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FOREWORD 

The influence of Walter Williams' idealism and personality upon the Press 
of his time and upon the education of journalists who will project this influence 
upon the Press of the future is incalculable. The debt acknowledged and the 
gratitude which journalists feel became apparent with the breadth, the volume, 
and the illuminating quality of incisive estimates that poured from the journals 
of the world and from the private pens of publishers on the occasion of Dr. 
Williams' death on July 29, 1935. 

At the University of Missouri we long have realized this influence. We 
have understood the international range and the local richness of Dr. Williams' 
inspiring educational service, a service to his profession, the University, and 
to his Sta teo We have realized that the period of Dean Williams' leadership 
of the School of Journalism has almost exactly paralleled the period of greatest 
progress in American journalism. It has seemed wise, therefore, to collect 
representative newspaper accounts of his passing and a few editorial highlights 
in the biographical portrait, as it were, of this distinguished journalist and 
educator. 

No attempt has been made, the editor informs me, to reproduce only the 
best of the editorial judgments of Dr. Williams' life, or more than a small num
ber of them. Necessarily, the scope of this Memorial Bulletin has been limited. 
The reproductions furnish, we believe, with the simplicity and brevity that 
Walter Williams admired, an organized collection which represents various 
areas and points of view. 

"'Tis little; but it looks in truth 
As if the quiet bones were blest 
Among familiar names to rest 
And in the places of his youth." 

In the desire to share these journalists' encomia of a journalist, fashioned 
quickly with the furnace at full draft, this brochure is sent you. 

FREDERICK A. MIDDLEBUSH 

President, University of Missouri 

II 



Miss Roberta Mansbarger, B.]. '3I and Mr. Vernon Meyer, B. ]. '35, while 
students in the School of J oLirnalism won first prizes in the nationally ~nown Mahan 
Poetry contest; Miss Mansbarger in I93I, Mr. Meyer, in I935. '[heir poetic expressions 
on the occasion of Walter Williams' passing were written for this memorial. 

WALTER WILLIAMS, 1864-1935 

By VERNON MEYER 

He did not meet the world in cap and gown, 
But from the smudges of a printer's shop 
He rose to mold the thinking of his town 
As editor ... but there he did not stop. 

A dreamer dreamed, and cases of lead type 
Gleamed with a silver vision of the Press, 
A vision which resolved when time grew ripe 
Into a great dream's destiny, success. 

A teacher taught; the men who heard him learned 
That what he thought was flame, and what he said 
Was fire that spread to others' thought and burned 
With light that only lamps of truth could shed. 

His pen is dry, but what it wrote fades never; 
His fire is ash, but still remains the light; 
His dream, grown real, will crown his name forever, 
So long as men love verity and right. 

III 



TO WALTER WILLIAMS 

By ROBERTA MANSBARGER 

On campus walks the blue of shadow "gleams, 
And high in brick and ivy, bats may mark 
The youth, the halt, the maimed, that serve the dreams 
As old as silver lamps upon the dark. 

The devil's shadow on the crucifix 
Saw monkish parchment scrolled by candlelight; 
Now squarely framed on high, unshaken wicks, 
Our laboratory windows on the night. 

You gave the dream its clear American stamp .. 
Abe Lincoln's dream and Franklin's-all who read 
Of PilgTim's PTogTess by a coal-oillamp, 
But knew that pilgrims need both staff and bread. 

Wit-salted dream, alert as winter dawns. 
Through history its symbols lay their stress 
In smooth and colored wax, or case in bronze. 
The plow. The dusty lamp. The printing press. 

On campus walks the blue of darkness Bows, 
Broken and scattered where the strollers pass. 
A student, where a single window glows, 
Has laid a reaching shadow on the grass. 

IV 



Part I 

The Press Tells of His Passing 
This first news story, an Associated Press account, appeared in the 7Xew Y01'~ 

'Times on the Atlantic coast; the second, a United Press report, announced the death 
in the Los Angeles 'Times on the Pacific coast; the third, a feature "second day" article 
in the Milwau~ee Journal, typifies the more personal metropolitan accounts in the 
middle west where Dean Williams lived and taught idealism to a generation of news
paper men; finally. the fourth story and the news-page editorial come from the Co
lumbia Herald-Statesman, scion of the Columbia Herald. which for thirty years, 
Walter Williams edited. James Hutsell. a graduate of the School of Journalism in 19:19. 

wrote the Herald-Statesman story. 

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES. JULY :l9. 193.5. 

Dr. Walter Williams, former President of the University of Missouri 
and Dean Emeritus of the world's first school of journalism, died at his home 
in Columbia, Mo., tonight. He was 71 years old. 

With Dr. Williams at his death were his second wife, Mrs. Sara Lockwood 
Williams, formerly an instructor in the School of Journalism and author of 
magazine articles; and his children by a former marriage, Edwin Moss Williams 
of New York, sales manager of a press association, and Mrs. John F. Rhodes 
of Kansas City. 

The funeral will be at 10 A. M. Wednesday at the Presbyterian Church, 
with burial in Columbia Cemetery. 

A UNIQUE CAREER 

Walter Williams never had a Ph.D. degree. Nor had he a bachelor's 
degree. He did not have even a high school diploma. Yet he became one of the 
eminent American journalists of his time and made educational history by 
founding the first school of journalism. Also he achieved the honor, unique 
among practical journalists, of being chosen president of the University of 
Missouri. 

It was said of him that he found journalism a trade and helped make it a 
profession. Beginning his career as printer's devil on a small-town newspaper 
at the age of 15, he later became known in virtually every country as editor, 
author and good-will ambassador. 

Dr. Williams was born in Boonville, Mo., on July 2, 1864. He obtained 
his first newspaper job in the composing room of 'The Boonville TOPiC, at '70 

cents per week. Eight years later, when he was 23. he became editor and part 
owner of The Boonville AdvertiSe?" and president of the Missouri Press Asso
ciation. 

In 18<)0 he assumed the editorship of 'The Columbia (Mo.) Herald, which 
had the reputation of being one of the model small,town newspapers in the 
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United States. It was at this time that be began broadening his activities in 
raising the professional standards of journalism, and his work in this direction 
soon gained national prominence. 

He wrote "The Journalist's Creed," in which he formulated the standards 
for the profession to aim at. This code of ethics was widely circulated and was 
reprinted in many publications. It had a wide influence on editors, publishers 
and reporters, young and old, and was one of the potent factors in eliminating 
the subjective element in the objective reporting of news. 

While serving as editor of 'The Colu.mbia Herald, he managed to be the 
editor of two other newspapers and to contribute to Sunday newspapers in 
St. Louis and Kansas City. He was editor of 'The St. Lou.is Presbyterian and 
at the same time also edited, by telephone, 'The Daily State 'Tribune at Jefferson 
City. 

FOUNDS SCHOOL OF JOURNAJ.lSM 

For several years he served as chairman of the executive board of the 
board of curators of the University of Missouri. At the suggestion of the 
Missouri Press Association he resigned this post in 1908 to become dean of the 
school of journalism of that university, the first separate division in any uni
versity organized exclusively for instruction in newspaper work. He worked 
out for this pioneer school the curriculum that served as a model for other 
schools of journalism which, following his lead, were subsequently opened in 
various universities. 

While engaged in his newspaper work and educational activities he also 
became known as an orator and was much in demand as a public speaker. 
Champ Clark, on hearing one of his addresses, described him as "one of the 
ablest men I have ever known in the State of Missouri." The Democratic party 
urged him on several occasions to become a candidate for Governor of Missouri, 
but he consistently declined. 

He made his first direct international contacts between 1902 and 1904 

when, as commissioner for the St. Louis Exposition to the foreign press, he 
traveled around the world. He made another world tour in 1913 as a fellow 
of the Kahn Foundation for the Foreign Travel of American Teachers. 

Many honors were conferred on Dr. Williams by national and inter· 
national congresses and press associations. He was director of the press con
gress in San Francisco in 191), president of the Press Congress of the World 
from 1915 until 1925, first president of the American Association of Schools 
and Departments of Journalism in 1916, exchange professor at the National 
University of Mexico in 1925, and president of the first Pan-American Congress 
of Journalists, which met in Washington the same year. He was the youngest 
man ever to hold the position as president of the National Editorial Associa
tion. 
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HIS HIGHEST HONOR 

His highest honor came in his sixty-seventh year, when, on January I, 

1931, after he had served for several months as acting president, he was in- ' 
ducted into office as president of the University of Missouri. III health forced 
bim to resign that post on September IO, 1934. 

Dr. Williams was a fellow of the British Institute of Journalists and a 
member of the National Union of Journalists of Great Britain. He received the 
degree of Doctor of Laws from Missouri Valley College in 1906, from Kansas 
State Agricultural College in 1909 and from Washington University in 1926. 

He was president of the North American International Press Congress at 
Berne, Switzerland, in 1902, organizer and secretary of the World Press Parlia
ment at St. Louis in 1904 and chairman of the World's Press Council. 

In 1930 Dr. Williams was exchange lecturer in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
and he received the Oberlander Award for study in German-speaking countries 
in 193'2 and 1933. 

In 1918-19 Dr. Williams went on a special mission to Japan, China, and 
Siberia. In the summer of 1931 he made a tour on which he was received as a 
distinguished guest in several capitals of Central and South Amenca. 

As dean of the School of Journalism, Dr. Williams instituted what became 
known as "Journalism Week". Every year in May, ambassadors, statesmen, 
publishers of metropolitan newspapers and notables in letters and other fields 
would journey to Columbia, Mo., to give counsel to the students. In recogni
tion of Dr. Williams' efforts to improve international relations, the Ambassa
dors of Great Britain and Japan presented tokens of their good-will to the 
school. 

