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Missouri's Annital Honor Awards 

Six awards of a bronze medallion were made by the School of Journalism 
of the University of Missouri in 1939. Five of the awards were made on May 
11, during the Thirtieth Annual J ournalism W eek, and the sixth preceding the 
University commencement exercises on June 3. Pictures of those r eceiving the 
awards and the addresses delivered at the ceremonies will be found on the fol
lowing pages. 





THE JOURNALIST'S CREED 

By w ALTER WILLIAMS 

I believe in the profession of journalism. 

I believe that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected 
with it are, to the full measure of their responsibility, trustees for the 
public; that acceptance of lesser service than the public service is betrayal 
of this trust. 

I believe that clear thinking and clear statement, accuracy and fair
ness, are fundamental to good journalism. 

I believe that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart 
to be true. 

I believe that suppression of the news, for any consideration other 
than the welfare of society, is indefensible. 

I believe that no one should write as a journalist what he would not 
say as a gentleman; that bribery by one's own pocketbook is as much to be 

avoided as bribery by the pocketbook of another; that individual respon
sibility may not be escaped by pleading another's instructions or another's 
dividends. 

I believe that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike 
serve the best interest of r eaders; that a single standard of helpful truth 

and cleanness should prevail for all; that the supreme test of good journal
ism is the measure of its public service. 

I believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserves 
success-fears God and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by 
pride of opinion or greed of power, constructive, tolerant but never care

less, self-controlled, patient, always respectful of its readers but always 
unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal 

of privilege or the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance, 
and, as far as law and honest wage and recognition of human brotherhood 
can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely 
promoting international good will and cementing world comradeship; is a 

journalism of humanity, of and for today's world. 
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"FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN JOURNALISM" 

Missouri's Honor A wards 

Th e School of J ournalism of the University of Missouri presented 
five bronze medallions to two newspapers and three men as part of its 
thirtieth annual Journalism W eek exercises in May, 1939. 'I'his tenth an
nual medal ceremony took p lace in th e auditorium of Jay H. Neff Hall 
on the afternoon of }fay 11. 

Th e newspapers honored " ·ere The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Ken
tu cky, r epresented by Barry Bingham, a nd The 'I'imes of I ndia, Bombay, 
India, r epresented by P ercy Bullen, veteran British newspaper corre
spon dent in America. Individuals who r eceived awards were H. J . Blan
ton, editor and publisher of The Monroe County Appeal, Paris, Missouri, 
Wallace Crossley, publisher of The Star -J ournal, Warrensburg, Missouri, 
and Raymond P. Brandt, alumnus of the School of J ournalism who is chief 
of the Washington, D. C., bureau of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Dean Frank L . Martin, presiding at the cer emony, explained the Mis
souri plan for J ournalism awards : 

'' Today we make the tenth award of Medals from the School of 
J ournalism of the University of Missouri. Each year this award goes t o 
newspapers or periodicals, or to editors or publishers, or to persons other
wise engaged in the practice of this profession. The medals are awarded 
for distinguished service. 

"We do not r estrict these recognitions to any particular form of 
journalistic ser vice, nor to any designated number of awards. A com
mittee of the journalism faculty selects a list of candidates from their own 
survey, and from nominations made from within and from without the 
University. 

"Nominations by this special committee are submitted to the jour
nalism faculty. The approved list is then submitted to the Board of Cu
rators. Awards are made to those only who, upon invitation, are present 
to r eceive them, or when officially r epresented. 

' ' These awards are not given for particular instances of journalistic 
brilliance. They are long-view awards given for distinguished journal
istic ca1·eers, either of newspapers or of men. 

''An old tradition in newspaper work is that no n ewspaper or news
paper man can live upon the r eputation of one day's exceptional work 
or the reputation of one 'scoop.' The highest duty of an editor is to make 
the important but unsensational commonplaces of the world interesting, 
to make righteousness, perhaps, readable. 
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''American journalism has aroused civic consciousness, inspired and 
guided city planning, developed parks and playgrounds, pointed the way 
in agriculture, fostered education, exposed medical frauds, united efforts 
for scientific charity, revealed and brought to trial public enemies, and 
aroused wider interest in literature and art. 

"Newspapers present to their readers also the broader chronicle of 
foreign news. They present also the deeper historic realities that lie under
neath front page headlines and radio bulletins of both fore ign and do
mestic news. 

