
commissioner.
The district now covers all

of northern Butler County;
before redistricting, the
northwest corner was in

Two El Dorado business
owners are competing in the
Republican primary for the
open District 75 House seat
in Butler County.

Will Carpenter and Karen
Hasting seek to replace Re-
publican Rep. John Grange,
who is running for state Sen-
ate. The winner of the Aug. 7
primary will face Democrat
Suzanne Scribner in Novem-
ber.

Both candidates have
served on school boards —

Carpenter in the Circle dis-
trict and Hasting in El Dora-
do. Carpenter also has been a
Butler County commissioner
and a state Wildlife and Parks

District 70.
Turn to Page 7A for in-

formation on the candidates
and their stances on tax cuts,
education and more.

Carpenter, Hasting face off in District 75
Eagle staff 

Karen
Hasting

Will
Carpenter

COMING
WEDNESDAY

Look for information on
Democratic candidates
Patricia Sloop and Jason
Zabel in District 88 in east
Wichita.

LOCAL&STATETALK TO US: Call Jean Hays,
316-268-6557, or e-mail
jhays@wichitaeagle.com
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Now you know.

has said in past months that the dis-
trict needs to raise pay to attract and
keep qualified teachers, told board
members Monday that the coming
school year “appears like a better

Wichita school board members
heard from teachers on Monday –
several during the board meeting and
about 150 beforehand, rallying out-
side – who said they want better
working conditions and an end to a
four-year salary freeze.

“I do truly appreciate hearing that
our work as teachers is valued,” Erin
Gulick Dresher, an art teacher at
Peterson Elementary School, told
board members.

“Unfortunately, those compliments
and those accolades and even your
creative budgeting cannot pay my
mortgage or feed my child,” she said.
“It is time that you stop just saying
how much you value me, and it is
time that you start paying how much
you value me.”

Contract negotiations between the
school district and the union that

represents its 4,000 teachers broke
down last month. Meetings with a
federal mediator have not yielded a
contract agreement.

Superintendent John Allison, who

year” budget-wise.
During a brief budget presentation,

Allison said the district expects about
$25 million in additional funding
from various sources, including a
$4.2 million increase in the base
per-pupil state aid.

Other expected increases in reve-
nue include: $3.9 million in aid for
bilingual and at-risk students;
$8.2 million more from the local
option budget; $6 million in federal
aid for special education; and
$3 million in savings from retire-
ments and vacancies.

Allison noted, however, that the
district expects fixed costs to go up
nearly $12.7 million for such things
as fuel, technology, utilities and addi-
tional staff for bilingual and special-
education students.

During Monday’s school board
meeting several teachers addressed 

School board hears from teachers

Jaime Green/The Wichita Eagle

About 150 people demonstrated in a rally supporting teachers before the
school board meeting at Wichita North High School on Monday.

BY SUZANNE PEREZ TOBIAS
The Wichita Eagle

Please see TEACHERS, Page 2A

Crews find drowning
victim at Lake Afton

Firefighters on Monday
morning found the body of a
man who disappeared at Lake
Afton over the weekend.

Dwight Dewayne Givens,
47, disappeared underwater
while swimming in the lake at
around 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Sedgwick County and Wich-
ita fire crews spent the week-
end searching for him but
were hampered by poor vis-
ibility and strong winds and
currents.

The crews suspended their
search Sunday night and
resumed searching at approxi-
mately 5:30 a.m. Monday.

According to the Sedgwick
County Sheriff’s Office, Giv-
ens was found shortly after
daylight on the surface of the
lake in the general vicinity of
where he disappeared.

The body was transported
to the Sedgwick County Re-
gional Forensic Science Cen-
ter for an autopsy. The
drowning is still under in-
vestigation.

— Sarah Tucker

Two Wichita schools 
to add pre-K programs

Two more Wichita elemen-
tary schools will offer pre-
kindergarten programs begin-
ning this fall, district officials
announced Monday.

College Hill Elementary,
211 N. Clifton, and Woodland
Health and Wellness Magnet,
1705 Salina, will have morn-
ing and afternoon programs.
Each session will accommo-
date about 20 students.

To enroll in pre-K, children
must turn 4 by Aug. 31 and be
screened to meet the eligibili-
ty criteria for the program.

Parents can begin the en-
rollment process by complet-
ing an interest form on the
district’s website,
www.ec.usd259.org. For more
information, call the early
childhood office at
316-973-4708.

— Suzanne Perez Tobias

Mother, daughter
surprise burglars

Police have arrested two
men in connection with a
burglary in the 2800 block of
South Custer, southwest of
Pawnee and Meridian, close
to midnight on Sunday.

A mother and daughter
returned home to find two
men inside their house in the
process of stealing items such
as electronics, Lt. Doug Nolte
said. The suspects fled on foot
with a red duffel bag and left
behind a car, police said.

Later, a 21-year-old woman
came to pick up the car. When
police stopped her, they deter-
mined it was one of the sus-
pects’ cars. The woman, who
was not involved in the rob-
bery, was cooperative and
took officers back to her
apartment, where police ar-
rested two 19-year-old men
and recovered items belong-
ing to the victims, police said.

