
Busy session 
for curators 

Meeting May 28 in Columbia, 
the UM Board of Curators: 

• Appointed Dr. James C. 
Olson, chancellor of UMKC, to serve as 
the University's interim president. (Story 
on this page.) 

• Approved a general operat
ing budget of $206.3 million for fiscal 
1976-77. (Story on this page.) 

• Approved a fee increase of 
$30 per semester for all students and an 
additional $60 per semester for non
residents, effective this fall. 

• Approved final design plans 
for a performing arts center to be built 
at UMKC. 

• Accepted a bid of $172,152 
for development of a machine to mine coal 
through the use of a high-speed stream 
of water, as part of research being done at 
UMR. 

• Approved final plans for a 
project to expand the seating area of the 
Bengal Lair restaurant at UMC. 

• Authorized the Jazz Band 
of the UMKC Conservatory of Music to 
accept an invitation from the International 
Invitational Jazz Festival in Montreux, 
Switzerland. (Brief story on page 3.) 

• Heard a report that develop
ment-fund gifts for the period July 1, 
1975 - Mar. 31, 1976, totaled $3,316,746, 
some $463,000 less than in a compar
able period a year ago. 

Statement 
on appoi ntment 
The Board of Curators issued the following 
statement announcing the appointment of 
Dr. James C. Olson as interim president: 

The Board of Curators takes great 
peYsonal pleasure in announc'ifl'g 'Th'e ' . 
appointment of James C. Olson as interim 
president of the University of Missouri. Dr. 
Olson is presently serving as chancellor of 
the University of Missouri at Kansas City, a 
position he has held since 1968. Dr. Olson is 
a distinguished scholar in the field of history, 
and he has demonstrated high administrative 
talent in his capacity as chancellor. Dr. 
Olson's appointment is effective June 1. 

The Board of Curators pledges its 
complete support and assistance to Dr. 
Olson. The board unanimously and 
unequivocally reaffirms its unqualified 
support of the concept of one university at 
multiple locations, and the board charges 
Dr. Olson with the task of preserving and 
promoting that concept. The board charges 
Dr. Olson with the responsibility of further 
implementing the Academic Plan in order to 
assure the most effective and efficient 
utilization of resources available to the 
University of Missouri. We wish to emphasize 
that Dr. Olson is not to act as a caretaker 
president. The University cannot afford to 
stand still but must move forward to meet its 
many challenges and to continue to improve 
the quality of life in this state. In this task we 
need the understanding, guidance and 
support of all members of the University 
community and friends-alumni, faculty, 
staff, students and the people of Missouri 
who make most of the investment and are 
the primary beneficiaries. 

The Board of Curators will create 
at a later date a Search and Screening 
Committee to recommend to the Board of 
Curators a person to serve as the permanent 
president of the University of Missouri. Its 
responsibility will be to recommend the most 
qual ified persons for the position as 
permanent president. 

Board reveals choice 

Olson, UMKC chancellor, 
named interim president 

Dr. James C. Olson, 59, 
chancellor of the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City since 1968, has been 
aPPOinted interim president of the University 
of Missouri, replacing Dr. C. Brice Ratchford , 
who resigned May 21 after five years as 
president. 

In announcing the appointment 
last week in Columbia, the Board of Curators 
pledged its support to Dr. Olson, charged 
him with continuing to implement the 
one-University concept and said that he 
should not be a "caretaker" president. 

"The board unanimously and 
unequivocally reaffirms its unqualified 
support of the concept of one University at 
multiple locations, and the board charges 
Dr. Olson with the task of preserving and 
promoti ng that concept." the board 
statement said. "We wish to emphasize that 
Dr. Olson is not to act as a caretaker 
president. The University cannot afford to 
stand still but must move forward to meet its 
many challenges and to continue to improve 
the quality of life in this state." 

Before becoming UMKC 
chancellor, Dr. Olson spent about 22 years 
at University of Nebraska. He joined the staff 
of that university in 1946 as a lecturer and 
became a full professor in 1956. He was 
chairman of the history department from 
1956 to 1965. 

Dr. Olson served as associate 
dean and dean of the graduate college at 
Nebraska and was vice chancellor for 
graduate studies and research. Dr. Olson 
also served as director of the Nebraska State 
Historical Society, from 1946-56. 

Dr. Olson received his A.B. 
degree from Morningside College in Sioux 
City, la., in 1938. He received his M.A. 
degree in 1939 and his Ph.D. degree in 
1942, both from the University of Nebraska. Dr. James C. Olson 

General operating budget 
of $206.3 million given O.K. 

A general operating budget of 
$206.3 million for the University for fiscal 
1976-77 was approved last Friday by the 
Board of Curators. In addition, other 
sponsored programs and auxiliary 
operations are expected to generate about 
$67 million. 