"It is this kind of steadfast, consistent, day after day, high quality 
of career that the Missouri J ournalism Awards seek to recognize. 

''I shall now r ead the citations: 

T HE CouRIER-J ouRN AL 

"To the Courier-Journal of Louisville, Kentucky: For 113 years 
of able journalism; for brilliantly colorful and epigramatic editorial com
ment; for consistently meeting news conditions with successful adaptation; 
for contributin g to the business growth and both the municipal and rural 
development of its area by discerning and articulate leadership ; for in
dependent and intelligent emphasis upon 1iews coverage in its later years, 
and for recent progressive development of, and leadership in , graphic and 
pictorial journalism.'' 

Mr. Barry Bingham, president and publisher of the Courier-Journal, 
came to the stage, accepted the award, and responded as follows: 

MR. BARRY BINGHAM 

"It is a happy thing for me to be able to accept this citation from the 
School of Journalism of the University of Missouri. I a\11 still n~w in the 
job of publishing a newspaper, in fact, I still have to refer to myself as a 
cub publisher, and this signal recognition of the Courier-Journal is the 
most inspiring thing that has happened to me since I fell heir to the pub
lishing job in Louisville. 

''To have such an honor come to our paper from the State of Missouri 
is particularly pleasant. There are many connections between Missouri 
and Kentucky. A large number of Kentuckians pushed on out to this 
State in the pioneer days, and there are still manifold family connections 
between the people of the two States. 

"A few years ago, Kentucky undertook to hold a homecoming celebra
tion for ex-Kentuckians and their descendants, and when the plans were 
announced a flood of inquiries came in from former Kentuckians and their 
descendants all over the country. It was significant that more inquiries 
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came from Missouri than any other State, and the last names signed to 
nearly all the letters were the familiar family names that we meet in Ken
tucky every day. 

"It is tremendously gratifying, too, to receive such recognition from 
a school of journalism which is really representing the highest ideals of 
the journalistic profession. I say that in all earnestness, and not in flat
tery. I think there is inclined to be too much flattery and too much mu
tual praise when newspaper people get together. 

"Every man is likely to have a healthy respect for his trade and a 
strong sense of its importance, and that is certainly a good thing. Jour
nalists, however, and particularly publishers, usually go a good many 
steps beyond the pickle manufacturers and the organizations of master 
barbers and all the other trade groups in spreading the gospel of their 
own importance in the scheme of things. 

''Whenever newspaper publishers meet in any numbers, we get pro
nouncements concerning the high ideals of their craft, the need fo 1· 
keeping the flame of public service ever burning and the presses ever grind
ing, and particularly we hear the oft-repeated battle cry ''freedom of the 
press." There has been a tendency on the part of American publishers 
to appropriate that part of the Bill of Rights which guarantees freedom 
of the press to themselves as their own precious possession, and th ere is 
a corresponding fear on their part that somebody is going to try to take 
that possession away from them. 

"If freedom of the press were really the exclusive possession of a 
small group of men who own newspapers, there is every likelihood that it 
would be taken away from them in short order. But th e truth is that 
freedom of the press is a possession of the American public at large, and 
not of any small group. 

'' Th!J far-sighted patriots who drew up the Bill of Rights had no 
idea of granting a special privilege to one class, to use as they saw fit. 
Their idea was to guarantee to the people at large that they would have the 
right to read publications that were not controlled and censored by any 
agency whatsoever, as the press of Germany and Italy and Russia is con
trolled and censored today. 

"Freedom of the press, then, was guaranteed in the spirit of equ:tl 
rights to all and special privilege to none. Instead of giving the pub
lisher s of America an exclusive possession in press freedom, the authors 
of the Bill of Rights actually placed on the publishers a special responsi
bility, to provide the country with a free press. The right to a free press 
belongs to the people of America, not to the publishers of America. There 
are other methods besides government censorship to produce a controlled, 
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censored press, methods that some newspapers themselves have been willing 
to adopt. 

''Americans who r ead distorted news stories, biased reports and un
fair presentation of daily happenings in their newspapers are being de
nied their constitutional right to a free press, for such a press cannot 
be free, regardless of where the control lies. Such papers are fortunately 
few, but their readers have a right to assail them for denying them a 
privilege guaranteed to them in the constitution. 

