-
. 

tions continually arising, these proposed monthly meetings 

of the Executive Committee are very much desired.-O 

This Federation has gotten out a little pamphlet 

entitled,"What x8nsas City Men Ihink About Church Federa

t10n", which would make good campaign literature in any 

town where an effort to federate the churches is being 

contemplated. R. A. Long, President of the Long-Bell Lum

ber Company, gives this testimony: "Church Federation of 

course implies co-operation, which·. makBs possible more 

thorough, efficient and effective work than can possibly 

be obtained through divided effort." 
, 

Judge J. H. Hawthorne 

says: "The power of the churches in d1 recting and controll

ing the moral standard and the good government of the City, 

can be best applied thro~h a well organized Church Fede-

lOsee Appendix I. 





ration". There are many other such statemen~8 from 

ministers and business men. ll 

3. The Church Federation of St. Joseph. 

/st. Joseph has a population of 77,403 (1910) 
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and according to the 1906 Religious Census has 77 Protest

ant churches. Of these 65 are reported as in the Federa

tion. I have been unable to find out how many denomina

tions are represented or how DIlny churches of the various 

denominations are in the Federation. The Methodists have 

most churches in the Federation but all denominations are 

said to be fairly represented. I The Council is composed ot 

the ministers and one layman for every 200 members or 

fraction thereot for each church. The Council meets year

ly, the Board of Directors meets quarterly. All regular 

meetings are held in the evening. )toney for work of the 

Federation i ·s raised by apportionment of one cent per lBem

ber per year. This probably me ans each member of the 

churches affiliated in the Federation. I No specific report 

is given of work accomplished but influence has been exert

ed against prize fights and vice of all kinds, and for the 

improvement of the conditions of the poor of thB city, for 

Sunday Observance, Juv6nile protection, public health and 

civic righteousness.1 The Federation also co-operate~ in 

the work of the City Gospel Mission. 

The Federation was etrected in April, 1911. Mr. 

E. K. Wallace is the Secr~tary. 
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4. The Federation of the Churches of Christ in Springfield. 

/Springfield had in 1910 a population of 35,201 and 

is reported by the secretary of the Federation to have 

about 50 churches. The directory issued by the Federal 

Council reports 20 churches in this Federation but there 

are now only 16 reported. These represent seven denomina

tions ·as follows: Presbyterian, U.S.A., 4 churches; Chris

tian, 3 churches; Kethodist Episcopal, 2 churches; Ketho

dist Episcopal South, 2 churches; Baptist, 2 churches; Con

gregatlonal ,1 church; United Presbyterian, 1 church. 

This Federation was organized in April, 1913. The 

objects of the Federation are stated to be: Co~operation 

of denominations; Evangelism; Koral and Civic Betterment; 

and Fellowship. 

The work done is reported as "Civic Righteous,Sab-

bath observance, .teacher training, removal of misconcep

tions of church and industry, conducted a S.S.Institutew12 • 

"We have entered upon a legal fight to prevent prize fight

ing in athletic clubs"./ The Federation also employs a 

Travellers' Aid Woman at the depot, and has planned for a 

social survey of the city. 

The Council is composed of the pastors and two lay

men from each church and meets at call of the President. 

All money needed for the work of the ~eration is raised 

by the various committees according to their several needs 

by voluntary subscription ~rom those interested in the work. 

12 • 
From Report of Federal Council. 
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The Rev. B. B. Blyth is Secretary of the Federa-

tion. 

5. The Church Federation of Lebanon. 

/ Besides the four Federations given in the directory 

issued by the Federal Council, which does not include Fede

rations in cities or counties of less t~n 25,000, there is 

a Federation at Lebanon. This is a town of 2,430 population 

in LaClede County. There are six Protestant churches in 

Lebanon and they are all members of the ~ederation. The de-

nominations represented by one church each are: Bapti&t, 

Congregational, Disciples, Bpiscopal, Methodist Episcopal, 

Methodist Episcopal South. 

The organization was effected in 1910. " The church

es are represented ' by one member each for each committee. 

The representatives meet quarterly in the evening. Vote is 

by churches. Koney to carryon the work of the Federation 

is raised by voluntary offering. The churches of the town 

have worked through the Federation for temperance reform 

and the Federation has co-operated with the local Chari ty 

Board. 

Summary. 

/The City Federations of Missouri are all of recen~ origin, 

organized between 1910 and 1913, inclusive.1 They have deaon-
-

strated, however, that the Federation is a practical way of 

unifying the efforts of the Protestant churches in many ac

tivites in which they have common interests. It is also evi

dent tltat Federation has DBde possible a larger t 'ield of so-

cial activities. 





51. 

Three Federations answer question 7 of the Qne8-

tionaire. "Do the various denominations Show an equal in

terest in the Federation work'- in the negative. In one 

case the Disciples are reported as showing the greatest in

terest, in another case the Congregationalists, and in the 

third case the Presbyterians are repcrted as showing the 

greatest interest. SO , there is nothing to indicate that 

anyone denomination shows a greater interest in the Fede

ration work than do other denominations. 

/Chari ties, tanperance, moral reform and evangeli

zation seem to be undertaken by the Federation with good 

etfect. Not much has been undertaken yet in the way ot po

litical reform/altho one answers question 39 : "Has the Fede

ration been instrumental in bringing about unity ot action 

between the churches for political retorm'". by "Yes-. In 

the matter of bringing about a more friendly relationship 

between working men and the church two of the Federations 

answer question 15, : "Has the Federation succeeded in bring

ing about a more friendly relationship between the working 

class alii the church''' " by "Yes" _ lIn one of these cases 

the Federation is represented in the Labor Unions and has 

gi ven them special invitations to the services _ On ~e 

whole, however, very little sesas to have been undertaken 

in this direction_/ ~uestion 16 to 26 inclusive in every 

case failed to receive any affirmative reply. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
II 

at4t Gtlptrrly Jtthtrattnn 
IIfk~ 

IN THE FIRST TWO ¥EA:R.S 

+-
THE Feilentioa is a prac:tic:al / .. ~ .iII &. 

LoWs, accordinc to the unqualified .tatemeats 
of 1eaelinr paton and laymen. 

/ 
C. While ill many larr «;ius religioua conditiollt 
are not encouragiDc, ill St. Louis during 1914, 
u compared with 1912, . the church att:eDciaDce, 
church membership and church.cmiu. aU show 
a markedJ.ncreuel 

/ c.People both within .and witaout· tile . Protatant 
churches are beginDiug to realize that Prote.tantism 
is not the cliyided force .it used to be considered. 
The iIlflu_ of the "united .chuch" is DOW 

,ready iac:reuedill thuocial-_d ci-riC life of St. 
T _.:_ ; ......-." 
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THE FIRST YEAR. 
(Ended May 1, 1i13) 

1. Protestant Churches of at. Louis united for 
the first time for practical service. 

2. The fiNt definite. reliable study of religious 
conditions In the city llrepared and pub
llahed. Incll.ldlnc survey of au rllilclous 
forces In the city. population of the city. the 
constructive and destructive fore. at work. 
commercialized amWiementa. etc. 

I. Careful studies made of local church fields. 
for the benefit of the churches and commu
nities. 

4. Arbitrated Questions of church locations In 
the Interest of economy and efftclency. 

6. New fields for Sunday Schools and Churches 
pointed out. 

I. A Summer Tent Camnallm conducted. Sholt 
meetlnp held. 

7. Co-o1J6rated In Child's Welfare Exhibit. 

8. Co-operated with catholics. Jews and SocIal 
Workers for the promotion of sound moral 
and social lec1slatlon In the state and city. 

•. Instltute conducted for the tralnlnlr of 
teachers and leadeN of men's and boyS' Bible 

.class ... 
10. Work of Laymen's Missionary Moyement In 

city conducted. 

11. Lar" nthering of men held In the Interest 
of M1 .. lona. 

12. Every-Member Canvass Introduced Into 
many church •. 

IS. InstitUtions asking money of the Christian 
Public carefully examined. 

14. CO-GOerated l&rIfely In the city-wide "'VIsI
tatloll Day." 

" 15. Greeterrell~oull llubllclty secured In the 
daUyoreu. 

16. Rendered larce serviCe to churok-. pastONr 
religious leaders and social orlf&DiU.tlollS In 
many wayS. 

THE SECOND YEAR. 
(Enftd May 1, 1914) 

1. Establlabed 'I'ralnlng School for Sunday 
School Worken. lSI enroUed In riCular 
~ dolll« antematlc tledaltogical work. 

Z.· Con4uctect CamJlll,lm of ne~lter advertla. 
ID«. Wblch U'OIised entire city to tholi8ht on 
rellIrIous _tten.. 

I. Promotect Churoh Attendance Sunday. wblch 
bro~t thousands to Church. IftIlJlY for the 
ftl'llt time In years. 

4. InaU«Urated Ifre8.t movement · tor Personal 
ServIce aDd Evanlrellsm In Cburcbea of the 
city. 

5. <ioD4l1cted 1Il(R) and Factory MeeUngli. 

•. Social 8ervtce Worker placed In .JUvenile 
Court to care for Protestant cbIJdreD. .. 
PrIest In court cares for CathoUe ebll4lten. 
and .. .le'wtah children are cared for. Ptan 
hlJrhly aMlroyed by court offi~la. 

7. Established free ooUI'INI of lecture. In Social 
Service Ul4 clv1e ImpFOyemet for the 
ohurcihea. 

I. Prepare4 ecIentUle aurveys of the 1ocal . fteld 
for 1IOO!'ea 01. Clhurchea. 

t. InveatlAted OI'M.lllsatlons asking money of 
the Cbrtatla.a public. endol'llllur tIOIIl.. oyer~ 
eeelllJf I"801'PlIlsatlOD of otbers • .and tetuallut 
to eacJol'INI aome. . 

10. Gathered atau.tlcallntormatlon and aaalated 
churobea. relIIrloua workers. aocIaJ eervtce 
InstitutfoDa aIl4I 'many clv1e ol"J(8.Dt..tiena. 

11. W .. a28DOJ' ·tIuou«h whtch ftve cienomJna
tiona Mye ureed· to eatabllah no DeW cent .. 
of work wlthollt approval of CoUnou Note
aent1lllr aD. 

11. HaYe cloDe aftecttve work for ImPl'Ovecl moral 
. condlt1oJaa hi St. LoWa. 

Complete brtet ft!It)Ort of iboYe work wm .. 
furnished on aooUcatlon to 
~ & . AiI:tI8. BDcuUve 8~. 

.14 ...... Bank of Commei"df __ ., 
St. x.o.s.. Mo. 
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APpendix A. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Church Federation of St. Louis 

Baptlet: Union 
Comoton Het."htll WalrOner Memorial Delmar Ave. Zion 
Euclid Ave. Methodlat Eplacopal. First Italian South: Firat German C Ebenezer Germ.. entenary Fourth Christy Kemorlal 

Ktudom Bou.e Grand Ave. I!&rvtn Kemorlal Immanuel 
LafaYette Park Mt. Auburn Immanuel Second St. PaUl'. Third 
Water Tower Shaw Ave. West Park Scruu's Kemorial Tabernacle St. John'. Carondelet Walton Road Congregatlonaf: Unlveratty' City 
Comoton HID P .... b)'tet"l.n. U. S. A.: Fountain Park Carondelet Firat Clifton HWdlta Immanuel . , Covenant 
Memorial Cote BrlHlante MaolewOOd CUrby Memoff •• Old Orchard FIrat 
Ptlntm Grace ' Untted Greely' Memortal Webster Groves KtnnblJiobway Dlaclpl .. of Ctt ... at: T..a.tayette Park Comoton Helllrlltli IraDUU!ael 
Clifton Hellthts Markham Memorial Dover Place McCaUllland Ave. First N e180n MemOrial. Fourth North 
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C)HE CITY HOSPITAL has always ap
pealed strongly to the Christian citi
zens of St. Louis as affording an 

opportunity for real and far·reaching servo 
ice. The helplessness, the sderIng and 
the material and spiritual destitution com· 
ing together there from every part of the 
city constitute an insistent call for help, 
which the various denominations and the 
charitable and religious organizations have 
dUigently sought to meet. 

With all the splendid service rendered by 
many of those who have given time, means 
and e1rort to this work, the physical and 
spiritual needs of the large number of 
patients (17,044 last year) are so many and 
varied that it has become evident that 
these e1rorts must become co-orciinated, sys· 
tematized and stimulated if the proper 
degree of e1riciency is to be reached. At 
the request of the Executive Committee of 
The Church Federation of St. Louis the 
Social Service Committee of that organiza
tion has made an exhaustive investigation 
into the religious and social service needs 
of the city institutions, giving especial at· 
tention to the City Hospital. Recognizing 
the obligations of the evangelical churches 
towards the patients of the HoSpital and 
the far-reaching possibUities there offered 
for every kind of Christian service, the 
Committee appeals to the membei,i of the 
churches and their various church organi. 
zations for a comprehensive and sustained 
e1rort to meet the many needs of the insti· 
tution with greater efrlclency than hereto
fore. The most urgent of these n~ are 
herewith presented. 

1. Although many faithful and earnest 
workers are doing their best to supply the 
spiritual needs of the patients, adequate 
personal attention can not be given to all 
the inmates until the churches employ a 

competent and experienced mlnJeter toillve 
his entire time to the work In the Hospital. 
This might be done throuih The Church 
Federation in the same manner as a min1&
ter iI! now employed for the Juvenile Court. 
The t!vangel1cal churches of the city should 
feel this responsibility keenly and make 
diligent e1rort to provide the means. 

2. The workers at the Hospital are 
greatly handicapped by the lack of clothing 
and material for the many patients actuany 
in want when they leave the Hospital. In 
many instances the permanent recovery of 
such patients is delayed and often pre
vented by the' lack of proper supplies. 
There is especial need of materials for mak· 
ing baby outfits for mothers in the mater· 
nity wards. It has been found that it fosters 
mother love and teaches the mothers to 
sew, besides giving them an added interest, 
if matertals are available from which they 
can be assisted in making their baby out
fits while in the Hospital. Though there 
are many. donations, there is never as much 
material as is needed. The materials most 
needed are bolts of fiannelette, in white or 
pink, outing flannel, 10]1g cloth, crossbar or 
striped dimities, and baby blankets, stock· 
ings and shirts. Clothing for women, espe
cially wraps, dresses and underwear, also 
shirts, underwear. hats, shoes and trousers 
for men, and all kinds of clothing for chI)· 
dren are also in demand. The Committee 
urges the various· organisations for men, 
women and YOQng people in the churches to 
give this form of Christian service their 
attention. This does not imply a curtail
ment of resources now used for similar de
nominational purposes, but rather the bet
ter utilization of latent and reserve foreet!. 
M ..... Minnie D. We .... efty social 'Worker at 
the Hospital, 'WIll be «lad to get in touch 
with lacliYlclua1s or orp.nlzattons for this 
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purpose. Material should not be lent to 
the Hospital until ttle donora have consulted 
Mrs. Wei8l, either by telephone or letter, 
care of the City Hospital. 

The service SUggested in the followiru; 
paragraphs should be rendered by the city, 
through the Social Service Department of 
the Hospital. Until such time as the city 
shall increase the facilities of the Social 
Service Department, however, the appeal 
must be made to the benevolent citizens of 
the community to render all the help in 
their power. 

3. There is great need for assistance in 
finding families who are willing to take a 
mother and baby into their homes, the 
mother to do housework at such pay as shall 
enable her to provide for herself and baby. 
This gives the child an opportunity to have 
a mother's care, and in many cases is the 
only salvation for the mother. Many 
mothers are so placed, but there is difficulty 
in finding enough homes for all. 

4. Assistance in obtaining employment . 
for men and women leaving the Hospital is 
urgently requested. Those needing help of 
any kind are asked to call up the Social 
Service Department of the Hospital before 
engaging other help. 

The office of The Church Federation of 
St. Louis, 623.24 New Bank of Commerce 
Building, Bell Telephone, Olive 3720, will be 
glad to arrange dates for speakers to pre
sent these opportunities for Christian servo 
ice to any church organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GFX)RGE B. MANGOLD, 

Chairman Social Sernce CommJttee • 
. r. H. HORSTMANN, 
ALFRED FAmBANK, 
F . W. HERZBERGER, 

Committee on Public Institutions. 
CLAIR E. AMES, 

Executive Secretary. 
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The Church Federation tc-. 
of 

St. Louis 

CONSTITUTION. 
The Constitution of the National Inter-Church 

Federation of the United States of America, op
erating through its central representative Con
gress, known as the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, is hereby recog
nized as the basis of this Local Federation. 

BY-LAWS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Name. 
The lIaltle of this Association shall be the 

Church Federation of St. Louis. 

ARTICLE II. 

Objects. 
Its objects shall be to express the Christian 

fellowship of the churches of this City acknowl
edging Jesus Christ as Divine Lord llndSaviour; 
to bring these churches into united service for 
Christ and the world; to secure their concerted 
efforts in matters affecting the religious, moral 
and social welfare of the people; and to promote 
the application of the teachings of Christ to the 
relations of life. 

ARTICLE III. 

Membership. 
Its membership shall consist of all evangelical 

congregations of the City of St. Louis and vicinity 
that duly notify the Council of their acceptance 
of this Constitution and these By-Laws. 
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ARTICLE IV. 
Administration. 
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Section 1. Its administration shall be through 
a Council which shall be composed (a) of all the 
pastors and other ministers of the gospel offic ially 
connected with the constituent denominations: 
(b) one layman from each local congregation, and 
one additional layman for each 200 members or 
major fraction thereof above 300. 

Sec. 2. The Council shall have no authority 
over the churches. Its powers shall be only 
advisory and executive. 

Sec. 3. A quorum shall consist of 25 members. 
ARTICLE V. 

Meetings. 
Section 1. Beginning with the year 1910, and 

thereafter, the annual meeting of the Council 
shall be held on the last Monday of April. 

3ec. 2. Special meeting may be called at any 
time by the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Officers. 

Section 1. The officers of the Council shall be 
a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Recording 
Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall also be the 
officers of the Federation. The Council shall not 
be limited to its own members in the choice of 
its officers. 

Sec. 2. They shall serve for one yea r, or until 
their successors are elected. 

ARTICLE VII. 
Executive Committee. 

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall con
sist (a) of the officers of the Federation : (b) nine 
members of the Council : and (c) the chairmen of 
the Standing Committees. Of the nine members 
from the Council elected to the Committee in 1912 
three shall serve for one year, three for two years, 
and three for three years, and thereafter three 
shall be elected annually for a term of three 
years. 
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Sec. 2. It shall have power (a) to elect its own 
officers; (b) to make its own by-laws ; (c) to re
ceive and act upon reports of Standing Commit
tees and of special committees appointed by the 
Council ; (d) to choose an Executive Secretary, 
define his duties, and fix his salary ; (e) to ap
point such committees as may be ·needed; (f) to 
exercise a general oversight of the interests of 
the Federation. 