With costs in the coming fiscal 
year expected to increase by nearly $13.6 
million, the budget for fiscal '76-'77 shows 
expenditures of nearly $12.2 million more 
than were planned for the current fiscal year. 
The state appropriation of $127 million 
provides $7.6 million of the increase. 
Other-than-state-appropriated funds are 
estimated at $79.3 million - an increase of 
$4.6 million in the next fiscal year. Some 
$1.4 million will be realized through 
reductions in the current operating budget 
base. 

Most of the increase in non-state 
funds will come from student fees. Beginning 
next fall, resident students will pay an 
incidental fee of $300 per semester, while 
non-residents will pay $900. 

For the University as a whole, the 
largest additional item in the budget is $7.5 
million for faculty and staff compensation. Of 
that amount. $850,000 will be used to meet 
an expected 12 per cent increase in med ical 
benefits program costs covered by the UM 
plan, to make some improvements in the 
benefits and to enable the Un iversity to 
contribute about two-thirds of the cost. 
Currently, the cost is split almost evenly 
between employer and employe. Some 
$500,000 of the $7.5 million would be used 
primarily to adjust salary and wage scales to 
meet market competition, particularly for 
skilled trades in urban areas, and to correct 
inequities revealed in studies of 
administrative, service and support staff. The 

remaining $6.2 million for compensation will 
go into a pool for salary and wage 
increases. 

Teaching, research and extension 
staff, plus administrative, service and 
support staff exempt from overtime pay, will 
be considered individually for any increases. 
But total salary adjustments within this group 
cannot exceed four per cent of the salary 
base as of May 17, 1976. 

Another group of administrative, 
service and support staff members - not 
exempt from overtime pay and not assigned 
to the four-step wage matrix - will receive 
minimum increases of $300. But again, total 
increases for this group cannot exceed four 
per cent for the group as a whole. 

Service and support staff 
assigned to the four-step matrix wi II receive 
adjustments of at least 15 cents per hour, 
with the total wage rate adjustments not to 
exceed four per cent of the current base for 
the group. 

It is expected that the average 
increase in salaries and wages for UM 
faculty and staff members will be less than 

(continued on page 3) 
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Sidelines 
Laue succeeds Long 

Dr. James H. Laue, a 
sociologist specializing in 
community conflict resolu
tion and race relations, has 
been named to succeed Dr. 
Norton Long as director of 
UMSL's Center of Com
munity and Metropolitan 
Studies. Dr. Long. a cura
tor's professor of political 
science, plans to return to 
teaching in the fall. 

Dr. Laue is an associate 
professor of sociology and 
a fellow of the center. He 
came to UMSL last fall from 
Washington University, 
where he had served as 
vice chancellor for campus 
affairs and directed re
search and training projects 
in community conflict reso
lution. 

Dr. Laue, who holds a 
doctorate from Harvard, is 
editor of Crisis and Change, 
a quarterly newsletter pub
lished under the auspices of 
the Community Conflict 
Resolution Program within 
the Center of Community 
and Metropolitan Studies. 
He has written more than 20 
articles, primarily in the 
fields of race relations and 
community conflict inter
vention, and Is at work on a 
textbook dealing with the 
latter subject. 

Nina Vance at UMKC 

Nina Vance, producing 
director of the Alley Theater 
in Houston and a leader in 
the development of region
al, profeSSional theater, will 
be at UMKC for a two-hour 
"Director's Forum" begin
ning tomorrow afternoon at 
2 and a lecture, tomorrow 
evening at 8:30, on the 
importance of resident, pro
fessional theater in Ameri-
ca. 

Both programs are 
open to the public, but 
reservations are reqUired. 
The number to call is 816-
276-2701. 
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Goldberg honored 

Dr. Herbert S. Goldberg, 
asaociate dean of UMC's 
School of Medicine, Is the 
winner of the flr.t William 
Byler administrative award 
of $1,000. The award I. the 
administrative counterpart 
of the Byler faculty award, 
which has been presented 
annually since 1971 to a 
UMC faculty member who 
exhibits outstanding char
acter and ability In his field. 

VA POlt for Mayer 
Dr. William D. Mayer, 

former dean of UMC'. 
School of Medicine, has 
been appointed as.lstant 
chief medical director for 
academic affairs of the 
Veterans Administration. 

'Black Family' 
A new course to be 

offered at UMKC will trace 
the evolution of the black 
family from Its beginnings In 
West Afri.ca through the 
ordeal of slavery and up to 
the present day. Emphasis 
will be placed on assessing 
the strengths and weak
nesses of the family struc
ture and on the effects of 
slavery on the black 
family's customs and tradi
tions. 

'Boss of the Year' 
The dean of UMKC's 

School of Law, Patrick D. 
Kelly, was recently awarded 
the Boss-of-the-Year Award 
by the local chapter of the 
American Business Wom
en's Association. 