"Nothing could be more injurious to American democracy, heaven 
knows, than a press controlled by the government. But the government 
could control the press only if the people of the United States willed it, 
and they will never will such a thing unless they feel that the press has 
already sacrificed its freedom by its own dereliction of duty. In other 
words, if the American people should ever become convinced that their 
press was actually controlled by forces within itself, they would probably 
take the logical step and transfer control of the press to the government. 

"If they thought they were being denied their right to a free press 
by the special interests of the newspaper publishers themselves, it would 
be only natural for them to prefer a press controlled by the government, 
which at least in theory represents the people at large and not a limited 
group. 

"The job for American newspapers to do, I believe, is not to fight off 
some shadowy foe on the outside who is believed to threaten press freedom. 
The fight is an internal one, and the foe is the type of publisher who is 
controlling his news columns for his own purposes. 

"Such warping of the function of the press breaks down public con
fidence in newspapers at large. Public confidence is the bulwark on which 
the press must maintain its freedom. If the public ever loses entire con
fidence in newspapers, it will institute controls. 

"Freedom of the press, as I have tried to express it, does not belong 
to the publishers of America as a group, but it is within their power to 
destroy that freedom for themselves and all the American people. 

"Absolute honesty in the handling of news is the key to perpetual free
dom for our press. If the publishers of America will devote themselves 
whole-heartedly to that ideal, I believe they will have nothing to fear now 
or at any time from outside enemies. The American public will defend 
us if we serve the public justly." 
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PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER OF THE COURIER-JOURNAL: BARRY BINGHAM 
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THE TIMES OF INDIA 

Dean Martin then r ead th e following citation for the Times of India: 

'' 'l'o The 'l'imes of India, leading daily newspaper of W estern India, 
and outstanding example of foreign journalism : For steadily enlargi11g 
its important influence in the Middle East; for contributing consistently 
and significantly to the enlightened progress of India, particularly since 
the World War; for constrnctive liberalism of outlook and r estrained, 
generous editorial criticism of public affairs; for its wisdom and practical
ity in adapting itself to the news demands of journalism in the middle 
Orient.'' 

Mr. P ercy Bullen of the London Daily Telegraph, dean of English 
correspondents in the United States, r epresented The 'rimes of India, and 
responded as follows : 

RESPONSE OF PERCY BULLEN 

"On behalf of The Times of India, it is a very great pleasure and a 
high privilege for me to attend this ceremony today as a British delegate 
and to accept the custody of the Medal awarded to that journal by the 
School of Journalism of the University of Missouri. 

"This is not my first visit to Columbia and I appreciate-and shall 
always :ippreciate- the spirit of goodwill, courtesy and kindness which 
is extended to visitors here and more especially, as I know from expe
rience, when th{l visitors belong to the journalistic profession. 

''There is another reason also for my happiness today-a reason which 
I mention to you in strict confidence, namely, that Columbia in these critical 
times is a far safer place for an Englishman than his native country. And 
more particularly, as in my own case, when one's home town happens to be 
Hastings, bordering on the English Channel, almost within ran·ge of the 
big guns on the Continent of Europe-and within earshot of the explosive 
oratory of the Dictators. 

"If any further reason were needed for the satisfaction I feel , .it may 
be found in the affinity which exists between your great Republic and the 
British Commonwealth of Nations-an affinity not merely of language and 
literature and a free press but to a great extent of a common history. 

''A few days ago, when I visited the World's Fair in New York, I 
found a striking demonstration in the British section of links of history 
and sentiment which unite your country and mine. The exhibits ranged 
over some ten centuries-the greater part of which of course is the past 
history of the American people as well as the British. They included au-
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thentic copies of the Magna Carta, the Bill of Rights and other important 
historical documents- the stepping stones to those legal, municipal and 
parliamentary liberties out of which modern Democracy has grown. 

''Equally with the British, Americans look back to th eir early struggles 
for free speech, free assembly and a free press. 

''The traditions of a free press prevail wherever the English language 
is spoken and one may truly say that The Times of India, as the leading· 
daily newspaper of W estern India, has always maintained a standard so 
high and distin guished that it merits without ftuestion the r eward now 
conferred. 

"It has been well said that Kin gs and Princes, Presidents and Prime 
Ministers are essentially transient bodies while good newspaper s are or 
should be eternal; and the power of a great newspaper, with the double 
function of guiding and embodying public opinion, is immeasurably greater 
than that of any statesman can be. 

