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BONNIE DALE SANSOM""

Draperies 
Choose drapery material just as carefully as you'd buy a rug or a sofa. 

Before shopping for material, check these points: 

Fabric-plain or figured 

Length-floor, sill, or apron 

Space-eover window'frame and part of glass or extend over wall space 
and leave glass free 

Type-draw or side draperies, shir\"ed or pleated 
Pleat8-7made by hand or with pleater tape 

Lining-lined or unlined 
Use-with curtains or alone, blinds or shades, valance or cornice 

a Hardware_roo., bIRraSckTets'S:kpS 
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MEASURE FIRST for rods and put up new 

hardware, or be sure the old is satisfactory 
before you start measuring for draperies. De
cide which type hooks you will use. Attach 
brackets at upper corners of window frames so 
finished drapery will cover frames. 

To insure accurate measurements, use a steel 
tape, folding ruler, or yardstick rather than a 
tape measure. Measure each window-windows 
that look the same may vary enough to make a 
difference in the amount of material needed. 

The bottom of draperies sh,ould end at some 
structural line of the window. For finished 
length of drapery, measure from top 'of rod to 
place where drapery will reach-sill, bottom of 
apron, or floor. Floor-length draperies clear the 
floor 1 inch. Add amount for heading to exten<'i 
above rod to cover hardware and window frame, 
usually 12 inch. If a valance is used over the 
rod, drapery heading does not need to extend 
above rod. For traverse rod, measure from top 
of bracket. If drapery is to hang from rings qn 
pole, measure from beneath rings or- subtract 
diameter of rings from finished length. 

* former lIBSistant proCessor, hsnne ~anagement extension 

-Measuring 

Where to measure for draperies 

casing 

frame 

sill--g;~ .,.... 
apron 

baseboard 

sill 
apron 

800r 

floor 



Draw draperies and side or stationary dra
peries 

Allow 7 inches for hems-3 Y2 inches each for 
bottom and top or heading hem. The 1'2 inch 
on each measurement is to be turned under. 
Hem allowances are the same whether draperies 
are shirred or pleated, lined or unlined. You 
may want to allow 9Y2 inches for hems and 
make the bottom hem double if draperies are 
to be laundered often. This allows for shrink
age. Allow only 1 inch at top for headings of 
the pleater tape types. 

For width of drapery, measure length of rod 
plus returns (bend of rod to wall, usually 3 
inches) plus any overlap. Where drapery lap3 
at center to shut out light about 3 inches is 
allowed. Add for desired fullness. 

There is no set amount for fullness. It de
pends on the type of drapery material and your 
preference. Draperies are more often too 
skimpy than too full. A good average is at least 
twice as much drapery as space to be covered. 
That means each finished drapery panel will be 
at least as wide as the total window space. With 
heavier materials you can use less fullness. If 
material has little body and no lining, draperies 
look better when very full. Draw draperies 

look better when closed if they have at least 
2Y2 times as much material as space. 

To find the number of widths of material 
you need, divide finished width of dr~pery by 
width of fabric you plan to use mmus the 
amount needed for side hems, seams, and any 
allowance for matching design. If the result 
gives part of a width, a full width. must be 
allowed. If it is an odd number of WIdths and 
drapery is to be in two panels, half of one width 
goes in each panel. If yo~ ~o not want .to use a 
half width, allow an addltlonal full WIdth for 
each panel. This adds to fullness of drapery. 

For example your window is 9.8 inches wide. 
Add 6 inches for returns and 3 mches for lap. 
The space is 107 inches. The finished width 
for double fullness is 214 inches. 

Use 48-inch material which finishes 45 inches. 
Divide 214 by 45. The result is 4 panels. ~5 

inches wide, with '34 inches left over. You WIll 
need 5 widths of material, 2Y2 widths for each 
panel. If you do not wish to divide one width 
use 6 full widths for fuller draperies. 

For window 36 inches wide, the space to be 
covered is 45 inches. Neither 36-inch nor 45
inch material is wide enough to use without 
piecing. Forty-eight inch material finishes 45 
inches and gives the recommended double full
ness. 'Fifty-four inch material finishes 51 inches 
and gives added fullness. Two 51-inch panels 
will give ample fullness without piecing. 

For a 42-inch window, two 54 inch widths or 
two 51-inch finished panels will give just the 
necessary double fullness. 

