
SPECTRUM 
News from the Jan. 24-25 Board of Curators meeting, Jefferson City 

Eva Louise Frazer, in her first report as president of the Board of Curators for 1990, 
told curators the 1990s will be a decade of promise. She listed mileston~s that 
marked the University1s accomplishments in the 1980s but said the board faces a 
lengthy, unfinished agenda for the 1990s. III look forward to the 1990s with 
optimism, with hope and with the belief that higher education in our state will 
be even stronger and better for the benefit of all Missourians,1I she said. 

In welcoming Gov. John Ashcroft to the meeting, President C. Peter Magrath said the 
University System accepts the six challenges the governor issued to Missouri 
higher education late last year, is making progress in each of the areas the 
governor identified and lI even more progress can be expected in the future. 1I 
Magrath shared with the governor some of the progress in these areas: refining 
institutional mission, assessing institutional performance and student learning, 
improving teacher education, providing equitable access, containing 
administrative costs, and contributing to efforts to develop a state funding 
formula and funding mechanisms to reward institutional performance. 

Gov. Ashcroft welcomed curators to the capitol and expressed gratitude that the 
University is making progress toward meeting his challenges. liThe citizens of 
Missouri, I believe, must have solid evidence that their investment in higher 
education will be spent effectively.1I Ashcroft suggested the board reserve 
significant changes in programs and policies until the Missouri Business and 
Education Partnership Commission makes its report on the preparedness of higher 
education to meet the needs of Missouri. Other speakers and guests at the board 
meeting: Rep. Al Nilges, House Budget Committee chairman; Sen. Roger Wilson, 
Senate Appropriations Committee chairman; Bill Mann, chairman of Missourians for 
Higher Education; and legislators Jim Mathewson (Senate president pro-tern) and 
Bob Griffin (speaker of the House). 

Beginning in 1992, the University will observe the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. 
as an official University System holiday for students, faculty and staff. The 
board unanimously approved Magrath1s proposal for an additional holiday after 
considerable discussion about the cost of adding a holiday (the loss of one day1s 
productivity). Board president Frazer broke a tie vote, defeating an amendment to 
exchange the holiday for one of the staff1s four personal days. 

Curators a roved the creation of a $2 instructional com utin fee, to be added to the 
per-credit hour educational fee, to generate about 2.5 mi ion each year to 
improve academic computing throughout the University System. The computing fee is 
another step in President Magrath1s plans, endorsed by curators last month, to 
generate $29 million to help improve the University. 

A conflict of interest policy approved by the board reflects revisions suggested last 
. month to include opportunities for public scrutiny of disclosures related to 

grants and contracts. 

Heading board committees for 1990 are James C. Sterling, executive; Peter H. Raven, 
academic affairs; Webb R. Gilmore, finance; Edwin S. Turner, resources and 
planning; and Fred S. Kummer, physical facilities. 

Next meeting: March 22-23, UM-St. Louis 
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