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The Presentation Ceremonies 
The twentieth annual presentation of the Missouri Honor Awards 

for Distinguished Service in Journalism occurred on Friday afternoon 
of the fortieth annual Journalism Week, May 3-7, 1949. 

Before a company of students, faculty, editors and publishers, 
and friends of the School of Journalism and the University of Mis
souri, assembled in the Auditorium of Jay H. Neff Hall, awards were 
presented to the following medalists : 

THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL 

THE SATURDAY EVENING POST 

ELMER DAVIS 

ALFONSO JOHNSON 

JOHN S. KNIGHT 

Missouri Honor A wards for Distinguished Service in Journalism 
are based upon records of performance over many years, rather than 
upon particular instances of journalistic brilliance. A special com
mittee of the faculty each year submits a list of journalists, news
papers and magazines to a confidential Advisory Council made up of 
leaders in various departments of journalism; the nominees presented 
by this committee upon the advice of the Council are voted upon by 
the faculty, and the elections certified by the Board of Curators of 
the University. Nominations for the 1950 awards may be addressed 
to the Dean of the Faculty at any time prior to February l, 1950. 

1949 Medalists. Left to right: Ben Hibbs (for the Saturday Evening Post), 
Alfonso Johnson, Frank R. Ahlgren (for the Memphis Commercial Appeal) . 
Dean Mott, John S. Knight, Elmer Davis. 
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Dean Mott's Address 

Since the publication of the report of the Luce Commission on 

Freedom of the Press, under the title A Free a,nd Responsible Press 
in 1947, there has been recurrent discussion of the third recommenda

tion of that Commission, which reads as follows: "We recommend the 
establishment of a new and independent agency to appraise and 

report annually upon the performance of the press." 
Criticism of the press is nothing new. The first newssheet pub

lished in England in series under a permanent title made its appear
ance in 1621; in 1625 Ben Jonson's satire on newspapers called The 

Sfople of News was produced in a London theatre. Criticism of news 
papers has been continuous since those beginnings. It is as easy and 

natural to find fault with the newspapers as with the weather, for 

both newspapers and the weather are intimate parts of our daily life, 
and both are often unsatisfactory, to say the last. 

But too much of our criticism of newspapers is as ineffectual as 
our criticism of the weather, and this is not right. Too much of our 

criticism is loose, ill formed, and impressionistic. I take it that the 

recommendation of the Luce Commission is designed to produce an 
appraisal which shall be more or less scientific. Merely talking things 
over, without an important body of data, as was done by the Luce 

Commission, and more recently by the Editor & Publisher panel, has 
its value, especially since, in both cases, wise men were doing the 

talking; but careful appraisals and intelligent ai:ialyses of collected 
data would be far more valuable. 

Chancellor Hutchins, chairman of the Luce Com:rnission, suggested 
to the American Association of Teachers of Journalism at their Phila

delphia convention in 1947 that they should take the lead in such an 

appraisal. Dr. Earl English, associate dean of the Missouri School of 

Journalism and chairman of the Council on Research of the AAS DJ, 

presented a tentative plan for such a job at the Boulder meeting last 
year, but the reaction was unenthusiastic. The American Society of 
Newspaper Editors a week or two ago appointed a committee to 
report next year on the feasibility of "an appraisal of the self

improvement possibilities of American newspapers." No foundation 

has come forward with an offer to finance the work of a new com
mission on press problems. 

