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               This thesis examines the role that the schisms in the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches 

played in the sectional crisis in Missouri. As a result of the research demonstrated within this thesis, it 

becomes apparent that each denomination played a role in exacerbating the onset of the Civil War in 

Missouri. The unity shattered by the schisms in turn had political consequences. Though, each 

denomination affected the larger culture and politics in Missouri in different ways, owing to the manner in 

which they underwent their schism. 

 