Sec. 3. It shall finance the work of the Federa
tion. 

'3ec. 4. Ten of its members shall constitute a 
quorum , 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Elections. 

Unless otherwise ordered by the majority of 
those present at the annual meeting of the Coun
cil, all nominations shall be presented by nom
inating committees and all elections shall be by 
ballot. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Standing Committees. 

The Executive Committee shall appoint the fol· 
lowing Standing Committees, each of which shall 
consist of not less than one representative of 
every denomination in the Federation. 

1. On Bible Study, which shall seek to pro
mote the study of the Holy Scriptures through 
existing organizations. 

2. On Boys' Work, which shall seek to pro
mote the moral, religious, social and physical 
interests of boys through such agencies as the 
Ex€cutive Committee may approve. 

3. On Evangelism and Religious ExtenSion, 
which shall further all movements in which the 
churches unite for evangelistic effort, and shall 
have charge of the work of special meetings in 
factories, theaters, and other places. 

4. On Finance, which shall provide ways and 
means for the work of the Federation and have 
general care of its financial interests. 
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5. On General Financial Appeals, which shall 
upon request investigate the worthiness of all 
causes which seek financial assistance from the 
churches or the Christian public. Their endorse· 
ment of an appeal, whether that of persons, in· 
stitutions, or organizations, shall be considered 
a guarantee of the worthiness of the work for 
which the appeal is made. 

G. On Home and Foreign Missions, which shall 
co-operate with existing agencies for the pro· 
motion of interest in Home and Foreign Missions. 

7. On Location of Religious Enterprises, which 
shall study unoccupied territory in the city, and 
recommend the establishment of Sunday schools. 
mission interests and institutional buildings, in 
which groups of churches may unite for the wel
fare of their constituencies. 

8. On Public Morals, which shall consider and 
report upon all matters affecting the public morals 
c! ~h'? ('Hy. 

9. On Publicity, which s hall be cil"-t~<!~ with 
the publication of information concerning the 
Federation, and which shall study and report 
upon the best methods of making the public ac· 
quainted with religious work. 

10. On Social Service, which shall seek to pro· 
mote the interest and co-operation of the churches 
in the advancement of all movements relating to 
the social and economic welfare of the City. 

11. On Statistics, which shall secure and keep 
accurate a complete survey of the religious and 
philanthropic conditions of the City and all mat-. 
ters connected with its moral welfare. 

ARTICLE X. 
Amendments. 

These By-Laws may be amended by vote of 
two-thirds of the members present at any meet· 
ing of the Council. provided written notice shall 
have been Bent to the members at least two weeks 
prior to the meeting at which the amendment is 
to be considered, or that such amendment shall be 
recommended by the Executive Committee. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF 'IHE 

Church Federation of Greater 
Kansas City 

As Amended June 26, 1913. 

ARTICLE I. 

Name. 
The name of this organization shall be The Church Federation of Greater Kansas City. 

ARTICLE II. 

Object. 

This Federation, acknowledging Jesus Christ as divine Lord and Savior, accepts the object of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America as follows: 

(a) To express the Christian fellowship and 
unity of . the churches of Greater Kansas City. (b) To bring the Christian Churches of 
Greater Kansas City into united service in the in
terests of the Kingdom of God. 

(C) To encourage devotional fellowship and ' mutual counsel concerning the spiritual life and 
all activities Gf the churches. 

(d) To make these combined churches a greater force in all matters affecting the moral and social condition of the people, and so promote the application of the law of Christ in every 
relation of human life. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

Membership. 

The membership of the Federation shall consist of all the members of each evangelical church accepting this constitution. The Council may also elect to its membership persons engaged in religious work or In entel'prises in which the 
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Federation is closely interested, provided that the persons so elected comply with the provisions of the first paragraph of this article. 
Any church may at any time withdraw from the Federation provided it shall take a vote to 

that effect according to its authorized methods, and duly cer:tify in writing such action to the 
Coun~il. 

If any chu~'ch in the Federation shall be unwilling to co-operate in ·any movement determined upon by the Council, it shall be excused therefrom upon its request to that effect duly pre
sented to the Council. 

ARTICLE IV. 
The Councll. 

The government of the Federation shall be vested in a Council which shall be composed ot the minister or ministers and a member .from every church in the Federation, and in churches having a larger membership than 300, one additional member for each additional 200 members or major fraction thereof. The Council shall meet at least annually, and on call of the Executive Committee. It shall have no authority over the churches, its 'powersbeing simply advisory and executiv~. Twenty-five members representing five denominations shall constitute a quorum. The term of office of members of the Council shall be for one year or until their successors are selected by their respective churches. 
The regular annual meeting ot the Councn shall be on the Third Monday in October of each year. Other meetings may be called by the president and executive secretary, or upon the written call of twenty members ' representing five denom

inations. 

ARTICLE V. 

OMcers. 

The officers· of the Council shall be a President, six Vice Presidents (which shall be divided equally. between ministers and laymen), Executive Secretary and a Treasurer, all of whom shall . 
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be also the officers of the Fooeration. In the choice of these ' officers, the Council shall not be limited to its membership, and all officers so electoo shall be ex-officio members of . the Coun
cn. Officers of tae Councll shall serve for one 
year or until their successors are chosen. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Executive Commlttee. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers abovementioned, and one minister or member from every denomination represented in the Federation, and one additional member for every 1,000 co'mmnnicants in excess of 500 of the total membership of such churches of that -denomination as have membership in the Federation. 
(1) Members of the Executive Committee shall be elected by the different denominations. 
(2) The Executive Committee shall have power (a) to elect its own officers; (b) to adopt its own by-laws; (c) to represent the constituent churcbes in carrying on the work of the Federa

tion; (d) to appoint such committees as may be needed to carry out the pur·poses of the Federa
tion, and when desirable to provide additional committees to those names in Article .VII; (e)" to relate to the Federation and its constituent churches such agencies and organizations as are worthy of recognition and support by the church and furnish opportunity for rendering service in 
the name of Christ; (f) to receive and pass' upon reports from committees and others. 

(3) Nine members; representing five denom
inations, shall constitute a quorum. 

(4) -Members of the Executive Committee 
shall serve for one yeaI' or until their successorS are chosen. . . 

ARTICLE VII. 
Committees. 

The following standing committees shall be provided. They sINll serve one yp.ar or until 
their Iluccessors are selected. 
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(1) Executlye Committee (Provided for In 
Article VI). 

2. Public Morals. The duties of this com
mittee shall be to investigate moral conditions of 
the city, including public recreation, temperance, 
Sabbath observance and social purity and to 
recommend to the executive committee such 
,action as in their judgment the Federation should 
take. 

(3) .Religious Education. This committee 
shall recommend methods of developing spiritual 
life through Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Evangelism or other means designed to bring 
men nearer to God. ' 

(4) Church Comity. This committee should 
promote unity of !lction among churches, brother
hoods and other religious organizations, and make 
recommendations on the location of denomina
tional enterprises. Authorities contemplating 
the location of new churches or missions should 
seek the advice of this committee. 

(5) , Juvenile Work. This committee should 
study the phYSical, social, Intellectual and spirit
ual needs of boys and girls and recommend to 
the executive committee ways of 'promoting the 
hlghe,st inte~ests of the young. 

(6) Missions. This committee Is to recom
mend the best methods of extending the Kingdom 
of God at home and In foreign lands, 

(7) Social Betterment. This coinmittee 
should recommend means for the improvement , 
of living conditions and working conditions; as
sist in the adjustment of the <lifferences between 
labor and capital and promote civic righteousness 
In all the walks of life. 

(S) FlnanCj.e. To adopt and execute plans for 
meeting the necessary ex-penses of the Federation. 

(9) Nominating Committee of five or more 
members, representing at least three of the de
nominations federated, to propose to the Council 
the names of persons suitable for officers, from 
which names; together with any others duly pro· 

posed at the meeting, the otTicers shall be elected; 
also to fill vacancies until the next meeting of 
the Council. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Amendments. 
This constitution may be amended at any 

meeting, providing written notice of the proposed 
changes have been presented at the preceding 
,meeting or shall have been inserted in the notice 
of the meeting at which the amendment is to be 
acted upon. 

Present Objects. 
At a meeting of the Federation Council on 

June 15, 1913, a plan of work was presented and 
unanimously appro\'ed, Briefly stated, the 
present objects of the Federation are as follows: 

1. The unification of the forces of right
eousness in Greater Kansas City. 

2. The betterment of the ~orth Side district 
of Kansas City, Mo, 

3. Co-operation with the Boarq of Public 
Welfare. 

4. Assistance to the Helping Hand Institute. 

5. The suppression of the social evil. 
6, Co-operation with the supporters of good 

city government. 

7. The maintenance of a clearing house of 
religious information at Federation headquarters. 

S. The elimination of the duplication of 
church work and the presentation of the Gospel 
to all in our city. 

Dr. C. F. Aked says: "Church federation 
stands ,for the greatest effort toward the uuity of 
Christendom which Christendom has seen since 
It first stood divided against itself. In the magni
tude of its blessings it may represent the greatest 
gift which America has yet given to the world." 
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Kansas City's Shame 
Illued by the Public Morals Committee 
of the Church F ederaHoD of Greater Kan· 
au City. Additional copies may be ob
tained from the Federation office, 402 
Scarritt Arcade, Kanaaa City, Miaaouri. 

THE FACTS. 

According to the last enumeration there were 
554 public prostitutes in Kansas City. The Board 
of Public Welfare reports that the average num- . 
ber of visitors ' to prostitutes per day is four and 
,seven tenths. The amount expended with public 
p.rostitutes in Kansas City in one year is nearly a 
million and a half dollars, or considerably more 
than the salaries of all tlie public school teachers 
in the city. "If each frequenter should spend $50 
(annually) on these ollen places of corruption it 
would take an army of 28,511 to su,pply the funds 
devoted to this debauchery," Recent startling ex
posures of Immorality among boys and gtrls on 
the South Side are fresh in memory, Chief of 
Police W. H, Hammil concurs with the Chief of 
Police of Boston in saying that more than half of 
the prostitution is with others than those who de
pend upon it for a livlihood and who live .apart 
tor the purpose, 

Many of the inmates of Kansas City bawdy 
houses are man'led women, presumably respect
able, who live in the better parts of the city, 
Among the patrons of prostitues are many whom 
the public regard,s as respectable citizens, Our 
churches are not exempt from having members 
who patronize these places, The Board of Public 
Welfare reports that a list of the owners of build
ings used tor immoral purposes would startle the 
city. 

The average life of a prostitute is five or six 
years. They may start In the better kept houses, 
but if they remain in the business they rapidly 
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descend to depths of degrada tion . To maintain 
this iniquitos traffic Kansas City now demands 
that 100 families must each sacrifice a daughter a 
year to a life worse than death. :-':0 citizen of 
Kansas City can escape his share of the respon
sibility for allowing these conditions to exist. 

Venereal disease has an awful hold on the men 
and boys of Kansas City. It is the average esti
mate of 49 representative physicians of Kansas 
City that 61 per cent of ou.r men have, or have 
had, a venereal disease. It is the average estimate 
of 45 representative Kansas City physicians that 
20 per ce:tt of Kansas City men over 21 years of 
age now have an infectious venereal disease. It 
is the a\'erage estimate of 40 representative Kan
sas City physicians that 17 per cent of the boys 
between 15 and 21 years of age now have a 
venereal disease. About one out of five daughters 
of Kansas City parents will marry a diseased man. 

. A worker among the high school boys of Kansas 
City writes: "Loath though I am to say, my in
vestigation, cursory and superficial as it had to 
be, led me to the belief that not more than one
tenth of the boys who go through the high school 
graduate with a clean straight recO.rd morally." 

"There should be a night watchman in every 
olIice building in the city," said an observant 
business woman of many years' experience among 
Kansas City business offices. "The visits of so
ciety women and girls after olIice hours are for 
no moral purpose." 

The waste of such an enormous amount of 
money, the spread of loathsome disease, which if 
unchecked will destroy our civilization, and the 
moral degeneracy into which we have fallen de
mand the immediate consideration of every Chris
tion man and patriotic citizen of Kansas City. 

SEGREGATIO~. 

Many claim that the social evil always has 
been with us an{} always will be; that it is a 
necessary evil; that the best way to handle it is 
to confine it to certain quarters; and that we 
must recognize it as an institution which cannot 
be eliminated. 

Among the many valid objections against the 
policy of segregation are the following: 
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1st. Segregation is an admission that the 8th. Segregation perpetuates the brothel. It 
divine law of chastity does not apply in Kansas is a remedy that has no hope of curing the evil. 
City; and that while we accept the {}ivine decrees It is an acknewledgment that society has fallen 
against murder, theft and falsehood, we propose so low that it cannot recover. 
to disregard the prohibition against licentiousness. 9th. Segregation means a continual violation 

. of law. When a city agrees not to enforce any 
2n{}. Segregation assumes that prostitution is I th aw e moral effect is inevitably bad fO.r the 

a necessary evil. "If it is necessary, it IS not an enforcement of all law. 
evil; and if it is an evil it is not necessary." 10th. It is said that segregation is necessary 

3.rd. Segregation does not segregate. The to the protection of our wives and daughters' that 
Kansas City police arrest prostitutes south of unless vicious men have some outlet for thei; pas
Seventh street and make many raids, but a{}mit sions no woman would be safe. If this is true 
there is no section of our city free from the en- o~ght we not have the' protection as near as pos
croachments of the social evil. sIble to those whom it is designed to protect? We 

have police stations near supposed seats of crime' 
4th. Segregation cannot check the spread of fire stations near where many buildings may b~ 

venereal disease. It is conceded that street-walk- burned, and similarly ought we not have bawdy 
ing, assignation houses and prostitution outside houses as near as possible to our own homes? If 
of restricted areas are the cause of vastly more prostitution is a benevolent enterprise it ought to 
and worse cases of disease than that which comes be operated as a public charity and not run as a 
from segregated districts. commercial enterprise. 

5th. Segregation is an advertisement of a 10- 11th. Segregation stimUlates the white slave 
cation where crime may be committed under the trade. It furnishes a constant demand for this 
protection of the city government. It locates a iniquitous traffic. The white slave trade cannot 
section of the city where boys may go out of be subdued as long as segregation exists. 
curiosity and are lured to evil by persistent solici- 12th. There are hopes for the reformation of 
tation from doors and windows. T.housands of a wayward girl in the early stages of her career. 
men and boys from the country want to "see the If she is driven to a segregated district there is 
town" while in Kansas City. This frequently little prospect for her restoration to virtue. 
means a visit to the red light district. If there 13th. The policy of segregation has utterly 
were no such district men and boys would not look failed to meet the demands of civilized com
for it and would be spared some of the pitfalls of munities for handling this evil. Jane Addams says 
the city. The segregated district is a constant that when "police regulation takes the place of 
invitation to go wrong and we have no right to law enforcement a species of municipal black-
allow such sources of temptation in our city. mail inevitably becomes intrenched." 

A NEW PUBLIC CONSCIENCE. 
6th. A segregated district is a standing invi- Within the last few years, there has arisen a 

tation to owners of buildings to favor prostitution new public conscience on the problem of the social 
because of enormous rents which this business 
affords. Many of Kansas City's respected citizens evil. Va-rious cities have made thorough investi-
have not been able to withstand the temptation of gations. The alarming prevalence of sexual im-
sharing with the prostitute he.r ill-gotten gains. :~.~:li;;:d!f: ~~:o!~e~~~n~h~~~e~:e~ ~~;:n::~°:f: 

7th. Segregation confiscates the property of mand for the adoption of repressive measufes. 
honorable men who have residence buildings for T.here is a ~e~arkable unanimity of opinion among 
rent in the segregated district. No honorable man vice commISSIOns that segregation should no 
will sell or rent his building for vice and the city longer be tolerated and that suppression is the 
has no .right to {}estroy the rental value of only .reasonable attitude that can be adopted. 
property by permitting nuisances in the neigh- The Chicago V1t:!e Commission recommends 
borhood. "constant and persistent repression or prostitu-
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tion as the immediate method; absolute annihila
tion the ultimate ideal." 

The Minneapolis Commission also reeommends 

suppression and admits that the "conclusions 

• • • reached • • • are, in the case of a 
majority • • • of the commission, entirely 
different from those with which we started." 

Des Moines, Iowa, has closed its red light dis
tract. The Chief of Police, J. W. Jenney, said in 

regard to Kansas City : "Don't tolerate a red light 
district, wipe it out. We have now less prostitu
tion in our residence districts than we had before 

the red light district was abolished." 
Mayor Love of Lincoln, Nebraska, w.rites that 

"we do not have as much trouble with vice in 
blocks and rooming houses as we had when we 
tolerated a segregated area." . 

The Philadelphia Vice Commission recommends 

"that all effort to confine prostitution to a given 

district be abandoned ·and that the statutes be 
persistently enforced unifo.rmly throughout the 

city." 
T·he Syracuse, N. Y. Committee on the social 

evil reeommends "that the (segregated) districts 

be ·abolished by the vigorous enfurcement of the 

laws." 
The Boston Chief of Police, Stephen O'Meara, 

is carrying out a policy of suppression. He writes 
that " Restraint by license is ·a surrender to vice 
under the authority of law; restraint by segrega
tion is a compromise with vice illegally made, a 
nullification of laws by public officers appointed 

to enforce them." 
Under date of Aug. 15, 1913, C. G. Bannick, 

Chief of Police of Seattle, writes: "I do not favor 
a segregated district. When we tolerated are

stricted district we had some three thousand un
desirables. We have been able to reduce the un
desirables to less than five hundred. There has 
not been a scattering of undesirables to the resi

dence districtJ; to any great extent." 
Other chiefs of police, discouraged by attempts 

at controlling tolerated vice have become pro
nounced suppressionists. Among these are the 

chiefs of police of Charleston, S. C.; Hoboken, N. 
J.; Portland, Me.; Springfield, Mass. ; Troy and 
Yonkers, N. Y.; and Atlanta, Ga. 

What is being done in Des Moines, Minne
apolis, Atlanta. Boston and Seattle can be done in 

Kansas City. 
5 

SUPPRESSIO X THE OXLY POLICY. 

In advocating a vigorous policy of suppression 
of the social evil, the Church Federation of 

Greater Kansas City is not treading on new 
ground. IT DEMANDS THAT THE LAWS 

AGAINST PROSTITUTION BE ENFORCED. It 

insists that we should have an adequate police 
force both in numbers and in quality to suppress 
prostitution and guard the city from other crimes. 

PREVE~TIVE ~EAS(,RES. 

But we must not stop with suppression of 
crime. We must do all in our power to prevent 
the desire to go astray. To this end we reeom
mend the following constructive agencies of social 
purity: 

1. The gospel of Jesus Christ in possession of 

the hearts of men and women is the greatest in
centive to right living. 