Freshman profile 

Of the freshmen who 
entered U.S. colleges and 
universities in 1968, some 
48.7 per cent had received 
bachelor's degrees by the 
end of their fourth year, 
according to a survey by the 
Cooperative Institutional 
Research Program of the 
American Council on Edu
cation. The complete report, 
A Profile of 1968 College 
Freshman, is available for 
$6 from the Publications 
Division, ACE, One Dupont 
Circle, Washington, D.C. 
20036. 

New MBA plan 
Plans for the region's 

first unified five-year pro
grams leading to under
graduate and graduate 
degrees in accounting and 
business administration 
were announced recently 
by Dean Jack D. Heysinger 
of the UMKC School of Ad
ministration. 

"Of course, the ability 
to complete the master of 
business administration 
degree in accounting in just 
one year," Heysinger said, 
"is dependent upon the stu
dent tying In advanced 
studies with his or her four
year undergraduate work 
leading to the bachelor of 
business administration 
degree. 

"However, there is 
flexibility for people who 
have no business, mathe
matics or economics prep
aration or who have a 
degree outside of adminis
tration. Depending upon the 
student's background, the 
graduate degree can be ob
tained in one to two aca
demic years beyond the 
baccalaureate degree." 

Ford in Independence 

Reporters use Truman campus as base 
President Ford's visit to 

Independence last month for the unveiling of 
the Truman statue brought UMKC's Truman 
campus into a prominent role as 
headquarters for the White House press 
corps and other media representatives 
covering the event. 

About 15 minutes after Ford 
finished his mid-afternoon speech, more than 
100 reporters and technicians-transported 
by bus from Independence Square-rushed 
through the north door into the Truman 
campus student lounge. It had been set up, 
along with rooms in the adjacent corridor, to 
be the communications center from which 
written, verbal and video reports of the 
president's activities in Independence would 
go out to the world. 

Among the national med ia people 
who filed into the building with their portable 
typewriters and tape-recording equipment 
were such by-line personalities as Frank 
Cormier and Harry Rosenthal, both of the 
Associated Press; Helen Thomas and 
Richard Crowald, United Press International; 
Louis Foy, Agence France Presse; Ed Walsh, 
Washington Post; Adam Clymer, Baltimore 
Sun; Rudy Abramson, Los Angeles Times; 
Ian Hicks, Sydney (Australia) Morning 
Herald; John Buckley, Western Union Wire 
Services; Connie Chung, CBS; Tom Jarriel, 
ABC; Forrest Boyd, Mutual; and Russ Ward, 
NBC-Radio. 

Coordinating the various physical 
arrangements at the Truman campus was 
Robert C. Montgomery, assistant business 
officer. UMKC's Office of Public Information, 
represented by William Steinhardt, director, 
served as campus host to the med ia. He and 
the OPI staff worked with Randall S. Jessee, 
retired Foreign Service officer and former 
Kansas City newsman; Gilda Manning, 
secretary of the Jackson County Repu bl ican 
Committee, who assisted Jessee with media 
accreditation and press rooms activities; and 
David Wendell, staff assistant to the 
president. Building security was provided by 
Harvey Cottle, UMKC director of campus 
police, and his staff, in cooperation with 
federal, military, state and local authorities. 

Messages from the press, rad io 
and TV IIVere beamed to a receiving station 
by two microwave parabolic dishes bolted to 
the top of a 150-foot crane tower that had 
been erected next to the building. 

In the southwest corner of the 
student lounge-designated as the press 
filing area-two Western Union TELEX 
machines began clicking rhythmically as 
operators fed news reports to ed itors across 
the country. 

Just down the hall, in the network 
feed room, technicians processed the 
videotapes as cameramen rushed them in. A 
short time later, the finished videotapes were 
sent over special telephone I ines to the 
national networks for use throughout the 
country. 

In a room across the hall, 
members of the White House press staff, 
within 30 minutes after the president had 
finished speaking, were running off 

transcripts of his remarks. Although the staff 
and the med ia people knew ahead of ti me 
what Ford was going to say, he had made 
enough last-minute changes in the text to 
merit distribution of a revised version. As 
soon as this was done, members of the staff 
hurriedly packed their gear, barely finishing 
in time to board a bus that would take them 
to the next destination. 

In a room next-door, a large table 
and a sing Ie telephone waited for Ron 
Nessen, Ford's press secretary, who was 
constantly with the president, and did not 
use the office. 

Manning support systems for the 
massive and complex operation at the 
Truman campus were members of the 
custodial staff, a maintenance engineer who 
kept an eye on the electrical supply that fed 
the power-gUlping electronic equipment, and 
field men from Southwestern Bell, which had 
provided 40 telephones with special 
long-d istance hookups. 

The dedication of the statue was 
preceded by a late-morning ceremony at the 
Truman Library, adjacent to the Truman 
campus, where the Harry S. Truman Public 
Service Award was presented to Sen. Stuart 
Symington (D-Mo.). Mrs. Betty Ford made the 
award presentation. 

