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MU Comparative Orthopaedics Laboratory Successfully Tests "Plumbing" Procedure to 
Repair Previously Unhealable Knee Tears 
 
Of the 800,000 surgeries performed each year to repair 
damage to the meniscus in the human knee, about one-
third involve removing tissue that has 
been torn. These tears, in the central portion of the 
meniscus, cannot be treated by conventional means. The 
damaged portion is removed to prevent further tearing.  

A new procedure has been successfully tested at the MU 
Comparative Orthopaedics Laboratory that may be able 
to repair these tears, allowing people to regain full use of 
their knees. 

The procedure involves installing a medical tube from an 
adjacent area rich in blood to the center part of the meniscus that has no blood supply of its own. 
The blood helps the torn meniscus to repair itself. 

Orthopedic surgeons for decades have been trying to repair tears in this part of the meniscus 
without success. The initial testing was performed on 24 dogs with such meniscal tears. Of them, 
80 percent showed full healing at 12 weeks after surgery. The remaining 20 percent showed 
partial healing. 

The idea tested at MU came from Herb Schwartz, president and CEO of Schwartz Biomedical 
LLC, a new Ft. Wayne, Ind. company. The company partners with other orthopedics operations 
to research, test, and bring to market new ideas for medical procedures. 

FDA approval of the new procedure could come in early 2007. 

  



Page 3 of 8 
 

Dr. Cecil Moore Assumes Lead of MU College of Veterinary Medicine 

Dr. Cecil Moore, DVM, MS, was recently named Interim 
Dean of the University of Missouri College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 
 
Dr. Moore is a professor and chairman of MU's 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery department, and 
director of the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 
 
Dr. Joe Kornegay, DVM, PhD, and dean of the college 
from 1998, has accepted a new position at the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill effective Oct. 16, 2006. 
His primary appointments will be in the university's 
Gene Therapy Center and the School of Medicine 
Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, with 
a secondary appointment in the Department of 
Neurology. 
 
Dr. Moore earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology from Northeast Missouri State 
University in Kirksville. His DVM degree was awarded by the MU College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1972. After six years of private practice, he returned to the college where he 
completed a residency in comparative ophthalmology in 1980. 
 
He joined the University of Wisconsin veterinary faculty in 1982 where he completed a research 
Master of Science degree from the medical school there. 
 
He returned to MU in 1986 where he served as the head of the Ophthalmology Section, Small 
Animal Section coordinator, and Interim Associate Department chair. He was named 
Acting/Interim Chairman of the MU Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital in 1998 and the 
Chairman in 2000. 
 
Dr. Moore is a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists and served as 
that organization's president in 1999. He received the Carl J. Norden Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 1993. In 1988 and 1992 he was presented the Golden Aesculapius Award for Teaching 
Excellence. He was presented the MU Alumni of the Year Award in 1997 and received a Faculty 
Alumni Award in 2001. He was named Missouri Veterinarian of the Year in 2004. 
 
Dr. Moore's research interests have focused on the epidemiology and therapy of equine keratitis, 
spontaneous canine tear film disease, and ocular surface immunology. Recently his research has 
been supported by the National Institutes of Health. He has served as editorial reviewer for 
numerous scientific journals and frequently speaks at state and national meetings and 
conferences. 

A national search is currently underway to identify a new DVM Dean. See College of Veterinary Medicine Dean 
Search for details. 
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Team Vet Med Undefeated in Mizzou Rec Football 

Team Vet Med, made up of University of Missouri veterinary medical students, ended their 2006 
season undefeated in MizzouRec co-ed 8-on-8 football.  

The team’s defense did not allow a single point to be scored. Heavy snowfall in Columbia in 
December forced the playoffs indoors where Team Vet Med won four playoff games and ended 
the season with a 15-0 championship win.  

