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Sexy Sam the sandwich man 
Before fast-food hamburgers and tacos 

were available near campus, there was 

Sexy Sam the Seductive Sandwich Man. 

I uncovered Sexy Sam while researching 

illustrations for our story on Missouri 

Showme magazine (see Page 16). Always 

one to sniff out an opportunity, Mitch 

Murch, BS BA '52, of Chesterfield, Mo., 

was the epitome of entrepreneurship as a 

student. He attributes the profit-making 

proclivity to his mother, Mildred, who got 

him started selling the Saturday Evening 

Post and ice cream door-to-door at age 8. 

Murch details his business plan: 

He repainted a used van that he bought 

from a florist's shop for $50. He and his 

Photo by Sind•ir Rogers 

Mitch Murch sells sandwiches to Pi Beta Phi coeds 
in the February 1950 issue of Missouri Showme 
magazine. 

newlywed wife, Elaine, Educ '52, would stick three bricks in their Quonset hut's 

oven midday. Then, after dinner, they'd prepare cold and hot sandwiches: PB&J, 

chicken salad, hot dogs and chili dogs priced from 10 cents to 25 cents. The bricks 

helped keep the dogs hot. Murch and his Kappa Sigma brothers hit Greektown streets 

at 8:30 p.m., spreading out from the van with their sandwich boxes. Making deliveries 
to sororities offered the side benefit ofletting the guys see some gals in their nighties, 

Murch reports. At some point, one of the coeds dubbed him Sexy Sam, and the 

name stuck. Murch paid the brothers so cents an hour and pocketed the profits. 

He had cabbaged onto an all-cash biz to support him and his new bride. Sweet. 

Are you smiling? Humor is the tie that binds this issue of MIZZOU. An essay by 

alumnus Ron Powers, BJ '63, chronicles the enduring comic vision of the Master of 

American humor, Samuel Langhorne Clemens, aka Mark Twain (Page 26). Another 

graduate, Guy Nicolucci, BJ '86, writes edgy late-night quips for comedian and host 

Conan O'Brien (Page 32). Student contributors to the now deceased Missouri Showme 
magazine (one of whom is Powers) thought they were funny in a risque way 

(Page 16). Also, a handful of dear readers recount some weird, wild stuff from their 

college days (Page 36). Some of those stories may have improved with age. 

Dive in. If we tickle your memory, tell us about it. 

- Karen Flandermeyer Worley, BJ '73 
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The champs 

Mizzou athletics have been a topic of conversation 

around the office and among readers across the 

state, the nation and the world, for that matter. 

And no, it's not just basketball. 

Steve Herndon, BS HE '68 of Fountain Hills, 

Ariz., called to remind us that the 1954 baseball 

team did not win Mizzou's only team national 

title ["The Places He's Been," Class Notes, Spring 

2006]. The 1965 men's indoor track team, of which 

Herndon was part, also won a title. We're glad to 

recognize their athletic achievement, too. 

In all, Mizzou athletes have earned two team 

national titles, two track relay national titles and 

12 individual national titles. To bring it to the pres

ent tense, see Page 40 for a story about a dominant 

Mizzou wrestler adding his name to the list. See 

Page 14 for a less known example of national 

prominence. 

Speaking of dominance and prominence, the 

most response we received regarding any story 

in Spring 2006 was about Econ 51 guru Walter 

Johnson. A few of the many letters and e-mails 

about this favorite professor appear below. 

Also, a correction: Stephanie Craft should have 

been identified as an associate, not assistant, 

professor of journalism in "Doors to Discovery" 

[Spring 2006]. 

Thanks for writing and calling, and keep 

reading. 
MIZZOU magazine staff 

The legends of Econ 51 

Thank you for your wonderful article on 

Walter Johnson ["Guns, Butter and Walter 

Johnson," Spring 2006 ). I was hoping you 

would include the streaking incident, and I 

was not disappointed! 

I would like to give credit to the pho

tographer who captured that "legendary" 

moment. As pre-journalism students, Patti 

Adams, A&S '76, and I were struggling to 

keep up in Econ 51. One night we were 

grousing about the class and wondering 

if our dismal grades would keep us out of 

the J-School. That's when our friend Mike 

Shortess, Engr '76 (now deceased), came 
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up with the idea of streaking across the 

Middle bush Auditorium stage during one 

ofJohnson's lectures. 

As Mike sprinted behind the podium at 

the appointed time, Patti was ready with 

her Hasselblad. She gave the photo to the 

Campus Digest, which ran it on the front 

page. Afterward, we met with Johnson. 

To our relief, he was genuinely amused by 

the whole ordeal and even asked for a copy 

of the photo. 

He then graciously guided us through 

our Econ 51 confusion. We both passed, 

our GPAs unscathed. We thought we got 

extra attention because of our prank, but 

judging from your article, Johnson made 

every student who sought him out feel 

special. 

Leesa Clark Stone, BJ '79 
Kingston Springs, Tenn. 

We received our MIZZOU magazine 

and to my surprise found a delightful 

story about Walter Johnson. Good old 

Middlebush Hall. 

From 1974 to 1976, I was the admin

istrative assistant in the Department of 

Economics, and Johnson was one of my 

favorites. The description of his office in the 

story was so real that I can still see it today. 

MIZZOU MAIL l11 

John Kuhlman, another master of Econ 51 along 

with Walter Johnson, explains the basics of 

economics to MU students in this 1979 photo. 

I also remember asking him how he ever 

found anything in his office. True to form, 

when I would tell him I needed something, 

he would know right where to find it. 

He was always full of life and excite

ment. The students loved his classes 

and him. The two years I worked in 

economics were two of the best I can 

remember-with a smile. Johnson 

helped put that smile there . 

Cindy Tyler 
Bartlett, Tenn. 

One of my fondest memories of Walter 

Johnson (I believe this was in Money 

and Banking) was his summation 

of selling short: 

"He who sells what isn't his'n, 

Buys it back or goes to prison." 

Ah, those were the days . 

Leah S. Rubin, BA '71 

Wildwood, Mo. 

I enjoyed the comments about Walter 

Johnson in the recent issue. Although I did 

not have Johnson while at Mizzou, I did 
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have an excellent economics instructor, 

John Kuhlman. I wa glad to notice he was 
mentioned in the article, as well. 

I took Econ 51 in the late 1960s. I 
still, to this day, remember that class and 

some of what I learned. Amazing. I had no 
interest whatsoever in economics when I 
enrolled, but soon I came to understand 

and appreciate economics - all because of 
the professor. It is a fine memory indeed. 

Kay Hoflander, BJ '69 
Higginsville, Mo. 

President, MU Parents Association 

Age is relative 

We enjoyed the Spring 2006 issue, as 
usual. The editor's letter about past 
reunions was particularly of interest as 

my wife, Peggy Leonard Pitzer, Educ '55, 
and I had attended my 5oth in May of last 

year and appreciated the event. I would 
like to think we have not aged quite 

4 MIZZOI 

When was the last time 

you escaped to one of 

Missouri 's wineries? 

Grab some friends. 

Plan your getaway today. 

Call 800-392-WINE for the 

Missouri winery nearest you. 

www.missouriwlne.org 

as much as the Pickells, 

who attended 

their 5oth 

reunion in 

1949, as evi

denced by 

your cover 

picture. At 

least I am not 

using a cane, as was 

Mr. Pickell. 

A few years ago, 

around the year 2000, we 

attended a Homecoming 

football game. While there, 

my wife decided she would visit 

her old room in the Kappa Alpha 

Theta sorority house. Upon enter

ing the room, she met one of its 

occupants. When my wife informed 

the young lady that this had been 

her room in 1955, the girl's eyes grew 
wide. Her obvious thought was that here 
was someone much older than her mother, 
whom she considered to be ancient. 

After a few minutes of visiting with the 
young lady, my wife returned in a rather 

indignant but humorous frame of mind 
because of the reaction she had received. 

I pointed out to my wife that her reaction 
would have been similar if an older 

woman had come into the room in 1955 
and told her that it had been her sleeping 

quarters in 1910. 

Time does fly. 

Retired Col. Lee R. Pitzer, BA '55 
O'Fallon, Ill. 

Missouri Gothic 
Congratulations to art director Dory 

Colbert on seeing the possibilities in a 
black and white snapshot ofRalph and 
Daisy Gordon Pickell (Cover, Spring 2006 ]. 
The striking color composition of the 
cover motif catches the spirit and mood 
of the senior generation in the mid-South 

of the 1930s and 1940s well enough to 

bring back many 

memories of neigh

bors in my younger years. 

It can stand alongside Grant 
Wood's gothicized couple as 

a cultural icon. 

Leonard Benson, BA ' 41 
Hillsdale, N.Y. 

From fountain clerk 
tolabwork 

John Beahler's story 

on "Wrestlin' gators, 

flippin' burgers, 

pushin' cigs, shovelin' 

manure ... " (Winter 

2006] was a pleasure 

to read. It reawakened 

many memories I cher-
ish and prompted me to list 

those jobs that made it all possible for me. 
They often clashed with my social life, but 

despite two jobs at MU, I frequently visited 
the chess game. 

During high school there was farm 

work, a grocery job and a position as a drug 
store fountain clerk. First year at Southeast 
Missouri State Teachers College (now uni
versity), I worked in pharmacy drug manage
ment and delivery. Second year at St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy, I was a drug store clerk. 
Uncle Sam then requested my services. 
I volunteered for four years, obtained flu

ency in Russian at Syracuse University and 
served as a language specialist reporting to 
the National Security Administration. 

While at MU studying chemistry from 
1954- 56, two jobs helped: a position as 
chemistry lab assistant and an appointment 
to tutor, in German, a blind candidate for 

a doctorate in psychology. I worked more 
as a lab tech while in medical school at the 
University ofTennessee-Memphis and then 
had various jobs while I was a resident in 

surgery with a meager stipend. None of 
this includes the many summer jobs I've 
had: manufacturing, laundry and cleaning, 
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rural pickup and delivery, vacuum cleaner 

salesman and lab tech at Ellis Fischel Cancer 

Center in Columbia. 

You and your staff are to be congratu-

through college courses when he was with 

the MU Alumni Association. For instance, 

he insisted I take courses taught by John 

Neihardt, the epic poet of the American 

lated for such an outstanding magazine. West. It turned out to be a one-of-a-kind 

Thank you for it. experience. Jean was one of the sharpest, 

Don D. Duke, BA '56 nicest guys I ever met. We all miss him 

Memphis, Tenn. and appreciate your remembering him in 

MIZZOU. 

Memories of a mentor Karl]. Yehle, BJ •59 

In the spring issue I saw a photo of students Overland Park, Kan. 

at Tiger Plaza ("Keep your hands off these 

Columns"] and saw the bronze tiger that 

was placed there in honor of my old friend 

and mentor, the late Jean Madden, BS Ed '50, 

MA 'si. Knowing Jean's unequalled Mizzou 

spirit, I wondered if he and the Tiger weren't 

keeping an eye on Missouri. 

I turned the page, and there was a 

story and photo of Jean. What a pleasant 

surprise. Jean was a fraternity brother of 

mine in Phi Kappa Psi. He helped guide me 
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MIZZOU magazine welcomes your letters, 

which may be edited for length, clarity 

and style. Please include your daytime 

telephone number, address, degree and 

year. Address: 407 Donald W. Reynolds 

Alumni Center, Columbia, MO 65211; 

phone: (573} 882-7357; fax: (573} 882-7290; 

e-mail: mizzou@missouri.edu 
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Figuring farm to market 
The researchers at Mizzou's Food and 

Agricultural Policy Research Institute 
(FAPRI) can calculate how a drought will 
affect everything from corn prices to the 
cost of raising livestock to how much more 
consumer will pay at the supermarket. They 
do uch analysis each year for Congress - as 
they did in early March 2006- and they can 
do it for Springfield and Singapore alike. 

"If anything happens in one country, 
we can trace it impact to other countries," 
say Abner Womack, FAPRI co-director 

and professor of agricultural economics. 
Each year, Womack and fellow researchers, 
including some at Iowa State and other 
univer ities, develop economic models and 
crunch numbers that create a baseline and 

10-year outlook for worldwide agriculture. 
That baseline basically provides a start

ing point. By then changing factors within 
their models, FAPRI researchers can answer 
certain "what if?" questions for legislators 
in the state, nation and world. They provide 

information regularly and become more 

heavily involved when it's time for Congress 
to develop a new farm bill. 

Likewise, individual farmers can use the 
models to figure out how ever-changing 
factors might affect their own budgets. The 
models can determine, for example, how 
rising fuel prices might affect agriculture 
markets worldwide, but they can also help 
a farmer decide whether to buy that new 

FOR ALL WE CALL 

zz 
Raised: $639.4 million 

Goal: $I billion 

The For AU We Call Mizzou c:ampalgn is making 
steady progress toward its goal of ralsing $• billion 
by Dec. 31, 2oo8. 
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tractor or hold off on expansion. 

Researchers vet the yearly numbers again 
and again, at presentations around the 
state, in meetings with commodity groups 
and in consultation with other experts. Such 
vetting is necessary before taking a report to 
Congress. Even though FAPRI doesn't make 

policy recommendations, the information it 
provides helps guide those who do. 

"If you're going to Congress and talking 
about billions of dollars," Womack says, 

"you've got to be right." 

More: fapri.missouri.edu 

Rewarding student leaders 
High school seniors with high academic 
ability and leadership qualities have new 
incentives to choose Mizzou: A s1,ooo schol
arship or a laptop computer. Thirty fresh
men will be selected to receive the incentive 

as part of the Harry and Ann Cornell 
Leadership Program beginning this fall in 
the College ofBusiness. 

Harry M. Cornell, BS BA '50, and his wife, 
Ann, of Carthage, Mo., pledged S4 million 
to the college to establish the program 
and enhance the building that bears their 

name, Cornell Hall. They were instrumen
tal in securing funding for the building, 

completed in 2002. 
The leadership program will include 

100 students across all grade levels. They 
will visit corporations, take honors courses 
related to leadership and interact with 

nationally recognized business leaders, 
says Assistant Dean Mary Beth Marrs, who 
will direct the program. "We're looking for 

well-rounded students with high abilities 
who are also leaders in organizations and 

sports," Marrs says. 
Cornell started out as a salesman at 

Leggett & Platt, Inc. in 1950. The company 
was a regional manufacturer of springs and 

bedding until 1960, when Cornell took over 
and transformed it into a Fortune 500 com

pany with annual sales of SS-29 billion. 
The generosity of donors such as the 

Comells brings the For All We Call Mizzou cam

paign total to S639.4 million as of April 15, 2006. 

Sound advice 
Currently, Mizzou has the highest five-year 
and six-year graduation rates of any public 
university in Missouri. Mizzou's professional 
academic advisers and faculty advisers can't 
take sole credit, of course, but they can take 
this news as validation for their work. 

If you're an adviser, a typical day might 

go something like this: One student walks 
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Lightning up Mizzou: The beauty of a bolt of 
lightning striking near Memorial Tower is one 
of the good things about the spring storms that 
hit Columbia in late March and early April. The 
bad thing: hail damage to homes and vehicles. 
There was approximately $150,000 of damage 
on campus, mostly to greenhouses. 

into your office to discuss what classes to 

take. Another - perhaps a truly fresh fresh

man - comes in feeling bewildered by 

navigating such a large campus. Yet another 

is suffering severe academic woes. Then 

SUMMER 2006 

you get a phone call from a student's parent 

about a traumatic event that might lead to 

some time off school. 

"You have to be able to switch gears at 

a moment's notice," says Lynn McKinnon, 

an adviser for five years in the College of 

Education and chair of the Advisors Forum. 

You also have to be able to walk students 

through the scenarios above and guide 

them toward resolution and graduation. 

That's tricky, especially because many 

advisers handle far more students than the 

national recommendation of 300. 

"You just have to want to be in a helping 

profession," says Ruth Wright, chair of the 

Advising Council and an adviser for 22 years. 

"It's not about the big bucks." 

Advisers also stress self-reliance to those 

students whose lives have been microman

aged before college. But some advice is 

surprisingly simple: Go to class. Not cutting 

class is a better predictor of success than 

test scores or high school GPA, Wright says. 

When mom or dad are no longer around 

to roust a young scholar out of bed early, 

attending class devoutly also is an indicator 

of self-reliance - or at least self-discipline. 

Springtime for Kemper 
This spring, like every spring since 1991, 

MU's chancellor made a series of visits to 

the classrooms of some of the University's 

best teachers. In April, Brady Deaton stepped 

unannounced into five classrooms to deliver 

MU's highest teaching awards, the William T. 

Kemper Fellowships for Teaching Excellence. 

The Kemper award comes with plenty of 

prestige, not to mention a check for $10,000. 

Here are this year's winners: 

• Stephen Easton, associate professor of law 

· Joan Hermsen, associate professor of 

sociology 

· William Kerwin, associate professor of 

English 

• Paul Miceli, professor of physics 

· Thomas Phillips, professor of biological 

sciences 

AR 0 UN D T H E C 0 LUM NS 1~11 

Briefly 
· Poet and English 

Professor Scott Cairns 

was one of 187 artists, 

scholars and scientists 

chosen from thousands of applicants to 

receive a 2006 Guggenheim Fellowship 

Award. Cairns will study the monastic 

culture and mysticism of Mount Athas in 

Greece. Beginning in August, Cairns also 

will lead the Center for Literary Arts and 

the Creative Writing Program. 

·A recent employment survey of MU 

graduates found more than a thousand 

new graduates from fall 2004, winter 

2005 and summer 2005 working in 

Missouri. Of the 4,032 graduates, 2,050 

(51 percent) responded to the survey. Most 

respondents (87 percent) said they were 

working at jobs related to their degrees, 

and 75 percent were working in Missouri. 

The median annual salary was $32,700. 

. Mizzou is in good company. In 2005, The 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 

ofTeaching designated the University as 

comprehensive doctoral with medical/ 

veterinary. MU is one of only 78 U.S. 

universities, and the only public institution 

in Missouri, with this array of programs. 

More: carnegiefoundation .org 

· At its March 24 meeting in Rolla, Mo., 

the University of Missouri Board of 

Curators approved a tuition increase of 

5 percent for 2006-07, beginning with 

the summer session. Undergraduates 

who are Missouri residents will pay 

$227.30 per credit hour. Non-residents 

will pay $569.50 per credit hour. Room 

and board charges will increase 4-4 

percent. Including fees, that translates to 

approximately $14,308 for residents per 

year and $23,890 for nonresidents taking 

14 hours of course work each semester. 
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Former director resigns 
Todd Coleman, who erved as executive 

director of the MU Alumni Association 

from 1994 to 2004, resigned in April from 

his executive director position with the 

Purdue University Alumni Association. The 

resignation follows disclosure that Coleman 

took S68,ooo from the Council for Alumni 

Association Executives when he was its 

treasurer from July 2001 to December 2004. 

Working with its external auditors, 

Williams Keepers LLC, the MU Alumni 

A ociation has verified that Coleman did 

not misappropriate MU Alumni Association 

funds during hi tenure at MU. 

"Our commitment to our members is our 

number one priority," says Jay Dade, presi

dent of the association. "We are a strong 

organization and remain financially solid. 

We will continue our mission to serve the 

best interests and traditions of MU." 

The chemistry of mentoring 
In November 2005, chemistry Associate 

Professor Sheryl Tucker was one of 

just 10 individuals nationwide to win a 

Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, 

Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring. 

The award, which comes with a s10,ooo 

grant, goes to people who enhance participa-

Photo by j.;i.mes Y.ates 

Chemistry Associate Professor Sheryl Tucker, 
right, won a Presidential Award for Excellence 

in Science, Mathematics and Engineering 

Mentoring. She is shown here with Kassie Stanley, 

11, and graduate student Jena Whetstine during a 
Magic of Chemistry program in March. 
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tion of underrepresented groups in science 

and technology programs. 

The key word in that barrage of bureau

cratic language: mentoring. 

Tucker dutifully recounts the awards cer

emony in Washington, D.C., replete with dig

nitaries in a grand room in the Eisenhower 

Office Building overlooking the White 

House grounds. But when she talks about 

her work with students, she truly lights up. 

For starters, since 1999, more than 

2,000 Girl Scouts and 750 volunteers have 

participated in Tucker's program, Magic of 

Chemistry. She works with girls who come 

from the 18 counties surrounding MU to 

tackle fun chemistry problems. In the Case 

of the Unsigned Letter, for example, the 

youngsters become crime scene investiga

tors as they analyze "goop" found on the let

ter as well as powder and soil found nearby. 

Both the American Chemical Society and 

the Girl Scouts of the USA have recognized 

the quality ofTucker's semiannual program. 

But she also works daily with graduate 

students and undergraduates in her classes 

and lab. "In my research program, I men

tor graduate students, and they mentor 

undergraduates. Whatever students wind 

up doing, they will have people who work 

under them. If they can help others develop 

their potential, they'll get nothing but a 

positive return for that, whether it be profit 

or just feeling good." 

She feels good. 

Piecing together history 
When Alexander Cohn discovered an old 

cardboard box marked "Keep. Do Not Sell." he 

serendipitously uncovered a history that had 

been hidden for decades. Cohn, MA '06, was an 

intern at The Birmingham News when he found 

thousands of negatives documenting the civil 

rights movement in and near Birmingham, 

Ala. Most of the photos, shot between 1950 

and 1965, had never been published. 

"I was shocked," he says. "I'm not a 

historian, but I know a lot about the city's 

history. Yet I had never seen these photos or 

heard these stories. I assumed others didn't 
know either." 

The images include the weary faces of 
Denise McNair's relatives coping with the 

news of her being missing in the Sixteenth 

Street Baptist Church bombing; West End 

High School students protesting the enroll

ment of black students; and the Rev. Fred 

Shuttlesworth sitting in the whites-only 

waiting room at Terminal Station. 

Cohn, of Birmingham, dedicated his 

journalism master's project to finding out 

as much as he could about the photos. After 

his internship, he returned to the city and 

interviewed photographers, clergymen, civil 

rights movement participants, historians 
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and other witnesses . The Birmingham News 

published some of the photos for the first 

time in a special section titled "Unseen. 

Unforgotten." Multimedia presentations 

with pictures and interviews also are online. 

