
LOCAL&STATETALK TO US: Call Jean Hays,
316-268-6557, or e-mail
jhays@wichitaeagle.com

WWW.KANSAS.COM/NEWS

1B
WEDNESDAY

AUGUST 8, 2012

Now you know.

Man, 29, shot at
bar near Harry
and Oliver

Police are investigating a
shooting that occurred early
Tuesday morning at a south
Wichita bar.

A 29-year-old man was
shot in the chest shortly
before 2 a.m. in the parking
lot of the Place, 4859 E.
Harry, near Harry and Oli-
ver, Capt. Darrell Atteberry
said. He was taken to Wes-
ley Medical Center, where
he was in critical condition
Tuesday afternoon.

Someone at the bar report-
ed hearing a shot in the park-
ing lot, Atteberry said, and
when they went outside a
large crowd was holding the
victim down, urging him to
stay down. There were more
than 20 people in the parking
lot when officers arrived, he
said, but no one admitted to
being a witness to the shoot-
ing.

Police have interviewed
several people, but no ar-
rests have been made.

— Stan Finger

Man, 60, arrested after
boys report abuse

A 60-year-old man has been
arrested after two young boys
told their mother he had
fondled them, police say, and
investigators are now checking
to see whether there may be
other victims.

The man is a friend of the
family, Capt. Darrell Atteberry
said Tuesday. The boys, ages
10 and 11, reported the activ-
ity Monday night.

The Exploited and Miss-
ing Child Unit was notified,
and the man was arrested
after he was questioned. He
was booked on suspicion of
two counts of aggravated
indecent liberties with a
child. Investigators aren’t
sure at this point how long
the reported abuse has been
going on, Atteberry said.

— Stan Finger

California man killed
in crash near Pratt

PRATT — A California man
was killed in a wreck Mon-
day north of Pratt after
driving on the wrong side of
the road.

Michael King, 51, of
Blythe, Calif., was north-
bound in the southbound
lane of K-61 shortly after 5
p.m., according to the Kan-
sas Highway Patrol. The
2007 Chevrolet pickup he
was driving hit a tractor-
trailer head-on.

King was pronounced
dead at the scene; the driv-
er of the truck, Ricky Parks,
49, of Covington, Ga., was
not injured. 

— Hutchinson News

Lawyer gets 3 years
for Ponzi scheme

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A
Leawood attorney faces
three years in prison for his
role in a scheme that bilked
investors out of about
$52 million. 

James Scott Brown plead-
ed guilty earlier to partici-
pating in a conspiracy to
commit wire and mail
fraud. He was sentenced
Tuesday to three years in
prison without parole and
ordered to pay $34 million
in restitution. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Kansas City says investors
loaned about $52.5 million
through the scheme known as
the British Lending Program.
Victims thought they were
loaning money for real estate
projects, but Brown and two
other men kept most of the
money.

Martin Sigillito of Web-
ster Groves, Mo., is await-
ing sentencing after being
convicted of leading the
conspiracy. Derek Smith, of
Oxfordshire, England,
pleaded guilty and awaits
sentencing. 

— Associated Press
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A testy debate over the
funding of Old Cowtown
Museum became a major
topic in Tuesday’s city budget
hearing.

In his budget remarks, City
Manager Robert Layton
ratcheted down the cut he
wants to make to Cowtown’s
2013 proposed budget to
about $80,000. That’s down
from an earlier estimated cut
of $100,000, which would

have been about 15 percent
of the museum’s operating
budget.

But Layton and City Coun-
cil members, confronted with
strong objections to the cuts
from the Cowtown board,
stood firm, saying the muse-
um is the only one of five
city arts and cultural institu-
tions that requires supple-
mental funding from the
city’s general fund to pay its
bills — $208,258 in 2012, a
figure estimated to drop to
$143,186 in 2013. 

And Cowtown supporters
absorbed a mild rebuke from
the council bench to step up
what has been a relatively
small fundraising effort that
“easily” should bridge that
$80,000 cut, Vice Mayor
Janet Miller said.