WROTE MANY BOOKS 

Dr. Williams was the author of many books, among them the following: 
"How the Captain Saved the Day" (1901), "Some Saints and Some Sinners in 
the Holy Land" (1902), "History of Missouri" (1908), "Missouri Since the 
Civil War" (1909), "Eloquent Sons of the South" (1909), "Prom Missouri 
to the Isle of Mull" (1909), "The Practice of Journalism" (19II), "The World's 
Journalism" (1915), "Journalism-the Newest Weapon for Democracy" (1919), 
"The Press Congress of the World in Hawaii" (foreword by President Harding) 
(1922), "History of Missouri Since the Civil War" (1927), "The Press Congress 
of the World in Switzerland" (1927). 

On June 30, 1892, Dr. Williams married Hulda Harned of Vermont, 
Mo. They had two sons and a daughter. Mrs. Williams died on April 9, 1918. 
On October 22, 1927, Dr. Williams married Sara Lawrence Lockwood of Co
lumbia, Mo., a graduate of the School of Journalism and later a member 'of the 
faculty. 

Dr. Williams's clubs were Autour du Monde, Paris; National Press, 
Washington; Columbia Country, and Round Table. He also belonged to Sigma 
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Delta Chi fraternity, of which he was honorary national president in 1922-2 3; 
Kappa Tau Alpha fraternity and Phi Beta Kappa society. He was a 33rd de
gree Mason. 

ON THE WESTERN COAST 

FROW THE Los ANGELES TIMES, JULY "9. 1935· 

Dr. Walter Williams, who rose to the presidency of the University of 
Missouri by way of the print shop and editorial office rather than through 
college classrooms, died today. 

He was 71 years of age. An ailment from which he suffered for almost a 
year caused death at 9 p. m. 

Williams was forced to give up active work last winter. He resigned this 
spring and later was succeeded as university president by Dr. Frederick A. 
Middlebush. 

He retained a connection with his journalism department, however, 
continuing as dean emeritus. 

Williams' son, Edwin Moss Williams, sales manager of the United 
Press, and his daughter, Mrs. John F. Rhodes of Kansas City, were at their 
father's bedside when he died .... 

When, partly through his efforts, the University of Missouri established 
its journalism school, Williams was named dean. He established the Columbia 
Missourian, a daily newspaper which became a laboratory product of the 
journalism school. 

He was an honorary member of many press fraternities, including Sigma 
Delta Chi, the National Press Club and the Paris Autour du Monde. Honor
ary law degrees were conferred on him by several mid-western universities. 

A CITIZEN OF THE WORLD 

FROM THE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL, AUGUST 1,1935. 

Walter Williams, who died in Columbia, Mo., Monday, was a college 
president who never was graduated from college. He began his career as a 
printer's devil, served his time as editor of a tiny country newspaper, became 
Missouri's best known citizen of the world, founded one of the first schools of 
journalism, and directed the prepara tion of more than a thousand young men 
and women for the newspaper profession. And when, in 1930, dissension arose 
among faculty, students and Missouri legislators, Walter Williams became 
president of the University of Missouri and smoothed out the troubles. He 
retired from the presidency July 1, this year. 

When he assumed the post he had refused to give up his title as dean of 
his beloved school of journalism. 
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When he took office as president he remarked : 
"Except for me, I believe a good newspaper man would make a good 

college president." 
Dr. Williams was respected by the legislators from whom he had to seek 

. university appropriations. He could call most of them by their first names. 
Appearing before a committee of the legislature delving into university costs, 
Dr. Williams scored a victory when he informed it he had purchased his own 
motor car, contrary to the usual university practice. 

"Like Daniel," he said, "I saw the writing on the wall." 
Dr. Williams, a Democrat, followed Champ Clark's advice never to 

meddle in politics. He was often urged to run for governor, but he refused. 
"Friendships," he said, "are preferable to governorships." 
When Roosevelt took office in 1933, Dr. Williams was mentioned for the 

post of minister to China. The diplomatic position probably would have been 
available to him, but he refused to permit his name to be put up for the honor, 
maintaining his allegiance to his school. 

"I am, after all, a country editor," he declared. "The greater part of 
my life's work has been spent right here in Missouri. My interests are the 
interests of the great numbers of students who come here every year to receive 
instruction in that most fascinating of professions, journalism. Whatever 
small part I may play in fitting them for a career is my contribution to the 
profession that has been my life ever since I was 12 years old." 

For several years prior to 1908, Dr. Williams, with Dr. A. Ross Hill and 
J. C. Jones, had formed a committee to inquire into the establishment of a school 
of journalism at the university~ In July, 1908, Dr. Hill assumed the presidency 
of the university and Dr. Williams founded the first school of its kind in the 
world. 

He had definite ideas of methods of teaching. His knowledge had been 
gained to a great degree by experience. His axiom that doing was learning was 
carried out at the university when he established there a typical but model 
small town daily newspaper which students published. 

The school expanded. Its graduates made names for themselves around 
the world and the fame of Dr. Williams as a teacher of men traveled far. 

It is a boast of the school that 85 per cent of the men graduates are now 
engaged in some phase of newspaper work. 

To stqdents, Dean Williams was a kindly man. He saw their problems. 
A student, literally "kicked out" of M. U. for some technical violation of 

school regulations, remembers vividly Dr. Williams' farewell remarks. . 
"I don't expect to see you end up upon the gallows because you have 

been expelled from Missouri," the dean said. "There are some so physically 
constituted that they cannot fit in the regimented life of an institution. You 
probably will make a success." 

The student since has made a name in his field . 
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"Do public service," Dr. Williams told the graduating class of 1934, in 
his last public appearance. "Remember you have taken out of the wealth 
of the state to obtain that which is yours today. Give back to the state to en
rich its commonwealth from that which you have obtained at its hands." 

Dean Williams instilled a high idealism into his journalism students. 
"No liar inherits the kingdom of good journalism," Dr. Williams once 

declared. "The wages of sin is publicity. The result of publicity should not 
be more sin." 

THE FAMOUS CREED 

"The Journalist's Creed" which he drafted is a clear statement of his 
principles: 

] believe in the profession of journalism. 
] believe that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected with it are, to the full 

measure of their responsibility, trustees for the public; that acceptance of lesser service than the 
public service is betrayal of this trust. 

I believe that clear thinking and clear statement, accuracy and fairness, are fundamental to 
good journalism. 

I believe that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart to be true. 
I believe that suppression of the news, for any consideration other than the welfare of soci

ety, is indefensible. 
] believe that no one should write as a journalist what he would not say as a gentleman; 

that bribery by one's own pocketbook is as much to be avoided as bribery by the pocketbook 
of another; that individual responsibility may not be escaped by pleading another's instructions 
or another's dividends. 

] believe that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike serve the best interests 
of the readers; that a single standard of helpful truth and cleanness should prevail for all; that 
the supreme test of good journalism is the measure of its public service. 

] believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserves success-fears God 
and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed of power, con
structive, tolerant but never careless, self,controlled, patient; always respectful of its readers 
but always unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of privilege or 
the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance and, as far as law and honest wage and 
recognition of human brotherhood can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while 
sincerely promoting international good will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of 
humanity, of and for today's world. 

'"THIRTY" IN HIS OLD PAPER 

FROM THE COLUMBIA (Mo.) HI!RALD,STATl!SMAN, AUGUST 1,1935. 

Walter Williams, country printer, small-town editor, internationally
known journalist, greatest Missourian of his generation, died in his Columbia 
home Monday evening. 

Founder and dean of the world's first school of journalism and president 
of the University of Missouri, he had retired exactly four weeks before his 
death. 
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Editor of The Colu.mbia Herald for thirty years at the time of Columbia's 
and Boone County's most rapid growth, he produced a paper that became na' 
tionally known as "America's model weekly." As an international traveler, 
he became one of his country's most powerful advocates of cosmopolitan good 
will and world peace. 

III for more than a year, Dean Williams had been in a critical condition 
since last Friday. The cause of his death was given as sciatica and complica' 
tion of diseases . With him at the time of his death was his wife, Sara Lockwood 
Williams, and his son and daughter by a former marriage, Edwin Moss Williams 
of New York and Mrs. John F. Rhodes of Kansas City. 

Funeral services were conducted at 10 o'clock Wednesday morning at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Columbia by the Rev. Joseph M. Garrison. 
Burial was in the Columbia Cemetery. 

MANY HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

Honorary pallbearers were members of the Round Table Club, an or' 
ganization founded by Dr. Williams more than twenty years ago; F. A. Middle, 
bush, president of the University, and the deans of the University; past'presi' 
dents of the Missouri Press Association; H. H . Banks and James H. Moss of 
Columbia, Charles G. Ross of the St. Louis Post,Dispatch, one of the first 
faculty members of the School of Journalism; and Isidor Loeb, dean of the 
School of Business and Public Administration of Washington University and a 
former dean and acting'president at the University of Missouri; P. E. Burton 
of St. Louis, former member of the Board of Curators; Gov. Guy B. Park; Dr. 
Robert S. Johnson, president of St. Louis University; and Richmond C . 
Coburn, president of the University Alumni Association. 

Active pallbearers were: C. C. Bowling, J. Sidney Rollins, E. Sidney 
Stephens, C. L. Brewer, R. B. Price and R. L. Hill. 

Journalism students attended the funeral in a body. Members of the 
faculty of the School of Journalism and C. W. Keller, executive secretary of the 
Missouri Press Association, acted as ushers. 

The University suspended activities from 10 to 12 o'clock and business 
houses were closed from 10 to II a 'clock. 

HAD RETIRED ON J UL Y I 

His resignation as president of the University in September, 1934, was 
not accepted by the Board of Curators, who were loath to see him leave the 
position as chief executive of the oldest state university west of the Mississippi 
River. III health so impaired him, however, that on July I of this year he re' 
tired as president, being succeeded by Dr. F. A . Middlebush, who had been 
acting head during the last school year. 