One of Cohn's favorite photos is of 

Freedom Rider Genevieve Hughes reading 

a newspaper after a mob set fire to the 

Greyhound bus she was traveling on. "It's 

poignant," he says. "She is in the middle of 

it. She's wondering, 'What are we going to 

do?' You can see the fatigue in her face ." 

The project sparked a renewed interest 

in Shuttlesworth, whom Cohn describes as 

a man who talked the talk and walked the 

walk. Shuttlesworth was a contemporary 

of Martin Luther King Jr. and a leader in the 
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Alex Cohn, MA '06, uncovered thousands of 

negatives documenting the civil rights move

ment. Above, the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth posts 

bail at the Birmingham jail after sitting in the 

white section of a city bus on Oct. 28, 1958. Left, 

officials search for three missing civil rights work

ers in Neshoba County, Miss., on June 27, 1964. 

The bodies of James Chaney, Andrew Goodman 

and Michael Schwerner were later found buried 

beneath a dam. 

civil rights movement. "When King came 

to Birmingham, Shuttlesworth brought the 

people," Cohn says. 

Cohn believes it's important that the 

photos come to light. "One of the great

est lessons of the 20th century was the 

experience and struggle for civil rights 

in Birmingham," he says. "It needs to be 

remembered." 

More: www.al.com/unseen 

Mad about plaid 
Mizzou spirit is often enthusiastic or 

even rowdy, but now it's also chic and 

sophisticated. Enter the Tiger Tartan 

(think Burberry). This fall , fleece stadium 

blankets, neckties, tailgating tablecloths 

and tote bags will showcase MU's new 

official plaid, designed by MU senior Lauren 

Drufke-Mahe. 

The striking plaid is a weave of not just 

black and gold, but also accent lines of white 

AROUND THE COLUMNS lll 
and subtle hints of red and blue. University 

landmarks and history inspired Drufke

Mahe's design, for which she won a ssoo 
scholarship. "Black and gold were the basis 

of my pattern because those colors are 

Mizzou," she says. "I subtly used crimson red 

and blue to incorporate our historic colors, 

which made the plaid more interesting. Most 

important, I used gold lines to incorporate 

the Columns into my tartan because they 

represent strength and endurance of the past, 

present and future." 

The Tiger Tartan is the culmination of 

a semester-long project and contest of the 

textile and apparel management depart

ment. Nearly 100 students - enrolled in 

computer-aided design, branding, product 

development, and consumer research and 

analysis courses - participated in the cre

ation, development and licensing of the 

plaid. Jana Hawley, assistant professor of 

textile and apparel management, describes 

the project as a great learning process that 

involved all aspects of the industry. 

Twelve design students created the 

plaids at the beginning of the winter semes

ter. A focus group evaluated the plaids' 

design, marketability and long-term appeal. 

They chose the top four designs, and nearly 

6,500 faculty, staff, alumni and students 

chose their favorite in an online poll. 

''I'm honored that I can contribute to 

MU's history," Drufke-Mahe says. "I just 

can't stop smiling about 
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Pork: heart-healthy meat? 
Million of people are adding heart-healthy 

omega-3 fatty acids to their diets by taking 
supplements or eating more of certain fish. 
Unfortunately, supplements cost money, 
some fish may contain harmful levels of 
mercury, and humans don't make their own 

omega-3 acids. 

But don't give up hope. Based on recent 
re earch at MU and other institutions, a new 

ource of omega-3 fatty acids may be on the 
horizon, albeit a far horizon: It's pork. But 

not just any pork. 

Randall Prather, professor of reproduc
tive biology, and others at MU's National 
Swine Resource and Research Center, made 

international headlines by collaborating on 
the creation of transgenic pigs containing 

the omega-3 fatty acids. 

If the pigs eventually enter the food chain, 
Prather says, they could provide healthier 
meat for human consumption and hardier 

pigs that could mean more profits for farmers. 
Also, because pigs and humans share a 

similar heart physiology, researchers could 
soon use the transgenic pigs as models to 
study the effects of raising levels of omega-3 
in the body, Prather says. "It could allow us to 
see how that helps cardiovascular function." 

Beyond the mammogram 
Mammography is the only screening 

tool that has been proven to reduce mor
tality from breast cancer, yet it misses 

around 40 percent of early breast cancer in 
pre-menopausal women and 15 percent in 
post-menopausal women. Early detection 
is critical because the five-year survival rate 

is near 100 percent when doctors find the 
disease early. Ed Sauter, professor of surgical 
oncology; Sue Deutscher, associate professor 
of biochemistry; and Tom Quinn, professor 

of biochemistry, are researching a method 
for early detection of breast cancer that may 
complement mammography. 

The team's research focuses on can
cer markers that may be present in fluid 
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surrounding the nipple, or nipple aspirate 
fluid (NAF). The fluid is extracted much like 
one might extract breast milk. Deutscher 

explains that nearly 90 percent of adenocar
dnomas (cancers that begin in cells lining 
the inside of organs that produce substances 
such as hormones or milk) show a missing 
sugar within the cell. "We want to deter
mine if NAF would perhaps be an enriched 
source of these abnormal sugars or markers," 

Deutscher says. If the abnormal sugars prove 
to be present in NAF, a simple test for them 
may reveal the early stages of breast cancer. 

In the first phase of research, 92 percent 

of cancer samples and 4 percent of benign 
samples showed abnormal sugars in the NAF. 

The team hopes their research will 

lead to a screening tool that works with 

mammography. The presence of abnormal 
sugars in a patient's NAF would suggest 

that a mammogram is necessary. Or, if a 
mammogram shows a mass, the presence 
of abnormal sugars in NAF could help 

determine that the mass is cancerous, but 
an absence of sugars could suggest that the 
mass is benign. "This is another layer to pin 
down diagnosis," Quinn says. "Hopefully, it 
would cut down on invasive procedures, like 

a needle biopsy or surgery, to determine if a 
mass is cancerous." 

Venture capital furn Allied Minds, which 

invests in promising technology, is funding 
further research by the MU team. Together 
with the University, the team established the 
startup company LlfeScreen, Inc., which allows 
them to accept funds from Allied Minds and 
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Randall Prather, professor of reproductive biology, 
was part of a team that created transgenic pigs 
that are high in heart-healthy omega-3 fatty acids. 

collaborate with or sell to a pharmaceutical 

company in the future. "The commerdaliza

tion possibilities are great because what we 

have now is inadequate," Sauter says. 

Deutscher believes future research will 
validate their initial findings and lead to ear

lier detection: "It would be an extra comfort." 

Engineering diversity 

live in the same residence hall and take classes 

together) and serves as president to the Sodety 

of Women Engineers (SWE). So it's no sur-

prise she took offense when someone asked 

whether she was getting her MRS degree. 

Fortunately, that's not the attitude in 

the College of Engineering. Men outnumber 

women by more than eight to one, but 

female students find strength in this 

traditionally male field through support sys

tems such as SWE. Using the iconic mascot 

of Rosie the Riveter, the World War II-era 

symbol of women at work, the women in 

SWE have a clear message: "SWE can do it." 

It's clever wordplay, true, but it also 

applies to the larger message Ehlers and 

others want to send to female students. "I 

actually just think a lot of women don't think 

they can do it," Ehlers says. Clearly they can. 

Senior Ashley Stieferman of Mokane, 

Mo., another industrial engineering major, 

promotes engineering as a student recruit

ment ambassador, president of the St. Pat's 

Board and member of SWE. Through proj

ects such as outreach to middle schoolers 

- building bridges out of spaghetti and 

marshmallows, plus other practical experi

ments - Stieferman, Ehlers and others 

show by example that women in engineer

ing need not be a minority forever. 

However, Stieferman points out that 

the need to promote engineering extends 

beyond women. It's an issue of keeping the 

U.S. competitive in the global marketplace 

when other countries are producing more 

graduates in math and science. "I look at it 

from the perspective that we don't just need 

women," she says. "We need engineers." 

Blister-blocking socks 
Socks can help or hurt when it comes to foot 

blisters, which are annoying at best and raw 

Sophomore Kristin Ehlers of Parkville, Mo., is at worst. That's why a team of MU biological 

a serious and seriously involved student. In engineering students designed and built a 

addition to pursuing rigorous studies in indus- device to test 10 different sport socks and 

trial engineering, she works as a peer adviser determine which combination of materials, 

for a Freshman Interest Group (students who such as cotton or nylon, results in the low-
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est coefficient of friction (COF), meaning how 

much friction exists between two materials. 

Less friction equals fewer blisters. The research 

may be especially valuable to people with 

diabetes or prostheses because their skin is 

more vulnerable to trauma. 

Students involved with the project 

during fall 2005 semester were Lisa Huhman 

of Mayville, Wis.; Robert Mooney ofJefferson 

City, Mo.; Rebecca Rone of Portageville, 

Mo.; Markus Smiley of St. Louis; and Ashley 

Szczodroski of Stover, Mo. 

The team's device calculated each 

material's COF through mechanized and 

consistent rotations and measurements. 

Because moisture - say from sweat or a hike 

across a stream - increases friction, they 

tested the socks with moisture levels from 

15 percent to 100 percent inside a humidity 

chamber to avoid evaporation. Rone and 

Smiley continued the research during winter 

2006 semester by weighing MU students' 

socks before and after physical activity to 

determine precise moisture levels. 

The team was surprised to find that expen

sive socks performed no better than cheaper 

brands. So which sock is best? Each material's 

COF varied depending on its moisture level. 

So all-cotton socks are fine for a leisurely walk 

but become blister-inducing when moisture 

comes into the picture. The highest-perform

ing materials, dry or damp, were made mostly 

of Coolmax fabric, Tactel nylon or nylon. 

Top socks 

I 
SOCK1 

Whether wet or dry, 
socks containing the 
following materials 

performed best out of 
the io sock brands 

tested. 

SOCK2 l 7S percent Coolmax fabric 
20 percent stretch nylon 
3 percent acrylic 
2 percent polyester 

62 percent Tactel nylon 
35 percent nylon 
2 percent spandex 
1 percent polyester 
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Film buffs find bliss 
The True/False Film Festival descended on 

downtown Columbia with 40 documenta

ries, discu ions with many of the 50 film

makers from places such as Copenhagen 

and Cameroon, and 30 musical perfor

mances Feb. 23 to 26. 

Paul Sturtz and David Wilson, founders 

of the Ragtag Cinemacafe, established the 

festival in 2004 . This year's films spanned 

continents, cultures, politics and religion. 

True/False reflects the recent surge in 

documentaries' popularity; seven of the 

all-time Top 10 most profitable documen

tarie were relea ed in 2003 and 2004. The 

festival old nearly 11,000 tickets. Why the 

ri ing interest in reality? "I like to think it's 

the sort of films that True/False champions 

- lively, engaging and with strong story 

line that have awakened U.S. audiences to 

the power of documentaries," Wilson says. 

The power of storytelling was evident clos

ing night in a showing of Homemade Hillbilly jam 

and a concert by the film's subject: the band 

Big Smith from Springfield, Mo. 

In Homemade Hillbilly jam, director Rick 

Minnich delves into the rich culture of the 

Ozarks. The film follows singer-songwriter gospel music rooted in Scottish-Irish and 

Mark Bilyeu and his bandmates, all family Ozark traditions. 

members . The band preserves family history Minnich strived to go beyond the music. 

by recording and performing traditional "I wanted to recreate the feeling of being 

Photo by Rob Hill 

From left: Co-writer Matt Sweetwood, Big Smith 
ba nd member Rik Thomas and director Rick 

Minnich discuss their fi lm, Homemade Hillbilly Jam, 
during Columbia's True/False Film Festival. 

12 ~ I ZZOI' 

in their environment, like skipping rocks 

and building a campfire along Bull Creek," 

he says. "As silly as it may sound, I hope 

the film touches people's hearts. In today's 

media-saturated world, that's no easy feat ." 

It seemed an easy feat inside the historic 

Missouri Theatre, where the crowd burst into 

applause following the film and may have 

secretly wished to be hillbillies themselves. 

Reviving the Hickman house 
Back in 1818, when Thomas Hickman moved 

from Kentucky to New Franklin, Mo., and set 

about establishing himself in the dry goods 

business, apparently he was concerned 

about projecting a solid and conservative 

image. At least that 's the tale his once

elegant house still tells. Within about three 

years of arriving in the bustling river town, 

Hickman had bought fertile land atop the 

Missouri River bluffs and commissioned 

a four-room brick house that cut quite a 

figure in its day. Although the house is now 

much in need of repair, visitors to the home 

in Hickman's time would have known they 

were in a special place, says Osmund Overby, 

professor emeritus of art history and an 

expert in vernacular architecture. 

The Hickman house overlooks an apple 

orchard on what is now the University of 

Missouri Horticulture and Agroforestry 

Research Center (HARC), and visitors will 

again be welcome in the foreseeable future . 

With S1 million from state, federal and 

private sources, workers will rehabilitate 

the house as a visitor center and museum 

displaying botanical and geological collec-
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Architectural historian Osmund Overby tours 

the Thomas Hickman house in New Franklin at 

t he University's Horticulture and Agroforestry 

Research Center. Public and private money will 

transform it into a visitor center and museum. 

tions and artifacts oflocal human inhabit

ance. Exhibits also will describe current 

research at the center, says Gene Garrett, 

professor of forestry and HAR C's director. 

Landscapers will shape the surrounding 

grounds into period gardens. 

There is plenty to do. Much of the 

house's beautifully worked wooden trim, 

mantels and cabinets remains intact, but 

the wood needs refinishing and some 

repairs. Chunks of plaster have fallen from 

the walls and 12-foot ceilings to reveal the 

split lathe it clung to. Consultants must 

decide whether to remain true to original 

doors and windows or incorporate later 

changes into the rehabilitation. 
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Nearly all houses of this kind have van

ished from mid-Missouri, Overby says. "That 

makes this one even more precious." 

Rock through the ages 
Moved by the Spirit, students from 

Mizzou, Columbia College and Stephens 

College found themselves literally mov

ing at the St. Thomas More Newman 

Center. They wrote and performed Upon 

This Rock, a musical that illustrates the 

biblical book of Acts through popular rock 

songs and funky choreography. Acts fol

lows the apostles as they build the early 

Christian church after Jesus' Ascension. 

The stories focus on Peter, one of the 12 

disciples; Paul, an apostle who persecuted 

early Christians until God spoke to him; 

and the Holy Spirit, a new presence in 

the church. 

The musical unfolds with the punchy 

"Mission Impossible" theme song to illus

trate a prison break by Peter and the apos

tles (with the help of angels) and Queen's 

melodramatic "Bohemian Rhapsody" to 

show their fellow prisoners' hopelessness. 

The script also features two sassy angels 

who swing pastel glowing sabers and a 

man duped into becoming a sacrifice when 

he agrees to be blindfolded in the hopes of 

swinging at a pifiata. 

"We had a good time writing the 

script," says Jen McGuire, an MU junior 

psychology major from St. Louis 

who directed the show. 

"We focused on the 

dramatic moments 

and remained true 

to the story." 

McGuire and the 

cast and stage 

crew hoped that 

the play would 

serve not just as 

entertainment but 

also as a ministry to 

those in the audience. 
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The rise and fall 
of the fastball 
No matter how much fun it is to talk about 

America's pastime, that's not the reason 

Mike Stadler is teaching an Honors College 

course on the psychology of baseball and 

writing a book on the topic. 

Well, not the only reason. 

For decades, psychologists have studied 

baseball players' thoughts, actions, reac

tions and perceptions to understand human 

behavior more broadly. Take the rising fast

ball as an example. 

"Fastballs never rise," says Stadler, 

an associate professor of psychological 

sciences. "You can't put enough spin on 

the ball to counteract gravity, but even 

expert players still believe that they do rise. 

It's an illusion." 

He explains: A pitch is in the air only 

about 0-4 second, and it takes a third of that 

time to swing the bat. So, during the first 

few feet of the ball's flight, the batter has 

to estimate the ball's speed and trajectory, 

then decide whether or not to swing. Just to 

make it tougher, the ball travels fast enough 

that human eyes can't track it all the way, so 

the batter must also estimate the last part of 

the ball's path. 

Let's say the batter guesses the pitch 

is a 90 mph fastball that will arrive at knee 

level. "If the ball is actually going 94 mph, 

it won't drop as far as the slower pitch. 

Instead, it will arrive four inches higher 

than expected," Stadler says. Batters, being 

human and so wanting to reconcile 

those conflicting perceptions, 

simply tell themselves that 

the ball rises. 

Such illusions can be 

troublesome in some 

aspects of life, but luck

ily in the case of rising 

fastballs, the situation 

lacks gravity. 

Stadler's book, The 

Psychology of Baseball, is due 

out in 2007 from Gotham. 
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Fast basketball 
ew men 's basket

ball Head Coach 
Mike Anderson 

moves quickly, 

whether he' nam

ing his coaching 

ta ff or introducing 

him elf to fans and 
alumni, all of which Coach Mike Anderson 

he had done within 10 days of being named 
coach on March 26. 

"Most times, a team resembles their 
coach," Ander on told a group of MU Alumni 

Association leaders on April 7. That mean 
he wants his Tigers to think and act quickly, 
too. "It's going to be an up-tempo basketball 
game, so if you're sitting in those stand 
and you're going to take a bathroom break, 
you might miss out on something." In fact, 
Anderson coache a high-action style dubbed 
the "Fastest 40 Minutes of Basketball." 

Ander on brings that style - plus a 
reputation for discipline and academic 
integrity - to Mizzou after turning a pro
gram around at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB), where he led his team 
to three straight NCAA Tournaments in his 
four years there. Anderson was no stranger 
to March Madness before that, either, 
with three Final Four appearances and one 
national championship as an assistant at 
the University of Arkansas. 

Anderson brings three coaches from 
UAB: Matt Zimmerman and T.J. Cleveland as 
assistant coaches and Jeff Daniels as direc
tor of basketball operations. Melvin Watkins 
- who has a relationship with current play
ers and potential recruits alike as associate 
head coach and then interim head coach 
- will stay on as associate head coach. 

Anderson replaces Quin Snyder, who 
resigned effective Feb. 14 after amassing a 
record of 126-91 at Mizzou. Because of the 
controversy surrounding his resignation 
before the end of the season, an indepen
dent investigation was conducted by MU 
alumni Dalton Wright, BS BA '66, a news-
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paper publisher from Lebanon, Mo., and Jean 
Paul Bradshaw, BJ '81, JD '81, a lawyer from 
Kansas City, Mo. The report, presented March 
16, criticized communication and handling of 
the resignation but stated, "ln the end, how
ever, the result was fair. No one was cheated, 
and no laws were broken." For the complete 
report, go to https://cf.iats.rnissouri.edu/ 
news/Showinterest.cfrn?interest_id=1602. 

Watch for a basketball preview and more about 
Mike Anderson in an upcoming issue of MIZZOU. 

On target 
When Lindsey Hollin, one of Mizzou's most 
successful yet least known athletes, steps 
up to compete, she's not holding a ball, bat, 
racket or anything you'd expect. She's hold
ing a gun. But never fear - her aim is true. 

Hollin, a senior general studies major 
from Okeechobee, Fla., and member of 
Mizzou's sponsor-funded and self-sup
ported shooting team, took first place over
all in women's events at the Intercollegiate 
Clay Target Championships in April in San 
Antonio. She placed fourth out of all 260 
competitors, male and female, to earn 
All-America honors. 

Hollin helped the team's overall 
third-place finish out of 29 schools, a 
repeat of its highest-ever placement 
last year. The only two teams to 
beat them were fully funded 

squads from shooting pow
erhouses Texas A&M and 

Llndenwood University. 

Other shooters placed 

in the top 3 in 
various events: 

Tyler Schwab, 

Haley Dunn, Travis Dye and Michelle 
Hillman. (See Scoreboard for more 

about Dunn's success.) 
Hollin has earned a spot on the 

Olympic Development Team. She 
graduates in May with one thing on 
her mind: "My main focus for the 
next two years is shooting for the 

Olympics." 

Risks for rewards 
For a gymnastics team, the overall team 
score is the main concern, above individual 
glory. But when gymnasts work on their 
own, without the need to be "safe" for the 
overall team score, they take more risks. 

Such was the case for freshman 

Mizzou gymnast Adrianne Perry, a textile 
and apparel management major from 
Columbia, when she qualified for the NCAA 
Championships April 20 in Corvallis, Ore. 
The team placed third in regionals and just 
missed making the finals, but Perry quali
fied individually as an all-around competi
tor. As a result, Coach Rob Drass says they 
began working on more difficult moves to 
prepare her to compete with the best in the 
nation and boost her potential scores. 

The risk paid off, to an extent. Even 
though Perry barely missed making the 
top eight in her session (the top eight earn 
All-America honors), she finished a respect
able ninth on the balance beam and 14th in 
the all-around competition in her session. 

The team hit high marks this season, 
too, with a ranking of 14th after regionals. 
That ties the previous best finish, earned in 

2005. The Tigers ranked as high as sev
enth during the regular season, also 
an all-time high. Gymnasts made a 

strong showing at the Big 12 tourna-
ment, with senior Lauren "Bunny" 

Schwartzman earning 

her fourth All-Big 12 

honor by finishing 

third on the balance 

beam and with Perry 
winning Newcomer of the Year. 

Drass is encouraged, even if the 
team hasn't reached that ultimate 

goal of making nationals yet. "We're 
trying to change the perception that there 

are only so many schools that are good 
in gymnastics," he says. "We're going 

to be one of those good schools." 

Freshman Adrianne Perry 
qualified individually for the 
2006 NCAA Championships. 
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Diving into history 

What's the difference between waiting in 

line to cannonball off the diving board at 

a local pool and waiting your turn to dive 

in the NCAA finals for All-America status? 

About 10 years. 

That's how Jong it took Mizzou diver 

Evan Watters to go from being a curious kid 

who saw a flier for a summer diving pro

gram to being Mizzou's first-ever male diver 

to become an All-American. 