For a 90-inch window, two 54 inch widths 
seamed together will give 104 inches in each 
finished panel. This is over 99 inches, or more 
than the required double fullness. 

For a 54-inch window, two 36 inch widths 
seamed together give 68 inches for each finished 
panel, more than the 63 inches or double full
ness needed in each panel. 

Left: Single and 
double rods 

Center: End of 
traverse rod 

Right: Center of 
traverse rod 
showing lap 
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Side or stationary draperies cover the side of 
the window frame and may extend over the 
glass. When windows are narrow, it is better 
for draperies to extend onto wall space and not 
cover glass. Measure from edge of R"lass to end 
of rod, including the return (bend of rod to 
wall, usually 3 inches) to find the space to cover. 

TO ESTIMATE YARDAGE 
Total amount of plain fabric needed includes 

finished length of drapery plus amount for bot
tom hem and top or heading hem, mUltiplied 
by the number of cuts or lengths needed. 

Total amount of figured fabric needed in
cludes extra material for matching design. 
Measure length of one motif or design, measur
ing from the top of the design to same place at 
top of next one. This is called the pattern re
peat. Divide total length of drapery by the 
length of this pattern repeat. For example, the 
pattern repeat is 22 inches. Divide total dra
pery length by 22. If the length is 96Yz inches, 
dividing by 22 gives 4Yz. You will need 5 
repeats or complete designs for each length. If 
design must be broken, it is better to break it 
at the top of the drapery where break is hidden 
by fullness. If drapery panel is to be pieced for 
width, be sure to match design at seams. 

Measure for pattern repeat 

Table for estimating amount of plain or pat
terned material to buy for a pair of draperies for 
one 36·inch window. 

Example For Your 
Inches Drapery 

Plain fabric 
Distance from top of rod to 

floor 90 
Distance from top of rod 

for heading + % 

90Y2 
Allowance to clear floor - 1 

89% 
Amount for bottom hem 3Y2 

(for double hem, 6 inches) 
Amount for top hem + 3% 

Total length of each length 96% 
or cut 

Total amount for one pair 193 
or 

5 yards and 13 inches or 
5% yards 

Patterned fabric 
For patterned material, size 

of repeat or design 22 
Number of repeats needed 

for one drapery-divide 
total length 96% by 22 
or 4% repeats 

Number of full repeats or 
designs-5 

Total lengt,h of each cut, 
22 inches x 5 110 

Total length of pair 220 
Yardage, 220 divided by 

36 = 6 yards and 4
 
inches
 

Be sure to plan for the design in the material 
you have chosen rather than just buying a yard 
or two extra. 

Before making a final choice of a figured 
fabric, pull a thread across the width to see 
whether design is printed on true grain. If 
more than I inch off grain, you may want to 
select another design so draperies will hang well 
and clean satisfactorily. 

Lining materials come in widths suited to 
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drapery width. If lining is not wide enough, 
estimate number of strips or lengths needed for 
widths of hemmed panels. Allow Y2-inch seams 
for joining strips. Multiply length of drapery 
by number of lengths needed. For example, if 
you have four drapery panels finished 51 inche~ 

and your lining material is 36 inches wide, you 
will need I Y2 widths of lining material for each 
drapery panel or six lengths of lining fabric for 
the four drapery panels. 

Lining is shorter than the drapery. Hem is 
smaller at bottom and at top it tucks under 
drapery hem or turns under and joins drapery 
hem. If finished drapery is 90 inches, buy the 
same amount of lining fabric for each finished 
length to allow for cutting, times the number 
of widths you need. Buy extra if lining must 
be pieced. 

PREPARING MATERIAL 

Be sure your material is labeled Sanforized. 
This is important! When fabrics are marked 
preshrunk, they may shrink enough in early 
cleanings to lose their planned length. If in 
doubt and draperies are to be washed, you may 
plan for shrinkage in a double-turne01lem at 
the bottom. It is best, when not sure of mater
ial, to shrink it or have this done at the laundn 
or dry cleaners before making draperies. Thi's 
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WHAT'S NEEDED 

Fabric for drapery and lining 

Heavy duty thread to match fabric 

Large table-length of drapery-for cutting 
(floor may be used) 

Sewing machine 

Ironing board 

Iron (steam iron if you have one) 

Sharp shears 

Steel tape, folding ruler, or yardstick 

Permanent stiffening-3 inch width for top 
of each panel or pleater or shirring tape 

Needles, pins, pin cushion 
Tailor's chalk 

Weig'hts, if desired 

procedure also may be a means of straightening 
material that was folded off-grain. 

