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AroundAD 500,the southerr_ake Titicacabasinseeghe emergencef thefirst state-levekocietyin thisregion,
Tiwanaku.Variousauthorshavetried to explainthereasondehindthis developmentemphasizingheimportanceof
agriculturalintensification tradelinks, andsocial/ceremonidiactors,respectively As partof the Taraco
ArchaeologicaProject(Bolivia), this studyinvestigateshesethreefactorsin the precedingperiod,throughapplication
of the specializedechnique®f phytolith andstarchgrainanalysis Agricultural intensificationis exploredthrough
looking for evidencéor local crop plants(potato,quinoa,andotherAndeantubers) but unfortunately dueto what
appeargo be preservatiorandtaphonomidssuesno evidencewvasfound of theseimportantplants.Ritual and
ceremonywereinvestigatedy looking for evidenceof hallucinogeniglants,andalthoughnewdiagnosticavere
developedno evidenceof hallucinogensvasencounteredh archaeologicatamplesSomeevidencefor tradewas
foundin theform of exotic plantsthatareprobablyderivedfrom the Amazonianregion.Finally, a newmethodwas
developedor identificationof maize,specificto this region.A strongmaizesignaturewasuncoveredn bothartifacts
andin soil sampleswhich appeato berestrictedto specialpurposeareasusedfor ceremoniabndfeastingactivities.
Theresultscontributesignificantlyto discussion®f the potentialof microfossilresearchn the Andes,andthe process
of stateformationin thisregion.
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