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What Does HSCWWW mean? 
"Make information available to everyone who needs it." "Yes, but it should 
be accessible from a number of locations." "Above all, it must be simple to 
use. We don't want to fight through a number of different systems." 
"Ensure privacy and confidentiality of patient data." 

These statements and hundreds more were made during the first year of the 
MIAIMS planning process to describe the systems, access, security, and 
ease of use intended by committee members. One of the efforts stemming 
from these meetings was the organization and development of the Health 
Sciences Center (HSC) place on the Internet via World Wide Web (WWW) 
Technology. (See related article on the WWW, back page). Through this 
technology and with the assistance of the Electronic Resources Editorial 
Committee (EREC) HSC now has a presence in the world scene of health 
science information. 

Representatives from the HSC participants of MIAIMS, including School 
of Medicine, Sinclair School of Nursing, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Hospitals & Clinics, Health Sciences Library, and School of Health Related 
Professions, participate on the EREC, chaired by E. Diane Johnson (see 
Liveware article on this page). The group meets twice a month to plan how 
information from each of these areas can be placed on the Web to ensure 
ease of use and timeliness. Links for the index pages of the HSC constitu
ents are carefully chosen for reliability and relevancy. New information and 
links are added weekly and changes are made as the committee streamlines 
the presentation and adds creative nuances. 
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Liveware Highlight 
E. Diane Johnson, MA 

Diane has been with the Health Sciences 
Library as a librarian for 15 years. She is 
active on several committees, including the 
Case Review Committee, School of Medi
cine; Campus Client/Server Task Force; 
New Technologies Committee for the 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
Midcontinent Region; and the chair of the 
Education Committee, Midcontinental 
Chapter of MLA. During the MIAIMS 
planning activities, Diane served on the 
Patient Care Subcommittee of the Planning 
Committee and is now serving on the 
MIAIMS Steering Committee, and chairs the 
Electronic Resources Editorial Committee. 

Diane is especially interested in ways to 
provide links between traditional "library" 
resources and databases and patient care 
databases. "One of the main tenets of 
IAIMS is that information is information, 
regardless of whether it is found in a patient 
chart or in a journal article," says Diane. 

The Electronic Resources Editorial Commit
tee, chaired by Diane, is responsible for 
organizing information from the Health 
Sciences Center for placement on the World 
Wide Web. She shares, with the rest of the 
library information services staff, a commit
ment to providing enhanced subject access 
to information sources on the Internet. 

"Trying to find something on the Web is 
akin to trying to find a plumber in the white 
pages of a phone book," says Diane."The 
task of matching people and their informa
tion needs with appropriate resources is the 
challenge of the World Wide Web. 

Diane does not monopolize the spotlight. 
She gives recognition and kudos to everyone 
on the EREC and to the librarians who are 
committed to providing access to valuable 
resources. 



MIAIMS Progress Notes 

The Steering Committee met March 29. The July site visit agenda was discussed. Evan Boote provided a demonstration of 
the Missouri Image Data Archive System (MIDAS) which scans and transmits X-ray images to 5 work stations within our 
institution. David Witten II demonstrated the Health Sciences Programs World Wide Web, showing links to the School of 
Medicine, School of Nursing, College of Veterinary Medicine, Health Sciences Library, and several departments within these 
schools. 

The Policy Committee met April 4th. Members made suggestions for the site visit agenda. This committee also viewed a 
demonstration of the Health Sciences Programs Web site. Associate Deans of the School of Medicine, School of Nursing, 
and College of Veterinary Medicine will attend an administrative session during the Educational Technology Partnership 
work session in Bethesda in May. Reports on ongoing MIAIMS activities were heard. 

E-mail 

The E-mail Subcommittee of the health sciences network managers has received input on their draft proposal to improve the 
e-mail system. The subcommittee will now create an executive summary and finalize the proposal. Michael Frankenberger, 
the Hospitals & Clinics Chief Information Officer, committed resources to hire one of the two proposed central staff to 
manage e-mail for the health sciences. The School of Medicine will provide the second position. The plan has been submit
ted to the campus e-mail committee. 

Educational Technology Partnership 

A team of 14 health sciences faculty participated in a hands-on work session at the National Library of Medicine to explore 
the use oflntemet-based technology and curriculum needs. The group learned about the resources available from NLM's 
Learning Center. Future work includes creating instructional pilot projects using these resources. 