"It is because the ' Times of India' is a good and a great n ewspaper 
that it has been honored so fittin gly today. 

"It is my privilege to r eturn thanks to the School of Journalism of the 
University of Missouri in behalf of the 'Times of India' and to r eceive th e 
coveted medal into my protective custody pending the dispatch of same 
by the first r egistered mail to Bombay.'' 

l\IR. H. J. BLANTON 

Dean Martin then read the follm,ving citation for Mr. Blanton : 

"To H . J . Blanton, editor of the Monroe County Appeal: For a ca
r eer of outstanding work in the weekly newspaper fi eld; for vitalizing his 
journalistic position in his State by an impressive personality of wisdom 
and originality ; for vivifying his newspaper by effectively projecting his 
personality into it; for producing journalism which manifests intellectual 
ver satility, exceptional local coverage, marked reader-interest, and high 
moral courage ; for consistently producing an editorial page of far wider 
than community interest and significance-for providing the State of Mis
souri with a journalist of broad public service compounded of education, 
acumen, and practical idealism." 

Mr. Blanton responded as follows: 
' ' What Dean Martin evidently meant to say was that I operate a Tom, 

Dick and Harry newspaper , one in which the trials and triumphs of local 
people; the romance, comedy and tragedy; the things that promise en
hanced profits in store and on farm, and those which might make the local 
field a better place on which to live, are given precedence over bigger news 
of a world nature. 
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REPRESENTED THE TIMES OF INDIA: PERCY BULLEN 
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"Well, I like to publish a newspaper of this type. Better still, it seems 
to be an indispensable thing in most of the homes in its territory. At one 
time, before the great depression caused such a disturbance in neighborhood 
ownership and replaced so many farm families with tenants who had no 
interest in community affairs, we had the very unusual experience of 
108 subscribers on a rural route out of Paris which has only 107 boxes. 
One farm had two houses, in both of which were families who patronized 
the Appeal. 

''The most gratifying thing to me, probably because I write the stuff, 
is popular interest in our editorial page. I have three reasons for making 
this departm ent a regular and prominent feature of the Appeal. First, it 
is a ,relief to get those ideas out of our system. 

"Second, a lot of people show signs of liking to read them. Third, 
once in a while, there is evidence they have brought information that is 
valuable, or comfort and cheer, or inspiration to launch out and achieve, 
to individual or community. Nothing, I believe, pays larger dividends 
in the way of personal satisfaction than an editorial that is translated into 
a better school , or a better road, or a better attitude towards life, or a 
broader conception of the privileges, possibilities and responsibilities of 
American citizenship. 

"I learniid two very important things from E. W. Stephens, who 
really was the father of the School of Journalism, and from Walter Wil
liams, who made of it a world famed institution. Mr. Stephens was in
terested in newspaper leadership for community advancement. Little 
could be accomplished, he once told me, by simply proposing or advocating 
something for the community welfare. Much could be brought to pass, he 
argued, by first writing the right sort of editorials, then going out and 
organizing the sentiment they bad created. 

"This plan seldom fails of results. Walter Williams was interested 
in editorials the public would read. This sort, be once told me, were the 
short ones. If you require a half column or a column to develop your 
thought, he advised, break it up into two, three or four short editorials 
instead of one long article. My own wife did not read what I considered 
the very best editorial the Appeal ever published . In r esponse to my de
mand for a reason for this treason to the king, she said it just looked too 
long. There is no question but that the general public is that way. 

"In his contribution toward the symposium President Roosevelt asked 
the Post-Dispatch to conduct on the matter of freedom of the press, the 
Appeal editor asserted the only threat to that freedom was from the press 
itself; that while the general public favored freedom, there was a growing 
sentiment against abuses that were being practiced by the press in the 
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name of freedom. I have never believed that constitutional guarantees 
meant freedom to doctor the news, to misinterpret the news or to substi
tute unfair statements for logic in th e handlin g of questions of national 
or international concern. 

" W e have never put much str ess on consistency in editorial policy. 
We would rather change with a changing world, seeking to make the best 
of an unavoidable situation, than to stick by guns that have become spiked 
or obsolete, or try to outstrip an airplane with horse and buggy, however 
sound and serviceable they may have been in the horse and buggy era. 

