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Citizens occasionally encounter mammal problems that require live- trapping. With proper 
equipment, most of these problems can be readily solved. Do you have a raccoon in the attic, 
skunk under the house, or squirrel in the wall? If so, this leaflet can help you. It provides 
information on capturing problem mammals with cage-type live traps. 

Live traps are not a solution to all animal problems. They are most effective when removal of 
a small number of animals provides an immediate solution. 

Barriers, repellents, fencing, scare tactics and other techniques are more effective when 
dealing with large numbers of animals or highly prolific species. Consider these options 
first, because they may provide permanent remedies. Live traps do not because trapping 
may have to be continued for a long time. 

Many styles and sizes of traps are available, designed for different animals. Catalog 
descriptions such as "raccoon size," or "squirrel size" are useful when ordering. Trap 
suppliers (see listing) also can assist in selecting the model best suited for your needs. 
Single-door traps are recommended because two-door de- signs allow easier escape. 
Sometimes live traps can be rented at equipment rental companies or borrowed from 
neighbors or the Department of Conservation. The Department of Conservation also has 
plans for building live traps. 

You should familiarize yourself with correct setting techniques after obtaining the proper trap. 
Usually this is done by raising the door and engaging the trigger. Be certain door and trigger 
mechanisms operate smoothly. 

Effective baits vary with species. Table 1 is a partial listing of suitable baits. In most traps, 
baits should be located between the triggering pan and rear of the trap. 

Proper trap location is important and will lead to a speedy capture. Locate the trap in an area 
frequented by the problem animal. For example, if raccoons are in the attic, check for muddy 
tracks or toenail marks on downspouts, porch columns and trees overhanging the house. Place 
the trap near such an area. In this case, the best location might be near an overhanging tree that 
provides the animal access to the roof, or even on the porch. If animals are raiding gardens, 
trash, or stored feeds, place the trap near the problem area.  
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An animal that has burrowed under a house should be trapped at the point of entry, preferably 
upwind. Specially designed skunk traps with solid metal construction to minimize spraying are 
available (see listing). After an animal has been captured, be certain to refill the burrow to 
prevent occupation by another animal. 

Squirrels are easily captured by placing a trap near their activity areas. If squirrels have entered 
a house, it may be advisable to repair entrance sites, then trap squirrels remaining inside and 
transport them to another location. If rabbits or groundhogs are pilfering from your garden, 
place a trap at the affected area or point of entry into the garden. 

When a problem animal is caught, it should be disposed of in accordance with instructions 
from your conservation agent. If you have other questions concerning wildlife problems, 
contact a conservation agent or your nearest Department of Conservation office. 

Table 1. Baits for live-trapping. 
Animal Suggested bait 

Raccoon Canned fish (packed in oil)1; 
Fish-based catfood1; 
50-50 mixture of peanut 
& butter and honey or molasses 

Skunk Canned fish (packed in oil)1; 
Fish-based catfood1 

Opossum Canned fish (packed in oil)1; 
Fish-based catfood1 

Squirrel Peanut butter; 
Whole or halved nut meats 

Rabbit Green produce; Apple; 
(No bait may be needed in some situations) 

Groundhog Green produce; Apple slices 
1If cats become a problem, switch to a peanut butter and honey mixture bait.  

 

Live trap suppliers 
Woodstream Corporation, Lititz, PA 17543, (717) 626-2125. 
Tomahawk Live Trap Corporation, P.O. Box 323, Tomahawk, WI 54487, (715) 453-3550. 
Ozark Live Traps, Star Route Box 84, Mountain View, MO, (417) 932-4734. 
Meyer Brand Products, Box 153, Garrison, IA 52239, (319) 477-5041. 
Magee Natural Products, Eolia, MO 63344, (573) 485-2400. 
Stendal Products (skunk trap), 986 East Laurel Road, Bellingham, WA 98226, (206) 
398-2353. 
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Missouri Wildlife Code Rule — 3CSR10-4.130 
Owner May Protect Property. Subject to federal regulations governing the protection of 
property from migratory birds, any wildlife except deer which beyond reasonable doubt is 
damaging property may be captured or killed by the owner of the property being damaged, or 
by his agent, at any time and without permit, but only by shooting or trapping except by 
written authorization of the director. Wildlife may be so controlled only on the owner's 
property to prevent further damage. Wildlife so captured or killed may not be used, 
transported, sold or given away but must be reported to an agent of the commission within 
twenty-four (24) hours and disposed of in accordance with his instructions. Deer that are 
causing damage may be killed only with the permission of an agent of the commission and by 
methods authorized by him. 
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