2. A knowledge of the human body and all its 
functions will encourage its proper care and use. 
To this end we favor instruction in sex hygiene 
by the parents at home and by placing suitable 

literature in the hands of the adolescent boys and 
girls. The Federation office will gladly furnish 
information as to where such literature may be 
obtained. 

"Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 

3. Better housing conditions ill Kansas City. 
The passage of the proposed housing code will be 
of inestimable help in this regard. 

4. Close supervision of commercial recreation 
and public parks. 

5. The enforcement of the severest penalties 
against the white slave traffic. 

6. A living wage as the minimum in every in
dustry. 
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Kansas City Daily 
Vacation Bible 

School 
.ll iLY (l TO ACOUST 15. 1914 

WHAT? WHY 
WHERE 
WHEN. 

By the Kansas City Branch o f th ... 
WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGCE 

"'in.an('~d by th .. Cl1U~cb~ 
uf Grt!a~~!, I<Hn~a!4 Cit~ .. 

~ATIONAI. \"Iel-; I'RES IDRNTS , 
Mrs . M . L. Earhart and Mr ... \\' . :-.. C olli"" 

LOCAL Of'FICERS: 
President - MilS. W. J. CAMPBELL 
Vice President MRS. PETER KEITH 
Secretary MISS IDA CLOSSON 
Trealurer • I. B. NORDYKE 
Chm. Finance Com. Mn. A. G. SPARKS 
Chm. Educational Com. MRS. ALVA HAMILTON 

Supervisor of School. REV. RAY YORK 

HEADQUARTERS: 

C~urch Federatitn, 412·13 Swritt Arcade 
KANSAS CITY, .. ISSOURI 
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Kansas City Daily 
Vacation Bible S"'chools 

JULY 6 TG AUGUST I5; I9I4 

What Are Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools? 

Dai(y Vacation Bible Schools are schools held 
in churches during the summer. after the public 
schools are closed. No books are studied. The boys 
are taught to weave baskets. make hammocks and 
to otherwise use their hands profitably. The girls 
learn sewing and other useful handiwork. Bible 
stories are an important feature in the Daily Vaca
tion 'Bible Schools. but no sectarian instruction is 
permitted. Helpful songs are taught. Recreation 
alternates with work. The teachers play games 
with the pupils. A picnic or automobile ride is 
ususlly given the children some time during the six 
weeks term. The schools are taught by college 
students home on vacation. by teachers of the pub
lic schools and by social workers. 

Why Are These Schools Held? 
During the vacation season. many children 

have no place to go except to the streets. Street 
education often means bad education. Many pa
rents are away from home at work during the day. 
and their children are then without supervision. 
Many churches are idle. especially during the sum
mer months. The Bible is not taught in the public 
schools. but much use is made of Bible Stories in the 
Vacation Schools. Many capable student teachers 
are home on vacations. The Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools are organized to profitably employ idle 

children in idle churches under the direction of col
lege students and others who would be otherwise 
out of employment. 

Whcrre Will Thcry Be Hcrld? 
Ten school •• at this date. (June 20th). have 

been arranged for. Others will doubtless be se
cured before the time of opening. The locations of 
the ten schools already provided for are as follows: 

(1) West Side Baptist Ch~h. 13th and Broad
way. Kansas Cityilti1lsourL 

(2) Institutional Ch~ mer Admiral Blvd. 
and Holmes sti.Iit.~ . 

(3) Congregational T~t;emlk:le. 21st and Jeffer
son Streets. KdD;". City. ~uri. 

(4) Forest Avenue Chrig-tian GliiIrch. 16th and 
Forest Streets. . 

(5) Bethel Croatian Mission. 43 N. First Street. 
Kansas City. Kansas. 

(6) Edgerton Place Baptist Church. Fifth and 
Greeley Streets. Kansas City. Kansas. 

(7) 08ltland Park Baptist Church. 14th and Pa
cific Streets. Kansas City. Kansas. 

(8) Chelsea Baptist Church. 26th and Garfield 
Streets. Kansas City. Kansas. 

(9) Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. 29th 
and Holly Streets. 

(10) All Souls Church on St. Louis Ave .• (colored). 
(probable). 

When Will They Begin? 
The Daily Vacation Bible Schools will begin at 

9:00 a. m. on Monday. July 6th. Parents are urged 
to have their children attend punctually and regu
larly. As the expenses of the schools will be paid 
by the friends of the children. there is no fee to at
tend the schools. They are wholly free and the 
boys and girls are inost cordially welcome. 
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[!]ol-----[!] 

Will You Be d Big 
Brother or Big Sister 
To an Unfortunate Child? 
This Leaflet Shows How 
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THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZA

TIONS ARE CO-OPERATING TO 
:.. -.~- _. -, --

MAKE GOOD CITIZENS FROM 

BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE 

A WRONG START: 

THE WOMAN'S INTERDENOMI· 

NATIONAL MISSIONARY COlJNCIL 

MRS. W. B . BROWN, Preaideot 

MRS. W. H.COLLI:-IS, FintY;c"-Pre,,. 

MRS .• IAS. B. WELSH. 2nd , ' i" .. -Pr" ... 

MRS •• I . .J. COMPTON. Secr"tary 

)IRS. M. L. EARHAHT. Cor. S .. crct.,y 

MHS. GOMER THOMAS. Tre."u,,·r 

THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

JACKSON COUNTY 

E. E. PORTEB,,'IELJ) •• Judlte 

DR. E. L. M ,\.THIAS. Pr .. b .. ti .... OUi" .. r 

THE CHURCH FEDERATION 

OF GREATER KANSAS CITY 

B. M. BEARJ)SLEY. Preaideot 

NAT SPENCER, E"eruth'" Secretar,. 

To the Protestants 

Each week the Juve nile Court of Jackson 
County handles from fiftren to fifty cases. 
Whe n Judge Porterfield commits children to 
institutions it is us ua lly because he thinks 
th ey do not have proper supervision at home, 
Catholics, J ews, an d :\egroes have pro vIsion 
for tb e care of their Juvenile Court delin
quents. Heretofore there has been no united 
effort made by th e Protesta nt churche s. 
:Vlost of the de linquents ha\'e some denom
inati ona l preference, but do not a ttend Sun
day School. 

11any of tbe less serious offenders have 
gone wrong on account of bad influences 
for which they are in no way r espons ible. 
Their own home should be the bes t institu
tion in which to keep th em, bu t ill their own 
homes, or their environme nts, there may be 
something lacking which has caused their 
J€'linquency. A good friend may be just the 
on e to start the boyar girl on the road to 
reformation. 

The purpose of asking you to be a friend 
to one who needs your sympathy is twofold: 
first, to enable the judge of the JU\'enile 
Court to all ow an unfortunate boyar girl to 
r emain in hi s own home, instead of commit
ting him to an inst itutio n; an d second, to 
gh'e th e wayward youth the fri endsh ip of 
one who is in a position to mould his char
acter for good citizenship. Already the 
r esu lts have proved the value of the Big 
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Brother and the Big Sister plan which is just 
getting into operation. 

That this work may be done successfully, 
a general secretary has been secured by the 
Woman's Inter-denominational Missionary 
Council to co-operate with the churches. 
The general secretary attends ali the ses
sions of the Juvenile Court and learns the 
conditions surrounding the boys and girls in 
trouble. Through the representative of their 
preferred denomination, -she finds them a 
Big Brother or a Big Sister. This new friend 
enters into their lives with the object of 
strengthening their characters by Christian 
influence. 

This letter is sent as an appeal to all 
Protestant Churches in the city, hoping 
every member will give to it his loyal sup
port. The sum of five hundred dollars a 
year is needed to carryon this work suc
cessfully. Three hundred dollars has been 
apportioned among all the Protestant 
Churches with the thought that interest in 
the work will result in securing the amount 
needed. What more practical Home Mission 
work could be undertaken? There is much 
responsibility but the reward is great. 

ThoRe desiring further information or 
wishing to contribute to the support of this 
Home Mission enterprise of the Woman's 
Council may address the 

CHl'RCH FEDERATIO," OF GUE.lTER 
KA.,"SAS CITY 

412.13 Scarritt Arcade 
Kunsas City. Mo. 

"In •• mucb alll)"e h.,-. done it onto one of th .. 
lea.t of the." my brethrpn, :ye have do"" it 
unto Me." 

58. 





c 

Appendix H. 

=========nf========= 

~rtattr lCansas (!titU. 

HENRY M. BEARDSLEY. PREsiDENT 

NAT SPENCER. EXEc:UTlvE 5EcAETARY 

HEADQUARTERS 

- 412 .. 13 · SCA~RITT ARCADE 

KANSAS CITY. MO. 
HOME PHONE MAIN 3302 
BELL. PHONE MAIN 3320 

. . ' , 
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We (fjurch Federation 
I 
'The Church Federation of 'Greater Kansas City is an organ-

ization of 14 denominations comprising 77 churches with ap
proximately 30,000 members through which Christian men are 
uniting for civic righteousness and for promotion of the interests 
of the Kingdom of God'; • 

Such an Organization is needed 

First-To discourage overlapping and duplication of re
religious worK. 

Second-To serve as a clearing house of religious infor
mation. 

Third-To increase the efficiency of present organizations. 
Fourth-To bring the Gospel' to religiously neglected dis

. tricts. 
Fifth-To combine the forces of righteousness against civic 

evils. 
Sixth-To exemplify the essential unity of the churches of 

Jesus Christ. . 

HOW TH}j}SE NE~DS ARE BEING MET 

(1) /Ten :denominations have agreed to submit all questions 
of location of new churches to the Advisory Committee of the 
Church Federation for its approval. The Advisory Committee is 
composed of one member from each denomination. It carefully 
considers and makes recommendations regarding proposed loca
tions. -It has already passed on seven locations. We now have 
a workable .and working plan to overcome future duplication of 
church work m. Kansas City. i 

(2) The Federation is a clearing house of religious inform
ation. 

Ca) 1t ' publishes a directory of all the churches of all the denomina
tions in Greater Kansas City. giving the locations of the churches 
and 'the names of the ministers with their residence and phone 
numbe.Ts. Arrangements are being made to revise, enlarge and 
bring the first edition of thitl directory down to date, 

(b) It keeps the genominational year books on file, making available 
the religious statistics of all the larger denominations in the South
west. 

(c) It collects all the weekly church bulletins known to be printp,1 in 
Greater Kansas City. From these bulletin'a is secured most of the 
Information given in the "Pupit and Pew" Column of the Kansas 
City Journal. Other religious publiCity is obtained through speCial 
matter in the Star and Post. 
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(d) From the above and other sources of information tt Is usually able 
to answer the numerous Inquiries whtch cOme to the Federation 
office. If the desired Into.rmation Is not at hand the secretary w11l 
do all In his power to get · it. As a clearing house of religious In
formation the Federation Is growing in popularity. 

(3) The efficiency of existing organizations is being in
creased through co-operative service instituted by the Federation, 

(a) By the religIOUS services at the McElroy Farm, the cou~~ry's home 
for dependent and delinquent girls. The Kansas City Baptist 
Training School, the. Scardtt Bible and Training School and the 
Kansas City National Training School are gladly co-operating in 
holding .religlous services for this exceedingly Interesting group ot 
40 girls. Similar services are open to us at the McCune Farm tor 
boys and at the Jackson County Home tor the Aged. 

(b) By the Big Brotners and Big Sisters' Movement. The Fede.ration 
secured the co-operation of the Woman's Interdenominational Mis
sionary Council and the Juvenile Court in getting Christian men 
and women to become Denonal [riends ot the Protestant wards of 
the Juvenile Court. The Juvenile Court secretary has already re
ported .that 25 Big Brothers and Big Sisters are interested in as 
many delinquent boys and girls. A city wide need was tound and 
the existing organizations are now working together to render a 
notablese.rvice which will benefit both the heillers and the helped. 

(e) By arranging tor religious services. The Federation is in tele
phonic communication with the leaders of Gospel Teams and makes 
dates for them In Churches. Churches are also sUllPlied with in
dividual speakers. The ~deration is frequently able to fill Sunday 
appointments as late as Saturday afternoon. About 100 dates for 
religious se.rvlces have been made .by the Federation. 

(d) By the Executive Secretary's co-operation with such organizations 
as the Daily Vacation Bible Schools, the Fede.ration of Negro 
Charities and the Board of Public Welfare, and with timely asslst
·ance to such ·movements as the Flying Squadron and the Purity 
Congress. 

(4) The religiously neglected districts are receiving : the 
attention of the Federation. It has plans for assisting the work 
for the Slavs of Kansas City, Kas., the Negroes of the West Bot
toms and the Italians of the North Side. Under the direction of 
the Missionary Committee of the Federation, Gospel teams, 
Brotherhoods and other men's organizations are now holding 
nightly evangelistic services at 710 Main street in connection 
with the religious work of the Helping Hand Institute. 

(5) The FederatWn has given active 8upport to the war
fare .against the saloon .and to the overthrow of vice in Kansas 
City. The Society for SU'ppression of Commercialized Vice has 
its headquarters in the Federation office. Although not ex
clusively a church or~anization, it was born in a church, is sus
tained largely by church · people and is the organization through 
which the church 'carries on its fight against vice. The Soeiety 
is exerting a strong, constant influence for the enforcement of , 
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law, for a higher moral standard, and the enactment of such 
laws as will place commercialized vice under the best known . 
means of suppression. 

(6) The Co-operation of the churches has already shown to 
Kansas City that a genuine harmony of purpose prevails and 
that churches can be united in the promotion of the best interests 
of the city and for the extension of the Kingdom of God. Church 
Federation is still in its infancy but we have progressed enough 
to see some of its far-reaching .possibilities. 

"Church federation 
stands for the greatest 
effort toward the unitl) 
of 'Christendom which 
Christendom has seen 
since it first stood di- · 
vided against itself. In 
the magnitude of its 
blessings it mal) repre
sent the greatest gift 
which America has l)et 
given to the world." 

-Dr. C. F. Aked. 
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~, 
ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

OF THE 

Church Federation of 
Greater Kansas City 
OCTOBER 19th, 1914 

PretidCDl, HENRY M. BEARDSLEY 

Rev. W. F. Rlchar-dsoD 
Rev. W. S. Abernethy 
Re·v. S. J. Heaton 

R. A. Long 
Em.on A. . Neel 
W. B. Sutton. Jr. 

~r 

J . R. Dominick 

Eseeatl-re Seel'e'tary 

Nat Spencer 
Home Phone. Main llSOIl 
Bell Phone. Main 8320 

Geaeral ..... auten 
412-13 Scarrltt A.rcade 

Kans(Ls City. Mo. 
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FEDERATION COMMITTEES 

Publle Mor ... 

Rev. E . Comble Smith, D.O., Chairman 

R
Rev. Geo. P . Baity. D.O. Alfred Greg ory 

ev. L . .J. Marshall, D.O. Fred F . McClure 
Dr. W. O. Cottey W . B. Sutton, .Jr. 

Relllrloua Edu_tloll 

.Judge .J. H . Hawthorne, Chairman 

D. P . Gribben Leslie .J. Lyons 
Rev. Chas. R. Nisbet, D.O. Rev . .J. P. O'Brien. 0.0 
Ch~~.ellor D. S. Stephens,Re.". Chas. W . Moore. D.O. 

"avelllle Work 

Rev. Geo. E. Newell, D.O., Chairman 

R. L. Flynn .Judge H. L. McCune 
.J. S. Mendenhall .Judge E . E. Porterfield 
Mrs. M. R. Doa ne Mrs. W. B. Brown 

Soela) Bette .... e .. t 

. Rev. Frank G. Smith, D.O., Chairman 
Rev. C. B. Miller E . T. Brigham 
Rev . .J. M. Dunlavey C. G. Lord ' 
C. W . Trickett Francis A. Wright, Jr. 

Advbor7 eo .... tt_ 

M. F. Simmons, Chairman, M. E. North 
Fletcher Cowherd 

Christian ' 
Dr. W . S. Abernethy, 

First Baptls.t 
Rev J . F. Caskey 

M. E . South ' 
F. M. Robinson 

Pres byterlal4 • 
J. G. Hutchison 

United Presbyterian 

Henry M. Beardsley, 
Congregational 

C. C. Pickett. 
Friends 

A. L. Cook, 
Meth. Prot., K. C. K. 

R. J . Cathcart, 
Ref. Presby.terlan 

Dr. J . H. Burkett. 
United Bretbren 

111"'0 ... 
Frank W . Osborn, Cbalrman 

E . T. Brlgbam GOodwin Creuon 
Harry T. Frazier F. G. Crandall 
L. A. Halbert 0 J Hm 
.J. G. Hutchison Rev: W. H . Taylor 
J . G. Trimble F . A. Wrlcbt, Sr. 

Langston Bacon 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SEC
RETARY OF THE CHURCH FED
ERATION OF GREATER KANSAS 
CITY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
OCTOBER 19. 1914. 

.-------.MONG THE CHIEF OBJECTS of the 
formation of the Church Federation 
were to get the churches to do as a 
whole what c()Uld not be done as in-

15~~~;;1 dlviduals nor as denominations ; to 
114 114 expNl8s the essential unity of our 

beliefs in the great fundamental principles of the 
religion of Jesus Christ; to co-operate in works 
of civic righteousness and to in a meaaure 
exemplify the eternal principle of the brotherhood 
of manlrtnd. I am pleased to say that during the 
past year considerable progress has been made. 
The voyage of the Federation ship has not been 
wholly In pleasant weather, but neither has it 
been devoid of stimulating Influences and invigor
ating accomplishments. 

SUPPLYING SPEAKERS FOR 
RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

The Federation maintains religious services at 
the McElroy Farm, the county's home for depend
ent and delinquent girls. Mrs. Keith, the super
intendent, heartily co-operates in these Sunday 
afternoon meetings whJch have been regularly 
held duTing the last nine months. There are 
about forty girls at the home ranging in age from 
six to sixteen years. They come from the Juvenile 
Court and many are there not for wrong doing 
but because they h·aveno suitable homes. The 
services have been conducted quite largely by 
representatives from the Scarrltt Bible and Train
ing School, the Kansas City National Training 
School for Deaconesses and the Kansas City Bap-, 

I 
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tist Theological Seminary. During the vacations 
ot tbese schools when the services ot their 
stUdents were not available other speakers filled 
the appointment. 

There are now about 25 Gos·pel teams in 
G.reater Kansas City who~ services may be 
secured through the Federation. Yesterday a ten 
days' revival service was begun in the Westport 
M. E. Church, conducted by Gospel Teams. About 
a dozen other appointments for Gospel Team work 
have already been made and the Feder'ation omce 
can now supply almost any Sunday or other even
ing date with servIces by earnest Christian men 
who are leading many into the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ. 

One week ago last Saturday a call came at 4:30 
in the afternoon tor a morning and evening sup
ply tor a church in Kansas City, Kansas . . Within 
an hour the Federation oftice was able to tele
phone back that a ministe.r had been secured for 
the morning service and that a 'Gospel Team 
would be on hand tor the evening service. ' For 
another church three weeks' vacation supplies 
were secured. Some of the calls are supplied 
personally by the secretary who is usually avaU
able for such service. 

