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On Cover: Roshawn Cox, left, and Jermaine Cox mourn over the loss of their brother Terrance “Bird” Cox. Bird, 25, who had no police record, was shot and killed by 
a Chinese takeout down the street from his house in North Philadelphia. Police described the murder as an “execution-style” ambush.



 
Philadelphia is my hometown. The bond I have with where I came from is almost impossible to share in words. I care about my native city and 
its people.

While an undergraduate student at Temple University, in the heart of North Philadelphia, I became familiar with one of the city’s most noto-
rious neighborhoods. North Philly was always in the news for murder, rape or robberies. However, I found it beautiful, inspiring and hopeful. 
There was gorgeous architecture, murals and churches. On the other hand, there were blocks of dilapidated houses and closed school buildings. 
Temple was a foreign experience. These experiences in North Philadelphia really opened my eyes to my city.

As a documentary photographer and photojournalist it only felt natural that I’d use my camera to document one of Philadelphia’s most urgent 
social concerns: the effects of Philadelphia’s urban gun violence crisis. On the average, at least one person has been murdered in Philadelphia 
every day over the last 25 years.

Every year numbers are tallied and statistics are presented about this epidemic, but nothing seems to change. While news TV broadcasts over-
whelm people with the statistical side of gun violence, a visual documentation of the horror of Philadelphia gun violence cannot be ignored as 
easily.  

Philadelphia had the highest rate of homicide per capita in 2012-14. In 2014 248 people were slain - one above last year’s - and a 25 percent drop 
from 2012. Despite this 1,047 were shot in Philadelphia in 2014.

The following book is a photographic essay on the effects of Philadelphia’s urban gun violence crisis. I spent the summer of 2014 documenting 
those who were physically affected, families who have lost loved ones as well as attending various marches, vigils and funerals. 

These people are strong, kind individuals who allowed me to make pictures in their most difficult times. I am forever indebted to them.

This work is dedicated to the youth of Philadelphia, and many other cities’ children, so that they understand the consequences of this terrible 
epidemic.



The casket of Tyrek Connor is removed following his funeral services in June 2014. When is enough, enough?” asked Rev. Walter Barnes. 
“How many families have to go through this?”



Karen Connor mourns over the loss of her son Tyrek Connor. Connor, 25, was found shot once in the head in the back seat of the car in the 
East Germantown section of Philadelphia. He left behind a 3-year-old daughter, Imani. “I just want to know why someone felt the need to 
shoot my son in the head,” Karen said.



Friends and family of Tyrek Connor say their final goodbyes. Connor’s killer has never been found. Karen, Tryek’s mother, believed that the 
murderer attended her son’s funeral.



Melissa comforts her crying daughter, Imani. Imani’s father and Melissa’s ex-boyfriend Tyrek Connor, 25, was shot and killed May 2014. “She 
doesn’t know that her daddy’s gone,” Melissa said a few days after Connor’s funeral.



Police responded to the shooting of 13-year-old boy in the Point Breeze section of South Philadelphia. He was in stable condition after he 
was shot around 4:40 p.m. on Mountain Street, near 20th and Morris Streets. A police standoff followed at a home near the incident scene 
but the shooting suspect was not located.



A 20-year-old man was listed in stable condition at Temple University Hospital after he was shot twice around 10:30 p.m. Thursday in the area 
of North 11th and Norris Streets on the edge of the main campus of Temple University. There have been 12 incidents of gun violence near 
Temple University campuses in North Philadelphia since March 2012. One Temple student has been killed and another has been wounded.



People view the crime scene on West Cumberland Street after a 23-year-old man and a 27-year-old man were shot on July 16. On that day 
seven people were shot, 3 critically.



People watched as police investigated an area near North 11th and Norris Streets where a 20-year-old man was shot.



Friends of Malik “Bullethead” attended his vigil at 11th and York Sts in North Philadelphia. A victim of gang violence, Malik, 19, was shot 
four times in the front of his car. He was prounced dead at the scene.



Family and friends of Terrance Cox mourn at his funeral. During the eulogy Elder Curtis Johnson of Joy Temple Holiness prayed for heal 
those were hurting.



Members of Terrance “Bird” Cox’s family mourn over his loss. Bird, 25, who had no police record, was shot and killed by a Chinese takeout 
down the street from his house in North Philadelphia. Police described the murder as an “execution-style” ambush. “You know it’s us today, 
but tomorrow it could be any of y’all,” Terrance “Bird” Cox’s father, Keith Lyons, told 1,000 people at the vigil for his son.



Nearly 1,000 people attend Terrance Cox’s vigil. People brought teddy bears and lit candles in remembrance of “Bird,” a former standout 
basketball player at Dobbins Tech High School and the Community College of Philadelphia. Cox’s murdered was never found.



Balla Black, a rap artist, was shot five times in the back during an altercation with Philadelphia police officers. Now paralyzed, he relies on 
his mother to get in and out of bed. “I just remember running from the cops…and then I fell to the ground,” he said of the day he was shot.



Black’s girlfriend Wendy, who he met on Instagram, ties his shoes in the morning. “[My girlfriend] and my mom help me with everything. 
They help tie my shoes, they help bathe me,” he said.



Black spends time with his son, Kwende. “Why you crying?” he asked his son. “When you grow up you have to be a tough guy like Dad.”



Philadelphia’s 22nd district which serves areas of North Philadelphia is the city’s most dangerous. The crime rate and homicide rate is the 
highest in the city. Furthermore, Nearly one in four Philadelphians live below the federal poverty line,  42.35% of those residing in the 22nd 
Police District are poor.