In 2005, Watters, a senior classics major 
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Senior Evan Watters became the first male Mizzou 

diver to earn All-America honors in the NCAA 

Championships in 2006. 

from Kirkwood, Mo., was the first Mizzou 

male diver to even qualify for the NCAA 

Championships. In 2006, he qualified again 

and became the first male and second 

diver overall to earn All-America honors 

(Denise Buchheister, BS Ag '82, did so in 

1979, 1981 and 1982). He did so twice over, 

too, by earning 12th place on the 1-meter 

board and 13th on the 10-meter platform 

in Atlanta. 
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Scoreboard 
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5: Number of Mizzou 

shot-putters who qualified for the 

NCAA regionals, held in late May. 

orn 

Adam Burla, Tyler Dailey, Nate Englin, 

Bill Hobson and Chris Rohr topped last 

year's number of Mizzou qualifiers, 

four, which was the most in the country 

in 2005. 

4: Round of the NFL draft in which 

the New York Jets selected Brad Smith, 

the first Mizzou quarterback to be 

picked since Pete Woods in 1978 (even 

though Smith was chosen as a wide 

receiver). The St. Louis Rams selected 

offensive lineman Tony Palmer in the 

seventh round. 

3: Number of Mizzou lacrosse club 

players in the top 10 scorers in Division A 

of the Great Rivers Lacrosse Conference. 

The team topped its section of the 

conference with 6 conference wins and 

2 losses. 

54: Percentage of Mizzou student

athletes who earned a GPA of 3.0 or 

higher during the fall 2005 semester. 

Also, 35 percent made their respective 

dean's list. 

0: Number of international competitors 

who beat Mizzou club shooter Haley 

Dunn in women's skeet shooting in fall 

2005's World Cup. Dunn took home the 

gold and was named USA Shooting's 

Athlete of the Year. 

27: Pick in the WNBA draft for Mizzou 

senior basketball player La Toya 

Bond, selected by the Charlotte Sting. 

Teammate Christelle N'Garsanet was 

chosen 37th by the New York Liberty. 

Bond and N'Garsanet were two of four 

Big 12 players drafted. 
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ow me 
Student jokesters tickled funny bones as they ruffled feathers. 

Missouri Showme covers caused a stir with themes 

such as the " Election Issue," the "Sex Issue" and the "Hangover Issue." 

Not shown are such doozies as the "Get Your Hand Out of My Stocking, It Isn't Christmas Yet 

Issue." For more Showme gags - in cartoon and joke form - see the following pages. 
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Story by John Beahler 
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W ith a sly wink and a salacious nudge, 
the long-gone campus humor magazine 

Missouri Showme tried just about everything to 
get Mizzou students to crack a smile. Funny 
thing, though - MU bigwigs weren't amused. 

More than one Showme editor paid a visit 
to the dean's woodshed, and gaps in the 
magazine's archives testify to all the times 
administrators suspended publication during 

its on-again, off-again existence from 1920 
through the early 1960s. 
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T he campu brass may have 

frowned on Showme, but Mizzou 

tudent got the joke. After all, 

why wouldn't sophomoric humor appeal to 

ophomores - and to freshmen, juniors and 

eniors? Showme's writers milked campus 

sacred cows for laughs. Its cartoons glee

fully pointed out that not only did the 

emperor have no clothes, but he al o had a 

pimple on his rear end. 

Students scrambled to buy copies 

when Showme hit the street each month. 

Administrators held their breath to see what 

the magazine's staff had pulled this time. 

"A oon a we put an issue out, it was gone. 

Zip - it sold out immediately," says former 

editor Marion Ellis, BJ '61, of Charlotte, N.C. 

Ellis had his own run-in with campus 

authorities soon after he became editor 

in 1960. For a satire on men's magazines, 

he published an article about a fictitious 

housemother at a women's dorm. Its title 

wa "I Was Trapped Inside Johnston Hall by 

a Love-Hungry Goddess." 

"Black Jack" Matthews, MU's stern dean 

of students, demanded that Ellis disclose 

the author's name. He refused. Blackjack 

threatened him with expulsion. Ellis still 

refused, so Matthews briefly closed down 

the magazine. "There wasn't any appeal, and 

the article really was so mild," Ellis says. 

It wasn't the fust time the administra

tion tried to let the magazine know who 

was boss. In the late '40s, Dean ofExtra

Divisional Administration Tom Brady 

reported to University President Frederick 
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Middle bush - Showme writers delighted 

in calling the president "Centershrub" 

- that the campus publications board had 

dismissed another editor. "We will always 

have trouble with Showme, I am sure," Brady 

wrote, "but we may be able, gradually, to 

change its nature." Not a chance; the staff 

was having too much fun . 

Sometimes the gags were 

a little blue, but it was all 

meant in good fun. 

Several former Showme staffers still 

wonder what all the fuss was about. Their 

material really was pretty tame compared 

with today's tabloid and TV fare. "It wasn't 

very sophisticated by mature standards, but 

to the audience at which it was aimed, it was 

funny stuff," says Charles Barnard, BJ '49, 

who edited the magazine in 1948. "College 

students are a self-absorbed bunch, and we 

played to their self-absorption. 

"We weren't trying to be troublemakers 

in those days. We were in a hurry to get on 

with our lives. We weren't yet in our gray 

flannel suits, but that's where we were 

headed." 

There were a few recurring themes 

among Showme's running gags: beer, bone

headed professors, beer, bosomy babes and 

husband-hunting Stephens College coeds, 

frat-house humor, beer and amorous out

ings to Hinkson Creek, a favorite student 

eb1u.ary 1949 

"They may not be fire hydrants, 
but I think they have more c"Ca.ss" 

November 1960 

''Those two are made for each 
other." 

October 1949 

"trs OK-I've had my flu shat." 
Febru.ary 1949 
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Her dress was tight -

She scarce could breathe 

She sneezed aloud 

And there stood Eve. 

(March 1941) 

Funny! A woman will wear an evening 

gown and not care to dance; a golf outfit 

when she doesn't know how to play; a 

swimming suit when she can't swim. 

But when she gets a wedding dress, she 

means business. (January 1945) 

"If a man put a hundred dollars in the 

bank twenty years ago," says Henry 

Gunnison Smith, "it would amount to 

almost two hundred dollars now and 

would buy nearly as much as the original 

one hundred dollars that he saved 

twenty years ago." (January 1945) 

He was so bashful, he took 

mistletoe along on his honeymoon. 

(November 1947) 

"I studied abroad for a year, and then 

I married her." (May 1948) 

"My roommate fell downstairs last night 

with a fifth of whiskey." 

"Did he spill any?" 

"No, he kept his mouth dosed." 

(May1948) 

Prof: "I believe you missed my class 

yesterday." 

Student: "Why, no, I didn't . Not in the 

least." (January 1949) 

He: "Do you neck?" 

She: "That's my business!" 

He: "Oh, a professional." (February 1949) 
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"He's the best· ancient history instructor 
the school has ever had." 

February 1961 

He broke it fighting for my honor - I slammed the car ·cloor on it. 
April 1955 
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"Is my face dirty or is it my imagination?" 

"Your face is clean; I don't know about 

your imagination." 

(November 1949) 

Blessed are the censors for they shall 

inhibit the earth. (February 1950) 

Officer: "Are you happy now that you are 

in the Navy?" 

Boot: "Yes sir." 

Officer: "What were you before you got 

into the Navy?" 

Boot: "Much happier." 

(February 1950) 

"Hello, want a ride?" 

"No, thanks, I'm walking home from one 

now." (February 1950) 

If young girls stay out late, drink, smoke 

and pet, men will call them fast .. . as fast 

as they can get to a phone. (January 1955) 

All men were born free, but only ath

letes can go through college that way. 

(January 1955) 

Wife: (To drunken husband) Dear, let's go 

to bed. 

Husband: Might as well. I'll catch hell 

when I get home anyway. (February 1955) 

Susie: Daddy, there's a girl in my biology 

class who has a hat just like mine. 

Dad: So I suppose you want me to buy you 
a new one? 

Susie: That would be cheaper than me 

changing schools. (February 1955) 

"Sir, may I have your daughter for 

my wife?" 

"Bring your wife around, and we'll see." 

(March 1955) 
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make-out spot. 

Was Showme a sexist publication? 

Probably, but you have to consider the 

times, says Judy Jenkins Thomasson, 

BJ '56, MA '60, of St. Louis. "Everything was 

sexist then; life was sexist. You just kind of 

brushed it off," she says. "Even to be on the 

staff was a feather in my cap because not 

many females made it." 

Thomasson was Showme's joke editor in 

the early 'sos. Just about every university 

had a humor magazine in those days, and 

her job was to go through them and other 

publications to "filch" the funniest jokes, 

she says. "I think we even got down to 

Reader's Digest." 

Sometimes the gags were a little 

blue, but it was all meant in good fun. 

What Thomasson remembers best is the 

camaraderie oflike-minded mavericks who 

worked on Showme. She especially recalls the 

raucous, freewheeling staff meetings at the 

Shack. "It was what we looked forward to in 

life; it was a gas," Thomasson says. 

Whenever the crew got together for meet

ings, it became "show-off time," Barnard 

says. "Anyone who had an idea for a joke, 

a cartoon, a crazy cover or a center spread 

put it forth . Looking now at the names on 

our masthead in those days, I recall a smart, 

wacky, uninhibited and yes, funny bunch. 

It was self-policing in a way. Any newcomer 

who couldn't keep up with this witty, crazy 

group soon sought other company." 

Administrators viewed Mort Walker, 

BA '48, who later created Beetle Bailey and 

other nationally syndicated comic strips, 

as the evil genius behind Showme's post

World War II renaissance. Walker, who 

drew cartoons and covers and edited the 

magazine in 1947, actually was more like a 

pen-wielding pied piper who led this band 

of jokers on a merry frolic across campus. 

At the dawn of the Cold War, when state 

legislators thundered about pinko profes

sors and left-leaning students, Showme 

printed Walker's cartoon that showed an 

American government class at MU as the 

lawmakers imagined it: a professor with 

the face of Joseph Stalin lecturing to a hall 

filled with students who also looked like 

Stalin. Administrators got wind of the gag 

and ordered staff members to pull out the 

offending pages before that issue could go 

on sale. 

Loren Reid, professor emeritus of 

communication, headed MU's publications 

board during those days, and he still recalls 

riding herd on the gang from Showme. He 

remembers one issue that caused particular 

headaches. The cover showed a harried male 

student sweeping a pile of contraband that 

"She oticko lo the foo1ball te•m; ohe ""n't remember nameo !" 
October 19-41 
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November 1949 
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3.A.M 

February 1955 
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"Whaddaya mean, overdrawn?" 

~~ 
;,~'\;,d);· 

0 "°" 

February 1961 

"Of course we can't be positive, But from what we know of 
the previous inhabitants, I think we can safely assume a phallic 
significance." 

January 1956 
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included a condom package under his bed 

before his parents arrived for a visit. 

The magazine's taff had to get a crew 

together and use India ink to blot out the 

offensive section on thousands of copies . 

Showme had the last laugh when students 

discovered that rubbing alcohol would take 

the ink right off. Another time, Showme 

ingled out a certain sorority for a dose of 

heavy-handed humor. The girl found out in 

advance and bought every copy they could 

find before anyone else had a chance. 

Perhap the biggest foofarawWalker 

stirred up was over the November 1947 "Sex 

Is ue." That was when the Kinsey Report 

on sexual behavior had electrified America. 

"We thought we'd do the same thing with 

Showme," Walker says. They had planned to 

include a Kin eye que sex questionnaire for 

MU student , but journalism Dean Frank 

Luther Mott nixed the idea. They backed 

off on the questionnaire, but that issue 

still caused a stir with articles like "Who's 

A'Freud of Sex?" and "Showme Shows 

Sorority Sex." 

Sometimes Showme played to a national 

audience . As President Harry S Truman's 

1948 whistle-stop campaign ended, the mag

azine ran a cover by Bill Gabriel, BJ '50, for 

it election issue. Gabriel 's cartoon showed 

the beleaguered candidate, flanked by Secret 

Service agents, walking past a haberdashery 

and looking thoughtfully at a "clerk wanted" 

sign. The Associated Press picked up the 

cartoon, and it ran in newspapers all across 

the country. 

Mizzou's journalism dean might not 

have been thrilled, but among college 

humor magazines, Showme was at the 

head of the class. "The magazine itself 

became nationally ranked," Gabriel says. 

Its glory years stretched into the 1950s, but 

campus humor was starting to face some 

competition. 

That's when Playboy magazine came 

along. "That changed the whole gamut 

of what was college humor," Gabriel says. 

"They did it better than we did and slicker." 

And there was no Black Jack to tell Playboy 

what it could and couldn't run in its 

centerfold. 

When Showme was reborn yet again in 

1960, the first issue included a letter from 

Mort Walker in which he offered an insight 

that might apply to many campus humor 

magazines: 

"Oddly enough, my wife and I are slightly 

ashamed of some things we printed. They 

weren't really bad, but they showed a lack of 

imagination, I guess. It seems now that too 

much humor was based on the risque and 

the alcoholic activities. There was so much 

more all around us that could be satirized 

that I almost wish I could come back for 

another try at it." 

Come on back, Mort. The Shack may be 

gone, but Mizzou can always use a good 

laugh. ill 

October i956 

"They told me I was 4-F back at Mizzou - but they said 
grades weren't everything." " Is not the unusual warhead that bothers me, Comrade -

is the small launching pad!" 
Autumn 1962 Autumn 1962 
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"He fought dirty, Man. Did ya see him hit me with his crutch?" 

January 1956 

Golly, I can hardly w11il 'til the summtr 1111calion. 
May 1947 
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"A fool can ask more questions than a wise man 

can answer." 

"Maybe that's why so many of us flunk." 

(March 1955) 

Friend: What is your son going to be when he 

passes his final exam? 

Father: An old man . (May 1955) 

It isn't the ice that makes people slip, it's what 

they mix with it . (May 1955) 

She was only the optician's daughter: two 

glasses and she made a spectacle of herself. 

(May1955) 

"You' re the first model I've ever kissed since I 

started painting." 

"How many have you had?" 

"Four. An apple, two bananas and you." 

(May1955) 

Landlady: " How do you like this room 

as a whole?" 

Student: "As a hole it's fine, as a room not so 

good." (May 1955) 

Professor: " If this lecture has gone overtime 

today, it's because my watch is broken." 

Student: "There's a calendar behind you ." 

(May 1955) 

"Listen to those chimes! Aren't they beautiful? 

Such tone!" 

"Talk louder! Can't hear you for these damned 

bells!" (March 1956) 

"So you want to be lifeguard here, eh? How tall 

are you?" 

"Six feet, eight inches, sir." 

"Can you swim?" 

" No, but I can wade to beat hell." 

(November 1956) 

llZZIL 23 



24 llZZIL 

a tin 
If laughter is the best medicine, bring on the comic relief. 
Artists through the ages have used humor to soften up their 
audiences before giving them tough news. 

oo · g for love, a young woman agreed 
..t.llb:i~lnoe outing with a blind date. She 

was expecting a romantic paddle through 
glittery water and easy conversa · n . 
Instead, she found lie g for 13 

hours after her frustrated date admitted he 
didn't know how to navigate the little boat. 
Finally, they reached dry land. She hoped 
to never see him again (not even in pass
ing!), so she was just a little shocked when he 

proposed. 
"We laugh because we've all gone 

through it," says David Crespy, playwright 
and associate professor of theater. This true 
tale and his own "horrifying" experience of 
dating after divorce inspired him to write 
The Jewish Dating Cycle. "Comedy is that 
relief button," he says. "We can laugh at a 
tough situation and move on. It opens up 
our hearts to ourselves." Across campus, 
com finds its way into courses such as 
theater, literature and the classics. 

We know that a hearty laugh is good 
for our hearts, but comedy also may be the 
best medicine for society's heart, which co 
explain why humor and umanity sound so 
much alike. It also cow.J be the reason y 

rnic relief, from Sh espeare to Seinfeld, has 
been a mainstay in human culture. 

Although Crespy's play is contem
porary, its universal theme appears in 
ancient and modern comedy: displacement 
of a character in society, family or love. 

Displacement is not being where you want 
to be or not being who you really are: a 
character forced into disguise, a character 
who is kicked out of his family, or a younger 
generation that wants to replace an older 
generation. Humor comes when characters 
find themselves in these strange situations 
and then try to make their way back to 
where they belong. Take dressing in drag, 
for example. 

"A man in woman's clothes or a woman 
in man's clothes seems to be eternally 
funny," says David Read, associate profes
sor ofEnglish. Shakespeare's comedies 
often contain characters in disguise. In 
Twel~h Night, Viola dresses as a young man 
and soon finds herself in the humiliating 

redicament of acting as a go-between for 
the man she loves and another woman. 
Read also cites modern gender-bending 
movies such as Tootsie and Mrs. Doubtfire. 

In the latter, Robin Williams plays a 
loving fat r disguised as a British nanny 
as he tries to finagle his way back into his 
family after divorce. In one scene, he sets his 
blouse ablaze while making a meal for his 
kids. H frantically stamps it out with pot 
lids and quips, "My first day as a woman, 
and I'm already getting hot flashes!" Can a 
story about a broken marriage, an estranged 
father and lonely children really be comedy? 
It works. 

"Comedy administers humor as 

SUMMER 2006 



Come Story by Amy Spindler 

Photo illustration by Dory Colbert 

anesthesia,n says Charles Saylor, a professor 

of classical studies who teaches Roman com

edy. "It puts its audience in a festive mood 

to tell them a truth or attack the rigidity in 

the human spirit or society." 

Shakespeare wrote for an audience whose 

social stations were becoming less rigid. 

"People were beginning to be able to rise up 

the ladder and fall down the ladder in terms 

of their social status," Read says. "This is not 

an alien theme. At some point, most of us 

have wanted to be in a better place than we 

are. Shakespeare had his finger on this." 

So did Seinfeld, a TV series famously 

about "nothing." The series examined 

everyday life through the eyes of its four 

self-absorbed characters. In one episode, 

George, who is known for his fibs and 

not for his money, tells a whopper about 

leasing a luxury vacation home. "I've been 

lying about my income for a few years," 

George says. "I figure I can afford a fake 

house in the Hamptons." 

Saylor says it's important to be able to 

laugh about social status because hostility 

toward such comedy signals hostility 

toward the idea of fluid social classes. 

Social status and displacement were 

themes of Plautus' plays, wri tten more 

than 2,000 years ago, and they resonate 

today because human nature is a constant. 

Saylor describes Roman comedy as a war of 

generations (parents of teens can relate) . 
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"It's crawling with old men who want to 

steer young people into orthodoxy," he 

says. "Of course, the young men want 

to drink and carouse. It's displacement 

of the old, who are too rigid and need 

to be corrected." 

Movies such as Trading Places and Risky 

Business are modern-day Roman comedies. 

In Trading Places, Dan Akroyd plays a wealthy 

stockbroker who switches places with 

Eddie Murphy's prankster hustler - a blunt 

example of displacement. Likewise, in Risky 

Business, Tom Cruise plays a teenager named 

Joel who cuts loose after his parents leave 

straits after driving his father's Porsche into 

Lake Michigan and spending the evening 

with a prostitute. 

In comedy, the prostitute and her life

style represent the anti-establishment, 

Saylor says. Young men make their own way 

in life, create a better way of doing things, 

and usually arrive at the place the older 

generation wants them to be - like Joel, 

who learns what is important in life after a 

wild and life-threatening weekend. "Comedy 

corrects the overly stern or rigid attitudes 

in society," Saylor says. "If you're too 

uptight, comedy throws you into a situation 

f jeopardy that makes you rethink your 

position. Comedy is like tragedy, except 

i isn't sad." lll 
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ey, did you hear what 
Jay Leno said the other 
night? "Not looking good 
for President Bush's 

popularity. He's now at 35 
percent. If he drops just 

three more points, he becomes a Democrat." 
No, wait - was that Jay or Dave? Or was it 

Conan? Jon Stewart, maybe? 
Or was it Mark Twain? Maybe. His ghost 

is still with us - barely. Traces of the Vandal 
(as he called himself on his piety-shattering 
lecture tour of 1868) flicker through the 

ever-burgeoning 
But how much of Twain's American humor 

industry nearly a 
hell- raising comic vision truly century after his 

death. (If you just 
endures in our own times? made a mental 

connection between 
"death" and "exaggerated," the key words of 
a legendaryTwainian quip, you know what 
I mean.) But how much of his hell-raising 
comic vision truly endures in our own times? 
What exactly was that comic vision, and what 
made it such a hot, often shocking force? 
Would Mark Twain recognize the faint echoes 
of his own pioneering voice in this age of 
humor as scatology; of humor as political 
bludgeon; of humor as mass-produced trivia 
- the Age of the Mc Wisecrack? 

There's no avoiding the form of his 
greatest popular comic legacy. Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens, aka Mark Twain, was 
the architect of the All-American gag, or the 
one-liner, as we know it: the ruminating 
build-up, the pause, then what he called the 

"snapper," the tacked-on thought that 
changes everything. Conan O'Brien 

is channeling Mark Twain when he 
remarks, "The election for gov

ernor of New Jersey is taking 
place today, and, as we speak, 
it is way too close." (Pause) "I 
don't mean the race, I'm talk

ing about New Jersey." 
Ha-ha! OK, let's be generous and 

say, ha-ha-ha! And yet ... and yet ... 
And yet, somewhere down 

the corridors of time, we can hear a 
long-drawling voice observe, "It is the 
foreign element that commits our crimes." 
(Pause) "There is no native criminal class 
except Congress." 

Which snapper snaps? And which one is 
quickly digested and forgotten - the humor 
equivalent of a Happy Meal? 

A quick survey of his principal comic 
descendants suggests that Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens remains, today, exactly 
as his great friend William Dean Howells 
described him in 1910, the year of his death: 
sole, incomparable. 

Will Rogers is generally thought of 
(when he's thought of at all) as Mark 
Twain's closest heir. He arose as a kind of 
National Humorist in the 1920s and 1930s 
on the Twainian ballast of a heartland 
drawl (Oklahoma), a genius for home-
spun aphorisms, and his status as public 
spokesman via radio, the movies and his 
syndicated newspaper column. But unlike 
the Vandal, Rogers never said anything that 
made anyone nervous; he never challenged 
piety or mainstream opinion. More to the 
point, he left behind no work of enduring 
literature. Since his early death in 1935, he 
has been largely forgotten : an endearing 
celebrity; a quaint figure of a quaint time. 