Among the specially invited 
guests to the outdoor program were Dr. 

James C. Olson, UMKC chancellor and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Harry S. Truman Library Institute; Mrs. Olson; 
and Dr. Raymond G. Williamson, assistant 
provost and director of the Truman campus 
and a member of the Independence City 
Council. Included in the platform party was 
Dr. Benedict K. Zobrist, director of the 
Truman Library and Museum and lecturer in 
history at UMKC. 

Chairman of the Harry S. Truman 
Statue Committee was Dr. Harry S. Jonas, 
professor of obstetrics and gynecology at the 
UMKC School of Medicine and chairman of 
the Obstetrics-Gynecology Department at 
Kansas City General Hospital and Medical 
Center. Dr. Jonas, who formerly was in 
private practice in Independence, originated 
the idea for the statue of President Truman in 
1972 while serving as chairman of the 
Independence Land Clearance for 
Redevelopment Authority. 

The Truman statue in 
Independence is the only full-figure statue of 
Truman in the United States. The only other 
one, in Athens, Greece, was dedicated in 
1963. 

-Frederick R. Coleman 
OPI 
Kansas City 

UM's retirement benefits plan 
The following material on retirement benefits 
was prepared by Margaret Kraeuchi and 
Mike Reese, central administration manager 
of staff benefits. 

UM faculty and staff become 
members of the UM retirement, disability 
and death benefits plan upon employment 
and are eligible for benefits after five years 
of full-time uni nterrupted service. Upon 
retirement, employes will receive Social 
Security benefits as well as UM retirement 
benefits. 

An employe aged 35 or over with 
at least 10 years of creditable service, who 
leaves the University before retirement age, 
retains a vested pension right. Payment, 
however, does not begin until retirement age 
(65) is reached. 

Table I shows the approximate 
monthly benefit employes may expect at age 
65 from the University retirement plan. The 
average annual income, upon which the 
benefits are based, is arrived at by 
averaging the annual income totals for the 

five consecutive years in which income was 
highest. 

Social Security benefits are 
based on average worker earnings 
beginning with 1951 until the worker reaches 
retirement age, is disabled or dies. Up to 
five years of low or no earnings can be 
excluded . The maximum earnings creditable 
for Social Security are as follows: 
1951-54-$3,600; 1955-58--$4,200; 
1959-65-$4,800; 1966-67-$6,600; 
1968-71-$7,800; 1972-$9,000; 
1973-$10,800; 1974-$13,200; 
1975-$14,100; 1976-$15,300. Table II 
shows the Social Security benefits for 
persons retiring now. The figures for persons 
retiring later will probably be different, since 
the Social Security tax base has been rising 
yearly and most likely wi" continue upward. 

Persons with specific questions 
regarding Social Security benefits should 
contact their local Social Security office. 
Persons with questions about University 
retirement benefits should contact the staff 
benefits office on their campus. 

TABLE I 
Avg. Annual Income Years of Service 

(from highest five 
of last 10 years) 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

$ 6,000 $ 28 $ 56 $ 84 $ 112 $ 140 $ 168 $ 196 
8,000 41 83 124 165 207 248 289 

10,000 55 109 164 219 273 328 383 
12,000 68 136 204 272 340 408 476 
15,000 88 176 264 352 440 528 616 
20,000 122 244 367 489 611 733 855 
25,000 155 309 464 619 773 928 1,083 
30,000 188 376 564 752 940 1,128 1,316 
35,000 22j 443 664 885 1,107 1,328 1,549 

TABLE II 
Average Earnings Worker Benefit Worker and Spouse Maximum Family 

After 1950 At Age 65 Benefit At Age 65 Benefit 
Annual Monthly 
$ 4,000 $333 $246.80 $370.20 $421.80 

5,000 416 286.10 429.20 528.10 
6,000 500 323.40 485.10 593.30 
8,000 666 402 603 703.60 
9,000 750 425 637.50 743.80 

10,000 833 445.40 668.10 779.60 



Appropriations Request for Operations, 1976-77 
University of Missouri System 

University's CBHE Governor's House Senate General Assembly Appropriations 
Request Recommendation Recommendation Recommendation Recommendation Recommendation Received 

University of Missouri $138,656,365 $128,345,257 $125,301,814 $127,709,087 $126,200,000 $127,011,937 $127,011,937 
Increase over 1975-76 

Appropriation $ 19,211,212 $ 8,900,104 $ 5,856,661 $ 8,263,934 $ 

Missouri Institute of 
Psychiatry $ 1,735,685 $ 1,629,681 $ 1,591,061 $ 1,537,435 $ 
Increase over 1975-76 

Appropriation $ 198,250 $ 92,246 $ 53,626 0 

State Historical SOCiety $ 328,345 $ 297,126 $ 290,064 $ 295,232 $ 
Increase over 1975-76 

