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ABSTRACT	

	

This	study	attempts	to	determine	whether	newspapers	reflect	African	

American	communities	in	areas	where	the	minority	group	makes	up	half	or	more	

than	half	of	the	regional	population	by	examining	462	stories	and	327	images	in	130	

front-pages	of	the	St.	Louis	Post-Dispatch.	The	research	examined	how	African	

Americans	in	a	metropolitan	area	with	large	populations	are	represented	and	

depicted	in	front-page	news	spots.	While	African	Americans	appeared	in	total	

content	at	rates	similar	to	that	of	their	regional	population,	representations	were	

commonly	still	stereotypical,	depicting	the	group	most	as	violent,	untrustworthy	or	

plagued	with	social	issues.	New	frames	for	Blacks,	such	as	being	community	

involved,	are	emerging,	but	historically	stereotypical	depictions	continue	to	appear	

regularly.	Additionally,	front-page	coverage	of	African	Americans	was	typically	

reserved	for	Black	sources	outside	of	the	region,	suggesting	that	“common	Black	

people”	are	overlooked	for	those	in	the	group	with	social	prominence.	

	

KEY	TERMS:	African	American,	newspaper,	front-page,	representation,	ethnicity
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
 
 
 

 The face of the United States is changing. Examination of three past census years 

– 1990, 2000 and 2010 – shows racial demographics are changing. In that 20-year-span, 

the number of Americans who identify as White declined by 8 percent, while the number 

of those who identify with a minority ethnic group has steadily increased (Census, 

2010,2000,1990). Many media organizations have noticed the importance of these 

demographic changes and the need for increasing diversity in daily news coverage; the 

American Society of News Editors (ASNE) has made employment and coverage of a 

diverse group of individuals a key initiative, completing diversity research annually. In 

late 2012, NPR received a $1.5 million grant, which has been put to use in creating a 

team of reporters to explore and cover race and ethnicity issues in news (National Public 

Radio, 2012). News programs like CNN reporter Soledad O’Brien’s Black in America 

and Latino in America offer viewpoints of news from minority group perspectives will 

challenging common stereotypes and reporting methods of minority group members in 

the United States. These examples, among a variety of other media diversity measures, 

represent an industry trend in minority group inclusion. 

 In a nation of shifting cultural identity, the inclusion of race and ethnicity in news 

can be seen as a move to incorporate diverse sources in programming and placement. But 

is this move a trend occurring solely at large, national news organizations, or can it be 

found at smaller market news organizations? Previous researchers exploring displays of 

minority groups members have asked similar questions, though few have surveyed the 

issue further. Much of the research about minority depictions still primarily examines 
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large national circulation newspapers that commonly incorporate new trends and 

practices earlier than small and mid-sized market papers. 

 As the cultural identity of the United States shifts from a heavily homogenous 

nation to a more diverse population, are the front-pages of our newspapers evolving to 

reflect that change? In asking how news organizations incorporate a diverse array of 

sources and stories, this research on minority depictions explores a metropolitan 

newspaper (Monday through Friday circulation size of 178,801)(Audited Media, 2012). 

In this study, I use symbolic annihilation and framing theories to explore and understand 

the relationship between newspaper front-pages and African American depictions. 

Research Implications 

Observing representations of minorities on newspaper front-pages is a topic few 

other researchers have undertaken, despite the heavy research on media portrayals of 

minority groups. Print media seemingly treat front-page news holes as coveted spots; the 

stories presented in that location are generally the top news stories of the day; for 

decades, newsrooms have designed front-pages with the idea that the most prominently 

placed stories are the most important for readers to see and digest. These front-pages help 

sell the paper product by grabbing the interest of readers. As the face of the United States 

changes, are the faces printed on the front reflective of this transformation? 

By portraying demographic change in a newspaper’s circulation area, the paper 

acts as a social barometer, allowing readers to gauge social norms and accepted behavior 

as media researcher Marilyn E. Gist (1990) asserts about readers and the community 

around them: 
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Lack of opportunity for minorities in newsrooms and on the pages of our 

newspapers produces a ripple effect as we learn what we can – and cannot – 

expect of ourselves and others. (p. 52) 

Without accurate representation of community members in prominent places, 

such as the front-page, newspapers can perpetuate stereotypes about minority groups, 

may not encourage interaction within diverse communities, and fail to educate citizens 

about the world around them (Craft & Davis, 2007; Abraham & Appiah, 2006; Aldrich, 

1999; Kovach & Rosenstiel, 2007). While perfect parity (including minority groups in 

media at rates similar to that of their population) is not necessarily the answer to 

diversifying content, the regular inclusion of groups ensures communities are well 

rounded and knowledgeable about all members of the community. As suggested by 

Kovach and Rosenstiel (2007), regularly including minority groups in news can also lead 

to more accurate coverage of a group or community: 

If we think of journalism as social cartography, the map should include news of 

all our communities, not just those with attractive demographics or strong appeal 

to advertisers. To do so otherwise is to create maps with whole areas missing. (p. 

209) 

 Understanding where newspapers may lack in coverage of minority groups 

creates awareness of opportunities to better serve and reflect the paper’s audience. 

Through examination of minority placement on front-pages (or lack thereof), gatekeeping 

practices that encourage symbolic annihilation — the repeated exclusion of a group from 

media — can be questioned. Observation of potential flaws in group coverage can lead to 

stronger connections with minority communities and deeper minority coverage in future 
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reporting (Johnston & Flamiano, 2007). Research such as this study can help create a 

discussion of practices used not only for news reporting featuring African Americans, but 

other minority groups.  

This research examined patterns in the front-page placement of stories and 

content featuring African Americans. Through content analysis of newspaper front-pages 

from 2000 to 2012 and comparison of Black regional population statistics from that time 

period, this study seeks to understand the relationship between minority population size 

and group front-page news depictions in terms of frequency of inclusion, imagery and 

framing. 

 This study expanded work I previously completed. A prior introductory content 

analysis looked at front-page newspaper representation of African Americans at the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch, with a large surrounding population of Black residents. That study 

specifically explored representations in the paper from January 2012 to January 2013 

(excluding February so as to remove potential skewed data caused by Black History 

Month coverage). After observing 50 front-pages in that time frame, the researcher found 

that African Americans were displayed on front-pages frequently, at a rate similar to their 

regional population size. Although regularly appearing, text depictions were commonly 

related to crime, politics and sports; photographic representations were most commonly 

crime, sports or politics related. In relation to community coverage, the study showed that 

the majority of stories involving African Americans featured sources from outside of the 

sample region. This implies to the research that despite large minority group population 

size, coverage of African Americans was not fully representative of those in the region, 

as much coverage of Blacks did not involve those in the sample area. 
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 The previous study had several limitations. The sample size included only 50 

front-pages from one year, which was too small of a sample to determine trends in 

coverage. The present study has remedied this by including a larger sample from a 

variety of years; selected years seek to follow-up on previous content in the region 

published in more than a decade ago (Rodgers, Thorson & Antecol, 2000). Additionally, 

the previous study did not include story tone as a variable to further interpret minority 

depiction. The current research has included such in its methodology, alongside a more 

in-depth codebook. The previous study did not include framing theory as a theoretical 

context, but solely looked at symbolic annihilation theory. Inclusion of framing, 

alongside symbolic annihilation, in the present study has helped to create a stronger 

framework for evaluation. 

 But, beyond identifying methodological holes, the previous study also contributed 

by identifying trends in coverage, such as the common portrayal of African Americans as 

poor or violent. Additionally, the previous research showed that ethnicity played a role 

front-page story placement; African Americans consistently appeared most below the 

fold, and stories above the newspaper fold commonly showed African Americans in the 

criminal or victim role. The current study did not continue to observe where on the front-

page content appeared, but took previous results into consideration moving forward. 

The following literature review presents research from similar examinations that 

helped to shape the present study. Later, the presented methodology will demonstrate 

how the research was conducted. 
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 
 
 
 

As the United States’ ethnic makeup changes, it is questionable if the “faces” – 

sources used in front-page content – have changed to reflect a changing, non-

homogenous population. By reflecting community change in a prominent print location 

such as the front-page, members of the community are exposed to differing cultures. And 

understanding how members of minority groups are represented can assist in creating a 

more accurate and realistic social map of a community meanwhile breaking down 

possible stereotypes about a group. 

To identify possibly changes in media representations of minority groups on 

newspaper front-pages, researchers must understand previous identified representations 

of minority groups. Trends in media research regarding minority groups often look at 

how members are characterized in specific news stories, or depicted in imagery. Much 

literature regarding African Americans and media explores depictions and frames used in 

stories featuring them. Studies from the 1980s and 1990s sought to understand changing 

attitudes and framing of African Americans, though a noticeable lack of similar research 

has been presented beyond 2000. Little research specifically explores the relationship 

between minority population size and representation; few studies observe the relationship 

between ethnicity and front-page inclusion, as does this study. This study looks to fill the 

gap in this research, understanding framing of African Americans since the turn of the 

millennium – in a time where minority groups have increased in size. 
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Literature Review Purpose 

This literature review sought to understand existing frames and characterizations used 

for African Americans in news as a background for this study. Additionally, reviewing 

literature regarding omission of African Americans in media and the relationship between 

population and inclusion of minorities on front-pages assisted me in analyzing findings 

for the current study. 

Scope of Selected Literature 

As research on media diversity is vast, this literature review observed several topics 

to develop a background and methodology. Previous content analysis of newspaper 

content including African Americans and minorities was sought after. Research that used 

symbolic annihilation and framing theories (the same theories this study uses) were also 

reviewed to develop a theoretical lens for understanding results. Previous studies seeking 

to understand the relationship between minority population and quality of coverage were 

included in the review scope. Further, information on how minority group frames 

affected readers were also sought after to develop a stronger importance for this study. 

This literature review did not include several related research topics in an effort to 

narrow the research scope. Literature regarding African American framing in print media 

was generally selected over content regarding frames in other mediums. Additionally, 

studies on newsroom diversity and news mainstreaming tactics were excluded because 

this study aimed to understand diversity issues in finished print media products. Studies 

with experiment or qualitative methods were generally excluded, as the present study had 

a quantitative content analysis methodology, and similar methods were more beneficial in 

creating study parameters. 
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Literature Review Organization 

This literature review first details theories used to interpret the study results as a 

preface. Following, it reviews studies on framing of African Americans, media placement 

and omission of minority groups, and the relationship between media representation and 

group population size. The review concludes with discussion of research gaps and issues, 

and how the present study will resolve these conflicts while adding to existing literature. 

Frameworks for Analysis 

 This research used several theories to understand and analyze research results. 

These included framing theory and symbolic annihilation theory. 

Framing theory. This study uses framing theory to understand how stories 

featuring African Americans are presented to readers; it seeks to understand how African 

Americans are characterized in front-page news content. Determining how African 

Americans are depicted in these heavy-traffic news areas allows researchers to 

understand changes in front-page diversity; it is of increasing importance for researchers 

to understand how audiences think about the people around them (Scheufele & 

Tewksbury, 2007).  

Framing theory observes how a particular issue is characterized in news media, 

and the influence those characterizations have on an audience’s understanding of the 

issue (Price & Tewksbury, 1997; Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007). Framing is seen as the 

placement of information in a specific context so that particular elements of a story 

receive greater attention from a reader (Pan & Kosicki, 1993). These selected elements 

are important to understand, because they can influence a reader’s judgment or inference 

(Kahneman & Tversky, 1984). 
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Framing is a tool used by journalists and news organizations to simplify issues in 

an effort to explain them to readers; it reduces the complexity of an issue, especially in 

situations of limited space or time (Gans, 1979; Scheufele & Tewsbury, 2007). Because 

readers cannot understand everything around them and struggle to quickly to process new 

information, schemas or frameworks are used to classify and interpret newly consumed 

information (Goffman, 1974). 