Last Tuesday one of the leading pastors of 
Kansas City phoned that he would be out of town 
the next Sunday and asked if r knew of a man who 
could give a strong address on civic righteousness 
and keep politics out of his talk. The man was 
found within half an hour and yesterday a large 
audience in the Grand Avenue Temple listened to 
a strong presentation of the civic duties of Christ
ians by C. S. BiShop, General Secretary of the 
Y. M. C. A. All pastors are cordially invited to 
call upon the Federation for this supply service 
whenever It is desired. Further extension of this 

4 

service is open to the Federation by securing reg
ular religious services for the McCune Farm and 
the Jackson County Home for the Aged. The 
superintendents of both these institutions have 
already signified their approval of such services. 

THE LOCATION OF CHURCHES 
AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

Kansas City has about one church to the 
thousand people. This includes churches of all 
denominations. The city is not over-ehurched 
but in many instances the churches are not lO
cated so as to serve the largest number of people. 
The province of the Advisory Committee is to ap
prove or disapprove of proposed new locations. It 
has no authority to enforce its recommendations 
and no denomination is bound to abide by its de-

. cisions. Yet the disinterested advice of the eleven 
representatives of as many denominations Is not 
lightly disregarded. 

Five locations have already been passed upon. 
The Christian denomination, the first to endorse 
the Advisory Committee, was the fiTSt to seek its 
advice. The committee approved of the proposed 
mission at 59th and, Main in the Country Club 
district. For the situation at 43rd and Montgall, 
the Committee e~pTessed the hGpe that before 
erecting a permanent building the Christian de
nomination would find a location at a greater . 
distance from the Prospect Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. The request of the Cumberland Presby
terian negroes to purchase from the Adventists 
the brick church at 14th and Michigan was ap
proved. The committee likewise favored the loca
tion of a M. E. ChUTCh South at 50th and Hardesty 
and of a M. E. South Sunday School at 50th and 
Prospect 

At the last meeting of the committee there 
occured a splendid lllustration of the fine Christ-

5 
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Ian Spirit which is being manifest in this some
what delicate matter of the location of churches. 
The chairman of the missionary organization of 
one of our leading denominations saw that the 
sentiment of the committee was for the location 
ofa church of another denomination upon a field 
which his own church had hoped to occupy, yet 
he magnanimously made the motion to give the 
field to the applying denomination. All the re
commendations of the committee have been unan
imous. 

As Sunday Schools are very often the parents 
of churches the Advisory Committee has asked 
the different denominations to receive advice on 
the location of Sunday Schools as well as 
churches. It is now believed that we have a 
workable and wo,rking plan by which future du
plication of church work in greater Kansas City 
will be avoided. 

THE FEDERA.TION OF 
COLOmD CHA.RITIES , 

The Federation office is Headquarters for the 
Federation of Colored Charities, a new organiza
tion which Is simpllfying, systemitizing and econ
omizing charity Work for negroes. One tenth of 
our population is colored and they are not so well 
prepared as whites to meet adverse condltlons of 
life. Business men favor the Federation of Negro 
Charities as it eliminates unworthy objects, re
duces the number of solicitations and assures 
them that the funds will be economically admin
Istered . .' There Is urgent need fo.r a f,arm for col
ored boys similar to the McCune farm tor white 
boys. There Is little to be desired In the magni
ficent Home for the Aged that Jackson County' 
has provided for dependent 'whites but the 
abominable quarters reserved for the blacks Is a 
disgrace to our city and county. 

6 

THE RELIGIOUSLY NEGLECTED 
DISTRICTS 

A strong Missionary Committee ot 12 earnest 
men is working on the problem ot the evangeli
zation of the neglected districts. At the suggestion ' 
of R. A. Long a study of the most neglected local
ities has been made and three especially needy 
districts have been located. They are the West 
Bottoms, north-west of the old Union Depot; the 
Helping Hand District north of eighth street and 
west of Locust, and the Italian District east af 
Locust and north of eighth street. 

The West Bottoms Is a colored district. It 
formerly had two churches but now both are 
closed. It has no mission, Sunday School nor 
~reational facilities. As a start for wO,rk In the 
West Bottoms a' Negro Dally Vacation Bible 
School was conducted at 22 North James street 
on the Kansas Side last summer. 103 colored 
boys and girls we.re enrolled. Three capable 
colored teachers were secured. The chUdren 
were taught Bible stories, industrial work, songs 
and games. The quality of wO,rk done, and the 
daily attendance compared favor'ably with that 
ot the eleven white schools in Greater Kansas 
City. 

The first day of the colored Vacation School 
two adult colored women came and asked if they 
might attend and learn to sew. It occured to 
so~ of us ' that ' such desire fo,r better home con
ditions' should be encouraged. One of the teach
ers was asked to see how many colored women 
wanted a night school. She found 87. Fifty 
colored men e.lso wanted such a school. Upoo 
presentation of the facts to superintendent 
Cammack he gladly established a night school 
tor colored adults In the Sumner Building. The 
school is now In operation two hours a night tor ., , 
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three nights in the week. The next move of the 
Missionary Committee in this district will be to 
secure regular religious training for the,· young. 

The Helping Hand Institute is in the center of 
an area of approximately three quarters of a 
square mile which has about 7000 people. With 
the exception of St. Joseph's Catholic Church 
'there is no church building in this district. The 
Helping Hand does valuable and effective religious 
work but cannot give the service needed for so 
large a field. The Missionary Committee hopes 
to employ an additlonal religious worker in the 
Helping Hand Institute. This is in harmony with 
the established policy of the Federation to use ex
isting organizations rather than to establish new 
Institutions. 

In the Italian district there are 2500 boys and 
girls from 5 to 20 years of age, about 1000 of 
whom are in 'public or parochial schools. Sever
al hundred of the Italian children are reached by 
the Institutional Church. ' The Presbyterian Ital
ian Mission under the leadership of ' Rev. De 
Pamphillis Is doing excellent work but they have 
not the means to do all they would like to do. 
Italian Protestants will go a long distance to 
church but ,a few blocks is prohibitive to those 
not especially interested in a Protestant Mission. 
Rev. De Pamphillis would like to open two addi
tional rooms for preaching in the Italian quarters. 
If his wife were relieved of some of her domestic 
duties she could render more effective service as 
a religious visitor. These improvements would 
greatly strengthen the Italian mission work in 
Kansas City. 

The missionary committee estimates tliat its 
plans for work in these three neglected districts 
will call for 'an expenditure of about $01,000. It 
has a plan whereby it hopes to secure the needed 
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funds. The work as outlined above has the en
dorsement of the Ministerial AlUance and the 12 
earnest men of the missionary co~ttee will do 
their best to see this united missionary enter
prise in operatiOn. The problem is too large for 
anyone church or denomination. It is a respon
sibility that rests on all the churches and one 
which all should carry. 

THE SUPPRESSION 
OF VICE 

The Public MO,rals Committee of the Church 
Federation called the matting of October 0, 1913 
in the Grand Avenue Temple Which resulted In the 
formation of the Society for Suppression of Com- , 
mercialized Vice. The sec,retary of the Church 
Federation is secretary of the Society for Sup
pression of Vice. All the houses of the old vice 
district were closed within one week by common 
law injunctions. The Society has during the 
year routed out many immoral pJ.aces, secu,red 
some convictions and is waging a continuous 
fight on the social evil. We have spent over 
$4000 and accomplished much good but a huge 
task is still ahead. 

The society is attempting three lines of work: 
the suppression of vice by the enforcement of law; 
the education of the public ,to higher moral stand
a.rds of living and the enactment of better laws 
for overcoming the evU. In an educational way 
we have had addresses by John Hammond of 
Des Moines, Dr. Jenkin Lloyd Jones of Chicago 
and .Blshop W. T. Sumner of Oregon. We bave 
secured for Kansas City the Congreu of the 
World's Purity Federation which meets here Nov. 
5th to 9th, 1914. At this congress will be held 
discussions by experts of all phases of the social 
evil question. We believe that the influence of 
this congress will be forceful in securing, for 
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Missouri the necessary legislation to help subdue 
vice in Kansas City. Whlle the task of subduing 
vice is enormous and progress at times is slow, 
yet the only thing to do is to keep on enforcing 
the law as well as ,possible, educating public 
sentiment as fast as may be and working for legal 
en·actments that will be of lasting benetlt. 

The Society for Suppression of Commercialized 
Vice pays the salary of the Federation stenog· 
rapher who does wO.rk for beth organizations. 
This materially lessens the financial obligations 
of the Federation and makes It possible for the 
secretary to give considerable time to the Society 
for Suppression of Commercialized Vice. 

lUVENILE COURT 
DELINQUENTS 

The Federation Is co·operating with the Wo
men's Interdenominational Missionary Councll 
and the Juvenile court fO.r christian oversight o.f 
Protestant Juvenile delinquents. Each week the 
Juvenile Court of Jackson COunty han!lles from 
fifteen to fifty cases. When Judge Porterfield 
commits children to institutions it is usually ba. 
cause he thinks they do not h·a\'e proper super
vision at home. Catholics and Jews have made 
provision for the care of their Juvenile Court da. 
linquents. Heretofore we Protestants have not. 
Most of the delinquentl\ have some denominational 
preference but do not attend Sunday School. 

Many of the less serious offenders have gone 
wrong on account of bad Influences for which they 
are in no way responsible. The boy's own ho.e 
should be the best inltitution In which to keep 
him, but in his own home there may be something 
lacking which has caused his deUnCluenc7. A good 
friend may be just the one to start the boy or girl 
on the road to reformation. 

Mrs. M. R. Doane has been secured b7 the 
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Women's Interdenominational Missionary CoUDell 
to act as their Secretary at the Juvenile Court •. 
This court is in session at the County Court House 
every FrIday morning. The Secretary attends the 
Juvenile Court Sessions and learns the circum
stances connected with the boy's trouble. Through 
the rep.resentatlve of his preferred denomination. 
she finds him 'a Big Brother or a Big Sister. Thia' 
new Christian friend enters Into the bo7'S llfe 
with the object of reforming .his character. WlIat . 
more practical Home Missionary work could . be 
undertaken? 

A leaflet explaining the Big Brother and ~ 
Sister plan is In preparation and will soon ' be 
ready for distribution. This work for Juve~Ue 
Court delinquents bids fair to become an ideal 
piece of Federation work. An urgent city wide 
need is presented. An existing organisation Is 
found to take up the worIt. TM Federation helps 
provide a plan and get It Into operation retainin,g 
only advisory connection with It. It Is anticipate4 
that a slmllru- work will be taken up In Kan.eaa 
City, Kansas as SOOn as the work Is, well atarted . 
here. 

:RELIGIOUS EDUCA.TION 

The Federation co-operates with the KaD8&8 
City Training School for Sunday School Workers. 
The school last winter was very successful. The 
present season's work began Mon4ay ' evening 
October 11th, at the Y. W. C. A. and will continu.; 
each Monday evening during the Winter months. 

Judge J. H. Hawthorne, Chairman of the Be. 
lig1ou8 Education Committee has been dolag BODie 
valuable Sunday'SchOoI worIt. Be bas talleR from. 
twenty to fifty of his own large class at ta. LfD
wood Bonlevard Preabyterlan Church aDd visited 
other churches. He has foun •• and enClOUl'aged 
a number of schools and hu a place for moF~ . 
ethcUve work during the eomlng seuon. . ~, 
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method of taking large delegations f.rom his own 
class to other churches has proven so effectual 
that he will endeavor to start the same work by 
other large Bible classes. The union of men's 
Bible classes thToughout the city will form a basis 
of work for civic righteousness which ,:"ill be in
valuable in city affairs. 

THE FEDERATION AND THE 
PURITY CONGRESS 

Twelve religious and civic organizations of 
Kansas City are co-operating in the arrangements 
fQr the Congress of the World's Purity Federation. 
The secretary of the Federation is General Secra
taTYof the Committee of Sixty. A partial list of 
the speakers on the program is ·published: It in
cludes many of the most thoughtful specialists on 
social morals that our country affords. Mrs. 
Booth-Cllbborn of England, the eldest daughtM of 
General Wm. Booth wlll be on the program. She 
will also conduct a seTies of religiOUS ~eetings at 
the Grand Avenue Temple immediately after the 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the f·ar reaching effects which the Con
gress promises is in pl't)ducing a eentiment which 
will :result In better moral law. from the nen 
Mis80uTi legislature. Oppolition to vice in Kansas 
Clty Is handicapped by inadequate laws. There 
are four other Societies for S11'ppreaalon of Com
mercialized Vice in Missouri outside of Kansas 
City. All will work tOgether to secure adequate 
legislation nen winter and we are counting on 
sentiment and facts from the Purity Congreaa to 
seCure the laws. 

Sunday, November 8th, haa been named aa 
Purity Sunday by the governors of many states. 
On 'that day the Purity CoDgreu will be in aesaion 
here and many prominent speakers will be avaU-
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able fo.r 'church services. Rev. Frlllllt G. Smith, 
D.D., pastor of the First CongregatiODal Churcll 
1a chairman of the Pulpit Supply Committee and 
arrangements f~r speakers can be made through 
him. 

The executive secretary of the Federation hav
ing attended the laat session of the Purity COD
greas and learning of the talent available for the 
Kansas City mesting most strongly urges pastol'l. , 
to give the meetings the widest pub1lcity poalll.b1e. 
The meetings have a deep reUgiolUl tone. ' All are 
opened with prayer. )(any IOClal workers .'' '' 
urging the futillty of anti-vice dorts 1lnleu tll87 
are based on a religious foundation. KaDaa. Ql17 
church people should rally around th1a Co~ 
as an effective force in the SUppressiOD of vice lB 
our midst. 

OFfiCE ACTIvrrUS 
The Federation otftce is a busy place. It t8 . ' 

headquarters for the Soc1etJ for Suppreaaion or 
Commercialized Vice, the I'ed~ration of Necro 
Charities, the Purity Congreaa, the &8IIipmeat Gl, . 
Goitpel Teams and other reUgloua meetlap, o.e 
Dally Vacation Bible Schools, tlJ.e various coa
mlttees of the Federation work and the d8'feJ8P
ment of constructive plana for lnter-denomill"'; 
tional church enterprises. 

An interesting incident in the last year's work 
has been the collection of a $600 fund for a school 
in Central Africa under the management of DIm 
CrawforIL Mr. Crawford's address lB the GraDel
A.venue Temple aroned much interest in hi .... 
sioDaTY work and secured an offering of Dearl7' 
$ZOO. The pupUs of Westport and Central Blah 
schools took up the matter and subscribed more 
than enough to complete the neeea&1'T fluid of 
$500. ' But; veTY properly, 80licitatioQ8 and eoIlec-
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tion of funds were not permitted at the schools 
and the students worked at a disadvantage. Many 
subscriptions were made on the monthly pay
ments of a few cents each. Vacations came and 
the students scattered. The Federation office 
undertook the collection of the funds subscribed 
and the securing of new subscriptions. We have 
been pounding away at the task and have almost 
reached the goal. To be exact, we now have in 
the bank for the Dan Crawford school $497.26 and 
the $500 will soon be forwarded to W. R. Moody, 
of Northfield, Massachusetts, for a "Westport
Central" school for Kansas City in the "middle of 
the Middle" of Africa. 

The funds for the Negro Daily Vacation Bible 
School in the West Bottoms were largely con
tributed by the business houses of that section. 
The Presbyterian Fellowship House contributed 
$30 in rent. Friends of the wo.rk contributed 
service. The Daily Vacation Bible School has 
credited the Federation with $267.00,. making a 
total of $767.00 secured during the year for 
benevolent objects through the Federation. 

The Federation receives from the printers 
copies of the Church Bulletins. From this and 
other sources are secured the materials for the 
"Pulpit and Pew" column of the Kansas City 
Journal. Items of iriterest are given to the other 
city papers. The advantages of this ·publicity 
service would be greatly extended if all pastors 
would send in news of their churches that would 
interest others. Church news in newspapers 
extends the work of the church and is a certain 
means of increasing church attendance. 

Aside from the actual accomplishments, the .. 
very fact of federation is a strong influence in 
the public mind to extend the co-operation of 
various denominations. The way to co-operate Is 
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:0 ~o-operate. The more interdenominational Work, 
s one the more barriers are broken down Our 

tpresenth task is not to get de. nominations to' agree 
o eac others pec Ii ·t· . u arl les nor to secure the 

abandonment of cherished beliefs but to find th 
fundamentals of ' e 
chri t· our common beliefs and unite the 

s. Ian forces of Greater Kansas City in Work 
~n:~~~~ousness for the advancement of th: 

RECOJUlENDA.'l'lOD 

The executive secretary ~''1h .. 
recommendations: AS to pres,... .' - "' 

(1) That the Committee on Finance be com
posed, as far as possible, of the chairmen of the 
city missionary organizations of the various de
nominations. That this committ devise an 
equ a e es of the Fed
eration and req\1.eBt the denominational miSSionary 

. organizations to assume their respective portions 
of the budget. When the denominational mission
ary organizations have assumed the financial ob
ligatio~ .. ~!/...!!l9t Federation then the smaller 
churcM~£ate to join for financial reasons.' 
We need all the churches to do the most effective 
service. This plan, it is believed, will consider
ably increase our membership. 

(2) The second recommendation is for a regu
lar monthly meeting of the Executive Committee. 
Perhaps this could occur at lunch time. The sec
retary has often felt the need of advice and yet 
the instances did nots66m of sufficient importance 
to justify a special meeting. Now that the work 
of the Federation is expanding and various im
'portant questions continually arising these pro
posed monthly meetings of the Executive Com-
mittee are vel'y much desired. I 0 ~ 

15 



Appendix I. 

The secretary desires to express his gratitude 

to the members of the Federation for their uni

form courtesy and kindly assistance. The Federa

tion has a great ml8alon and Ita problema can only 

be wo.rted out by the exercise of a christian spirit 

and in the guidance of tbe Source of InIlnite wis

dom and patience. 
NAT SPENCER. 

Jil:J:ecutiTe Secretary. 
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~--------------~----~I~ 
What K,ansas Gity Men 

THINK ABt(pT 

CHURCH FEDEltATION 

~----------------------~ 
GEO. N. NE}'}', Dally Drovers' Telegram: 

"This Federation can be of immense value 
in securing legislation for civic betterment." 

REV. E. P. ANDERSON, D. D., Dlst. Supt. M. E. 
Church: 

"It will bring aboot a kIndlier feeling, and 
convince the world that we be brethren." . 

}'. P. NEAL. Chm. Bel. Directors Southwest Na
tional Bank of Commerce: 

"I am in cordial sympathy with Christian 
unity in purpose and spirit." 

R. A. LONG. Pres. The Long-Bell Lumber Co.: 
. "Church federation of coorse impiles co
operation, which makes possible more thorough, 
elficient and elfectlve work than can possibly 
be obtained througJh divided elfort." 