Appropriation $ 48,037 $ 16,818 $ 9,776 $ 14,924 $ 

Renal Disease Program $ 1,675,000 $ 1,192,500 $ 1,164,240 $ 1,675,850 $ 
Increase over 1975-76 

Appropriation $ 550,000 $ 67,500 $ 39,240 $ 550,850 $ 

Operation of Marillac 
Property $ 679,150 0 0 0 $ 

College of Optometry $ 550,700 0 0 0 

llncludes $550,000 from federal (program improvement) funds which are questionable. 
2$697,150 for the operation of the Marillac property as a part of the UMSL campus. 
31ncludes $1,125,850 from general revenue and $74,150 from federal (program improvement) funds. 

Board approves '76-'77 budget 
(continued from page 1) 

the increase in the consumer price index. 
Only about half of the CPI increase has been 
covered by average UM salary and wage 
increases over the last three years. 

Fuel and utilities costs are 
expected to be up more than $1.6 million in 
the coming fiscal year. That. however, is 
$300,000 less than had been anticipated 
nine months ago. 

Expense and equipment accounts 
- excluding fuel, utilities and the University 
Hospital - receive an additional $1.4 
million in the new budget. That amount. 
which is four per cent of the current year's 
figure, is expected to cover about half of the 
ri se in costs. 

The UM Retirement. Disability and 
Death Benefit Plan will be strengthened 
actuarily at a cost of $775,000. Some 
$75,000 more is earmarked for workmen's 
compensation, unemployment and Social 
Security costs. 

A total of $200,000 is budgeted 
for operating two new buildings on the St. 
Louis campus - a general services building 
and an administration building. 

Some $265,000 is budgeted for 
the final year of a planned six-year 
development of the UMKC medical school. 
The dental school clinic at UMKC is 
generating income from fees charged 
patients, but increased costs associated with 
generating the income in the next fiscal year 
will be $100,000. 

The general operating budget for 
fiscal 1976-77 is nearly $6.3 million less 
than had been expected last fall. The 
biggest change is in the state appropriation; 
the request was for $19.2 million and the 
amount appropriated is $7.6 million. Also 
below previous expectations and the current 
fiscal year are investment income, indirect 
cost recovery from contracts and grants, 
extension service fees, and income from 

Vacancies 
The following administrative, 

professional and academic vacancies were 
listed with Spectrum as of May 25: 

UMC - Affirmative action coord.; 
mgr., alumni and dev.; recruiting coord.; res. 
scientist; sr. fiscal officer; res. spec. (2); sr. 
res. chem.; systems analyst; sr. 
methods/procedures analyst; dir. of libraries; 
asst. to dean, Sch. of Bus.; insurance spec. 

UMC MED CENTER - Admin. 
assoc.; staff nurse (25); staff nurse II (18); 
head nurse (2); staff dev. coord. (2). 

UMKC - Asst. registrar 
(CARARS). . 

UMR - Asst. prof., Engl., pref. 
spec. in tech. writing; instr., philosophy; 
post-doctoral fellows (2), Grad. Center for 
Materials Res.; instr. (2), econ, sect., soc. 
sciences; asst. prof., engr.; instr. (2), elec. 
engr.; prof.-rank positions (dep. on 
qualifications), elec. engr.; res. asst. prof., 
Grad. Center for Materials Res. 

UMSL - Admin. assoc.; acado 
adv. 

sales and services of the agricultural 
experiment station and several other 
departments. 

The General Assembly 
appropriated and the governor approved a 
line item of $697,150 for operating costs of 
the Marillac College property which the 
University has been authorized to buy for $5 
million. Other separately appropriated items 
are $1 .5 million to operate the Missouri 
Institute of Psychiatry in St. Louis, $1.2 
million to operate the renal disease program, 
$295,232 to operate the State Historical 
Society of Missouri. 

Ratchford 
commended 
The statement released by the Board of 
Curators following President Ratchford's 
resignation on May 21 received relatively 
little attention, on the whole, from news 
media. Therefore, in response to reader 
requests, we are printing the board 
statement in its entirety: 

The Board of Curators of the 
University of Missouri has accepted the 
resignation of Dr. C. Brice Ratchford as 
president of the University, effective 
immediately. Vice President Unklesbay will 
serve as chief executive officer until an 
interim president has been named. 

A search committee composed of 
alumni, faculty and student members will be 
selected by the Board of Curators to 
recommend candidates for the position of 
University president. 

The curators commend and thank 
Dr. Ratchford for his service to the 
University, and particularly for his planning 
and diligence in the implementation of the 
one-University concept. That concept was 
and still is the policy of the governing board 
of this institution. 