These frameworks come in a variety of forms, such as metaphors or examples, 

catchphrases, depictions or visual imagery. Using particular words or presentation styles 

to relay information can also create frameworks (Gamson & Modigliani, 1987). Their use 

gives readers the ability to identify, understand, interpret and recall information and news 

(Goffman, 1974), even from quick glances or not fully reading the story. 

The framing process begins when a selected piece of information or reality is used 

in a story to highlight a problem, issue or help a reader pass judgment (Entman, 1993). 

The process has two steps: selection and salience. First, a piece of information is selected 

(such as a visual image or metaphor) and inserted into content by news gatherers. It then 

becomes salient – more meaningful or memorable to the reader; the reader is more likely 

to remember the issue at hand or particular features of a story because of the frame 

(Entman, 1993).  

Frames can persist over long periods of time; those that have repeated regular 

exposure can have the greatest influence on a reader’s opinion of a particular subject or 

issue (Chong, 1996). A frame’s strength can increase if it comes from a credible news 

source or when it doesn’t contradict with prior information from a news source or the 

beliefs of a reader (Druckman, 2001). With those repeated exposures, readers begin to 
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view their surroundings through particular frames, through new or adjusted social norms 

(Hertog & McLeod, 2001). While frames are reinforced through society after long 

periods of repetition, new frames and viewpoints can be introduced and lead to changes 

in attitudes and on particular topics and individuals (Scheufele, 2004).  

It should be noted that framing differs from the related agenda setting and 

priming. Agenda setting looks to explain the correlation between the amount of coverage 

a story receives and how its importance is defined by the audience (Scheufele & 

Tweksbury, 2007). Compared to framing, agenda setting looks at what stories are 

covered, while framing observes how issues are reported (Weaver, 2007). Priming 

explains how readers may change the standards they use to make political judgments and 

evaluations based off issues suggested by media organizations (Weaver, 2007; Scheufele 

& Tweksbury, 2007). This differs from framing, as specific issues are used to change 

public opinion, while framing observes how characteristics of stories affect an audience’s 

judgment. 

Framing allows this research to make inferences about how African Americans 

are displayed on the front-page, and to understand the relationship between African 

American sources and story content. How African American sources are characterized 

through descriptive and visual image frames in stories can occur positively, negatively or 

in a neutral manner.  

Symbolic annihilation. This research uses symbolic annihilation theory to 

understand how group representation affects the surrounding community and media 

audience, specifically in analysis of this study’s results. Symbolic annihilation theory 
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highlights exposure differences of social and ethnic groups in mass media and 

communication strategies (Gerbner, 1972). 

Symbolic annihilation explains the consequences of regular, repeated exclusion of 

groups from media: social disempowerment, perpetuation of stereotypes and the 

eradication of groups from the view of individuals and the public (Gerbner, 1972; 

Tuchman, 1978). In researching the occurrence of minimal coverage of African 

Americans, symbolic annihilation presents a vicious cycle. As Blacks were historically 

ostracized and outcast from social settings, they were additionally removed from news 

content, becoming invisible to newspaper readers unless described in a negative or 

stereotypical light (Lester, 1994; Martindale, 1990a). These actions created a pattern of 

only including African Americans who exhibit stereotypical roles for purposes of 

storytelling, or when Blacks fit into predetermined social roles constructed by the 

majority group (Martindale, 1990b). 

Symbolic annihilation explains the removal of African Americans, along with 

other ethnic and social minorities, from news – including front-page stories, where 

content is deemed as being the most important or crucial for a reader’s understanding. 

Creating cover pages with limited to no visibility of African Americans sets a silent 

agenda, informing readers of social worth and unworthiness (Erbring, et. Al, 1980; 

Brennan & Vandenberg, 2009).  

Symbolic annihilation allows me to make inferences about the frequency of 

inclusion on both the front-page. Examined years of front-pages with few African 

American inclusions show symbolic annihilation in progress. Further, symbolic 

annihilation presents itself as a framework in understanding the relationship between 



	

12	

group population size and media representation. In situations where media representation 

is low compared to percentage of population, the case for symbolic annihilation in action 

can be made. 

Similar research has explored the relationship between symbolic annihilation and 

the portrayal of African Americans in media, distinctly African American media 

depictions, front-page inclusion of minority groups and minority coverage in relation to 

regional population size. 

Use of both theories in scope of research. Framing theory and symbolic 

annihilation theory have been used in conjunction to explain depictions and 

omission/inclusion of African Americans.  

The use of framing theory helped me to interpret how African Americans were 

depicted in front-page content and the kinds of stories they were included in. Framing can 

explain how African American sources are used and depicted in stories, and the kinds of 

stories they are featured in. It can also explain why African Americans are framed with 

particular characteristics or are featured in particular stories – and why those frames 

continue to circulate. Additionally, framing can further explain public perception of 

particular issues or groups. But, framing cannot explain the frequency of inclusion or 

omission of African American sources from front-page content, and cannot explain how 

population of a minority group affects a story’s sourcing or prominence. 

Here, symbolic annihilation assists. While symbolic annihilation theory cannot 

interpret why African Americans are presented to readers with particular characteristics 

or in select stories, it can explain how frequently they are included in front-page content.  
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It can also demonstrate the relationship between population and omission, and how 

representation affects continuing frames about African Americans. 

As neither theory fully assists in answering the research questions, using both helped 

me better understand the study results. 

Use of theories to create hypothesis. Both theories weighed their importance when 

developing research hypotheses. Knowing that symbolic annihilation explains omission 

and inclusion, the theory helped create hypotheses one and three, regarding how 

frequently African Americans would appear on a newspaper front-page and how 

inclusion of African Americans increases with population growth. Framing theory, which 

explains how sources are characterized or depicted, lead to the development of 

hypothesis two, which observes what kind of content African Americans are displayed in. 

Media Placement and Omission 

To further understand the frequency of which African Americans appear on front-

pages of news publications, literature in news placement and omission was reviewed. 

Unfortunately, little literature specifically explores the relationship between ethnicity and 

front-page inclusion or omission.  

Print placement of African American sources and stories. A 1988 study by 

Dodd, Foerch and Anderson explored depictions of U.S. women and ethnic minorities on 

the covers of Time and Newsweek, editions ranging from 1950 through 1980. The content 

analysis showed that of the 897 newsmagazine covers, minorities appeared only 7 percent 

(about 63 fronts). The rate of inclusion did vary by decade; minorities were on 3 percent 

of covers in the 1950s, 12 percent in the 1960s and 6 percent through the 1970s and 

1980s. Dodd, Foerch and Anderson determined that minorities were more often portrayed 
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in lower status roles, or anonymously, than non-minority men. Of the topics minorities 

were presented for, sports and miscellaneous news were the most frequent representations 

(sports and athleticism being a common news role for African Americans, describe later 

in the literature review). This research is important to recognize because it is one of few 

content analyses that specifically explores coverage of ethnic minorities on the front of a 

publication. Because few studies of this nature exist, it creates a backbone of 

understanding for the present study. 

 Research by Chaudhary (1980) focused on placement of African American 

politicians on newspaper front-pages. Content analysis showed that Black politicians 

were frequently featured on front-pages, though placed below the fold more than their 

While political counterparts. Stories regarding Black politicians were often placed 

throughout the paper in less desirable positions, while content regarding elected Black 

officials was slightly more negative than stories regarding elected White officials. 

Chaudhary left recommendations for further studies at a larger variety of papers 

regarding the placement of Black political coverage. Like Dodd, Foerch and Anderson’s 

1988 study, this research helps the research to understand previous front-page 

descriptions. 

 Showing some similarities to Chaudhary’s work, Brennan and Vandenberg (2009) 

give insight to how ethnicity affects front-page placement and characterizations. Their 

content analysis observed front-page crime stories involving female offenders, and how 

presentation was affected by the subject’s ethnicity. Front-page stories involving white 

offenders were more likely to be favorable and forgiving in tone than similar stories 

regarding minority offenders, while women of color were more commonly pegged as 
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guilty. While this research observed a specific group of minority newsmakers, it still adds 

an important understanding as to how people of color may be characterized in front-page 

news holes, especially as few studies explore this topic. 

 As the scope of research seeking to understand African Americans on newspaper 

front-pages is limited, this topic could benefit from additional study, as the present study 

aims to do. 

Consequences of regular omission of African Americans. Understanding the 

effects and practice of omitting African Americans is additionally beneficial to the 

present study. Several studies identify roles that African Americans are given in news 

media. Stereotypical roles such as being criminals, athletes and entertainers are prevalent, 

while African Americans who do not fit those categories are often overlooked and 

ignored from media (Martindale, 1990a; Lester, 1994).  

 A study by Erbring, Goldenberg and Miller observed how front-page news 

impacted readers (1980). One finding of their quantitative study relevant to this study 

revealed a link to symbolic annihilation theory: even the heaviest news consumers may 

not pick up on underlying issues that are masked, or issues and groups that are regularly 

excluded from media. This study holds worth; understanding how African Americans are 

omitted seemingly unbeknownst to readers creates a supporting case for the use of 

symbolic annihilation theory. 

 Using this knowledge, it is apt to say that regular omission outside of these roles 

leads to an underdeveloped picture of communities and ethnic groups. In relation to 

crime, depictions of people of color as criminals outnumber positive images of minority 

groups. When minorities, who receive less positive or neutral coverage, are featured in 
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crime or negative activities, greater attention to the event is demanded and a larger effect 

on news audiences occurs (Frisby, 2003). Regularly omitted depictions of minorities 

outside of crime reinforce ideals that people of color cannot participate and behave within 

the society’s framework, norms and bounds (Heider, 2000). Entman (2001) further 

pushes the failure of regular use of minority sources; the lack of people of color 

appearing in every day news imagery indicates to readers that the default mode of a 

community’s color is White. 

The present study used this section to determine what is known about front-page 

placement of African Americans, and develop hypothesis and variables for further 

testing. Creating variables that monitor inclusion of African Americans and indicators of 

ethnicity on the front-page allowed me to determine frequency of inclusion on a selected 

paper’s front-page: 

H1: African Americans will appear on newspaper front-pages less frequently than other 

ethnic groups, but at rates similar to their population size. 

Media Depictions of African Americans 

To thoroughly evaluate representations of Blacks in newspaper content, it is vital 

to understand previous media depictions of the ethnic group. Understanding past 

illustrations of African Americans helped me to recognize and determine trends in 

changing representations. 

Common news roles for African Americans. In several long-spanning content 

analysis of African American characterizations in newspapers, research has shown that 

Blacks are predominately shown in several stereotypical roles: as athletes, entertainers 

and criminals.  
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 A qualitative content analysis of African American newspaper inclusion from 

1950 through 1989 by Martindale showed that while the volume of coverage Blacks 

received increased, so did stereotypical depictions and imagery (1990a). From a 40-year 

sample of newspaper content, Martindale found that African American sources or 

featured stories around Blacks that fit stereotypical roles, such as the entertainer, athlete, 

criminal or social failure. African Americans who did not fit these roles were often 

excluded from coverage. The content analysis did identify a small increase in the amount 

of daily life stories featuring African Americans, but much of the inclusive content 

showed social problems such as poverty. These stories merely framed issues as ethnic 

problems, and did not try to explain possible solutions. Martindale called for further 

analysis of newspaper inclusion of minorities at additional mid-sized metropolitan 

newspapers to determine if trends were far-reaching, or only exhibited by larger 

newspapers. Martindale’s research adds an important dynamic to the present study; it 

creates a foundation for understanding past characterizations – rather, frames – of African 

Americans. 

