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	Body of Abstract:       Body image concerns are epidemic in college women. The purpose of this study was to identify potential risk and protective factors for body image dissatisfaction in college women. This study examined four potential risk variables (i.e., developmental teasing, current BMI, overweight history, and perceived media influence of appearance ideals) together with three potential protective variables (i.e., parental emotional responsiveness, adult attachment, and social support) in relation with body image dissatisfaction by surveying 233 college women.       Results of investigation of moderation effect indicated that perceived maternal care demonstrated protective effects by moderating the relations between risk factors (i.e., perceived media pressure, general internalization of media thinness ideals) and body image dissatisfaction, decreasing their association. However, perceived maternal care failed to protect individuals from the detrimental effect of developmental teasing on body image concerns. Contrary to our hypothesis, current social support not only did not moderate the detrimental effect of developmental teasing, but that individuals who experienced the most teasing in younger years and perceived most current social support demonstrated the highest level of current body image dissatisfaction.      Compared to maternal care factors, perceived paternal care and emotional availability did not demonstrate any protective effect on the relationships between any risk variables and body image dissatisfaction. In addition to examining moderation effect, this study also explored mediation effect. Results indicated that romantic attachment anxiety increased an individual’s tendency to feel pressured by the media to subscribe to socialcultural portrayals of appearance ideals, which then increased one’s vulnerability for body image dissatisfaction. 
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