During Dr. Ratchford's 
administration the University has undergone 
an institutional reappraisal. This began in 
the fall of 1971. The process has included 
external evaluations and recommendations 
for improvement of virtually all facets of the 
University. Among the products have been 
the University Doctoral Faculty; the 
University Academic Plan for Degree 
Programs, Research and Extension, and 
adjustments in the administrative-support 
organization. 

Charting a new direction and 
steering that course have meant heavy 
responsi bi I ities on the presidency. The task 
has been complicated by the combination of 
inflation and recession, resulting in three 
consecutive years of constant dollar 
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1,537,435 $ 1,537,435 $ 1,537.435 
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Symposium 
on exercise 

A San Francisco medical research 
physiologist who is among the world's 
fastest women marathoners will speak 
June 11 in Kansas City at a special 
seminar on health through exercise. 

Dr. Joan Ullyot, director of the 
Aerobics and Physiology Division of the 
Institute of Health Research at the Insti
tutes of Medical Sciences, will join Bob 
Anderson, founding publisher of Runner's 
World Magazine, and four local physi
cians, all of whom are runners themselves, 
in a symposium dealing with jogging as a 
means of promoting and maintaining 
physical fitness. The physicians, each of 
whom holds an appointment at the UMKC 
School of Medicine: Dr. Federico Adler, 
Dr. Donald Germann (author of the book 
Too Young to Die), Dr. Ralph R. Hall and 
Dr. William A. Reed. 

The symposium is scheduled for 
2-6 p.m. in Centennial A of the Crown 
Center Hotel. 

Eight o'clock the following morning 
is the starting time for the third annual 
Hospital Hill Run, which will consist of a 
one-mile race as well as half and quarter 
marathons. All races will begin and end at 
Crown Center Square. 

The registration fee for the sympo
sium is $5. The fee for persons entering 
the Hospital Hill Run is $3 in advance or 
$3.50 on the day of the race. Registration 
money should be sent to the Academy 
of Health Professions, 2220 Holmes. 
Kansas City, Mo. 64108. For information, 
call 816-421-4814. 

decrease in state support of the University. 
New requirements of federal and state 
government have added to the 
administrative burden. 

Considering the assignment and 
the circumstances and the conditions, Dr. 
Ratchford may take justifiable pride in what 
has been accomplished in his 
administration. 

The Board of Curators 
understands and accedes to Dr. Ratchford's 
request to be rei ieved of the assignment. 
The board hereby also grants his request for 
a year of sabbatical leave to refresh his 
knowledge in his academic specialty, 
international agricultural economics, after 
which he intends to rejoin his department. 
The board hopes he will be available and 
willing to undertake special assignments 
from time to time. 
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Band to Montreux 

The Jazz Band of 
UMKC's Conservatory of 
Music has accepted an 
invitation to appear at the 
International jazz festival in 
Montreux, Switzerland, 
scheduled for July 5-12. The 
trip will be funded through 
private sources. 

Rusk accreditation 

The Howard A. Rusk 
Rehabilitation Center at 
UMC has received full ac
creditation from the Com
mission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities. 
The three-year accredita
tion was awarded less than 
two years after the center 
was dedicated. 

"Many times the com
mission gives only condi
tional accreditation on first
time applications, so we are 
proud to receive full ac
creditation," said Dr. 
Charles R. Peterson, chair
man of the center's depart
ment of physical medicine 
and rehabilitation. 

Award to Thomas 

Elwood Thomas, UMC 
professor of law, last month 
received the $1,000 distin
guished faculty award of the 
UMC Alumni Association. 

New library head 
The head librarian at 

Purdue's North Central 
campus, Ronald G. Bohley, 
has been named director of 
UMR's library. He will 
assume the post on July 1. 

A native Indianan, 
Bohley holds degrees from 
Purdue and Indiana Uni
versity. 

Amoco awards 
The Amoco Foundation, 

Inc., has awarded $250 each 
to five UMSL faculty mem
bers for excellence in 
teaching. They are Dr. David 
Ganz, assistant professor of 
accounting; Dr. Eugene R. 
Corey, associate professor 
of chemistry; Dr. Joel N. 
Glassman, assistant pro
fessor of political science; 
Dr. Marcus Allen, associate 
professor of French; and Dr. 
Dick D. Miller, assistant pro
fessor of childhood edu
cation. 

Weide elected 
Dr. K. D. Weide, dean of 

UMC's College of Veteri
nary Medicine, has been 
elected vice president of 
the Intermountain Veteri
nary Medical Association. 



IWatchdog, watch thyself' 

Reston, Jefferson visiting professor, 
explores shortcomings of press 

UM's third Thomas Jefferson 
DistinQuished Visiting Professor, James 
Reston, spoke last month at the fifth 
annual Jefferson Club dinner. Following 
are excerpts from the text of his 
address: 

.. . Historians have been 
reminding us for a very long time, 
though people keep forgetting it, that 
many governments have destroyed the 
freedom of newspapers, but nobody 
seems to remember when any 
newspapers have destroyed the freedom 
ofgovemments. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
[last year's Thomas Jefferson 
distinguished professor] . . . put the 
pOint another way .... He said, 
"Whenever you go to a country where 
the papers were full of good news and 
only good news, you could be fairly sure 
that its jails were probably full of good 
men." 

