
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BULLETIN 

HONOR AWARDS FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
IN JOURNALISM, 1958 



THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BULLETIN 
VOLUME 60, NUMBER 8, JOURNALISM SERIES 1959, NUMBER 148. Published by the University 
of Missouri at the Publications Office, Columbia, Missouri. Entered as second-class matter, 
January 2, 1914, at post office at Columbia, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of August 
24, 1912. Issued four times monthly October through May, three times monthly June through 
September. - 5,0QQ, February 22, 1959. 



MEDALISTS, 1958 



THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF THE AWARDS 
FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN JOURNALISM, MAY 2, 1958 

Before a company of students, faculty, editors and publishers, and friends of the School of 
Journalism, assembled in the auditorium of J. H. Neff Hall, awards were presented to the 
following medalists: 

THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

FRANK P. BRIGGS 
Publisher, Macon (Missouri) Chronicle-Herald 

DANIEL R. FITZPATRICK 
Editorial cartoonist, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

FRANK STANTON 
President, Columbia Broadcasting System 

Nominations for the 1959 awards may be addressed to the Dean of the Faculty, School of 
Journalism, at any time prior to December 1, 1958. 



MEDALISTS, 1958: Seated, left to right, Daniel R. Fitzpatrick, Frank P. Briggs, and Eugene 
C. Pulliam. Standing, in like order, Dean Earl F. English, Dr. Frank Stanton, and Dr. Harold 
E. Fey. 



REMARKS OF DEAN EARL F. ENGLISH 
Preliminary to awarding of medals, May 2, 1958 

T HAS BEEN the custom for several years for the person 
in charge of this ceremony to say a few words for the record. The remarks 
on this occasion frequently have to do with a problem of current im
portance to education for journalism. 

I should point out, however, that what I have to say here today is not 
directed toward the students in the audience. Rather, I am speaking to the 
representatives of the profession who are present, and also to those who 
may chance to read a report on this ceremony in the Journalism bulletin 
series covering these events. 

A few years ago journalism to a youngster meant working on a news· 
paper. It still means that today, but it also means many other areas in the 
communications field. 
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But if it were just a matter of newspapers competing for the available 
talent of interested young people, the problem would be much less severe. 
The truth of the matter is that there are not enough young people interested 
in journalism in general to fully satisfy any of the media demanding 
their services. 

Last year our placement office at the University of Missouri listed 
5~ jobs for each graduate. Last month in the "coffee break recession," 
our job opportunities were higher than during the same period a year ago. 

Let us skip at this time the question of where they are being trained -
journalism schools or elsewhere. The alarming conclusion forced on us is 
that journalism, and some say the newspaper profession in particular, is 
losing its appeal to the young folks seeking a career. 

It wasn't long ago, I recall, that a newspaper employer needed to bind 
his letters of app1ication in order to handle them conveniently. And even 
today a few newspapers report still not having much trouble picking up 
applicants for jobs around the plant. 

But don't be misled by the fact that you can always get a few young· 
sters to come in for job interviews. The life facts are that the old days 
have passed. The talented and dedicated youngsters who used to show up 
in the city rooms and in the ad sales departments go to college these days, 
and unless they are committed to journalism then, or earlier, they are 
lost to other pursuits. 

I can say, however, and I believe you will agree, that in the days ahead, 
our newspapers will not flourish and compete satisfactorily without their 
full share of the intelligent, resourceful, ambitious and dedicated personnel 
which has developed newspapers into the number one communications 
medium of service. 

If we are to attract these talented youngsters, newspapers will need to 
forget the old days when they lined up in the office for interviews. They 
will need to get out and sit in at the interview tables in the colleges and 
universities along with industry, business, broadcasting and public rela
tions representatives. They will need to sell young people on their pub
lishing organizations, the advantages which the community has to offer, 
and the opportunity to learn and serve the profession. 

Newspapers will need to take a long look at prevailing pay scales 
offered beginners, particularly those starting wages. They had better point 
out clearly to these young people that their salary destiny is not inexorably 
tied up with the graduated pay scales of white collar unions, however 
improved this may be over the old days. Publishers must recognize real 
professional education in the schools and encourage, not only with words, 
but with salary, advantages over untrained personnel. 

In my job as dean of a journalism school I visit many newspaper 
plants in the course of a year. One cannot help but note how newspapers 
are spending heavily for modern presses, Dow etchers, no-pak mat equip
ment, Teletypesetters, automatic mailing room equipment, etc. The implica
tion of faith in the future is strong. 
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But not so much can always be said for the investment in personnel -
men and women who will eventually be called on to assume top respon
sibility on these publications. 

It is my belief- that not enough of these future executives are coming 
into the broad field of journalism alone, to say nothing of entering the 
newspaper profession in particular. There are enough journalism enter
prises in this country to employ all of this year's 2,500 professional 
journalism graduates without any of them going to work on newspapers. 
This is not a special plea aimed at routing more students into journalism 
schools, important though this may be. 

This is an effort to enlist your support in interesting more young people 
in journalism careers. Whether or not they go through our journalism 
schools is not of vital importance. The important fact is that we at the 
University of Missouri and dozens of other institutions of similar interests 
believe that media must attract their full share of our best young minds in 
order to achieve an alert and well-informed America. We cannot afford 
to lose public respect and confidence in our publications and electronic 
media at a time when public enlightenment and leadership are needed 
more than ever before. 