 Lester’s 1994 qualitative content analysis of Black presents in U.S. newspaper 

imagery suggests similar findings. Images at four large market newspapers were 

categorized by situations in which Blacks were present. Like Martindale (1990a) Lester 

found that the number of photographs including African Americans increased drastically 

from 1930 to 1990, but stereotypical imagery also grew. Blacks were commonly shown 

as athletes or participating in sports, as entertainers or criminals. They were rarely seen in 

other topics, such as science and everyday news. Lester, like Martindale, suggested 

further study of coverage at medium and small market newspapers to further understand 
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trends in inclusion and African American characterization. And, similarly, Lester’s 

research adds to the foundation created by Martindale for understanding previous frames 

of Black sources, allowing me to expand off past characterizations to identify changes. 

 In a 1998 overview of characterizations and social roles for African Americans 

and other minorities, Greenberg and Brand noted that Blacks have become more visible 

in news media. But, issues remain regarding how they are portrayed. Common 

stereotypical roles for African Americans still continue to persist, such as being 

criminals, while new stereotypes also emerge: “troubled athletes and entertainers, victims 

of the police, and questionable politicians (p. 17).” Greenberg and Brand’s research adds 

to the present study by exploring and comparing stereotypes old and new. Additionally, 

like Martindale and Lester’s studies, it notes that inclusion has increased, but that those 

frames have begun to evolve – a key to developing parameters of this study. 

 Previous content analysis at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in St. Louis, Mo., showed 

some similar, but also differing characterizations of African Americans. In the content 

analysis of nearly 30 full editions of the paper in a one-year range were analyzed to 

understand how ethnic and gender groups were used and characterized. African 

Americans were found to be shown primarily in news photos and stories related to 

athletics, politics and professionalism (Rodgers, Thorson & Anetcol, 2000). Theses 

depictions were attributed to a large number of young African American professionals 

residing in the region, and an African American serving as St. Louis mayor during the 

study. It is a possibility that the six to 10 year between this research, Martindale’s and 

Lester’s works could show improvements in stereotypes. Yet, the two-year gap between 

this study and Greenberg and Brand’s observations still shows differing results. 
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Additional research in this area could solve conflicting observations, and follows the 

recommendations from Martindale and Lester regarding additional research at smaller 

circulation papers. This reviewed study is crucial to the development of the present 

content. Understanding its difference in findings compared to other research, its 

limitations and it’s methodology (similar to the one used in the current study), have all 

helped format the present study meanwhile encouraging new areas to explore. 

Framing of low social status. As previously discussed, Dodd, Foerch and 

Anderson’s exploration of women and ethnic minorities on Time and Newsweek covers 

found that women and minorities were more often shown in lower social status roles than 

non-minority men (1988). Research by Gist (1990) shows similar results. Content 

analysis of text and photo news from two papers with few minority employees (less than 

15 percent of staff) found that news coverage regularly focused on “negative or 

controversial issues concerning minorities, with a tendency to portray them in a negative 

context (p. 53).” This social issues included news about crime and gangs, teen pregnancy, 

drugs, poverty. African Americans presented in positive news were most often athletes or 

in the entertainment industry, similar to the findings of Martindale (1990a), Lester (1994) 

and Rodgers, Thorson and Anetcol (2000). Further, Gist’s research shows that positive 

coverage of Blacks and other minorities often came from negative social problems, such 

as leaving a life of crime and gang involvement, or receiving education assistance from 

non-minority volunteers. 

 Still, the research by Rodgers, Thorson and Anetcol contrasts with these findings 

and further research could detect, support or negate changes in social status presentation. 
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The characterization of many African American individuals as professionals and 

politicians squabbles with the idea that Blacks are displayed as of a lower social standing. 

Crime involvement and dangerous behavior. Consistent with the results of 

Martindale, Lester, and Greenberg and Brand, findings from other research show African 

Americans continuously framed as criminals or partakers in illegal and dangerous 

behaviors. 

 Brennan and Vandenberg’s 2009 study on front-page crime stories concurs. The 

content analysis of front-page crime stories involving female offenders shows disparity in 

how minority and non-minority women are presented. Front-page stories involving white 

offenders were more likely to be favorable in tone than stories of similar crimes involving 

minority offenders. Non-minority women were often excused or defended for their illegal 

activities, while minority women were characterized as being less capable of reform and 

fully responsible or guilty for the crimes committed. 

 Similarly, Entman (1992) observed portrayals in Chicago television news 

segments. Content analysis of the programs discovered that Blacks were frequently 

displayed as either politicians or criminals. Those accused of violent crimes received 

“less favorable visual treatment than Whites” who committed similar crimes (p. 354). 

Entman’s research, despite being work on portrayals in a differing medium, was included 

in the literature review because of the foundational aspect it adds to this research; many 

other researchers have referred to this selected work in an effort to build research off of.  

 And, additional research by Martindale (1990b) has related findings regarding 

African Americans and crime. A content analysis of newspaper images from four daily 

newspapers showed that Blacks involved in protests or were often depicted as violent and 
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savage, with no sympathy or concern for White individuals. Similarly to Martindale’s 

previous research (1990a), these observed depictions help to create guidelines and 

understandings for how African Americans have been previously framed. 

Political participation. Several researchers have noted the character framing of 

politicians as one role African Americans may receive; although how whether those 

sources are depicted in a positive, negative or neutral manner varies. 

 Chaudhary’s 1980 research found that African American politicians were 

occasionally featured on the fronts of newspapers, though their characterization was oft 

times more negative than their White political counterparts. The content analysis of daily 

newspapers in 19 different cities showed that Black elected officials received slightly 

more coverage than White elected officials, yet those stories are often placed in less 

desirable news holes (such as inside pages, below the fold). Black politicians received 

more negative attention without justification than White politicians, in the form of 

character or intelligence judgments. The level of government also affected the amount of 

coverage an African American politician was likely to receive; at the congressional and 

mayoral levels of government, Blacks received more press than White politicians in 

similar seats, while Black council members and state representatives positions received 

less press than Whites in the same positions. Chaudhary left recommendations for further 

studies at a larger variety of papers regarding Black political coverage on front-pages. 

Entman’s content analysis of television news segments found that Blacks were 

commonly framed as criminals or politicians (1992). African Americans involved in 

politics were often shown as seeking responsive action from the government regarding 



	

22	

particular issues. This framework implied to viewers that Blacks relied heavily on 

government aid, and were uninterested in policies that would affect White citizens. 

Further review of Martindale’s research (1990b) shows contrasting findings 

regarding Black politicians. While African Americans involved in political rallies or 

protests were often represented as savage, Black politicians did not carry the same 

negative characterization. In fact, Martindale suggests that the “black politician image” is 

realistic; as more African Americans were elected to public service and political positions 

gradually, negative stereotypes did not attach to this role (p. 48). Martindale suggested 

those positive images could readjust the social framework of how journalists and 

audiences view the Black community by creating new frameworks that continues to 

include African Americans in featured daily life. 

Rodgers, Thorson and Anetcol’s 2000 research showed that African Americans 

were commonly depicted as politicians or involved with politics. One limitation of these 

findings is that an African American served as mayor during the study’s one year term, 

possibly not giving an accurate representation of Black politicians. The researchers called 

for additional research and tracking of a politician’s prominence to understand coverage. 

 Overall, media inclusion of African Americans appears to be increasing in 

newspapers, though use of stereotyped or generalized images remains a prominent 

concern. Research in this study topic frequently called for additional survey at medium 

and smaller sized newspaper markets to determine industry trends. 

 One large limitation to literature on African American stereotypes and framing is 

that much relevant research is dated. Much current research involving African Americans 

in media looks at specific issues or stories, rather than observation of industry trends. 
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Because of this, the current study hopes to add updated literature to the research field. 

Additionally, some research looks at small sample sizes or singular years; a larger sample 

size could give more accurate and detailed results. 

 This study used the presented literature on media depictions of African Americans 

to develop a hypothesis and variables for further testing. Creating variables that observe a 

story’s topic, a source’s characteristics and social prominence allowed me to determine 

how Black sources are depicted, and in what stories: 

H2: African Americans will be featured as sources or story subjects in more 

stereotypically inclusive stories (such as crime, sports and entertainment news) than in 

non-stereotypically inclusive stories (such as education, science and business news). 

H3: African Americans will be framed with more negative characteristics (such as being 

poor, violent or promiscuous) than positive characteristics (such as being community 

involved, educated and pious). 

Relationship Between Presentation and Population 

Media studies regarding story and source diversity often inquire about the 

relationship between staff diversity and content diversity. Limited research considers how 

newspapers reflect their surrounding communities regardless of staff ethnicity. 

Population and content. One such study exploring community reflection finds 

that in cases of Asian American communities, larger populations do not equate to 

improved coverage of the minority group (Oh & Katz, 2009). Content analysis of eight 

newspapers determined that while quantity of stories regarding Asian Americans 

increased alongside population increases, the stories were frequently poor quality and 

more stereotypical in coverage. Asian Americans were often rendered as foreign threats, 
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unable to assimilate to American culture, or exotic – further perpetuation of group 

stereotypes. Oh and Katz’s research helped create a testing procedure for the present 

study, as few other peer-reviewed content analyses specifically observed the relationship 

between population and depiction. 

A similar study found differing results. Content analysis of nine newspapers in 

cities with varying Asian American populations found that there is a stronger correlation 

between staff diversity and diverse content than community diversity and diverse content 

(Wu & Izard, 2008). While newspapers in cities with large populations had more 

coverage, they were also more likely to have more diverse staffs that could keep up with 

coverage. This study found that Asian American sources were used regularly but 

frequency varied by region, and that content featuring Asian Americans was split nearly 

evenly between issues and events coverage. Wu and Izard’s content analysis was also 

important to the formation of the present study because it contrasted with the findings of 

Oh and Katz. Doing so helped me to see a gap in understanding the population and 

coverage relationship that could further be explored. 

 This study used the presented literature on population and content diversity to 

develop a hypothesis and variables for further testing. Creating variables that observe a 

story’s location and inclusion helped me to determine how reflective a newspaper’s 

content is of its surrounding community: 

H4: The amount of content including African Americans will increase alongside 

population growth of the African American community. Content will include African 

American community sources less frequently than African American sources outside of 

the community. 
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Methodology Summary 

 The studies included in this literature review have made contributions to the field 

and to the development of my study. Research on the presented theoretical frameworks – 

framing theory and symbolic annihilation theory – allowed me to develop a lens for 

analysis and interpretation of results of this study. Use of both theories can assist in 

discussion of the results; framing can help in the understanding how African Americans 

are characterized, and if those frames are evolving. Symbolic annihilation can help 

explore the relationship between ethnic population and story inclusion and placement on 

the front-page. 

 Review of media omission literature contributed to this study’s understanding of 

previous rates of inclusion, used to develop relevant hypotheses. Additional research 

created a deeper understanding of the negative consequences of repeated omission on not 

just a group, but an entire community or culture. Because literature on front-page 

inclusion of African Americans is limited and dated, this study is tasked with adding new, 

relevant findings to the topic area. Further, because few studies specifically focus on 

front-page presentations of particular ethnic groups, this study is relatively exploratory 

and could provide results for further research to utilize or scrutinize. 

 The section on media depictions of African Americans assisted in a hefty portion 

of this study by allowing me to identify positive, negative and neutral frames that may be 

presented. Rodgers, Thorson and Anetcol’s content analysis opens questions about 

changes in print depictions and characterizations of African Americans. And, dated 

literature (Martindale 1990a; Lester, 1994; Chaudhary, 1980; Gist, 1990, etc.) can be 

compared to this study to determine continued or changing stereotypes and frames. 
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 A major gap in research can be found on the relationship between a group’s news 

presentation and population. Because research on these inclusions doesn’t specifically 

focus on the front-page or on African Americans, this research can provide insight to an 

area that few have explored. As research presented by Oh and Katz (2009) and Wu and 

Izard (2008) was rather exploratory, these studies helped the present research develop a 

methodology. As the two works offer differing viewpoints, this study can help add more 

background to how a group’s population can affect news inclusion. 