Dr. Williams planned to continue as leader of the School of Journalism, a 
position he had not relinquished during his period as president. Three weeks 
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ago he was made dean emeritus of the school when it became evident that 
he would be unable to assume active leadership. 

Williams went to work at 70 cents a week as a printer's devil on the Boon
ville Topic, a weekly publication. It was not long before he began to write 
short articles for the paper, and, when it was purchased and absorbed by the 
Boonville Advertiser, he was made editor although he was not 24 years old. 

Williams made so many improvements on the paper that he was hired by 
E. W. Stephens, publisher of the Columbia Herald, to take charge of that paper 
in 1890. Except for short periods he spent the remainder of his life in Columbia. 
In 1887 he was elected president of the Missouri Press Association. In 1895 
he began publishing the Country Editor, a monthly, and was elected president 
of the National Editorial Association during the same year. 

Mter hearing a speech by Stephens, Williams' employer, the Missouri 
Press Association passed a resolution urging the establishment of a school 
of journalism at the University. Williams was named a member of the com' 
mittee to present the matter to the Board of Curator~. Two years later the 
curators approved a chair of journalism, but it was two years more before 
funds were available for the project. 

WORLD-WIDE TRIBUTES POUR IN 
Telegrams and cablegrams from all over the world, heartfelt tributes to 

Missouri's best-loved citi4en, have poured into the telegraph offices of Colum
bia in an endless stream almost since the hour of Dr. Williams' death. Today 
they still continue to arrive. 

Above Jesse Hall, administration building of the University, the United 
States flag and the official flag of Missouri have flown at half mast. Newspapers 
of Missouri and others in every section of the world have paid beautiful and 
:Sincere tribute to this dean of journalists through their news and editorial 
columns. 

WALTER WILLIAMS 

FROM THE CoLUMBIA (Mo.) fuRALD-STATESMAN. 

Throughout the earth the news of Walter Williams' death has Bashed, 
bringing to thousands the grief that comes only with the sense of personal 
loss. An item of news reaches every land and clime, and the world knows 
that one of its noblest citizens has passed on. 

Walter Williams was more than a great newspaper man. He was a living 
force for peace and brotherhood among the men and nations of the earth. His 
friends are numbered not alone among his intimates and associates, not alone 
among the graduates of the first school of journalism, founded and fashioned by 
his genius. They may be found among the clan of journalists the world around, 
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of every race and creed. They may be found among the statesmen and the lead
ers of thought in every section. They may be found among people everywhere 
who by any chance had come to know of this man of peace, sincere, true and 
strong. 

To this host of friends the story of the passing of Walter Williams comes, 
and the news is of the death of a man whose soul was too great for his time. 
His was no narrow provincialism, no limited point of view. The spirit of this 
man encompassed the earth. In his imagination there was pictured the world 
as it should be, with the love of one's fellow man the guiding principle of life. 

The loss of Walter Williams to the journalism of the world, aye, to the 
world itself, is deep and profound. Men like this are products of the centuries, 
not of mere passing years. The only solace the profession of journalism can 
know in this hour of grief is the knowledge that the work of this teacher of 
men is bearing fruit with every passing day, and will continue to bear fruit 
so long as journalists serve. 

And so, Walter Williams, as you leave this world of joy and tears, of 
comedy and tragedy, this world of news and newsmen, we who have served 
beneath your banner, or who have caught the inspiration of your matchless 
journalistic creed, salute you. To us you will always remain teacher, coun
selor, friend. 
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Part II 

He Is Laid to Rest 
In the ivy-covered Presbyterian Church in Columbia, Mo., where he 

had served as an elder since 1R94, hundreds of friends, associates, acquaintances 
and students gathered on the morning of July 31, 1935, to pay final tribute to 
Dr. Walter Williams. 

The chancel was heavily banked with lilies, roses, gladiolas and asters, 
and even the window ledges were covered with floral pieces of many sorts and 
colors. 

The crowd gathered early and the streets around the church were lined 
with automobiles long before 10 o'clock. By the time for the services to start, 
the church was packed, and the doorways and entrances jammed by those 
who could not find room inside the main nave. Professor Hermann Almstedt 
of the University of Missouri at the organ played a group of preludes, "Elegy," 
by Amani, "Prelude in G Flat," by Scriabine, and Chopin's "Largo in E 
Minor." 

The dignified simplicity which Dr. Williams always urged characterized 
his final rites. There was a touch of medieval solemnity. All became silently 
aware that a really great personality in their midst had moved into history. 

The pallbearers bore the coffin into the church, as the crowd stood 
reverently and the organist played Tschaikowski's "Funeral March." A large 
spray of Easter Lilies was in place on top of the coffin as it rested in front of the 
chancel. 

After a short prayer by the Rev. Joseph M. Garrison, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, the Rev. A. A. Wallace, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico read these Scriptural passages suggestive of Dean Wil, 
Iiams' character: 

"And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord 
died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath,se-rah, which is in Mount 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Ga-ash." Joshua :14:29'30. 

"But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died; And they buried him in the 
city of David among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both toward God, and toward 
his house." II Chronicles 24 a 5-16. 

"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Return, 0 Lord, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants. 
o satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein 

we have seen evil. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children. 
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our 

hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it." Psalm 90:12'17. 
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"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is under, 
standing. 

For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased." Proverbs 

9:10-II . 
"By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil." 

Proverbs 1 6 :6. 
·'Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right." Proverbs 

16:13· 
"The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his 

soul." Proverbs 16:17. 
'He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy 

is he." Proverbs 16:20. 

"Pleasant words are as an honey-comb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones." Proverbs 

16:24· 
"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour than silver and 

gold." Proverbs:12:1. 
"Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand 

before mean men." Proverbs 22 :29. 

"A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver". Proverbs 25:II. 

These words I have read as they set forth is some degree the life and character of the great 
and good man who has gone from us. 

Let us look to God in prayer. 
"0 God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast 
And our eternal home." 

In this day when "the keepers of the house tremble and the strong men bow themselves, 
when the silver cord is loosed, and the golden bowl is broken, and the mourners go about the 
streets, because man goeth to his long home," we reali~e our deep need of Thee, and to Thee we 
turn for help and strength. 

For the life of this great man we give Thee thanks, rejoicing as we do in the fact that he was 
a loyal and true follower of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We rejoice that early in life his heart yielded unto the sweet entreaties of Thy Grace, and 
that his lips were filled with Thy praise. 

For the noble example of faith, and hope, and love that he was enabled to set, we give Thee 
thanks. 

Thou didst set him in a position of influence, and of power, and of large usefulness; our 
hearts respond with gratitude that in each relation of life he exercised himself in righteousness. 

For his influence over the lives of those who came under his touch in the great institution 
over which he presided we are filled with deep and abiding praise. 

Thou hast made him an ambassador of good will, and of peace. 
He has been diligent in his Master's business, and Thou hast brought him before kings; 

in all the relations of his life he has been a true follower of Jesus Christ, and for this living testi
mony in Thy behalf we lift our hearts in thanks to Thee, his Lord and ours. 

And now, 0 Lord, as we think of all the hopes which come to us through Thy great Gospel, 
fill Thou our hearts with joy and glorious expectation. 

In this hour of their need, we pray for his loved ones; may they be sustained by the promise 
of Him who said, "I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." 

May they be enabled to say with Paul, "I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him." 
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Grant unto them that looking unto Christ they may reaill:e they may sing in all confidence

"Warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present help is he; 
And faith has still its Olivet 
And love its Galilee." 

"The healing of his seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain; 
We touch him in life's throng and press, 
And we are whole again." 

"And so beside the Silent Sea, 
I wait the muffied oar; 
No harm from Him can come to me 
On ocean or on shore." 

"I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 
I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care." 

Thus through all life's pathway may they experience the ful6.11ment of the Divine promise
"The Eternal God is thy refuge and underneath are the Everlasting arms." 

Do Thou enable each of us to follow Christ even as did this good man, and may we look 
forward to the time when Christ shall come the second time, in power and great glory, and death 
shall be swallowed up in victory; when the morning of redemption shall break, and the shadows 
£lee away; when God shall bring His people into His "house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens"; when we shall see those "loved long since, and lost awhile" and "His banner over us 
shall be love." 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we make our plea. Amen. 

The Rev. Mr. Garrison, briefly sketching the material aspects of Dean 
Williams' career, paid him the following tribute, expressed largely in judicious 
selections from Walter Williams' own lips and pen: 

Walter Williams' life as a citizen, teacher, traveler, journalist, writer, 
historian, lecturer, dean, university president, friend and companion speaks 
for itself. 

As a tribute to him, let us listen once again to three brief messages from 
his life and his lips. The three messages are selected from the three areas of 
life that concerned him most: Education, Public Service and Religion. 

Dr. Williams in speaking to the graduating class of 1934, in his last public 
appearance said : "Do public service. Remember you have taken out of the 
wealth of the state to obtain that which is yours today. Give back to the state 
to enrich its common wealth from that which you have obtained at its hands." 

In his creed for the Journalist, which two thousand students have learned 
to repeat meaningfully under his instruction, and which has been translated 
into twenty'seven different languages, we find a High soul, climbing a High 
Way. 
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"I believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserves suc
. cess-fears God and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of 
opinion or greed or power, constructive, tolerant but never careless, self-con
trolled, patient, always respectful of its readers but always unafraid; is quickly 
indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of privilege or the clamor of 
the mob; seeks to give every man a chance and, as far as law and honest wage 
and recognition of human brotherhood can make it so, an equal chance; is 
profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting international good will and 
cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of humanity, of and for today's 
world." . 