It is with this in mind that the University of Missouri ·will make an 
all-out effort during the next year to heighten interest in journalism as a 
profession. We propose to do this, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
of this school, with your support through a series of national events 
honoring the American communications field and the contributions it is 
making in the never ending struggle to maintain a free society. 

The theme for the total program is :1'A Stronger Free Press for a 
Better Free World." The term "press," of course, is used in its generic 
sense and is meant to encompass all branches of the mass media com
munications field. 

FIRST: We believe that today the Free World is confronted with the 
most serious threat to its existence since the beginning, and that more 
than ever before the preservation of a Free World depends upon the 
ability of its members to exchange information and opinions openly and 
without fear of retribution. 
SECOND: We believe that the primary responsibility for keeping these 
avenues of expression open lies not with the government or with any other 
agency or group, but with the journalism profession itself. 
THIRD: We believe that there currently exists a need for the foremost 
leaders in the communications field to meet face-to-face for a series of 
forums, discussions and seminars to evaluate the role of a stronger free 
press for a better free world, to measure its strengths and weaknesses, to 
rededicate the profession to its fundamental task of guarding the rights 
of men everywhere. 
FOURTH: We believe that the immense contributions of the communica
tions field are too often "taken-for-granted" in democratic societies and 
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that there is a need to emphasize these contributions through a senes of 
events which can earn world-wide attention. 

In choosing this method, rather than one which would focus attention 
on its own not-inconsiderable accomplishments, the Missouri School of 
Journalism will be adhering to the precepts of its founder, Walter Williams, 
who fifty years ago charged it to serve journalism first, education second 
and Missouri third. 

Press Congress of the World: 
An International Communications Convocation 

Honorary President, Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Honorary Vice President, Richard M. Nixon 
Honorary Chairman, James Wright Brown 

Perhaps the most important feature of the anniversary year will be the 
convocation of more than one hundred of the leading publishers, editors, 
broadcasters and other communications figures from all over the Free 
World. The program includes seminars in the leading U.S. cities, a three
day convocation in Columbia, and a visit to Argonne National Laboratory 
in Lemont, Illinois, to observe the advances which are being made in 
the use of the atom for peaceful purposes. The proceedings of the Congress 
will receive wide distribution throughout the world. Communications 
leaders from this country will serve as hosts to fifty or more foreign 
delegates, thus providing in half a hundred American cities a local pro
gram into which will be woven the point of view of each distinguished 
visitor from abroad. This will be the first such nation-wide face-to-face 
exchange of fact and opinion in communication history. 

Journalism Archives Building 
Three important and continuing features of the anniversary - all national 
or international in scope - eventually will be housed in a Journalism 
Archives Building of their own on the University campus. Meanwhile, in 
order that time will not be lost, they will be quartered in existing School 
of Journalism buildings. 

These three outstanding features are: 
I. Freedom of Information Center 
In March of this year, from various sections of the country, sixteen 
important figures in the struggle for freedom of information met and 
issued a call for the establishment of a National Freedom of Information 
Center to serve in the widest sense possible all branches of the field of 
communications. Currently committees are moving toward the establish
ment of the Center before the end of 1958. 
II. Journalism Hall of Fame 
A Journalism Hall of Fame, consiting of the portraits and other memoria 
of those who, since the day of Peter Zenger, have played significant roles 
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in the development of the communications field, will form one section of 
the Archives program. 
Ill. Eternal Light of Truth 

As a reminder of truth and what it means and at what is almost the 
geographic center of the United States, a beacon will be lighted to burn 
so long as the Free World exists. Guiding the paths of all who search for 
truth, it will serve as a permanent reminder that the profession of journal
ism cannot survive unless it vigilantly adheres to such truths. 

Commemorative Stamp Ceremony 
The U. S. Post Office Department will issue a special stamp honoring 
the profession of journalism and freedom of the press on the occasion 
of the SOth Anniversary. The government will print 140,000,000 of these 
stamps with first-day issue ceremonies being held at the University of 
Missouri, September 22, 1958. J ohn S. Knight will accept the first stamp 
from the Postmaster General, and representatives of the leading pro
fessional societies and associations will participate in the ceremony. 

Many Other Events 
The celebration_ is featuring other highlights, each of importance to 
special segments of the profession. Among these are the following: 

Voice of Democracy Contest (in cooperation with the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters) 

Women in Journalism Conference 
Conference on Social Aspects and Value of Advertising 
Science and Agriculture in Journalism Conference 
International Exhibit of fifty Best News Pictures of the last fifty Years 
National Newspaper Week Opening Observances 
Jefferson memorial headstone and tablet to be removed to a spot where 

it will eventually be a part of The Freedom of Information Center. 
Program in Secondary Schools to Encourage a Career in Journalism 
Conventions of Professional Societies, Fraternities ·and Associations 
It is our hope that when this ambitious program has been completed, 

there will be a new appreciation for our profession by people everywhere 
- and that interest in journalism will be rekindled in the m'inds of the 
young people of America. If we are successful in this undertaking, we feel 
that it will be a step in the right direction toward solving this problem of 
attracting talented young people into journalism in general - and the 
newspaper in particular. 