REV. L. J. MARSHALL,Pastor Wabash Avenue 
Christian Church: 

"Church federation Is the genius of Chris
tianity, In action. It is the spirit of our age, 
expressing itself in religious terms." 

f 
REV. GEORGE BEISW ANGER, Pastor Memorial 

Lutheran Church: 
"Any great organization that has conscience 

and heart as well as brain must prove a force 
for good." j. 

REV. 8 ... PERKINS, P.stor Jutsen Avenue 
Christi.. C •• reh: 

"It would be impossible to calculate the 
strength of the religious forces of Greater Kan
sas City In a real Federation movement," 
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A. G. PEARSON, General Seeretary Y. H. C. A .. 
Kansas City, Kansas: 

"Union is strength-Our basis the same
The problem of one is the problem of all. Let's 
get together for solution and work." , 

HENRY L. lOST, Mayor of Kansas City, Mo.: 
"Those who serve Christ should serve Him 

without discord, Illnd by harmonious and united 
action, raise the work of soul-savi-ng to the 
highest plane of efficiency." 

JUDGE 1. H. HAWTHORNE: 
"The power of the Churches in directing 

and controlling the moral standards and the 
good government of the city can be best ap
plied t hrough a well organized Church Federa
tion." 

BISHOP EUGENE R. HENDRIX, Methodist Epls. 
copal Church South: 

"Church federation gets the be·st out of 
every church fO.r the Master and gives the best 
to every federated church to enable it to be
come strong ·for work." 

ROBT. KEITH, Robert Keith Furniture &; Carpet 
Co.: 

"'In union there is strength.' Co-operation 
is what 1s needed in ChrIstian work. There
fore, Church Feder&tion of Greater ~ansas City 
should commend itself to all Christian people." 

L. A. HALBERT; Supt. Board of PubUc Welfare: 
"An active chulrch federation will undoubt

edly direct the attention of the oou.rches more 
strongly to the task of saving the city and Us 
people land save each church trom trying to 
build up itself in any selfl·sh way." 

CHARLES W. SCARRITT, Mgr. Scarrltt Estate: 
"The Federa.tion of Ohurches is the 

modernization of religious work. Effectiveness 
·is Jncreasedand power is mulUp.JIed by co
operation. Your Federation furnishes the. bond 
that makes . this possible." 

REV. CLAUDE B. MILLER, Past.or Central Bap. 
tlst Church: 

"The 'Common Sen·se' of this age demands 
that we as representatives of the Kingdom, co
operate. I do not ask for sacrifice of principle, 
but III measuring up to our p.rivileges and op
portunities." 

LOUIS R. ASH, Former City Engineer: 
"I heartily endorse tdle ideoa of church fed

eration as outlined in your constitution and 
believe it essential to future growth and powe.r 
of the church. Schisms in the church present 
o'ne of the best arguments for the non-church
man to rema.in outside." 

REV. WH. A. REX, Pastor Reformed Church 
U. S.: 

"What has been -the salvation of many 
other things wHl 'prove the salvation of the 
Protestant Church in many of the present day 
.problems. 'Get together.' The first step is 
Feder·ation." 

REV. W. T. McCLURE, D. Doo Presiding Elder, M. 
E. Church South: 

"The Constitution of the Church Federation 
of Greater ~ansas City Is splendid. The pur
pose of the organization is Ideal. It ought to 
enlist the prayerful consideration and hea.rty 
co-operation of a1l of God's children in this 
city." .. 

E. L. McCLURE, Maxwell.McClure.Fltts Dry 
Goods Company: 

"I firmly bel'leve in co-operation among 
Christian churches, thereby avoiding duplica
tion of work which means 'a waste of energy, 

. . as well as money. Economy of :purpose is the 
common spirit of the age, and why should not 
Chrlstilin denominations use common sense, for 
they sh'ould not be in any sense competitor.s, 
but have a Mgher motive .prompted pe.rhaps by 
.a spirit of wholesome rivalry to excel in excel-
lent work." . 
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MV. F. S. ARNOtJ), J). J) .. Pastor Ftnt Pres
byterian Church: 

"New times demand new policies; the cry
,ing need of the church of today is a united 
policy that will stop the present waste of men 
and money, and make it possible to push for
ward to thereallzation of vaster issues." 

HE~RY M. BEARDSLEY, Former Mayor and 
President of the National Congregational 
Brotherhood: 

"The active, efficient federation of the 
ohurches means an economy in expenditure, ·an 
increase of efl'iciency and the multiplication of 
the respect for and of the strength of the 
churches." 

D. S. STEPHENS, D. D .. Chancellor Kansas City 
UniTerslty: 

"Church Federation supplies an opportun
ity for good people of the community to work ' 
together for the highest welfare of the people. 
It is in the line of the spirit of the age. It 
enables the better forces of society t-o attain 
a soHdarlty that otherwise is impossible." 

J. B. DOMINICK. Pres. Traders National Bank: 
"The Church Federation of Greater Kansas 

City serves :a good purpose and should meet 
with hearty Iinlpport because It affords the in
dividual churches and the individual members 
of those churches a greater means of dealing 
with the broader issues for good in thl-s com
munity than would be possible acting separ
ately." 

E. D. BIGELOW, Seer. Board of Trade and Pres. 
Congregational Union: 

"Church Feder.ation can but appeal to every 
. one· who is desirous of seeing the Church do 
the best possible work for humanity. The 
working TOGETHER representing a soUd 
phalanx for the good and against th'at which is 
evil, would be an irresi·stable torce in the com
munity. Together, why not?" 

REV. W. F. RICHARnSON, D. J) .. Pastor First 
Christian Church f 

"No movement of modern times promises 
so much for ,the advancement of m~al reforms, 
in my judgment,as that which finds the Chris
tian Churches of America uniting their prayers 
and their efforts, in I federated activities for the 
Kingdom of God. Against such union of God's 
people the hosts of evil will fight in vain." 

REV. H. M. DOBBS, Pastor Central M. E. Church 
South: 

"The Fedel'l&tion of Churohes furnishes 
combined enginery for the ta-sksassigned to 
modern Christianity-tasks which no one 
Church can accomplish alone. It will make it . 
possible for Protestant Christianity to be heard 
and felt. The co-operative idea is the only 
effective one in modern life." 

REV. ROBERT .. KERR, Pastor First United 
Presbyterian Church: 

"Church federation affords an excellent op
portunity ,for effective co-operation along the 
practical lines of moral, religiou1il, and social 
betterment, in a day when orga'nic unity of the 
churooes does not, for various reasons, ex.ist; 
a ,useful ·servant, as we believe, for the present 
time; the herald, as we trust, of a greater one 
yet to come." 

REV. FRANK G. SMITH, D. D., PastDr First 
Congregational Chnrch: 

"It is a notoriOils fact that theTe has been 
vast waste of Hme, ene.rgy and means, in ad
vancing ·the interests of the Kingdom, by reason 
of . the lack,.of co-operation find understanding 
among the various groups engaged ;in this ,great 
enterprise. The ahurch Federation . aims to 
correct this 'difficulty by bringing the enti-re 
fighting force ()f the Church of Jesus Ch.rist 
into a compact organization with the very 
maximum of co-operation in realizing the great 
ideals of our Lord and Master. lot Is a great 
vision and a worthy undertaking." 
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GEO. W. I'ULLER, Vice Pres. Fldellty Trust Co.: 
"I am strongly in favor of church federa

tion, beHeving that greater good can be ac
complished by united effort. Especially would 
this be true in the out-lying districts where a 
united community c ould support a strong 
church as 'against two or three weak ones as 
we now have. We a.reall working together for 
a common end." 

ALBERT MARTY, Owner Rialto Bldg.: 
!'In the business world a eonsolldation of 

business interests has given more efficient 
servi~e with reduced expense. In union is 
,streng,th. I believe a Federation o.f the Chris
tian Churches would result in large churches, 
welI equipped for the work of the Master, and 
be the means of doing very much good than 
several small chu'rehes of different ilenomina
tlons in same place." 

A. B. COLTON, General Agent Midland Life Ins. 
Co.: 

"I regard the General Federation of 
Churches as a most important step in the direc
tion of 'a final union of ProtestJatit Churches. 
It is working toward the 'accomplishment of 
Christ's purpose, when he prayed-"That they 
al80 may be one-even as We are One." Our 
missiona,ry brethren in foreign fields have 
'demonstrated that it can be ilone, and surely 
in the interests of economy of money and effort, 
it should be done." 

FRANCIS A. WRIGHT, Public Accountant: 
"Having been a member of the American 

Friends Board of Foreign Missions (The Cen
tral Organization for the Missions of Friends 
in America) for seveml year,s, 1 have seen 't he 
great advantages of co-operation between the 
different churches on ,the foreign fleld,and in 
conferences at home. It ,seems to me that there 
is a great work for your Associa.tion in the 
home field, especialIy .to preven.t the ne~dless 
duplication of the work of the different churches 
in the ,smaller localities." 

DR. JOHN PUNTON, Nervous and Mental Dis· 
eases: 

"Such a practical comprehensive religious 
movemen,t, as contemplated, under the able 
leadership of the Church as a w.hole cannot fail 
to justify the cost in denomiuational ,sacrifice 
and fin-ancial outlay to a.ccomplish the ultimate 
end to which alI effectual practical religious 
work ,is directed, viz., The Moral and Spiritual 
Redemption of Mankin'd, the Relief of all Forms 
of Suffering, the Social Regenemtion of the 
Masses, and the Extermination of all Prevent
able Diseases." 

E. E. ELLIOTT, National Secretary Brotherhood 
of Di!jciDles of Christ: 

"I have been watching the progress of the 
Federation of Churches elsewhere, and the 
progress along civic and social improvement in 
some states, carried on through the Church 
Federation , .is indeed marvelous. I think Kan
sas City ha's every reason to expect the same 
kind of results as secured elsewhere, and with 
the aggressive leadership in church affairs, I 
have no hesitancy in 'saying that the Church 
Federation wilI perform a task in Kan,sas City 
that woulil not be 'performed by any other 
agency in this community. 

REV. WILLIAM S. A8ERNETHY, D. D., Pastor 
l'lrlit Baptist Church: 

"I rejoice to know that the Church Feder
ation of Greater Kansas City g;lves promise of 
being something more than a name. There is 
not the slightest doubt but tha.t the man ill the 
street is very often puzzled Qver .the division 
in the ranks of the Protestant Church. He 
'Sees evil with solid front waging a ,successful 
w-ar~re and 'he cannot unilerstand why the 
church should so often choose to give battle 
with d~tached regiments and with no concerted 
plan. 'lite Federation of Churches is the very 

• thing the world Qf vice does not want. For 
that reason 1 am for it. It will mean a cleaner, 
better, safer city ,for us. My <heartiest com
mendations and ea'rnest support are offered." 
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THt: ('HrIiCH I"EDERH'IOS 01" (mEATER 
KH~.\S ('ITY, 

U)' nt" " C, H, SIIt'II('er, n. n., Editor ('('ntrat (,ltris
tillll .\d,·ocate allld First Ext'cutinl Secrrtary. 

"The Church Federation of Greater Kansas 
City exists in order that there may be a mechan
ism whereby the Churches acting together. can 
accomplish results whioh, acting alone, would be 
an impossibility. The Church Feder3!tioll has no 
coercive power. ~t intrudes upon no denomina
tional peculiarities, it docs not touch denomina
tional distinctions. it simply is a group 0[. people 
made up from all th e churches banded together 
to do for Kansas City, what no denomination 
acting alone. can aCCOml)lish. 

The minister:; of all the denominations act 
togethe r in the Ministerial Alliance. The Ohurch 
Federation is the same in principle. only it 'iu
eludes laymen, and provides an organization 
Whereby the minislprs and laymen ca n be quickly 
assembled when it is expedient ,to express them
selvC's 'on any question. The Church Federation 
is a mechanism whereby preachers and laymen 
together can consult on questions of Evangelism, 
Bible Study. Snnday Schools, social righteous
ness, and questions of industry, which naturally 
make an appeal to Christian sentiment. which 
sentiment this organization vocalizes. 

Through the courtesy of the Scarritt Estate, 
the Church Federation of Greater Kansas City has 
a permanent headquarters. with all necessary of
fice equipment, and an executive secretary, who 
gives his entire time to promoting not an or
ganization, but the expression of the conscience 
of the churches. Certainly every well-wisher of 
Kansas City ought to bid this organization God 
speed. 
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Chapter IV. 

Union and Federated ChurChes. 

1. The Classification. 
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The investigation has brought to li«ht eight 

churches which will be considered in this chapter. The~. 

classification used is that given by Federal · 

and is as follows: 

(1) The Denominational Church. 

Council, 

(2) The-Multi Denominational, or ~he Federated Church. 

The church in which two or more denomira tional chUl'ches, 

wlbhout sacrificing their separate existence and denomi

national connections, ;.nite for the maintenance of common 

worship in one congregation with one pastor. 

(3) The Inter-Denominatio.nal Church, or the Church of 

Federated Christians. This is composed of indivIduals 

united far local church purposes who do not sever their 

membership in denominational churches elsewhere but main

tain a dual church membership. 

(4) The Undenominational Church,or The Union Chur~. 

This is purely a local churoh sustaining no denominational 

connection itself, the members of which also are without 

denominational connectlon. 

A fifth type of denominational co-operation, 

which has been termed a Federated Circuit of Churches. 

was reported as in operation in this state. But two let

ters of inquiry have not succeeded in gaining any In

formation con~ernlng the one instance so reported. 





A Federated Circuit would imply two or more churches of 

more than one denomination,maintaining their a"arate 

organizations and services but uniting in employing one 

minister. 

Of the eight churches to be considered, three 

fall under class 1 as Denominational Churches. Two fall 

under class 2 as Federated Churches. Two under class 3 

as Inter-denominational Churches, and one under class 4 

as a Union Church. 

2. Denominational Churches. 

There are, of course, a great number of denomi-

national churches in this state. This is the usual type 
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of church. )lost of them, however, do not properly come 

under consideration in this paper. The churches which 

should be considere.d a~Ek~ those which have incorpora

ted into their ~embersb1p members o'f other denOminations, .,/' 

not as a matter of conversion or in any sectarian way, but 

as a means of bringing into fellowship in Christian ser- ' 

vice .hose of other denominations who were too few to main

tain their own organization and work. Perhaps, in order to 

distinguish such churches from the ordinary denominational 

church, the term Denominational Union Church would be more 

appropriate. 

" The general impression seems to be tlB. t this type 

of church is to be preferred, where practicable, to the 

other forms of church federation. Thus, the COJllllission on 

State and Local Federat.ions in a report to the Federal 
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Council make this remark: ·We are agreed that the ideal 

church within a community, too small for two or more 

churches, in which Christian forces can combine, is a 

single denominational church connected with one of the 

Christian denominations equipped and organized far all 

forms of Christian seryice at home ~d abroad, and that the 

Inter-denominational Church, the Pederated Church, or the 

Union Church should be regarded as expedients, fullJ justi

fied, altho not ideal, when conditions permit nothing bet.

ter.· l It is certainlltrue tlBt the Denominational Church 

has certain advantages over the other forms of federation. 

Chief among theae, perhaps, is the facility for securing a 

minister. Other advantages of importance are the Kissionarl, 

Convention or Conference denominational connections. 

(1) The Winaor Kemorial K. B. Ch~ch, 

Church Road and KcLaPaa Ave., St. Louie. 

!his church includes Kethodis\. and Preeblt.eriaaa 

who unit.ed Kal 1, 191'_ Tbe circlIIlet.aaces cont.ribut.inS t.e 

this union are thus presented bJ · tbe Rev. K. M. Wolt, pastor 

ot the churoh. . 
-The situation in this section of S~. Louie, known 

as Baden, is tnia - !here are, two Catholic and t.wo German 

churches. the section i. etroaglJ Catholic and German. 

There .ere a Jre.blterian Church, U.S.A. and a •••• Oh~ch_ 
.', 

It wa. found that neither had sufficient .upport. The Me-

thodi.t. Church bad the better phl_ieal equipment and •• 
-atter consultatien bet..een t~ lead1nc .embers at both 

churches, the secret.arJ_ot the Rome Jlisaions and Church B- ~ 

rectio. Co_i ttee .f the Pre •• Church, the Ci t1 BYangel-

lReport of the Feder.l Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America for 1~13, pg. 101. 

--
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i~~tion Union of the M. E. Church, the District Superin

tendent of the M. E. Church and the Executive Secretary of 

the Church Federation it was decided to consolidate the two 

churches into one am. have tta t a Methodist Church. 

In the strict sense this church is a K. E. Church. 

The M.E.Conference appo1nts a pastor and the City Evangeli

zation Union assists in the support. In the broad sense it 

is a Protestant church for Baden. All Protestants are wel

comed to membership without being asked to change their 

ideas or peculiar belie.s. I will say that so far the ex

periment has proven a success. It is in some cases diffi

cult to get people of other denominations to realize that 

they have a responsibility in the support of this church. 

Gradually this is, I believe, being overcame. w 

The church building used is valued at $12,000. The 

community served by the church numbers about 4,000. The 

other churches In this community are,Bngllsh Catholic, Ger

man Catholic, Lutheran and Evangelical, each hanns a resi

dent minister. The minister of the Methodist Church lives 

in the community and preaches for the church two Sundays 

a month. The audAances average 35 to 50. The church .has 

the regular Methodist creed but members of other denomina

tions are not required to ascribe to it. The Sunday School 

attendance is 100 am. has increased since the union. ~e 

Missionary and Benevolent offerings have also increased. 

The Primary Department of the Sunday School is graded and 

uses graded lessons. The organizations in connection with 

the church are reported to be two organized Bible Classes 

and a Christian Endeavor Society. 
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Before the union there were 50 members in the-

Methodist Church and 30 in the Presbyterian Church. Onll 

four of the Presbyterians are reported as having gone into 

the Methodist Church after the agreement to unite (Feb.3, 

1915), possibly others have since become members. No rea

son is given in explanation ot the tact that onll tour of 

the Presbyterians went into the federated church and this 

circumstance Beems to indicate some friction and opposi

tion on the part of the other 26 Presbyterians. To an out

sider the consolidation appears not to have been effected. 

(2) The Centennial M. E. Church, Tarkio. 

This church is situated twelve miles from the· 
//' 

town of Tarkio and serves a community of about thirty-six 

square miles with a population of 275. There were three 

other churches in this community, a Cumberland Presbyterian 

and a Union Church, both of which have had no regular ser

vices for years, and a Christian Oburch having servioes 

only occasionally. The membership of the Centennial Church 

is as follows: M.E. 65; Cumberland Pres. 3; Disciples 4; 

Baptists 4. The-minister resides in the community and 

preaches for the church every Sunday. _ The SUnday School 

attendance averages 160. The organizations in connection -

with the church are: Epworth League, Baseball Team, Ladies' 

Auxilliary, a Boy's Club, and the Centennial Community .-
Association. 