In early life Dr. Williams anticipated the ministry. Though he invested 
his life in other channels, it was essentially one of a wide and far-reaching 
ministry. In a little pamphlet "The Blessings of Death" written in 1917 we 
find many beautiful and comforting thoughts. In speaking of death he said, 
"Death is a gateway, not a goal. We do not enter into eternity. Weareineter, 
nity. The soul does not become immortal. It is immortal now or not at alL 
The symbols and similes applied to Death have been as manifold as the methods 
in which He makes His approach. Death is the mother who at eventide beckons 
the tired, unwilling children to bed. Death is the ferryman who takes pas' 
sengers across the last dark river. Death is the doorkeeper who unbars the 
lattice which shuts the soul out from Elysian Fields. This world is a garden for 
immortals. This world is a schoolroom where souls are trained for the univer· 
sity beyond the skies. At the grave the end of human philosophy is. It is the 
unsolved mystery. No exploring expedition has ever returned from its depths. 
But when philosophy fails, faith begins." Somewhere else he adds, "Death is a 
covered bridge; that we shall all go forth from the covered bridge to our 
tryst with Him into the meadow lands beyond. " We have each of us in the 
meadow lands beyond the covered bridge "a rende:wous with Him who is the 
Lord of our Life." "The supreme blessing of death is his who may, when the 
hour of leaving earth has come, say with Paul, in trust unwavering; 'I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.' " 

In the closing moments of his life, Dr. Williams knew that the call had 
come to enter the "meadow lands beyond." He called his family to his bedside 
and spoke at some length of the long journey he was about to make. Bidding 
them farewell with words of comfort and encouragement he passed over the 
covered bridge. 
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Part III 

Accolades From The Nation 
A few of what have seemed to the editor to be representative comments from 

the press in general are here reprinted. Limited space prevents our use of many dis
cerning estimates, and we have not attempted to select the best, but to represent 
various areas and points of view. 

A WORLD JOURNALIST 
FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES. 

As late as last year Walter Williams, the journalist who became pres
ident of a university-and one of the great State universities--completed a 
.six months' tour of the globe whose affairs had for half a century been his 
daily concern. He came to know the earth as widely and as intimately as 
:the astronomer, Shapley, born in the same State (Missouri) knows the stars 
in his night skies. And probably no one of mortals could make a more compre
hensive report to Him to whom a thousand years are as a day than this jou~nalist 
to whom the world was made new every day. This is the more to be wondered 
at since he never had a Ph. D. degree, never even went to college. He got his 
training as a journalist, beginning as a "devil" in a little Missouri newspaper 
office, and had its severe tuitions, with only meager vacations, to the end of 
his years. It is to be doubted if there is a better school of human relations than 
that which a newspaper office under high-minded direction offers to an eager 
.student of earth affairs. Dr. Williams himself said of journalism that it is "the 
great, unfinished, fascinating new adventure." 

And it did not cease to be an adventure in becoming a "profession." In 
making an occupation or vocation into a profession he had a notable part. His 
.creed of many "believes" had its culmination in this all-embracing affirmation: 

"I believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserves success-fears God 
and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed of power, con
structive, tolerant but never careless, self-controlled, patient, always respectful of its readers but 
always unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of privilege or the 
clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance and, as far as law and honest wage and 
recognition of human brotherhood can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while 
.sincerely promoting international good will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism 
of humanity, of and for today's world."* 

Mr. Williams defended his Missouri English by tracing it back to his fore
bears, to whom it came "pure" from the King James version of the Bible. 
He answered criticism of his use of the phrase "you all" by citing the Apostolic 
Benediction, "The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." He had 
himself a "you all" comprehension of humanity. 

So did this boy of humblest origin and little formal schooling come in his 
prime to be a world observer and a world interpreter. 

*Dean Williams' famousJournalists'Creed,ofwhich this is part, is presented in full on page 6. 
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W ALTER WILLIAMS, NOTED JOURNALIST 

FROM THE FLINT (MICH.) JOURNAL. 

Dean Walter Williams, one of the most famous names in American journal, 
ism, was head of the school of journalism at the University of Missouri, a 
ranking institution in this field. Under Dr. Williams many of the nation's 
leading newspapermen received training they came to regard as invaluable to 
their careers. 

Dr. Williams' own education was limited to preparatory school. His 
doctor's degree was an honorary doctor of laws. But as founder of the univer, 
sity's department of journalism and for the distinction it brought to the state 
he later became president of the university. 

It was truly said of Dr. Williams that he was one of the small group of men 
who raised journalism from a trade to a profession. After a successful career in 
newspaper work, his attention became more and more absorbed in the academic 
side of journalism, through which he promoted the better training of news' 
papermen, development of press ethics and the elevation of standards of writing 
and news gathering. His students, imbued with the same spirit of idealism and 
energy, spread the gospel of better journalism far and wide, even into foreign 
countries. 

Dr. Williams' friends developed a great affection and respect for him
not only because of the high order of his work but because of lovable personal 
attributes. The late Champ Clark once said of the new head of the Missouri 
journalism school: "He is one of the ablest men I have ever known in the state 
of Missouri." 

The newspaper world has had reason to view with caution the trend in 
journalism schools and departments in institutions of higher learning-for 
many reasons. But to Dr. Williams, a pioneer in academic journalism, it has 
always paid the highest respect and admiration. 

WALTER WILLIAMS, JOURNALIST 

By DOUGLAS SWIGGETT* IN THE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL. 

Few men have had a greater influence in the America of their day than 
Walter Williams of Missouri; few will have as great an influence on the genera' 
tion that rises after his death. His name was not "known in millions of homes, .. 
but he was a very great figure to the men who supply the nation's homes with 
news and comment. No newspaper man of any claim to importance in the 
English speaking world did not know who Walter Williams was and what he 
stood for, and very many knew him in other than English speaking countries. 

-Editor's Note: Douglas Swiggett was on the English faculty of the University of Missouri 
from September, 1906, to June, 1907. 
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A quiet man, unpretentious and not at all imposing in appearance or in his 
speaking voice, he had something to say. Listening, you forgot all the other 
things. He had what it takes to make a newspaper that people read, and his 
little Columbia Herald in a city of fewer than 10,000 persons became known 
all over the country. If he had never presided over a classroom, he would 
have been a teacher, for he had a message for his times. It was natural that such 
a man should be founder of the nation's first school of journalism. And the way 
he taught reconciled "newspaper men," always theretofore disdainful of the 
word "journalism," to being "journalists." 

The men who sat under Walter Williams and came to understand his 
ideals for their profession literally have gone all over the world. They do not 
preach Walter Williams, but so brightly as their own light burns, they practice 
his teachings. Newspapers, however short they may fall of their goal, are 
better and cleaner because of his influence. Through his disciples that influence 
survives and spreads. 

A HEART WINS LOVE 

By Lee Shippey, formerly a Higginsville, Mo. and Kansas City newspaper man. 
This article on Walter Williams we take with permission from Mr. Shippey's column, 
"'The Lee Side 0' L. A ." in the Los Angeles 'Times. 

Newspapers throughout America and in many foreign countries are paying 
tribute to Walter Williams, who died the other day. He was famous as the 
university president who never went to college and as the originator of the 
school of journalism which proved that journalism can be taught, the school 
which still sets the standards toward which others aspire. Several graduates of 
that school are satisfactorily filling newspaper jobs in Los Angeles, and the 
same thing is true of most of the important cities of this country. For ten years or 
more the Japan Advertiser, in Tokyo, took two or three of its graduates every 
year, on two-year contracts, replacing those who returned home with others 
similarly trained. When I was fairly close to the school I knew several students 
who had crossed the ocean from Europe or the Orient to attend it. Some years 
ago I was asked by the editor of the Tampico (Mex.) Tribune to send him a 
reporter, and wrote to Dr. Williams. He replied that all his graduates of that 
year had been placed (it was then about three weeks after the end of the school 
year), but that if the Tampico editor could wait he had a young man in summer 
school who would be ready in September. That boy went down in September, 
and more than made good. 

But it was his heart more than his genius which made those of us who 
knew him love Walter Williams. When I was a cub reporter I sold my first 
article to a big magazine, Collier's. The magazine commissioned me to write 
another, but when I submitted it the editor demanded better pictures. I knew 



A CHINESE GRADUATE'S STORY 

An editorial article in the China Press (Shanghai) by David Lu, M. A. '32 

(Missouri) rewritten for the Peiping Morning Post by Tan Pon Ji. 
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that Walter Williams had some photographs which would be just the thing to 
illustrate that article, and wrote asking if he could lend them to me. To my 
surprise, a week went past without an answer. It was the first assignment I 
had ever had from a New York publication, and I was jittery. I was almost 
indignant at Dean Williams for failing to answer my letter, and borrowed 
enough money somewhere to put in a long,distance call. Hours went by before 
I could get him on the phone, hours in which I made life hectic for central. 
Then at last I heard his melodious, beautiful voice. 

"You're awfully hard to catch," I complained. "I wrote you days ago, 
and got no answer. And now I've had to take most of today to get you by 
telephone. " 

''I'm sorry," he said, simply. "I am telephoning from the hospital. My 
son is very ill." 

Then I was conscience'stricken and begged him to forget the matter. But 
he knew it must be something very important to me, and looked up the letter, 
which had been unopened in his office for days. The next day I received the 
pictures I wanted, by special delivery, and hurried them on to New York. And 
when the evening paper came out that day I saw that Dr. Williams'son had 
died. In the midst of his worry and grief he had realized what those pictures 
might mean to an eager boy. 

WALTER WILLIAMS OF MISSOURI 

FROM THE DALLAS (Tex.) JOURNAL. 

Today, the world around, dealers and handlers in the stuff whereof 
intelligence is made stand in their places a little taller because Walter Williams 
of Missouri lived-and bow their bared heads because Walter Williams of 
Missouri died. He found their trade a fallen Babel of contentiousness; he left 
it lifted up with these words graven deep into its structure: "The supreme 
test of good journalism is the measure of its public service." Common news' 
print is by its nature cheap and of evanescent import, but Walter Williams of 
Missouri swept it with the sunlight of tolerant understanding and gave to it 
the dignity of parchment. Printer's ink is black and of no great worth, but 
Walter Williams of Missouri mixed it with courage and honor and caused it to 
shine like gold. 