CITATIONS AND RESPONSES 
The Medalists, 1958 
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FEY PULLIAM 

To THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY, in recognition of 

its full half-century of service in reviewing the significant 

events of the world and commenting wisely upon them; 

its breadth of vision and tolerance in upholding its con

victions as to the good life; and 

the persistent editorial attitudes that justify its use of the 

word "Christian " in its title. 

DR. HAROLD FEY accepting: 

I cannot say how profoundly I am moved by this evidence of 

recognition of a half-century of service of the Christian Cen

tury. I can express thanks on behalf of Dr. Charles Clayton 

Morrison, its editor for many years, the late Dr. Paul Hutch

inson, also its .editor and my predecessor, on behalf of many 

people who were associated with them and who continue with 

the publication, and on my own behalf. Thank you very much. 
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To THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR, in recognition of 

its important contribution to the growth of its home city 

and its home state during these years; 

its reputation as a supporter of all good causes 1 and 

its record, over more than half a century, of offering 

news and comment on a high level of journalistic honesty and 

fairness. 

EUGENE C. PULLIAM accepting: 

I am very glad indeed for what Dean English said about news

papers. No one man makes the newspaper. And at the Indian

apolis Star it is the editorial staff that has made 'Jhe Star the 

great newspaper that it is. I am especially glad that Jim Cam

paigne, the great editor of 'Jhe Star, is here today. Of course 

I may be prejudiced, but I believe he is one of the greatest 

editorial writers in America. As a matter of fact, Jim should 

be up here receiving this honor rather than me. We are enor

mously proud to have been selected for this award. We do our 

very best to get out a good newspaper and we try always to 

make 'Jhe Star serve the public interest, and naturally it is 

quite gratifying to know that somebody agrees with you some

time. And to have the greatest school of journalism in America 

agree with you makes all of us at 'Jhe Star very happy. And so 

I say to you, Dean English, and to your faculty, we are very, 

very grateful to you and to Missouri University for this honor. 
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BRIGGS FITZPATRICK 

To FRANK P. BRIGGS, in recognition of 

his long career as a Jvf issouri publisher; 

STANTON 

his devotion to the high ideals of journalism; 

his unselfish service to state and nation, and 

his commendable record of fraternal helpful11ess. 

FRANK P. BRIGGS: 

I accept this award in all humbleness, knowing full well that 

this award is presented in reverse. Rather than my receiving 

an award for service to journalism, I should present an award 

to journalism for the service it has given to me for more than 

forty years. I thank you very sincerely. 
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To DANIEL R. FITZPATRICK, in recognition of 

his sympathy with the oppressed wherever they are found 

in the world, and the underdogs of all times and places 1 

his consistent championship of progress and reform day 

after day and year after year 1 and 

his genius in transferring these attitudes to pictures for 

the printed page of a great newspaper. 

DANIEL R. FITZPATRICK: 

Dean English, I am deeply grateful to you, your faculty and 

the Board of Curators for this honor. I am especially pleased 

to join the distinguished company of award winners, because 

among them are the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1932; Charles 

G. Ross, 1933; Raymond P. Brandt, 1939; Marquis Childs, 

1943; Joseph Pulitzer II, 1947; and Boyd Carroll, 1956. 

Thank you. 
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To DR. FRANK ST ANTON, in recognition of 

his successful fight for the right of the broadcaster to 

editorialize 1 

his distinguished leadership in the research and the de

velopment of electronic journalism ; 

his vigorous and courageous defense of network tele

vision 1 and 

his brilliant career as president of the Columbia Broad

casting System . 

DR. FRANK STANTON: 

Thank you for this award. I am glad to accept it for the men 

who have made CBS News. We are the youngest of the media 

of journalism; we barely got into our long pants in radio when 

television came along. We are fighting to catch up to the free

dom and liberties that our brothers have developed for them

selves and their fellow men in the printed media. On behalf of 

the Paul Whites, the Ted Churches, the Ed Murrows and the 

Sig Mickelsons who have headed CBS News and its progress 

in electronic journalism, I thank you for this award. 



THE RELIGIOUS PRESS: 
RESPONSIBLE AND FREE 

Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor, The Christian Century 



~ A HIGH PRIVILEGE to •hm in thl• intec~ting o~a.ion. 
The p10neering done by this famous school in education for journalism 
has left its impression of excellence not only on the newspapers and 
magazines of the United States and Canada, hut also on the journals of 
the Far East and other parts of the world. It is proper and fitting that the 
half-century of service rendered by the School of Journalism should be 
commemorated as it will be commemorated next year. 

I am grateful also for the opportunity of representing The Christian 
Century, the undenominational periodical which began to appear in its 
present scope also in 1908, and of expressing our gratitude to the dean 
and faculty of the School of Journalism for the recognition extended to 
this liberal and ecumenical weekly. Credit for its half century of service 
goes to many others than myself - to Charles Clayton Morrison, founder 
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of the Century and its editor for 39 years; to Paul Hutchinson, managing 
editor for 24 years and editor for nine years; and to many others, in
cluding men and women of the present staff, several of whom have records 
of service which antedate my own. On their behalf and on behalf of 
readers of many years, who may even feel your judgment confirms their 
own, I extend sincere and humble thanks. 