Members of Team Vet Med include (left to right, first row): Ashley McCrea, 
Michelle Watson, Christy McPherson, Linzi Newth, all class of 2009. Second 

row: Mike Richards, class of 2009; Darren Loula, class of 2008, Tony Demarko, 
class of 2009; Brady Bennett, class of 2009; Kyle Ripperger, class of 2009; and 
Jeff Davis, class of 2009. Not pictured are Jason Wooderson and Laura Nafe, 

class of 2009. 
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Lights, Camera, Surgery 
Alumni Comes Under the Spotlight in a Training Video 
 
Coping with video camera operators and 
directors is a skill infrequently taught in surgery 
training at the University of Missouri 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital.  

Dr. Joanne Klingele, MU DVM '87, recently 
got a chance to learn how to deal with such 
Hollywood types as she and her staff came 
under the spotlight for a training DVD. 

Cutting Edge Surgical Lasers, based in Fairport, 
NY, arranged for a film crew to visit operations 
at the Klingele Veterinary Clinic, Quincy, Ill. 
There, they filmed Dr. Klingele; Dr. Sue 
Sculley, MU DVM '90; and Dr. Paul Sculley, 
MU DVM '90; performing about a dozen surgeries using a carbon dioxide surgical laser. 

The company will distribute the footage in promotional and training DVDs for use by 
veterinarians across the country. 

Three cameras were in the operating room, and still shots also were taken during the surgeries. 
The still photography will appear in Veterinary Technician magazine. 

What's it like to be filmed and photographed while doing surgery? "Scary," says Dr. Klingele. 

Among the procedures filmed were spaying and neutering, wart removal, declawing, anal gland 
removal, entropion repair of the eyes, repair of stenotic neares, repair of an elongated soft palate, 
and removal of an epulis. Each surgery was filmed from beginning to end. 

Klingele's clinic, and the Klingele-Sculley facility in Hannibal, Mo., are among approximately 
20 percent of veterinary clinics and hospitals that offer laser surgery. 

Both clinics have been using laser surgery for seven years and were the first in a 300-mile radius 
to use the technology. In the past year, Drs. Klingele and Sue Sculley have been working with 
Cutting Edge Surgical Lasers, traveling nationwide to train other veterinarians. 

  

Dr. Sue Sculley performs laser surgery on a 
dog under the gaze of a video crew.
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Exercise Physiology Researcher Awarded 
First Harold Laughlin Scholarship 

R. Scott Rector, graduate research 
assistant at the University of Missouri 
College of Veterinary Medicine, was the 
first recipient of the new Health Activity 
Center M. Harold Laughlin Scholarship. 

Dr. Rector earned his PhD in exercise 
physiology from MU in 2001. His 
research focus examines the role of 
weight loss by energy restriction and 
aerobic training improvements. His 
dissertation project investigates the 
impact of lifestyle modification on 
markers of oxidative stress and 
antioxidant defense systems with 
associated changes in insulin sensitivity 
and risk factors for cardiovascular 
disease. 

The scholarship, funded by an anonymous donor, established the permanently endowed fund at 
the University of Missouri-Columbia in honor of Dr. M. Harold Laughlin, director of the 
Biomedical Sciences Department at the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

The recipient shall be an individual of high integrity and genuine caring for the health of humans 
and animals. These characteristics are those exhibited by Dr. M. Harold Laughlin. 

The fund is designed to provide awards to graduate students, post doctoral fellows, medical 
students, interns or residents, and/or veterinary students, interns or residents who contribute 
outstanding research in physical inactivity and chronic disease or promote physical activity and 
health—focal points of the Health Activity Center at the University of Missouri. 
 