WALTER WILLIAMS 

By MARSHALL SMITH IN THE TULSA (OKLA.) WORLD. 

The career of Walter Williams, lately president of the University of Mis' 
souri, afforded a very striking illustration of the possibilities of American life. 
As a country editor he made sufficient impression to place him at the head of 
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the tentative experiment of special education in newspaper work. The result 
was the formation of a real school of journalism at the university. The practice 
is now general. In that instance, and as a lecturer to newspaper people, and as 
an observer of trends here and over the world, Doctor Williams became a 
conspicuous figure. He was the distinguished journalist nearest the general 
run of the profession and the entire publishing business. He became a venerated 
figure. 

A crowning honor came through Doctor Williams' success in the school 
of journalism. He was not a university ' graduate, and was not even a college 
student at any time, yet he was elected president of one of the greatest schools. 
He filled the position with honor to all concerned, and he goes permanently 
into the ranks of Missouri's great sons. 

Since writing an editorial upon the late Walter Williams as founder of the 
modem school of journalism and as nonscholastic president of a great university. 
it has dawned upon us that he had more distinctions than any man of his time. 
He was president of the World Alliance of Newspaper Men; he was the top' 
story publicity man for the St. Louis Exposition in I904; he went around the 
world several times, and visited more newspaper offices than any other man has 
ever visited; he flatly declined an appointment as senator from Missouri; he 
refused to be a Democratic candidate for governor; he was the author of eight 
books and of the celebrated lecture, "The Seven Lamps of Journahsm"; he was 
the maker of the annual list of outstanding newspaper editors and editorials. 
In many other ways he was effective and trusted. He shares with Gen. Robert 
E. Lee the credit for the modern idea of a school of journalism, and he was the 
first man to make the idea popular. He trained a great many real newspaper 
men and women. Seldom does a man who is supposedly a modest citiz;en of a 
locality and a state achieve so much eminence of the wholly desirable sort. 

WALTER WILLIAMS, JOURNALIST 

By FRANK L. PERRIN IN THE CHRISTIAN ScIENCE MONITOR. 

It is agreed that Walter Williams was a journalist. Indeed, he has stood 
for many years, in the estimation of his fellows and in that of the thousands 
who sat under his instruction. as the personification of their highest concept 
of a journalist. 

The career of Walter Williams was not predestined. fie held no inherited 
title which insured success. His school, like that of Thomas Edison, was the 
school of experience. Edison was not a precocious pupil in the estimation 
of his teacher. His guiding lamp in the days of his experimental studies was the 
great purpose which continued as his inspiration through the long years of 
achievement .... 
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Veteran newspaper editors recall the deep concern they felt in theexperi, 
ment undertaken at Columbia, Mo., in establishing the first school exclusively 
for instruction in newspaper work. It was his activity in this work which 
brought Walter Williams prominently to the notice of newspaper workers in 
the United States and later to those of the world. 

Today, in every country, among editors, correspondents and observers, 
are to be found graduates of the school at Columbia. Many of these might, 
perhaps, have achieved prominence without the training provided under Dr. 
Williams' direction. But it is certain that under his tutelage every graduate 
gained a clearer vision of that which makes for true success. . . . 

Until I met and came to know somewhat more than casually the author 
of this creed, I quite definitely shared the acquired or inherited prejudices of 
my compatriots. Knowing Walter Williams, I realized why he was able to 
provide, for wider application, the rules of conduct which have smoothed the 
way for the thousands who have, figuratively, been guided by him to a better 
understanding of their not unimportant responsibilities. 

THE MASTER PASSES 

By LUTHER HARRISON IN THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN (OKLAHOMA CITY, OnA). 

Possibly our generation has known more than one master spirit who fully 
met the requirements of Garfield's famous definition of a college. It may be that 
we have had several who like Mark Hopkins of Williams college constituted a 
higher institution of learning if he only had one student seated with him on a 
log. But Walter Williams of Missouri is about the only one we can call to mind 
just now. A log in the wilderness with a listening student seated upon it 
would have amounted to more than many a university if Walter Williams had 
been present to furnish the instruction and inspiration. 

He was not the first to conceive the idea of a school of journalism, this 
beautiful spirit who was translated at Columbia Monday. Lee of the lost 
Confederacy established a school of journalism at what is now Washington 
and Lee soon after Walter Williams was born. But the school of Lee's concep' 
tion died about the time the Bayard of the South slipt out on the tideless sea. 
Hence there was no model and no example to guide the kindly spirit who 
founded in Missouri a school that quickly won the attention of the world. In 
a large sense it was virgin soil that the master of Columbia broke when he 
created the Missouri school of journalism. 

Even if he had been the last instead of the first to make a journalistic school 
prosper, Walter Williams would have made his school outstanding. For the 
thing that made his institution notable was not the time of its creation. It 
was the great soul of the old master himself that made his creation illustrious. 
Almost any other American would have failed to throw the blazing light of 
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Columbia quite so far as he. Like Mark Hopkins, like Socrates, like Arnold of 
Rugby, and to some extent like the Galilean, he possessed the inherent 
qualification to make anything illustrious that knew the touch of his hand. 

How sharply limited are the capabilities of society when it goes forth to 
fashion a commanding school. It can build palaces of stone and marble. It can 
convert a campus into scenes of unimaginable beauty. It can assemble the ablest 
faculty of the passing years. It can attract a multitude of ambitious students. 
But unless a great soul like Walter Williams is ready with the fire that is divine, 
the finished product is just another school. 

NEWSPAPERDOM'S GREAT BEREAVEMENT 

FROM THE LOUISVILLE (Ky.) TIMES. 

No living American journalist, it might have been said yesterday, was 
more beloved by his colleagues than Dr. Walter Williams of Columbia, Mo. 

Today the death of Dr. Williams is newspaperdom's greatest bereave, 
ment. The kindly inspirational talks of Dr. Williams to young aspirants for 
success as newspaper men were valued highly and widely, and they were 
immeasurably valuable. 

The school of journalism of the University of Missouri became, under 
the direction of Dr. Williams, admittedly the best school of journalism in the 
United States. 

Journali~m, at least to those in positions of command, is, like life, what 
you make it. 

To know Walter Williams and to know what he did toward moulding 
young people for careers in journalism, and to read Stanley Walker and Emile 
Gauvreau is to understand that there are not only two versions of what journal, 
ism is in America, but also two kinds of journalism. 

The kind Dr. Williams taught is widespread in America, and in English, 
speaking countries. The variety Mr. Walker and Mr. Gauvreau think about 
and write about is something else. 

With rare courage Dr. Williams bore illness which for some time confined 
him to his bed. 

His bedroom chats with newspaper men from far and wide were valued, 
by those who had the privilege of admission, for the information and inspiration 
Dr. Williams conveyed. 

Always cheery when talking to his guests, the invalid maintained the 
attitude of the convalescent, and talked as if his recovery were only a matter of 
time. 

Among the plans he mentioned a few months ago when he received 
numerous visitors who attended Journalism Week at the University was an 
automobile trip to Kentucky. 
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He may have known he would not be able to make the trip, but the invalid 
who talks of the future shifts the conversation, tactfully, from a subject 
painful to those, devoted to him, who feel that his recovery is improbable. 

A WORKING NEWSPAPER MAN 

FROM THE HOUSTON (TEXAS) POST 

The craft has an expression peculiar to itself, "working newspaper man." 
It is at once an accolade and an admission into fellowship. It segregates the 
bees from the drones of the profession of journalism. 

Walter Williams, now deceased, was a working newspaper man. Although 
an educator of wide recognition, it will be as a newspaper man that he will be 
remembered rather than asa pedagogue. 

It was Walter Williams, the late president of the University of Missouri, 
who founded the first school of journalism in this country, and it was the title of 
its dean of which he was prouder than of the presidency of the university itself. 

Although Columbia university's school of journalism had a wider field 
and a much more munificent endowment, it still never quite attained the sound 
prestige won by Walter Williams' department. Its alumni number among 
some of the more illustrious of the craft today, both as foreign correspondents 
and as eminent editors. 

Hundreds of youth who aspired to the newspaper profession owe their 
inspiration and their chance to Walter Williams, and it is with them that the 
craft generally turns in mourning to write "Thirty" after his distinguished 
name and figuratively turn the rule on his last story. 

JOURNALISM'S NOTED PIONEER 

FROM THE INDIANAPOLIS (IND.) STAR. 

Walter Williams, the man, was known less throughout the United States 
than the ideals of journalism for which he stood and the success with which he 
infused them into the newspaper profession. His death at the age of 7I years 
removes a unique figure who established the record of attaining a college presi, 
dency without the background of a college education. He was a pioneer in 
founding an outstanding school of journalism which became the model for 
numerous courses now connected with the average university and college. 

It was no exaggeration to say of Mr. Williams that he found journalism 
a trade and helped make it a profession. Before he established the depart' 
ment of journalism at the University of Missouri, newspaper folk were re' 
cruited largely from the school of experience. A close parallel was provided 
by the national pastime of baseball, which found much of its rough and 
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ready material on the country's sandlots. The college campus now supplies 
many of the game's stars. 

Mr. Williams was a conservative who labored to promote the highest 
type of newspaper ethics. "The Journalist's Creed" which he wrote touched a 
lofty plane for the guidance of veteran and neophyte. From printer's devil to 
dean of the journalism school and then to the presidency of the university, he 
exerted a strong influence on the character of the country's newspapers. Mr. 
Williams was not a crusading reformer, but his sincerity and sound doctrines 
made his name familiar throughout the world. He became one of the first so
called "good-will" ambassadors. His services were sought widely, but he con
tinued to devote his life to education and journalism. He had declined to run 
for Governor of Missouri. Practically every school of journalism is a tribute 
to the leadership which won recognition for collegiate study of the newspaper 
profession. 