After Rogers, the Twainian glow grows 
dim - even as "humor" spreads like 
Wal-Mart as an American commodity. Bob 
Hope? Johnny Carson? Legendary quipsters, 
each one. Carson even had a mild politi-
cal bite. But both had writers, as do their 
industrialized successors: the Lenos and 
Lettermans and Conans and Bill Mahers and 
Jimmy Kimmels and the rest. Maher and 
Stewart? More sophisticated; more demand
ing of their viewers to be sure; but neither 
has yet written the next Huckleberry Finn. And 
so it goes. Lightning bugs, but no lightning. 

So what, exactly, was it about Mark Twain 
that remains beyond the reach of today's 
funnymen and funnywomen? Well, how 
much time do you have? 

Start with breadth and scale. The brief 
witticism was only one item in Mark Twain's 

SUMMER 2006 



comic arsenal. (Author's favorite: "Heaven 

for climate - Hell for society." Runner-up: 

his response to a complaint that a rich man's 

wealth was tainted: "Yes, twice tainted. 

Taint yours, and t'aint mine.") Parody is 

another example: His casual readers today 

may not fully appreciate his devilish gift for 

mimicking bad art, bad poetry, bad decora

tion, bad journalism. Here is Sam Clemens as 

a young newspaperman in San Francisco in 

1863, spoofing the flowery prose of "society" 

writers covering a fancy ball: Miss B., he writes, 

showed up "in an elegant goffered flounce 

... with a frontispiece formed of a single 

magnificent cauliflower imbedded in mashed 

potatoes. Thus attired Ms. B. looked good 

enough to eat." Woody Allen, among the few 

legitimate claimants to Mark Twain's legacy, 

would have been at home in that riff. 

Or how about Clemens' gift for pure silly 

wordplay? Not many mid-19th century writ

ers dared expose their silly sides - most of 

them had no silly sides - but Clemens saw 

no problem with it. He once claimed to his 

newspaper readers that he'd come upon a 

valentine from a "sentimental law student" 

to his sweetheart: "Such sights and scenes as 

this ever remind me, the party of the second 

part, of you, my Mary, the peerless party of 

the first part ... " Garrison Keillor, another 

plausible child of 

Mark Twain and a 

shrewd student of 

him, may have spent 

some time browsing 

through this sketch. 

If you're into 

The Twainian glow grows dim - even 

as "humor" spreads like Wal-Mart as 

an American commodity. 

stronger stuff than "silly," try his anger. Here we 

draw close to the dark essence of his comic muse. 

William Dean Howells witnessed the 

Twainian anger at close range - though he 

escaped it himself over a touching 41-year 

friendship - and analyzed it brilliantly. The 

mild-mannered editor and critic (unlike many 

of today's disdainful psychobiographers) 

perceived the Vandal's wrath as a literary asset, 

not a liability, and saw it as a foundation of 

Mark Twain's unshakable moral code. "I should 

say that Clemens' central and final personality 
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Powers' 2005 biography of Mark Twain, top, was a 

finalist for a National Book Critics Circle Award. This first 

edition of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is part of the State 

Historical Society of Missouri's collection housed in the 

Ellis Library building. 
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was something exquisite," he wrote in his 
loving 1910 remembrance, My Mark Twain. 
"One could not know him well without 
realizing him the most serious, the most 
humane, the most conscientious of men." 

But Howells added: "If he thought you 
had in any way played him false, you were 
anathema and marantha forever ... Clemens 
did not forgive his dead enemies; their 
death seemed to deepen their crimes, like 
a base evasion ... he pursued them to the 
grave; he would like to dig them up and take 
vengeance on their day." 

Clemens ruefully agreed. "There are 
times," he admitted once, "when swearing 
cannot meet the emergency." 

One "pursued" target was his ex-friend, 
the great newspaper editor Whitelaw Reid. 
Bruised by Reid's refusal to run a com
plimentary review of one of his books, 
Clemens worked up such a hatred for Reid 

How hopelessly vanilla that all sounds, 
that he considered 

writing a biography
length character assas
sination. "I do not begin 
with his boyhood," 
Clemens scribbled in 

as stated in the abstract: Mark Twain 
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as an eat-your-beans moralizer. 

his notes for the project, 
"which is of no consequence - nor with his 
manhood, which has never existed." 

And then a conversion happened, as 
it so often did in these cases: re-reading 
this and similar notations, Clemens grew 
diverted by the humor shining through the 
wrath. Using an instinct fundamental to his 
literary genius, he shifted his raw anger into 
creative delight - turned the screed into art: 

"As my labors grew, so also grew my fas
cination. Malice & malignity faded out of me 
- or maybe I drove them out of me ... I got 
thoroughly in love with this work; for I saw 
that I was going to write a 
book which the very dev
ils & angels themselves 
would delight to read ." 
And he would have done 
it, too, had not his wife, 
Livy, made him quit. 

Here, then, is a central 

difference between today's comedy and the 
figure at its fountainhead: anger, linked 
to a moral vision. Howells saw that Mark 
Twain's "indignant sense of right and 
wrong," his "ardent hate of meanness and 
injustice," was what separated him from 
his "merely facetious" peers and enabled a 
social criticism utterly distinctive among 
humor writers of his day. And, forthat 
matter, of our day as well. 

Howells: "American humorists formerly 
chose the wrong in public matters; they 
were on the side of slavery, of drunkenness, 
and of irreligion; the friends of civilization 
were their prey; their spirit was thoroughly 
vulgar and base .. . [Mark Twain] has not to 
accuse himself, so far as I can remember, 
of having written anything to make one 
morally ashamed of liking him." 

How outdated - uncool - how 
hopelessly vanilla that all sounds, as 
stated in the abstract: MarkTwain as an 
eat-your-beans moralizer? 

Only in its actual execution does this 
formula reveal its full truth-telling bite and 
put all of our Comedy Showcase strutters 
to shame. 

For example, Huck Finn fibbing to Aunt 
Sally about a fictitious steamboat trip: 

"We blowed out a cylinder-head." 
"Good gracious! anybody hurt?" 
"No'm. Killed a nigger." 
"Well, it's lucky, because sometimes 

people do get hurt ... " 
Funny? Sure. But not merely funny as 

in: 'Tm talking about New Jersey." The 
volumes of corrosive, uncompromising 
irony compressed into that brief passage 
icily indict a 400-year-old tradition of 
dehumanizing proprietorship over a subju
gated race, a tradition whose assumptions 

were quite dangerously alive and well 
when Huckleberry Finn was pub

lished in 1884. 

Breadth, scale, silly 
wordplay, a "bottom of fury" 

that empowered a fearless 
truth-telling and unprecedented 

social criticism - these are among the 
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integers in Mark Twain's founding comic 

vision. They are also the integers that are 

easiest to explain. But even these do not get 

us to the heart of it. 

The heart of it is to be found in Mark 

Twain's inexhaustible surrendering love for 

the language he spoke: not the English lan

guage, the American language; the language 

of common people, like himself, yielding 

unconscious poetry, and inadvertent delight, 

in its limitless capacity for renewal, for fresh 

ideas formed by the mere reversal of a few 

words in a sentence - for play. 

Words as revivifying play: This may 

be the most recondite of all the Twainian 

attributes, given a culture that seems to 

have grown indifferent to its language. 

America, which has long since given its 

About the author: Ron Powers, BJ '63, below, 

shares with Samuel Lang home Clemens the boy

hood hometown of Hannibal, Mo., although he 

denies rumors of having known the great author 

personally ("Sam lived on the other side of town"). 

A winner of the Pulitzer Prize for criticism in 

1973, Powers is the author, most recently, of Mark 

Twain: A Life, published by the Free Press. The 

cinematic version of the No. 1 best-selling Flags 

of Our Fathers, which Powers co-wrote with 

James Bradley, is scheduled for release in fall 2006, 

produced by Steven Spielberg, directed by Clint 

Eastwood and with a screenplay by Paul Haggis. 

During college, Powers contributed to Missouri 

Showme magazine (see story on Page 16). 

heart to visual images and 

electronic sounds, seems 

perfectly content to recycle 

the industrialized mots 

Words as revivifying play; play leading to laughter. 

Laughter leading ultimately to liberty. 

and wisecracks of others, to 

express its profoundest passions and fears 

and certitudes with cheap factory-made 

language slapped onto bumpers and printed 

on the backs ofT-shirts. The near-universal 

deployment of the word that is an anagram 

of this, in and of itself, has probably reduced 

the consumer demand for homegrown sen

tences by about 60 percent. 

Words as revivifying play; play leading 

to laughter. Laughter leading ultimately to 

liberty. No one in Mark Twain's time, and 

precious few since, have grasped this divine 

process as clearly as the old Vandal himself. 

It's a process well worth retracing in our 

own fraught time. And why? Young Satan, 

one of Mark Twain's late-life characters, 

explains it best: 

"For your race, in its poverty, has 

unquestionably one really effective weapon 

- laughter. Power, Money, Persuasion, 

Supplication, Persecution - these can lift at 

a colossal humbug, push it a little - crowd 

it a little - weaken it a little, century by 

century: but only Laughter can blow it 

to rags and atoms at a blast. Against the 

assault of Laughter nothing can stand." Ill 
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Making stuff up 

A hort attention span helps, too. "I write 

jokes, not novels, for a reason," Nicolucci 

says with the mixture of self-deprecation 

and mock self-praise seemingly inherent in 

humor writers. 

Long before starting on Late Night With 

Conan O'Brien, Nicolucci worked in journal

ism. A self-described "mediocre product of a 

fine school of journalism," Nicolucci worked 

for newspapers, a daily banking paper and 

eventually at Us Weekly magazine for six 

years in ew York. Over time, he began to 

realize that he wasn't all that interested 

in interviewing people or reporting. He'd 

rather make stuff up. 

He could have been another Jayson 

Blair or Stephen Glass; they made names 

for themselves making stuff up. Instead, 

he started writing humor pieces - quippy, 

zippy reads rooted in popular culture and 

aimed at people with equally short atten

tion spans. Some of them were picked up 

by such outlets as Entertainment Weekly, and 

from there he began building his comedy 

resume: 

·Editor, Spy humor magazine: A dream job. 
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Unfortunately, that was in Spy's "later, 

unfunny incarnation when it was pretty 

much on its last legs." 

·Writer, The Daily Show: Nicolucci 

switched media for this Comedy Central 

show, now a staple of satirical news and 

political punch lines, in its early days. Here 

he learned to write for other voices, first for 

host Craig Kilborn and th en for Jon Stewart. 

·Writer, The Martin Short Show: Nicolucci 

packed up and headed to Los Angeles for a 

higher-profile show and a union card. 

This is not Johnny Carson. Or 

maybe it's just Johnny Carson 

for a younger generation with a 

sharper sense of irony. 

·Unemployed, Los Angeles: After Short's 

show got cancelled, Nicolucci became 

another jobless writer in the capital of 

unemployed writers, actors, singers, models 

and so on. In a place where no one looks at 

you funny for doing absolutely nothing in 

the middle of the day, he fit right in. 

·Writer, Late Night With Conan O'Brien: 

In 2000, a friend of a friend rec

ommended him for a 

vacant slot. Nicolucci 

sent in his "packet," 

got the job as a mono-

logue writer and moved 

back to New York. 

Nicolucci has been 

working on Late Night 

since October 2000. His 

penchant for brevity 

and his ability to write 

concise, punchy jokes 

day in and day out 

helped him get the 

job. So did his 

ability to vary 

his writing voice for different hosts, says 

Chris Albers, a Late Night monologue writer 

since 1995. "I think from studying Conan's 

shows, he had Conan's voice in his head 

already," Albers says of the hiring process. 

"We realized, 'Oh, there's a bunch of jokes in 

here that we would have done.'" 

In addition to knowing his host, 

Nicolucci understands one other writing 

adage: Know your audience. 'Tm writing 

one-liners that Conan is comfortable saying, 

that the audience will presumably laugh at 

and that the network advertisers will not be 

appalled at," he says. 

Smart silliness 

Being conscious of network constraints 

doesn't mean the Late Night writers don't 

stretch them. Sure, all of the conventions 

of the t alk show are there: the host in a suit 

and tie, the sketches, the celebrity guests 

and, of course, the monologues. 

Those conventions seem a bit skewed, 

though. When O'Brien walks on stage -

with all his lanky, pasty mock sexiness and 

downright silly dancing- it becomes dear 

that this is not Johnny Carson. Or maybe it's 

just Johnny Carson for a younger generation 

with a sharper sense of irony. The sketches 

also have more bite. Only late at night on 

network TV will you find fake talking celeb

rity heads such as a hyperactive Arnold 

Schwarzenegger (yelling about the cyber

clones that will help elect him president) 

and a demonic Martha Stewart (seriously, 

her eyes turn red and fire shoots up behind 

her). And only an icon as goofy as O'Brien 

could cause a stir in a presidential election 

in Finland (he jokingly endorsed a candidate 

that looked like him). 

Like other shows in the genre, Late Night 

mocks celebrities while celebrating them 

at the same time. The writers take the 

self-mocking further, though, in a recur

ring theme about how hard it is to get real 

celebrities to come on the show. In one 

Topical humor is the gold standard in late-night comedy, so 

Nicolucci reads the news as if his job depends on it. Actually, it does. 
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such sketch that Nicolucci wrote, the show 

resorted to kidnapping Star Trek star William 

Shatner. Shatner hammed it up and "over

acted as only he can," including a scene in 

which he took a cyanide pill rather than 

doing the show. 

Having Shatner perform his bit was a 

career high point, as was the time actor Jim 

Carrey read one of his jokes on the air. But 

Nicolucci spends the vast majority of his 

time on the monologue, along with Albers 

and one or two other writers. The process 

takes all day, starting with that first dive 

into the news (see "From paper to punch 

line" below). 

It might seem like a lot of time for a 

grand total of five or six jokes, but Late 

Ni!Jht writers have the added pressure of 

coming up with something fresh to say 

about ground that other hosts, pundits 

and comedians already have covered ear

lier in the day. Take Michael Jackson, for 

example. During a four-day period in March 

2005, while his trial was going on, a joke 

about Jackson appeared in each monologue 

- three of them being the first joke of the 
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show. O'Brien looked pained to even bring 

it up, often making a crack about how he 

had no choice. With that kind of saturation, 

your Michael Jackson joke had better be 

smarter than the others (if a smart Michael 

Jackson joke is even possible). The same 

goes for Martha Stewart . 

With stale topics, the writers have to 

scour stories for new details. "You hope 

they make it fresh for you," Nicolucci says. 

"You hope that Martha or Michael said 

"We're not here to teach 

you a lesson. We're here 

to make you laugh." 

something ridiculous, or that there's a new 

wrinkle." That new wrinkle can come in the 

form of a post-jail ankle bracelet for Martha. 

That something ridiculous can come when 

Michael shows up for court in pajamas. 

Sometimes the job's not so tough. 

When it is tough, though, Nicolucci and 

the others benefit from a team approach. 

They start out writing separately, but they 

gather at various points in the day to tweak 

jokes and brainstorm. Team members push 

each other in competition. But it remains 

friendly, perhaps because of a policy of 

anonymity. The writers present their jokes 

to O'Brien collectively and without names, 

so they're not fighting for individual praise, 

Albers says: "We're just trying to make the 

monologue as good as it can be that night. 

If it is good as a whole, then we all look 

good, and if it's bad, then we all look bad to 

Conan and the audience." 

To look good on a slow news day, 

Nicolucci says there's always the New York 

Post, a scandalous scroll full of celebrity 

goofiness. The Post is always good for a 

joke about the Village People or the drink

ing habits of Chelsea Clinton and the Bush 

twins, or any other such nonsense. And 

nonsense it is - silly, trivial, sometimes 

offensive, sometimes low-brow and mostly 

quite funny nonsense. 

"We're not here to teach you a lesson," 

Nicolucci says . "We're here to make you 

laugh." lll 
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What cracked you up 
in college? 

36 ~IZZOI' 

Story edited by Dale Smith 

Illustrations by Deborah Zemke 

When we asked, you answered. Alumni 
sent us their best yarns recounting 
collegiate capers, pranks and priceless 
moments. Enjoy, but take warning: The 
following stories, seen in the rearview 
mirror of memory, may appear funnier, 
rosier, more coincidental or in other ways 
better than when they actually happened. 

Betting on baseball 

It was early spring 1947. My friend Carl and I 
were watching Coach John "Hi" Simmons 
conduct baseball practice in Brewer 
Fieldhouse, where a batting cage had 

been set up. We were casually discussing the 
possibility of trying out when Carl said, "Well, 
I don't see anyone down there any better than 
I am." Another student sitting nearby overheard 
him and offered a challenge, "If you're so damn 
good, why don't you go down there and prove it." 

Carl turned to him and said, "I've got ss that 
says that if I go down there, I'll have Coach 
Simmons talking to me within 30 seconds." The 
bystander said, "You're on," and both handed 
mess to hold. 

Carl left the stands, scooped up a bat, entered 
the already occupied batting cage and began 

taking practice swings. Simmons ran up and yelled, 
"Hey you, what do you think you're doing?" Carl left 
the cage and returned to the stands. I gave him the 
s10, and we headed for the Shack. 

James Estes, BA 'so 

Gladstone, Mo. 
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How not to cross a stream on a horse 

Back in 1932, the ROTC artillery unit was horse-drawn (we used 

the polo ponies), and the commanding officer was a regular Army 

man. One day he decided to take us on a field exercise and teach 

us how to ride "as officers and gentlemen." He lined us up along 

the top. It seemed he didn't know that a sand and gravel company 

had been dredging at his favorite crossing, which was now about 

10 feet deep. Not knowing whether to laugh or applaud his demon

stration, we sat transfixed on our horses. This was the same officer 

who, during his demonstration of how to jump a horse, got stuck 

Hinkson Creek and said he would demonstrate how to walk across a midway on one of the hedges. 

stream. With that, he walked his horse into the creek and promptly Ray Cummings, BA '35, BS Ed, MA '36 

disappeared beneath the water's surface. Only his hat floated on Ballwin, Mo. 

Get on with the game already 

Having entered the College of Engineering at age 25 and 

worked my way through school with a wife and two 

children to support, I assure you there were few light 

moments during my college career- not until graduation 

day in June 1962. 

On that day, the graduating class was seated in the 

west stands of Memorial Stadium, with family and 

friends seated on both sides and to the rear of the 

graduates. A large platform for faculty and 

dignitaries had been erected on the track 

between the football field and the stands, 

facing west. 

Our commencement speaker that 

day was Eugene}. McNeely, BS Eng 

'22, LLD '62, president of AT&T. As he 

paused in his delivery to allow a par

ticularly salient point to sink in, the 

voice of a young child penetrated the 

silence, echoing throughout the sta

dium. The young voice asked, "When 

is he going to shut up so they can start 

the football game?" 

The entire stadium rocked with 

laughter, and McNeely found it difficult 

to goon. 

I recognized that voice immediately. 

It belonged to my 5-year-old son, Mark. He 

cracked 'em up! 

Quandary at the quarry 

Paul Hollrah, BS CiE, '62 

Sand Springs, Okla. 

One hot and humid day in the summer of 1948, 

a gang of us decided to go swimming at the quarry. 

I wore a two-piece strapless bathing suit, and my top 

was held by one button. I dove into the water, and when 

I emerged, I saw my top floating a few yards from me. I 

was so embarrassed, and my date was kind enough 

to throw in his shirt. However, the shirt, when wet, 
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was practically transparent. A number of students were on hand 

taking pictures, and for weeks I walked around campus with my 

laughed hysterically, which helped pass the time and took our 

minds off of how cold we were . 

eyes down. We had an even better laugh the next day when someone opened 

Ines Barbera Sainz, A&S '49 the paper and we saw the Calvin and Hobbes cartoon with Calvin 

Vero Beach, Fla. walking in the snow and bitter cold. He stops, looks forward, 

wiggles his nose. His only words came in the last frame: "I just hate 

Vent saves rent 

One evening in 1961, my wife and I had just gotten in bed at the 

rooming house where we worked. I was a graduate student in the 

College of Agriculture, and we managed the 13-boy rooming house 

in exchange for rent of sso a month . My wife, jo, cleaned after the 

boys. That night we heard the voices of girls through the furnace 

vents. In those days, there were strict rules at the University: No 

girls allowed in boys' rooms. We could have lost our job and low 

rent if we didn't enforce that mandate. We hollered down the vent 

to get the girls out, and that was the end of it. As a married student, 

thi s was as exciting as it got. 

No nukes for this guy 

Bill Sellers, BS Ag '58, MS '62 

Salado, Texas 

One day as I was finishing my master's degree in physics, I drove 

my car to school. But after classes, I spaced out and walked home. 

oting that the car was gone, I ran into the apartment to confront 

my wife. I loudly demanded to know what she had done with my car. 

Traded it for a brisket, she joked. 

Then she whispered, "You prob

ably shouldn't work on anything 

nuclear." 

Bill Mullins, MS '60 

Carrollton, Texas 

Frozen delicacies 

One very cold eve

ning a bunch of us 

dorm friends from 

Farwell House 

were returning 

on foot from a 

visit to a friend ' 

apartment near 

Greektown. As 

we walked, we 

got to laughing 

at how the cold 

seemed to have 

frozen our noses 

and everything 

in them. We all 

it when my boogers freeze." 

Kimberly Boothe Guilford, BS Ed '88, M Ed '98 

Cigars and anarchy 

It was a simpler time at 

Mizzou in the early 1960s. 

Camelot seemed just 

beyond the horizon. 

During 1962 and 1963, 

the Alliance Party 

emerged as an attempt 

to meld the various 

independent houses 

and off-campus 

students into a 

political force. One 

rainy evening before 

the election of stu-

dent government 

officers, a meeting 

was held to lay out 

the party strategy. We 

crowded into the legendary 

"smoke-filled room," except 

Macon, Mo. 

this was a dormitory room that barely held us all. Still, security 

was enforced, and a member of the committee had to identify 

and vouch for each person. Most of us were casually dressed and 

smoking. Committee members were in sport coats and ties and had 

a predilection for pipes or cigars. Raincoats and umbrellas cluttered 

the room along with election posters and pamphlets. A student 

named Dick was obviously in charge as he called for attention and 

nonchalantly sat on the edge of a desk. He held a large cigar in 

one hand. His arms hung at his sides, but the heels of his hands, 

pressed hard against the desk, revealed his tension. 