This research aims to evaluate and better understand the relationship ethnicity and 

population have on news depictions in prominent print locations, such as the newspaper 

front-page. Characterizations have the ability to fuel ongoing news frames or break down 

those based in ethnic bias and stereotypes. Further, this study seeks an understanding of 

how population change affects the front-pages of newspapers in a time where ethnic 

population fluctuations are occurring. Determining how minority groups are presented to 

other groups (majority and minority) can assist in creating a more realistic social 

barometer and community map. Additionally, updated research on changing group 

perceptions allows researchers to detect changes in editorial and social opinion about 

African Americans, while providing further discussion for future researchers. 
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Chapter 3: Methodology 
 
 
 

 The reviewed literature explored past newspaper depictions of African 

Americans, their placement on newspaper front-pages and the relationship between 

population and group depictions. The presented studies created a foundation for this 

research, but also have presented several issues that this research looks to overcome.  

First, much of the completed studies have observed depictions and inclusion at 

large metropolitan papers, such as the New York Times and Chicago Tribune. Past 

studies show that larger papers in more diverse regions, such as New York City or 

Chicago, are more likely to pick up on new trends in reporting, such as focusing on 

including more diverse sources, than smaller market papers. I chose to follow the 

suggestion by previous researchers to observe depictions and rate of inclusion at smaller 

market newspapers — which outnumber large circulation papers — to better understand 

the current imagery and frames used to represent of African Americans.  

Several studies show conflict results regarding the depictions of African 

Americans, which this study aims to explore further. And, as many of those studies are 

dated (prior to 2000), this study will provide updated insight to possible changes in 

frames. Further, little research on the topic of front-page depictions of minority groups 

exists, and the present study hopes to add to that research. 

While the present study recognizes the gaps of other research, it has limitations of 

its own. It specifically looks at one minority group, not all ethnic groups, to understand 

changing frames and rate of inclusion. It also battles with the difficulty of identifying 

African Americans in print, which could lead to some Black sources not being counted. 
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Additionally, stories featuring prominent African Americans, such as President Barack 

Obama (elected during this study’s sample) could affect the results, though additional 

variables have been created to control this and similar issues. 

To understand the relationship between newspaper front-page representation and 

African Americans, and the relationship between representation and community size, 

several hypothesis have been presented: 

H1: African Americans will appear on newspaper front-pages less frequently than other 

ethnic groups, but at rates similar to their population size. 

H2: African Americans will be featured as sources or story subjects in more 

stereotypically inclusive stories (such as crime, sports and entertainment news) than in 

non-stereotypically inclusive stories (such as education, science and business news).  

H3: African Americans will be framed with more negative characteristics (such as being 

poor, violent or promiscuous) than positive characteristics (such as being community 

involved, educated and pious). 

H4: The amount of content including African Americans will increase alongside 

population growth of the African American community. Content will include African 

American community sources less frequently than African American sources outside of 

the community. 

Sample Selection 

 In developing the research protocol, two determinations were necessary: the 

region to be studied and the newspaper in that area. Afterwards, a selection of newspaper 

front-pages was collected. 
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Selected region and newspaper. To support these hypotheses, I chose to limit 

the study to one newspaper and one ethnic group, specifically front-page coverage of 

African Americans in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The Post-Dispatch is one of two 

metropolitan papers in the state of Missouri and was selected because of the surrounding 

African American population. A September 2012 audit shows circulation size to be 

178,801 – nearly 10 percent of The New York Times’ daily circulation (Audited Media, 

2012). Additionally, the Post-Dispatch has participated in the American Society of News 

Editors (ASNE) Diversity Census annually, which would make further diversity research 

at the paper possible. 

The St. Louis metropolitan area, which includes St. Louis city and St. Louis 

County, exhibits a difference in Black population size as compared to national trends 

exhibited in the 2010 U.S. Census. According to the 2010 edition of the national survey, 

African Americans are 12.6 percent of the national population (up 0.6 percent from 1990) 

while Caucasians make up 72.4 percent (down 7.8 percent from 1990) (Census, 1990, 

2000, 2010).  

 The city of St. Louis is an incorporated city with a 2010 population of 319,294 

residents; 49.2 percent of residents identify as African American while 43.9 percent 

identify as White. Other ethnicities account for 6.9 percent of the regional population. 

Observation of regional statistics from two prior census (2000 and 1990) shows similar 

racial populations. 

 This study also chose to include residents of the surrounding St. Louis County for 

means of comparison. The county, with a 2010 population of 998,954, trends above the 

national statistic for African American population with 23.3 percent of census 
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respondents reporting as Black and 70.3 percent reporting as White (Census, 1990, 2000, 

2010). Statistics from the U.S. Census Estimated Populations report for the sample region 

were combined to create a representation of African Americans in the area for each year 

of the study.  

Front-page sample selection. After determining location and ethnic group, 130 

front-pages from the Post-Dispatch were selected, 10 pages from each year of the study. 

Years for evaluation were January 2000 through December 2012. Each month in the 

individual sample years was given a number (1-12) and a random number generator 

selected the month. A second number (1-31) selected the date within the month (if the 

month did not have the selected date, a new number was generated for both month and 

date). All newspaper front-pages were accessed through use of microfilm archives. 

Unit of Analysis 

The unit of analysis in this study is the individual image or story placed on the 

selected front-page. For this 130 front-page sample, 462 stories and 327 images were 

analyzed from a year range of 2000 through 2012. 

For stories, this included all articles on the front-page that had a headline and 25 

or more words of body copy, to exclude “blurbs” or “teasers.” These short pieces of 

information were excluded because of their limited space to provide detailed information.  

For imagery, this included all images featuring at least one person, but excluding 

information graphics. Advertisements were also excluded because editorial departments 

often do not have control over ad content. 
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Operationalized Terminology 

 This study relied on previous research to define its terminology, specifically to 

outline what the research would consider an African American source. 

African American/Black. The U.S. Census defines an African American or 

Black person (terms used interchangeably) as “a person having origins in any of the 

Black racial groups in Africa” (p. 2). Because racial ancestry does not fully or accurately 

define an individual or group, I chose to also use the ethnic description of African 

American to assist coders in identifying African Americans: any individual who 

identifies as Black or African American, or uses cultural aspects such as language, 

naming or dress to define themselves. While skin color can help individuals determine 

ethnicity, it should not be the only feature used to define an individual (Luther, Lepre and 

Clark, 2011). 

Other ethnic group. “Other ethnic group” refers to sources in stories who 

identify as an ethnicity other than African American or were indicated to be non-African 

American by the story or image. In situations where coders were unable to determine 

ethnicity, ethnicity undeterminable was selected from the codebook. 

Study Variables 

 Several variables were created to collect data in a way that would provide insight. 

Story topic. To determine what kinds of content African Americans appeared in on 

the front-page, each story and image was categorized based on topic. Categories were 

created from observation of previous relevant research, and updated from the pre-study to 

include specific designations for possible story content. Story topic categories are: 

• Crime and Public Safety: Crime, illegal activity or safety concerns and notices in 

relation to criminal activity (such as suspect watches or manhunt stories)* 
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• Entertainment: Music, movies, celebrity or fashion news 

• Events: Notification or coverage of an event or holiday 

• Human Interest: Spotlights an individual’s accomplishment, life story or event. 

• Interethnic Conflict: News related to conflict between members of ethnic groups 

or coverage of hate crimes 

• Politics: Coverage of local, national and international political events and topics 

• Sports: Sporting events or news in relation to a sports team, venue or athlete* 

• Education: Content is related to schools or higher education 

• Business and Finance: Discussion of economics, business activities and ventures 

• Social Issues: Issues such as poverty, homelessness and young motherhood* 

• Community Business: Regarding city/county ordinances, regulations and business 

• Religion: News covering religious organizations 

• Science and Nature: Topics involving weather, natural events or science news 

*Stories in these categories are considered, after observation from previous research, to 

be stereotypically inclusive stories – stories that African Americans are most often 

featured in. All categories are mutually exclusive, and coders had to determine the best-

fit category instead of selecting multiple topics. 

Inclusion. Each story and image on the front-page was coded as including or not 

including an African American. To identify whether a story source was indeed African 

American, several methods were used as observed by other researchers in other studies:  

1. The story mentions a prominent African American where ethnicity is implied 

as common knowledge. 

2. The story mentions the subject’s ethnicity or a source refers to their ethnicity. 

3. An image is placed alongside text and can be used as an ethnic identifier. 

4. The use of ethnic names or quoted vernacular attributed to the Black 

community (such as Ebonics) was present and could be used as an identifier. 

If coders could not determine ethnicity, “unable to determine” was selected 
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from the codebook. While it’s possible that this last criterion could cause 

some non-African American sources that share a similar vernacular to be 

selected, the research looks to identify situations where readers would assume 

a source is African American from context clues, including language and 

word usage. 

Indication of ethnicity. Use of ethnic identifiers in stories was observed to 

observe the frequency with which individual’s ethnicity is discussed. For each coded 

story, use of an ethnic identifier – the story’s mention of the main subject’s ethnicity or 

mention of ethnicity by the story’s main source – was recorded for several groups. 

Groups were determined by use of U.S. Census categories, including African American 

or Black, Caucasian or White, Hispanic or Latino/a, Asian or Asian American, Native 

American or Pacific Islander. If the story did not use a group identifier, “not used” was 

selected from the codebook. 

Source prominence. To understand how African Americans were used as sources 

on the front-page, their role or social prominence was determined. Sources were either: 

1. Common person – not widely-known to readers, such as an area resident,  

2. Notable person – known to readers through previous or excessive news 

coverage, by regular activity in the community or by holding a prominent 

position such as an area politician or city official, or  

3. Widely known person – individuals known throughout the United States, such 

as the president or a celebrity. 

Source characteristics. To determine how African American sources were 

framed in stories, their descriptions or characteristics were coded. From examined 
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studies, I was able to distinguish common negative characteristics African Americans are 

framed with. These include being poor, violent, promiscuous/single parents, non-

community involved, uneducated or unintelligent, untrustworthy or being involved in 

conflict. To identify positive frames, the opposites of these characteristics were used. If a 

story source did not feature any of these characteristics, “no characteristic” was selected 

from the codebook. 

Story location. To identify how stories featuring African Americans related to the 

community, the story or photo’s regional relationship was coded. Because St. Louis city 

and county hold a variety of neighborhoods, communities and towns, coders were 

provided with a list of city, region and county areas within the sample region. Stories 

were coded based off the story’s dateline. When no dateline was present, location was 

interpreted through the story’s context clues. Items were coded as being from: 

1. St. Louis City 

2. St. Louis County 

3. Missouri state news  

4. Elsewhere  

Research Procedure 

First, a front-page sample was created. With the sample dates set between January 

2000 and December 2012, 10 front-pages were randomly selected from each year, 

totaling 130 front-pages. Pages were then printed from microfilm for coders’ access. 

Coders then underwent training to understand research variables, operationalized 

terms and coding procedure. Following training, coders analyzed the same 26 pages (10 

percent of the sample) and results were compared to determine intercoder reliability using 
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Scott’s Pi. When sufficient reliability was achieved, coders began to code the remaining 

sample. 

Front-pages were divided among coders to begin observation. Following training 

and codebook prompts, coders recorded the date, number of stories on the front-page and 

number of images (only those including people. Each story and image on the page was 

coded, recording the story topic according to the topic list, whether the story included any 

African Americans, if the story used language that indicated or stated ethnicity and the 

prominence of the story’s subject/source. Coders were trained to identify the main source 

in a story. For stories about an individual, it was clear who the story’s subject was. For 

issues related stories, clues from the headline and first paragraph were used to determine 

who the primary source for the story was. Coders also identified how the individual was 

characterized and what region the story took place in. All stories and images appearing 

on the front-page were counted and categorized regardless of African American presence. 

 Code sheets were then input to statistical analysis software for data analysis. 