Find a place, even if on the floor, where you 
can spread out enough material for at least 
one length. Cover the floor with paper or cloth. 
Use same steel tape or yardstick you used to 
measure window or use an over-sized yardstick 
made from a 1 x 2-inch board. Measure every 
length. Mark each length carefully and fold 
the lengths, each one over the last one, before 
you cut into the fabric. This enables you to 
mark each length at the same place to mateh 
design in patterned fabric. Cut two lengths 
that face each other with right sides together to 
insure matched design. Draw a thread at each 
marked division as a guide for cutting. 

Check each length to see if the fabric has 
been stretched out of shape in the finishing 
process. If fabric needs straightening, pull each 
length on the bias at the short ends until even. 
You may need to dampen and press the fabric. 
Check lining the same way. If fabric ravels 
badly, stitch across each end with a long rna· 
chine stitch. 

Cut off selvages. If fabric frays easily, pre
pare each length as you are ready to work on it. 
If you do not remove selvages, be sure to clip 
them slightly on the slant every 2 to 3 inches to 
prevent puckering. 



SECOND STEP Construction
 
Suggested methods are given for making: 

Draw draperies-hand-sewed, lined 
Draw draperies-hand or machine-sewed, 

unlined 
Stationary or side draperies-lined or un· 

lined 
Draw draperies-machine-sewed, lined 
Draperies-with pleater tape 
Draperies with shirred headings-hand

shirred or tape shirred 

DRAW DRAPERIES - HAND·SEWED 

Prepare material as directed. Measure and 
cut lengths. Sew widths together if wider panel<; 
are needed, using Y2-inch seams. Clip selvages 
on the slant every 2 to 3 inches or make flat 
seams. Press all seams as you work and the final 
pressing will be easier. 

Side hems of I Y2 inches may be used on all 
draperies. Make hem the same on each side so 
draperies can be changed from side to side and 
window to window., This changing prolongs 
lifie of draperies. Cut off selvages or clip on 
slant every 2 to 3 inches. Use cardboard gauge 
to measure hems, then pin. Finish with catch 
stitch. End stitching 3Y2 inches from bottom 
(at hem turn) for mitered hem. 

Catch-s,titch side hems 

For bottom hem, turn up fabric 3Y2 inches 
at bottom. Pin. Turn under Y2 inch at top of 
hem, pin, and press. If you allowed for a shrink
age double hem, turn slightly less than 3 inches, 
then make a 3-inch fold. Do not miter. To miter 

corners on a regular hem, open hem at corners, 
turn hem on slant from lower corner to meet 
side hem Y2 inch from edge, making small flat 
fold inside corner at lower turn-do not cut out. 
Slip-stitch hem across panel and at miters. 

Fold material inside hem to make mitered 
corner 

Pin hem flat 

Sew mitered corner 

Sew hem by hand . . . 



OR make double shrinkage hem instead of 
mitering 

To make top or heading hem, place perma
nent stiffening at top, over drapery in overlap
ping Y2-inch seam with drapery wrong side up. 
Pin fabric to stiffening with edges fitting just to 
side hem edges-machine-stitch through middle 
of Y2-inch lap. Turn stiffening to wrong side, 
creasing drapery over edge of stiffening. Turn 
stiffening again, crease well, and pin evenly for 
heading hem. Pin or baste with long stitches I 
inch from edge. Lining will be slipped under 
hem to stitched or pinned line. Slip-stitch ends 
of hems. 

P l"a c e and 
stitch stiffen
ing at top of 
drapery 

Turn stiffen
ing to wrong 
side 

Turn hem 
again and pin 

s
 

Cut lining the same width and length as fin
ished drapery. Measure and pin Y2-inch seams 
at sides. Pin 1Y2-inch hem at bottom, using a 
gauge. Miter corners so edge of larger bottom 
hem is just over edge of smaller side hem. Ma
chine-stitch down one side, across hem, and up 
other side with long stitches, or finish by hand. 

Match lining to drapery. Spread out flat, 
wrong sides together, lining on top. Beginning
at the bottom, place hems together. Lining will 
be 1Y2 inches shorter than the drapery. Smooth 
out the lining being careful not to get it too 
tigh t. 