The Philadelphia Police Department investigates a shooting in the 22nd police District, July 4. Over the holiday weekend three were killed 
and nine were wounded.



Families and friends of Troy K. Smith Jr., 23, of East Mount Airy, Philadelphia, protest in the neighborhood where was killed in Southwest 
Philadelphia. A brief prayer was held before 100 people marched and handed out flyers asking for police leads.
 



“I never thought anything like this [could happen] before,” said his mother, Renee Whitmore. Smith was her first-born child and only son.



Family members of Terrance Cox wait in his family’s house before his funeral. “All this right here, it’s gonna last until the next murder and 
we’ll move along to the next candle,” his mother Percy Thompson, 44, said at Cox’ vigil referring to the makeshift memorials of candles and 
teddy bears.



Family and friends of John Allen Berry Jr. place his casket into the ground after his funeral on July 9, 2014. Berry, 24, who had no police re-
cord, was fatally shot while driving in the 3700 block of Germantown Avenue, July 2014. “You can’t prepare for this. You don’t want to wake 
up. You hope it’s a terrible dream,” Berry’s father, John said.



Nate peers outside his window on West Tioga St in North Philadelphia. He lost his left leg after a gunfight over a drug deal gone bad. After 
his shooting, he fell into a deep depression. He rarely leaves the house and often has friends run errands for him.



Nate gets fitted for his new prosethtic. 



Nate does a workout in his room. He works out several times a day as a way to battle his illness. “It gives me a natural high,” he said about 
working out. He begins with weights on the ground floor and heads up the stairs as he continues his routine.



Nate works out using a leg machine. Some days he wakes up at 4am to begin working out. “It’s the rush, the feeling of working out that I love,” 
he said. His mother, right, lives with Nate and sleeps on the couch.



Nate watches TV in his room. “I’m embarrassed. I’m embarrassed to be seen like this,” he said.





Aside from using my DSLRs, I found myself using my iPhone to make pictures. If I was out walking around or just looking for something to 
shoot I’d usually just have my phone on me. At times, I’d shoot situations with both my phone and my DSLRS. It was an easy way to quickly 
share images and the stories behind them. Using my phone has allowed me to work very freely while making pictures. The following images are 
a collection of iPhone photographs I posted to instagram, Summer 2014.

instagram



A drumline practices along W Susquehanna Ave on July 10, 2014. The Philadelphia School District has suffered major budget cuts including 
music and arts departments. Budget cuts have left the school district $748 million short of needed funds. As of 2013 one out of four schools did 
not have a full-time music teacher.



Kapus’ father died of AIDS when he was 12. Six months later his family house burned down. 
Kapus, a life long North Philadelphian is now 37. “Some days I thought the only way out was homicide or suicide. But I’m alive and well.” He was 
shot several times during an altercation, but survived. He is currently writing his autobiography, “Love changes, thug changes and best friends 
become strangers.”



Philadelphia’s 22nd district which serves areas of North Philadelphia is the city’s most dangerous. The crime rate and homicide rate is the high-
est in the city. Furthermore, Nearly one in four Philadelphians live below the federal poverty line,  42.35% of those residing in the 22nd Police 
District are poor. 



A 44-year-old man was listed in stable condition at Temple University Hospital after he was shot in both legs on Clifford Street, near 24th Street 
and Ridge Avenue in North Philadelphia, Tuesday, June 10, 2014.



Families and friends of Albert “Buruco”  wear a t-shirt in remembrance of him after an anti-violence rally in Philadelphia.



Teddy bears and candles lied at 10th and York Sts. in North Philadelphia following a vigil for a young man who was shot and killed.



The HEAVY Basketball League in North Philadelphia was created to keep children and teens busy during the summer and off the streets. The league is located in the 
city’s 22nd district. In some parts of the district, more than 50% of the residents live in poverty.



A T-shirt vigil in Northeast Philadelphia had the names of the 203 vicitim’s of gun violence in Philadelphia in 2013. Over the last 25 years, at least one person is murdered 
every day in Philadelphia, and more than 75% of those victims were killed with a gun.





press / recongition 



An edit of my Instagram work was published on In Sight, The Washington Post’s photography blog, on October 21, 2014. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/in-sight/wp/2014/10/21/gun-violence-in-philadelphia/



Melissa Harris-Perry featured my work on her MSNBC TV show, November 1, 2014.
She called me her “foot solider” of the week for my work. 

http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/watch/going-behind-the-statistics-of-gun-violence-350964803616



Philadelphia TV Station, NBC 10, interviewed me about my project on October 25, 2014.

http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Local-Photographer-Documents-the-Im-
pact-of-Gun-Violence-in-Philly-280155702.html



I spent a week in February 2015 guest instagramming for Cause Beautiful, an account by Hipstamtic, “Spotlighting visual 
storytellers who are holding society accountable through their stories.”

http://instagram.com/causebeautiful



Al Jazeera’s TV Show, America Tonight, filmed a segment on my work and the people I photographed. They 
spent three days in Philadelphia interviewing myself and those affected by gun violence. It aired on November 
18, 2014

http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/america-tonight/articles/2014/11/18/philadelphia-photographer.



Al Jazeera also created a short video out of my photographs for their social media website’s including Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/AlJazeeraAmerica/posts/370680649758951



I won Silver, second place, in the General News category at 69th (2014) College Photographer of 
the Year Competition.

http://www.cpoy.org/?s=WinningImages&yr=69&c=281#2.0




