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Now you know.

Toxic algae still
causing problems
at Kansas lakes

TOPEKA — Health officials
say five Kansas lakes continue
to have high levels of harmful
blue-green algae. 

The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment has
warnings about algae blooms
at Chisholm Creek North Lake
in Sedgwick County, Harvey
County East Lake, Logan City
Lake in Phillips County, Me-
morial/Veterans Lake in Bar-
ton County and South Lake
Park in Johnson County. 

The warnings mean the
lakes contain high levels of
the algae and contact with the
water is prohibited. 

Two lakes, Deanna Rose
Farmstead in Johnson County
and Scott State Park in Scott
County, have been added to
the lower level advisory status
for blue-green algae, which
means direct contact with the
water is discouraged for peo-
ple, pets and livestock. 

Warnings or advisories were
lifted this week for Herington
Reservoir and Lovewell Reser-
voir. 

— Associated Press

3 arrested in late-night
robberty in Old Town

Two men were robbed in
Old Town early Friday morn-
ing, but police were able to
find the three suspects quickly
and arrest them.

The two men, ages 21 and
25, were walking in the 200
block of North Rock Island at
about 2 a.m. when they were
approached by three strang-
ers, Lt. Doug Nolte said.

The three men demanded
money and cigarettes from
the victims and then took the
items by force before running
down the street. The victims
quickly flagged down an offi-
cer, told him what happened,
and he found the suspects at
First and Rock Island, a police
report states.

The officer found property
stolen in the incident and the
suspects were arrested, Nolte
said.

— Stan Finger

Immunization clinics set
for new school year

The Sedgwick County
Health Department will offer
two immunization clinics in
Wichita before the beginning
of the school year.

The first clinic will take
place from 9 a.m. to noon
today at 1900 E. Ninth St. The
second clinic will be Aug. 11,
from 9 a.m. to noon, at 2716
W. Central.

Vaccination is free for unin-
sured children, ages 18 and
younger, with proof of in-
come. Most insurance is ac-
cepted, including Medicare
and Medicaid. Parents are
asked to bring the child’s shot
record to the clinic. 

— Simina Mistreanu

10-year-old girl dies in
four-wheeler accident

LEAVENWORTH — A
10-year-old Leavenworth
County girl has died after her
rough-terrain vehicle went
into a farm pond. 

The Leavenworth County
Sheriff’s Office says Shelbee
Heim, of rural Leavenworth,
was driving the four-wheel
vehicle on a dirt path next to
a pond Thursday evening. The
vehicle dropped off the pond
edge and rolled onto the driv-
er’s side, trapping Shelbee
underwater. 

Officers say the girl’s father
tried to lift the vehicle off his
daughter but was unsuc-
cessful. 

Undersheriff Ron Cranor
says Kickapoo Township fire-
fighters removed Shelbee
from the water about 15 min-
utes after the accident. She
was pronounced dead at a
Leavenworth hospital. 

The death is being investi-
gated as an accident. An au-
topsy will be performed.

— Associated Press
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A byproduct of the ongoing
heat wave, increased smog,
may ultimately bring more
and longer-lasting annoyance
than the heat itself.

The heat wave will eventu-
ally break, but Wichita’s
smog reports probably al-
ready have been damaged to
the extent of triggering some

mandatory — and potentially
costly and inconvenient —
pollution controls like those
in other big cities.

Wichita has exceeded its
ceiling for the pollutant
ozone at least seven times
this year, including Thursday
and almost undoubtedly
Friday.

“Continued violations of
the ozone standards estab-
lished by the Environmental

Protection Agency in the
Wichita area could result in
costly federal regulations
that could harm the local
economy,” the city said in a
warning issued Friday.

Kay Johnson, the city’s
environmental initiatives
manager, said Wichita will
almost certainly fail to meet
the ozone standard for the
year. But she said it’s still
important to try to cut back

pollution because the scope
of any EPA actions would
most likely be based on the
number and severity of smog
incidents.

The city government is
pleading with the public to
try to voluntarily cut pollu-
tion. Officials have been
constantly issuing lists of
smog-reduction tips such as
cutting back on driving,
mowing lawns and filling

fuel tanks late in the day
when the sunlight isn’t as
intense, and avoiding use of
gas-powered trimmers and
leaf blowers.

Johnson said she thinks
residents are getting the
message.

“I think people are actually
trying to cooperate,” she
said. “The problem is the 

Smog violations could lead to EPA rules
BY DION LEFLER
The Wichita Eagle
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B
rad Saens is a born competitor.

Friends and family describe
Saens, 42, as passionate and
proud about everything he

does, whether it’s competing in
duathlons or working as an IV ther-
apist at Via Christi.

“Everything he puts his mind to,
he excels at,” his wife, Julie Saens,
said.