"Listen up! Calm down! Shut up!" Dick began. "We don't have 

much time and ... " Dick stopped talking when I shot my hand up 

and said, "Pardon me, Dick, but .. . " Dick cut me off and went on, "I 

was saying we don't have much time. When I'm finished , I'll take 

questions and comments." 

Duly chastised, I sat quietly but anxiously through Dick's talk 

about how to hang and distribute posters and answer questions . 

Dick looked at me from time to time, but he finished his whole 
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sermon before he said, "OK. We'll throw it open for questions. I 

believe you have something to say." He looked directly at me. 

"Your raincoat's on fire," I said. 

Dick followed my gaze to the end of his cigar slowly 

burning a hole in his raincoat, jumped off the desk, yelled, 

"Son of a bitch," and began to beat the fire out. The meeting 

ended in some disarray. 

As I recall, the Alliance Party didn't do as well as was expected, 

but I don't think the two things are related. 

Pinkney's bruised pinkies 

Larry Ladd, BS Ed '67, M Ed '68 

Jacksonville, Ill. 

Economics Professor Pinkney Walker was a real favorite of 

students, and this story gives insight why. It seems he came to teach 

one morning with his hand in a bandage. Of course, the students 

asked what had happened. He is reported to have said, "When I was 

leaving the party, someone stepped on me." 

Balm for the backside 

Albert Mitchell, PhD '66 

Keezletown, Va. 

This is a tale of two Bobs: Bob D. and Bob H. Both were in my Alpha 

Gamma Rho fraternity. Bob H. was a practical joker. One semester, 

Bob D. had a class at 8:30 a.m., and as soon as the class ended, he 

always rushed back to use the restroom. Bob H. noted this regularity, 

and about once or twice a month, he would apply "itching ointment" 

to the toilet seat and catch Bob D. as his victim. On those particular 

days, Bob D's exclamations - "&?@#&" - made it a hilarious event for 

Bob H. and others within hearing distance. 

You're out of uniform, soldier 

Nelson Trickey, BS Ag ' 49, MS '55 

Columbia 

One day on our way to ROTC, my roommate and I were running late. We had 

just left Defoe Hall and were about to Brewer Fieldhouse when my roommate 

asked me to hold his hat as he adjusted his tie. He had just given me the hat 

when a bird dropped a load - I mean big load - right on top of his brand-new 

crew cut. How I made it on time I will never know. My roommate had to go 

wash up, though. Yeah, he was late. 

These books are made for droppin' 

David Snider, BS CiE '59 

Nixa, Mo. 

The day the government passed the lottery for the draft, my friend drew No. 1. 

He threw his books out the window from the fourth floor of Mark Twain Hall. 

They landed on his own car. 
Tom Mendenhall, BA '71 

Columbia lll 
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Ben Askren tries to do someth11111;.11111..,.,..1 
Mizzou wrestler has ever accomp l••~a: 
Win a national championship. 

Story by Chris Blose 

Photo by Rob Hill 



g people notice is the hair. When 

bound to come up. Superficial, 

oidable. 

to play it down, anyway. That 

assnre Afro iS his marketing tool. It's part of the 

reason he's the most recognizable wrestler walking 

around at the 2006 NCAA Championships in Oklahoma 

City, where he is shooting for a national title. 

Some animals puff up their fur to intimidate foes. 

Likewise, Askren picks out his already huge hair 

before some bouts to make it even bigger. Really, 

though, he doesn't need the hair to be intimidating 

or recognizable. A Big 12 title and perfect 40-0 record 

coming into the tournament should do the trick. 

Can the streak last? As the tournament starts on 

Thursday, March 16, that's the question. Can Askren 

earn the national title that has eluded him for two 

years and the Mizzou wrestling program for all 62 years 

of its existence? Can he overcome the frustration of 

being runner-up to Oklahoma State's Chris Pendleton 

for two years running? 

Three days and five bouts will tell. 
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If riding time sounds to you like something 

that happens on a horse, this glossary can 

help with the basics of a complex sport. 

For reference, each bout lasts seven 

minutes: one three-minute period 

and two two-minute periods. 

Fall: When one wrestler gets both of an 

opponent's shoulder blades touching the 

mat simultaneously for one second. Also 

known as a pin. This ends the bout and is 

the ultimate goal of wrestling. The other 

way to win is by outscoring an opponent on 

points. 

Takedown: When a wrestler success

fully gains control over an opponent, it is 

worth two points. 

Riding time: The time a wrestler spends 

controlling an opponent on the mat. 

Gaining a minute of riding time earns a 

wrestler a point, added at the end of the 

bout. 

Escape: Occurs when a wrestler breaks the 

control of the opponent and regains a free, 

neutral position. It is worth one point. 

Near fall: A wrestler gets one of the 

opponent's shoulders on the mat and the 

other at an angle of less than 45 degrees to 

the mat. Worth two, three or four points, 

depending on how long a wrestler holds it. 

Technical fall: A college wrestler can end 

a bout by getting 15 points ahead of his 

opponent. 

W'9Stlebadcs: These are the consolation 

brackets. If March Madness basketball 

brackets are simple addition and subtrac

tion, wrestling brackets may seem like 

calculus. The NCAA tournament is double

elimination, so once a wrestler loses, he 

still has the chance to wrestle his way back 

to All-America status (top 8 wrestlers in a 

weight class) and to place as high as third. 

Reversal: If a wrestler is being controlled or 

held on the mat and manages to reverse the 

situation and gain control of the opponent, 

that reversal is worth two points. 
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Poised and primed, Mizzou wrestler Ben Askren strides into the Ford Center in Oklahoma City for one of 

his matches in the NCAA Championships. Coach Brian Smith, who has boosted the wrestling program 

and believes it is ready for a national champion, follows. 

Bout one 

Askren's first test comes Thursday morning. 

To say the No. 1-seeded 174-pounder, a geo

graphy major from Hartland, Wis., has been 

waiting for this since his loss in 2005's firlal 

is an understatement. Some people might be 

happy being second best in the country. Not 

Askren. There's an easy solution, though. 

If you don't handle losing well, just 

don't lose. 

Askren steps onto the mat with his hair 

tucked into his headgear. Over the course 

of a bout, his locks become unlocked, 

working their way outside the headgear 

piece by piece like stuffirlg popping out of 

an old couch. 

He faces unseeded Christian Arellano of 

Cal-State Bakersfield. The first two periods 

go smoothly, but the action is too slow for 

Askren's liking. He's up 4-1 at the end of the 

second period with two takedowns (see 

sidebar at left for a glossary of wrestling 

terms and scoring information). That may 

sound solid, but Askren usually scores more 

points, more takedowns, more everything. 

He gets two more takedowns in the third 

period, plus a point for riding time to end 

the match with a respectable 9-2 victory. 

Respectable, yes, but Askren is not quite 

playing his game yet. 

His next opponent, Wes Roberts of 

Oklahoma, knows how to take him even 

further out of that game. 

Combat chaos 

The atmosphere of a big wrestling tour

nament can be a bit chaotic, especially 

in Oklahoma City, not far from the 

powerhouse programs at Oklahoma State 

University and the University of Oklahoma. 

More than 15,000 people pack each session. 

Wrestling is king here for the next 

three days. Security guards play-fight in 

the halls of the Ford Center's underbelly. 

Adults in local restaurants joke about what 

they should eat if they want to "make 

weight" for the competition. Little kids don 

wrestling uniforms. 

On the floor, eight mats of various colors 

create an action-packed patchwork. With 

eight bouts happening simultaneously, fans 

pick out their team's wrestlers. A roar goes 
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up from the overwhelming orange section 

of OSU fans each time one of their wrestlers 

does something right - or a boo when they 

deem the referees deficient. Cheers come 

from smaller sections, too, including the 

Mizzou block of black and gold fans, family 

members and fellow athletes. 

Askren isn't worried about the chaos. 

He's been here twice before. He doesn't feel 

pressure - not even when every wrestler in 

his weight class wants to take him down. In 

fact , he says being the man to beat puts him 

at ease. He doesn't have to focus on beating 

anyone specific or mix it up from match 

to match. 

"I think it's mine to win," he says. "If 

I'm going to lose, it's going to be a terrible 

match on my part." 

Bout two 

"Ben Askren, report immediately to mat 

three," the announcer scolds over the 

center's speakers. The Oklahoma crowd gets 

restless, but Askren comes jogging in just in 

time. He peels off his shorts and T-shirt and 

hops right into the action with Wes Roberts 

of Oklahoma. 

Askren's two bouts this year against 

Roberts were among his closest - and 

his most frustrating, even though he 

won. Knowing Askren's strengths in the 

takedown game, Roberts becomes evasive. 

He simply doesn't let Askren wrestle him. 

Boring, but smart. 

Roberts gets the first two points on a 

takedown. Askren escapes quickly, though, 

for a point. By the end of the second period, 

that's still the score in this low-scoring 

match: 2-1, although Askren has enough 

riding time for a point. At best, he's tied now. 

At worst, he's losing his shot at the title. 

Knowing this, Askren picks it up in the 

third period. He outscores Roberts 4-2 with 

two takedowns and wins the bout 6-4. 

Askren works opponent Jake Herbert of 

Northwestern on the ground. Askren's action

packed style often includes getting a takedown, 

then letting his opponent escape so he can get 

another takedown. 
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His parents, Chuck and Michele Askren, 

say that he just doesn't look like himself 

today, but he survives and moves on to 

the quarterfinal. He runs off the mat with a 

subtle look of relief on his face . 

The individual aspect 

Askren's dad always roughhoused with 

him and his brother, Max, now a redshirt 

freshman on the Mizzou wrestling team. The 

sport just came naturally. A former wrestler, 

Chuck Askren built a practice room in the 

house for the boys. They had a Nintendo 

like other kids, but he limited their time on 

it. They had to get out and stay active. 

By fifth grade, Askren had grown out of 

being a "chubby kid" into a more athletic 

body. He started to get serious, and he and 

Max wrestled year-round. By early high 

school, Askren had given up other sports 

to focus on wrestling. It worked. He won 

two Wisconsin state titles and one Junior 

National Championship. He attracted the 

attention of Missouri Coach Brian Smith, 

among others . 

The solo nature of the sport drew him to 

it. "Jn another sport, if you work hard and 

your teammates don't, you're still going to 

fail," Askren says. "Jn wrestling, if you work 

hard, the only person who can make you fail 

is yourself." 

Askren clearly thrives on competition, 

but he's more laid-back off the mat. In his 

rare spare time, he still competes, but at a 

sport that's the opposite of wrestling for 

him: disc golf (imagine golf, but played by 

throwing flying discs of various weights and 

styles at a basket instead of a hole). On the 

mat in a bout, he's serious. On the disc golf 

course, he's full of jokes and completely at 

ease. He still wants to win, though. In fact , 

he spent his Spring Break with buddies 

playing in disc golf tournaments in several 

southeastern states. 

But even this is just a pleasant diversion. 

Wrestling dominates his life. "He lives it 

every day," Smith says. "Each day is just 

another day in his process to win the 

national title." 

Bout three: quarterfinals 

Before his bout against eighth-seeded Travis 

Frick of Lehigh, Askren and his hair bounce 

up and down in the corridor that leads to 

the mats. He talks with fellow wrestlers and 

stays loose. Up in the stands, his parents 
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look forward to a better day than Thursday. 

His dad usually wanders off to watch the 

bout from a spot where he can focus, 

maybe an entryway, away from high-fiving 

fans and other distractions. 

Askren beat Frick handily earlier in the 

sea on, so he's confident. It shows. He gets 

a takedown. He lets Frick get the point for 

an escape so he can take him down again. 

He does this again and again. Then he gets a 

three-point near fall . By the end of the first 

period, he leads 9-2. It doesn't last much 

longer. With five takedowns and three near 

falls, he earns a technical fall, ending the bout 

at 19-3about13 seconds into the third period. 

He's on his game today. He scored over 

and over and tired Frick with his relentless 

attack . It's St. Patrick's Day, but nobody's 

going to get the chance to pinch him. 
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Bout four: semifinals 

Askren is back in the corridor agairJ, bounc

ing around and watching other bouts as he 

waits for his semifinal . There are six mats 

now: semifinals on the two center mats and 

wrestle backs on four outer mats. Fans in 

the stands obsessively update their printed 

brackets as the action picks up. 

Askren faces fifth-seeded Mike Patrovich, 

who had an impressive 30-3 record coming 

into the tournament. One of those three 

losses was to Askren. With Askren's 

high-point victories, it's easy to forget that 

his opponents are some of the best in the 

sport at the college level. 

He takes off his Missouri T-shirt, high

fives one of his coaches and goes to work. 

He gets a quick takedown and lets Patrovich 

escape. He does this repeatedly. He eases 

Patrovich slowly over upside down for a 

three-point near fall . He never even looks to 

be in danger. The bout goes all three peri

ods, but a point for riding time brings the 

final score to 21-6 - another technical fall . 

Another opponent tossed around like the 

damaged and bandaged practice dummy in 

the Mizzou training room. 

Wrestling is life 

By the end of Friday night, only Askren and 

teammate Tyler McCormick remain from 

the Mizzou squad (see sidebar on Mizzou 

wrestlers at right). McCormick wins his 

All-America wrestleback match to take 

seventh place on Saturday morning, and it's 

down to just Askren. 

Across the street, fans kill time before 

the night's finals. There's a mini-carnival, 

and previous championship matches play 

on two big screens. One is Askren-Pendleton 

in 2005. People point to Askren and whisper 

about how he's the best in college wrestling 

this year. 

Askren's uncle, Mike, watches the bout 

stoically, reliving the loss. He wears a hat 

Askren celebrates his victory over Herbert in the 

finals. Askren is Mizzou's first national champion 

wrestler, and he still has another season to try to 

go for another title. 

with Ben's name on one side and Max's on 

the other. "I never want to see that again," he 

says, yet he stands there through the whole 

thing. At a table maybe 30 yards away, Chuck, 

Michele and Max Askren are taking a break 

along with other fans, indudingAskren's 

high school coach, John Mesenbrink. 

Chuck and Michele make it to almost all 

matches. Chuck laughs and says that they 

have put about 70,000 miles on their van in 

the past year and a half. Michele says they 

haven't taken a family trip that wasn't for 

wrestling since Ben was in eighth grade. 

Wrestling is life for the entire family. That 

will continue, too. After college, Askren 

wants a shot at the 2008 Olympics and even

tually a job as a Division 1 college coach. 

Like any parent, Michele gets nervous 

when she watches her son. His dominance 

eases the nerves, though: "I guess it's been 

pretty easy this year." 

The national title is far from given, 

though. There's a buzz about this bout. 

It's the only NCAA final between two 

undefeated opponents. Askren will face Jake 

Herbert of Northwestern, a bigger oppo

nent with a record of 32-0 coming into the 

tournament and the same number of falls as 

Askren at 13. 

Chuck Askren shies away from making 

predictions. 'Tm a superstitious person," he 

says. "I believe you can ruin your destiny by 

running your mouth." 

Bout five: finals 

The finals take place on one mat, elevated 

on a stage and broadcast live on ESPN. There 

is a parade of All-Americans first, including 

Askren and McCormick. Askren picked out 

his hair out to unnatural size on the bus 

on the way over. You can probably see it 

from the nosebleed seats. You can probably 

see it from space. His friends and fans in 

the stands wear multicolored Afro wigs 

for support. 

If Askren is nervous, it doesn't show. He 

hangs out on press row, joking around with 

reporters, pounding Powerade and watching 

the other finals . 
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Wrestlers enter from separate corridors 

as the announcer says, "In the red corner 

... " In his corridor, Jake Herbert is a ball 

of intense energy ready to burst. He can't 

stop moving or making the faces athletes 

sometimes make to pump themselves up. 

This is where Askren differs: His face hardly 

changes, and although he's in constant 

motion, his muscles and mindset seem 

relaxed even before one of the biggest bouts 

of his life. 

It begins. Herbert goes for a takedown 

almost immediately, catching Askren 

off guard. Here's an opponent who really 

wants to wrestle with him. That might be 

a mistake. 

Askren recovers from the surprise and 

gets a takedown. Then he gets a two-point 

near fall, then another. By the end of the 

first period, he's up 6-o with enough riding 

time for another point. Herbert gets a 

reversal in the second period for two points. 

Those are the only points he will score. 

Although he's not quite as dominant 

as in the quarterfinal or semifinal, it's the 

most lopsided final of the night. Askren 

wrestles his way, and he's clearly having fun. 

Anything Herbert tries, Askren turns it to 

his advantage. A reporter comments that it's 

like wrestling silly putty. 

The final score is 14-2. Askren's arms go 

up. Coach Smith's arms go up. It's done. 

When he takes the stand to receive his 

medal, he gets a standing ovation out of 

respect from this Big 12-heavy crowd. After 

the 2005 final, an upset Askren had to skip 

press interviews. In 2006, he's jovial and 

even a little cocky at his press conference. 

Askren is named Outstanding Wrestler 

of the tournament. He's the first-ever 

Mizzou wrestling national champion and 

the first three-time All-American for the 

program. He has earned the 12th individual 

national title for a Mizzou athlete. (The 

University also has had two track relay 

teams win titles, plus the 1954 baseball team 

title and the 1965 men's indoor track team 

title .) Other accolades will follow. 

As much as anything else, though, it's 
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Ever the showman, Askren gets a haircut in front 

of fans and media once back in Columbia after his 

victory. Kids with plastic bags gather pieces of his 

trademark curly locks. 

vindication for Coach Smith and for Askren's 

decision to come to Mizzou, even though 

some thought he should go to a more estab

lished program. They said it couldn't be done 

at Mizzou. They were wrong. 

Epilogue 
Askren may be the only athlete for whom 

a haircut warrants a press release. On 

Thursday, March 23, he sits in a barber's 

chair at a Columbia Cost Cutters. He says 

he hasn't had a real haircut in about five 

years. He gets a mullet. No one can accuse 

him oflacking a sense of humor. He has 

an audience for this haircut: local media, 

coaches, friends and young fans with plastic 

bags to collect pieces of his hair. 

ls he a sporting Samson? Will he lose 

his power along with his trademark frizz? 

Doubtful. Besides, there is plenty of time to 

grow it back out before next season starts 

and he tries for title number two. lll 

The Ben Askren fan club has a look all its own; 

friends wore Afro wigs during Askren's final bout 

to show support -and to increase the odds of 

getting on TV. Both worked. 

Ben Askren wasn't alone in representing 

Mizzou at the 2oo6 NCAA Championships in 

Oklahoma City or in being an All-American. 

Sophomore Tyler McCormick finished 

seventh at 133 pounds, thereby earning his 

first All-America honors. McCormick won 

five of seven tournament bouts. He lost 

to the eventual third-place and fifth-place 

finishers. 

Seven Mizzou wrestlers qualified for the 

tournament, and the team finished 15th. 

The other qualifiers, by weight class, were: 

senior Austin Devoe, 125 pounds; redshirt 

freshman Michael Chandler, 157 pounds; 

junior Matt Pell, 165 pounds; redshirt 

freshman Raymond Jordan, 184 pounds; 

and senior Jeff Foust, 197 pounds. 

For Coach Brian Smith and the wres

tlers who will be back next year, Askren's 

national title shows that it can be done 

at Mizzou. "This is my eighth season at 

Missouri, and the fourth trip to the finals in 

a row, so we were due," Smith says. "This 

just opens the door now." 
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Chronicling Mizzou hoops 

Although nearly 20 years have passed, 

Michael Atchjson vividly remembers the 

moment he fell head over heels forTiger 

ba ketball, a moment that eventually led to 

his decision to write the forthcomjng book 

True Sons: A Century of Missouri Tigers Basketball. 

The MU Alumni Association is sponsoring 

publication of the book, which will be avail

able in September. 

Atchison's magical moment happened 

on Feb. 11, 1987, during a game at the 

Hearnes Center against KU. "When Kansas 

is in town, everythjng is djfferent, and the 

building just had that special feeling about 

it," ays Atchison, BA '90, JD '93. The game 

was tied 60-60 with fewer than 15 seconds 

left when Derek Chjevous passed to Mike 

Sandbothe under the basket. Sandbothe 

was fouled and went down. Suddenly hjs 

legs cramped, and he left the game. 

Coach Norm Stewart sent in Devon Rolf 

to shoot the one-and-one with the game 

on the line. Rolf mjssed the first shot, but 

Mizzou hung on to the ball. Greg Church 

caught the rebound and passed the ball out 

to Lynn Hardy. Hardy passed to Lee Coward 

in the corner. Coward sank a three-pointer. 

Victory. 

"I know exactly where Coward stood 

when he took that shot, and I can still feel 

that explosion of cheering when it went in," 

Atchison says. 

Atcruson's book moves chronologically 

through each Tiger basketball season start

ing in 1906, when the game James Naismith 

invented was just 15 years old and evolving 

rapidly. "There was the YMCA version of 

the game, a finesse game as Naismith envi

sioned it with no contact and no dribbling," 

Atcruson says. The ball moved only by pass

ing, and defenders didn't cross the centerline. 

And then there was the more helter-skelter 

college version of the game that allowed drib

bling and plenty of contact. "Many of these 

guys had never played the game before, and 

lots of them were football players." 

Atchison wants to reclaim some of the 
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all-but-forgotten history of the game that 

is specific to MU. For instance, he says, few 

people know that Mizzou had the best pro

gram in the country between 1918 and 1922. 

The team's previously mediocre fortunes 

looked up when Walter Meanwell, a physi

cian, took over as coach in 1917. "At a time 

when some schools had no coach at all, he 

brought a more meticulous style of play to 

the game." Rather than taking long shots 

and chasing the ball, Meanwell's players 

traded on short passes and moved about 

the court in patterned fashion . 

The book is likely to appeal to many 

alumni, says Todd Mccubbin, M Ed '95, exec

utive director of the association. "For a lot of 

folks who went to school here, some of their 

greatest memories are athletic events," he 

says. "It's a big part of our culture at Mizzou. 