THE BUILDER OF THE "WALTER WILLIAMS' SCHOOL" 

FROM THE SAN ANTONIO (TEXAS) EXPRESS. 

Though himself a country news.paper editor, without formal education 
beyond the three "R's", Dr. Walter Williams-who until a short time before 
his death was president of the University of Missouri-was the first American 
educator to recognize that gathering, telling and interpreting the news was a 
profession. In any event he was first to apply that principle practically. 

Twenty-seven years ago, at Columbia (Missouri), Mr. Williams founded 
the country's pioneer school of journalism. He remained that institution's 
head until 1930, when the Curators elected him president of the University. 
By that act the board honored a self-made man and recogniced journalism for 
what it had become, largely under Dr. Williams' leadership -a learned calling. 
His school was not only first in its field, but consistently remained among the 
best. Its scholarship standards were high from the beginning and continually 
were raised to meet the demands of the times. The school achieved a code of 
ethics, as well as better-defined aims and ideals. 

Indeed, Dean Williams contributed greatly toward developing news
writers in this country and the world at large. High honors came to him for 
that service. For some time he headed the Press Congress of the World and 
throughout his career he was an active leader in journalistic affairs. 

To the numerous men and women who were trained there and the many 
others who came under its influence, the Missouri institution was known as 
"Walter Williams' School." It was a one-man enterprise at first, little regarded 
by either schoolmen or newspapermen, which won high place on merit alone, 
even as its founder won his way. Dr. Williams therefore deserves to be re
membered long as a great builder of journalism. 
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MISSOURI LOSES A NOTABLE 

FROM THE NASHVILLE (TENN.) BANNER. 

The University of Missouri, founded at Columbia in 1839, is most cele
brated as the home of the first modem school of journalism, the founder of 
which, Walter Williams, has just died at his home, his death marking the 
passing of a notable figure in newspaperdom as well as in education. 

Walter Williams, a native Missourian, never attended college but for 
five years was president of the University of Missouri, and perhaps as widely 
known as such as was the head of any other institution of its classification. 
When he retired a year ago, he retained the office of dean of. the school of 
journalism, a circumstance which attracted gratifying comment even from met' 
ropolitan dailies. Another incongruity in the man's unusual career was that the 
founder and head of the first successful modern school of journalism had 
no extended experience on any large city daily, his newspaper talents being 
exercised on weeklies and small city dailies, though he did write sometimes 
for the Kansas City and St. Louis papers. His recognition as a newspaper 
man, however, was wide. He had served as president of the National Ed, 
itorial Association and later as president of the WorId Press Congress, presid, 
ing at its meetings in Honolulu, Geneva, and in Mexico City. He also aided 
in the establishment of the first school of journalism in Asia, at Yenching 
University, Peiping. 

Walter Williams has sometimes been referred to as the founder of the 
country's first school of journalism. That distinction it has now been definitely 
established belongs to none other than Gen. Robert E. Lee, while he was 
president of Washington and Lee, this school founded in 1869 being discon' 
tinued, however, shortly after the General's death. 

The University of Missouri's School of Journalism was founded as are; 
suIt of Walter Williams' efforts in 1908. At the time he was editor of the Co
lumbia Herald and one of the curators of the State University. He urged upon 
his fellow curators the desirability of establishing the school of journalism. 
The board thought that a chair of journalism would suffice, but he insisted that 
it was time for journalism, one of the country's most important professions, to 
have its own department with adequate facilities for training its workers. 
His ideas won the day and the school was established. 

The advocate of the school, by that time one of the best known men in 
private life in Missouri, was made the dean and at once went to work on the 
school of journalism, resigning his connection with the Columbia Herald. 

The school offered a four'year course. The dean's assistants in its faculty 
included active newspapermen drawn from the Kansas City and St. Louis 
dailies, which were accepted as models for the sch.ool. Dean Williams called 
himself a country editor; his school offering training for the makers of country 
papers, and trade journals as well as dailies. 
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The first year the Missouri &hool of Journalism had an enrollment of 
ninety-seven students and one student was graduated, receiving the degree of 
bachelor of science of journalism, the degree later shortened to bachelor of 
journalism. 

"The school grew," says the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "to an annual en
rollment of 35'0 students or more, with graduating classes of more than 100 

annually since 1927. The total number of graduates exceeds 1900, and they 
now live, and are, in large part, engaged in newspaper work, in forty-three 
states, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, the Philippines, and twelve foreign 
countries. Fourteen Chinese are among the graduates living in that country. 
The faculty has fifteen members." 

No one today questions the success of the Missouri School of Journalism 
project, nor the debt that journalism and the public at large owe to its founder. 
The secret of his success is by no means difficult to find. In the course of his 
own extended newspaper career, beginning as printer's devil in a weekly 
office, and his broad newspaper contacts as the publicity commissioner of the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, he conceived an idea which was worth while
adequate, instead of haphallard, training for those who were to engage in what 
he considered one of the most important phases of democratic life. To his 
students he had ideals, worthy of the 'best traditions of his profession and 
calculated to inspire them to careers of real usefulness to their day and genera
tion. 

DEAN OF JOURNALISM 

FROM THE NEW ORLEANS (LA.) TIMES-PICAYUNE. 

His profession and his country owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. Walter 
Williams, founder and dean emeritus of the Missouri School of Journalism who 
died Monday night. He was an outstanding worker for international harmony, 
and several times might have held high political office, but it was the service he 
did in newspaper work which will stand as his monument. Before his day the 
editing of newspapers was largely an elaboration of the task of printing them 
and, while there had been brilliant journalists especially trained for their work, 
many of them entered the offices as apprentice printers, slowly progressing 
from the galley boy's stool to the editor's chair. 

Young Williams gained his desk by what then was the usual route, but 
in doing so he felt accountable not only to his readers but to other workers in 
his chosen field, deciding that the responsibilities it entailed and the vast in
fluence it wielded entitled it to rank as a profession instead of what it then 
was, an intellectual trade. As an editor, he devised a code of ethics which 
still guides the American newspaper worker, and then, at the suggestion of 
the Missouri Press Association, became head of the first school of journalism. 
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&ores of colleges now have such departments turning out reporters and other 
writers specially equipped for their calling, and with a background of prepar
ation impossible to their predecessors, but due largely to the moral and intel
lectual integrity with which Dr. Williams endowed this pioneer journalism 
school, it retains today its national eminence. 

THE FIRST DEAN OF JOURNALISM 

FROM THE HOUSTON (TEXAS) CHRONICLE. 

All newspaper men of America will feel a distinct loss in the death of 
Walter Williams, founder of the Missouri school of journalism, whether they 
knew him personally or not. To reporters and editors in Houston, where Dean 
Williams visited a number of times, and had many friends, there will be an 
additional personal note in the matter. 

Although Doctor Williams in later years became president of the Uni
versity of Missouri, to the Fourth Estate he will be known primarily as the man 
who in 1908 founded the first school of journalism in this country, a school 
which has served as a model for all later such institutions. 

A printer's devil at Boonville, Mo., at the age of 15; an editor before he 
was 20; president of the Missouri Press Association at 23, and president of the 
National Editorial Association at 30, Doctor Williams was every inch of him 
a newspaper man. His basic training was in the city room and on the copy desk, 
and there he was reared in a tradition of fair and honest chronicling of the news 
and impartial and forceful comment on it. He had high ideals for the press. 
He believed implicitly in the mission of a newspaper as being a sacred one on 
public service, and he founded his school of journalism to inculcate these ideals 
in the forthcoming generations of journalists. 

Modest, unassuming, but with the fire of the crusader, he found a wider 
field in directing the energies of the youth toward the line of expert, honest 
journalism than in continuing active newspaper work, and that he builded well 
is attested by the hundreds of young men and women who have gone forth 
from his school with the determination to make newspaper writing and editing 
a continued force for good. 

DR. WALTER WILLIAMS 

FROM THE NASHVILLE (TENN.) TENNESSEAN. 

Dr. Walter Williams, whose death occurred in Columbia, Mo., this 
week, has wielded a tremendous influence upon the field of journalism. 

Dr. Williams had been for some years before his death the president of the 
University of Missouri, but the service for which he must be accorded a place 
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in history was performed during the score or so of years immediately preceding 
his elevation to that position. 

In founding the university's School of Journalism and nursing it through 
years of disheartening work, Dean Williams displayed vision and courage such 
as successful pioneers in any field must possess. 

The idea of a school of journalism was not heartily received by newspapers 
everywhere and the first graduates had to face hostility from wise-acres on the 
staffs of various papers. But Dr. Williams continued with his work and, as his 
graduates began to make good after leaving school, it began to gather prestige. 

The movement spread and today fifty-five colleges and universities have 
schools or departments of journalism and hundreds of others have courses in it. 

Dr. Williams not only insisted upon technical excellence in his students. 
but he inculcated high ideals, and his "journalists' creed" has done much to 
elevate the moral tone of newspapers and the newspaper profession not only 
in this country, but in others as well. His character and service were ac
knowledged wherever there is an appreciation for the high calling of the news
papermen and honors were heaped upon him. These were well deserved, for his 
contribution to better journalism was one whose effect reaches into millions 
of homes of newspaper readers in many lands, making their lives richer and 
deeper. 

JOURNALISM'S LOSS 

F ROM THE BIRMINGHAM (ALA.) AGE-HERALD. 

It is the newspaper men who will feel most keenly the death of Walter 
Williams, retired president of the University of Missouri, but it is the world 
that will suffer. For President Williams was a man who placed the imprint 
of his ideals and character upon the journalism of today. 

As orga~r of the oldest existing school of journalism in the nation, 
and in the presidency of such bodies as the National Editorial Association, 
the World's Press Parliament and the Press Congress of the World, Dr. Wil
liams worked continuously and influentially for higher conceptions of news' 
paper work both among the journalists themselves and on the part of the public. 
Several of the many books he found time and energy to write were devoted 
to that same cause. 