“This isn’t about trying to
weaken Cowtown,” Layton
told the council. “We’re try-
ing to change our thought
processes. This isn’t about an
incremental decrease in ex-
penses or an increase in reve-
nues. It’s how can we turn

the corner and make this a
more robust museum and
facility.”

Layton talked at length
about “changing the business
model” at Cowtown, propos-
ing a joint city/museum
board study to model Cow-
town after Heritage Hill State
Park in Wisconsin and Living
History Farms in Iowa. The
two museums have limited
public sector support; both
rely on admissions and a
vibrant fundraising effort for
financial support.

But numerous Cowtown
backers took issue with the
proposed cuts, some angrily.

David Crockett, president
of Historical Cowtown Inc.,
called the cuts “unfair” to an
already overtaxed staff.
Crockett said the city has
already cut Cowtown se-
verely, slicing its budget by
35 percent, its full-time staff
from 12 to seven and its
part-time staff from 18 to 10.

“Despite these reductions, 

Cowtown backers object to budget cut
BY BILL WILSON
The Wichita Eagle
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T
he drought is taking its toll on
Bartlett Arboretum in Belle
Plaine.

Trees are beginning to lose
their leaves, and faithful volunteers
water around the clock.

“The yard looks pretty lush until
you look way up in the sky” and see
the brown leaves, said Robin Macy,
the arboretum’s owner and steward.

But it isn’t all bad news at the
arboretum. 

Macy is using the drought as an
opportunity to dredge Euphrates
Creek, which often floods the arbo-
retum when it rains. The creek has
only been dredged twice in its
102-year history: once in 1910 by
the original owner and again in the
1950s.

Dredging the creek will not only
alleviate flooding but will also help
the ecosystem and minimize blue-
green algae. 

The drought is “really the best

time to clear out ponds, clear out
creeks,” Macy said. “It’s kind of
ugly, but part of the life cycle.” 

Besides the drought, the dredging
is possible for two other reasons: a
grant originally received in 2008
and help from a local concrete con-
struction company.

In 2008, the arboretum won a
$25,000 Mark of Distinction grant
from Markham Winery in California,
beating projects in New York City,
Phoenix and other, more populated
areas, Macy said. The money was to
be used to dredge the creek to ad-
dress flooding and runoff issues, but
it was delayed due to excessive
precipitation in 2009 and 2010.

“You just have to wait for Mother
Nature,” Macy said.

The creek was dry for most of
2011, but finances kept Macy from
going ahead with the project. Then
Beran Concrete and Excavating
offered to help.

Ken Beran, the company’s owner,
said his company is committed to
completing the project “no matter

what the cost.” 
Macy said she has employed the

company for projects at the arbore-
tum before, and she was “over-
whelmed with joy” when they began
work Thursday.

“Their generosity is turning
$25,000 into a lot more,” Macy said.

Macy plans to recycle the dirt
from the creek and put it in a mead-
ow behind the arboretum. She in-
tends to plant tallgrass prairie, “so
people can walk through the forest
and into the prairie,” Macy said.

Jaime Green/The Wichita Eagle

Barlett Arboretum employees Gabe Stewart and Dakota Richardson walk across the dried Euphrates Creek at
the arboretum in Belle Plaine. Beran Excavating is dredging the creek, a project that will take about three weeks. 

‘Part of the life cycle’

Jaime Green/The Wichita Eagle

Euphrates Creek is dry now but
often floods Bartlett Arboretum
when it rains. Dredging the creek
will alleviate flooding. 

Drought, grant bring opportunities to
dredge a creek at Bartlett Arboretum 

BY SARAH TUCKER
The Wichita Eagle
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An anti-abortion activist ac-
cused of threatening a Wichita
doctor who was training to offer
abortions will have to face a jury
after failing to show the issue is
so incendiary that jurors cannot
impartially decide her case, a
federal judge ruled Tuesday. 

U.S. District Judge Thomas Mar-
ten granted the government’s belat-
ed request for a jury trial against
Angel Dillard. The Valley Center
woman had wanted a judge, rather
than a jury, to decide her case,
arguing it will be difficult for jurors
to set aside strong feelings about
her association with the man who
murdered abortion provider George
Tiller.