Perhaps the best use I can make of the privilege of addressing this 
distinguished audience is to describe the field of operation and the 
service attempted by the liberal journal of Christian opinion in Amerie;a. 
The field of operation is found among that minority of thoughtful and 
literate people who feel that a dependable knowledge of the news and 
ideas necessary for successful living must make room for the approach 
made to events and their interpretation by intelligent men and women of 
Christian faith. They assume that the faith which underlies our culture 
must be taken into account as a contemporary element in decisions; that 
the values of western civilization do inevitably find expression in history 
as it is being made as well as they have found expression in history as the 
record of the past. 

Definition of the Liberal Religious ! ournal 

A liberal journal of Christian opinion can be the organ of no party, 
sect, organization or special interest seeking to influence the churches and 
through them the social order. It is independent. The first meaning of 
that term is economic. It cannot be free unless it is able to stand on its 
own feet and pay its own way. It endeavors to bring a critical and creative 
spirit to bear on contemporary questions of a social, economic and political 
significance, showing the bearing of valid religious principles on such 
questions. It is profoundly concerned with all issues of human relations, 
national or international, ecclesiastical or cultural. And it seeks the truth 
believing that discovery of truth in any field is discovery of God. 

Journalistic freedom to seek and to express the truth is enhanced, 
we believe, rather than repressed by its identification as Christian. Every 
paper has a creed; the liberal religious paper has the advantage of being 
guided by a creed which is compatible with the principle and practice of 
freedom. Other creeds include that of Marxism, which is a religion 
guided by dialectical materialism, and which has no patience with freedom 
and no place for anything except the party line. Marxism does not require 
discussion on this occasion. Another creed, and one which is a live option 
in the United States, is secularism. It is the theory that the main business 
of man is economic and social welfare, that welfare can be and should be 
separated from questions of man's ultimate destiny or from fundamental 
philosophy. 

The general conception today is that religious liberty is only a by
product of civil liberty, which includes freedom of the press. It assumes 
that having won a general freedom of political choice, we have an in-
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cidental freedom of religious choice. This is an error. It reverses the 

actual order, as John Milton proves. When he was a young man in the 

early 17th century, 200 years before Mill, Milton visited Galileo in Italy. 
He described Galileo as "grown old, a prisoner of the Inquisition for 
thinking in astronomy otherwise than the Franciscan and Dominican 

licensers thought." Milton found the pioneer scientist and others thinking 
highly of British liberty, and although he knew their opinion was not 

wholly justified by the facts, he returned to England taking it "as a pledge 

of future happiness that other nations were so persuaded of her liberty" 
and resolved to do what one man could to make England deserve their 
good opinion. 

Milton recognized that every act of truth telling is symbolic. It 
signifies that rationality to which man is capable of rising. Timebound 
man can speak with the accents of ete1 nity when truth stirs his soul. In 

his "Second Defense of the English Perple" Milton said in 1654: "God 
himself is truth and the more honest any 1ne is in teaching truth to men, 
the most like God and the more acceptable to God he must be. It is 
blasphemous to believe that God is jealous of truth, that he does not wish 

it to spread freely among mankind." He also declared that "liberty is the 
nurse of all great wits" and if this is true, then freedom is necessary to 

the proper service of God and to the proper exercise of the intellect. 
Beginning with the conviction that the truth is one and that its service 

is the service of God, Milton opposed the idea then prevalent that books 

should not be published until some official licensed their publication. 
Such pre-censorship was not only a violation of a civil right; it was also 
an offense against the nature given man by the Creator; "When God gave 
him reason, he gave him freedom to choose, for reason is but choosing." 

At another time he defended reason as follows: "God uses (man) not to 
captivate (him) under a perpetual childhood of prescription, but trusts 

him with the gift of reason to be his own chooser." 
So Milton wrote his famous essay "Areopagitica," taking the title from 

the hill in Athens where free speech was practiced in the earliest democ
racy. Striking out for "liberty of unlicensed printing," he attacked the 
Presbyterians who then ruled England for trying to curb their critics by 

adopting a device which was born of the Inquisition. "Let truth and 
falsehood grapple," he challenged Parliament, "Whoever knew truth be 
put to the worst in a free encounter? _ .. For who knows not that truth 

is strong next to the Almighty; she needs no policies, nor stratagems, nor 
licensings to make her victorious ... _ Give her but room, and do not bind 
her when she sleeps." 

The issue was freedom for the truth to circulate on any subject, he 
insisted, and not merely for it to be exercised in religious liberty. Re

ferring to the Inquisition, Milton said: "Nor did they (the censors) stay 
in matters heretical, but any subject that was not to their palate they 

either condemned in a prohibition or had it straight into the new purga

tory of an Index. To fill up the measure of encroachment," he continued, 
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"their last invention was to ordain that no book, pamphlet or paper should 
be printed ... unless it were approved and licensed .... " He argued 
that the licensing of books would doom intellectual life and used Spain as 
an example of what the Inquisition could do to sterilize the creative mind 
of a people. The example still stands as a warning in 1958 as it did in 
1644, thanks to the Inquisition which is still in effect there. 