Then, observations of results from frequency tables and Chi square tests were used to 

accept or reject the presented hypotheses. 

Research Reliability 

 A research assistant was the primary coder for this study, with assistance from the 

researcher. The researcher, myself, identifies as an African American female, with post-

graduate education, while the coding assistant identifies as Caucasian male with an 

undergraduate degree. Both coders were familiar with the St. Louis region. 

To ensure strong intercoder reliability, the coder was trained on the research 

procedure and protocol for approximately three hours, one hour each on three different 
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days. After training, both researcher and coder independently coded the same 10 percent 

of the sample (13 front-pages) to determine intercoder reliability and any need for 

additional training or clarification. Scott’s Pi was used to test for reliability between the 

two coders (see Table 1 and 2). Additionally, the coder was provided with a list of 

regions and neighborhoods in within the sample region to ensure stories were accurately 

assigned to the correct region. Some categories for intercoder reliability were low, so 

retraining began. After two additional retraining periods, intercoder reliability increased, 

but was still low for the prominence and characterization/framing categories for photos.  

Table 1 

Intercoder reliabilities for stories 
 
Variable Scott’s Pi 
Topic .88 

Inclusion 1 
Textual Indicator 1 

Prominence .829 
Character/Framing .761 
Region 1 

 
 
Table 2 

Intercoder reliabilities for images 

Variable Scott’s Pi 
Topic .82 
Inclusion 1 
Textual Indicator 1 
Prominence .65 
Character/Framing .65 
Region 1 
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Data Analysis 
 
 To support or negate my study’s hypotheses, collected data was observed in three 

ways. As the data was nominal and hypothesis looked for relationships between 

variables, Chi-square tests were utilized, with additional data pulled from frequency 

tables. Additionally, a linear regression was used to determine a relationship between 

inclusion of African Americans in each year and population size.  

Organization. After data were collected on individual sheets (a method 

determined easiest in a prior pre-test, as digital data input by coders introduced more 

errors), I inserted it into statistical analysis software. Separate data sheets were made for 

photo and story analysis, making data easier to manage and interpret as both were 

collected simultaneously. Following analysis, results were organized by hypothesis. 

Hypothesis 1. H1: African Americans will appear on newspaper front-pages less 

frequently than other ethnic groups, but at rates similar to their population size. 

Hypothesis one seeks to understand how frequently African Americans appear on 

front-pages. To best support or negate this hypothesis, frequency tables were created to 

understand how often African Americans appeared in the total content. This percentage 

was then compared to the regional statistics to determine if African Americans appear at 

rates higher, lower or similar to their regional population.  

 Hypothesis 2. H2: African Americans will be featured as sources or story subjects 

in more stereotypically inclusive stories (such as crime, sports and entertainment news) 

than in non-stereotypically inclusive stories (such as education, science and business 

news).  
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Hypothesis 3. H3: African Americans will be framed with more negative 

characteristics (such as being poor, violent or promiscuous) than positive characteristics 

(such as being community involved, educated and pious). 

Hypothesis two and three seek to understand the relationship between ethnicity 

and story topic, as well as the relationship between ethnicity and characterization/frames. 

Chi-square tests were used to determine the possible relationships between the variables 

inclusion and story topic, and inclusion and characterization. Further, frequency tables 

helped interpret changes in these relationships throughout the sample years, while also 

showing the most and least common African American characterizations and story topics. 

 To add further to this area, I conducted additional chi-square tests to determine if 

any significant relationships existed between several variables in instances where African 

Americans were present: 

• Story topic and source characteristic. Are African Americans characterizations 

affected by the kind of story they appear in?  

• Source prominence and source characteristic. Are African Americans framed 

differently based off their social prominence? 

• Story region and source characteristics. Does region affect an African 

American source or subject’s framing? For example, are sources in St. Louis city 

stories framed as more untrustworthy than those in St. Louis County? 

• Ethnic indicator and characterization. Is there a relationship between the use of 

ethnic indicators and how individuals are characterized in stories?  

• Ethnic indicator and story topic. Is there a relationship between the use of 

ethnic indicators and the kind of story they appear in? 
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Hypothesis 4. H4: The amount of content including African Americans will 

increase alongside population growth of the African American community. Content will 

include African American community sources less frequently than African American 

sources outside of the community. 

 Hypothesis four looks to understand the relationship between inclusion of African 

Americans and how they are presented in their community. To interpret this, two tests 

were performed: a linear regression and Chi-square test. 

 To understand a possible correlation between population and how often African 

Americans were represented on the front-page, a linear regression was conducted, 

comparing each year’s calculated inclusion (percentage of content featuring Blacks out of 

total content) to the same year’s regional population statistics, provided by the U.S. 

Census Bureau. This test looked to understand if the amount of coverage Blacks received 

changed as population increased throughout the sample years. 

 To understand the relationship between inclusion of African Americans and their 

reflection in the community, two Chi-square tests were performed. These tests looked to 

understand if African Americans within the community are featured less than African 

Americans outside of the community. Variables tested were: 

• Inclusion and region. Is there a relationship between inclusion of African 

Americans and the region of news they are presented in? Do Blacks appear more 

in stories inside or outside of the community? This test helped me determine in 

African Americans included in news stories more or less in news from different 

areas.  
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• Source prominence and region. In stories featuring African Americans, is there 

a relationship between prominence and region? Are Blacks within the community 

shown as less prominent community members, while Blacks outside the 

community shown as more prominent? This test helped me determine if 

prominent African Americans outside the community (such as President Barack 

Obama) are featured more than African Americans within the study region. 
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 Chapter 4: Results  
 
 
 
 To better understand the study’s results, demographics for the coded material 

were assessed. Of the study’s 13 years, 130 front-pages were coded; 461 stories and 326 

photographs were observed. In those 130 front-pages, not all front-pages included code-

able stories based upon the study’s criteria for what constitutes a story. In some years – 

primarily 2005 through 2010 – the Post-Dispatch published a smaller Saturday front-

page, which included a photo, but no story text (headlines on the front were teasers to 

inside pages). 

 Ethnicity could not always be determined for each story or photograph based on 

the study’s criterion. Of the 461 stories, ethnicity could be determined in only 51.2% (n = 

236). In photos, coders determined ethnicity in 96.6% of images (n = 315). Of the 

determinable content, African Americans appeared in 28.8% of stories (n = 68) and 25% 

of photographs (n=79).   

While ethnicity could not be determined in nearly half of the content, I believed 

this issue suggests there could be a move towards “colorblind” stories — news stories 

and features that simply did not allude to the main source’s ethnicity because it wasn’t 

necessary for the reader to know. I did not expect this situation to crop up during research 

simply because prior researchers didn’t have much difficulty determining ethnicity.  

 Just as with ethnicity, not every story had an apparent characterization or framing 

of the main source. Framing of a source’s character could be determined in 30% of 

stories (n = 142) and 27% of photos (n = 89). The most commonly used characterizations 

for all sources featured in stories were “violent” (n = 32), “conflicted or victim of 
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conflict” (n = 29) and “untrustworthy” (n = 25). In photos, the top characterizations used 

were “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 25), “violent” (n = 16) and “intelligent or 

educated” (n = 11). 

 Topic was coded for every story and photo in the sample. In stories, the most 

common topics were politics (n = 145), science and nature (n = 59) and crime and public 

safety (n = 51). In photographs, politics (n = 103), crime and public safety (n = 37) and 

human interest (n = 35) were the most common topics. 

 When observing individual years of the study, later years included more African 

Americans than earlier years. 2011 (n = 11), 2009 (n = 8) and 2008 (n = 8) featured the 

most African Americans in stories, while 2012 (n = 12), 2008 (n = 10) and 2001 (n = 9) 

featured African Americans in photographs more than other years. 

Hypothesis 1. H1: African Americans will appear on newspaper front-pages less 

frequently than other ethnic groups, but at rates similar to their population size.  

Hypothesis 1 looked to understand how frequently African Americans appeared 

on front-pages. To best support or negate this hypothesis, frequency tables were created 

to understand how often African Americans appeared in the total content where ethnicity 

could be determined. This percentage was compared to regional statistics to determine if 

African Americans appear at rates higher, lower or similar to their regional population. 

Researchers determined ethnicity as either African American or non-African 

American in 51.2% of stories (n = 236) and 96.6% of photos (n = 315).  

Of the 236 ethnicity-determinable stories, African Americans were present in 

28% of stories (n = 68) and 25% of photographs (n = 79). 
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Compared to regional statistics for each year, African Americans appeared at rates 

similar than their regional population in most years in both photos and stories. Estimated 

population of African Americans residing in the St. Louis region (city and county) during 

the sampled years (January 2000 to December 2012) ranged between 27.3% and 29.7%.  

In photos, African Americans were featured at rates similar to their population in 

seven of the 13 years. 2012 was the highest year of African American inclusion, where 

black sources appeared in 50% of photographs. To contrast, the lowest year of inclusion 

in photographs was 2000, where black sources were included in 6.5% of images (n = 2).  

In stories, African Americans were included as determinable sources at rates 

similar to their yearly population in eight of the 13 years. 2011 included the most Black 

sources, who made up 55% of stories (n = 11). Just as with images, 2000 was the lowest 

year of inclusion in stories, where black sources were included in only 3.8% of news 

stories (n = 1). 

Table 3 

African American inclusion by year in content where ethnicity is determinable 

Year Inclusion in stories Inclusion in photos 
2000 3.8% 6.5% 
2001 43.8% 40.9% 
2002 30.4% 29.6% 
2003 36.4% 17.4% 
2004 21.1% 18.5% 
2005 21.4% 22.7% 
2006 16.7% 14.8% 
2007 22.2% 30% 
2008 40% 22.2% 
2009 31% 20% 
2010 38.5% 37.5% 
2011 55% 50% 
2012 22.2% 25.1% 
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Hypothesis 2. H2: African Americans will be featured as sources or story subjects 

in more stereotypically inclusive stories (such as crime, sports and entertainment news) 

than in non-stereotypically inclusive stories (education, science and business news).  

Hypotheses 2 sought to understand the relationship between ethnicity and story 

topic, essentially if the ethnicity of a source (or a story’s subject) impacted the kind of 

coverage they received.  The relationship between ethnicity and story topic in new stories 

was found to be statistically significant, χ2 (12, n=236) = 34.27, p < .001, Cramer’s V= 

.381, supporting the hypothesis. The relationship between ethnicity and story topic in 

images was also statistically significant, χ2 (12, n=315) = 63.82, p < .001, Cramer’s 

V=.45 (see tables 4 and 5), and also supports the hypothesis. 

African Americans appeared most in politics stories (n = 24, 24.7% of political 

stories), which are considered a neutral topic and can be attributed to presidential 

candidate Barack Obama. Sports news (n = 7, 58.3% of sports sources), social issues (n = 

7, 87.5% of social issue stories) and community business (n  = 7, 43.8% of stories in that 

topic) were also high-ranking story topics, though it should be noted that community 

business is also a neutral topic. 