It is the Centennial Community ABsocia\ion which 

marks this asa peculiar church. This Association is in-
~ 

corporated, and its purpose ~s -the promotion of the social, 

intelle~ual, moral, physical and religious life of the 
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community" • . The constitution provides for a Board of Di

rectors, "one-half of whom shall be members of ,the church 

and one-half .nay be composed of non-church members". Also 

for an Executive Committee of six members "one-half of 

which shall be composed of members of the church and one

half may be non-<ilurch members·. , "The pastor ot the Cen

tennial Church shall be a member of this Committee". All 

people interested . 1n the welfare of the community are in

vited to become members a'~the Association. l The Associa

tion has raised over $7,000. for its work. A petitionhaa 

been filed tor a vote on the consolidation of three school 

districts and the building of a central school building: 

A road committee is working for gravel roads. 

This Association, which was organized January 1, 

1915, is not a part of the church but so associated with 

it that the church practically has the responsibility add 

leadership of th'e movement. The pastor of the church, Rev. 

Edwin L. Spiller, bas shown considerable ability as an 

organizer and leader. He is very enthusiastic regarding 

the outcome of this plan for making the church a community 

church in the real sense of the term. 

(3) The Harmony Community Church. 

This is a Methodist Protestant Church, but "enrollS 

as its members nearly all the Christians in the community". 

No report is given as to how many members have come from 

other denominations but Baptists and Presbyterians predOmi
nate, and the minister, Rev. C. R. Green, says, "they are as 

lSee Appendix A.. for Con~~i tution of this Association. 
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loyal and as fine a Christian people as one could wish to 

work with". The membership of the church numbers 259. It 

is located a few miles from Ravenwood in Nodaway County, and 

serves a community of about twenty-four square miles, con-

taining about 535 people. There are no other churches in 

this community. The minister resides in the community and 

preaches for the church every Sunday. Audiences average 

about 200. The Sunday School is graded and uses graded les

sons, attendanc~ is about 100. The organizations in connec

tion with the church are a Young Ken's Club and a Young 

Women's Club. This church has received a great deal of pub

licity as a community center and the minister is in demand 

, to assist community enterprises thruout the state. The 

minister promotes the interest of the public schools by co

operation with them, ViSitation, and by allowing schools the 

use of the church building for lectures. The chv~oh promotes 

goou l '.Clads, farmer 1
• insti tutea, entertainment and lecture 

courses, Home Bo~ngs and co-operative enterpri.es; works 

for the betterment of the community by arousing inte:rest in 

home sanitation, marketing, and in other ways. This is 

probably the bes~ example of a denominational union Church 

to be found in Kissouri. 2 

There are doubtless many other chUrches in this 

state that would properly come under consideration in this 

class but the fact that they are known as denominational 

keeps in the background the federation or union characte.r 

of such churches. 

2For further infor.mation regarding this church see 
Countr7 Gentleman. Vol. LXXIX, Aug. l,l914,W.L.Nelson, n. Card Indexe~ Church". pg. 1324. 





2. Multi-Denominational,or Federated Churches. 

There are two churches to be considered in this 

class. 

(1) The Congregational-Presbyterian Federation of Came-

ron. 

This is a federation of the Congregational and 

Pre~byterian churches of Cameron which has been in opera

tion about four years. Cameron is a town of 2980 (1910) 

and there are three other Protestant churches in the town. 

These churches and their membership are reported as fol-
" 

lows: "M. E., 800 members; Christian, 500 members; Latter 

Day Saints, 150 members. Besides these there is a Roman 

Catholic Church. Each of these churches has a resident 
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minister. The Congregationalist. and the Presbyterian. 

churches each has a good church building. The former church 

has a membership of 102 and the latter has a membership ot 

90. Each church retains its .own organi zation and has its 

own Missionary and Aid Societies. There is a joint board 

composed of three members from each de nomi na tion. They 

have a resident minister, a Congregationalist, who is 

called by the joint organization. The two Congregations 

unite in the morning services at the Presbyterian church 

and have a Union Sunday School, in the evening they unite 

in a service at the Congregational church and have a 

union Young People's Christian Endeavor SOCiety. There is 

also a "Friendly Fellows Club" made up of both denomina

tions. This blub. meets monthly for the consideration of 

"Sociological Themes" ..... The audiences average about seventy-





five in the morning but are ama11 at night. The .Sunday 

School attendance averages about sixty-five. The Superin

tendent of the school is a Presbyterian, elected by the 

school. Supplies of both the Congregational and Presby

terian publishing· houses are used by the school. 

(2) The Federated Churches of Willow Springs. 

Willow Springs is a town of 1401 population( 1910). 

10. 

In 1911 the Presbyterian and Congregational churches formed 
years 

a federation. Up .to about t~ee · of the date ot tederation 

each church had regular preaching services. At.ter that tiae 

and up to the time of federation there were no regular 

preaching services except during the summer months when 

student preachers were ensaged. However. during this time 

both churches regularly conducted Sunday Schools. At the' 

time of federation the Presbyterians had a membership ot 

fifty and . the Congregationalists numbered twenty-four • . The 

combined melDbership has since .been reduced to 69 by remov-" 
" 

als. Since the federation a resident minister has been em

plolled and regular services, tWice each Sunday, have been 

maintained. ' The 'minister is a Congregationalist and was 

selected by vote of the churches. Bach church has a good 

building. That at the Congregationalists is valued at 

'2000. and the Presbyterians· building is valued at 11200. 

These buildings are ':lsed in turn for preaching servi-eea!' 

One church is used for ODe year and the other building is 

used for preaching services the neat year. The building 

not in use tor the services is used during that year tor 

social gatherings, lec~es and other meetings. , . 





The audiences average about 68, the larger atten

dance is in the morning. The Sunday School and "all the other 

activities of the church are conducted "absolutely on tne ba

iGft basis of one church". The Sunday School attendance aver

ages about seventy-five. The Superintendent is a Presby

terian and was selected by the school; the selection by the 

school is confirmed by the official board. This board is 

composed of two members o"f each denomination. The Sunday 

School is graded and uses graded liter~ture, which is ob

tained from both Co.ngregational and Presbyterian publish-

ing houses. Besides the Sunday School the tederated church

es have a Junior Society and a Ladies' Aid Society. 

The tederated churches co-operate with the commer-

cial club in promoting entertainment and lecture courses 

and also in maintaining a Chautauqua. They lend their as

sistance to all such enterprises as will benefit the pub

lic sChool. 

~e advantages of the union organization are re

ported to be "Economy, Efficiency, Interest". The Sunday 

School attendance has increased, better methods have been 

adopted and a greater interest shown. Missionary and be

nevolent offerings have a180 increased. No difficulties 

have appeared as a result of the tederation. The ministe; 
" , 

Rev. C. C. Green, says: "Our work is harmonious and suc-

cessful considering local conditions ••••• We are minister

ing to a need not met by the other churches". 

There are four other Protestant Cburches in the 

town. The Methodists and Baptists have preaching services 
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every SUnday, and the Christians and Lutherans have preach

ing two Sundays a month. Each church has a resident mini

ster. These churches have been invited to enter the Pedera

tion but tIley"were not ready" for the movement. 

4. Inter-Denominational Churchea. 

There are two churches in this class to receive 

considera tion. 

(1) The Pederated Church of Barnett. 

Barnett is a little village s-ltuated in the Ozarks. 

It is in Korgan CoUnty and in 1910 had 118 inhabitants. It 

is now (1915) reported to have 150. There are four pJ;ot,est

ant churches in the village, Christian, Methodist, Prea~y

terian and .B~ptist.These churches serve a community about 

six miles square, containing about 1500 people. Each of the 

four churches haa been having preaching services ~Q9,~ _~. plonth 

none of the preaeh~rs being resident. In January, 1915, 

me~bers of these churches tormed a Federation. Rev. C. R. 

Green, of -the Harmony Church, upon invitation, .ent to Bar

nett to help perfect the organization. From the Christian 

Church of about 100 members fifty went into the union orga

nization. From the Methodiat ten members out ot about 

thirty, troa the ,reablterlaa cburGh ten members out ot 

about twent., , and fro. the Baptls t church ti ve .e.bers 'out 

ef about t!tt.l weat. tat.o the tederatioR. 

Mr. W. H. St.rODg, Pr.aident ot Barnett Inatit."ate, 

a private alaAool-, for e!gh"- leara, in relatlne the clr ... 

cumstance! leading up to th~ Pederation, says: "Several 





years ago we organized a Young Ken's and a Young Women',. 

Bible study. These organizations have met each Monday 

add Wednesday for more than five years, to give a close, 

analytic study of the Bible from every conceivable stand

polnt •••• These boys and girls represent various denomi

nations and the frank discussions, close study, bringing 

Science, History, etc., in fact everything we could to 

bear on the subject, has endeared the Bible to these 
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young people. But at times they get ~art sick at the 

hide bound ecc&esi~stical dogma, and palpable man-made 

doctrines doled out to them from the pulpit". "Slowly and 

surely I have seen the entire community sentiment molded 

and changed. This Federation Movement is only an uprising 

of this younger element in response to years of training. 

for these 1deals". "As you readily understand, such a 

movement in a few days or a few weeks, or if hurriedly 

undertaken will fall for lack of a foundation" • 

Mr. strong teaches the young men's class men-
the tioned above and Mr. W. W. Gillum teaches young ladies' 

class. These two men were associated in the founding ot 

Barnett institute. Mr. Gillum, however, lett the school 

work after a few years and became the cashier of the Bank 

when it waa organized. But they have oontinued wOrking 

togehher for the development of a community spirit and 

for community betterment. The Articles of Federation pro

vide for a toverning Board t.o "consist of two members duly 

elected from the respective churches composing this orga

nization and two non-churc~persons selected by the fede-
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3 ration Board. And also provides that "all matters p~r~ain-

ing to confession, baptism and communion be left with the 

individual and at his election".4 

The Federated Church had not secured a minister up to 

April 25,1915. It is the intention to secure a minister who 

will live on the ground and be a leader in all community en

terprises ... In the mean time, the ministers of the Christian 

and Presbyterian churches are each preaching for the Fede

rated Church one Sunday a month. The audiences average about 

ninety. The Sunday School attendance is about the same. The 

superintendent is elected by the school an.1 13 a Presbyterian • 
. 

The school is partly graded and uses graded literature. There 

is a union Christian Endeavor Society, and the two Bible 

Study Classes referred to above have become attached to the 

Federated Church. 

3 
The phrase here used, "the respective churches com-

posing this organization", would indicate that this is a 
federation of churches and not a federation of church mem
bers~ and so should properly be classed under class two as a 
Multi-Denominational Church. Nevertheless, the following con
Siderations, among others, induced me to class it as an Inter
Denominational Church. First, the answer to question 2, "Is 
it a federated church, combining two or more churches?", is 
"No", and question 3, "Is it an Inter-Denominational Chur(!h 
composed of individuals united for local church purposes?", 
is answered "Yes". Second, the proportion of members going 
into the federation indicates that ·the step was not taken by 
a majority vote of the various churches but was the action of 
individual members. Third, a statement from the Postmaster 
says: "All except the Baptist Church here seem to be in per
fect harmony with the move, however, quite a number of them' 
are joining in". 

4For Articles in full see Appendix B. 
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The Church is now working to consolid-ate the six ad

joining rural school dlstrlcts and an electlon bas already , 

been called to vote on the questlon under the "Buford Act" • . ' 

They qave lald out small plots of ground 5Ox50 ft. and are 

gettlng "the. boys and girls to each take a plot and study 

the propogatlon of every kind of frult, berry and vegetable 

tha t can be grown ln thls sectlon". They are platlning to. 

"lnstali 'a .mall cannlng plant" and._ to "train our home boys 

and glrls that 1!ork exhaults people", to "enlarge the plot,. 

can our own pr04uce" "establlsh a small packlng plant! keep~ 

our cattle and hog~ from belng shlpped out on foot. Make 
, 

them lnto Home-made Sausage, Open-kettle-rendered La~d, 

Hlckory-wood-smoked Bacon, Sugar cured Hams, etc., from the 

Ozarks ... . "These are a few of the problems wlth which a mini-
, ~ 

s te r who canes to this fi eld wll1 have to cope. '.: lll8 mua 1. help 

our boys ao1 gizois on the farm, teach them how to llve now 

and here as well as hereaf\er". ,5 

The Church co-operates with the institute in provld

lng entertainments and lectures, promotes farmers' institutes, 

and works for spod roads in a special six mile road district. 

(2) The Engllsh Speaking Church of Alma. (Pederated) 

Alma is a little town ot 319 inhabitants in Lafayette 
~ 

County. It i8 a German town in a Geraan communi ty • There 

are two German -Protestant Churches, one a small Methodlst 

Church and the other a Lutheran Church wlth a membership of 

about 1,500 me~ers. There is only one church bulldill8 ln .... 

the town in 1Ibich services are conducted in Bng~iBh. This 
.. 

was bullt some years agp by the Presbyterians. "For a time 

5 
Quotatlon. from Mr. Strong's Letter. 
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the Presbyterians had relJUlar services. The increased Ger

man[ population made it hard for them to keep much of a. 

church going and it was dropped and started again a number 

of times and at last nothing was done". "Some of the Eng

lish women kept a little Sunday School gping all the time 

but it was hard work as tl8 few men did not seem to be much 

interested. Preachins was on~y had whe.n some one of some 

chUrch or other went thru there and gave them a sermon". 

"About two and a half years ago or thereabouts these ladies 

and some men decided tha t scmethinghad- to be done am so 

with the help of another minister and myselt it was ~ecided 

to form a federation church in which" all churches should 
", . .' 

have a par"t. After a. lot of preliminary work the organl;a-

"tion was started with about 16 members. These people belong

ing to about four churches. Shortly after this I held them 

a meeting and .bad a number of converts. This was followed 

by another about a year later so that to-day they must have 

about 106 members and a ·fine ~unday School. n6 

The denominations represented in the Federattdr: 

Church are: Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist .and Christian. 

The Sunday School attendance averages about Sixty. A stu

dent preacher from the Kissour1 Valley College has been en

gaged to preach for them· two Sundays a month. The old 'res-
.' byterian building has been repaired and is used for all ser~ 

vi ce.s. The Alma corresponndentc reports the membershlp as 

now seventy. 

6 
~uoted from letter, dated Feb. 5, 1915, from Rev.H.W. 
Hunter, formerly minister of Christian Ch*rch,Hlgg1ns
vll1e. 
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The preample to the Articles of As.ociation is as 

follows: "Whereas, we the - citizens of Alma and vicinity 

realize the need of an English speaking church in Alma, and 

Whereas, we belong to different -denominations and faiths, 

none of which has a sufficient number of adherents to _sup

port and maintain a suitable church at the present time, 

and Whereas, the day has arrived when men and women have 

learned to emphasize th&ir common ideals and service in the 

interests of -the best and highest citizenship and for the 

Glory of God, we join together and agree to the following 

Artic le". 

The Articles provide that"members of this church 

are free to -claim relationship,thru the federation, with the 

church of their preference". It contains a "statement of 

Faith" to which members are expected to give assent, and an 

article providing- for the discipline of members. 

The governing body of the federated church is a 

"Cabinet" c~mposed of the minister, moderator, recorder, 

treasurer, deacons, deaconesses, stewards, Sabbath School 

Superintendent, President of the Y.P~S.C.E. and the chair-
- 7 

men of the church committees. 

5. Union Churanes. 

Only one union church has been discovered in time to 

be discussed here altho another -is said to be in Nodaway 

County and a third has been reported in Saline County. 

7 
Se e Appendix c. 
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(1) Rush Hill Union Church. 

Rush Hill is 1n Audrain County, the population 

according to the 1910 Census is 168. Besides the Union 

church there are three other churches in the town, & Metho

d1 st Episcopal, a German Lutheran and a German Evangelical. 

The Kethodist church has preaching one Sunday each month, 

the other two churches have preaching irregu1arly. There 

are no resident ministers in the comnunity. The community 

served by these churches is about six miles square and con

tains about 600 people. 

The Union ChUt'ch was organized last August,-(l9l4) 

with a membership of seventy. Previous to that time there 

was a Christian congregation with a fairly good church 

building and maintaining preaching services one Sunday a 

month. This church engaged an evangelist last summer to 

hold a meeting ·for them. This evangelist, during the course 

of the meeting, came to the conclusion that a Union Church 

in which there were no denominational divisions ar preju

dices would be able to serve the community much better than 

could four small churchea.Aa a result of this meeting the 

Christian congregation disbanded am a Union Church W&sor- . 

ganized. Not many members 1"rom the other churches came in

to the Union Church. One of the elders, however, ot the 

new organization was a member of the Evangelical Church. 

The memberShip of the Union Church in April, 1915 

numbered 110. As one of the objects of this union or&a

nization was to obliterate denominational lines of dIvI

sion·no record is kept of the denominatIon from which mem-





bers come. No report, therefore, as to the denomina tio ns 

represented in the membership can be given. It seems to 

be the opinion of members personally interviewed that only 

the Christian ani Evangelical churches are represented. 
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. After the union organization plans were made tor a 

new building. The Christian church building was torn down 

and a new building ba. been built on the old site at an es

timated cost ot $5,000 . , which sum is already lar~ly sub

scribed by people of the co~rnunit1. It is an excellent 

building considering the size ot the community. The audi- ' 

torium has a raised tloor and will seat about 500 people, 

a lecture room which adjoins the auditorium will probably 

seat 150 more. In the basaIE nt 18 a furnace and coal room, 

a kitchen and a dining room. The building is equipped 

wi th a bapti.try and will be lighted by an acetylene Ba8(.t 

plant. Tbe dedication ot this building has been widely ad

vertized to take place on May the 16th. 

The work of this union church bas been handicapped 

by having no suitable place for services during the building. 

They have met regularly during this time in an empty ball 

and have had preacbing services one Sunday a month, audi

ences averaging about 100. The Sunday School attendance 

has averaged 80, the school is graded and uses srade~ les

sons. There is also a Union Ladies' Aid SOCiety. 

This church has no written creed, constitution or 

by-laws.o It has, apparently, adopted the organization and 

government of the Christian Church and this seems to be re

garded 4 as the natural and prbper thing to do. The title to 





the ground upon which the new building stands is still 

vested in the trustees of the Christian Church and the 

corner stone of the new building is inscribed with the 

words "Christian Church". This has aroused no criticism 

or opposition and also seems to be accepted as the pro-
8 per thing under the circumstances. 

5. Federated Circuits. 

No report at any federated circuit has been re-

ceived. Besides the one reported as operating in Ray 

County, another prObable case has been learned of too 
. 

late for investigation. In the latter case a Presbyterian 

and a Congregational Church both employed a Congregational 

minister. 