''Nor can I think of any greater disservice partisan newspapers of 
this country can r ender at this period of industrial development, with a few 
machines and a few button pressers displacing 85,000 earners in the t in 
plate industry and similar tragedies being enacted on an even larger scale 
in the mining, st eel and other industries, than to mislead million s of idle 
men into believing a change of administration is all that is needed for 

.getting th em back on payrolls. 
''A better service, I believe, would be to r ecognize th e fact that the 

machine has come to stay and that unemployment will in cr ease in pro
portion to its development, then to co-operate with sound thinkers who are· 
trying to discover what to do about it. 

''I do not agree with those who claim the newspaper editorial has lost 
its power. A simple, courageous article for people who believe you know 
what you are talkin g about, and who are convinced you have their wel
fare at heart, has as much power today as at any other time. Just now, 
when the fate of democracy is trembling in the balance on this side of 
the Atlantic, as well as on the other side, this power should not be frit
ter ed awa,v in efforts for partisan advantage or in futile efforts to sweep 
back an a~vancing sea of social, economic and industrial adjustment with 
a broom. Woe be unto us, as woe has been unto the press in other coun
tries, if we becom e blind to the fact that a democracy which fails to work 
is a democracy that is doomed or that when democracy falters and fails 
the free press immediately becomes the controlled mouthpiece of Public 
Enemy No. One. 

''There never was a time when Truth was so vital to human needs. 
There never was a time when Truth was beating a retreat on more na
tional fronts or in so many institutions of learning. There never was a 
better time to make Truth the guiding star of every editor, every teacher 
and every preacher, or when mankind should ponder more seriously the 
words of the One who said, 'I am the Truth,' and who counseled, 'Know 
the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free.' 

"In accepting this medal, Dean Martin, I do so with a feeling of un
worthiness and humility but with a renewed determination to make of 
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my little newspaper a vehicle of service to the people who read it, a news
paper that will not stand in the way of progress, one which will be guid
ed by a deep sense of the possibilities and obligations of a free press in this 
land of freedom and opportunity. " 

MR. w ALLACE CROSSLEY 

Dean Martin, at this point, read the citation for Wallace Crossley: 
"To Wallace Crossley, unselfish public servant and publisher of the 

Warrensburg, Missouri, Star-Journal: For thirty-six years of effective 
and successful newspaper work in Missouri; for aggressive, independent 
editorial stands upon ci vie, political, and moral questions; for thirty-six 
years of accomplishment for the Missouri Press Association; for inspi
rational and factual support of intelligent programs to improve the farm 
youth of his area; for resultful campaigning for better local schools and 
community upbuilding-for a versatile and full service as a wholesome and 
distinguished Missourian. '' 

Mr. Crossley accepted the medal, and responded as follows: 
"Upon such an occasion as this and under such auspices, the high rec

<>gnition and approval embraced in your citation finds me unable to ex
press in any adequate degree my feeling of appreciation. 

''I can only say that to me this honor, never thought or dreamed of 
until I was notified it was t o be bestowed, is the highest and most deeply 
appreciated expression of commendation that has ever come to me in what 
has become a rather extended experience. Today my native state through 
its highest authority in journalism crowns my years of service with this 
mark of esteem, because of what you regard as worthy and meritorious. 

"Down in my heart I feel unworthy of the honor conferre , and hu
mility walks hand in hand with gratitude as I try to thank you. Because 
it has to do with my life work, with my record as a newspaper editor and 
my standing in the ranks of Missouri country publishers, it is the peak, 
the climax that now and always will mark this as one of my. most memo
rable days. 

"We all know our own limitations, and the best of us fall far short of 
-0ur hopes and ideals. We cannot all reach the goal attained by the gen
ius, by the brilliant men and women on the heights; we cannot always 
achieve and accomplish according to our plans but we can be faithful, sin
cere and alert in the performance of our daily task and in the responsibil
ities imposed, however circumscribed our sphere or limited our oppor
tunity for service. 

"I shall attempt no discussion of newspaper work, or its development 
<>r of the service to the community and to the state that the local and met-
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MISSOURI EDITOR: H. J. BLANTON, MONROE COUNTY APPEAL, PARIS 
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ropolitan press have rendered. Ther e is in the heart of ever y good citizen 
a liking, sometimes a yearning for service t o his fellowman, to his com
munity, to his country. 