In front-page photographs, black sources were featured most in sports imagery (n 

= 20, 64.5% of sports images), photos related to politics (n = 15, 14.7% of politics 

images) and crime (n = 10, 28.6% of crime stories), two of three categories that are 

considered stereotypical. 
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Table 4 

African American inclusion by story topic 

Story topic Instances of inclusion Percentage of black sources in 
category 

Crime/Public safety 5 16.7% 
Entertainment 1 20% 

Events 0 0.0% 
Human interest 1 5.6% 

Interethnic conflict 3 60% 
Politics 24 24.7% 
Sports 7 58.3% 

Education 3 60% 
Business/Finance 5 25% 

Social issues 7 87.5% 
Community business 7 43.8% 

Religion 1 14.3% 
Science/Nature 4 33.3% 

68 (28.8%) total appearances of 236 stories where ethnicity could be determined. χ2 (12, 
n=236) = 34.27, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .381 
 
 
Table 5 

African American inclusion by photo topic 

Photo topic Instances of inclusion Percentage of sources in 
category 

Crime/Public safety 10 28.6% 
Entertainment 1 7.1% 

Events 2 50% 
Human interest 3 8.8% 

Interethnic conflict 1 100% 
Politics 15 14.7% 
Sports 20 64.5% 

Education 8 53.3% 
Business/Finance 1 3.2% 

Social issues 4 80% 
Community business 5 38.5% 

Religion 1 14.3% 
Science/Nature 8 34.8% 

79 (25.1%) total appearances of 315 photos where ethnicity was determinable 
χ2 (12, n=315) = 64.82, p < .001, Cramer’s V=.45.  
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Hypothesis 3. H3: African Americans will be framed with more negative 

characteristics (such as being poor, violent or promiscuous) than positive characteristics 

(such as being community involved, educated and pious). 

 Hypothesis 3 observed framing of African American sources and the relationship 

between ethnicity and characterization; essentially, if the ethnicity of a source (or the 

story’s main subject) impacted how they were portrayed. The relationship between 

ethnicity and characterization/framing was statistically significant for stories, χ2 (10, n = 

93) 22.18, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .48. Of stories where characterization was apparent, 

African Americans were framed most as being “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 7, 

41.2% of conflicted sources were African American). “Poor” characterizations tied for 

second common (n = 7), and black sources were 66.7% of all sources framed in this 

manner. “Untrustworthy” (n = 3, 15.8% of sources) and “community involved” (n = 3, 

37.5% of sources) both ranked third in most used frames for black sources.  

The relationship between ethnicity and characterization was also significant for 

photos, χ2 (11, n = 315) 26.85, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .29. Just as with stories, black 

sources were framed most as “conflicted or victims of conflict,” (n = 6, 24% of sources) 

followed by “poor” in 66.7% of all sources in that characterization (n = 4). “Promiscuous 

or single parent” (n = 3, 100% of all sources characterized this way) and “intelligent or 

educated” (n = 3, 27.3%) tied for the third most used frame for black sources. While the 

hypothesis was supported for photos, the test for association was somewhat weak, likely 

due to the small amount of photos where characterizations could be definitively 

pinpointed (for example, in an action photo compared to a thumbnail headshot). 
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Table 6 

Common frames for African American sources 

Frame/Characterization Instances in stories Instances in photos 
Violent 1 (4.5%) 2 (13.3%) 

Poor 4 (66.7%) 4 (66.7%) 
Promiscuous/Single Parent 2 (100%) 3 (100%) 
Non-community involved 0 (0%)**  0 (0%)** 
Unintelligent/Uneducated 0 (0%) 1 (100%) 

Untrustworthy 3 (15.8%) 0 (0%) 
Conflicted/Victim 7 (41.2%) 6 (24%) 

Non-violent/defenseless 0 (0%)** 0 (0%)** 
Wealthy/Stable Finances 1 (33.3%) 0 (0%) 

Community Involved 3 (37.5%) 2 (33.3%) 
Intelligent/Educated 1 (12.5%) 3 (27.3%) 

Trustworthy 1 (16.7%) 1 (25%) 
Non-conflicted/Survivor 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

23 total story characterizations of 93 stories where framing was determinable, χ2 (10, n 
= 93) 22.18, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .48.  
23 total photo characterizations of 86 photos where framing was determinable, χ2 (11, n 
= 315) 25.85, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .292.  
** This category did not appear in stories or photos for either African Americans or non-
African American sources. 
 

Story topic and framing. Further, I examined the relationship between story 

topic and characterization, finding it to be statistically significant for stories, χ2 (120, n = 

142) 281.06, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .45, as well as for photos, χ2 (132, n = 89) 235.08, p 

< .001, Cramer’s V = .49. 

 Characterizations were observed for the most appearing story topics. In political 

stories, sources we most characterized as violent (n = 18), which coincided with political 

stories about international figures, such as Osama Bin Laden. Following that 

characterization, “untrustworthy” (n = 10) ranked second and “conflicted or victim of 

conflict” (n = 6) appeared third. Science and nature stories appeared second most, and 

often featured sources who were characterized as “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 
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7), seen most in coverage of Hurricane Katrina or “untrustworthy” (n = 2). And third 

most appearing topic crime and public safety featured characterizations of sources being 

“violent” (n = 12), “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 9) and “untrustworthy” (n = 7). 

 Top appearing photo topics were politics, crime and public safety, and human 

interest. Like with stories, political images featured sources most framed as “violent” (n = 

6), “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 4) and “untrustworthy” (n = 3). In crime stories, 

the most common frames of sources were “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 13) and 

“violent” (n = 9). In human-interest photos, sources were characterized most as 

“community involved” (n = 4) and “non-conflicted or survivor of conflict” (n = 4).  

Source prominence and framing. The relationship between prominence and 

characterization/framing was statistically significant for stories, χ2 (20, n = 142) 52.53, p 

< .001, Cramer’s V = .43. Common people sources were characterized more as being 

“conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 25), violent (n = 21) and “intelligent or educated” 

(n = 9). Sources categorized as notable persons were framed most as “untrustworthy” (n 

= 6), “community involved” (n = 3) and “violent” (n = 3). Widely known sources were 

framed most as “untrustworthy” (n = 14), “violent”  (n = 8) and “trustworthy” (n = 5). 

The relationship between prominence and framing was found to be statistically 

significant for photos as well, χ2 (36, n = 89) 47.63, p < .01, Cramer’s V = .42. Common 

people sources used in photos were most likely framed as “conflicted or victim of 

conflict” (n = 19), “violent” (n = 12) and “intelligent or educated” (n = 10). Notable 

sources where characterized most as “conflicted or victims of conflict” (n = 4) or 

“violent” (n = 2). Widely known sources were framed most as “untrustworthy” (n = 6) or 

“survivors of conflict” (n = 3).      
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Region and framing. A significant relationship existed for region and 

characterization/framing for both stories χ2 (30, n = 142) 70.88, p < .001, Cramer’s V = 

.40, and photos, χ2 (36, n = 89) 63.57, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .48. 

 In stories about St. Louis city, sources were framed most as “conflicted or victims 

of conflict” (n = 9), “community involved” (n = 8) or “poor” (n = 7). In St. Louis County 

stories, sources were characterized most as “conflicted or victims of conflict” (n = 7) or 

“community involved” (n = 3). Missouri stories featured sources as “conflicted or victims 

of conflict” (n = 4), “untrustworthy” (n = 3) or “violent” (n = 3). Front-page stories 

datelined outside of Missouri featured sources mostly characterized as “violent” (n = 24) 

or “untrustworthy” (n = 19). 

In front-page photographs categorized in St. Louis city, sources were determined 

to be framed most as “intelligent or educated” (n = 9), “conflicted or victims of conflict” 

(n = 5) or “poor” (n = 5). “Conflicted or victim of conflict” characterizations were used 

most in photos about county (n = 5) and Missouri (n = 3) sources. Elsewhere, the top 

photo characterizations were “violent” (n = 13), “conflicted or victim of conflict” (n = 

12) and “untrustworthy” (n = 7). 

Use of textual indicators. The use of textual indicators – language that presented 

a source’s ethnicity to readers in either stories or photo cutlines – was found rarely in the 

study (n = 9, stories and n = 3 in photographs). No significant relationship could be 

determined between the use of textual indicators and characterization or textual indicators 

and story topic. 
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Hypothesis 4. H4: The amount of content including African Americans will 

increase alongside population growth of the African American community. Content will 

include African American community sources less frequently than African American 

sources outside of the community. 

 Hypothesis 4 looked to understand the relationship between inclusion of African 

Americans and how they are represented in their community in two ways: if the amount 

of coverage waned and flowed with population size, and if a source (or story subject’s) 

region/home impacted their inclusion in front-page news. To determine this, I performed 

two types tests – linear regression and Chi-square test. 

Location of stories. In stories, sources came from “elsewhere” – outside of St. 

Louis city, county or Missouri most (n = 214), with St. Louis city ranking second (n = 

133), Missouri (n = 65), followed by county stories (n = 49). In imagery, source regions 

ranked elsewhere (n = 136), St. Louis city (n = 126), St. Louis County (n = 35) and 

Missouri (n = 30).  

Inclusion and region. The study looked to explore the relationship between 

inclusion of African Americans and region. A significant relationship between the two 

variables was found for both stories χ2 (3, n = 236) 20.09, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .29, 

and photos, χ2 (3, n = 315) 15.5, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .22. 

 In news stories, African Americans appeared most in news outside of the region 

and state – “elsewhere” (n = 31), followed by St. Louis City (n = 30). Black sources 

appeared fewer times in Missouri (n = 5) or St. Louis County stories (n = 2).   

In front-page photographs, Black sources appeared most in imagery regarding St. 

Louis City (n = 39), with “elsewhere” stories ranking second (n = 19). Just as with front-



	

51	

page news stories, African Americans appeared fewer times in Missouri (n = 11) and St. 

Louis County (n = 10) photographic content. 

Table 7 

Regions where Black sources appear in stories and photos, and ethnicity determinable 

Region Instances in stories Instances in photos 
St. Louis city 30 (49.2%) 39 (32.8%) 

St. Louis County 2 (7.4%) 10 (29.4%) 
Missouri 5 (20%) 11 (36.7%) 

Elsewhere 31 (25.2%) 19 (14.4%) 
Significant relationship for stories, χ2 (3, n = 236) 20.09, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .29.  
Significant relationship for images, χ2 (3, n = 315) 15.5, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .22. 
 

Prominence and ethnicity. When examining the relationship between 

prominence and ethnicity, I determined that no statistically significant relationship 

existed in the case of news stories, χ2 (2, n = 236) 2.3, p > .05, Cramer’s V = .10. 

Prominent and common-people Blacks both appeared regularly, at similar rates. 

But, a somewhat significant relationship was found for prominence and ethnicity 

for photos, χ2 (3, n = 315) 13.64, p < .01, Cramer’s V = .21. In news photos, African 

Americans were featured more as common sources (n = 61) than notable sources (n = 9) 

or widely-known people (n = 9).  

Table 8 

African Americans at different source prominence levels 

Prominence Inclusion in stories Inclusion in photos 
Common person 39 (33.3%) 61 (28.9%) 
Notable person 9 (25.7%) 9 (28.1%) 

Widely-known person 20 (23.8%) 9 (12.5%) 
No significant relationship between prominence and ethnicity in stories in stories where 
ethnicity is determined, χ2 (2, n = 236) 2.3, p > .05, Cramer’s V = .10.  
Significant relationship for images, χ2 (3, n = 315) 13.64, p < .01, Cramer’s V = .21. 
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Prominence and region. A significant relationship was determined to exist 

between the prominence of a source and the region they were from in both stories, χ2 (6, 

n = 461) 86.57, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .31, and photos, χ2 (3, n = 315) 13.64, p < .05, 

Cramer’s V = .21.  

Stories about St. Louis city featured most as common people (n = 110), making 

up 36.4% of all common person sources. The “elsewhere” category ranked second (n = 

98) for most use of common person sources. Notable people used as sources for a story 

appeared most “elsewhere,” making up 53.5% of all notable sources (n = 32). Widely-

known people were featured on the front-page most as being from “elsewhere,” 

comprising 84.8% of all widely-known sources (n = 84). 

 In photographs, common people were featured most in stories about St. Louis city 

(n = 110), while notable sources were seen more in stories located “elsewhere” (n = 21). 

Widely-known people included in photographs were featured most in “elsewhere” 

content (n = 58). 