Spread lining on drapery 

To tack lining to drapery, even and pin cen
ter of lining at center of drapery panel, begin
ning at bottom, with hems together. Place pins 
parallel to center crease. Fold the right half 
back on left side at row of pins. Tack lining to 
drapery down the center beginning at the top. 
Pick up a few threads, alternating from drapery 
fabric to lining. Make long, loose stitches 3 or 4 
inches apart. Continue toward bottom hems 
and end with a French tack at hems. 

To make a French tack, pick up a few threads 
at top of each hem and make several strands 
about 1 inch long between them. Blanket
stitch over these strands for a firm hold between 
drapery and lining. Turn lining back on its 
right side. Place row of pins halfway between 
tacked center and side, parallel to edges., Turn 
drapery back and tack as you did' the center. 
Make a French tack. 



Tack lining at center 

'".
 

Make a French tack 

Smooth and ~n lining at drapery side hem 
covering Y2 inch, leaving 1 inch of hem free 
beyond lining. Tack other side as you did the 
first side. Make a French tack. Smooth and pin 
side hem ~s you did the first side. Slip top edge 
of lining under heading to the pinned or basted 
line 1 inch from edge of heading hem. Slip
stitch lining to position up one side, across top, 
and down other sic~. 

You may not wish to make 3 rows of tacking, 
but you should make at least one row down the 
center of each full width to keep lining in place. 
Make one row of tacking at seams if widths are 
pieced to hold the seam fiat. 

Tack sides halfway between side hem and 
center 

A ttach lining to drapery at sides 

Slip lining under hem at top 



FRENCH OR PINCH PLEATS 

French pleats or pinch pleats are one of the 
most effective ways to finish draperies and con
trol fullness. Pleat the top hem or heading of 
each panel to fit the space it is to cover-half the 
total window space. You'll usually make an 
odd number of pleats-three, five, seven, or 
nine-depending on width of panel. The fol
lowing will help you decide on the number of 
pleats for width of material: 

36-inch fabric, finished m 33-inch panel, can 
have 3 pleats 

48-inch fabric, finished m 45-inch panel, can 
have 5 pleats 

54-inch fabric, finished m 51-inch panel, can 
have 5 pleats 

1Y2 widths of 36-inch fabric, finished in 50-inch 
panel, can have 5 pleats 

1Y2 widths of 48-inch fabric, finished in 68-inch 
panel, can have 7 pleats 

2 widths of 48-inch fabric, finished in 92-inch 
'.... panel, can have 9 or more pleats 

2 widths of 54-inch fabric, finished in 104-inch 
panel, can have 9 or more pleats 

Measurements for size of pleats and spaces 
seldom come out to the exact number, but you 
can figure to the nearest Y2 inch. Any discrep
ancy in the over-all pleated width can be cor
rected by stitching pleats a bit more to one side 
or the other of the calculated stitching line. 

The table in the next column will help you figure 
out width of pleats and spaces for one drapery panel 

Example ForYour 
Inches Drapery 

Length of rod 36 
Depth of returns, bend of 

rod to wall, 3 + 3 6 
Overlap at center to shut 

out light + 3 

Total width or space to cover 45 
Total width needed for 

pair of draperies, twice 
the space 90 

Width of material to buy 
to get I panel from I 
width 

48-inch material will 
finish 45 inches 

54- inch material will 
finish 51 inches 

Best width for ample fullness 54 
Less side hems 3 

Finished width 51 
Half of space to cover 22Y2 

Fabric left for pleats 28Y2 
5 pleats in one 51-inch panel 
Fabric each pleat can have

28Y2 divided by 5 or 5.7 
inches. Allow 1 inch for 
ease, make each pleat 5Y2 
inches 

Space one panel covers 22Y2 
Total space needed at sides 

for return and lap 6 

Space between 5 pleats 16Y2 
Space between pleats-16Y2 

divided by 4 or 4Ys inches 

You will have five, 5Y2-inch pleats with four 
4Ys-inch spaces between. 

5 2
 
I ~ - I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

5V2"4Vs" 5Y2" 3" 
space 

4Vs" 
pleat space pleat space

• IJ 

for a 36·inch window. 