This book talks about our history through 

basketball, which is especially appropriate 

during 2006 as we celebrate the association's 

15oth anniversary." 

The association will sell the book for 

S39.99 on the Web at www.mizzou.com; in 

bookstores in St. Louis, Kansas City and 

Columbia; and at football games, basket

ball games and chapter events. For details, 

call the association at (573) 882-6611 or toll 

free at (800) 372-6822. 

Mccubbin urges readers to reserve their 

copies early. "Members who order by Aug. 1 

will receive a copy signed by Norm Stewart," 

he says. "Those will be collectors' items." 

Three great Geyers 
The MU Alumni Association's Mizzou 

Legislative Network Executive Committee 

honored three people with tills year's Geyer 

Awards for public service to higher educa

tion and Mizzou. They are Columbia busi

nessman Richard Mendenhall, BS Ed '70, 

M Ed '72, and Missouri state Reps. Bryan 

Pratt, BS BA '95, JD '99, and Brian Yates, 

BA '98, JD 'ot. 

Supporting Mizzou is a Mendenhall 

family tradition. Richard Mendenhall's par-

University, and rus ancestors 

helped convince legislators to put MU in 

Columbia in 1839. In 2005, Mendenhall 

became chair and a founding member of 

the Mizzou Flagship Council, a new political 

action group that works to influence legisla

tors in favor of the University's missions of 

teaching, research, service and economic 

development. The council is bipartisan and 
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Michael Atchison's new book covers the history 

of Mizzou's basketball program. 

functions independently of MU. 

Pratt serves part of eastern Jackson 

and western Lafayette counties, and he 

chairs the House Judiciary Committee. He 

opposed the name change for Southwest 

Missouri State, which put him at odds 

with his party but won friends among MU 

alumni. His work with Mizzou students 

includes sponsoring legislation intended 

to give them a voting member on the 
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University of Missouri Board of Curators. 

Yates, who represents part of Jackson 

County, leads the insurance policy 

committee and serves on the budget 

committee. He has worked with both 

alumni and students to strengthen 

Missouri's commitment to higher educa

tion and reinforce MU's role as the state's 

major public research university. Along with 

Pratt, he helped lead the fight against name 

changes for public universities. 

Send memories 
What is your best story about being part 

of the MU Alumni Association? Perhaps 

it's a proud 

moment, an 

adventure, 

agreatone

liner or the 

camaraderie 

you always 

will treasure. 

Please tell us 

your most 

important 

Alumni 
Association 

story. We will include replies in a file of 

information about the association's 15oth 

anniversary that University Archives will 

maintain for posterity. 

E-mail your best memory to 

MUAA I 50th@missouri.edu. 

Members: Sign up 
for Oct. 28 tailgate 
Save time in your fall schedule to attend the 

Member Appreciation Tailgate party at Hearnes 

Fieldhouse three hours before the kickoff of 

the Tiger football game against Oklahoma on 

Oct. 28. For a small admission fee, members 

and their guests will enjoy a buffet, beverages 

and gifts. Limited tickets will be available at the 

door, so order early. Nonmembers who join at 

the door will get in free. 

More: (573) 882-6611 

MUAAVision 
"The MU Alumni 

Association shall 

be the pre-eminent 

resource for the 

University." 

What a job 

description! That Jay Dade 

was the association's vision I inherited 

when I became president in fall 2005. 

Since then, I've watched with pride 

and enjoyed participating in many of the 

association's traditions and programs. 

These include Tiger Walk, Homecoming, 

Faculty-Alumni Awards, True Tigers, 

Leadership Scholarships, the Dr. Richard 

Wallace Faculty Incentive Grants, Mizzou 

Legislative Network, the Geyer Awards 

and the Mizzou Reunions Program. A 

record 37,550 members have united to 

support Mizzou's interests and traditions. 

Their advocacy, communication and vol

unteerism enhance the lifelong relation

ships that are the association's lifeblood. 

We have much to be proud of. On 

Jan. 16, 2006, MU alumni gathered at 

Mizzou Arena and 46 other locations 

nationwide to launch a yearlong celebra

tion of the association's first 150 years 

of service to MU. Previous association 

leaders - Guitar, Rollins, Lenoir, Lathrop, 

Wilkes, Loeb and Gentry to name a few 

- handed down to us a great University. 

Our next 150 years promise as much. 

"A pre-eminent resource." There is 

no greater calling for our association. 

I'll continue to join with other alumni 

and friends as we build an even better 

University and improve higher education 

in Missouri. Thank you for allowing me 

to serve you, and join me in welcoming 

Kim Voss, our president for 2006-o7. 

Rally for our Mizzou and join today! 

Ch11 &..If_ 
Jay Dade, BJ '85, JD '93 

President, MU Alumni Association 
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Members for life 
In preparation for the MU Alumni 

Association's isoth anniversary celebration 

in 2006, planners decided to reduce the 

rates for endowed life memberships by sso 

for the year and set their goal at a symbolic 

1so. Enrolling that many new life members 

would have more than doubled their usual 

annual crop. But response has been over the 

top. The new goal: soo. 

"We average about 6s new endowed life 

members annually, so getting to 130 by 

April is remarkable," says David Roloff, the 

association's director of membership and 

marketing. "It's a good cause, and this is the 

time to do it." 

Meet two new endowed life members 

below, and find out why they jumped 

in now. 

Go Tiger 
They don't call him "Tiger John" for noth

ing. John Cleek, BS BA '72, owner of Cleek's 

Lease or Own, based in Columbia, has been 

supporting MU steadily for nearly 40 years. 

He started by attending football games. "I 

haven't missed a conference game since 

19s8," Cleek says. His father, Elmo "Missouri 

Mo" Cleek, who founded the business, 

wasn't one to miss games either. "On home 

football game days, we would lock up at 

i p.m. and hang a sign saying we'd be back 

30 minutes after the game ended." 

Since then, the business has grown, and 

so has Cleek's support for MU. For instance, 

beyond funding athletics scholarships, his 

business sponsors Tiger John's Family Land 

at Mizzou Arena, which allows up to so local 

children to attend home basketball games. 

Tickets typically go to local charities for 

distribution. 

His approach to becoming an endowed 

life member was a little less deliberate. "I 

didn't know there was such a thing until 

this year," Cleek says. "But once I found out, 

I figured that if I was a life member ofTiger 

Quarterback Club and Bassmaster, I ought to 

be a life member of the alumni association, 
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too." Cleek thinks his membership will be a 

good investment. 

Mom's berth at the 'Berg 
Cathy Senderling, BJ '93, a lobbyist for the 

County Welfare Directors Association of 

California, grew up in St. Louis, but she was 

always familiar with Mizzou. She drank soda 

out of cups her parents brought home from 

Tiger football games, and her mother once 

pointed out the spot where she used to hang 

out at Columbia's Old Heidelberg restaurant. 

"I realized that I still identify really 

strongly with the University even though 

I've been out 13 years and live in California," 

Senderling says. "I still pay attention to 

the teams, and the alumni magazine helps 

keep me in touch with other goings on. The 

Missouri connection speaks to me." 

Senderling had been thinking about 

becoming a life member for a few years, and 

the special offer for this year's 1soth anniver

sary of the association caught her eye. "The 

ability to pay off the membership over a few 

years made it a no-brainer. It's especially 

helpful to younger graduates like me, and it 

will make the association more dynamic for 

years to come." 

New endowed life members 
Congratulations to the following people, 

who have become endowed life members 

since Jan. i, 2006: 

Scott D. Acheson, BS BA '93 
John Allee, BS '86 
Lauren Bacon, BJ '03, MA '04 

Mkhael A. Belinson, BA '61, MD '65 

Alicia Bingel, BS Ace '99, M Ac.c '99 
Zeb Birdwell, BS BA '01 

Sarah S. Bonstead, BS '94, DVM '98 
Lisa Kane Bowman BA '85 

Michael A. Brady, MBA '73 
CUfford S. Brown, BA '65, JD '68 
James Howard Brown, BS BA '95 

William Browns, MS '71 
Lunn Brown Burger, BJ 'n 
Andrea Canagasaby, BA '03, BS '03 
Gary A. Carr, BJ 'SO 
Arthur L. Casey, MD '77 
Michelle Casey 
Michael Nelson Chandler, BS Ace '88, JD '95 
Richard). Chrismer, BA '97 

Ann P. Cleek, BS Ed '75 
John C. Cleek, BS BA '72 

W. Randall Coil, BA '74 
Gertrude Combs, BS Ed '55 
Diana ConkUn, BS Ed '85 
Susan E. Cooper, BS Ace '84 
Larry D. Cousin, BS BA '70, MBA '78 
Christophu P. Crutchfield, BJ '96 

Patti Butera-DeMarco, BA '85 

Alex E. Denes, MD '73 
Mignon Diehl, BS '96 
Kim Warrington Dobson, BS ME '84 

Thomas W. Dooley, MD '83 

Larry Ray Downey, BS BA '74 
Kathryn Eickhoff, BA '6o 

Robert Finton, MS '67 

Thomas H. Frankel, BS BA '65 
Karen C. Frick, BS HE '82 
Jennifer Kay Gamer 
Jeffrey E. Gr.mt, BS BA '91 
Janet Yagel Graue, BS HE '78 
Michael L Graue, BS MT '78, MBA '82, MS '82 
Christopher J. Hagemann, BS Ace '91 

Andrew M. Hamilton, BA '92 
Shari R. Hamilton, BA '93, DVM '97 
Christina M. Hammers, BJ '90, MPA '96 

John Bump Hay, BS BA '92, MBA '94 
Michael}. Head, BS BA '8o 

Scott A. Hedges, BS Ed '91 

Constance Heienickle, BS '94, JD '97 
Jeffrey J. Heienickle, BS EE '96 
Alan Hiken, BS ChE '84 
Kathryn E. Hodges, BHS '8>, MD '86 

Karen V. James, BS Ed '96, M Ed '98 
Joyce Jessen 
Ronald G. Jessen 
Aaron D. Jones, JD '98 
Katharine M. Klauser, BS HE '72 

Michael A. Klauser, DVM '74 
Allen S. Lasater, BS ChE '8o 

Jon Lawrence, BA '98 
Melinda S. Love, BJ '78 
Nancy W. Magee, BS Ed '55 
Mark G. Maltagliati, BS Ag '83 
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Membership matters 

Photo by James Yates 

John Cleek became one of 130 new endowed life 

members in 2006- so far. 

Bennie F. Martin, BS '61 Carol Nolte 

Matthew McGuire, MBA '03 Marie W. Nolte, BGS '81 

Love is in the air 
Celebrate Tiger togetherness by 

signing up for Mizzou Match, a 

free service for couples who are 

members of the MU Alumni Association 

and who both graduated from MU. 

Registrants may share their stories 

and peruse the memories and photos 

that others have posted in the Mizzou 

Match gallery. 

More: www.mizzou.com 

Photo fin ish 
Care to share your best photograph of 

Mizzou's campus with 37,550 association 

members worldwide? Enter the 2007 

MUAA Member Calendar Photo Contest 

by June 30. It's free, and prints, slides 

and digital entries are welcome. 

More: www.mizzou.com 

Get your sesquicentennial 
poster now 

Current members can celebrate 

the association's i soth anniversary 

by hanging a free commemora

tive wall poster in their homes or 

Maxine W. McKee, BS HE '80 

Timothy K. McNamara, BJ 'n 
James 0. Norris, BS Ed '56, MA '58, PhD '61 
Melissa Novak 

Amy M. Robinson, BA BJ '95 
Anne E. Ryan, BA '87 
Andrew R. Sackin, BA '73 
Janine L. Sandfort, BMS '64 

offices. Visit t he merchandise sec-

tion at www.mizzou.com for details. 

Nonmembers can visit the Join Now 

section at www.mizzou.com and use 

"150" in the application's appeal referral 

code box. 

Digital memory 
Years after they graduate, many alumni 

still recall their student numbers. That's 

why the association's membership 

cards included student ID numbers until 

recently. But federal regulations now 

prohibit this practice. Instead, cards 

will include members' alumni records 

account number. The association will 

still use student numbers internally, so 

feel free to use either number when you 

contact us. 

Feeling floral? 
Save 10 percent on flowers any t ime 

at 1-800-FLOWERS.COM. Go to 

www.mizzou.com, click on Membership 

Services and then on Discounts for 

Members. In t he category of Gift/ 

Specialty Shops, find the link to 1-800-

FLOWERS.COM and explore discounted 

floral and gift products sure to please 

any Tiger. 

Brenda Lynn Tally, BJ '87 
J. Brad Tally, BS Ed '87 

Brian Grogan Millburn, MBA '79 
Karen Asmussen Miller, BHS '86 
Lowell D. Miller, Jr., BS Ag '83, MBA '85 
Todd R. Miszner, MBA ' 85 

Deborah Orskog Ohlhausen, BA '85, MD '88 
Ward William Ohlhausen, MD '88 

Robert M. Sandlort, BS EE '64, MS '66, PhD '71 
Janis Sapp, M Ed '98 

Bruce A. Tarantola, BS EE '81 

Susanne R. Teel, BS Ed '69 
Michael T. Tellman, BS BA ' 68 
Erwin K. Thomas, PhD '78 

Howard M. Thomas, BS Ag '90 
Julie E. Thomas, BS ME '89 
Stacey M. Treu, BS '87 Elisa G. Mitchell, BS Ed '76 M Ed 'n 

Thom Mitchell, BA BJ '92 
Christopher A. Molendorp, BA '91 
Karen Montgomery 
JuUa 0. Moser, BA '83 
Sherryl. Murray 
William T. M. Murray 
Rebecca Nahm, BJ '98 
Gary Nail, BS Ed '70 
Dwight M. Nash, BS Ag '74, D\IM 'n 
Nancy Jo Nash, BA '71 
Susan Geoffrion Neverve, BS Ed '74, M Ed '75 
Andrew Nichols, BS BA '0 1 
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John E. Ott, BJ '83 
Kirk Max Penner, BS BA '83 
Jaimie M. pfeifer, BS '98 
Cynthia G. Pollard, BJ '76 
Aaron Porter, BS '99 
M. Susan Pryor, BJ 'Bo 

Michael l. Ransom, BS Ace '88 
Peggy Rasch, BS PA '72 
Robert W. Rasch, JD '73 
John H. Ratliff BS Ag '66 
Timothy M. Read, BJ ' 01 

Terri l. Riutcel, BS Ag '91 
James M. Roberts, BS CE '78 
Karmen D. Robertson, BS Ed '83 
Vernon l. Robertson, BS CE ' 88 

Patricia A. Schumacher1 EdO '93 
Emil H. Sechler, BS BA '71 
Catherine E. Senderling, BJ '93 
Charles Shine, BS CE '82 

T. Michael Shortal, BS EE '61 
Darla D. Six, BS Ed '88, M Ed '93 
Jacalyn T. Smith, BA '98 
Michael A. Smith, BS BA '98 
Samuel D. Smith, BS '96 
Tracy Smith, BA '97 
Bradley Winton Snider, BS CE '97 
Daniel G. Sohn, BA '71, MO 185 
Geoffrey F. Stamper, BS Ag '91 
Neil B. Steiner, BS Ag '79 
John W. Stephens, BA '72, M Ed '74 

William 0. Treu, BA '85 
Jeffrey S. Tumer, MS '85 
Lara l. Wakefield, MS HS '95 
Marie R. Wakefield, MD '94 
Morris l. Walker, BS ME '70 
Kristin Waller, MHA '92 

Thomas R. Walsh, MD '83 
Frederick A. Ward, BHS '74 
Catherine A. Wessling, BGS '93, M Ace '95 
Brent B. Witte, MBA '93 
John F. Zeuner, BS BA '67 
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Celebrate a special occasion. 
Honor a friend, family member 

or favorite professor. Acknowledge an 
accomplishment. An MU Libraries 
Honor with Books donation is the perfect 
way to provide a lasting tribute to special 
people in your life. 

• Favorite professor 
• Memorial tributes 
• Graduations 
• Birthdays 
• Anniversaries 
• Retirements 

For as little as $100, 
you can honor the 
person of your choice. 
Every $100 increment 
funds the acquisition 
of one new book 
selected by an MU 
Libraries' subject 
specialist. Names of 
the honoree and the 
donor will appear on 
a bookplate inside the 
book's front cover and 

In ltonoro/ 
Jonathan Doe 

Gift of 
Jane Doe 

in the computer display of the Libraries' online 
catalog. We will endeavor to fulfill any preference 
regarding subject matter for books purchased. 
All gifts are tax-deductible, and notification of 
gifts can be sent to the honoree or the honoree's 
family. 

H elp strengthen the collections of 
the MU Libraries. Make a gift to the 
Honor with Books program. 

For more information, call Gena Scott at (573) 882-637 1, 

e-mail scottgl@missouri.edu or write Honor with Books, 
104 Ellis Library, Columbia, MO 65201-5149 



The Thirties 
-Mary Folse Hutchison, BA '31, MA '32, 

PhD '34, and husband ·Gregory Hutchison, 

BA, BJ '32, MA '39, ofWashington, D.C., 

celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary 

March12. 

The Forties 
·Ray McClure, BS Ag' 42, M Ed '51, and wife 

Jean Ream McClure, BS HE' 42, of Columbia 

and MU professor emeritus of finance Ray 

Lansford and wife Beuna of Columbia were 

honored by the Columbia Kiwanis Club with 

the McClure-Lansford We Build Endowment, 

which will support projects that help young 

children. 

·Bruce Goodpasture, BJ '47, of Roanoke, Va., 

is listed in Who's Who in America. 

The Fifties 
Keith Blackledge, BJ '50, of North Platte, 

Neb., was inducted into the Nebraska 

Journalism Hall of Fame by the Nebraska 

Press Association and the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln College ofJournalism 

and Mass Communications. 

Marlin Field, MA '55, of Hillsdale, Mich., 

retired as a librarian for the Waldron area 

and Hillsdale community schools in 1986. 

Prior to his work as a librarian, he was 

an instructor of political science for Lake 

Michigan College. 

Earl Hutchison, BJ '55, MA '55, of 

Cookeville, Tenn., wrote Growin9 Up on the 

Illinois Prairie Durin9 the Great Depression 

and the Coal Mine Wars: A Portrayal of the 

Way Life Was, published by The Edwin 

Mellen Press. 

·Harry "Sonny" Jennings, BSF '57, and 

wife ·Elma Overall Jennings, BS Ed '57, of 

Farmington, Mo., celebrated their 5oth 

wedding anniversary Dec. 26. 

·Donald Holloway, BS EE '58, and wife 

·Renee Foreman Holloway, BS Ed '53, of 

Eldon, Mo., celebrated their 5oth wedding 

anniversary Nov. 25. 

SUMMER 2006 

Daughter in law 

In the mid-193os, Edith Dailey Wright's 

parents encouraged their four daughters 

to pursue professions or trades to pro

tect them from Depression-era poverty. 

Wright, JD' 44, chose law. With her 

mother's encouragement, she titled her 

ninth-grade career essay "Daughter 

in Law." 

But there were no female attorneys in 

Chillicothe, Mo., where Wright grew up, 

and very few elsewhere in Missouri. " My 

teacher ridiculed me," Wright says, still 

shocked at the insult. But his mocking 

reinforced her resolve to become 

a lawyer. 

She enrolled in MU's School of Law 

in the fall of 1941 with a class of about 

40 students, including one other 

woman. The bombing of Pearl Harbor 

on Dec. 7, 1941, spurred masses of men 

to enlist and quickly whittled the law 

school's enrollment to just 16. With the 

war's disruption, Wright was the only 

one in the class to graduate on time 

in 1944. 

She landed a job with a big Kansas 

City, Mo., law firm. "Many of their law

yers went into the service," Wright says. 

"I'm pretty sure that's why they hired 

me." The firm gave her mostly menial 

assignments, though, so she found it 

easy to leave after 15 months to get 

married in 1946. 

Soon after marrying fellow attorney 

Jackson A. Wright, JD' 44, she was 

appointed to be legal counsel to a 

legislative commission charged with 

recommending laws regarding juve

niles and adoption. The commission 

The Sixties 
Thomas Eichhorst, BS PA '60, of St. Louis 

is executive director of the International 

Leadership Network, a nonprofit organization. 

·Russ Sloan, BS Ed '61, M Ed '63, of Sun 

CLASS NOTES 

Edith Wright's ninth-grade teacher ridi
culed her ambition to become a lawyer. 
She persevered in spite of him, graduating 

from MU's School of Law in 1944 in a class 

that dwindled to just 16 students after the 
1941 bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

traveled the state to gain support for its 

efforts. Some of their proposals became 

laws that gave more rights to adopted 

children and protected the identity of 

juvenile offenders. 

After a hiatus to rear her children, 

Wright returned to her alma mater to 

learn more about taxes and estate law. 

That led to a 14-year career in the trust 

department of Boone County Bank, the 

last three years of which she led the 

department. "I truly enjoyed my contact 

with older people," Wright says. She 

advised them on ways to influence the 

future by passing their resources to the 

next generation. 

Edith helped lead the way for women 

in law school; now 45 percent of the 

students are female. - Kathy Love 

City Center, Fla., received the president's 

Distinguished Citizen Award from the 

University of South Florida in Tampa. 

·Mel Hutnick, JD '62, ofBelleville, Ill., 

was awarded the Medal of Merit by the 
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Belleville Rotary Club for 35 years of com

munity service. He established a program 

to recognize the achievements of young 

women in high school. 

An advocate for education and 

superintendent of Bibb County 

Public Schools in Macon, Ga., 

Sharon O'Conner Patterson, 

BA '66, is the state's 2006 

Superintendent of the Year and 

was one of four national finalists. 

She also received the Bill Barr 

Leadership Award. 

·Sanford "Sandy" Josephson, BJ '63, of West 

Orange, N.J., received the American Music 

Therapy Association's 2006Advocacy Award. 
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Growth industry 
Growing up on the family farm near 

Independence, Mo., Al McQuinn, 

BS Ag '54, couldn' t have imagined how 

much agricu lture would change during 

his lifetime. In t he early 1940s, when 

McQuinn learned to plow behind teams of 

horses and mules, someone who farmed 

300 acres was considered a big producer. 