" To such there is opportunity in journalism. Th e newspaper with its 
varied features is an integral part of our social, economic and political 
life. Ours is a nation in which freedom of thought and expr ess ion of opin
ion would languish and all that we hold dear as a Democracy would be 
menaced ·wer e it not for a free and untramelled press. Let's keep it free! 

'' Our newspapers are, or sl10uld be, important factors in edu cation , 
they should be worthy of a place in the schools and coll eg·es, bringing to 
those who are future citizens the current news and development not of 
community life alone but of world events, trends and changes. 

"It has been said that the newspaper is the book of today"s history, 
or "mankind on the move," a continuing r evelation of God's dealin g with 
the sons of meri. Certainly journali sm in its broader sense is as Balzac 
stated, the r eligion of democracy and is as essential to the highest fun c
tioning of democracy as r eligion is essential to the highest life of th e in
dividual. 

" W e are writing history today, not as historians but as chroniclers 
and comm entators. Let us be t ru e to the cr eed of the journalist as formu
lated by \Valter Williams; let us be true to the American theory of gov
ernment and to the preservation of our heritage and may we always re
member , r egardless of how limi ted our circle of influen ce and operation that 
small service is true service while it las ts. 

"The world is topsy-turvy, with many cross-currents, and what the 
future holds for our great democracy is behind the veil, unrevealed, unpre
dictable. W e are fortunate and bl essed however,-far above any other 
nation great or small. Our future welfare depends largely upon the ideals, 
aims and efforts of the p eople in your community and mine. Our govern
mental structure rests upon its local units and it will stand or fall, go for
ward or backward, accordin g to the stability of th e foundations upon which 
it r ests. 

"We are the watchmen on the tower. We must exercise tolerance, 
but we should be vigi lant, intelligent and loyal to our country, its cher
ished ideals and institutions. W e should spurn false prophets and lead
ership. W e should sing 'My Country Tis of Thee' not with our lips alone 
but from our heart of hearts. 

''To you, young ladies and gentlemen of the School of Journalism may 
I extend my best wish es for future success, happiness and prosperity 1 Op
portunity still lies open, th e frontiers still beckon to exploration and 
achievement. Be true to the gleam and to the spirit of service. 
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''To you Dean Martin and to every member of your staff my thanks 
and continuing faith in your great program which is doing so much for 
the newspaper profession and for the State of Missouri." 

l\IR. RAYMOND P. BRANDT 

The citation for Mr. Brandt, read by Dean Martin, follows: 
"To Raymond P. Brandt, graduate of the School of Journalism rn 

1918, Rhodes scholar from the University of Missouri, 1920-23, bead of 
the Washington bureau of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch si nee July, 1934: 
For brilliant correspondence as a nationally recognized authority on news 
of the United States Supreme Court; for per sistent and unusually dis
cerning questioning at the White House press conferences and for un
usually informative, constructive reporting from the national capital; for 
interpretative articles of more than ephemeral value contributed to the 
Sunday Editorial title page of the Post-Dispatch, and for three series of 
distinguished articles on the Soviet Union-for uniformly thorough, ac
curate, and entirely dependable Washington correspondence." 

Mr. Brandt came forward to accept his medal and r esponded as follows: 

''As an alumnus of the School of Journalism I have long and prop
erly aspired to this high honor. To you, Dean Martin, I proffer my sin
cere thanks and gratitude that the ambition has been fulfilled so soon. 

"It is doubly gratifying to receive praise from one's own folk. Hor
ace, or some other Latin poet said: 

'' 'They change their climate, not their disposition, who run beyond 
the sea.' 

''I am proud that by disposition as well as birth I am a Missourian. 
If I have bad any success as a newspaperman it has been because of the 
'Show Me' attitude first developed by the beloved Dean Walter Williams, 
one of the most civilized men it has been my lot to know. By a succession 
of good fortune I have been pen:nitted to travel rather widely, and the 
skeptical attitude inculcated by Dean Williams and other members of the 
Journalism faculty of my time has enabled me to view revolutionary chang
es in Europe and this country with what I hope is an open and unpreju
diced mind. 

''The doubting or 'Show Me' attitude was directed at the old as well 
as the new, and while a writer cannot keep his own background out of bis 
reports, I have tried to paint honest pictures of what I have observed in 
Europe and in Washington. The results of my work I know have not been 
satisfactory to everyone. A German philosopher once wrote: 

'' 'One and the same thing can at the same time be good, bad and 
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MISSOURI PUBLISHER : WALLACE CROSSLEY, THE STAR-JOURNAL, 
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indifferent ; for example, music is good to the melancholy, bad to those 
who mourn and neither good nor bad to the deaf.' 