The judge said that the parties
have ample time to prepare for
the Feb. 5 trial. 

“No strong or compelling reason
exists to justify removing from the
hands of the jury the resolution of
the facts of this case,” Marten wrote
in his decision.

The Justice Department has
sued Dillard under a federal law
aimed at protecting access to
reproductive services. Jurors will
have to decide whether the letter
Dillard sent to Mila Means last
year constitutes a “true threat”
intended to intimidate the doctor
from providing abortion services. 

In her letter, Dillard wrote that
thousands of people from across the
United States are already looking
into the doctor’s background.

“They will know your habits
and routines. They know where
you shop, who your friends are,
what you drive, where you live,”
the letter said. “You will be
checking under your car every
day – because maybe today is
the day someone places an ex-
plosive under it.” 

Abortions have not been open-
ly performed in Wichita since
Tiller, one of the nation’s few
late-term abortion providers,
was fatally shot in May 2009 by
anti-abortion activist Scott Roed-
er as the physician served as an
usher at his Wichita church. 

“There is probably … no issue
more emotionally charged and
divisive than the abortion issue,” the
defense argued in its filing. “This
type of case is especially ill-suited 

Anti-
abortion
activist to
face jury
BY ROXANA HEGEMAN
Associated Press
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TOPEKA — Gov. Sam
Brownback’s administration
resubmitted a Medicaid
waiver proposal to the feder-
al government this week
after it withdrew its first
plan because it had not fol-
lowed all the requirements. 

The administration sub-
mitted its first waiver appli-
cation on April 26 but with-
drew it after officials real-
ized Haskell Health Center
in Lawrence and the White
Cloud Health Station had
not been notified. After
those American Indian
groups were consulted and
more public forums were
held, the administration
resubmitted its proposal to

the federal Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services
on Monday.

The state needs the waiver
to use federal Medicaid dol-
lars for the Brownback ad-
ministration’s managed care
plan, called KanCare. The
program will place nearly all
of the state’s 380,000 Medic-
aid beneficiaries under the
care of three private man-
aged-care organizations,
which Brownback’s adminis-
tration has said will save the
state $1 billion during the
next five years without cut-
ting benefits, limiting enroll-
ment or lowering provider
compensation rates. 

“The goal with KanCare is
to strengthen the coordina-
tion of care provided to

Medicaid consumers in order
to improve health outcomes,
thus managing the cost of
this safety net that’s critical
for so many Kansans,” Lt.
Gov. Jeff Colyer said in an
e-mail. “Through further
talks with tribal leaders, our
updated application now
includes presumptive enroll-
ment and an opt-out feature
for American Indians and
Alaska Natives.” 

The state had problems
with its first application
even though it had hired
Optumas, a health care re-
form consulting company
based in Scottsdale, Ariz., to
help with the process. Under
an April 3 contract, it agreed
to pay the company almost
$1.7 million to provide actu-

arial services, evaluate pro-
spective KanCare vendors
and consult on rates for the
current managed care pro-
viders for the six months
before KanCare begins on
Jan. 1. 

The contract included up
to $1 million to help the
state develop program waiv-
ers and negotiate with CMS. 

A spokeswoman for
Brownback, Sherriene Jones-
Sontag, said in an e-mail
that the contract was a good
investment. 

“Considering this waiver
application affects nearly
$15 billion dollars in expen-
ditures in a five-year period,
due diligence and expertise
were required,” Jones-Son-
tag wrote. 

She said the contract in-
cludes support for devel-
oping and implementing the
application, “which demands
expertise both of an actuari-
al and technical nature as
well as a prudent use of
taxpayer dollars.” 

Anna Lambertson, of the
Kansas Health Consumer
Coalition, said some ad-
vocates had speculated that
the administration brought
in outside help because the
waiver “seemed to have
been done pretty quickly, all
things considered.” 

“I would guess they said,
‘Hey, we need to find some-
body who’s done this type of
work before and make sure
it’s done well,’ ” Lambertson
said. 

Kansas resubmits Medicaid waiver proposal
Associated Press