A case where such an attempt at co-operation Was 

made but failed may, perhaps, be appropriately introduced 

here. Laddonia has about 800 population and eight church

es. llost of these churches have preaching services two 

Sundays a month. Whenever possible the churches secure 

resident ministers. In 191~ the Baptist and Christian 

churches each had a resident minister and each church had· 

preaching every two weeks. At the end of the year the 

Christian minister resigned and lett the town. After the 

80. 

8The union churoh has been tried in many places for 'a long 

period of time and it is said that" in almost every instance 

it has been found unsatisfactory". Some of the reasons 

given for this are: (1) It lacks associational fellowship; 

(2) I~ lacks supervision; (~) It lacks an adequate source 
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6~istian church had vainly tried for about a month, to 

find a minister who would live on. the field; some of the 

Christians and Baptists got together and discussed the 

possibility of engaging the same minister to serve both 

churches. The Baptist minister Was generally well liked. 

He was not regarded as a very strong pulpit man, but he 

was active in every BPod work and had shown a great inter-

of ministerial supply; (4) It has no approved litera

ture; (5) It has no connection with religious education

al institutions; (6) It carries on no mission work. 

In spite of these difficulties, whi·ch, indeed.ap

ply more or less to the Multi-Denominational and to the 
.. 

Inter-denominational chUrches also, there are SODle very 

successful union churches. The Union Church at Concord 

Junction, Mass. is twenty-two years old and very success

ful. The )lemor·ial Uni()n Church, Springfield, Kass. has a 

membership of' over 700, a splendid plant, and is very suc

cessfUl. The Union ChurOh at Proctor,Vermont, is twenty

three years old, well organized and very successfUl. See 

the Expo.itor, Vol. XIV, April, 1913, Rev. CJ-.ucle A. llcKay: 

"How to Organize a Union Church", pg. 399-403. Also Pamph

let issued by::Federal Council of the churches of Christ in 
...... 

America, "Suggestions for state and Local Federations:pg.4 
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est in community . affairs. He was the ·organizer and inspi

rer of the Rural school and Improvement Association. At 

this time he was preaching for the Laddonia Baptist Church 

two Sundays a month. After some discussion and some inter

views with the Baptist Minister, the Official Board ot the 

Christian Church voted to engage him to preach fer them 

twice a month. This,in spite of tee fact that the minister 

had explained to them that he could not commune with them. 

The minister a~eed to take the work,of the Christian 

church upon the terms offered, and the Board of the Baptist 

Church agreed to their minister serving both churches. It 

seemed as if everything were progressing smoothly when the 

report was noised abroad that the Baptist church had raised 

objections, that "the Jews would have no dealings with the 

Samaritans", and that the project was abandoned. An inter

view with one o·f the leading Baptists revealed this situa

tion. The Baptists having a very democratic organization 

and form of BPvernment, every action of the board must be 

indorsed by a majority vote of the congregation before be

cOming effective. A few of the older members of the chUrch 

were 0PP08ed to allowing their minister to serve another 

church. A few others did not like their minister very well 

and were afraid that if he were engaged by both churches it 

would result ·in him~emain1ng as minister for these church

es for an uncertain period, probably longer than they want

ed him to re~in. These two parties, therefore, began to, 

talk against endorsing the action of their Board on this 

matter. The total number of members raisIng objection 
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to the proposed co-operation was decidely in the minority. 

Nevertheless, the Board agreed that if the arrangement" 

agreed upon were end<rsed by the majori ty and carried out 

the result would be a 8plit in the church. In order to 

avoid that the arrangement was cancelled. 

Ily informant assured me that the liberal element 

of the church was going to "pound away" and keep up an agi

tation for such a movement, in hope of bringing converts to 

such a form of denominational co-operation~ And he conclu

ded with words to this effect "next time such a pr.position 

comes up it will go thru, even if a few of the old-t1mers 

do drop out". " 

SWIIIlary. 

It should not be supposed that the in8tances of church 

federation c~nsidered in this chapter include all 8uch cases 

within the state. There are propably several other8 which 

have not been learned of in the process of this investiga• 
tion. 

There aeems to be no ascertainable tendency to adopt 

anyone form of federation in preference to others. Dif

fering circumstances and problems call for different forms 

of organization and co-operation. 
," As to the benefits of federation. Two of the instances 

of denominational union show results more valuable than any 

of tbe other forllB of federation show. On the other hand, 

one of the C"aSe8 of Denominational union does not indicat" 

very jIluch advantage gained. Yet, federation in this case 
:7-





is to ; recent to be passed upon. This is true 1n most of 

the cases considered. Some of them are very prOll1sing but 
• it will require some years to show what real work is accoJll-

plished. 

Notwithstanding this, the 1as\aa.es con.idered are sut

ficient to ahow the value of church tederat10n in co_unl

t1ea where churches are .... 11 1n member.hlp er wbare not 

enou&h m .. bers ot any ORe church 11ve to aake p.ss1ble a 
.' 

denoa1nat1onal church. In AI..a, for 1.stanoe, rella10ua 

Influence. and publI0 worah1p would be totally laok1a& tor 

the Kngllsh .ptak111& resldent. but tor .oa. tora at 00-

opera 1.lon. 





Appendix A. 

Constitution and By-laws of the Centennial Community 
Associa ti on. 

Article L, 

85. 

'J.'his society shall be known as the Centennial COllllllW1i ty 
Associa tion. The purpose of this Association shall be the 
promotion of the soc1al, intellectual, moral, physical and 
religious life of the Community. 

Article II 

Any one may become a member of this Association and all 
are invited to unite with us for mutual benefit and protec
tion. 

. Artlcle III 

The officers of this organization stall be composed of 
a Board. of Dire;c tors, one-ball' of whom shall be _ ,mbers of 
the church and one-half may be non-churah members. 

Article IV 

The Board of Dire ctcr s shall elec t andae cuti ve Com
mittee of six members, one-half of which shall be composed 
of members of the church alii one-half may be non-church 
members. It is further agreed and understood tbl t the 
pastor of the Centennial Church shall be a member of this 
Commi ttee. 

Article V 

The du~ies of the Executive Committee shall be to trans
act busi ne ss which they deem necessary to secure the object 
of this crganlzatlon. 

Artlcle VI 

The tenure of office of the SXecutive Commdttee shall 
be for a period ~~ three years or untl1 thelr successors 
are elected, tancl :~ q1ialifled. 

Article VII ,. 
The Board of Directors shall be elected annually by a 

majority of the members of this community present and votlng. 
Which electlon shall be held the first Wednesday in January 
of each year. 

It is further ~eed and understood that the Bxecutive 
Committee shall b8kQ over for a period of three years, as ' 
here-in-before provided far. 
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( Co nti nued) 

Article VIII 

The duties of the Board of Directors shall be the ap
pointaent and general supervision of the following stand
ing committees, v1 •• ~ education, athletics, grounds and 
maintenance, good roads, social and entertairuaent, and re
ligious work and any other committees which may become 
necessary from ttme to tiae. 

Article IX 

'The constitution and by-laws of- this association may 
be amended at any regular or called meeting of the Board 
of Directors by. a majority vote of those present and vot
ing: Provided, notice has been given and the proposed 
amendment read at a previous meeting of the Board of .Di
rectors. Provided that no amendment which would change 
the ratio of representation between church members and 
non-church members of the Board of Directors and Execu
tive Committee except by the consent of each party. 

86. 





Appendix B. 

Articles of Federation- Barnett. 

Believing that federation will tend to unite us in 
spirit and effort and that it will give each denomination 
an opportuni ty to do greater things, for the reason that 
it does Bot destroy ,our present church organization. and 
that we can continue to receive members according to our 
rules aad ordinances. 

That we by united effort can secure a resident mini
ster thereby giving us religious services each Lord's 
Day and his Christians influence continuously in our 
midst, a result of which will greatly aid our social and 
religious life. 

Therefore, we sign our names for federation condi
tioned on the following articles: 

1. We believe in Jesus Christ,' the son of God, and that 
the scriptures contain all things necessary to salva
tion. 

2. All matters pertaining to ConfeSSion, Baptism and 
Communion be left with the individual and at his 
election. 

3. The governing board of this federated body shall con
sist of two -members duly elected from the respective 
churches composing this organization and two oon
church persons selected by the federation board. 
This governing board Bhall have power over all mat
ters pertaining to finance and business including 
the 'hiring of ,a pastor. 

4. Th •• e articles may be amended at any t1me , by a two
thirds vote of the entire Federated l4embersh1p at 
its annual meeting. This meeting to be held the 
first Saturday 1n Jan. of each year-. Said amendment 
shall be read in open church at least one month pre
vious ~o said annual meeting. 
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Appendix C. 

Articles of Association 
of 

The English speaking Church of Alma 
(Federated) 

Adopted Dec. 8, 1912. 

88. 

Preamble: Wherea., we the citizens ot Alma and vi.init, 
realize the need of an &nglish speaking church in AlIDa, and 
Whereas, we belong to different denominations and faiths, 
none of which has a suff1cient number ot adherent. to sup
port and maintain a sui table church at the present t1me, and 
Whereas, the day has arrived when men and women have learned 
to emphasize their common ideals and service, in the intere.t 
of the be.t and highest citizenship and for the glory of God, 
we join togeth~ and agree -to the following article: to wit: 

Article I Name. . 
The name of this organization shall be " English Speak

ing Church of Alma, )'ederated". 
ArticleII Purpose. 

The purpose of this organization shall be the maintenance 
of religious services in Alma, the moral and religious wel
fare ot the citizens of the town and community and the ex
tension ot the K1oSdom ot God. 

Article III Ideal. and Dootrine •• 
The 1deals and doctrines of this church shall be those 

common to the christian bodies atfiliated with the .. deral 
Council ot Christ in America. fhe a1m. of this church will 
be the advance.ent of truth am righteousness, and a w11l1og
ness to support any eXisting missionary or benevolent move
men t. The slogan of this church as to idealais"Broad b,ut 
High". Members are expected to live earnest,Christian 
lives as Disciples of Jesus Christ. , 

Article IV Members. 
It shall be distinctly understood that members or this 

church are free to claia relationship thru the Federation 
with the church of their preference, so long as the prac
tice of those views do not mi11tate against the harmony and 
usefulness of this Church. 

Admission 
(1) By letter: Any person will be welcomed as a member 

who comes with a letter of commendation from the pastor or 
proper authority of any evangelical church . It is under
stood that such a person is still to retain membership in 
the home church while holding its affiliated relationship 
to the Alma church. The Cabinet having authori ty to re
ceive such and have it announced by the pastor. 
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(2) By Confession of Faith: Persons who desire to 
unite with the Alma Federated Church upon confession of 
faith will be received upon their assenting publicly to 
the following brief. 

statement of Faith: (l) I believe that "God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life". (2) I know and confess that I am a 
sinner. (3) I now accept Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior. (4) I believe it to be a duty and privilege to 
confess Christ before men, and desire in obedience to his 
command to observe the Holy Sacrament of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper in fellowship with his people. (5) I be
lieve the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the 
only rule of faith and practice and will endeavor to shape 
my life and conduct in accordance wi th their teaching. 

Persons so received will be expected to name the de
nomination to which they wish themselves to be credited 
and upon removal will b& given Certificates of Membership 
from this church to the denominational church of their 
choice. 

Article V Baptism and Lord's Supper. 
(1) Baptism shall be administered by the pastor or by 

any ordained minister in good standing with the churches of 
the Federated Council. 

Article VI Otficers. 
The officers shall consist of a minister, moderater, 

recorder, treasurer, deacons, deaconesses, stewards, sab
bath school superintendent and president of Y.P.S.C.E. 
Persons filling the above named offices together with the 
chai rIIB n of the church's committee shall cons ti tute a 
Cabinet to consider all questions of public importance 
before being acted upon by the church. The length of the 
term of service of each office shall be , if va
cancy in any office shall occur before time expires the 
Cabine t shall have pm1rer to fill the place for the unex
pired term. 

Article VII Duties of Officers. 
(l) The minister shall have cmrge of all religious 

services and shall be expected to act as advisor on any 
question respecting the welfare of the church and aux
iliary or ganizations. He shall be advisory member of all 
committees. ' 

(2) The moderator shall call and preside at all busi
ness meetings and -must call a meeting if requested by three 
members of Cabinet. 

(3) The recorder shall carefully keep all the records 
of church and Cabinet meetir~s and attend to the corre
spondence of the church and keep a list of membership in 
the book 0 f the church. 

(4) The deacon shall look after spiritual and social 
intere~ts of the church. The deaconesses to act as assis
\aRts. The deacons shall see that the pulpit is supplied 
when without a-pastor. ~ 





(5) Stewards shall have charge of the temporal inter
ests of the church, whose duty it shall be to look after 
raising the salary of the pastor and other funds necessary 
in carr ying on the work of the church. 

Article VIII Meetings. 
Business meetings for election of officers shall be 

held on of "each year. Church reports shall be 
made at these mea tings. A called meeting shall be an
nounced several days previous to the meeting called. 

Article IX Elections. 
Elections may be by ballot or acclamation. 

Article X Dismissal of Members or the 
Reta-n of Church CODlIlendations. 

The recorder ,shall give letters of dismission or return 
letters of commendation by order of the Cabinet. 

Article XI Discipline. 
Any meDi>er who refuses to live up to the ideals of this 

church, who openly breaks his agreement or who habitually 
absents himself from the regular services, shall be visited 
by the minister or a committee appointed for the purpose, 
ani if he refuses to comply wi tb the demand of the church, 
he shall be suspenied by a two-third vote of the Cabinet 
vo tinge 

Article XII Amendments. 
These articles may be added to or amended by a two

thirds vote of the members present and voting at any regu
lar or special meeting of the church, provided public no
tice has been given not less than ten days previous to the 
meeting named. 
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Chapter V. 

Union Sunday Schools and GtbBr Forms o"f Co
operation Between Denominations. 

1. Union Sunday S~oole. 

Mr. Herman Bowmar, General Secretary of the Mis

souri Sunday School Association, "whose otfice is 716 Ful

lerton Bldg., St. LouiS, in a letter dated Feb. 24, 1916, 

gives an estimate of the union Sunday Schools on record 

1n that office at between four and five hundred. He adds 

that" altogether in the state there are probably not less 

than 1,000 to 1,200 union Sunday Schools". " 
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The American Sunday School Union is conductfng a 

rural religious survey of a district comprising Missouri 

and seven other states. The points covered in the survey 

are: (1) Number ot denominational SUnday Schools; (2) 

Number of union Sunday Schools; (3) Number of empty church

eaj (4) Number of ministers living in the open country. 

Up to January 19, 1916, reports had been sent in 

covering fifteen counties in Missouri. I could not find 

out the names of these countie.. These reports show 334 

denominational schools and 263 union schools in these 15 

counties. 

Questionaires were aent out to 67 union lunday 

Schools located in various po1~t. acattered pretty well 

over thB state. Replies were received from 29. These 

schools do not include the schools in connection with the 

federated churches. The 29 sch601s reporting were all 1n 

the open country or in towns ot 200 or 1esa. There are 14 

denominations repreaented in these schools. They are: Bap-
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tistj Chris·tian, Christian Union, Cumberland Presbyterian, 

Evangelical. Freewill Baptist, German K.B., German Reformed, 

Holiness, Luthern, K.E., K. E. South, Presbyterian and Primi

tive Baptist. One school .haa tive denominations represented 

in it, eight have tour, nine have three, nine have two am 

two schools report only one denomination repres.nted in the 

school. 

Thl attendan.e ranges trom ei&hteen to sevent,-five, 

an average of abou t titty tor the i..:nty-aeven schools' an

swering on that pbint. Only tive schools were ' reported as 

graded, altho three or four others said they were abou'tt to 

grade thai r schools. Twenty of these schools are uaing union 

literature published by David Cook & Co., of Elgin, Ill. Six 

SChools were using denominational literature. Three schools 

did not report as to 1i terature. Eight ot the.e schools are 

conducted in pub~c school houses. nine in union church build

in§B and ten in denominational church buildings~ Of/these, 

four belong to the Kethodists, three to the Presbyterians, two 

to the Christians and one to the German Union. 

In six cases the Sunday Schools are the only relig

ious activities in the community. In two ot these cases there 

is a L1terary or Debating SOCiety in connection with the Sun-

.day School and in another case there is a Ladles' Aid ~ciety. 

'I'he correspondent ot thls school reports "We could not keep 

school going in our church, about three miles away. About two 

years ago we started a Sunday school at the school house and 

have md a nne ' one- • 

• Twenty-two correspogdents reported the number of preach

ing services cond\Cted e~ch month by the denominations repreaent-
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ed in the Sunday School. In one case there are six pre.ach

ing services per month, in one case five, in eleven cases 

four per month, in: ~one case three, in seven cases two, and 

in one case only one preaching service per month. In most 

cases there are no ot'her :8miay SChools in the cOllllllUlli ty am 

no otmr church crganizations except those co-operating in 

the Sunday School. In one case, however, there are two' other 

union SUlliay Schools in the cOllDlUnity. In one case there is 
.' 

one other church having preaching services and conducting a 

sunday School and in another case there are three other 

clmrches in tre community 90nduc t.:i..ng preaching services but 

they have no SUnday ~chool • . 
These communities range in size from one square mile 

to 8ix miles square alii contain from sixty-five .to six hun

·dred people. The average far the twenty-one reports on 

this point is 215 persons. This .oompared with tJw averase 

. Sunday School attendance of fifty would indicate tha~ about 

twenty-!! V8 per cent of the people in these cOJllDlWli ties at

tend the union &lnday School. 

Other union organizations or aotivities reported in 

cormection with the union Sunday Schools are: 'three Young 

People's Sooieties; eight Ladies' Aid Societies; three 

Literary or Debating SOCieties; two W.C.T.U.'s; threehave 

weekly union prayer meetings; two Sunday School Teacher 

Meetings; one Choral Club; on, Community Club and one So

cial Club. Sometimes two or three of these organizations 

are found in connection with one SUnday School. Por in

stance, .one reports a YOlHlg People's SoCiety and a Ladies' 





Aid and a Literary and Debating Society. Another reports 

a Young People's Society, a weekly prayer meeting and they 

also promote a Lyceum Course each year. 

Three report tbl t attempts have been made to uni te 

the denomina tions co-t?pera ting in the Sumay School work 

in a union church. One repcrts the failure of this effort 

as due to pre judi ce, . one s ta tes there was a lack of agree

ment and the third repor t says that they .. ould not all be

come Methodists. In this case the building being used be-

longed to another denomination. 

2 • Union Building EnterIr ises. 

The Sunday School questionaires brought in reports 

94. 

of eight union church buildings. At one time this seema to 

have been a very common form af denominational co-operation. 

There are doubtless a great many church buildings in this 

state which have been made possible by sucn co-operation. 

The history of such cases usually shows that as soon as one 

of the co-operating denominational churches becomes strong 

enough to build a church building of its own it will pro

bably do so. Later on there is often bad feeling generated 

over the question of the ultimate ownership of the building. 