Measure fo?- pleats and spaces 

1 4 

I I 

3" 
space 

I 
I 

5Y2" 
pleat 

4Vs" 
space 

I 
I 

5~"• 2 
pleat 

I 
I 

I 

4Ys" 
space 

3 

1 
I 
I 

512" 
pleat 

I 

I 
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Mark pleats with pins 

Fold into single pleats 

Single pleats on right side of fabric 

Locate the first pleat 3 inches from finished 
edge of panel to fit just around bend of rod. 
Mark with pins. Place second pleat on opposite 
side 3 inches from edge. Third pleat goes in 
the exact center of panel, between first and sec
ond pleat. Locate fourth pleat between one 
and three; the fifth between two and three. 
Locate each pleat by this centering method. 
Mark half the allowance for each pleat on each 
side of its center. Mark at top and bottom of 
heading. 

Pinch pleat into 
three sections 

Fold each section of fabric into a single pleal 
half as wide as space allotted to it. Mark care· 
fully with pins on the straight of material. 
Stitch marked line for each pleat and retrace 
stitching Y2 inch at top and bottom to lock 
stitches. Divide or pinch each single pleat into 
three small pleats. Machine-stitch in place at 
lower edge of stiffening or hand-stitch as you 
prefer. 

You may make the softer French pleat by 
hand. Divide the large pleat into three small 
ones, then run the thread through the three 
folds, pulling them into a tightly gathered nest 
of pleats and tack firmly. Tack small pleats OIl 

either side of seam at top to hold pleat out. 
You may use the milliner's stitch that doesn't 

show on top. Start at the bottom of the stiffen
ing at the back of drapery. Hide knot on inside 
pleat and bring needle to stitching line. Take 
stitches diagonally through all folds, back and 
forth almost to front of pleats, then repeat diag. 
onal stitch to back. Fasten thread on wrong side 
t)f drapery. 

Soft French pleat 
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The centering method of loc<!ting pleats 
works for three, five, and nine pleats. For seven
teen pleats follow the same method. Make nine 
pleats, then make a pleat in each division. 

For seven pleats make pleat one, two, and 
three the same way. Then divide the space be
tween one and three and two and three into 
three equal spaces for two pleats each. You can 
do this quickly by cutting a length of paper to 
fit the space. Fold paper in three equal divi
sions, the two folds mark the space for pleats 
fC!ur, five, six, and seven. 

For thirteen pleats follow the method used 
for seven pleats-make five pleats then make 
two pleats in each space. 

Keep all seams where panels are pieced under 
folds-don't let seam come to top of pleats. You 
can move a pleat over a. bit if seam is in the 
middle of the pleat. 

Other types of pleats that may be used are
box, cartridge, and pipe organ, or variations of 
these that may meet special requirements of the 
rod being used, 

If using traverse rods, attach hooks to dra
pery. Measure from top of bracket to hole 
where first hook is placed. Measure draperies, 
tob. Distance from top of drapery to curve on 
each hook must equal distance from top of 
bracket to hole in rod. This accurate measure
ment will hide the rod and the window frame. 
Put one hook at each pleat and one at each edge 
of drapery. Pin or sew hooks in a straight line 
so drapery won't sag. To make draperies over
lap at center, fasten hook at edge to hole at rod 
lap. Adjust according to manufacturer's direc
tions. 

THIRD STEP 

VV" EIGHTS HELP draperies hang in straight 
graceful folds. The weights do not show 

and are easily removed for cleaning. You can 
pin or sew two three-cornered weights through 
the bottom hem, one near each outer edge, 
under lining hem. Or cover round weights I 
inch in diameter or 1 inch square weights with 
lining fabric and sew to lining hem. Use more 
weights if needed. 

Box pleats 

Cartridge 
pleats 

Pipe organ 
pleats 

Finishing and Hanging 
For sheer fabrics use weighted tape. Buy it 

by the yard and put it in the hem. Weighted 
tape is washable and need not be removed for 
cleaning or laundering. It is available in differ
ent weights. Double or triple hems may serve 
as weights for sheer fabrics. 

Fasten outer edge of drapery so it won't draw 
away from the wall. Sew a ring to the upper 
outer corner of the drapery to slip into a cup 
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Three-cornered and covered round weights 

hook screwed into the window frame. If there's 
a place to fasten a cup hook near bottom of win· 
dow frame, sew another ring on side of drapery 
near the bottom. You need rings at other cor
ners when you change draperies from side to 
side. 

To shape or set pleats, fold entire length of 
drapery accordion fashion. Even folds, smooth, 
and press by hand. Tie tapes around pleats, one 
tape about every 2 feet. Leave pleats tied a few 
h,.ours to establish graceful unpressed folds. 

Hang draperies according to type of hooks 
and rods used. 