Some idea of the character and ability of Walter Williams is revealed in 
the fact that he was one of the few men, and perhaps the only man, to become 
president of a great university without ever having attended college as a stu' 
dent. An honorary degree was bestowed upon him long after he had left his 
country weekly to organiz.e the nation's first real school of journalism. 

Only a few weeks ago he resigned as president at Missouri, expressing 
the hope that he could round out his busy life at his old post in the school 
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of journalism, there to teach his "Creed of Journalism" that has been hung 
in journalism classrooms over the country. He was not spared to do that, 
but his place in the life of the nation and the hearts of newspaper men was 
already fixed. 

DEEPLY RESPECTED 

FROM THE WASHINGTON (D. C.) POST. 

Probably not one in a hundred readers of newspapers know much about 
Dr. Walter Williams, who died Monday in Columbia, Mo. But to the frater, 
nity of newspapermen he was both widely known and very deeply respected. 

Time was when American journalism was best known for its frayed and 
seedy representatives--complete with slouch hat, loud ribaldry and a brazen 
lack of scruples. Dr. Williams, as much as any other one man, was responsible 
for the improved complexion and attitudes of much of the national press today. 
As the first dean of the school of journalism of the University of Missouri, he 
worked an honest and high-principled influence on hundreds of men now high in 
newspaper ranks. Much of the credit for the outstanding coverage of Far 
Eastern affairs, and the consequent better understanding of transpacific points 
of view in this country goes in the last analysis to Dr. Williams. For an unusual 
number of his students either have served or are now serving in the Orient as 
foreign correspondents, concentrating particularly in Tokyo. 

The success of his journalism courses, which followed a laboratory tech
nique of publishing a complete daily newspaper for the town of Columbia, 
inspired the establishment of similar schools in other institutions throughout 
the country. But his conception of proper newspaper training was not confined 
to considerations of reporting or accounting alone. He was an advocate of 
the liberal arts as the ideal background for a newspaper aspirant. Accordingly, 
though he had no more than a high school education to recommend him as a 
scholar, he was named president of the University of Missouri. 

The boy who started as a devil in the print shop of a small weekly 
became the recipient of many honorary degrees and a member of numerous 
national and international societies. By his death, journalism loses a leader of 
high ability and the country loses a citizen ~nd educator of notable integrity 
and accomplishment. 

A PIONEER 

FROM THE INDIANAPOLIS (IND.) NEWS. 

Walter Williams, of Missouri, dead at the age of seventy-one, won his 
greatest fame as a pioneer in the establishment of a school of journalism and will 
he chiefly remembered for the influence he exerted in doing so. Oddly enough, 
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however, his own career was a striking example of success achieved along old
fashioned lines of practical experience without special training. . .. 

During years of successful editorship [in Boonville, Mo.n with various 
other newspaper and publishing connections, he developed views as to the es
tablishing of university training for newspaper work similar in character to 
other professional schools, such as those for medicine, engineering and law. 
His persistent advocacy of this idea led to the establishment of a school of 
journalism at the University of Missouri in 1908 with him as dean. Thus a man 
largely self-taught became a full professor on the Missouri faculty, and in 1930 
he was elected president of the university, though he said on his retirement 
because of ill health, July I of this year, that he had been drafted into service 
as the university's president and that his chief interest was in the school of 
journalism. His conception of the newspaper profession was high. 

The idea of the desirability of special school training for journalism is not 
so unusual now as it was in the early days of Dr. Williams's pioneering and it 
meets with less resistance. Missouri's example has had so many followers as 
to raise serious doubt as to need of so many journalism schools and courses. 
There is still room for question, too, as to whether too much emphasis is not 
placed on mere technical details rather than on the broad general education 
a university may afford. 

WALTER WILLIAMS 

FROM THE DAYTON (0.) JOURNAL. 

Dr. Walter Williams, former president of the University of Missouri, 
whose death occurred this week, was noteworthy not only because he became 
a university president without attending college but because he helped to 
establish the first school of journalism in the United States. 

Upon graduating from high school in a small Missouri town in 1879 he 
became a printer's devil on a weekly newspaper. Becoming editor of the paper 
his work attracted attention of a publisher in Columbia, Mo., the seat of the 
state's university, who hired him to take charge of a publication there. Several 
years later he founded the first school of journalism in the United States at the 
University of Missouri. Within the next 20 years 250 colleges and universities 
established courses in journalism, 55 of them establishing separate departments 
or schools. Such was the influence of Dr. Williams' example. 

His influence was by no means limited to colleges. Always interested in 
editorial groups and associations he was one of the sponsors and also first 
president of the Press Congress of the World. He was also a fellow of the British 
Institute of Journalists, first president of the American Association of Schools 
and Departments of Journalism and a member of the National Union of Jour
nalists of Great Britain. 
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Although he was originally a country editor, Dr. Williams was greatly 
interested in the international associations of editors and especially in the prob, 
lems of journalism in the Orient. In 1918 the United States government sent 
him on a mission to Japan, China and Russia. A few years later he taught at 
the University of Mexico as exchange professor and was chosen president of 
the Pan-American Congress of Journalists. 

The fame of Walter Williams rests both on his ability to foresee the need 
of instruction in journalism and his genius for publicity. Perhaps his ability 
to bring his work and ideas to the attention of the public was largely respon, 
sible for the rapid extension of journalistic instruction among colleges and 
universities. Moreover, he believed that only by actually publishing a daily 
newspaper could students learn the fundamentals of journalism. The fact 
that this "laboratory" system of journalistic instruction was widely copied 
by other institutions is additional evidence of the soundness of his ideas. 

AN INSPIRING CAREER 

FROM THE TRENTON (N. J.) TIMES. 

In the recent death of Dr. Walter Williams, journalism and higher educa' 
tion have suffered a severe loss. Just a month ago, Dr. Williams retired at the 
age of 71 as president of the University of Missouri, and his career, from be' 
ginning to end, was an inspiration and a challenge to the young men of today. 

Compelled to leave school at an early age. Dr. Williams obtained a job 
on a weekly newspaper in Missouri at 75 cents a week. He continued on that 
paper until he was a first class printer. Then he tackled news writing and soon 
became editor and part owner of the publication, an achievement that was 
followed, in a few years, by graduation to the field of daily journalism. 

Dr. Williams never attended college as a student. He obtained his edu, 
cation in the newspaper office. But, reali~ing the importance of professional 
preparation, he established in 1908 the first university school of journalism in 
this country. He headed this school for a number of years and trained hundreds 
of young men and women who now occupy important posts in journalism the 
world over. 

Dr. Williams' successful efforts as dean of the school he founded ulti, 
mately were rewarded by his appointment as president of the University of 
Missouri. Thus. the boy who started life years ago as a printer's devil, arrived, 
through constant thought and study, at the top of the educational world. Few 
lessons in American opportunity are of more striking significance for young 
people of ambition and initiative. 
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A JOURNALISTIC IDEAL 

fROM THE ScRANTON (PA.) REPUBLICAN. 

Dr. Walter Williams, President of the University of Missouri, who died 
the other day after fifty years of journalism and the teaching of journalism, 
never had a college education, and began his career as a "printer's devil" on a 
small Missouri newspaper. 

Like Lord Bacon he took the "whole world for his province" and he often 
declared that newspaper work is "the great, unfinished, fascinating new ad
venture." 

Above all, through his eventful years of sending young men and women to 
the editorial chairs of some of the Nation's leading journals, he formulated a 
creed, which might with profit be framed in the office of every newspaper man 
who regards his profession with sincerity and jealousy. Dr. Williams' creed 
is as follows: 

I believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserves success-fears 
God and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed of 
pewer, constructive, tolerant but never careless, self-controlled, patient; always respect
ful of its readers but always unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the 
appeal of privilege or the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance and as far as 
law and honest wage and recognition of human brotherhood can make it so, an equal 
chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting international good will and 
cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of humanity, of and for today's world. 

Such an ideal is applicable to all businesses and professions that touch upon 
the interests of the public and is the utterance of a man who himself met its 
challenge as fully as any human could do so. 

DEATH TURNS A RULE 

FROM THE BUFFALO (N. Y.) TIM1!8. 

When death turned a thirty rule for Dr. Walter Williams it brought to a 
dose a distinguished career in which every newspaper man cart take vicarious 
pride. 

Best known as the founder and dean of the School of Journalism of the 
University of Missouri, Dr. Williams rose to the presidency of that institution. 

There have been other university presidents who, at one time or another, 
"worked on a newspaper," but Dr. Williams, so far as we know, was the only 
one who was the unique product of the newspaper office. He never attended 
college as a student, never burned the nocturnal lamp wick humping for a 
degree, never made Phi Beta Kappa, never cracked heads in a class scrap, never 
won a varsity letter. From printer's devil upward to editorial desk all of hIS 
education came from the daily struggle of putting the news of the world be' 
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tween column rules. And we leave it to you if it wasn't just about the best 
education the world affords. 

Times have changed since Walter Williams' boyhood. It isn't quite as easy 
now for a young man to acquire the equivalent of a university education wholly 
inside a newspaper office. but the city room remains a great teacher. 

As newspaper men we give thanks for the life of a Walter Williams who, 
toiling among us, grew great in kindliness and mellow wisdom. and shed luster 
on our profession. 

WILLIAMS. DEGREELESS EDUCATOR 

FROM THE CLEVELAND (0.) PLAIN DEALER. 

When it was proposed that Walter Williams be made the head of the 
newly organized department of journalism at the University of Missouri. the 
academically,minded were aghast. Why! Williams had not even a bachelor's 
degree, they protested. They were right. he hadn't. More than that, he had 
never attended college. His formal instruction ended with graduation from a 
small town high school; but his education had not stopped there. Continued 
in printing office and at an editor's desk, it had made Williams a man of well
rounded culture. 

