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University Extension 
and Your Beef Cow/Calf Operation 

Ie beef cow/calf herd is vital to agriculture. It 
converts unmerchantable resources - grass, roughages 
and byproducts - into an edible, marketable product: 
beef. 

It's common to read reports from world population 
and food conferences predicring humans will have to give 
up eating meat and get theit ptotein from grain. But there 
are two big reasons why the cattle industry is certain to 
thrive long inro the future. 

The first reason is an economic one. Millions of acres 
around the globe are too arid or rocky to grow anything 
but grass or trees. Ruminants like cattle, goats and sheep 
areHhe only animals that convert the grass into a cash 
product, or more importantly, an edible product. 

This brings up the second big reason: as soon as 
humans rise above a subsistence income level, most of 
them want meat in their diet. Although some nations and 
pockets of people lag economically, the world standard of 
living, in general, is improving. For many, the center of a 
meal is meat. 

It's not time to start singing the blues for the beef cow 
or to refer to the cow producer as a vanishing breed. Bur 
times are changing fast, and beef cow/calf producers must 
take advantage of the educational tools and technology 
available to make their operations more productive and 
efficient. The romantic images of John Wayne, Gary 
Cooper and Roy Rogers riding in from the range at sunset 
to the strains of the Sons of the Pioneers do not reflect the 
cattle industry today. Today's cow/calf operation is a busi, 
ness. Its objective is to put meat on the table at a price 
most people can pay but still high enough for the beef 
producer to make a decent living and remain competitive. 

The beef cow doesn't allow much profit margin. In 
fact, she'll lose a buck as easily as she'll make one for the 
novice - and sometimes even for experienced cattlemen. 

This Beef Cow/Calf Series (MU publication CBlO) 
brings together the best information the University of 
Missouri has ro help cow/calf herd owners save money and 
improve their profit margins. In addition to this introduc, 
tion, the series includes these MU publications: M148, 

Developing a productive and profitable beef herd requires a 
basic understanding of genetics, reproduction, nutrition, 
health, marketing and finance. 

Breeding and Genetics; M149, Reproduction; MISO, Herd 
Health Maintenance; MI5I, Nutrition; M152, Forage and 
Hay Management; M153, Marketing and Finance; and 
M154, Equipment and Livestock Handling. 

What this series offers 
The series contains many ways to improve the pro

ductivity and profitability of the beef cow/calf herd. The 
purpose of this series is not to maximize animal and forage 
production but to optimize them. It isn't practical to lay 
down hard-and,fast management rules for all producers. 
Instead, this series will help cow/calf producers understand 
fundamentals of beef production and management and 
thereby carefully evaluate how these management strate
gies fit their operation. It will also help producers set real
istic profit goals. 

Breeding and Genetics, M148, builds the founda
tion for any productive and profitable cow herd. It discusses 
ways to boosr herd performance by improving your herd's 
genetics. It provides tips on selecting high'quality breeding 
stock using such tools as Expected Progeny Differences 
(EPDs) and other performance evaluation guidelines. 

Reproduction, M149, begins by explaining the basic 
reproductive anatomy and function of the bovine and 
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Missouri has 2 million beef cows and ranks second in the nation. This map shows the 
distribution of beef cows within the state by counties. 
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Forage Management, MIS2, 
will help you match a forage 
speCies and management plan to 
the needs of your operation. It also 
explains a problem that is a big 
challenge for many Missouri cattle 
producers: fescue toxicosis. If yOll 
are looking for an alternative to 

fescue, this publication has a long 
list of forages adapted to Missouri 
and discusses ways to renovate your 
pasture. Other topics include pas
ture grazing and hay harvest and 
storage. A forage calendar provides 
a month-to-month synopsis of 
alfalfa management. You will 81so 
learn of recent advancements in 
hay storage and protection. 

Finances and Marketing, 
MIS3, is some of the most impor
tant reading in this manual. A cat
tle operation will stiLI lose money 
on poor marketing and money 

then leads you into topics such as artificial insemination management decisions despite proper breeding, health and 
and estrous synchronization - techniques that will help forage management programs. Bad luck with pnces and 
your herd reo-ch its genetic potential. weather certainly figure in the marketing realm, but there 

Herd Health, M150, helps you identify and prevent are precautions sharp cattle producers take to keep such 
va rious reproductive diseases and othet ailments that damage ro a minimum. 

\ affect cattle in Missouri. At the end of the publication, Beginners would do well to study this chapter thor
you will find a handy checklist of procedures that will oughly, and experienced cattle producers will also find 
help prevent the common illnesses in your cattle herd. information tbat will help them turn a profit. 

Nutrition, MISI, explains the nutritional needs of Equipment and Livestock Handling, MIS4, covers 
the cow, calf and bull. The publication will help you fot the mechanical side of cow/calf production. It includes 
mulate your own rations using feed composition tables, sketches of state-of-the-art working facilities that will ease 
The senion also analyzes protein supplements, vitamins cattle handling. Effective, low-cost handling equipment is 
and minerals. needed to properly manage a beef cow/calf operation. 

Ordering the Beef Cow/Calf Series 
NamePublications in the Beef Cow/Calf seties may be ordered individually
 

or as a packaged, seven-part series. The COSt is $12.50 for the series
 
(CBlO) Individual publications cost $3 each. To order individual
 Street Address 
titles, please print the titles and publication numbers (MP148 
MP154) on a separate sheet of paper. Enclose your check for the cost City State ZIP 
of publications plus 6.975% Mo. sales tax and $1 handling fee/order. 

o Please send me the MU Beef Cow/Calf Series, CBIO Daytime telephone 

CBI0 $12.50
 
Sales tax (6,975%) .87
 Send your check, made payable EO the 

Handling fee 1.00 University of Missouri, to: 
Extension Publications, 2800 Maguire Blvd., Total $14.37 
University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211 

• Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work Acts of May 8 and June 30,~University 1914 in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. Ronald J. 
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