Still , we in the press are not the 
best reporters of history. We have to 
move too fast. We are the second hand 
on the clock of time. In the Sunday 
papers, and increasingly on the op-ed 
pages, we take in occasionally the 
sweep of history and toss around the 
centuries and the continents. But mainly 
we report what we are told by officials 
who are always on display or on guard 
when we see them. And therefore we 
never see them precisely the way they 
are. We should. I think. in the press, be 
honest and even modest about this, for 
there is obviously a great difference 
between what is truth and what is news, 
and we have a great deal to be modest 
about 

Accordingly, I take my text from a 
quotation from the English novelist and 
dramatist Mr. J. B. Priestley. He was 
talking about how a citizen should look 
at his country. But I think it also applies 
to how we in the news business should 
look at our own craft. 

"We should behave toward our 
country," Mr. Priestley suggested, "as 
women behave toward the men they 
love. A loving wife," he said, "will do 
anything for her husband except to stop 
criticizing and trying to improve him. 
That," he said, "is also the right attitude 
for a citizen. We should cast the same 
affectionate but sharp glance at our 
country. We should love it but also insist 
on telling it all its faults." 

So to begin with fundamentals, 
our first fault in the news business, as I 
see it. is sloppiness. I mean simply that 
respect for our craft in this country or in 
any other country depends on our 
accuracy, and anybody who has made a 
public speech and reads later what the 
press says he said will know what I 
mean. 

Too often we are like carpenters 
who have not mastered the tools of our 
own trade. Our tools are words - how 
to hear them, how to use them with the 
uttermost precision, how to reduce the 
increasing diversity of today's news into 
language that can be identified and 
understood by the reader. .. . 

In my experience, reporters get in 
trouble not because they are biased or 
wicked, but usually because we are 
inadequately trained to get the quotes 
straight and are recklessly disrespectful 
in our use of inverted commas. 

Nobody has more admiration for 
Woodward and Bernstein of The 
Washington Post than I have. But in their 
latest book, The Final Days of Mr. Nixon, 
they put into quotation marks statements 
they could not possibly have heard. And 
this, I think, is wrong, for every liberty 
taken with the truth is a drop of poison 
in the stream of the news and 
contributes to the skepticism and 
criticism that now beset the press in 
America today. 

A second fault - though this may 
be temporary - is our present 
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obsession with the past. It is a natural 
result of the misuses of executive power 
in the years of Vietnam and Watergate. 
And it was vital, I think, that we report 
the alarming corruptions of those years. 
But we seem determined now to make a 
I ife career out of these past disasters. 

I spent most of my years in 
Washington as the resident scoop artist 
of The Times. But we were usually 
working on what monumental stupidity 
the government was about to spring on 
the human race next rather than on 
some secret chapter in the sex lives of 
Herbert Hoover or Franklin Roosevelt. 
Presidents' first ladies are interesting, 
and no doubt their second and third 
ladies are even more alluring . But all the 
best and most important news stories 
are really not hidden. For example, we 
need, I think, to know a great deal more 
about Jimmy Carter's record as governor 
of Georgia and Ronald Reagan's record 
as governor of California than we do at 
the present moment, considering how 
they're doing in the primaries. 

* * 

. .. I often think we are fascinated 
excessively by bad news. This is partly 
an historical accident. My generation of 
reporters was trained in the police 
courts and county courthouses of the 
little towns of America. We learned what 
has come to be called "police-blotter 
journalism." That is to say, we took the 
news off the police blotter. And this of 
course was the news of contention, of 
violence, of what went wrong in the 
community. 

When Washington became the 
great news center of the country in the 
'30s, we all ran away from home and 
went to Washington. And we applied 
this same technique to national news. 
And when the nation abandoned its 
isolationist policies, we transferred our 
obsession with contention into the news 
of the world. 

One result of this, of course, is 
that we emphasize our problems and 
minimize our achievements. For almost 

a generation Berlin was the flash point 
of the world . But the issue was finally 
settled by wise diplomacy and 
considerable heroism, primarily by this 
country. Accordingly, we never hear 
anything about Berlin today, while 
Angola has suddenly become the latest 
preoccupation. 

Henry Kissinger noted this 
tendency the other day and made some 
comments on it, which I think are quite 
fair. "I think it is important," he said, "to 
remember that any less scrutiny by the 
press without some minimal element of 
understanding can lead to a massive 
undermining of public confidence in the 
institutions of government. 