On Sept. 22, Brad Saens will com-
pete in the Duathlon World Champi-
onship in Nancy, France. He qual-
ified after outsprinting a competitor
by two-tenths of a second to place
18th last April at the national cham-
pionships in Tucson.

He completed the 35K bike ride
and 5K run in one hour, 37 minutes
and 50 seconds. Saens considers it
one of his worst times.

“It was horrible,” he said. “(I was)
8, 9 minutes slower than what I
usually do.”

What makes Saens’ story unique
isn’t his drive, his newness to the
sport — he has only competed for
four years — or even his age. It’s the
fact that he’s competing in a world
championship just two years after a
serious accident that left him afraid
to ride a bike and unable to work.

Back on road to win

Fernando Salazar/The Wichita Eagle

Brad Saens (in red), and his training partner Shawn Stafford ride their bikes through Sedgwick County Park in
preparation for the next duathlon.

Fernando Salazar/The Wichita Eagle

Saens, left, and training partner Stafford on a run. Saens will will
compete in the Duathlon World Championship in France, in September. 

Kingman athlete to
compete in championship
two years after accident

BY SARAH TUCKER
The Wichita Eagle
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Sedgwick County Sheriff Robert
Hinshaw said at a forum Friday
that a side-by-side comparison
shows he is the most qualified
candidate for sheriff in the Aug. 7
Republican primary, but oppo-
nent Jeff Easter said it is time for
a change.

Easter, a Wichita police captain,
said his leadership would lift the
Sheriff’s Office out of a stagnant
situation.

Hinshaw said he has more ex-
perience, education and training.

For the second day in a row, the
two Republican candidates for
sheriff took questions at an elec-
tion forum, this time before the
Wichita Pachyderm Club at the
Bank of America Building down-
town. The winner of the GOP
primary will face Democrat Jefrey
Weinman, a former Wichita po-
lice officer.

The case of a former sheriff’s
jail deputy being recently charged
with sex crimes against inmates
came up during questioning Fri-
day, but Hinshaw and Easter
didn’t respond as combatively on
the issue as they did Thursday
during a forum before the Wich-
ita Crime Commission.

Hinshaw, 54, told the Pachy-
derm Club audience that being
sheriff is a “big job” overseeing
an office that has hundreds of
employees doing a variety of
duties, including patrolling, oper-
ating the jail, providing court
security and delivering legal pa-
pers. He said he has 33 years of
experience with the Sheriff’s
Office and a master’s degree in
business law.

Easter, 43, has 23 years with
the Wichita Police Department
and a bachelor’s degree in organi-
zational management and leader-
ship. He oversees the Patrol
North bureau. Easter touted his
leadership in reducing neigh-
borhood crime and in fighting
gangs. He said he led a multi-
agency effort that eradicated a
street gang by helping to put 40
people in prison. He said he has
an innovative, team-oriented
style of management.

When the two were asked what
single area they would focus on
most in the next four years, East-
er said it would be the jail, where
he said he would assert himself
by changing the organizational
chart so he would be in charge,
with a major answering directly
to him. He said the jail needs to
run as efficiently as possible. He
also said he would push for more
sharing among law enforcement
agencies of crime-fighting in-
telligence.

Hinshaw said he would continue
to focus on three initiatives he began
after being elected in 2008: recruit-
ing and hiring well, retaining good
employees and offering the best 

Candidates
for sheriff
vie before
GOP club
BY TIM POTTER
The Wichita Eagle
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Enrollment at Wichita
Public Schools for the
2012-13 school year begins
Monday and runs through
Thursday next week.

All public schools in Wich-
ita will have the same en-
rollment times: Monday and
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 3

p.m., and Wednesday and
Thursday from noon to 7
p.m.

Parents can download the
required enrollment forms
at www.enroll.usd259.org,
print them out, complete
them ahead of time, and
return them to their child’s
school. The website also
offers information about
school supplies, standard-

ized dress and immuniza-
tion requirements, among
other things. 

Parents of returning stu-
dents can complete and pay
for enrollment online. To do
that, they will need a Parent
Assist account, which they
can get by contacting their
child’s school. After com-
pleting the common enroll-
ment documents online,

parents will be redirected to
their child’s school website,
where they will receive
further information about
supplies, schedules and
more.

For assistance with com-
pleting forms and making
payments online, parents
can call the Online Enroll-
ment Information line at
316-973-4216 or their

child’s school.
The first day of school for

all students is Wednesday,
Aug. 15. 

There will be a half-day
orientation for sixth and
ninth grade students on
Aug. 14. 

Reach Simina Mistreanu at
316-269-6791 or
smistreanu@wichitaeagle.com.

Wichita public schools enrollment starts Monday
BY SIMINA MISTREANU
The Wichita Eagle