Schools of journalism are vitally and basically interested in this 
matter. Such schools are engaged in two types of work : (a) training 
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for journalism, and (b) study of journalism-in other words, the art 

and also the science of journalism. 
I wish to state here my conviction that intelligently organized 

and competently conducted annual analyses of the performance of 

the American newspaper press would be of the highest value to 

journalism. I think that such studies should be in the hands of men 

well grounded and oriented in journalism but independent of news

paper controls. I think such investigations should be endowed for a 

term of years long enough to enable all who are interested to form 

a judgment of their value. 
Newspapers are not a business like any other business. They 

have so close a partnership with government and society in our demo

cratic system that we must be anxiously concerned with their policies, 

their trends, their future. I urge those who are proud of the American 

press, regarding it, as I do, as the greatest medium of public informa

tion ever developed in the world, to join with those anxious-minded 

critics who do sincerely and honestly see danger signals, errors, and 

false trends in contemporary journalism, and unite upon a plan for 
a sound, competent, reliable continuing study of the contemporary 

American press. 
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The Memphis Commercial Appeal 

Citation 
THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL in recognition of 

Its long and proud history as a courageous newspaper, from 
the days of its founders, through the heroic episode of B. F. 
Dill's "Moving Appeal" during the Civil War, to its present 
fearless management: 

Its notable record of public service, in its "Plant to Prosper" 
campaign, and its many other projects of wide public bene
fit; and 

Its greatest achievement-that of being, day in and day out, 
a good newspaper. 

Response 

By Frank R. Ahlgren 
Editor 

Thank you, Dean Mott. On behalf of my colleagues on The 
Commercial Appeal I am indeed gratified to receive this medal "for 
Distinguished Service in Journalism" from the University of Missouri. 

We are particularly pleased by the concluding sentence of the 
citation which reads "Its greatest achievement-that of being, day in 
and day out, a good newspaper." That is the thing for which all of 
us, working in concert, strive. It has been thus down through the 110 
years of the newspaper's existence. 

Recognition and appreciation of those efforts have come from 
time to time during the ensuing years, but none has been received 
with more genuine appreciation than this we acknowledge today. 
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Frank R. Ahlgren 
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Ben Hibbs 
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The Saturday Evening Post 

Citation 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST in recognition of 

Its outstanding success, over many yea,rs, in providing a 
literary merger of entertainment a,nd information to the 
American people; 

Its ability, week a,fter week, to keep in touch with the move
ments of the times, and to maintain a sane and wholesome 
point of view; and 

The skill in planning, production, and distribution which 
has made it a great American institution. 

. By Ben Hibbs 
Editor 

Response 

Dean Mott, ladies and gentlemen. I am indeed honored to accept 
this medal from the School of Journalism in behalf of the staff of 
the Saturday Evening Post. I should like to add that this occasion 
gives me a great deal of personal satisfaction, for it extricates me 
from a very uncomfortable spot which I have occupied for the past 
three years. In 1946, our sister publication, the Ladies' Home Journal, 
was given this same honor medal by the University of Missouri, and 
for three long years it has been almost impossible to live under the 
!'lame roof with the editors of that sissy magazine. Now, at last, I 
can hold up my head, and I am humbly grateful. I even forgive 
Dean Mott for the unexplained delay. 

Seriously, I am deeply moved by this tribute from one of the 
country's great journalism schools. 
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Elmer Davis 
American Broadcasting Company News Analyst 

'Citation 

ELMER DAVIS in recognition of 

His notable career as newspaper man, author, and maga
zinist; 

His distinguished service to the country as Director of the 
Office of War Information from 1942 to 1945; and 

His fair and incisive interpretation of the news of the world 
day by day, which has made him one of the American news 
analysts most trusted by a vast audience of listeners. 

Response 

By Mr. Davis 

Thank you, Dean Mott. Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted 
to be the recipient of this medal ·from the University of Missouri. 
I wish that, like some of the others, I might give credit to Missouri 
alumni as members of my staff-but the fact is I am primarily my 
own staff. May I say, however, that I consider it a great honor to 
receive such an award from my colleagues in training. , 
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Elmer Davis 
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Alfonso Johnson 

12 



Alfonso Johnson 
Executive Secretary, Southwestern Association of 

Advertising Agencies 

Citation 

ALFONSO JOHNSON, in recognition of 

His many services to education for fournalism, and train
ing in t/7.e advertising field; 

His career as a high-minded and altruistic fo·urnalist, edu
cator, business man, advertising executive, and citizen; and 

His continuing loyalty to his Alma Mater, who, in turn, is 
happy to honor him. 

