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The Northern Cheyenne represent a group that experiences poverty and hunger at an exceptionally high level. As an
extreme case study, this project examines patterns and implications of food provisioning choices that may be relevant
to other groups that experience food insecurity as well. The purpose of this study is to document food security levels
and assess the relationships to household and respondent characteristics, food sources, programs and strategies for the
Northern Cheyenne. A variety of analytical tools are used to answer this question, including frequencies, crosstabulation, binomial and multinomial logistical regressions and cluster analysis. This project adds conceptually and
methodologically to food provisioning literature by examining the combinations of sources sed in food provisioning.
We find that households use the most “productive” or reliable food sources to which they have access first. Food
sources cluster in understandable combinations and show additional food provisioning patterns on the reservation.
Overall, households that have access to more valuable and/or stable resources are more likely to reach food security.
Conversely, households that use more risky food sources are more likely to have food insecurity. This has implications
for the Northern Cheyenne who clearly benefit from a greater understanding of their situation to re-empower their
community. But as a theoretical guide, this instrumental case study also has applications to other resource poor
groups. This research points to the reality of food insecurity and hunger in the U.S. and will hopefully provoke
discussion about the resources and systems underlying food provisioning activities in this
country.

