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The legacy of leadership 
for any ruler is the for
ward progress of the 

subjects being lead. Since 
1992, the N dzundza 
Ndebele nation has moved 
steadily forward from the 
standEoint of a cultural 
home and under apartheid, 
into the 21st century inde
pendent global arena guid
ed by their indigenous sov
ereign, King Ma):'itjha I~I. A 
ruler, who lived In serVIce to 
his nation, King Mayitjha III 
can best be described by the 
roles he lived, as father to 
twenty, husband to five, 
counsellor to hundreds, a 
friend to me for the past 
nine years and as revolu
tionary, visionary leader to 
his nation of thousands. 

provinces as well as in the par
liament. The Ndebele have a 
proverb, which translates to 
say, "when the sun sets, the 
sun also rises again." Its 
meaning describes the 
Ndebele cultural tradition 
regarding the transition of 
leadership, when a monarch 
deceases. Immediately follow
ing the death of hi~ Father, 
King Mabhoko II, In 1992, 
King Mayitjha was crowned 
the new King. 

In keeping with tha~ tradition, 
immediately follOWIng the 
untimely death of the beloved 
King Mayitjha III, on 30 June 
2005 his first born son from 
the first wife, Queen Siphila 
Dlamini, of the Swaziland 
monarchy, Prince Mbusi, was 
crowned King Mabhoko III by 
the royal family. DurinS the 
Memorial Service for his 
Father on 16 July, the new 
King was introduced to his 
Ndzundza Ndebele nation. 
His official transition to the 
throne will take place, ~mce 
President Thabo Mbeki comes 
to Mpumalanga to install him. 

His life of challenge and 
overcoming, began in Ju.~e 
1947, in Emtha-mbothInI In 
the province of 
Mpumalanga, then called 
the Eastern Transvaal. He 
was the first born son of 
King Mabhoko II 
(Mabusabesala) of the 
Ndzundza Ndebele nation, 
thus giving him the family 
position for future leader
ship. He was a graduate of 
Boaparankwe Royal College 
at Arabi. He had a keen 
mind for business and pur
sued his interests in con
struction, farming, and 
retail. The King was natural-
ly charismatic, a~d e~sily 
motivated those In his sur
roundings to participate i~ 

The IN Kosi Ka Fene, a grandfather of the ~oyal 
family; presents the former prince, now KIng 
MabhC:ko III to the Ndebele nation during tne 

memorial ceremony for his late father. 

The new King became a man 
in the NdebeIe traditional ini
tiation ceremonies in 200l. 
Since that time, he has worked 
closely with his Father view
ing first hand, how a master 
custodian of traditional ways 
and customs, handles the 
pressing business o~ leading a 
nation into economIC and cul
tural empowerment in the 
new South Africa. 

his ideas to develop a bUSIness 
environment in the KwaNdebele 
Homeland. 

In 1969, he began his political 
career as a member of the 
Ndzundza Tribal Authority, the 
governing structure?f the Ndebele 
nation. He was paSSIOnate about 
the value of education for all 
Ndebele children, and in 1979 
became the first Minister of 
Education in the KwaNdebele 
Homeland. He served in that posi
tion until 1984, when he was post
ed to become Minister of the 
Department of Health. As a meI?
ber of parliament, he worked WIth 

16 

comrades, including his younger 
brother, Prince James, to transfo!m 
the apartheid governance of theIr 
homeland. His vision of Homeland 
Governance was progressive, a~d 
his became the Minister of PublIc 
Works from 1990 unti11992. 
While pursuing his bu~iness and 
political career, as a Pnnce, he 
never neglected his traditional 
training oy his ~ather a~d othe.r 
tribal elders. HIS expenences In 
the outer world, coupled with his 
indigenous kno,:"ledge and i~stru~
tion, groomed hIm well.tor hIS ulti
mate position of authonty. He was 
a man who could easily be com
fortable and effective in the 

The body of King Mayitjha III may 
be at rest, but his spirit is not 
sleeping; it is cha.rged to align with 
his son, young King Mab~ok? III, 
to guide and strengthen him In the 
next decades of his leadership of 
the Ndzundza Ndebele nation. The 
legacy of protection and preserva
tion of the Ndebele culture by the 
artistic women and the pivotal 
men should be maintained under 
this new leadershiJ? We ar~ srate
ful for the life of King MaYItjha III. 
Hamba Kahle Ingwenyama! 
[Farewell our King]. 
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