The Miltonian Argument Against Licensing 

Milton argued that licensing or pre-censorship is contrary to sound 
public policy but held that it is wrong chiefly because God is at work in 
history, and his will may be frustrated by censorship. To fulfill his pur
poses, he said, God raises up in every age men of "eminent and ample 
gifts, and those perhaps neither among the priests nor the pharisees." If 
we try to "stop their mouths because we fear they come with new and 
dangerous opinions," it is we who become "the persecutors of the Gospel" 
in the act ...,~ trying to defend it. It needs no such defense, he said. "Our 
testy methods of prohibiting" are "unacceptable unto God." They offend 
compared in Scripture to a streaming fountain; if her waters flow not in 
against the truth, which is no "fugitive and cloistered virtue hut is 
perpetual progression, they sicken into a muddy pool of conformity and 
tradition. A man may be a heretic in the truth; and if he believes things 
only because his pastor says so, or an assembly so determines, without 
any other reason, though his belief be true yet the very truth he holds 
becomes his heresy." ... "I fear that this iron yoke of outward conformity 
has left a slavish print upon our necks." 

Milton found in religion a valid and dynamic basis for truth, and so 
of freedom of expression. While he did not follow his own logic to its 
end, since his Puritan hackles rose at the idea of giving full liberty to 
Catholics, he nevertheless grasped the essence of a conception which is 
positive, not negative; which accords with free intellectual inquiry, and 
freedom of publication. This view is based on the faith that truth and 
God are inseparable and-' that finding one is finding the other. Writing at 
the time when the democratic theory of society was receiving its first 
practical formulation, he sought to steer man's destiny between anarchy 
and tyranny. "His prose records the evolution of his idea of liberty, but 
it was a liberty to be sought from within rather than from without, and 
its first essential was self-discipline in accordance with the highest dictates 
of virtue. That lesson we still need to learn and he in some measure still 
can teach." -Arthur E. Barker, "Milton and the Puritan Dilemma." 
(University of Toronto Press, 1944, p. xiv). 

Men of Faith Who Foresaw Freedom's Shape 

Full freedom of the press was not legally established in England until 
1695 or in the United States until the adoption of the Constitution nearly 
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a century later. It is well known that the first newspaper in the United 
States "Publick Occurrences," was suppressed in 1690 for lack of the 
very license which Milton attacked in 1644. Many were to arise and con
tend for freedom before it was won, but when it was won, it would take 
the shape foreseen by men of religion striving for freedom to speak and 
print as God gave them wisdom. One of these men of faith was John 
Robinson, the liberal nonconformist pastor of the Pilgrim Fathers whose 
writings were known in England. He preceded Milton by twenty years 
and helped to prepare the way for him. "Will any reasonable man deny 
the use and discourse of reason?" he asked. He too argued with the then 
dominant Presbyterians and said: "God, who hath made two great lights 
for the bodily eye, hath also made two great lights for the eye of the 
mind: the one, the Scriptures for her supernatural light and the other, 
reason for her natural light ... . These two are a man's own and so is not 
the authority of other men." Robinson also made room for variety. He 
opposed uniformity which suppressed opinions in the name of peace: 
"The Spirit himself waits and violates not the liberty of the reasonable 
soul by superseding the faculties thereof, but approves truth to the under
standing and moves the will without violence, with a rational force." If 
God acts thus; Robinson argued, we should follow his example and refuse 
to suppress actions which might after all be prompted by divinity himself. 

Consider briefly a third Protestant leader whose writings and whose 
statesmanship contributed mightily to freedom of expression. Roger 
Williams, founder of Rhode Island, went to England in 1643-44 to secure 
a royal charter for his colony. While there he probably met John Milton, 
either then or in 1652, when he was again in England on a similar mis
sion. Roger Williams was the first to advocate complete separation of 
church and state. He held that the magistrate had nothing to do with re
ligion. He denied secular power to the church and spiritual interests to the 
state. He insisted that a free conscience was the proper guide to conduct, 
and that complete religious liberty was the bulwark of civil freedom. He 
separated sacred and secular and made the churches voluntary and private 
associations responsible for their own membership but not for civil affairs. 
The power of the magistrate comes from the association of men in their 
natural, not their spiritual, capacities. "Consequently Williams argued, 
not that the magistrate ought to exercise forbear.ance or tolerate differ
ences of opinion, but that he is bound to allow complete freedom in re
ligion. He must defend the civil rights not merely of varieties of Christians, 
but of Jews, Turks, antichristians, pagans, even of papists, upon good 
assurance given of civil obedience to the civil state. Such rights include 
freedom of religious association and the expression of religious opinions." 
Barker, p. 92. 

Williams addressed papers containing his views to Parliament. In 
Rhode Island he granted absolute liberty of conscience in religion, and 
hence in the expression of views on all other subjects. His colony was 
chartered in the same year Milton's "Areopagitica" appeared and was 
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given a more liberal mandate ten years later. The practice of religious 
toleration in Rhode Island for more than a century before the American 
Revolution contributed to the decision which was finally made in 1789 
to make freedom.of speech, press, assembly and the right of petition, and 
the separation of church and state, the substance of the First Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States. 