''Thus the Russian revolution or the New Deal may seem good to those 
who were dissatisfied with old conditions, bad to those who wanted to 
return to them, yet still be met with indifference by those who take no in
ter est in politics, economics or government. 

"As a reporter, educated here in Columbia and trained by the Post
Dispatch, I could not possibly be melancholy, mournful or indifferent. I 
like to think my Missouri and the l\Iiddle West instincts gave me an alert, 
inquiring viewpoint with enough industry to produce work that could 
be understood by the average reader. 

''This somewhat detached attitude, however, is not the only goal every 
good reporter should seek. It cannot be tolerated in instances of obvious 
bad faith and corruption, no matter how highly placed. Toward these 
the newspaperman must have the zeal of an evangelist. 

"These are not new thoughts. You will find them in the Journalist's 
Creed of Dean Williams, which was drilled into me in Switzler Hall across 
the campus, and in the words of the elder Joseph Pulitzer, printed in the 
masthead of the Post-Dispatch editorial page. I repeat them merely to 
show that most of the credit for the high honor bestowed on me today be
longs to those who guided me. 

"Credit must also go to another great Missourian. As a boy in Se
dalia I frequently saw J . West Goodwin, editor of the famous Bazoo, come 
bristling down the street in his picturesque beaver hat. My father told 
me of Goodwin's bitter controversies, his many victories, his rare defeats. 
As a student here I was honored by a Eugene Field scholarship, estab
lished by Goodwin's efforts. Goodwin was one of the most fearless editors 
of his day. Like Dean Williams he was a personal inspiration in my boy
hood and youth. 

"It is pleasant to be honored by one's friends, among friends. pleas
ant to know that one has not been forgotten . In the audience, I see an 
old friend of my family , Mr. George Trader, publisher of the Sedalia Dem
ocrat. To a Missourian, Missouri is always borne, and however unworthy 
I may be of this great award, I am hoping that the Sedalia Democrat will 
put over its account of these impressive proceedings, the head, 'Local Boy 
Makes Good.' Such honors as these do not belong to a single person
and to this public I acknowledge my obligation to my Missouri friends 
and my Missouri heritage. '' 
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MR. JOSEPH GLENN BABB 

Joseph Glenn Babb, of the Associated Press, had been voted a Medal 
of Honor but had been unable to attend because of the pressure of duties. 
On June 3, 1939, he came to Columbia and was awarded the medallion. 
Dean Martin read the following citation: 

" To Joseph Glenn Babb, A.B., 1914, B.J., 1915, Missouri, writer and 
editor for the Associated Press: for most able editorship of an influential 
American newspapers in the Far East; for bringing to a foreign corre
spondence from the Orient a knowledge of the history of the Far East, an 
understanding of Oriental people and problems, and a discerning scholar
ship in international affairs of import which has made a genuine con
tribution to r ecent interpretation of China and Japan; for reportorial en
terprise of high merit in Man churia, and for bringing to foreign news since 
1936 an editorial judgment sharpened and balanced by two decades of 
study and intercontinental experience." 

Following is the response of Mr. Babb: 
"Dean Martin and members of the faculty: 

"I am deeply grateful for the honor you have done me in awarding 
me this medal although , in spite of the fact that I have had some four 
years in which to study the matter, I am still in the dark as to why I 
was considered worthy of it. 

''I am glad to note that the award mentioned my service in the Ori
ent. I happen to have been the first of the long succession of young men 
and women sent to that interesting region by Dean Martin and his beloved 
predecessor, Dean Walter Williams. It is likely that for that reason I 
have gained more than my share of the credit for the fine work done by 
that company of Missourians during the past quarter century. 

"Although the School of Journalism is not without honor in its coun
try-ranking indisputably first in the United States-there is nowhere 
in the world that it is held in higher esteem than in the Far East. This 
is due to the high standards maintained by its graduates working in that 
part of the world as much as to its high renown elsewhere. 

''Especially during the past two years-since my departure from 
the East-have Missouri graduates and former students covered them
selves with distinction in chronicling the tragic phase of history through 
which the peoples of the Orient are passing. These Missourians have given 
testimony-in their courage, intelligence, devotion to duty and main
tenance of high professional standards-to the training they received here. 
I am proud to be counted one of that company, although an earlier mem
ber. 