Evaluation Team 

An Evaluation Team, chaired by Andrew Balas, MD, met for the first time April 13 to initiate the extended task of evaluating 
the MIAIMS projects. The MIAIMS projects involve patient care, research, administration, and education environments and 
create a challenge for designing evaluation tools for each. 

Surf Parties 

The Surf Party to highlight the Software of the Month and the concept of surfing the Internet was held April 5. Passersby 
were attracted to the World Wide Web demonstration in the Atrium outside the Health Sciences Library. A computer remains 
available at the Information Desk of the Health Sciences Library for patrons to explore WWW and other software packages 
as they become available. 

The College of Veterinary Medicine held a Surf Party April 19. Two presentations on Web use and search methods were 
made in an auditorium setting using overhead projection of the Web pages. Three computers in the computer lab were set up 
for hands-on experience with the Web. 

While not set up as a Surf Party, the HSC Web was demonstrated to some state legislators and their staff during Association 
of Students of University of Missouri's lobby day. Senator Wayne Goode generously provided his office as the demonstra
tion site. 

Site Visit 

The IAIMS Implementation grant proposal was submitted to National Library of Medicine on March 1. As part of the 
evaluation of that proposal a site visit will be conducted of the Health Sciences Programs July 13-14. Representatives from 
NLM and other IAIMS sites will evaluate participants' knowledge of the project, commitment , and the cooperative process 
for implementing the MIAIMS project. Members of the Policy Committee, Steering Committee, and other MIAIMS commit
tees and teams will meet with the site reviewers. 

A practice site visit is scheduled for June 21 . The site review team will include two ouside experts. Dr. Mitchell will hold a 
series of small breakfast work sessions to help participants prepare scripts, demonstrations, and responses to questions the 
review team might ask. 
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HSCWWW continued from front page 

Another area of MIAIMS focus has recently entered the WWW 
activity. Consumer health information resources are being explored and 
developed for Internet display. The Missouri Arthritis Rehabilitation, 
Research and Training Center (MARRTC) has joined the EREC to 
provide information and offer suggestions to enable easy access to an 
avid group of people, including health professionals, interested in 
arthritis and related conditions. Discussions are also underway with the 
Missouri Kidney Program and Missouri Department of Health. 

The WWW can become an important step toward one of the MIAIMS 
goals: to be a recognized national leader in health information systems 
management and research. MU can expand the recognition of its niche 
in areas such as rural health (Telemedicine ), arthritis knowledge and 
research (MARRTC), and informatics through its presentations on the 
Web. 

Estimates by commercial Internet providers reveal that the already 
large numbers of users, both commercial and private, are increasing 
daily. The HSC Web server has shown a dramatic increase in use since 
its inception in August 1994. 
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(Does not include images or icons) 

--9- MU + World i 
--world (not including MU) I 

o ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Aug-94 Sep-94 Oct-94 Nov-94 Dec-94 Jan-95 Feb-95 Mar-95 Apr-95 

This graph shows the average number of times the MU health sciences 
home page and its locally linked pages were accessed internationally, 
nationally, and locally. During April, 1995, the Web server transmitted 
an average of 884 documents per day. The lower curve (diamonds) 
shows accesses from outside MU, and the upper curve (squares) shows 
combined accesses from inside and outside MU. 

HSCWWW can mean recruitment of students, faculty, and external 
funding for schools and programs for all of MU, not limited to the 
health sciences. A picture is worth how many words? Check out the 
HSCWWW at the following url: http:/www.hsc.missouri.edu 
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Put Your Announcements 
on the Web 

A new feature of the Health Sciences Center 
World Wide Web page is the announcement 
section. This provides a means to bring 
educational opportunities to the attention of 
the medical community at large. If you have 
an event you would like to share, local, 
national, or international, contact the 
MIAIMS office at 884-6627 or 
miglucia@muccmail.missouri.edu. 

Software of the Month 
Featured in the J. Otto Lottes Health 

Sciences Library 

June - Health Reference Center 

Health Reference Center allows the user to 
rapidly search 150 journals on health, 
fitness, nutrition, and medicine, including . 
full text coverage of 100 of the5e titles. 
Consumer-orientated magazines, newsletter, 
and core health periodical journals are 
included along with abstrac'8 of technical 
articles written in non-techllical language. 