Table 9 

Source prominence by location in stories 

Region Common people Notable people Widely-known  
St. Louis city 110 (82.7%) 18 (13.5%) 5 (3.8%) 

St. Louis County 42 (85.7%) 5 (10.2%) 2 (4.1%) 
Missouri 52 (80%) 5 (7.7%) 8 (12.3%) 

Elsewhere 98 (45.8%) 32 (15%) 84 (39.3%) 
Significant relationship for stories: χ2 (6, n = 461) 86.57, p < .001, Cramer’s V = .31. 
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Table 10 

Source prominence by location in photos 

Region Common people Notable people Widely-known  
St. Louis city 110 (88%) 9 (7.2%) 6 (4.8%) 

St. Louis County 34 (97.1) 1 (2.9%) 0 (0%) 
Missouri 21 (70%) 1 (3.3%) 8 (26.7%) 

Elsewhere 57 (41.9%) 21 (15.4%) 58 (42.6%) 
Significant relationship for photos: χ2 (3, n = 315) 13.64, p < .05, Cramer’s V = .21. 
 

Appearance and population. A linear regression test was performed to 

determine if annual population impacted inclusion of African Americans in stories and 

images; the regression was used to determine if population ebbed and flowed with 

coverage. The regression was not significant for stories, (F(1,11) = 1.80, p > .05) with an 

R2 of .063, or photos (F(1,11) = .846, p > .05) with an R2 of .071. Yearly regional 

population is not a significant predictor of inclusion of Black sources in stories or news 

photographs featured on the front-page. 

Table 11 

Estimated Black percentage of population and annual inclusion 

Year Regional population Story inclusion Photo inclusion 
2000 27.3% 3.8% 6.5% 
2001 27.7% 43.8% 40.9% 
2002 28.04% 30.4% 29.6% 
2003 28.3% 36.4% 17.4% 
2004 28.6% 21.1% 18.5% 
2005 28.9% 21.4% 22.7% 
2006 29.2% 16.7% 14.8% 
2007 29.4% 22.2% 30% 
2008 29.5% 40% 22.2% 
2009 29.6% 31% 20% 
2010 29.7% 38.5% 37.5% 
2011 29.7% 55% 37.5% 
2012 29% 22.2% 50% 

No significant relationship between population and inclusion for stories (F(1,11) = 1.80, 
p > .05) with an R2 of .063, or photos (F(1,11) = .846, p > .05) with an R2 of .071.  
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Chapter 5: Discussion 
 
 
 
 The primary goal of this study was to measure the frequency of appearance and 

characterizations of African Americans on front-page newsprint in a region with a high 

minority population. Results of this study in some ways contrasted with previous 

research, but followed much of what is known about African American representations in 

print media. 

 Determining ethnicity for all stories proved more difficult than I expected or as 

seemed as simple in previous studies. In many cases – nearly half of the content – 

ethnicity for sources in text could not be determined based on the study criteria, which 

were developed from methods previous researchers had used. While there was difficulty 

in determining ethnicity, the study proceeded to analyze data from known ethnic 

appearances – the same as a newspaper reader would likely do, consciously or 

unconsciously, when analyzing content appearing before them. 

 Textual indicators – actual language discussing a source’s ethnicity – were rarely 

used. While previous studies were able to rely on this to determine ethnicity, I found few 

blatant references to ethnicity, and coders had to rely on the other presented methods of 

determining what ethnic group a source identified with or belonged to. Through the 

examination of images and stories, textual indicators were used less than five times, and 

in stories and cutlines about interethnic conflict, which were more likely to identify 

ethnicity as part of fact-driven reporting. 

 When ethnicity was determinable, African Americans appeared less frequently 

than other ethnic groups, but were presented at similar rates to their population in the 
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area. In most years of the study, inclusion of Black sources appeared at rates similar to or 

above regional population. While parity is not a requirement for balanced news coverage 

of all groups, it does researchers an opportunity to understand representations of groups 

in quantifiable numbers.  

 When comparing frequency of inclusion to population, the research determined 

that regional Black population did not directly impact the amount of coverage African 

Americans received.  

 Such as presented in the Rodgers, Thorson and Antecol (2000) research, new 

frames are emerging for Black sources. My study determined that while African 

Americans appeared regularly in historically stereotypical news topics most, a continued 

increase in political and community involvement could help lead the way to changing 

framing of African Americans.  Though, the regular inclusion in sports, crime and social 

issues topics supports the hypothesis that Black sources would be featured in more 

stereotypical topics.  

Still, there remained story topics that African Americans rarely or never appeared 

in, such as business and finance news, human interest stories and religion news. The 

exclusion from these topics can be supported by symbolic annihilation theory – as 

African Americans have rarely appeared in stories of this nature in the past, as supported 

by prior literature, Black sources continue to not be seen as sources for these stories. 

Like measuring ethnic appearances, determining apparent frames for Black 

sources was not always apparent. But, analysis of regularly appearing frames of African 

Americans on the Post-Dispatch’s front-pages aligned with previous research. When 

characterizations of Black sources could be determined, they were mostly negative in 
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nature. Sources were frequently framed as being victims or in conflict, poor and 

untrustworthy. In photographs, the frame of promiscuity and single parenthood appeared 

multiple times. For that characterization, as well as poverty, only African American 

sources were presented in all instances. But, an emerging frame, which appeared in 

images and stories – of being community involved – could pave the way for Black 

sources to appear in a positive light. Still, I wonder how this effect plays out among 

readers when the idea of “if it bleeds, it leads” the front-page or news section encourages 

fixation on more negative news content than positive. 

Frames differed for sources based off prominence and location. While no 

relationship could be determined between prominence and ethnicity in text stories, it did 

appear in photographs. In imagery, African Americans were featured more as common 

people sources than as notable or widely-known individuals. And, relationships between 

prominence and framing showed that common people sources were characterized more as 

being victims, violent or – surprisingly – intelligent. This leads to support the idea that 

African Americans receive more negative framing, though the use of intelligence as a 

frame for common people sources could allow readers to be presented with educated 

Black sources – a frame that would break down the common stereotype of the 

uneducated, urban African American.  

Frames for sources appearing in stories about the St. Louis metropolitan area were 

commonly victim, conflict or poverty frames, a problematic description of the city 

community as African Americans appeared frequently in content about the area, and 

make up more than 50% of the population in that area. 
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African Americans were featured in stories outside of the city, county or state 

more frequently than any other region. I observed that many of these appearances 

featured Black politicians and leaders, such as Barack Obama, Condoleezza Rice, Al 

Sharpton and Colin Powell. Following closely behind outside sources, Black sources 

were featured in stories about St. Louis fairly frequently, and more than county or state 

stories. This leads me to believe that front-page representations of African Americans 

reflected portions of the community, not just sources from outside the area. 

In photographs, most Black sources featured were from the St. Louis region, a 

positive note in the study. While framings were not frequently positive, sources from the 

region were included, instead of being replaced with outside, widely-known figures. 

Overall, the research determined that when ethnicity can be identified, African 

Americans do appear at similar rates to regional group population, those presentation is 

frequently in more stereotypical story topics and negative. Population was determined to 

not have an impact on the amount of coverage the Black community received, though the 

amount of coverage coming from the community appeared to narrowly fall behind 

coverage of Black sources from outside of the region. In terms of framing, new emerging 

frames could allow Black sources to be featured in future stories more positively, though 

the absence of coverage in particular categories calls for more development of Black 

sources in a variety of story and image topics.  

Why Does This Matter? 

While new topics and frames of coverage emerge, it appears that some levels of 

symbolic annihilation are still persistent. And, a lack of robust framing of African 
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Americans — varied, instead of being heavily positive or negative, but reflective — is 

needed. Why? 

Symbolic annihilation theory suggests that groups are invisible to readers and 

washed from coverage. Failing to show a group or fully reflect part of a community 

relays to readers that members of that group, in this case African Americans, are 

unimportant and not relevant. In a time where discussions emerge of a post-racial 

America, it is increasingly important to ensure all groups are truly represented. 

Additionally, showing every day life and situations involving African Americans 

removes the notion that blacks participating in science, business or religion (topics blacks 

were featured less in) are anomalies. Yet, African Americans are not an anomaly in their 

community, so why should they be in community related topics? 

While politicians and prominent African Americans are regularly included, those 

individuals do not necessarily reflect the community, and arguably do not break down the 

cycle that fails to include African Americans in daily news content. In some aspects, 

readers could agree that those prominently displayed African Americans are thought of as 

being outside the group in terms of media treatment, which further fails to reflect the 

regional black community. 

Framing and the use of varied frames used in stories featuring African Americans 

is increasingly important. This study found that negative framing persists for blacks in St. 

Louis, which only works to perpetuate group stereotypes. 

How news organizations show groups not only creates public opinion about a 

group’s behavior and traits, which can frequently be considered stereotypical and 

incorrect, but it creates self-fulfilling prophecies. As black children learn through media 
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that they can only be athletes or criminals, never business owners or bankers, 

communities fail to grow. As non-African American children learn this same message, a 

system of continued prejudice, stereotyping and failed community relationships continues 

for a new generation. 

Together, symbolic annihilation and framing create a large, noticeable impact. A 

lack of regular inclusion paired with heavy negative framing creates situations where 

black individuals involved in heavily covered or controversial events, such as crime, 

create strong impacts on readers. Those impacts are more likely to be recalled meanwhile 

erasing the stories and contributions of other African Americans. Instead of being one 

incident, the negative event or scenario becomes an example of “typical black behavior” 

that is used to further define the minority community, even if it is inaccurate. 

The ability to easily determine ethnicity for sources like past researchers were 

able to do creates an interesting “Catch-22.” 

This research explored how African Americans were shown, and if ethnicity has 

been a large feature of how sources were shown in a print medium. With more than half 

of the sample’s source ethnicity being undeterminable, it appears to be a positive finding 

that ethnicity is not a primary market in stories, included in the “who, what, where, when 

and why.” It appears that a sources relevance and worth frequently does not hinge on 

their outward appearance or the group an individual chooses to identify with. 

But, this could also contain a negative impact. As ethnicity is identifiable in many 

negative stories, such as crime and violence news, those situations overshadow stories of 

African Americans that present a positive frame where ethnicity may not be identified. In 
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some aspects, readers could say the “good blacks” become invisible, thus failing to work 

towards the removal of stereotypes. 

In this situation, where there is both a good and bad viewpoint from the 

invisibility of ethnicity in stories, I offer two suggestions: 

(1) News organizations should consider the use of multimedia and photography to 

build bridges, in which human interest pieces and photos of daily life more regularly 

include people of color. These media “blips” give readers new experiences and frames to 

consider, while also reflecting minority communities more accurately. 

(2) Establishing neighborhood and community beats can ensure group coverage 

happens, both the good and the bad. In St. Louis, many neighborhoods are differentiated 

by ethnicity, and working to make sure those areas of the city are covered creates 

stronger rapport with group members. The practice also creates more reflective coverage 

of groups and communities while reducing the question about how frequently groups are 

included in news media. 

These findings contribute to current literature on characterizations of Black 

sources by providing an insight to coverage on front-pages of newspapers, as do few 

studies. The research also provides an updated view into newspaper representations of 

African Americans, as much research in this area has become dated; similar research 

done by Rodgers, Thorson and Antecol was completed in 2000, and does not account for 

Black representations in a time where an African American president is in office. While 

findings in this research are similar to previous literature, the study does give insight to 

the possible formation of new frames, allowing future researchers to track the growth or 

decline of new representations of African Americans. 
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Chapter 6: Limitations and Future Research 
 
 
 

A foremost recommendation for future research in this area of front-page 

representations is a call for additional exploration. Literature was a large limitation in this 

study. While much research acknowledges the need for further understanding of African 

American media depictions, few studies look at front-page depictions or the relationship 

between population and coverage. As the front-page acts a news billboard for democratic 

discussion; understanding imagery of minority groups on those discussion-leading pages 

becomes as important as scholarship in other research regarding media representations. 

The present study looks to fill the existing gaps in both areas. 