Response 

By Mr. Johnson 

Dean Mott, ladies and gentlemen: My cup runneth over. For 
thirty years my indebtedness to this world-famous school has been so 
large that I have not been able to keep up the interest, much less make 
any payments on the principal. This honor greatly increases my debt. 

I now fully realize that I can no more pay off my debt nor 
adequately show my appreciation to the Missouri School of Journal
ism than I can repay my wife or church for what they mean to me. 

From this School I received the inspiration, the information, and 
the prestige which made it possible for me to make a life and a liveli
hood. This is a memorable day in my life. 

While the award is made in my name, I accept it, Dean Mott, 
in behalf of our team: my wife is a full-time, active partner without 
whose loving aid and encouragement I could not have done those 
things for which I am being honored today. WE thank you most 
sincerely. 
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John S. !(night 
President and Publisher, John S. Knight Newspapers 

Citation 
In recognition of 

His sound and intelligent leadership in American journal
ism, as shown during his presidency of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors and his liaison work in England dur
ing the war; and 

His outstanding performance as editor and publisher of 
great metropolitan newspapers devoted to the best standards 
of the American press. 

Response 

By Mr. Knight 
Dean Mott, ladies and gentlemen. I am greatly complimented 

to receive the Missouri Honor Award for Distinguished Service in 
Journalism. It is especially pleasing to me because two of our man
aging editors, Everett Norlander of the Chicago Daily News and 
Lee Hills of the Miami Herald, began their journalistic careers in 
these halls. 

I accept the award as a tribute to the standards of journalism 
practiced by the Knight newspapers, and my prayer is that we shall 
ever be true to the faith and confidence which this great institution 
of learning has reposed in us. 
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John S. !{night 
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THE JOURNALISM CAMPUS 

16 



Medalists of Former Years 
IN 1930 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

LA PRENSA, OF BUENOS AIRES 

WARD A. NEFF, CORN BELT FARM DAILIES 

PERCY S. BULLEN, LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH 

E. W. STEPHENS, COLUMBIA (MO.) HERALD 

IN 1931 

THE BALTIMORE SUN 

THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 

ROBERT P. SCRIPPS, SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWSPAPERS 

HOUSTON HARTE, SAN ANGELO (TEX.) STANDARD TIMES 

HENRY F. CHILDERS, TROY (MO.) FREE PRESS 

IN 1932 

THE ST. Lours PosT-DISPATCH 

THE FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG 

CASPER S. YosT, ST. Lours GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 

FRANK W. RUCKER, INDEPENDENCE (Mo.) EXAMINER 

IN 1933 
THE KANSAS CITY STAR 

THE JAPAN ADVERTISER 

THE TIMES, OF LONDON 

MALVINA LINDSAY, WASHINGTON ( D. C . ) POST 

CHARLES G. Ross, ST. Lours PosT-DISPATCH 

HARRY J. GRANT, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 

J. P. TUCKER, PARKVILLE (MO.) GAZETTE 

IN 1934 
THE DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE 

THE MELBOURNE ARGUS, OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

THE CHURCHMAN, OF NEW YORK CITY 

HERBERT W. WALKER, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSOCIATION 

ROBERT M. WHITE, MEXICO (Mo.) LEDGER 

IN 1935 
THE DALLAS, TEXAS, NEWS 

THE MONTREAL STAR 

JAMES WRIGHT BROWN, EDITOR & PUBLISHER, NEW YORK 

HARRY E. TAYLOR, JR., TRAER (IOWA) STAR-CLIPPER 

WILLIAM SOUTHERN, JR., INDEPENDENCE (Mo.) EXAMINER 
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IN 1936 
THE NEW YORK HERALD-TRIBUNE 

THE TOKYO ASAHI 

FRANK W. TAYLOR, JR., ST. LOUIS STAR-TIMES 

EARLE PEARSON, ADVERTISING FEDERATION OF AMERICA 

WILLIAM R. PAINTER, CARROLLTON (Mo.) DEMOCRAT 

IN 1937 
THE NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE 

DIETRICK LAMADE, GRIT, WILLIAMSPORT, PA. 

