
SPECTRUM 
News for faculty and staff from the March 9-10 Board of Curators meeting, UM-Columbia 

The General Assembly is focusing an enormous amount of attention on the revenue needs 
for higher education in Missouri, and President C. Peter Magrath told the board he 
will continue to take an active role in working for legislation that will enable 
the University to better serve the state. "There is a growing realization that 
Missouri IS economic and cultural future in todayls intensely competitive 
environment is directly related to the future of higher education. I am glad the 
current revenue proposals are on the table, and I am glad that those in public 
leadership positions in the General Assembly recognize the need, as well as the 
benefit, associated with major improvements in the funding of higher education. 11 

A discussion following a review of the Universityls assessment program ended with a 
request from curators that the academic affairs staff and campus faculty 
representatives look at how the assessment program might evolve in the future. In 
a review of assessment efforts begun in 1987-88, Nancy A. Marlin, assistant vice 
president for academic affairs, told curators the assessment programs not only 
provide public accountability, but also have served to improve student learning. 
Although there are problems with appropriate measures of general education, 
students on all campuses score above average in tests of general education. The 
greatest benefit of assessment has been within specific fields in which students 
major. When measures of proficiency in the major field show student performance is 
below faculty expectations, curriculum changes have been made, and the 
effectiveness of changes will be judged by future assessment. "Few institutions of 
the size and complexity of the University of Missouri System have implemented such 
a broad-based assessment program," Marlin reported. 

The Universityls research reactor will soon be an administrative responsibility of 
UM-Columbia. The reactor, which had been a UM System administration unit, will be 
transferred to the Col~mbia campus July 1, subject to approval by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. Curators approved the transfer, recommended as a way to 
strengthen academic programs that utilize the reactor as a research facility. 

Grants announced to the curators total nearly $2 million. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
has granted University Extension $975,000 to enhance efforts to revitalize rural 
Missouri communities. A $918,962 grant from the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development will allow UM-Columbia to continue a study, conducted 
jointly with Washington University and Harvard University, on the routine use of 
ultrasound scans on women experiencing normal pregnancies. 

Awards and honors: Sudarshan Loyalka, UM-Columbia professor of nuclear engineering, 
received this yearls Weldon Spring Presidential Award for Research and Creativity. 
He is an internationally recognized scholar in nuclear engineering. William James 
received the 1989 Thomas Jefferson Award, given to a faculty member who 
exemplifies the principles and ideals of Thomas Jefferson. James is professor 
emeritus of chemistry and research scientist at UM-Rolla. 

Next meeting: May 4-5, UM-Rolla 
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