In Faith and Law, the Origins of Freedom 

Here then in the interaction of the Christian faith with British and 
American law lies the origin of freedom of expression and here also is 
found its constant nurture. In each of these three men, the theory grew 
out of reflection upon the meaning of events. Freedom of the press and of 
speech was practiced before anybody developed a theory describing and 
defining this freedom. Men and women of religious faith believed they 
were responsible to God for their choices. They acted as they believed 
they must act, being impelled by their highest loyalty. The state, observing 
after many attempts at suppression and censorship that they could not 
be compelled to act differently, adjusted its concepts of liberty to permit 
them to do. what they had to do anyway. Today we have freedom of the 
press first because the Albigensians, the W aldensians, the fathers of the 
Reformation, the Quakers, Baptists and even the Jehovah's Witnesses 
began to behave as though they were free, regardless of consequences. 
We have it in the second place because men like the three I have de
scribed set forth the rationale of freedom, and especially of liberty of 
publication, in terms which finally were incorporated as law. 

It is admitted that ecclesiastical bigotry and theological obscurantism 
have sometimes betrayed liberty, and that neither is dead. But it is denied 
that they constitute an essential or even a characteristic expression of 
true religion. It is affirmed that without religion we would have no free
dom. Such men as the three we have mentioned and a multitude of others 
before and after their time show why freedom keeps breaking through 
successive crusts of conformity. It is because man knows he is responsible 
to the Eternal for the choices he makes and therefore throws aside all 
considerations of personal consequences and uses his capacity for choice 
to serve his highest conception of responsibility. 

Responsibility of the Press to Attack Religiosity 

Freedom and responsibility therefore meet on the highest level of 
commitment, and the place they meet must be guarded even against 
their professed friends. For example, while true religion defends free
dom of expression and sharpens man's sense of responsibility before God, 
false or cheap religion serves as a tranquilizer of conscience and a drug 
to the mind. Vulgarization of religion today takes many forms and a 
responsible press will challenge them all. They include the peace of mind 
cult, the "Man Upstairs" kind of sentimentality, the nationalistic notion 
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that God is Uncle Sam · in a different set of whiskers, the superstition
mongers, the psychologizers and the mass revivalists. They include the 
men who try to fasten a Christopher medal to a space missile as well as the 
men who urge soldiers to carry New Testaments over their hearts, not 
because they read them, but because they may magically stop a bullet. 

The current American fashion of religiosity has been created in part by 
the press and should be ventilated by the press. This religiosity is the 
greatest single peril faced by valid religion. It spreads a thin veneer of 
piety over millions whose church membership is nothing more than social 
conformity. It throws its approval over a statistically intoxicated revival
ism whose standard .of success is the number of card-signing conversions 
it makes of people who are already church members in most cases. Its 
disservice to religion is not its use of mass media but its exploitation of 
a shallow and irrelevant caricature of the terrible and searching demands 
of the Christian gospel. Six months after a campaign in Madison Square 
Garden or Harringay Arena or the Cow Palace, the only observable 
effect of one of the emotional balls is more people clamoring for more of 
the same kind of excitement. 

It is high time that the American press, and not the liberal religious 
press only, should venture to report and evaluate religion in depth. If 
politicians make a display of religion, as many of them do, their under
standing of religion becomes a public question and deserves analysis by 
men who are trained to discriminate concerning the history and theology 
which are involved. It is impossible to discuss the great issues of civil 
rights, or to deal effectively with various forms of totalitarianism, or to 
discuss problems of human relations, without reference to the continually 
flowing stream which waters our liberties and keeps them green. 

The liberal religious press is particularly concerned with maintaining 
freedom of thought and speech within the churches. It accomplishes this 
for the churches attended by the majority of Americans by reporting news 
and making interpretations in line with our heritage of freedom. It battles 
against efforts to impose on the churches the restrictive creed of a narrow 
biblicism or an ecclesiastical authoritarianism. To battle effectively, it 
has to recognize that creedal devices may be used to preserve the purity 
of the faith but they may also be used as instruments of personal or group 
power. Manipulators of orthodoxy are likely if not watched to stoop to 
ecclesiastical McCarthyism to gain control of agencies and organizations 
of church life. 

Necessity to Report With Candor Religious Struggles 

It is the duty of the press to ventilate such situations, to report strug
gles for power in religion with a candor and insight equal to its reporting 
of power contests in politics. It is our responsibility, as Milton said, to 
keep the fountain of our liberties flowing lest "they sicken into a muddy 
pool of conformity and tradition." To keep a spring flowing, one must 
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do more than skim leaves from the surface of the water. One must dig 
down and clear the channel so the water can flow freely. The liberal re
ligious press would welcome signs that its efforts to wield the shovel are 
about to be reinforced in the press generally. 

To the trained eye, signals are flying which indicate a major change 
in the climate of America. Domestic disruptions over civil rights, cul
minating in Little Rock, have disturbed our complacency concerning our 
own political system. They are causing Harry A. Ashmore, famous editor 
of the Arkansas Gazette, and other leaders of opinon to insist that an 
episodic treatment of the day by day story of race relations is not good 
enough, but our papers must work on the meaning behind the event. 
Sputnik has shocked us into the realization that our educational system, 
our training in science, even our boasted technical superiority, are all 
open to question. Economic recession is making us realize that work is not 
only necessary for personal comfort but is also the principal form in 
which we participate in the mission of our country, which is now in peril. 
All of this makes us turn a critical eye, as many are observing, on our 
political in!ititutions, on our educational system and on the economic 
order. What is not too readily seen is that this healthy mood of reappraisal 
and criticism certainly will and should include religion. 