The Health Activity Center at the University of Missouri is dedicated to education and promotion 
and to ending the 35 inactivity-related disorders. Faculty members of the Health Activity Center 
work to determine the biological basis of how physical inactivity makes the body susceptible to 
chronic disease and disorders such as obesity, type 2 diabetes, atherosclerosis, hypertension, 
physical frailty, cancer and arthritis. As companion animals have some of the same inactivity-
induced disorders, comparative medicine and human-animal bonding experiments are also 
performed. The vision of the Center is to make a national impact by reducing the human 
suffering that occurs when the body weakens and becomes diseased because of physical 
inactivity.  
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James Turk Presented 2006  
CVM Dean's Impact Award  

 

James Turk, professor of Biomedical Sciences 
and Veterinary Pathobiology, was recently 
awarded the University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine's Dean's Impact Award. The 
award is given in recognition of sustained 
contributions to the college and excellence in 
service. 

Dr. Turk earned a BA in Biology at Washington 
University St. Louis in 1973, DVM at MU in 
1977, and completed a pathology residency, post-
doctoral fellowship and PhD at Washington State 
University. He is a diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Pathologists. 

Prior to being recruited by Drs. Larry Morehouse 
and Joe Wagner to the MU Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Laboratory and Department of Veterinary Pathology in 1985, Dr. Turk was an 
associate professor at Louisiana State University's College of Veterinary Medicine where he 
received his first Norden Distinguished Teacher Award in 1984. 

At MU he served as Section Leader in Histopathology and Immunohistochemistry, Pathology 
Core Leader, and Faculty supervisor of Laser Capture Microdissection. 

He has coordinated approximately 25,000 biopsy/necropsy accessions in the VDML from 1985-
2006. 

He was presented the Gold Chalk teaching award in 1999 and 2002, the Merck Award for 
Creativity in Teaching in 1996, a second Norden Distinguished Teacher Award in 1997, and the 
Golden Aesculapius Award in 1996 and 1999. In 2005 he received the Pfizer Award for 
Research Excellence. 

After early retirement from MU, he will begin a second career in cardiovascular disease research 
with Pfizer Global Research and Development, Chesterfield, Mo. 

  

Dr. James Turk, left, receives the Dean's 
Impact Award from MU College of 

Veterinary Medicine interim dean Cecil 
Moore.   

(Photo courtesy Cherie Chapman) 
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Two Day Clinic Spays and Neuters  
Nearly 250 KC Dogs and Cats  

Faculty and staff of the University of Missouri Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital joined two 
Kansas City non-profit organizations, Spay and Neuter Kansas City and No More Homeless Pets 
KC, to conduct a two-day clinic in December that spayed and neutered nearly 250 cats and dogs. 
 
The clinic was staffed with veterinary students, MU faculty members Dr. Richard Meadows and 
Dr. Joann Kunz, local private practice veterinarians, and other volunteers. The clinic is one of a 
series that perform high volume, high quality surgeries for pet owners who cannot otherwise 
afford this service. The clinic also helps prepare feral animals for adoption. 
 
"This weekend's activities helped serve many pet owners in need and will help our communities 
by decreasing pet overpopulation by preventing an unnecessary litter," stated Michelle Dormady, 
president of Spay and Neuter Kansas City.  

"This cooperative effort is a classic win/win scenario," said Dr. Meadows. "Our students get 
great experience at the two most common surgeries most veterinarians perform and learn about 
the rewards of community service. At the same time, two great organizations and the animals 
and owners they represent benefit specifically while the Kansas City area benefits in general." 
 
"It is very gratifying to sit back at the end of a weekend like this and see the students excited 
about what they've accomplished. It's such a great way for them to build confidence in their 
surgical skills and help the community at the same time," said Dr. Kunz. 
 
The volunteer work by Dr. Meadows, Dr. Kunz, and the students is conducted through Project 
HOPE (Helping Overpopulation through Education), created at MU in early 2006 as part of an 
effort to reduce the number of unwanted cats and dogs who, if not adopted, are often euthanized. 
Project HOPE members travel once a month to low-income areas of Kansas City where they 
spay or neuter companion animals during each visit. 
 
To assist in funding Project HOPE's work, contact Greg Jones, College of Veterinary Medicine 
development director, at 1-888-850-2357. 

 

 

 

 

 