''Again let me repeat my thanks for and pride in this award. '' 
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RECIPIENTS OF MISSOURI'S ACCOLADE 

IN 1930 

THE NEw YoRK Turns 

LA PRENSA OF BUENOS AIRES 

E. w. STEPHENS, MISSOU RI PUBLISHER 

25 

WARD A. NEFF, PRESIDENT, CORN BELT FARM DAILIES, M rssouR1 ALUMNUS 

PERCY S . BULLEN, IJONDON DAILY T ELEGRAPH 

IN 1931 

THE BALTIMORE SuN 

THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN OF ENGLAND 

ROBERT P. SCRIPPS, ScRI PPs-I-IowARD NEWSPAPERS 

HOUSTON HARTE, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER, SAN ANGELO ( T Ex . ) 

STANDARD TIMES, MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

HENRY F. CHrr. .. DERS, MISSOURI PUBLISHER 

IN 1932 

THE ST. LOUIS POS'l'-DISPATCH 

THE FRANKFUR'fER Z EITUNG 

CASPER S . YosT, ST. Lours GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 

FRANK W. RUCKER, VICE PRES IDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER, IN

DEPENDENCE (l\Io.) EXAMINER, MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

IN 1933 

T HE KANSAS CITY STAR 

THE JAPAN ADVERTISER 

THE TIMES OF LONDON 

MALVINA LINDSAY, WASHINGTON ( D. C . ) Pos T, MrssouRI ALU MNA 

CHARLES G . Ross, ST. Loms PosT-DisPATCH 

J. P. T UCKER, M ISSOURI EDITOR 

HARRY J. GRANT, Mn .. wAUKEE PUBLISHER 

IN 1934 

T HE DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE 

T HE MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, ARGUS 

THE CHURCHMAN OF NEW Y ORK C ITY 

COL. ROBERT M . WHITE, MISSOURI P UBLISHER 

HERBERT w. WALKER, GENERAL MANAGER, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE 

ASSOCIATION, MISSOURI ALUMNUS 
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IN 1935 
THE DALLAS, TEXAS, NEWS 

THE MONTREAL STAR 

WILLIAM SOUTHERN, JR., l\·hSSOURI P UBLISHER 

HARRY E. TAYLOR, PART-OWNER TRAER (IA.) STAR-CLIPPER, 

MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

JAMES WRIGHT BROWN, NEW YORK P UBLISHER 

IN 1936 
THE NEW YORK HERALD-TRIBUNE 

TI-IE TOKYO ASAHI 

FRANK w. TAYLOR, JR., ST. LOUIS STAR-TIMES 

WILLIAM R . PAIN'l'ER, MISSOURI P UBLISHER 

EARLE P EARSON, GENERAL MANAGER, ADVERTISING FEDERATION 

OF AME RICA, FORMER STUDENT 

IN 1937 
THE NEw ORLEANS Tarns-PICAY UNE 

H .\RRY E. RA SMUSSEN, P UBLISHER, AUSTIN (MINN.) DAILY HERAL!> 

MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

w. J . SEWALL, MISSOURI EDITOR 

DIETRICK LAMADE, PENNSYLVANIA PUBLISHER 

IN 1938 
THE NEW YORK SUN 

THE TORONTO ST AR 

E. E. SWAIN, MISSOURI PUBLISHER 

MARY l\IARGARET McBRIDE, AUTHOR, RADIO PROGRAM CONDUCTOR 

1'1AGAZINE WRITER, MISSOURI ALUMNA 

IN 1939 
THE TIMES OF INDIA 

LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL 

RAYMOND P. BRANDT, CHIEF, WASHINGTON BUREAU OF ST. Lours 

POST-DISPATCH, MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

WALLACE CROSSLEY, MISSOURI .EDITOR 

H. J. BLANTON, MISSOURI EDITOR 

JOSEPH GLENN BABB, FOREIGN NEWS DEPARTMENT, THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS, MISSOURI ALUMNUS 

The Missouri faculty committee will meet next October to consider 
recommendations for 1940 awards. Nominations should be sent prior to 
October 1, 1939, to Dean Frank L. Martin, School of Journalism, Colum
bia, Missouri. 
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