HARRY E. RASMUSSEN, AUSTIN (MINN.) DAILY HERALD 

W. J. SEWALL, CARTHAGE (MO.) PRESS 

IN 1938 
THE NEW YORK SUN 

THE TORONTO STAR 

MARY MARGARET MCBRIDE, COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

E. E. SWAIN, KIRKSVILLE (MO.) DAILY PRESS 

IN 1939 
LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL 

THE TIMES OF INDIA 

RAYMOND P. BRANDT, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 

JOSEPH GLENN BABB, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WALLACE CROSSLEY, WARRENSBURG (MO.) STAR-JOURNAL 

H.J. BLANTON, MONROE COUNTY APPEAL 

IN 1940 
THE PORTLAND OREGONIAN 

LYLE CAMPBELL WILSON, UNITED PRESS ASSOCIATIONS 

JAMES KELLY POOL, JEFFERSON CITY (MO.) CAPITAL-NEWS 

IN 1941 
THE CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

TA KUNG PAO, CHUNGKING, CHINA 

THE SOUTHEAST MISSOURIAN, CAPE GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI 

LELAND STOWE, THE CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

FRANK H. KING, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

RALPH H. TURNER, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSOCIATION 

H. S. JEWELL, SPRINGFIELD (MO.) NEWSPAPERS, INC. 

IN 1942 
THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 

HENRY T. EWALD, CAMPBELL-EWALD COMPANY, DETROIT 

JOHN B. POWELL, CHINA WEEKLY REVIEW, SHANGHAI 

PIERRE J. Huss, INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE 

JOHN DONALD FERGUSON, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 



IN 1943 

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 

EL UNIVERSAL, OF MEXICO CITY 

EDWIN L. JAMES, NEW YORK TIMES 

DAVID M. WARREN, PANHANDLE (TEXAS) HERALD 

L. MITCHELL WHITE, MEXICO (Mo.) LEDGER 

IN 1944 

THE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 

A NOITE, RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL 

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY 

FREDERIC WILLIAM GOUDY 

JOHN RIPPEY MORRIS, THE UNITED PRESS 

CHARLES NUTTER, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CLARENCE E. WATKINS, THE CHILLICOTHE (Mo.) CONSTITUTION-TRIBUNE 

IN 1945 

THE WASHINGTON POST 

THE LONDON DAILY EXPRESS 

HARPER'S MAGAZINE 

ROBERT J. CASEY, CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

FOSTER B. HAILEY, NEW YORK TIMES 

WILLIAM E. FREELAND, TANEY COUNTY (MO.) REPUBLICAN 

IN 1946 

THE PHILADELPHIA EVENING BULLETIN 

GOTESBORGS HANDELS-OCH SJOFORTS-TIDNING 

THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL 

H. A. BATTEN, N. W. AYER & SON, INC. 

E. LANSING RAY, THE ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT 

EDWIN Moss WILLIAMS, UNITED PRESS ASSOCIATIONS 

IN 1947 
THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

HAL BOYLE, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

F. M. FLYNN, THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 

WILLIAM L. LAURENCE, THE NEW YORK TIMES 

JOSEPH PULITZER, THE ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 

GEORGE YATES, THE DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE 

IN 1948 

THE ATLANTA JOURNAL 

LIFE 

DAVID C.H. Lu, CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY OF CHINA 

DON D. PATTERSON, SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWSPAPERS 

INEZ ROBB, INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE 

JACK SHELLEY, WHO, DES MOINES 

JOYCE A. SWAN, MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE 
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