The situation at Harvard University is an example. Until a month ago 
religion was riding high at America's oldest, richest and in many ways 
most influential university. Since 1953 when Nathan M. Pusey became 
president, Harvard's Christian tradition had been reasserted. The divinity 
school had been r eorganized and given millions in new endowment, an 
eminent faculty and a large new student body. Memorial Church in the 
heart of Harvard Yard was awakened to new life when the President 
brought in George A. Buttrick, one of the ten most eminent ministers in 
the country. Its congregations jumped from a couple of hundred to the 
1200 capacity of the church. 

The Bland Lead the Bland a Short Way 

Dead religion could be tolerated with indifference, but r eligion that 
was a live option demanded attention. So a month ago the "Harvard 
Crimson" opened a campaign to call all this into question, to assert an 
"equality of religions" at Memorial Church and to reduce the status of 
religion at Harvard to "minimal" terms. Almost immediately a coalition 
took form behind the "Crimson's" campaign. Non-Christians, secularists, 
philosophers, nationalists, fringe church groups, and a variety of others 
combined to demand that the sponsors of the revival of religion at Harvard 
answer some of the really hard questions: Is any religion an acceptable 
center of unity for the wide-ranging intellectual quests of a university? 
Is the form of religion preached at Memorial Church sufficiently equipped 
with elements of universality for that situation? Is an "equality of re
ligions" a valid objective and if not, in what does the asserted superiority 



TUE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BULLETIN 24 

of Christianity consist? Is the committed man unfitted to teach, or is the 
ideal of objectivity impossible and undesirable of attainment? Is secular
ism itself a creed, and is it superior to other creeds? Can any other 
basis be found for freedom in our culture than that which is provided in 
the Judeo-Christian tradition? Is any other option as live as this one 
today? 

I believe this situation at Harvard to be prophetic of what is about 
to happen to the country as a whole. "The bland led the bland" only for 
a short time at Harvard and now all the hard questions demand to be 
answered. Only a paper owned and edited by students would have the 
courage to raise such a swarm of issues in one campaign. But the issues 
are real, and sooner or later they would have raised themselves. Yesterday 
the "bland led the bland" throughout the land. Today conformities are 
beginning to be challenged everywhere and a cloud of criticism and 
questioninµ; can be seen coming over the horizon. WhP.ther the storm 
breaks in destruction or serves only to water well-planted fields depends in 
part on the conduct of the American press. If it fears freedom. it will duck 
the hard questions and run for cover, deserting the people. If it loves the 
liberty which is our most precious heritage, it can serve as an instrument 
bv which the American spirit can thresh out what can still be a glorious 
destiny. Surely faith in freedom will lead to active encouragement of 
debate on the most important of all issues. 



MEDALISTS OF FORMER YEARS, 1930-1957 
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1930: The New York Times; La Prensa, of Buenos Aires; Ward A. Neff, 
Corn Belt Farm Dailies; Percy S. Bullen, London Daily Telegraph; E. W. 
Stephens, Columbia (Mo.) Herald. 

1931: The Baltimore Sun; The Manchester Guardian; Robert P. Scripps, 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers; Houston Harte, San Angelo (Tex.) Stand
ard Times ; Henry .F. Childers, Troy (Mo.) Free Press. 

1932: The St. Louis Post-Dispatch ; The Frankfurter Zeitung ; Casper S. 
Yost, St. Louis Globe-Democrat; Frank W. Rucker, Independence (Mo.) 
Examiner. 

1933: The Kansas City Star; The Japan Advertiser; The Times, of 
London; Malvina Lindsay, Washington Post; Charles G. Ross, St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch; Harry J. Grant, Milwaukee Journal; J. P. Tucker, Park
ville (Mo.) Gazette. 

1934: The Des Moines Register and Tribune ; The Melbourne Argus, of 
Melbourne,-Australia; The Churchman, of New York City; Herbert W. 
Walker, Newspaper Enterprise Association; Robert M. White, Mexico 
(Mo.) Ledger. 

1935: The Dallas News; The Montreal Star ; James Wright Brown, 
Editor and Publisher, New York; Harry E. Taylor, Jr., Traer (la.) Star
Clipper; William E. Southern, Jr., Independence (Mo.) Examiner. 

1936: The New York Herald-Tribune; The Tokyo Asahi; Frank W. 
Taylor, Jr., St. Louis Star-Times; Earle Pearson, Advertising Federation 
of America; William R. Painter, Carrollton (Mo.) Democrat. 

1937: The New Orleans Times-Picayune; Dietrick Lamade, Grit, Wil
liamsport, Pa ; Harry E. Rasmussen, Austin (Minn.) Daily Herald ; W. J. 
Sewall, Carthage (Mo.) Press. 

1938: The New York Sun ; The Toronto Star ; Mary Margaret McBride, 
Columbia Broadcasting System; E. E. Swain, Kirksville (Mo.) Daily 
Express. 

1939: Louisville Courier-Journal; The Times of India; Raymond P. 
Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch; Joseph Glenn Babb, The Associated 
Press; Wallace Crossley, Warrensburg (Mo.) Star-Journal; H.J. Blanton, 
Monroe ~ounty (Paris, Mo.) Appeal. 