"Skepticism is healthy and 
condemnation often deserved, but no 
free nation can long exist if its people 
lack faith in its essential justice, and in 
an imperfect world, one cannot demand 
perfection as the price of confidence 
and insist on one's disillusionment in the 
face of inevitable ambiguity, for this is 
the road to national abdication." 

I go along with this because I 
think he is trying to say something that 
is very serious to the country and to us 
in our own profession . " I do not claim," 
he said, "that the press can or should 
create faith in government where there is 
no reason for faith, but I bel ieve we must 
recognize that decisions of public 
officials in the real world are often made 
in circumstances where the facts at 
hand are ambiguous, the pros and cons 
frequently very evenly divided . 

"Unless, therefore, there is at 
some level in the public debate," he 
said, "some minimal degree of 
understanding, yes, even of 
compassion, of the complexities of the 
issues and of the uncertainties about 
projecting the future in decision-making. 
we risk bringing to life Cardinal 
Richelieu's dictum: "Give me six lines 
by an honest man and I will find 
something in it with which to hang him." 

Other critics of the press are of 
course less restrained. Walter Riston, 
chairman of the City Bank of New York, 
asked in Chicago the other day whether 
we are making ourselves ungovernable 
by total exposure of all human frailties 
exacerbated by constant repetition of 
things which often turn out to be 
fundamentally irrelevant to the conduct 
of leadership. Most businesses, he 
added, other than the news business, 
are accountable for their action. But we 
have no pure news laws. I bel ieve he 
said very strongly that a free press is 
absolutely essential to our liberty, yet 
freedom can turn into license. That is 
why accountability is required by 
society. 

We are hearing more and more of 
this sort of thing these days. And not 
only from bankers but from judges. We 
are even seeing some ed iting from the 
bench through the issuance of gag 
orders and prior restraint on publishing, 
even the proceedings of open courts. It 
is increasingly common now for judges 
to try to compel the disclosure of 
reporters' notes and even the disclosure 

of the sources of reporters' information. 
This is what happens. I suggest, when 
we get out of balance .. . . 

Now I don't want these 
precautionary remarks to be 
misunderstood . I have not come here to 
attack my own profession. It is perfectly 
obvious, I think, that the more power 
government officials have over the lives 
of our people, the greater the danger 
that they will misuse that power. 
Governments always have. And it 
follows from this that the greater the 
danger, the greater the need for a 
vigilant, inquisitive and even aggressive 
and keeky core of reporters and ed itors. 
I would like to emphasize this point to 
you. 

For example, with the invention 
of the atomic bomb and the 
intercontinental ballistic missile, it was 
clear that this great country could be 
destroyed in a sudden attack before we 
could get the members of the Congress 
through the downtown traffic in 
Washington in order to declare a state of 
war. Accordingly the president, as 
commander-in-chief, had to be given 
powers the Found ing Fathers never 
would have imagined possible, authority 
even to launch on his own personal 
initiative a counter atomic attack that 
could place the future of the entire 
human race in jeopardy. 

Now once this sort of power was 
given to a single human being it was 
clearly essential that the physical and 
emotional stability of that person be 
watched by the press with the uttermost 
vigilance - that after all the incredible 
disclosures of the activities of the White 
House, the CIA. the FBI, the IRS and the 
clear and uncontested proof of the 
misuse of pol ice power and the violation 
by government of the privacy of 
individuals, that the focus of attention 
should now be turned on the institutions 
that brought about the disclosures. 

Still. I think there is a fair point. If 
we are to guard the nation against the 
misuse of power it is only fair that the 
power of the press and television should 
also be kept under close surveillance. 

I would hope that we could pol ice 
ourselves in the press more effectively. 
For unless we do I am afraid the present 
mistrust of our profession in the public. 
in the courts and in the Congress will 
finally lead to the sort of Official Secrets 
Acts governments have in other 
countries. And that, I think, would be a 
misfortune. 

Still, I would I ike to close on a 
more optimistic note, if I may. If it is true 
that excessive secrecy and abuse of 
power by the federal government have 
led in the last few years to excessive 
zeal and even to abuses of power by the 
press, there is, I believe, reason to hope 
that we are gradually recovering our 
national balance and even our 
self-confidence. 

There are new laws co ntro II ing 
the war powers of the President. We are 
going to get more vigilant oversight of 
the police and intelligence agencies 
and we are opening up a dialogue 
between editors - for example, on The 
New York Times this weekend at 
Princeton - with distinguished jurists 
and historians and some of our most 
violent critics to see what we can do 
about the problems of the press. 

Meanwhile, I think we have to be 
very careful. For despite all the 
contemporary talk of decentral izing 
political and commercial power in this 
country, the worldwide trends are 
moving . in my judgment, in the opposite 
direction, toward even more powerful 
governments and even larger 
commercial enterprises. And in such a 
world. we shall I think need to keep a 
watchful eye on the corruptions of power 
everywhere, including. of course. our 
great, centralized. communication 
networks as we II . . . . 
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