Success is measu red di fferently 

today. "You have to farm thousands of 

acres, not just hund reds of acres," says 

McQuinn, now of Naples, Fla. Farmers 

rumble across t heir fields on huge t rac

tors with 16-row planters. The challenge 

today is to use the high-priced mach in

ery as efficiently as possible and not 

to waste expensive fert ilizer and farm 

chemicals. That can make the difference 

between turn ing a profit and turn ing the 

farm ove r to the ban k. It also minim izes 

chem ical runoff that can damage the 

environ ment. 

Before he sold the company in 2001, 

McQuinn's Mi nnesota-based Ag

Chem Equ ipment Co. was a pioneer 

in developing high-tech fertilizer- and 

pesticide-app lication equipment. In 

2000, Fa rm Chemica ls ~agazine named 

McQu in n one of t he top 10 people who 

s haped agricult ure in the 20th cent ury 

and called his company "the Genera l 

Motors of the a pplication industry." 

He is director of marketing and public 

relations for the Matheny Medical and 

Educational Center. 

·Bob Russell, JD '63, ofWarrensburg, Mo., 

was selected as one of the Super Lawyers 

in Missouri and Kansas by Law & Politics. 

·Lee Tomlin, BS Ed '63, of Albuquerque, N.M., 

is president of the New Mexico Federation 

of Chapters of the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees Association. 

Dee Wampler, BS BA '63, JD '65 of 

Springfield, Mo., was selected as one of the 

Top Ten Attorneys in Missouri by Lawyer's 

SUMMER 2006 

McQuinn developed and marketed 

the spray equipment that lets farmers 

deliver precise doses of fertilizer and 

chemicals to their crops. His company 

produces the software that lets farmers 

blend fertilizers to meet the nutrition 

needs of specific fields . 

After graduating from Mizzou in the 

1950s and serving in the Army, McQuinn 

went to work for a Minnesota fertilizer 

company, selling fert ilizer, leasing fertil

izer production facilities to individuals 

and helping them market their products. 

For years, he worked with fa rmers in 

the field, checking yields and comparing 

the results of different fert ilizer treat

ments. " I'd see the variations in yield 

myself, and that really got me interested 

Weekly, and as one of the Top 100 Attorneys 

by Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers 2005. 

Patricia Bradley, BJ '65, of Jenkintown, 

Penn., wrote Women and the Press: The Struggle 

for Equality, published by Northwestern 

University Press. 

·Judy Clark Felt, BA '66, MS '70, of Alexandria, 

Va., is president of the Associates of the 

American Foreign Service Worldwide. 

Michael Patrick, PhD '66, ofWilrrtlngton, 

Del., wrote and published The Black West in 

Story and Song. 

·Larry Moore, BJ '68, ofBelton, Mo., was 

Al McQuinn and his wife, Mary Agnes, recognize 
that his education helped him build "the General 
Motors" of the ag chemical application industry. 

in doing some of this," he says. 

McQuinn built his first self-propelled 

crop sprayer in 1968, and he holds seven 

patents on variable-rate fertilizer appli

cators. Some ag experts consider him 

a founder of the precision agriculture 

movement that one day will revolution

ize the industry. 

Farmers aren ' t there yet, McQuinn 

says, but site-specific agriculture can 

help them grow crops more efficiently 

and compete better in the global food 

fight they' re waging with lower-cost 

producers around the world . 

- John Beahler 

honored with a public service award by 

the Kansas City Society of Friendship with 

China. He has served as an evening news 

anchor for KMBC-TV for 30 years. 

·Sharon Ziefle Daugherty, M Ed '69, of 

Abilene, Texas, received the Billy Sills 

Distinguished Service Award from the Texas 

Council for the Social Studies. 

The Seventies 
Joseph Buehler, MBA '70, of St. Louis is 

a senior electrical project manager with 
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A life's woodwork 
After graduating from MU in i970, 

John Kriegshauser wasn't sure what he 

wanted to do with his life. After what he 

describes as a "long, meandering jour

ney," he ended up working at a sawmill 

on the California coast. The job didn't 

have much to do with economics, which 

he had studied in college, but it did lead 

him toward his eventual career. 

"I lived in a cabin with no furniture," 

he recalls, "but there was plenty of wood 

and tools at my disposal." Inspired (and 

lacking any place to sit), Kriegshauser 

started building wooden furnishings for 

his Spartan quarters. "I picked it up as a 

hobby," he says, "but I ended up really 

liking it." 

Having found his calling, Kriegshauser 

learned the craft of woodworking by 

apprenticing to a furniture maker in 

St. Louis. Today, after more than a 

decade as the owner of a custom furni

ture business in Kansas City, he himself 

is a teacher. As an adjunct associate 

professor at the Illinois Institute of 

Technology (IIT) in Chicago, he teaches 

aspiring architects how materials work 

in the real world. "Among architecture 

schools IIT has always distinguished 

itself by emphasizing hands-on experi

ence with making things," he says. 

"Philosophically I share a lot here." 

Kriegshauser says his apprenticeship 

gave him a craftsman's approach to 

designing furniture. For him, design isn't 

an abstract process; it's intimately tied 

to the properties of materials and the 

methods of construction. To construct 

his Strake Chair, for example, he bor

rowed the materials and methods of 

kayak building, creating a remarkably 

light, contoured wooden chair. 

Teaching doesn't always leave him 

much time for his own designs, but he 

still creates several pieces a year, some-

s4 mzzor 

times on commission, sometimes on 

speculation. He has worked with metal 

and plastic, but he always returns to 

wood, the material that first sparked his 

interest. 

"I'm coming back to wood because of 

the whole sustainability theme," he says. 

John Kriegshauser studied economics at 

Mizzou, but he found his calling when he 
started making furniture for his cabin in 

California. 

"I've become impressed with how valid 

wood is as a material." 

- Mary Beth Constant 
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CLASS NO T ES 

Keeping it in the family 

Terry and Tiffany Woodley joke that 

t hey've been working for the fam ily busi

ness si nce t hey were 10. Growing up, 

they'd pitch in around Woodley Building 

Maintenance, the Kansas City janito

rial services company owned and run by 

their father, Jimmy, since the late 1960s. 

They'd file . They'd clean. They'd work 

after school and on weekends. 

They didn ' t th ink of it as the future, 

though. In fact, Terry, BS Ace ' BB, says 

it was about the last th ing on his mind 

when he graduated and started working. 

He spent nine years as a public accoun

tant, and Tiffany, BS Ace '96, did the 

same for five . Both learned the ins and 

outs of business. Both came to see the 

possibilities - not thinking of it as an 

obligation - of the company they grew 

up with . 

Terry joined the company in 1997. 

Tiffany followed in 2000. They've helped 

it grow from around 200 employees 

based solely in Kansas City to about Boo 

with offices in Kansas City, Jefferson City, 

Columbia, St. Lou is, the Cincinnati area 

and Jacksonville. They have big clients: 

Sprint and the Stowers Institute in the 

Kansas City area, parts of Mizzou includ

ing Ellis Li brary, and even a couple of 

riverboat casinos. 

That growth comes from a combina

tion of Terry and Tiffany's expertise and 

Jimmy's vision . 

"He's just kind of self-made - an 

entrepreneurial spirit," Tiffany says 

Horner & Shifrin. 

·Carol Miller Frevert, BSN '71, of Kansas 

City, Mo., redeved the 2006 E. Dean Lovett 

Award from the American College Health 

Association for her cont ributions to the 

development of college health programs. 

Thomas Pitkin, BS ME '72, of Richland, Wash ., 

is working with a disaster relief project in 

New Orleans for CH2M HILL. 

of her father. "He's one of those types 

who's always coming up with ideas, 

and it's up to us to figure out how to get 

it done." Case in point: When her dad 

wanted to cut out the middleman and 

start selling paper and cleaning products 

to clients, Tiffany helped set up a distri

bution division. 

So the father (president) is the idea 

man. The mother, Robery (executive 

vice president), manages the employees 

through human resources. The sister 

(ch ief financial officer) makes sure the 

numbers come out right. The brother 

(vice president in sales and operation) is 

the customer guy. And all of them work 

·James Weidinger, BS Ag '72, of St. Joseph, 

Mo., retired from the United States 

Department of Agriculture after 32 years 

of service. 

Elaine Crinklaw Viets, BJ '72, of Fort 

Lauderdale, Fla., wrote Murder Unleashed, 

published by NAL Hardcover. 

·Mel Hanks, BJ '71, MA 'n of Hays, Kan., is 

assistant professor of media studies at Fort 
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Business is a family thing for siblings Terry and 

Tiffany Woodley, who both work for the com

pany their father started in the late ig6os. 

within the same four walls. 

Such family togetherness could create 

tense situations, but Terry says it works 

because everybody has such clearly 

defined responsibilities. It also works 

because the Woodleys relish the oppor

tunity to be part of owning and running 

their own business. Terry sums it up, 

referring to his dad : "One of the things 

he has always said over the years is, 'If 

you want to make any money, you're 

going to have to work for yourself.' " 

- Chris Blose 

Hays State University. 

J 
Scott Sanders, MD '73, of Mankato, Minn., 

wrote A Private History of Awe, published by 

North Point Press. 

·Don Wemhoff, BS Ag '70, of Colum bia 

retired from the United St ates Department 

of Agriculture, Rural Development, after 

35 years of service. 

·Karen Conde Adler, BS Ed '74, of Kansas City, 
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Mo., wrote her nth cookbook, Weeknight 

Grilling with the BBQ Queens, published by 

Harvard Common Press. 

Mel Hanks, BJ '71, MA 'n of Hays, Kan., is 

assistant professor of media studies at Fort 

Hays State University. 

·Robert Charlton, BJ '74, of Petosky, Mich., is 

vice president of corporate communications 

for Qwest Communications. 

·Dallas Heltzel!, BJ '74, of Longmont, Colo., 

is director of corporate communications for 

Athena Consulting, Dental Practice Solutions. 

Jay Lutz, BS EE '74, of Indianapolis is vice 

president and chief operating officer of 

Smithers Scientific Services Inc. 

·Raymond Minkus, BJ '75, of Highland Park, 

Ill., is on the board of directors of the Better 

Business Bureau of Chicago and Northern 

Illinois. 

Dan Dillon, BJ 'n. of St. Louis wrote So, 

Where'd You Go to High School? The Baby Boomer 

Edition, published by Virginia Publishing. 

John Kohl, BS '77, MS 'So, of Columbia is 

a financial services representative for the 

Heartland Business Group. 

·Tom Holland, BA '79, MA 'S5, PhD '91, of 

Mililani, Hawaii, wrote One Drop of Blood, 

published by Simon & Schuster. 

·Carolyn Cromley Raasch, Arts '79, of Liberty, 

Mo., co-wrote an educational coloring book 

that received the Outstanding Specialty 

Publication Award from the North American 

Farmers Direct Marketing Association. 

The Eighties 
William Ruppert, BS Ag 'So, of Kirkwood, 

Mo., is executive director of the Horticulture 

Co-op of Metro St. Louis, a nonprofit profes

sional association. 

Patti Ross Salinas, JD 'So, of Brownsville, 

Texas, is an assistant professor at the 

University ofTexas at Brownsville. 

·Kevin Sullivan, BJ 'So, of Marietta, Ga., is chief 

marketing officer for Fisher & Phillips LLP. 

Roger Eschbacher, BA 'S1, ofValencia, Calif., 

wrote Road Trip, a children's picture book, 

published by Dial. 
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This relationship shows no signs 

of slowing down: Doug Nickells, 

JD 'Bo, and Rae Cole Nickells, 

JD 'Bo, of Springfield, Mo., cycled 

more than 4,000 miles over 70 

days across the U.S. to celebrate 

their 25th wedding anniversary. 

CLASS NOTES 

·Jon Lewis, BS Ed 'S1, of Dallas is direc

tor of the Dallas office for Stanton Chase 

International. 

·Marilyn Manson Tucker, HES 'S1, of 

Bloomington, Minn., is vice president of 

quality assurance and regulatory affairs for 

the Tapemark Co. 

Michael Hyde, BS Ed 'S2, of Alfred Station, 

N.Y., is vice president for advancement for 

Jackson Laboratory. 

Show your colors with 
FREE Tiger Checking. 
Sign up today and get 

official Tiger checks and 

checkbook cover plus a 15% 

discount at the Tiger Team Store. 

Best of all, it's free. 

Alumni 
Assocladon .-..,. Official Checkine of Mizzou Athletics 

www.tigerchecking.com • Member FDIC 
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Acting big 
Actress Melan ie Paxson's up-and

coming performance career since 

graduating from Mizzou's theater 

department in 1994 includes numerous 

roles on stage, film and sitcoms, includ

ing a starring role in NBC's Happy Family. 

But she may be most widely known for 

a commercial campaign she started in 

2000 for GLAD, in which she solved the 

food-storage woes of celebrities includ

ing Joan Rivers, Don Rickles, Rodney 

Dangerfield and Jerry Stiller. 

When she said to them, "Don't get 

mad, get GLAD," they did . 

Apparently a lot of viewers did, too. 

The campaign ran until 2003. 

Paxson - Melanie Moore in her college 

days - approached those commercials 

by acting " big," using the over-the-top 

energy she honed in sitcoms. 

" My favorite place in the world to be 

is on the set of a sitcom," she says. "It's 

like theater. You work with actors and 

the script all week, and then on Friday 

night you do the show in front of an 

audience. I love the rhythm of it." 

The rhythm of Paxson's dream career 

would vary from making independent 

films to acting on stage with the back

beat of a steady sitcom gig. She is on 

her way. Film credits include the role 

of Joyce DeWitt in the TV movie Three's 

·Mary Kegin Kutheis, BA '83, of Kirkwood, 

Mo., owns the consulting firm Open Spaces 

LLC and is a member of the National 

Speakers Association. 

·Daryl Smith, BS BA '83, of Escondido, Calif., 

is senior vice president of human resources 

fo r ESPN. 

Barbara Baue r, M Ed '79, PhD '84, of 

Columbia volunteered for three weeks in 

Ghana with Global Volunteers. 

·Craig Campbell, BS Ace '84, of Chesterfield, 

Mo., was appointed to the regional advisory 

Glad to see th is face? Actress Melanie Paxson 

was t he high-energy thread through a series 

of commercials for GLAD food bags starting 

in 2000. 

Company, as well as roles in Slackers, 

Ready to Rumble and the critically 

acclaimed independent film The Opera 

Lover. On the stage, she has played 

lead roles in Morning Star and Playboy 

of the Western World at the Steppenwolf 

Theatre in Chicago. Her sitcom work 

has included regular roles in Cupid and 

Happy Family as well as cameo perfor

mances in Joey and other top shows. 

Paxson is poised to make it "big." 

-Dale Smith 

board of the Midwest BankCentre in Clayton. 

William " Ed" Hood, BS Ag '84, of Springfield, 

Tenn., is a principal with the Jones Financial Co. 

·Larry Kirby, BS '84, ofTroy, Mo., is senior vice 

president of commercial real estate for LaSalle 

Bank. 
SueAnn Strom, PhD '84, of Little Rock, Ark , 

is vice president for academic partnerships 

for American Humanities Inc. 

Ann Trousdale Wagner, BS BA '84, is 

U.S. Ambassador to the Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg. 
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·Lisa Carrell, BA '85, of Burbank, Calif., 

produced the short film Harvest, which was 

shown in the Show-Me International Film 

Festival. 

·Nancy Thias Gronemyer, BS HE '86, of 

Fenton, Mo., entered into a distribution 

agreement between her company, Paper 

Petals LLC, and Style and Paper Inc. of 

Quebec, Canada. 

·J. Dale Youngs, BJ '86, of Kansas City, Mo., 

is a partner with the law firm Blackwell 

Sanders Peper Martin LLP. 

Mary Hopper Vanderlinden, BJ '86, of 

Reidsville, N.C., was the featured speaker 

for the Smithsonian Institution's 

exhibit "Lunchbox Memories." She spoke 

about American life and pop culture 

reflected in lunch box designs. 

Spencer Desai, BA '87, of Chesterfield, Mo., 

is a shareholder in Capes, Sokol, Goodman 

& Sarachan. 

Randy Escamilla, BJ '87, of San Antonio 

is director of public relations forThe 

Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the 

Incarnate World. 

·Eunice Perry Harris, BS Ed '87, and husband 

·John Harris, BS Ag '97, of St. Louis announce 

the birth of Joseph Gregory on March 13· 

Phil Owen, BS Ace '87, of Glencoe, Mo., 

is a principal with the Jones Financial 

Companies LLLP. 

Sherry Gunn Hanlon, BA '88, JD '91, of 

St. Louis is a partner with the law firm 

Blackwell Sanders Peper Martin. 

·Steve Kutheis, BJ '88, of Kirkwood, Mo., is 

director of marketing and communications 

at St. Louis Children's Hospital. 

Christy Harris Lemak, MBA, MS '88, 

of Gainesville, Fla., holds the Bice 

Professorship in Health Services Research, 

Management and Policy at the University 

ofFlorida. 

M. Scot Salmon, BS Ag '88, and wife Laurie 

of Houston announce the birth of Zoe 

Caroline on Jan. 9. 

Doug Morris, DVM '89, and wife Julie 

of Mishawaka, Ind., celebrated the 

10th anniversary of founding their animal 
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hospital this year. 

Jeff Schoen, BS Ag '88, and wife Amy Hager 

Schoen, Arts '88, ofTulsa, Okla., announce 

the birth of twins Jack Christopher and Cole 

William on Feb. 2 . 

Douglas Worley, BS Ace '88, JD '97, of 

Ellisville, Mo., is a partner with law firm 

Blackwell Sanders Peper Martin. 

J. Eric Robinson, MA '89, of Alton, Ill., 

received a literary award in prose from the 

Illinois Arts Council for his essay "Notes 

from a Janitor's Closet." He also wrote Skip 

Macalester, published by Haworth Press. 

The Nineties 
Rosa Tumialan, BA '90, of Palatine, Ill., is an 

attorney with Dykema. 

Brian Behrens, BS BA '91, of St. Louis is _ 

a partner with law firm Sonnenschein 

Nath & Rosenthal LLP. 

·Gennifer Lynn Biggs, BJ '91, of Erie, Pa., 

joined Tungsten Creative Group. 

Jill Cook, BA '91, JD ' 96, of Miami Beach, Fla., 

is general counsel and executive vice presi· 

dent for Lady of America Franchise Corp. 

Kelley Field Farrell, BA, BA '91, of St. Charles, 

Mo., is a principal with Carmody MacDonald 

PC in the areas of real estate, commercial 

and employment lit igation. 

R. Joseph Groebl IV, BA '91, and wife Kelly 

of Kansas City, Mo., announce the birth of 

Richard Joseph on Aug. 23. 

Susan Goff, BS '92, of St . Peters, Mo., is a 

manager in the tax consulting, real estate 

services and legal services groups of Rubin, 

Brown, Gornstein & Co. LLP. 

Thomas Whalen, MD '92, and wife Janet 

Summerfield Whalen, BS HES '93, of 

St. Louis announce the birth of Brock 

Thomas on Jan. 6. 

James Aucoin, PhD '93, of Mobile, Ala., 

wrote The Evolution of American Investigative 

Journalism, published by the University of 

Missouri Press. 

·Mark Avery, BS '93, ofWilrnington, 

N.C., received the Certified Broadcast 

Meteorologist Designation from the 

SUMMER 2006 

American Meteorological Society. 

·Jason Becking, BS BA '93, MBA '95, and wife 

-Sarah Messer Becking, BJ '95, of Columbia 

announce the birth of Jack Thayer on June 

9, 2005. 

Rebecca Johns, BA, BJ 1931 of Iowa 

City, Iowa, is keeping her family 

history alive. She wrote Icebergs: 

A Novel, published by Bloomsbury 

and based on the story of her 

grandfather's plane crash in a 

remote area of Newfoundland 

during World War II. 

·Jason Burns, BS '93, MD '98, and wife Wendi 

of San Antonio announce the birth of 

Kendall Ann on Nov. 30. 

CLASS NOTES 

Chris Clayton, BJ '93, of Omaha, Neb., 

received the Glenn Cunningham Memorial 

Award from North American Agricultural 

Journalists. He was a reporter for the Omaha 
World-Herald. 

Kristan Mont Dames, BJ '93, and husband 

John of St. Louis announce the birth of 

Joseph Augustin on Oct. 29. 

Julia Kertz Grant, BA '93, and husband 

Thomas of Boise, Idaho, announce the birth 

of Louis Kraemer on Oct. 20. Julia is a natural 

resource specialist for ERO Resources. 

Megan Flaskamper, BA '93, of St. Louis is a 

health care attorney with Polsinelli Shalton 

Welte Suelthaus. 

Tim Lacy, BS '94, of Chicago earned his 

doctorate in history from the University of 

Chicago. He is the scholarship coordinator 

for the Chicago chapter of the MU Alumni 

Association. 

Kris Koederitz Melcher, BJ '93, ofLeawood, 

Kan., wrote Chick Living: Frugal and Fabulous, 
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published by Conari Press. 

Barbara Ann Rainey, BA '93, of Boonville, 

Mo., wrote and published Passion's Plaything 

under the pseudonym Victoria Milstead. 

·Sarah Krueckeberg Rankin, BA '94, and hus

band Jason of Edwardsville, Ill., announce 

the birth of Sophia Zella on Aug. 11 . 

·Vincent Hillyer, MSW '94, of St. James, Mo., 

is a member of the Child Abuse and Neglect 

Review Board. He is executive director of the 

Boys and Girls Town of Missouri. 

·Debra Roof Mccubbin, BS Ed '94, BHS '97, 

and husband ·Todd McCubbin, M Ed '95, of 

Columbia announce the birth of Tate Alan 

on April 3. Todd is executive director of the 

MU Alumni Association. 

·Joseph Hensley, BA '95, JD '98, and wife 

Dina of Joplin, Mo., announce the birth of 

Ella Jarie on Sept. 15. 

David Ressner, MA '95, of St. Louis is an 

investment adviser for Buckingham Asset 

Management Inc. 