Again when a church becomes strong enough to desire to 
,'. 

maintain preaching services every Sunaay or often when it 

is desired to h~ve such services every two weeks, it is 

often impossible because the other churches also desire the 

use of the building. This has brought about a strong senti- ~ 

ment against union building enterprise~. "The §eventh Dis

trict Newl", a loeal paper of the Disciples circulating in 
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twenty-three counties in the Northwest part of the state, 

lately contained the following paragraph under the heading, 

"Union Church Buildings". "The editor of this paper be

lieves in Christian union. This much we desire to say be

fore we go on. OUr observation has been that union church 

buildings are a 'haDd:iq-qJ - to all concerned. In several 

communities in this District the union experiment has been 

tried. The Gentry folk have recently sold their Interest in 

a union building. They have been handicapped from the be

ginning. Now they are free and we my exp~ct the church to 

make rapid progress." 

Two cases of union buildings deserve some attention. 

The Ashland Chur'ch building, in Howard County, was built as 

a unlon enterprise. However, only one church in the com

munity is strong enough to conduct services. This building 

was not bull t for the use of other denominations but to 

serve as a community center • . It Is used for all ·activltie. 

intended .to promote the welfare of the community. It 1s used 

at the present time by the Community High School. There is 

no public high achool in the c~nity. Those members of t~e 

community having children whom they desire to be in high .· 

.chool got together and arranged for a commanity high school 

at their own expense. Other activities of community inter-
~, . 

est in conne ction wi th the church are: A Sewing Club; a 

Canning Club and a Farmers' Institute, all under supervision 

of the state Board 0 f Agriculture. The building cost about 

tll,OOO. The Auditorium will .eat about 275 people. The 

basement has a fUrnace room and a dining room. It is heated 
-' 

by steam and has .a gas plant. 
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The' second case is rather unique in character. In 

April, 1893, the Articles of Association of the Boomer 

Meeting House of Boomer, LinnCounty, were filed with the 

Secretary of State under the law providing for the inoor-

poration of Benevolent,Relig1ous,S.'antific, Educational 

alii Miscellaneous Associations. The signers "subscribe 

the following shares of stock for the purpose of creating 

a fUnd to build a meeting house at Forker, Linn County, 

Missouri. The said meeting house to be known as the Boomer 

Meeting House, where all religious societies and all other 

persons desiring to hold religious worship or religious in

struction may hold meetings, conduct religious instruction 

and worship God, the Craator of heaven and earth and all 

that is therein,according to the dictates of their own con

science. So long as the forms of worship do not conflict 

with the laws of the State of IUsBouri or with the laws of 

the United States wr ·.w1 th good morals. All religious so

cieties and all other persons desiring to hold religio~s 

worship or conduct religious instruction shall . have eqUal 

righ ts to the use of the house under the restrictions 

hereinaater provided. So ~ong as the lectures are not an

tagonistic to christianity and good moral., and are en

lightening and instructive in their nature." !he shares 
~\ 

were twenty-tive dollars each and each share entitles the 

holder to one vote. 

Section 5, entitled "Trustees. Ot·ficers and Their 

Dutie." read. in part as tollow.: " !hey shall In no ca •• 

favor on~ religious societ·, or any other relicious per-





sons desiring to hold religious worship or conduct re

ligious instruction to another. But shall divide the time 

far holding meetings equally between all desiring the use 

of the house to hold religious worship or to conduct re-

ligious instruction. And shall regulate the holding of 

lectures in the house and shall not permit any magic lan-

tern or other such show to use the house or any other un-

deserving or unworthy lecturer who may impose on the pub

lic. They shall regulate the prices· that the lecturers 

may charge for admission and may arrange to receive a part 

of said charges in lieu of a reasonable charge to pay for 

fuel J light and cleaning the house and the like. The 

Trustees may at any time change any arrangements they may 

have made wi th the various religious societies and others 

so as to give all justice and their equitable share. of 

time." It is provided that the Articles of Incorporation 

shall be void"unless the amount of shares subscribed aggre

gate $600 ~ 1 It is said that t.his movement wasstarte4 by 

dissatisfied Kethodist who left his own church because of 

some dissatisfaction and somewhat in spite set out to pro

vide for a church building open to all • . 

The Boomer Keeting House was built in due time. Late~ 

on, by another subscription for stock amounting to $1,190., 
" 

the building was repaired and enlarged by the addition of 

rooms for High School purposes. The High School outgrew ita 

quarters and a few years ago another building for the school 

was built across· the road from the meeting house. The meet-

lThe Articles ot Incorporation from which these ex
tracts we~e made, was loaned the writer thru the kindness 
of the Christian Minister ,of the Boomer Ileetin& House. 
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ing Kouse is now valued at $3 ,000. and the ne1F school build

ing at $1,000. 

The meeting house is at the present time used by the 

Disciples for preaching services once a month and by the 

Methodists twice a month. There is a union Sunday School 

here with an attendance of about 90. There is also in con

nection with the meeting house a "Sunshine Club" composed 

of both young and old. Its activities are partly of a so

cial nature and partly to provide for the maintenance of 

the building. This Club at one time helpea " pay the sala

ries of the preachers, but discontinued this on account of 

disagreement as to proportion of payments. There is a180 a 

Literary and Debating Society, a Ladies' Aid SoCiety and a 

Farmers' Community Club. 

Various community enterprises have been undertaken. 

Considerable work has been done on the roads. A community 

stcre building has been built but is rented and not run~ as 

a co-operative store. The community is now planning to 

build a co-operative grain elevator. 

3. Ministers' Alliances. 

In many towns of Missouri the ministers of various 

denominations living in the same town or communi ty are ~\s

sociated in an organization ussually called "a Ministers' 

Alliance". This ' organization is a sort of clearing house 

for plans for co-operation between the churches of the 

town and for the · discussion of problems of local concern .• 

In some places it almost takes the form of a local or city 

federation. 
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The Ministers' Alliance of Kaysville, DeKalb County, 

has, in its constitution,this provision) "Officials of the 

various ctl urches shall be admitted to Associate Kembership 

upon recommendation of the ministers of said churches." 

The ministers sometimes ask the church officers to meet in 

conferenoe wi t.h them and upon a tew occasions ha~. called 

mass-meetings of the men of the five churches, four Pro

testant and one Roman Catholic, of the town to consider mat

ters relatill8 to the welfare of the cODlIluni ty. One of the 

ministers now in'Kaysville writes regarding this proviSion 

as follows: "The provi si ons that were made for the la"ymen 

to have a part in the Alliance has interested 80me of the. 

and we have had several meetings with them present, and I 

feel sure they take a greater interest in the work than 

they otherwise would". 

4. Union Prayer Keetinga, etc. 

Several cases have been reported of union Prayer 

Meetings. Sometimes these prayer meetings are on a week 

day and sometimes on Sunday. 

~uite frequently the Young People's Societies have 

a union prayer meeting once a month or once a quarter. 

Often there is a union organization of the various so-
1', 

cieties which is, of course, a federation of theae so

cieties. When this is the case the various societies work 

together for temperance and other local reforms. They 

sometimes unite. in union 80cial meetings, 
" I t is qui te a oommon thing where there are two or 

more chUrches in one town, for these churches to have union 
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Sunday evening sevvice •• In such cases the mi~isters of the 

various churches preach in turn and the union services are 

held in the church buildings in the town, or in some pWhl!c 

place, such as a park or the Court House grounds. 

Union EvangelIstic Meetings are frequently con

ducted. Sometimes these are arranged by co-operation of 

the churches interested and sometimes a ~UAion Evangelist" 

takes the arrangemen ts into his own hands. In evangelis

tic meetings arranged and conducted by one denomination. it 

is now coming to be regarded as only courteous to invite 

the other churches to co-operate in the meeting and to an

nounce that converts may unite with the church of their 

choice. An evangelist who has had considerable experience 

in union meetings in Missouri · writes, "It has been my ex

perience in the meetings I have directed that the denomi

nations were usually willing and did co-operate in the 

meetings. I found the people easy to inlist in a campaign, 

and were disposed to treat each other fairly, give a "square 

deal" as to conu8~ts. I think the . time is not far in the 

future when the I'UltaL.and village churches will unite in 

their efforts." 

At Princetown a Union 14en's Bible Class was organi

zed in the fall of 1914 with thirty members ~The class' 

meets in the Court House Sunday monning at 9:30 o'Clock. 

A correspondent gives the following account of its work: 

"The class grew rapidly during the winter, running 

over 100, and about the middle ot January the time seemed 

ripe for ~unton meeting. W. H. Pinkerton, Bowling Green, 
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Mo., was called for this meeting, which was called the 

Princetown Ken' s Bible Class Meeting. The men were fai th

ful, and enthusiastic during the meeting, and as a result 

about 215 were conyerted. The meeting was unique in that 

at no time was there a'ny wild enthusiasm. 

About 125 men accepted Christ, during the meeting. 

There have been conversions each Sunday at the class. 

since, about two months since the meeting closed. 

The men have their own prayer meeting each Thursday 

night. There have never been less than ~50J averaging about 

75 at these services, the most wonderful I have ever attend

ed. 

The class motto, "Here I am Lord send me," is a real 

thing to these men. 

Gospel Teams are being organized, one holding a ser

vice last night 'wi,th three conversions, a union service at 

the M. E. Church. The class has gone to Mercer, and made 

two trips to Spickards, one a Sunday taking a speCial train 

with over 250 people and conducting two services afternoon 

and evening with conversions. 

The class has spent a great deal for relief during 

the winter. No family suffered in the community, if they 

could help it. " 
While before the movement started, the church au

diences were largely women, my audience. show a larger per 

cen tage of man now. My men w111 conduct a service for me 

at any time, are even arixiou. to help. 
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Two new church buildings will be erected this year as 

a result of the movement. The Baptists $10,000, Christian 

$20.000." 

Princetown is a town of about 1,500 and has three 

churches: Baptist, Kethodist Bpiscopal and Christian. 

5. Tempe rance Work. 

/ The various denominations of this state, as in most 

other states, have probably co-opera~ed more frequently for 

temperance refor~ than for any other one thiI18. The Anti

Saloon League has enlisted all denominations. And when a 

representative visits a small town a union mass meeting i8 

" J usualll arranged. i 

"Dry Campaigns" have enlisted the co-operation of all 

churches and in their earnestness of purpose and effort de

nominational lines ·are lost sight of and prejudice has dis-

appeared, Christian men and wO,men, at such times, work to

gether as Christian citizens for temperance and morality. 

The W. C. T. U." with its branch organizations scat

tered allover the state., has banded together women of dif

ferent denominations into a common fellowship of service. 

A t this time in Columb.ia, Il1s souri, there is a Y. P. U., the 

Young People's branch of the W.C.T.U., which includes mem-
~, 

bers from all the churches, the Vice-President being a 

Roman Catholic.-

Sumnary. 

Union Sunday S'Choo·ls involve denominational co-operation. 

They un1~e the ", latere8ts and activities of people of diverse 

creeds, and religious traditions. They tend, by this asso-
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ciation: and by unity of interests,to break down denomina

tional prejudice and pride. This,to8Bther with the fact 

that they are very numerous, makes them of considerable 

social significance as a preparation for yet more complete 

and extensive denominational co-operation. 

In some ir~tances these union Sunday Schools are 

the only means,outside of the homes,within reach of the 

community for religious and moral training. In some in

stances activities, indicating the growth of a community 

sp iri t, have devel'oped in connection with the union Sunday 
I 

School work. 

Union building enterprises, a form of denominational 

co-operation made necessary in order to secure houses of 

worship in. the earlier days of sparser settlement, have been 

very common. But, because attended by certain disadvantage., 

are not now 88ner~lly regarded as desirable and the neces

sity for them, in many parts of the state has passed away. 

Yet, in many instances they have served a good. purpose and 

have, doubtless, encouraged the formation of new Sunday 

School. by virtue of the fact that Sunday School work re

quires a meeting together every Sunday and the work could 

not very well be allotted to certain denominations for cer-

tain SUmays, as the use of the build1ng for preachiq , 

service. i. allotted. 

Bo~w1thstanding the disadvantages accoapanyinc UD

ion building enterprise., tbe ~wo ca.e. no~ed support the 

concluaion that when tbe eapbaai. i. place4 upon co..un1t1 

oo-operaUon, instead of upon denominational and creedal 

d1fferenoe., such enterprtse. may have many advantage. aDd 

not necessar.ily result in friction. 
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Ministers' Alliances represent instaace. of church 

federation working from the pulpit to the people. When 

ministers get tosether regularly and discuss questions of 

community welfare and methods of denominational co-operation 

they are more likely to manifest friendliness and conside

ration of other denominations when in the pulpit, and to 

cultivate such a spirit among the 'people of their own 

church. 

In so _ insta~es Ministers.' Alliances may near

ly approach t~ fbrm of organization and methods of 

wcrk of the local or ~ ty federations. 

Union pra,er-meetings , evangelistic meetings, 

sUDlIler Sunday evening services, union Bible Study class

es and all such activities requiring the as.ociation 

and co-operation of members of different denominations 

not only show the extent to whioh sectarian distinc

tions have been overcome in the State of Missouri, but 

these ,various forms of cO,-operation help to more thor-

ougbly develop" a sense of unity and Jrepare the way for 

a more complete method of working toaether in the future. 

Temperance reform work, as a form of activity'ap

pealing to Christian people of all creeds and absolutely 

requiring co-operation for any degree of success, i • . ' 
worthy of special notice as a factor in the development 

ot the federation sentiment. 





Chapter VI 

Conclusion. 

105. 

The day of sectarian bitterness and rivalry is 

surely passing. Not only in the United States, but all 

over the civilized world, may be seen the evidences of a 

reaction,' in eipressions of religious tolerance and in 

organizations for religious and reform work which in

clude men and women of all creeds and religious a.ffil

lations. 

Efforts to unite Christendom upon a basis of a 

common creed and form of organization •• em to have · faI1-

ed. These inter-denominational organizat1ons for spe

cific purposes of common interest have, apparently~been 

much more successful. Whether these forms of denomina

tional co-operation originated 1n a realizat10n of unity 

in the essentials of religioua faith and a growing senae 

. of brotherhood, or whether they or1ginated in the press

ing needs of social reform and service reaultin8 from ' 

more complex forms of association and necessitating co

operative effort in meeting new social problems may be a 

question in dispute. The fact;.r,mains that the Church 1s 

coming to a realization of her opportunities 1n pract1cal 

service for .ocial welfare. And the necessit)es of tae so

cial situation are being met by co-operat1ve effort on the 

part of tha churches. 

The church federation movement appears as a cli

max of co-operative or8anization. It has rece1ved the 1n~ 

darsemeat of a ma1or1~y of the Chr1stian people ot the 
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United states, and the largest denominational bodies are 

co-operating in the Federal Council ot the Churches ot 

Christ in America. The work ot this Council is confined 

largely to advise regardill8 co-operation of the various 

national denominational orsanizationB •• to their relations 

between each other, &8 to questions of national policy and 

reforms. And also to the extension of the church federa-

ti on mo veme nt • 

The state Pederations hold the. same relation

ship to the smaller 'denominational organizations operat. 

ing within the state. And also encourage the extenalon 

of church tederation within' the state. 

The local tederations unite the churches b'ft 

cities or counties in various efforts for social reform 

and amelioration, and for distinctly relis10ua work, s~h 

as Gospel lIissions. The various tor .. of tederatedchurch

es repoeaent a union ot churches or Christians not only 

ter social reform and amelioration but alao tor publi-c 

worship and local evangeliam. 

These various types at tederation do not repr.

sent a hi!narcbJ. The relationship between the national, 

state and local tederations is only advisory. The tede

rations of each class are only sub-ordinate and responsi

ble to the bodies ·or churches comprising the Federation. 

In Missouri the tederationmovement appears to , 

haw ame considerable beadway_ The reaction trOlD the 

sectarian antaconisa and pride Is, of course, a latter 

of time... Whet" the social al'Kl religlou'. needs oe such 
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as not to make co-operation between churehea,or individ

uals of differ.at creeds, imperative this reaction may be 

very .kow~to manifest itself. It is to be expected, there

fore, tlll t the federation moveDBnt will be more advanced 

in some places than in others, and in some states than in 

others. Compared with other states Missouri seaDS to be 

fairly progressi ve in this respect. 

Altho handicapped by, and behind many of the other 

states in, not having a state federation, the movement has 

developed in four of the largest cities in the state. In 

some of the sIDa·ller towns and in some rural communi ti·es 

the movement is also manifesting itself. 

The reports from the city federations show that 

the social~,fficiency of the churches has been greatly in-

creased by co-ordinating and concentrating the interests, 

activities and eesources of the churches of the federa-

tions. And as a result of the economy of effort and re

sources thus effected it has been possible to greatly en

large the scope of social service. The churches of theae 

cities are thus enabled to more adequately and more effe-
. . 

ciently meet the aocial 'and religious needs confronting 

them. 

The instances of federated churches considered in 
,'. 

this paper appear to have resulted largely from the neces8i

ties of the · respective situations. Only in the case Qf the 

Barnett federation does it appear as a demand of a senti-, 
ment of unity·and fellowship. Bven in this case the fact 

tlB t there was not a resident minister in &a8~111l1age and 
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the need of a resident minister to assist in the community 

development was an important factor in bringing about the 

federation. These federations are too recent to allow any 

conclusion to be drawn as to advantages resulting there

from. Two of the denominational churches, which were con

sidered of examples of co-operation of individuals of dif

ferent beliefs and dissimilar religious training, show, 

however, considerable activity .in community betterment. 

It is in this way that the social' effectiveness 

of village and. rural churches must find expreasion. The 
. 

social:problems confronting the city churches, which are 

lacking in the village :aai rural communi ties, are, att.r 

all, only problems of community betterment and service. 

If the village and rural churches have any social function 

it must be in improving home life, in moral training and in 

advancing all methods of cODlJll1U1i ty progress and improvements. 

A city federation which does not -Ugage its members in ac

tivities of various kinds caluulated to ' meet the social 

needs of the town is not likely to prosper. The city fede

ration, regarding which it was reported that. its members 

were "all inditferant", did not have much of a record of 

work accomplished or attempted. The village or rural fede

ration that does not interest its members in the community 

problems, and cp-ordinate their activities in specific 

lines of . communi ty improvement, will not be likely to pros-

per. 

In spite of some evidences here and there of the 

old sectarian spirit, the state, on the whole, seems ready 

-so far as good feeling and sentiment are concerned, for the 
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federation movement. And the need, in both city and country, 

for co-operation in meeting the social demands and problems 

of our time is being more fully realized than ever before. 

The various farms of denominational co-operation in this 

state, such as union Sunday Schools, Fayer meetings, evan

gelisti c meetings and ministers' alliances, are preparing 

the way for a larger and more complete operation of church 

federation thruout the state. The Sunday School reports 

show ffiru1y instances where church federation could probably 

be effected under competent leadership such as a state fede-

ration might well undertake to maintain. 
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