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           majored in English with an emphasis 
in creative writing and minored in literature. Sydney enjoys writing, 
reading, traveling, and learning about the Beat Generation. Sydney 
graduated from UMKC and is now pursuing her master’s in literature 
at Missouri State University. Sydney would very much like to thank 
Dr. Joan Dean for all of her help over the two semesters it took to 
complete her Senior Honors Thesis. With her help, Sydney created a 
piece of research that really let her explore her interests and furthered 
her academic career.

   is a senior philosophy major who also 
minors in English literature. He has published several articles dealing 
with the intersection of popular culture and philosophy (all of which 
appear in books from Open Court Publishing), but this Shakespeare 
paper represents his first publication in an academic journal. Skyler 
plans to attend graduate school, obtain his Ph.D. in philosophy, and, 
hopefully, become a philosophy professor. One of his primary interests 
is the following question: is it possible that poverty and extreme 
suffering are “unsolvable,” or does it only seem that way due to certain 
assumptions about economics? Essentially, he is also working on 
discerning what moral obligations, if any, we have to those who are in 
extreme suffering.
 Skyler wishes to give special thanks to Dr. Virginia Blanton 
for introducing him to the research field of examining the print 
history of important literary works. He would also like to thank 
her for encouraging him to submit this paper to Lucerna. Finally, he 
would like to give special thanks to the audience at the Third Annual 
Interdisciplinary English Symposium at UMKC in 2014 for its 
comments and reactions to his presentation of this paper.
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          is currently pursuing a major in pre-
health psychology and a minor in biology. Jordan chose to attend 
UMKC for the Trustees’ Scholar Program. Jordan is a dancer, loves to 
read, is an active member of Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, and enjoys hiking 
and rock climbing with her boyfriend. After graduation, Jordan plans 
to attend physical therapy school to earn her doctorate of physical 
therapy. Jordan would like to thank both Dr. Leah Gensheimer and 
Sheila Honig for giving her the opportunity to research a topic in 
which she was very interested and for pushing her to further her 
writing abilities.

       is currently pursuing 
a double major in French and political science. Christopher chose 
to attend UMKC in order to take advantage of its foreign languages 
program and its convenient location within Kansas City. The majority 
of his interests stem from his lifelong love of reading. The subject 
could be history, a biography, or more recently, a guide to paddling on 
the Missouri River, but he’s always reading something. UMKC has 
opened up doors for him that may have not been possible otherwise. 
Christopher plans to make the most of his education by seeking out 
opportunities within the U.S. government. Ideally, he would like to 
become a translator/interpreter for the Department of State. 
 Christopher would like to thank Dr. Nacer Khelouz for his 
advice and guidance in preparing this essay. Christopher would also 
like to thank Dr. Gayle Levy for her encouragement in improving his 
French writing and critical-thinking skills.
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             is a student of U.S. history and 
German language. Kelly has been inspired by his studies at UMKC, 
and has thoroughly enjoyed the atmosphere created by the students 
and teachers. When not engaged in historical research, Kelly spends 
time writing music and traveling.
 Dr. Mutti-Burke’s class on the Civil War prompted Kelly’s 
essay. Special thanks is due to Kelly’s history and German professors, 
as well as the Missouri State Historical Society for their kind assistance 
in his research efforts.

             is a history major. She chose to attend 
UMKC because of the urban location and wonderful history in the 
area. Natalie’s hobbies include reading novels, particularly fantasy, like 
Harry Potter, Divergent, and The Hunger Games, as well as going to the 
movies by herself. After graduation Natalie plans to attend graduate 
school to pursue a degree in public history, specifically, museum education.
 Natalie would like to thank Dr. Mutti-Burke of the History 
Department. In Dr. Mutti-Burke’s class titled “Women and Work in 
Early America,” Natalie learned a more nuanced version of American 
history and about how women were a vital part of our nation’s 
founding. Natalie is grateful for Dr. Mutti-Burke’s careful attention 
to her essay and for her mentoring throughout the rest of Natalie’s 
studies as a history major. This essay began as a study of 
mid-nineteenth century correspondence, particularly in the American 
Civil War, and has since become a more in-depth research project for 
Natalie’s senior capstone. 
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             was a political science and philosophy 
double major with a minor in Spanish. Emily chose to attend UMKC 
because her family lives in Kansas City and she wanted to stay close to 
them. Emily also really loves Kansas City and the community. Emily 
has graduated and is currently attending law school. 
 Emily would like to thank Dr. Beth Vonnahme not only 
for her advice and guidance on this essay but for her mentorship 
throughout Emily’s time as an undergraduate student.

      is a psychology major. Samantha 
chose to attend UMKC for several reasons: she loves the location 
and she thinks Kansas City is a great place to live. Samantha also likes 
the diversity and size of UMKC. Samantha is on the dance team at 
UMKC, which is another big reason why she chose to attend school 
here. Dance is Samantha’s main hobby, so she was excited to come to 
a school that would allow her to continue to dance as well as give her 
the opportunity to receive her degree in psychology. After graduation, 
Samantha plans to attend graduate school to pursue a career in 
counseling psychology.
 Samantha would like to thank Dr. Kym Bennett for giving her 
the opportunity to publish this essay and she is extremely grateful for 
all of Dr. Bennett’s guidance and help along the way. Samantha would 
also like to thank Jillian Clark and Kadie Harry for all of their advice 
and guidance in developing this essay.
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              graduated from UMKC with a 
major in sociology and a minor in anthropology. Sarah would like to 
thank Lucerna for giving her this wonderful opportunity. She would 
also like to thank her professors who have all been outstanding and a 
wonderful support group through this journey. A special thanks goes 
to Dr. Oh, professor of sociology who teaches the senior capstone for 
the department, for all of the hours, patience, encouragement, and 
guidance helping her with this research. 
 “Thank you” does not begin to describe the gratitude Sarah 
has for all of the service members who give so much for our country. 
These brave men and women give so much and we owe them the care 
they deserve here at home. Bravery is not just marked by battle scars, 
but how we may all overcome great adversaries to incite change.

                  is a theatre-performance and 
French double major, and a member of the Honors Program. In 
addition to learning more about her passions from the wonderful 
faculty at UMKC, she has attended the British American Drama 
Academy at Magdalen College, Oxford University. Her interests 
include acting, languages, art, and music. You may have seen her in 
many UMKC Theatre shows, including: The Comedy of Asses, The 
Yorkshire Tragedy, The Winter’s Tale, 44 Plays for 44 Presidents, Drums in 
the Night, The Three Sisters, The Playboy of the Western World, and most 
recently Love’s Labour’s Lost, as well as at various other productions 
around Kansas City. Her post-graduation plans include potentially 
working in a French vineyard in addition to pursuing a career in 
professional acting.
 Marianne would like to thank Professor Felicia Hardison 
Londré for her inspirational class that prompted her to write this 
essay. Dr. Londré’s enthusiastic approach to the history of theatre 
has deepened Marianne’s appreciation for her craft as an actress. Dr. 
Londré’s knowledge of both the French language as well as Swedish 
theatre has proved invaluable to Marianne as a theatre and French 
double major.
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