·Annie Goffinet Alexander, BS Ace '96, and 

husband Lyle of Kansas City, Mo., announce 

the birth of Ella Marie on Nov. 5. 

·Gretchen Laffay Meurer, BA '96, and hus

band Steve of Lilburn, Ga., announce the 

birth of Ava Kathleen on Dec. 1, 2004. 

·Kim Archer, BS HES '97, M Ed '99, of 

Nacogdoches, Texas, spoke at the Texas 

Association for Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation and Dance annual conference. 

Morry Cole, JD '97, of St. Louis, an 

attorney with Gray, Ritter & Graham PC, 

received a 2005 David J. Dixon Appellate 

Advocacy Award from the Missouri Bar 

Foundation for outstanding achievement in 

appellate practice. 

Thurston Cromwell, BA, BJ '97, JD '01, and 

wife Tanya White Cromwell, BJ '98, JD '01, 

of Fairway, Kan., announce the birth of 

Caroline Louise on Feb. 23. 

Jennifer Peters, BA '97. JD '01, of Kansas City, 

Mo., is corporate counsel with H&R Block. 

Jovita Walker Foster, BA '97, of St. Louis 

serves on the Missouri Credit Union 

Commission. 

Tim Fredrick, BA '97, of Long Island City, 

N.Y., presented his research on helping ado

lescent boys dose the achievement gap at 

the National Council of Teachers of English 

conference in November. 

·Rebecca Krouscup Kahmke, BSN '97, 

MS '04, and husband ·Christopher Kahmke, 

BS HES, BSW '99, of Ozark, Mo., announce 

the birth of Morgan Lee on Dec. 3i. 

Tabitha Simpson Mudd, BS BA '97, and 

husband Jason Mudd, BJ '98, of Fernandina 

Beach, Fla., announce the birth of Simon 

Elliott on May 21, 2005. 

·Tara Swisher Taylor, BFA '97, and husband 

Justin Taylor, Arts '97 of Blue Springs, Mo., 

announce the birth of Brooke Ann on 

July 2 . 

Nicky Smith Blevins, BS HES '98, and hus

band Travis of Ballwin, Mo., announce the 

birth of Riley Jewell on Jan. 29. 

Tim McGinn, BA '98, and wife Nicole of 

Ft. Worth, Texas, announce the birth of Colin 

Daniel on Feb. 27. 

Jeff Milam, BS BA '98, of St. Louis earned a 

designation of accredited senior appraiser 

in business valuation from the American 

Society of Appraisers. He is a manager with 

Huber, Ring, Helm & Co. 

Yolanda Donaldson Brown, BS IE '99, of 

Morrisville, N.C., is the manager of financial 

transactions for the North Carolina Institute 

of Minority Economic Development. 

·Barry Odom, BS '99, M Ed '04, and wife 

·Tritia Trump Odom, BS Ed '99, of Columbia 

announce the birth of Garyt Robert on Jan. 24. 

Adam Pitluk, BJ '99, of Dallas wrote Standing 

Eight: The Inspiring Story oflesus "El Matador" 

Chaves, Who Became Lightweight Champion of 

the World, published by Da Capo Press. 

Brian Seel, MBA '01, of Lenexa, Kan., is a 

senior market research analyst for 

Kellogg Co. 

The 2000s 
Courtney Blount, Arts 'oo, of Chesterfield, 

Mo., is an account executive with J.W. Terrill. 

Ryan Link, BS Ed 'oo, and wife Jeanne 

Willhite Link, BSW 'oo, MSW '02, of 
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Columbia announce the birth of Hannah 

Austin on April 17, 2005. 

·Jay McCulloch, BS BA 'oo, and wife ·Alison 

Moore McCulloch, BS BA '02, of O'Fallon, 

Mo., announce the birth of Alexander 

Matthew on Jan. 22. 

·Laura Fridley Purewal, BA 'oo, and husband 

Luke of Menitee, Calif., announce the birth 

of Britton on Sept. 8, 2004. 

Chris Schuster, BS '01, MS '03, and wife 

Debbie Wassman Schuster, BS '04, ofRiley, 

Kan., announce the birth of Cole Louis on 

Dec. 14. 

·Sarah Brown Laufenberg, MHA '02, 

and husband Mark of Champaign, Ill., 

announce the birth of Eleanor Ruth 

on Jan. 13. 

Noah Earle, BA '03, of Hallsville, Mo., 

was named one of five finalists in the 

International Blues Challenge held in 

Memphis, Tenn. 

Asa Sum, BA '03, of St. Louis is a consultant 

specializing in financial institutions for 

BKD LLP. 

Melanie Supranowich, JD '03, ofWildwood, 

Mo., is an associate in worker's compensa

tion practice with Evans & Dixon LLC. 

·Kyle Gustafson, BS, BS '04, of Silver 

Spring, Md., received a Fannie and John 

Hertz Foundation Fellowship to continue 

graduate studies toward a doctorate in 

nonlinear dynamics at the University 

of Maryland. 

·Katie DeSplinter, BJ '05, oflos Angeles is a 

copywriter with Quigley-Simpson agency. 

Donald Larsen, HES '05, of Leawood, Kan., 

is a financial and investment adviser for 

BKD LLP. 

Krystal Marcum, BA '05, of Sedalia, Mo., 

is an account coordinator for Callis & 

Associates. 

Christopher Miller, BS EE '05, of St. Louis is 

an electrical engineerwith Clayco. 

Heather Pugh Huhman, BA' 05, of Rockville, 

Md., is an assistant account executive at Van 

Eperen Public Relations. 

Craig Schluter, BS BA '05, of Des Peres, Mo., 

is an estimator with Parle Corp. 
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Friend of the University 
·Jenice Prather-Kinsey of Columbia is 

an administrative faculty fellow in MU's 

International Programs and Faculty 

Development office. She is an associate pro

fessor of accountancy. 

Faculty Deaths 
Ronald James, MS '64, MD '65, professor 

of clinical medicine, in Columbia March 8 

at age 67. 

William "Bill" Sappenfield, BS Ag ' 48, 

PhD '52, professor of agriculture, in 

Leesburg, Fla., March 9 at age 82. 

Deaths 
Martha "Marty" Harlan Rollins, BA '31, 

of Des Moines, Wash., Dec. 16 at age 95. 

Maxine Korfhage Frye, BA '32, ofTopeka, 

Kan., Dec. 19 at age 96. She was an 

SUMMER 2006 

accomplished singer and music director. 

Ret. Maj. Gen. Donald Dawson, BA '30, 

PhD '84 of Bethesda, Md., Dec. 25 at age 97. 

He served as special executive assistant to 

President Harry S Truman. He was senior 

partner at law firm Dawson, Riddell, Taylor, 

Davis and Holroyd for 27 years and a senior 

attorney in his own firm. 

Leonard McEnnis Jr., BJ '34, of Vero Beach 

Fla., Jan. 9 at age 93. He was editor of the 

Savitar in 1934. He retired as deputy director 

of public information for the Federal Trade 

Commission in 19n. He served in the U.S. 

Navy during World War II and completed 

20 years in the Naval Reserve. 

Jack Hackethorn, BJ '36, of Columbia Feb. 14 

at age 94. He was a photographer for Acme 

News, the Detroit Free Press and the St. Louis 

Dispatch. He also served as executive secre

tary of the Missouri Democratic Party during 

the Harry S Truman administration. 

Mildred "Lenore" Osborne Paullus, BS Ed '36, 
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ibranson.com - the best Web site to purchase 
your Branson vacation. or call 1-877-ENTERTAIN. 

BR \\SO\"S .W\'.\ RD-WJ\\J\C HOl t 1 S 
Myer Hotels of Bnnson 
offers the best in B11nson 
locations, the best ameni
ties and outstanding service. 
Choose from the Best 
Western Center Pointe 
Inn. Best Western Music 
Capital Inn. The New 

Comfort Inn 6 Suites and Comfort Inns. Amenities 
include indoor pool. bot tub, deluxe cont. brkfast. queen 
size beds. ticket services, high speed internet 6 much mon:! 

For Individual Reservations Call: 

1.877.466.4776 
visit www.mycrhotds.com 

COLUMBIA 

HieDON 
AND ASSOCIATES 
Proudly Serving Colwnbia Since 1987 

v•ww. Virginia-Higdon.com 
•1;•;1•0.•11q•7•••! Tatie Payne, toe. (800) 669-8508 • :?},~=.·;: Real E.uate (573) 881 -9282 

inzzor 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

LINE ADS: S4.20 per word, 10-word minimum. 

Phone numbers, including area code, count 

as one word. The first two or three words will 

be boldface. Three- or four-issue contracts 

reduce the per-word rate to S3.95. 

ONE-TWELFTH PAGE DISPLAY ADS (one 

column wide by 2-3/16" high): S360 per ad. 

PUBLISHING SCHEDULE: 
Issue Space Materials Publication 
Date Reservation Due Date 
Fall 'o6 June 23 July 3 August 30 

Mail to: MJZZOU Classified Advertising 

407 Reynolds Alumni Center 

Columbia, MO 65211 

E-mail: mizzou@missouri .edu 

Phone: (573) 882-7358 
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of Columbia Dec.sat age 92. 

Ridge Harlan, BJ '39, of Carefree, Ariz., Jan. 2 

at age 88. 

Ret. Col. Samuel Zwanzig, BS BA '39, of Grand 

Terrace, Calif., March 9 at age 91. He retired 

from the Air Force after 23 years of service . 

Clyde Brown, BS Ag ' 40, of Danville, Calif., 

May 28, 2005, at age 89. He was a veterinarian 

for 40 years. 

William House, BS '41, MS '49, PhD '58, of 

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 3 at age 87. He retired 

as principal adviser from the Midwest 

Research Institute (MRI) in Kansas City; 

throughout his career he was director of the 

Biological Sciences Division and a research 

director in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia for MRI. 

David March, MA '41, PhD '49, of Kirksville, 

Mo., Dec. 18 at age 94. He taught for 42 years 

and wrote the two-volume History of Missouri, 

published by Lewis Historical Publishing. 

Marshall Keathley, BA' 42, of Centennial, 

Colo., Jan. 28 at age 88. He was a member 

of the Mystical Seven and a geologist for 30 

years with the Forest Oil Corp. 

Dan Bayless, BJ ' 43, of Mission Viejo, Calif., 

Dec. 21 at age 83. He retired from The Bayless 

Co., a publishing and public relations firm. 

Henry Bahlkow, BS EE '43, ofSyosset, N.Y., 

April 29, 2005, at age 83. 

Mary "Peggy" Jasper Mueller, BSN '44, of 

Seattle Dec. 9 at age 84. She retired in 1946 

from the U.S. Army as second lieutenant 

with an American Theatre Ribbon, Victory 

Medal and Overseas Bar. 

Wilma Hardin Hogle, BJ ' 46, of Salem, Ore., 

Sept. 27 at age So. 

Max Shemwell, BS BA ' 46, of Doniphan, Mo., 

May 14, 2005, at age 86. He owned Shemwell 

Insurance Agency. 

Warren " Steve" Sullivan, BJ '46, of las Vegas 

Nov. 26 at age 84. He was a reporter and pho

tographer for the Santa Barbara News-Press for 

29 years. 

Perry Wilson, BS BA' 46, of Valencia, Pa., 

Nov. 7 at age 83. 

Robert Kuenne, BJ '47, of Princeton, N.J., 

Nov. sat age 81. He was a noted econo

mist, author and professor of economics at 

Princeton University for 41 years. 

David Westfall, BA' 47, of Cambridge, Mass., 

Dec. 7 at age 78. He taught at Harvard Law 

School for more than 50 years. 

Charles Barnhart, BSF '49, of West Plams, 

Mo., Jan. 18 at age 80. He worked for 31 

years for the Missouri Department of 

Conservation. 

Leslie Kueck, BS BA '49, of Columbia, 

Feb. 16 at age Si. He was retired from Shelter 

Insurance, where he was vice president of 

Daniel Boone Underwriters. 

Ken Kuellmer, BS ME '49, of St. Louis July 1 

at age 80. He was an independent consultmg 

engineer. 

Howard Strickland, BS BA '49, of Kansas City, 

Mo., April 11, 2005, at age 81. He retired from 

Individual Insurance Co. 

Robert Tatum, BJ '49, of South Padre Island, 

Texas, Dec. 29 at age 78. 

Hon. William "Bill" Bolinger Sr., JD '50, of 

Versailles, Mo., Dec. 19 at age 84. He was 

associate circuit judge for Morgan County 

for 12 years. 

Leonard Douglas, BS Ag '50, MS '62, of Ozark, 

Mo., April 28, 2005, at age 77. He retired in 

1985 as MU vice provost of extension and 

director of cooperative extension. 

Charles Pate, BS CiE '50, ofTulsa, Okla., 

Aug. 12 at age 78. 

James Aberle, BJ '51, MA '55, of Old 

Greenwich, Conn., Feb. 7 at age 78. He 

worked for CBS television programs The 

Morning Show and Captain Kangaroo, and in 

radio for Westinghouse Broadcasting. 

Billie Rhinehart Ertel, BS Ed '52, of 

Cincinnati Sept. 17 at age 75. 

Ret. Maj. Gen. Eugene Korpal, BS '53, of 

Lawton, Okla., June 28 at age 73. 

Darold Aldridge, BA '54, MS '55, of 

Chincoteague, Va., Nov. 16 at age n. 
Clifford Brumley, BA '58, of Paducah, Ky., 

April 1, 2005, at age 74. He served on the 

Paducah City Commission for two terms 

and acted as mayor pro-tern. He retired from 

Mid-South Equities Corp. in Little Rock, Ark. 

Mildred Ray Shrout, BS Ed '61, of Columbia 

Feb. 15 at age 83. She retired from Quincy 

Senior High School as an American history 

teacher. 

Mary Jo Jackson Buckley, BSN '63, of Sedalia, 

Mo., March 13 at age 65. 

Charles Peters, Educ '65, ofBloomington, 

Ind., Dec. 21 at age 78. 

Becky Dowis Loomis, BS Ed '74, of Overland 

Park, Kan., Jan. 27 at age 52. She was a 

counselor for Harmony Middle School. 

John Allen, MA '70, PhD '75, ofWichita, Kan., 

Jan. 23 at age 59. 

Ruth Eccles, BHS '76, ofFrankfort, Ill., 
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March 28 at age 52. She was an instructor 

at Morton College's Physical Therapist 

Assistant Program. 

Steven Ball, BS EE '76, of Carrollton, Mo., 

Feb. 21 at age 51. He was senior vice president 

and general manager of The Williams Co. 

Ronda King, BS Ed '78, M Ed '79, of 

Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 23 at age 49. She was 

an assistant professor of music and director 

of bands at Marietta College. 

Jane Henderson Murray, BS EE '81, of 

Hazard, Ky., Jan. 19, 2003, at age 73. 

Erik Kallstrom, BS Ag '84, of Leawood, Kan ., 

Nov. 18 at age 45. He worked in construction 

management for 25 years. He excelled at 

sports and created the glare shield currently 

used in professional baseball and football 

helmets. 

Fred Fitts III, A&S ' 85, of Covington, Ga., 

April 15 at age 43 . He was vice president of 

operations at Skanska USA Building Inc. 

Capt. Michael Martinez, JD '95, of Colorado 

Springs, Colo., Jan. 7 at age 43 . He was chief 

of legal assistance for the U.S. Army in Fort 

Carson, Colo., before he served as an attor

ney with the Judge Advocate General Corps 

in Iraq. 

Edward Dissinger of Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 2 

at age 94. He retired as an MU football coach 

in 1976. 

Weddings 
Geri McCall, BJ '81, and Paul Barrath of 

St. Charles, Ill ., March 17. 

·Erin Kerwin, BS Ed '03, M Ed '04, and ·Ted 

Stipanovich, BS BA '04, of Liberty, Mo., July 23. 

Hermann .E>luft 
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Alumni 
in Business 

Puttin9 you in touch with the business services of Mizzou 9raduates 

MAIL ORDER CATALOG: 
"EVERYTHING MIZZOU" 

FREE! 16 pages! We'll send one today! 
Call 1-800-456-4806 or 

E-mail name/address to RU4MU2@aol.com 
WEBSITE: 

www.everythingMizzou.com 
Award-winning college Web site for Missouri 
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IN COLUMBIA: 
Go downtown and see just how 

Black & Gold crazy one store can be. 

MISSOURI SHIRT CO. 
15 S 9th St • 1 /2 block south of Broadway 

Ho e and Don Henderson MBA '69 

.,,__ ............ ...._., S !3 . ....-................. __ ...., 

For the easiest, most efficient way co 
advertise in Missouri newspapers, call 

MISSOURI 
PRESS 
SERVICE 
(573) 449-4167 
802 Locust Sr. 

located on the Historic Columbia, MO 65201 
Avenue of the Columns www.moprcss.com 

Doug Crews, BJ '73 Greg Baker, BA '92 

BROADWAY DINER 
since 1949 

22 S. Fourth St., Columbia 
In Historic Flat Branch 
Velma Johnson, M Ed '93 

Richard Miller 
Starr Miller 

;lier'. 
PROFESSIONAL IMAGING 

Pot Cox BJ '91 

Phil Cox BJ '91 

Bob Cox BA '88 

H you're from St. Louis, 
you understand. 

So, Where'd You 
Go To High School? 
Tile Beby Boomer Edition 
by Dan Dillon, BJ '76 

• I()() SL Louis High Schools 
• More than 400 Pictures 
• A Million M emories! 

Only S24.95 
(phis tu a: .thippng) 

Order at www.wherehigh.com 
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Comic potential: 
Beetle Bailey's college days 

B y the time Mort Walker, creator 

of Beetle Bailey, arrived at Mizzou 

in 1946, his career as a cartoonist 

and graphic artist was well under way. 

At age 13, he wrote a regular strip for the 

Kansas City journal. By age 15, he already 

had sold 300 cartoons, and by 17 he was a 

lead artist at Hallmark, where he helped 

launch a line of humorous cards. As a 

student at Mizzou, he illustrated 75 cards 

a week for Hallmark, in addition to taking 

courses, editing Missouri Showme, serving 

as president of the Kappa Sigma frater

nity, working on the Savi tar, writing plays, 

and more. 

"I've always had too much to do," 

Walker, BA ' 48, said recently from his 

64 ~IZZOI' 

home in Stamford, Conn., where he still 

writes Beetle Bailey. "For me, school was 

always a center for my activities, but not 

necessarily a center oflearning." 

One of his main activities has always 

been generating 20 to 30 ideas a week for 

comic strips, and the character of Beetle 

Bailey was a brainchild ofWalker's tinle 

at Mizzou. One day, Walker stopped by 

the home of his pal, the lovable and 

lazy David Hornaday, A&S '46, to pick 

him up and head out for a game of golf. 

But Hornaday was still in the sack as 

tee-tinle approached. Walker shook him, 

but Hornaday wouldn't budge. "He just 

grabbed his pillow and went on sleeping," 

Walker says. "Then I tossed him out of 

bed. But he just grabbed his pillow and 

went on sleeping. l finally just looked 

at him and said, 'You ought to be in a 

comic strip.' " 

When Mort Walker looks at somebody 

and sees comic potential, watch out. 

More than 50 years later, Beetle Bailey 

has millions of readers in 52 countries, 

making it one of the most popular and 

enduring strips on the planet. 

Each day that Walker works his magic 

at the drawing board, David Hornaday 

is still somewhere in the back of his 

mind, grabbing that pillow and insisting 

on sleep. As long as Hornaday keeps 

sleeping, Walker keeps drawing. 

Here's to lazy David. -Dale Smith 
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Senior Patrick Dell, a music education major from St. Louis, turned his melody inspired by 
wind in the trees into a musical score that won the Sinquefield Family Foundation Prize in 

Composition March 18. He also won a $3,000 award to research the growing sophistication 
of video game music. A performance of his research-based musical scores led to a standing 

ovation, one of eight he's earned since he began playing the piano at age 10. 

Mizzou orchestrates success. 

FOR ALL WE CALL 
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Support this historic campaign. Invest in the University's future now. • fonnizzou.missouri .edu • (573) 882-7703 



Family of Tom & Mary Ashley 

Mr. Robert M. Bearman 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Behrens 

Mr. lester John Bishop 

Mr. James Albert Boaz and 
Mrs. Jill M. Boaz 

Mr. Donald Broermann 

Mrs. Marguerite L Burns 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Burrows 

Ms. NancyW. Callis 

Janet Schwartze Crosby 

Gentry C. Drake, DVM 

Mrs. Betty A. Dukert 

Ron and Mary Freiburghaus 

Mr. and Mrs. David K. Hardy 

Charles S. Hensley, PhD 

Mrs. Nancy Johnson 

Mr. Benjamin I. Kelly, Jr. 

Esther M. Kleiboeker 

Mr. Ronald W. Kleiboeker 

New Legacy Society Members 

Mrs. Hazel M. Knutson 

Ms. Ruth Anne Kocour 

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald B. lee 

Mr. Paul Ellis Lineberry 

Charles S. Mais 

Ors. Barbara Buchanan McCanse 
and Andrew McCanse 

Mr. E. Hirst Mendenhall 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Mohler 

Dr. Thomas E. Moorefield 

Mr. Carl G. Nurski 

Mr. Marvin Phillips 

Ms. Eleanor Phoenix 

Mrs. Marjorie A. Powell 

Mrs. Betty Rademaker 

Mary M. Rigney, PhD 

Robert E. Rippy and Kay J. Rippy 

Mary F. Rollins 

Mr. Kenneth G. Scheffel 

Mr. Terry J. Shelton 

Mr. William A. Singleton 

lee E. Stanford 

A. Earl Straub 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Thompson 

Mr. Michael H. Walz 

James Claude Warner, EdD 

Mrs. Marilyn Walters Youll 

Jack and Marie Whitacre 

Ms. Evelyn Jane Young 

*From May 2005 to pril 2006, these new Legacy Society members have made provisions for MU through a variety of estate planning tools. 

Since the beginning of the For All We Call Mizwu campaign, nearly $200 million in planned gifts and gift commitments have been received. 

Contact the Office of Gift Planning and Endowments at 1-800-970-9977 or (573) 882-0272, or visit givingtomu.missouri.edu/giftplanning. 
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