OTHER DRAPERY TYPES 

Draw draperies, hand or 
machine-sewed, unlined 

Follow directions beginning on page 3, but 
leave out lining. Finish by hand or by machine. 

Stationary or side draperies, lined or unlined 
Follow directions beginning on page 3. Line 

or not as desired. Pleat draperies for the space 
they are to cover, following directions for locat
ing and centering pleats. 

Draw draperies, machine-sewed, lined 
Make general preparations as previously de

scribed. Measure and cut as directed, but adrl 
4 inches-3 Y2 inche~ for hem at bottom and 
Y2 inch for seam at top. 

Cut lining 4 inches narrower than drapery 
width and 3 inches shorter than drapery length. 
Trim off selvages of both drapery and lining 
fabric or clip selvages every 2 to 3 inches. 

Make drapery hem 3 inches deep as suggested 
for pleated draperies, turning under Y2 inch. 
You may machine-stitch hem, but a hem usually 
looks better when hand-stitched. Machine-stitch 
a 1Y2-inch hem at bottom of lining. Use a long 
stitch to prevent puckering. 

Sew lining to drapery with right sides to
gether. Pin edges together on one side, begin
ning at the bottom. Be sure hems are even at 
top. Lining will be 1Y2 inches shorter than 
drapery at the bottom. Pin edges together at 
other side the same way. Machine-stitch, begin
ning at the bottom. Since drapery is wider it 
will extend beyond the lining leaving a I-inch 
hem at each side. If you have cut off selvages, 
pink the edges to prevent raveling. Do not open 
seams, but press seams of both lining and dra
pery over on drapery. 

Sew lining to drapery fabric 

clipI wrong ,ide of lining 
I 
I 
I 

side hems 

sriffemng 
~ - 1-------- -------.---_.. -I Ilit: I 

I 

I I 
I f 
I I 
I t 
I I 
I , 
I I 
I I 
I I 

..-=::' c=:..... 

Sew stiffening to wrong side 

For the heading, center lining on drapery 
and pin edges together at the top. Pin perma
nent stiffening material at top on drapery side, 
a few threads from side edges. Stitch across the 
top slightly less than Y2 inch from edge. If ~ 
full Y2 inch is used, some 10s5 occurs in turning. 
You have a tube like a pillowcase. Turn right 
side out with lining on top. Smooth and pin 
flat ~nd even. 

Lining may be fastened rather than stitched 
to drapery .. Pin I-inch side hems in place start
ing at the top. Miter corners at bottom turning 
drapery on slant from lining edge to drapery 
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edge. Slip-stitch mitered corners ~ith bottom 
hems even. Pin lining to drapery at center 
starting at the bottom. Tack at center between 
folds from top to bottom with long loose stitches. 
Make a French tack to hold top of lining hem to 
top of drapery hem, as suggested for pleated 
drapery, on pages 8 and 9. Slip-stitch lining to 
drapery at sides. 

Mark and make an odd number of pleats 
using the centering method described on page 
11. Press as needed to set pleats. Attach hooks. 

Draperies with pleater tape 
1. Double material with stitched pockets 
2. Stiffened tape with woven-in .pockets 
3. Tape with insertion-like slots or openings 
These draperies may be draw or stationary, 

lined or unlined. 

Double material with stitched pockets 

1"11111.111 I 

Tape with insertion-like slots 

The first two types are used with four· 
pronged, lock-type pleaters; the third is useJ 
with <;urtain -rod through slots. 
~or draperies with' pleater tape of double 

material with s~tched pockets, prepare mater
ial, measure, and ctit as directed for pleated 
draperies. Add 3Y2 inches to finished-length for 
bottom hem but only 1 inch at top for attaching 
tape. 

Mark center of drapery at top. Locate center 
of pleater tape at a space between pockets so a 
four-pronged hook makes a center pleat. If a 
pocket is at center, pleat won't be at center: 
With centers even, pin strip of tape along top 
on right side of ldrapery in a Y2-inch lapped 
seam. Extend tape Y2 inch at ends to turn 
under. Be sure tape ends are at same place on 
each side for evert' pleating. Stitch across top of 
tape. 

.Fold tape over to wrong side with Y2 inch of 
drapery extending above tape. Smooth and pin 
evenly. Turn under ends of tape at each side 
for neat edges that ~on't show on right side. 
Turn under raw edge Y2 inch at bottom of tape. 
Pin and stitch. Slip-stitch ends. If lining is de
sired, make and attach as directed for pleated 
draperies, slipring top edge of lining under 
turned edge 0 pleater tape before stitching. 