Among the recovered items
was a camera that the sus-
pects used to take a picture of
themselves after the burglary,
police said.

— Sarah Tucker

Pat Benatar, husband 
to perform in Salina

Pat Benatar and Neil Gi-
raldo will perform at Stiefel
Theatre in Salina on Aug. 6,
the theater announced Mon-
day. Tickets will go on sale at
9 a.m. July 16 for $38 and
$48.

Benatar’s hits include “Love
Is a Battlefield” and “Hit Me
With Your Best Shot.” Giraldo,
her husband, is a guitarist,
producer and song writer.

Tickets will be available at
the Stiefel offices at 151 S.
Santa Fe Ave. in downtown
Salina from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays; by
phone at 785-827-1998 ($4
fee per order); and online at
www.stiefeltheatre.org or
Ticketmaster.com.

— Annie Calovich

AREA NEWS 
IN BRIEF

The cost of space will likely
go up at Century II to elim-
inate the annual taxpayer
subsidy that helps finance the
downtown performing arts
and convention center.

Today, the Wichita City
Council will weigh the facil-
ity’s first rental rate increase
in 12 years, a move that won’t
balance its budget but should
eliminate the annual
$400,000 subsidy from the
city’s general fund, said John
D’Angelo, the faculty’s manag-
er and the city’s arts and cul-
tural services manager.

It’s impossible to bridge the
facility’s annual deficit, D’An-
gelo said, which was almost
$500,000 in 2011, despite the
annual $1.5 million subsidy
from the city’s convention and
tourism fund. That fund
comes from guest tax revenue
collected at the city’s hotels.

D’Angelo is not recom-
mending a fee increase large
enough to wipe out the guest
tax subsidy.

“I wouldn’t anticipate a fee
increase large enough to sig-
nificantly decrease it,” he
said. “We’d run people out of
business.

“But as we stand right now,
this helps to balance our level
of subsidy by lessening the
dependency on the guest tax
and the general fund.”

But based on 10 percent
projected revenue growth
built into the rate increase
proposal – about $680,000
– D’Angelo believes the gen-
eral fund subsidy eventually
can be wiped out and the
guest tax subsidy decreased.

“It’s really hard to project
for certain,” he said, “because
we’re asking the council for
two years to work with our
regular clients and we’re
contracted out 18 months,” he
said. “Some people won’t see
any immediate change be-
cause they’re already under
contract. Everybody will be on
the new rates by 2015.”

The rate increase proposal
before the council today in-
cludes new agreements with
Century II’s three primary
cultural tenants: Music 

City may
increase
Century II
rental rates 
BY BILL WILSON
The Wichita Eagle

Please see CENTURY II , Page 8A

More than 70 people were waiting
in the hall outside Wichita’s driver’s
license office at 7:45 a.m. on Mon-
day.

That’s right, a Monday. 
To help alleviate summer lines, the

Kansas Department of Revenue
opened the driver’s license office in
Wichita on Mondays in July and
August. Monday was the first day of
the extra hours. The Revenue Depart-
ment also opened an office in Olathe
on Mondays, too.

“During the summer, we have a
huge crush of people coming into the
offices,” said Jeannine Koranda,
spokeswoman for the Kansas Depart-
ment of Revenue. She attributed
much of the increase to teens being
out of school and having time to get
their licenses. 

“There’s an increase in wait times
(over the summer) at all the offices,
but especially in urban areas,” Koran-
da said.

Mike Fowler said he arrived at 6:30
a.m. to be the first in line at the office
at 1823 W. 21st St. at Twin Lakes. He
said he has waited many hours in line

several times before, trying to get his
motorcycle license.

“I came early to beat everyone,”
Fowler said.

Others showed up a little later, and
one man even brought a chair to sit
in until the office opened.

Not many seemed to mind the
early-morning wait, but several peo-
ple were upset by a new text-based

service that seemed to allow latecom-
ers to jump ahead in line.

Carol Francis said she had been
waiting in line since 7 a.m. People
who arrived after her and texted got
bumped to the front of the line, she
said.

The line management system,
called QLess, is a recent addition to
Kansas’ busier driver’s license offices.
It allows people to get in line without

Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle

People line up Monday at the Twin Lakes driver’s license office on the first day of extended Monday hours. The
state has added Monday hours in Wichita and Olathe through Aug. 27. 

Extra office hours draw crowd
BY SARAH TUCKER
The Wichita Eagle

Please see LICENSE , Page 5A

How to
SKIP THE LINE

To avoid waiting in line at Wichita’s
driver licensing office, you can join
the QLess three ways:

■ Go online to ksrevenue.org/
Qless.html and sign in.

■ Text “Wichita DL” to
714-333-1234.

■ Sign in at the touch-screen
kiosk located in the driver licensing
office.

You will need a cellphone with
texting capabilities to use the QLess
line management system. Texts are
used to notify you of your position in
line.

Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle

Abraham Cortez adds his cellphone
number to the waiting list at the
Twin Lakes driver's license office so
he can be notified by text message.