1940: The Portland Oregonian; Lyle Campbell Wilson, United Press 
Associations; James Kelly Pool, Jefferson City (Mo.) Capital-News. 

1941: The Chicago Daily News; Ta Kung Pao, Chungking, China ; The 
Southeast Missourian, Cape Girardeau, Mo. ; Leland Stowe, The Chicago 
Daily News; Frank H. King, The Associated Press; Ralph H. Turner, 
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Newspaper Enterprise Association; H. S. Jewell, Springfield (Mo.) News
papers, Inc. 

1942: The Cleveland Plain Dealer; Henry T. Ewald, Campbell-Ewald 
Company, Detroit; John B. Powell, China Weekly Review, Shanghai; 
Pierre J. Huss, International News Service; John Donald Ferguson, Mil
waukee Journal. 

1943: The Christian Science Monitor; El Universal, of Mexico City; 
Edwin L. James, New York Times; David M. Warren, Panhandle (Tex.) 
Herald; L. Mitchell White, Mexico (Mo.) Ledger. 

1944: The Milwaukee Journal; A Noite, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; The 
Atlantic Monthly; Frederic William Goudy; John Rippey Morris, United 
Press Associations; Charles Nutter, The Associated Press; Clarence E. 
Watkins, The Chillicothe (Mo. ) Constitution-Tribune. 

1945: The Washington Post; The London Daily Express; Harper's 
Magazine; Robert J. Casey, Chicago Daily News; Foster B. Hailey, New 
York Times; William E. Freeland, Taney County (Mo.) Republican. 

1946: The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin; Gotesborgs Handels-och Sj o
forts-Tidnings; The Ladies' Home Journal; H. A. Batten, N. W. Ayer & 
Son, Inc.; E. Lansing Ray, St. Louis Globe-Democrat; Edwin Moss Wil
liams, United Press Associations. 

1947: The San Francisco Chronicle; Hal Boyle, The Associated Press; 
F. M. Flynn, The New York Daily News; William L. Laurence, The New 
York Times; Joseph Pulitzer, The St. Louis Post-Dispatch; George Yates, 
The Des Moines Register and Tribune. 

1948: The Atlanta Journal; Life; David C.H. Lu, Central News Agency 
of China; Don D. Patterson, Scripps-Howard Newspapers; Inez Robb, 
International News Service; Jack Shelley, WHO, Des Moines; Joyce A. 
Swan, Minneapolis Star and Tribune. 

1949: The Memphis Commercial Appeal; The Saturday Evening Post; 
Elmer Davis, ABC; Alfonso Johnson; John S. Knight, Knight Newspapers. 

1950: Nieuwe Rotterdamse Courant; The St. Louis Star-Times; Oveta 
Culp Hobby, Houston (Tex.) Post; Joe Alex Morris; Arthur Hays Sulz
berger, The New York Times; James Todd, Moberly (Mo.) Monitor-Index. 

1951: Marquis Childs; George Horace Gallup; The Minneapolis Star 
and Tribune; George H. Scruton, The Sedalia (Mo.) Demorcat; Lee Hills, 
The Miami (Fla.) Herald. 

1952: Charles C. Clayton, St. Louis Globe-Democrat; Fairfax M. Cone, 
Foote, Cone & Belding; Alexander F. Jones, Syracuse (N.Y.) Herald-
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American; The Providence Journal and The Evening Bulletin; Clifton M. 
Utley, NBC; John H. Wolpers (posthumously), Poplar Bluff (Mo.) 
American Republic. 

1953: The Washington (D.C.) Star; Hugh Baillie, United Press Associa
tions; E. L. Dale, The Carthage (Mo.) Evening Press; Doris Fleeson ; J. 
J. Kilpatrick, Richmond (Va. ) News-Leader; Sol Taishoff, Broadcasting
Telecasting; Paul Thompson, U. of Texas. 

1954: Le Figaro, Paris, France; The Cleveland Press; The National 
Geographic Magazine; Turner Catledge, The New York Times; Joseph 
Costa, King Features; Harry D. Guy, The Dallas (Texas) News; W. C. 
Hewitt, The Shelby County Herald, Shelbyville, Mo. 

1955: Neue Zuercher Zeitung, Zurich, Switzerland; The Omaha World
Herald; The St. Joseph (Mo. ) News-Press and Gazette; Walter C. John
son, Southern Newspaper Publishers Association; Carroll B. Larrabee, 
Printers' Ink Publishing Co.; Hugh B. Terry, KLZ, Denver. 

1956: The Los Angeles Times; Louis N. Bowman, Tri-County News 
(King City, Mo.); Boyd Carroll, St. Louis Post-Dispatch; Allen Kander, 
Allen Kander & Co., Washington, D.C.; Alfred H. Kirchhofer, Buffalo 
(N.Y.) Evening News; William Mapel, Publishers' Association of New 
York City. 

1957: Honolulu Star-Bulletin ; Elon Borton, Pres., Adv~rtising Federa
tion of America; Clint H. Denman, former Editor and Publisher, Sikeston 
(Mo.) Herald; Ralph McGill, Editor, Atlanta Constitution; Vernon Carl 
Myers, Publisher, Look; Roy A. Roberts, Editor, Kansas City Star; Hol
lington Tong, Ambassador from Nationalist China to the United States. 
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