July- Computer Adaptive Testing 
for the NCLEX-RN 

Nursing faculty and students can learn about 
the Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) for 
the NCLEX·RN exam through this software 
package. The tutorial features a practice test 
and test~taking tips specific to CAT . . 
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Info Tours 

June 7 

June 14 

June 21 

June 28 

July 5 

July 12 

Medical Informatics Group 
Wednesday Seminar 

Seminars are scheduled at 12:40 
613 Lewis Hall 

TBA 
Yazhen Wang, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Statistics 

Reducing Error by Design 
Richard Madsen, PhD 
Professor, Statistics 

An Arthritis Listserve 
Jan Horton 

No Seminar 

AMIA Discussion 

Natural Language Processing 
Gordon Franck, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Computer Science 

July 19 TBA 

July 26 

Kay Davis, PhD, RN 
Senior Coordinator 
Clinical Support Services 
TBA 

Updates of the MIG Seminar series schedule are availible on the World 
Wide Web at 
http://www.hsc.missouri.edu/miaims/docs/migseminar.html 

Other Conferences 
BIOMED 95, Simulations in Biomedicine, June 21 - 23, 
Portsmouth, United Kingdom. The objective of this Third 
International Conference on Computers in Biomedicine is 
to bring together different scientists who work on the 
application of computers to simulate biomedical phenom
ena, as well as to develop numerical algorithms to analyze, 
manage, and visualize biomedical data. 

AMIA (American Medical Informatics Association) 1995 
Spring Congress, June 24 - 28, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The annual Spring Congress is entitled "Capturing the 
Clinical Encounter." AMIA is a professional membership 
organization for the promotion of research, development, 
education, and progress in the field of medical informatics 
in the United States. This meeting is designed to give 
participants in-depth medical informatics knowledge in 
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J. OTTO LOTTES HEAL TH SCIENCES LIBRARY 
OVID WORKSHOPS - SPRING 1995 

MEDLINE, CINAHL, & PSYCINFO 

The OVID system makes available both DOS and Windows 
versions for searching journal literature in PsycINFO, 
Medline, and Cinahl. Class enrollments are limited to 8 
persons for each workshop. Additional classes may be 
scheduled if necessary and classes may be scheduled for 
individuals or departmental groups for dates other than those 
listed. All workshops will be held in HSL 126. To reserve a 
place in any of the classes contact Stephanie Poole, HSL 212, 
or call 882-6141. 

MEDLINE - WINDOWS 

June 13 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
July 11 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 

MEDLINE - DOS 

June 14 1:30 pm - 3 :00 pm 
July 12 I :30 pm - 3:00 pm 

CINAHL (Nursing and Allied Health Database) -WINDOWS 

June 16 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
July 18 I :30 pm - 3:00 pm 

PsycINFO 

We will provide hands-on training in basics concepts of 
searching and cover unique features of the PsycINFO database. 
Unique features on this system include thePsycINFO Thesaurus 
and a variety of limits which may be applied to a topic. 

PsycINFO - WINDOWS 
June 20 I :30 pm - 3 :00 pm 

July 25 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 

PsycINFO - DOS 
June 2 I :30 pm - 3:00 am 

July 26 I :30 pm - 3:00 pm 

both formal and informal settings; the program will feature 
several paper and panel sessions; invited speaker sessions, 
and invited tutorial presentations. 

IPMI 95 XIVth International Conference on Information 
Processing in Medical Imaging, June 26 - 30, Ile de Berder, 
France. This is the 14th in the series of biennial conference 
alternatively held in Europe and in North America, focusing 
on methodology and evaluation aspects of Information 
Processing in Medical Imaging. The meeting is held in the 
style of a workshop, limited to 100 participants who make an 
active contribution by presenting papers and joining discus
sions. 
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Notes from the J. Otto Lattes Health Sciences Library 
For more information about the following call the Health Sciences Libtary Information Services at 882-6141 

Places to Go on the Internet 
These medical and health related sites feature a variety of information and resources .to explore. 

Martindale's Health Sciences Guide '95 
http://www-sci.lib.uci.edu/-martindale/HSGuide.html 

An excellent starting point for identifying health sciences Internet resources. The Guide is divided into 
eight virtual centers: medicine, veterinary medicine, dental medicine, allied health, nutrition, pharmacy, nursing, 
and public health. Each virtual center is sub-divided by subject. The Virtual Medical Center, for instance, offers 
links to over 3100 multimedia medical teaching files, manuals, modules, over 4,000 multimedia medical cases, 
textbooks; and health sciences r~lated courses. 
Alzheimer Web 
http://werple.mira.net.au/-dhs/ad.html 

Provides a resource for researchers in the field of Alzheimer's disease as well as for people who are 
interested in current research developments. It contains information on links to research laboratories, references to 
books and articles, conference schedules, and links to other sites relevant to Alzheimer's research. 