Beginning at center of pleater tape heading, 
insert four-pronged lock-type pleaters into four 
pockets, two on each side for center or number 
one pleat. Count pockets and spaces, using cen
tering system to make divisions for an odd 
number of pleats. Make pleats two and three 
as close as possible to the 3-inch space for rod 
returns at sides. As pleats' are completed, lock 
pleaters in place for close-fitting, soft pleats. 
Pleaters can be removed' for easy cleaning or 
laundering of draperies. Fold into position 
accordion:~fashion' to set· pleats... Finish and 
hang. 

Some pleater tape uses a stiffened' tape with 
woven-in pocket~. Follow directions for pre
ceding method .. Center tape carefully so two 
pockets for four-pronged hook will be on each 
side of cen ter. 

For draperies with pleater tape slots or open
ings, follow directions for stitched pockets. 
Locate center of group of slots at center of 
drapery and end slots at the same place at sides 
for even pleating and spacing at ends. 

Draperies with shirred headings 

HAND-SHIRRED HEADING-follow directions for 
making pleated draperies, but make top head
ing hem without stiffening. Line or not as you 
prefer. 

For shirring, machine-stitch heading hem and 
stitch again o/s inch from first stitching line for 
a casing. Make another line of stitching Y2 inch 
away, then stitch % inch away for second casing. 
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Stitching lines for shirred heading 
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Draw strings for fullness 

Stitch Y2 inch again, then stitch % inch away for 
third casing. Be sure you have three, %-inch 
casings, 1'2 inch apart, leaving 1VB inches at top. 

.. Make soft shirring cords of unbleached mus
lin or use cable cording. Tie knot in one end 
and run through casings. Run all cords through. 
then pull all three at the same time through 
casings. Adjust fullness to fit the space dra-

To store draperies) 
shape or set pleats as 
suggested on page 13. 
Fold to fit box and place 
wads of crumpled tissue 
at folds to prevent 
creases. 

peries are to cover. One inch from each end on 
the wrong side, stitch shirring cords in place so 
they don't show, then cut off ends. Attach hook'S 
for rods you are using. 

SHIRRING-TAPE HEADING-four-cord or two
cord tape. Follow directions for making pleated 
draperies but do not include allowance for top 
or heading hem. Add 1 inch to finished length 
for attaching tape. Then follow directions that 
come with tape, or follow this method: 

Pin strip of tape on right side of drapery in 
a Y2-inch lapped seam extending tape Y2 inch 
at ends to turn under. Stitch. Fold tape to 
wrong side with 12 inch of drapery extending 
above tape. Smooth and pin lower edge of tape 
to drapery. Pull cords to top at Y2-inch allow
ance and knot them. Turn under ends of tape 
and slip-stitch to side hems, securing cords. 
Stitch bottom edge of tape. 

Stitch tape just above and below each of fom 
woven-in cords. Line draperY'if you wish. Slip 
top of lining under tape before stitching at 
bottom of tape. When ready to hang, pull in
serted cords to allow shirred heading to fit space 
it will cover. Tie cords and pin back so they 
don't show. Cords may be released, when dra
pery is taken down to be cleaned. Hang accord
ing to type of hooks and rods used. Four-cord 
tape makes shirred heading. Two-cord tape 
gives effect of tiny cartridges. 
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Fixtures
 
Ch90se well-made fixtures, the 'correct size 

for the weight of the dr'aperles. Buy good hard
ware, the ·kind that becomes·.the backbone of 
the treatm~nt. Ornate hardware detracts atten
tion frOpl some draperies. You can buy fixtures 
for any type of treatment you wish-to work out. 

Rods with brackets thOlt screw into position 
are usually most satisfactory. Install fixtures be
fore. measuring for draperies and be sure fix
tures will allow treatment to cover window 
frame completely. 

If extensions are used to seemingly widen 
windows, attach firmly. If 'extensions are part 
of fixtures, they must be sturdy enough to hold 
heavy material. When attaching fixtures to plas· 
tered walls, use screws that won't break plaster. 

The fixtures shown are 
1. Traverse rods for draw draperies 
2. Plain enameled rods for stationary draperies 
3. Plain metal rods for stationary draperies 
4. Flexible ('J-beam"rod for special treatments 
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