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Blackburn and Wichert said
they intend to use their guns
not just for protection but for
fun, too.

“I don’t buy purses; I don’t
buy shoes,” Blackburn said.
“So, this is my new little hob-
by.”

The pair are examples of a
growing trend: More and
more women are becoming
interested in guns and learn-
ing how to shoot.

Numbers rising

According to statistics from
the Kansas Attorney General,
2,491 women submitted con-
cealed-carry applications in
fiscal 2012. That represents
more than a 57 percent in-
crease in applicants from the
previous year. 

In Sedgwick County, 512
women applied for concealed-
carry licenses in fiscal 2012, a
43.8 percent increase from
the previous year.

Patricia Stoneking, owner
and instructor at Target Mas-
ter Shooting Academy in
Bonner Springs, says she’s
seeing more women in her
beginner classes and on the
range.

“One or two years ago,
there would be one or two
women and six men in a
class,” she said.

Now the ratio is reversed. 
“When you’re dealing with

it every day, it’s obvious to see
the increase of women shoot-
ing,” she said.

Stoneking, who is also the
president of the Kansas State
Rifle Association, attributes
the growing numbers of wom-
en and guns to a “concerted
effort” by the National Rifle
Association and state associa-
tions to help women become
more comfortable and wel-
come on a shooting range. 

One way for women to
learn about guns is Women on
Target, an instructional gun
clinic for women sponsored
by the NRA and its state affili-
ates. 

“Instructors walk (women)
through, and give them a
taste of what it’s like to
shoot,” Stoneking said. “They
meet other women and get to
explore and enjoy the sport of
shooting safely and comfort-
ably.” 

Maria Brock attended Bull-
seye’s women-only handgun
class to learn how to shoot
different guns. Although she
is afraid of guns, Brock said
she chose Bullseye because of
the shooting options the class
offered.

“It said you could try out
different weapons, which is
something I wanted to do,”
Brock said. “I know nothing
about guns.”

Guns and the outdoors

Women are becoming in-
terested in more than hand-
guns and concealed carry.
Numbers also are up in shoot-
ing sports and hunting.

According to data from the
National Sporting Goods
Association, female participa-
tion in target shooting in-
creased about 50 percent or
from 3.3 million to 5 million
nationally from 2001 to 2011,
and female participation in
hunting increased from
1.8 million to 2.6 million
during the same time span.

Women also are purchasing
more hunting licenses.

In Kansas, the number of
resident women purchasing
hunting licenses has grown
178 percent between 2006
and 2010, according to data
from the Kansas Department
of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-

ism.
Jami McCabe coordinates

Kansas’ Becoming an Out-
doors-Woman program in the
spring and fall. She said all
the classes — sponsored by
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism —
are popular and fill up quick-
ly, especially the shooting
classes.

Shooting “is something
more and more women are
doing,” McCabe said. 

McCabe, who has been the
program’s state coordinator
for the past 11 years, said
she’s heard of more women-
only sporting clay shoots,
hunter education classes and
concealed-carry classes. 

“That leads me to think a lot
more women are getting in-
terested and involved,”
McCabe said.

A new target

Wichita’s three indoor rang-
es have seen more women in
their stores for a couple of
years now. 

Mike Relihan, owner of
Bullseye Shooting Range, said
he’s seen a “dramatic explo-
sion” of female customers.
Business is up 60 percent
since he bought the store
more than two years ago, and
half the increase is female, he
said.

At Gander Mountain Acade-
my, instructor Randy Pugh
said they’re also seeing more
women in their classes, as
well as on the range and in
shooting sports in general.

“Just based on what we see
here, probably one-third of
our clientele are female,”
Pugh said.

Pugh thinks the increase of
female shooters is due to
better education about guns,
as well as a changing climate
toward guns and more in-
terest in home defense. It also
doesn’t hurt that stores and
gun manufacturers are target-
ing their newest demograph-
ic.

“Marketing for women has
increased drastically over the

last couple years,” Pugh said. 
Gander Mountain sells more

“pretty guns” and hosts wom-
en-only classes, ladies’ night

at its shooting range and even
Mother’s Day specials, Pugh
said.

Bullseye sells more pink

guns and accessories than
before, and Relihan said he’s
made an effort to “soften” up
the store to make women feel
comfortable.

“When I bought this place it
was like an old white guy’s
club,” Relihan said.

He changed the targets that
greeted customers at the front
door to targets of zombies
and monsters and made pur-
chases he never expected.

“We sell purses now,” Reli-
han said.

Don Holman, owner of The
Bullet Stop, also has seen an
increase in the number of
women in his store but takes a
different approach: “Everyone
has to learn together,” Hol-
man said. “Women need to
compete with men.” 

To Holman, women-only
classes encourage the “weaker
sex” mentality.

Still, The Bullet Stop does
sell purses and pink ear pro-
tectors and hosts a ladies’ day
for members every Wednes-
day. Women-only classes are
offered only if there’s enough
interest, he said.

No longer a boys club

By the end of the Bullseye

class, each woman knew the
proper shooting stance, how
to grip and shoot a gun, and
had gotten to practice with
different weapons on the
range.

Sarah Sotomayor and her
mother, Katy, enjoyed them-
selves, though they almost
skipped the class to go shop-
ping. 

Katy said she was learning
how to shoot because her
husband bought her a gun. 

Sarah said she was attend-
ing the class to prove to her
father she could shoot well
enough to get a gun, prefera-
bly a pink one.

“He gives me a hard time
because I’m a girl,” Sarah
said. “I’m his daughter; I’m his
baby.”

Although she was initially
nervous, almost all of Sarah’s
shots were in the bull’s-eye on
her target sheet.

“It’s pretty impressive,”
Sarah said. “I’m really proud
of myself for that, too.

“I definitely want to come
back and shoot some more.”

Reach Sarah Tucker at
316-268-6514 or
stucker@wichitaeagle.com.
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Before they get to shoot, the women in a class at Bullseye Shooting Range practice their
shooting stance, grip and aim with plastic pistols. 