I struggled to find other research that specifically looked at front-page newspaper 

dynamics. While much research of magazine covers exists, further analysis of newspaper 

fronts, which feature more sources, stories and images than one cover, would allow for a 

larger idea of how front-pages portray groups in prominent places.  

A limitation of this study is that it did not record all present ethnic groups, which 

would have made for a better understanding of how coverage of all groups compares 

instead of the “Black” or “non-Black” categories. As U.S. Census statistics show more 

Americans identify as bi- or multi-racial, it may become necessary to observe a variety of 

groups to understand changes in frames for ethnic groups. Additionally, this study lacks a 

holistic approach to understanding what ethnic groups appear on front-page news most, 

and in relation to each other. Including a wider-spanning understanding of all ethnic 

groups would have presented how African Americans are portrayed in comparison to 

other groups — be that better or worse than other ethnic groups — as well as emerging 
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characterizations and stereotypes of other groups. The present research did not 

encompass other groups, and future studies could benefit from deeper study of all ethnic 

groups.  

In hindsight, recording gender in sources could also have been beneficial to 

understanding group representations. While coders commented that African American 

sources appeared to be predominately men, no quantitative data was recorded to support 

that idea. Knowing how individuals within the group are shown — specifically, who in 

the group is used as a source or seen as a more reliable or untrustworthy individual — 

may lead to more insight in future analysis of group representations. 

The present study categorized story and image sources by prominence, but did not 

specifically record the most common sources to understand appearance. Future research 

should look specifically at the use of widely known and prominent sources to determine 

which African Americans are “suitable” to appear on front-page content. 

Tracking the use of ethnic identifiers appeared to be a good idea, but did not go 

further in depth as to how coders were able to identify ethnicity. It would have been 

useful for the primary researcher (me) and coders to record how a reader is able to 

identify ethnicity, especially since textual indicators specifically mentioning ethnicity 

were not frequently used. 

Further, as many studies do, understanding editorial staff at specific newspapers 

may help identify why particular frames or story topics persist for some groups, and not 

others. Future researchers may find a need to determine the relationship between 

newspaper staffs and content diversity. 
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Appendix A 
Coding Instructions 

 
Thank you for assisting in the completion of this study. The primary goal of this research is 
observe how frequently African Americans appear in front-page news, and in what manner they 
are characterized. On the following pages, you will find instructions, interpretation codes and 
reference materials, as well as the coding sheet to input data.  
 
If at any time you have questions or problems, it is vital that you stop and consult the 
researcher before progressing further. Failing to do so could skew data and lead to 
inaccurate results. 
 
Materials 

• Coding instructions (this sheet) 
• Codebook: Guide and code selection sheet 
• City reference sheet: List of St. Louis city neighborhoods and county towns 
• Data sheet: Recording sheet for results 

 
Getting started 
After receiving this information packet, you’ll begin training with the researcher. During 
training, you’ll learn how to navigate the codebook, identify coding scenarios and record data. 
Following several hours of coding training and practice, you’ll begin analyzing the first set of 
data (26 pages). This preliminary data will be compared to the work of another coder to 
determine accuracy. If coding is consistent, you will begin coding additional portions of the 
sample. If coding is not consistent, additional training and another coding sample will take place. 
 
Understanding the codebook 
The codebook is your guide to understand which codes to record during observation. In this 
study, numbers are used to represent topics, places and several other items. You’ll be asked to 
observe and record responses to several questions, such as: 
 

• What is the story or image about? 
• Does the story or image include an African American? 
• Where does the story take place? 

 
Each of these items has a specified list of responses that you’ll choose from. In some cases, you 
may find than an answer is undeterminable, and will input the code for that response. With 
training, you’ll be able to understand when each code applies. For your reference, the codebook 
describes each code used.  
 
 
Filling out the data sheet 
Coding information is recorded on the data sheet. For each front-page you receive, you’ll also 
receive one coding sheet; only one code sheet is used per front-page. Upon receiving a sheet, 
you should first: 

• Write the front-page date onto the sheet and your name. 
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• Count the number of front-page stories and images present. A story must have a headline 
and be 25 words or more; anything less is not counted. For images, this research only 
counts images where people are present. Infographics, comics and advertisements should 
not be counted. 

 
After recording page information, you are ready to begin coding. Choose the first qualifying 
story on the page (with a headline and 25 or more words of body text) and record it’s information 
on the sheet’s “Story1” row. You’ll work left to right through the row, addressing each column’s 
question. 
 

 
 

• Story Topic: What is the story about? 
• Inclusion: Does the story or image include an African American? 
• Ethnic Indicator: Does the story explicitly mention the ethnicity of an individual? 
• Source Characteristics: How is the main source described? 
• Sourcing Prominence: Who is the story about, or does it primarily feature? 
• Story Location: Where does the dateline refer to the story’s origin? 

 
To answer these questions, refer to the question in the codebook, and record the answer’s code in 
the section’s box.  
 
Following completion of the first story, you’ll repeat the process for each story listed on the 
page. Remember to answer all questions by selecting the related code from the codebook. For 
photos, the process is exactly the same. 
 
You may find that the select front-page has few stories or images. In this case, record only what 
is on the page, and leave any unused sheet spaces empty. Do not record stories from a different 
page on the same sheet – remember to use a separate sheet for every front-page you analyze. 
 

Completed data sheets 

After filling a data sheet, simply set the sheet and page off to the side and begin a new sheet for 
the next front-page. Completed data sheets will be collected and input to statistical analysis 
software for further observation of results. 
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Appendix B 
Codebook 

 
Story or Image Topic: What is the story about? 

1. Crime and Public Safety: Crime, illegal activity or safety concerns and notices in relation 

to criminal activity (such as suspect watches or manhunt stories). 

2. Entertainment: Music, movies, celebrity or fashion news. 

3. Events: Notification or coverage of an event or holiday. 

4. Human Interest: Spotlights an individual’s accomplishment, life story or event. 

5. Interethnic Conflict: News related to conflict between members of ethnic groups or 

coverage of hate crimes 

6. Politics: Coverage of local, national and international political events and topics. 

7. Sports: Sporting events or news in relation to a sports team, venue or athlete. 

8. Education: Content is related to schools or higher education. 

9. Business and Finance: Discussion of economics, business activities and ventures. 

10. Social Issues: Issues such as poverty, homelessness and young motherhood 

11. Community Business: Regarding city/county ordinances, regulations and business. 

12. Religion: News covering religious organizations. 

13. Science and Nature: Topics involving weather, natural events, health or science news. 

Inclusion: Does the story or image include an African American? 

1. No African American is present 

2. An African American is present 

3. Unable to determine 

Ethnic Indicator: Does the story explicitly mention the ethnicity of an individual? 

1. Textual indicator used – indicated as African American/Black 

2. Textual indicator used – indicated as Caucasian or White 

3. Textual indicator used – indicated as Hispanic or Latino/a 

4. Textual indicator used – indicated as Asian or Asian American 

5. Textual indicator used – indicated as Native American 

6. Textual indicator used – indicated as multiple ethnicities 

7. Textual indicator not used 
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Source Prominence: Who is the story about, or does it primarily feature? 

1. Common person: Subject is not widely known, such as a resident. 

2. Notable person: Through previous or excessive news coverage or by regular activity in 

the community, such as an area politician. 

3. Widely known person: This individual is known throughout the United States, such as the 

President or a celebrity. 

Source Characterization: How is the main source described? 

1. Violent 

2. Poor  

3. Promiscuous/Single Parent 

4. Non-community involved 

5. Unintelligent/uneducated 

6. Untrustworthy 

7. Conflicted or a victim of conflict 

8. Non-violent/defenseless 

9. Wealthy or financially stable 

10. Non promiscuous/Parent Team 

11. Community involved 

12. Intelligent/Educated 

13. Trustworthy 

14. Non-conflicted, or a survivor of conflict 

15. No noticeable characteristic listed 

Story Region: Where does the dateline refer to the story’s origin? 

(See City Reference Sheet for additional reference) 

1. St. Louis City 

2. St. Louis County 

3. State of Missouri 

4. Elsewhere 
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Appendix C 
City Reference Sheet 

 
St. Louis City Neighborhoods (Code these regions as “1,” St. Louis City) 
Academy Fountain Park Midtown 
Baden Fox Park Mount Pleasant 
Benton Park Franz Park Near North Riverfront 
Benton Park West Gate District North Hampton 
Bevo Mill Grand Center North Point 
Botanical Heights Gravois Park North Riverfront 
Boulevard Heights Greater Ville O’Fallon 
Car Square Hamilton Heights Old North St. Louis  
Carondelet Hi-Pointe Patch 
Central West End Holly Hills Peabody 
Cheltenham Hyde Park Penrose 
Clayton JeffVanderLou Princeton Heights 
Clifton Heights Kings Oak Riverview 
College Hill Kingsway East Shaw 
Columbus Square Kingsway West Skinker/DeBaliviere 
Compton Heights Kosciusko Soulard 
Darst Lafayette Square Southampton 
DeBaliviere Place LaSallle Park Southwest Garden 
Downtown Lewis Place St. Louis Hills 
Downtown West Lindenwood Park St. Louis Place 
Dutchtown Marine Villa The Hill 
Ellendale Mark Twain The Ville 
Fairground McKinley Heights Tiffany 
Forest Park Southeast   
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St. Louis County Towns (Code these regions as “2,” St. Louis County) 
Ballwin Flordell Hills Pacific 
Bel-Nor Florissant Pagedale 
Bel-Ridge Frontenac Pasadena Hills 
Bella Villa Glen Echo Park Pasadena Park 
Bellefontaine Neighbors Glencoe Pine Lawn 
Bellerive Glendale Richmond Heights 
Berkeley Grantwood Village Riverview 
Beverly Hills Green Park Rock Hill 
Black Jack Greendale Shrewsbury 
Breckenridge Hills Hanley Hills St. Ann 
Brentwood Hazelwood St. John 
Bridgeton Hillsdale Sunset Hills 
Calverton Park Huntleigh Sycamore Hills 
Champ Jennings Town and Country 
Charlack Kinloch Twin Oaks 
Chesterfield Kirkwood University City 
Clarkson Valley Ladue Uplands Park 
Clayton Lakeshire Valley Park 
Cool Valley Lemay Velda City 
Country Club Hills Mackenzie Velda Village Hills 
Country Life Acres Manchester Vinita Park 
Crestwood Maplewood Vinita Terrace 
Creve Coeur Marlborough Warson Woods 
Crystal Lake Park Maryland Heights Webster Groves 
Dellwood Moline Acres Wellston 
Des Peres Normandy Westwood 
Edmundson Northwoods Wilbur Park 
Ellisville Norwood Court Wildwood 
Eureka Oakland Winchester 
Fenton Olivette Woodson Terrace 
Ferguson Overland  
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APPENDIX D 
Coding Data Sheet 

 
Front-Page date (MM/DD/YY) ________________________________ 

Coder name    ________________________________ 

Total stories on front-page  ________________________________  

Total images on front-page  ________________________________  

STORIES 
 Story 

Topic 
Inclusion Ethnic 

Indicator 
Source 
Prominence 

Source 
Characterization 

Source 
Region 

Story1  
 

     

Story2  
 

     

Story3  
 

     

Story4  
 

     

Story5  
 

     

Story6  
 

     

 
IMAGES 
 Photo 

Topic 
Inclusion Ethnic 

Indicator 
Source 
Prominence 

Source 
Characterization 

Source 
Region 

Image1  
 

     

Image2  
 

     

Image3  
 

     

Image4  
 

     

Image5  
 

     

Image6  
 

     

 
USE ONE SHEET PER NEWSPAPER FRONT-PAGE 

STORIES MUST HAVE A HEADLINE AND MINIMUM 25 WORDS 
IMAGES MUST INCLUDE A PERSON; DO NOT INCLUDE ADS OR INFOGRAPHICS	