Breast Cancer Information Clearinghouse 
http://nysemet.org/bcic 

Information for breast cancer patients and their families. Topics include detection, risk factors, current 
treatments, as well as information on hotline numbers and support groups. 

Diabetes Knowledgebase 
http://www.biostat.wisc.edu/diaknow /index.htm 

Tii.e University of Wisconsin Medical School provides diabetes related information to the world commu~ 
nity in an effort to enhance the lives of individua~s with diabetes. Includes information on statistics, organizations, 
disease-related items, a newsletter, recipes, and links to diabetic associations. 

The Sleep Medicine Home Page 
http://www.cloud9.net/- thorpy/ 

Lists resources regarding all aspects of sleep including physiology, clinical medicine, research, federal and 
state information, patient information, and business-related groups. 

And on HSLNET . .. 
The Cochrane Pregnancy & Childbirth Database is now available via HSLNET. The database consists of a collec
tion of review articles and treatment recommendations in obstetric and perinatal care. It corresponds to the textbook 
Effective Care in Pregnancy and Childbirth, but is updated more frequently. One unique feature of the Cochrane 
database is that after reading a treatment recommendation, the user can view a graph plotting the results of research 
studies which led to the recommendation. To gain access to the Cochrane database, call the Health Sciences Library 
Information Services Department at 882-6141. · · 

lnfosphere 5 June/July 1995 



Notes for New Web Users 
The World Wide Web (WWW) is the universe ofnetwork
accessible information. The Web has no top - it can be entered 
and looked at from any point on the Web. 

Information in the WWW takes many forms: plain text 
documents, images, sounds, movies, and programs that 
respond to requests. Web documents are written in HyperText 
Markup Language (HTML), which means that they contain 
codes and links to other files in the Web. These links can 
appear as highlighted words or as images. 

Various tools exist to browse the Web documents: 
Graphical Web browsers such as Mosaic, Netscape, OmniWeb, 
WinWeb, Mac Web, and many more allow browsing through 
Web hyperlinks using a mouse or other pointing device to 
select the highlighted text or image. These tools also provide 
buttons, menus, or command-keys to "go back" to a previous 
document and perform other functions. 

Project Directors 
Joyce Mitchell, Assocoate Dean for Computing and Information 

Technology and Director, Medical Informatics Group 
Dean Schmidt, Director 

J. Otto Lottes Health Sciences Library 

Editorial Staff 
Linda Cooperstock 

MIAIMS Coordinator 
David M. Witten II 

MIAIMS Programmer 
Lucia D'Agostino 

MIAIMS Secretary 
Alan Arnold 

LAN Manager, Internal Medicine 
Alice Edwards 

Information Services Librarian 
J. Otto Lottes Health Sciences Library 

Infosphere is published bi-monthly to facilitate the transition to an 
electronic information enviomment and to promote computer literacy; 
supported, in part, by a grant from the National Library of Medicine 
(Grant #GOS LM 05415). Staff offices are located in HSL 328 . Phone: 
884-6627. 

For ADA accommodation, contact the MIAIMS office. 

Character-mode Web browsers such as Lynx don't 
display images and don't involve a mouse. The tab key 
or arrow keys are used to move to a highlighted link 
reference and pressing Enter or Return to follow the link. 
With character-mode browsers, it may be necessary to 
press a control-key or program function key combination 
to "go back" to a previous document or perform other 
functions . 

Most browsers provide bookmarks, or a hotlist where the 
links to frequently accessed documents, wherever they 
are in the World Wide Web, can be stored. 

Some types of Web documents require "helper" pro
grams. For example, if someone put an Excel® spread
sheet or a WordPerfect® document on the Web, you 
would need the proper software installed on your 
computer to properly display these files . 
In order to code documents for the Web, it is helpful to 
have software such as HTMLAssist or HTML Writer to 
enter the HTML codes correctly. This software, as well 
as Web browsing packages, can be obtained from 
Campus Computing free of charge. The software runs 
best on a Macintosh or a PC with Windows. 

TRENTON BOYD 
LIBRARIAN 
VET MED LIBRARY 
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