Since his job was to turn out practical newspaper men, the objectors 
reserved their doubts and Williams was appointed head of the journalism course, 
even though he could not wear a cap and gown in commencement processions. 

That was a quarter of a century ago. Today Walter Williams, dead at 71, 
is honored as a successful educator and a distinguished leader in journalism 
instruction. He did so well as dean of journalism that they later made him 
university president, still minus an A.B. In time he collected enough honorary 
degrees to meet the costume requirements of academic processions. 

Meanwhile the practical training which Williams had obtained in rural 
and urban newspaper offices was making the journalism school at Columbia, 
Mo., one of the most successful in the nation. Williams knew the "how" 
as well as the "why" of the stuff he was teaching. 

Trained in the practical school. Williams recognized its limitations. He 
wisely urged the fullest possible academic education for newspaper workers. 
This small town editor who entered academic halls with the smell of printer's 
ink on him made a lasting contribution to the cause of a better'informed and 
more ably,edited American press. 
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A BORN EDUCATOR AND JOURNALIST 

FROM THE BROOKLYN (N. Y.) E AGLE. 

The late Dr. Walter Williams had the unique distinction of rising to the 
presidency of a great university without the academic training that such posts 
are supposed to require. He never graduated from a college. He did not have 
even a high school diploma. The degrees he acquired late in life were all honor' 
ary. Yet through his work in newspaper offices and his studious cultivation of 
natural gifts he became a well,educated man, admirably equipped for the high 
responsibilities that were finally thrust upon him when in 1931 he was chosen 
president of the University of Missouri. He was a born educator as well as a 
born journalist. 

In one field of education Walter Williams was a pioneer. He early came to 
believe that the practices of journalism could be successfully taught in colleges 
and universities. Seasoned newspapermen were inclined to sneer, pointing 
out that journalism was not an exact profession like medicine or law and arguing 
that training for it was best obtained under hard,boiled editors in newspaper 
offices. That having always been the custom, there was no need for change. 
Dr. Williams did not deny the value of the older system. What he insisted upon 
was that a specialized curriculum and laboratory training in schools and de' 
partments of journalism would provide young men and women with a pre' 
liminarytraining valuable to themselves and equally valuable to their employers. 
He organized at the University of Missouri the first school of journalism in the 
United States and directed it over a long period of years. In 1930 he served as 
acting president of the university, becoming president on Jan. I, 1931. His serv' 
ice in that position was terminated at his own request in 1934 because of failing 
health. 

Walter Williams was known to the newspaper profession all over the 
United States. More than that, he was 'better known by personal contact 
to the foreign newspaper world than any other representative of American 
journalism. He organized and directed international press conferences at which 
newspapermen from all over the world met to exchange experiences and ideas. 
He traveled extensively and found time to produce narratives of his journeyings 
along with volumes of history and biography. But perhaps he was happiest 
in writing on journalism, which he knew and loved, and in the practice of which 
he had spent many of his best years. 

AN INSPIRATION 
FROM PRINTERS' INK. 

The death of Walter Williams called to mind once more one of the most 
unique and remarkable careers of this generation. Mr. Williams, although one 
of the aristocrats of academic circles, did not have even a high school diploma. 
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Yet he became president of the University of Missouri where he had success' 
fully conducted the world's first university school of journalism. 

His life-a never dying inspiration to those who create advertising-is an 
outstanding example of the fact that the right sort of person can attain profound 
learning without being educated in a formal way. Instead of going to high school 
Walter Williams was "devil" in a country print shop. Through his own efforts 
he worked himself up to be one of the great newspaper men of this age, later 
becoming an outstanding educator. 

The newspaper business has long been regarded as one of the best of 
training schools for advertising workers. The life of Walter Williams thus 
should prove an inspiration to all such. 

WALTER WILLIAMS 

By MARLEN PEW IN EDITOR AND PUBLISHER. 

A just appraisal of the life and work of Walter Williams would need to be 
written at some future time, for the seed he scattered near and far is now only 
sprouting. We can only know that it was good seed, containing the pure germ 
of a free press for all mankind. How it will blossom, here as well as in China, 
japan, Europe, Africa, South America, India, the Antipodes, and all other 
nations, our poor imagination can scarcely grasp. But those who have faith 
comparable to that of the late Dean of Missouri University's School of journal, 
ism can believe that in a better day the truth will be printed for all to read 
and that it will make men free. 

Man of achievements which rank as heroic-sheer personal worth brought 
Walter Williams to a station of world usefulness. Setting type in a country 
newspaper office, composing editorials at the case, he had a vision of journalistic 
service that was as broad as the world map. There is no better way of ex' 
plaining this ideal than by quoting from his famous creed: 

I believe that the journalism which succeeds best-and best deserve.s 5UCCess
fears God and honors man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed 
of power, constructive, tolerant but never cardess, self-controlled, patient; always 
respectful of its readers but always unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is un' 
swayed by the appeal of privilege or the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a 
chance and, as far as law and honest wage and recognition of human brotherhood can 
make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting inter' 
national good will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of humanity, of 
and for today's world. 

That is exactly what he believed and advocated for the American democ, 
racy, for the japanese Empire, for the struggling Chinese Republic, for lands 
where kings rule or dictators beat their breasts, and all the rest. When the 
people of the world accept that formula as the basic principle of enlightened 
self,government, life will have a sweeter, safer and happier meaning for all 
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mankind. Dean Williams believed this. Yet his head was not in the clouds. 
He was an eminently practical person. His life was a grand adventure. We 
have heard him say, in his old age, that he had had a "swell time." A natural, 
humorous, kindly and wise man he lived simply in a manner true to vigorous 
homespun character, and was content with small things if seemingly potential. 

Greatly will his good counsel be missed in the journalism of this and many 
other countries. He was top man in the educational institutions related to 
journalism. His life was a personal triumph. The craft will hold his memory 
precious. His friends, unnumbered thousands, mourn the loss of a gracious, 
interesting, happy and comprehending associate. 

HE HAD GENIUS 

FROM THE DES MOINES (IOWA) REGISTER. 

Walter Williams, a poor boy with very little formal education, rose to b~ 
president of a great university and to be honored in every continent as one 
of the world's leaders of journalism. 

What more need be said? 

He had genius, a charming personality, tremendous energy and principles. 
He not only knew things: he understood people. Such a man in any age, almost 
in any social group, was bound to be eminent, bound to be respected, bound 
to achieve things, bound to inspire others. He inspired thousands. 

It is gratifying that the great college of journalistic training that Walter 
Williams built up in this prairie region-at Columbia, Missouri-should be 
part of our west. But its significance and his significance are not sectional. 

His death takes one of the best loved characters of contemporary life. His 
institution will go on, for he built solidly. 
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Part IV 

A Jury of His Peers 
Publishers, editors, great correspondents sketch here in bold strokes certain high

lights in Walter Williams' portrait of achievement. So here are estimates of Dean 
Williams' service from a few of the distinguished makers of today's Journalism whom 
Journalist Williams intimately knew. Their citations of a departed colleague are ex
pressed in that terse brevity that Walter Williams liked 80 well. 

HIS GREATEST CONTRIBUTION 

By JOSEPH PULITZER,· PUBLISHER, AND CHARLES G. Ross,· ST. loUIS PosT-DISPATCH. 

35 

Although I yield to no one in my admiration of the great journalistic 
accomplishments of Walter Williams, I think it best to let one who knew him 
far more intimately than I write the expression you have requested for pub· 
lication in the memorial brochure. Accordingly, I have asked Mr. Charles G. 
Ross, formerly of the faculty of the Missouri School of Journalism and now 
editor of the editorial page of the St. Louis Post· Dispatch, to do this. Mr. Ross 
writes as follows: 

"The best contribution of Walter Williams to the cause of good journalism was himself. 
He wrote ably; he gave distinction to the papers he edited; he moved man with his oratory ; he 
founded a famous school of journalism; he brought wisdom and high administrative ability to the 
direction of the State University in a troubled time. But greater than any of his achievements 
was the man himself. 

"To only a few men that the wayfarer meets through the years can the adjective 'inspiring' 
be truly applied. Walter Williams, who started life as a printer's devil and never went to college, 
was of this select company. He was exemplar not only to the young men and women who had 
the good fortune to sit under his instruction, but to all of us who are engaged in the making of 
newspapers. We saw in him an unfailing defender of the rigbts of free speech and a free press; an 
interpreter of the responsibilities of journalism to its practitioners. 

"We knew that he would be tolerant of our human frailties, and we knew also that he would 
condone no bad workmanship, no shabby or unjust thing, in journalism. He had charm and com· 
man-sense, he had all the attributes of a civilil:ed American, and with these qualities that made 
him the engaging companion he was and the inspiring teacher, he had what for want of a better 
word we call character. We held the name of Walter Williams--and always it will be, with his 
colleagues in newspaper work, plain Walter Williams-to be synonymous with the best in journal. 
ism. 

"He could have no finer monument than this respect and this affection of his colleagues." 

*Mr. Pulit~er received from the hands of Walter Williams in 1931 a Medal of Honor from 
the School of Journalism awarded the St. Louis Post.Dispatch as a great American daily. Mr. Ross 
received a Medal of Honor in 1932 for extraordinary service as a Washington correspondent. 
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HE ESTABLISHED A NERVE CENTER 

By ARTHUR fuYS SULZBERGER, PUBLISHER, THE NEW YORK TIMES* 

It has been said of Walter Williams that he found journalism a trade and 
helped to make it a profession. Implicit in this brief statement the newspaper 
world finds an accomplishment which leaves it in respectful and affectionate 
debt to this first dean of the first school of journalism. 

It was Dean Williams' opportunity to contribute greatly towards stirring 
the consciousness of his fellow workers in their great trust. A practical ex' 
ponent of his own teaching, he moved through his allotted span of three score 
years and ten, leaving behind him the imprint of his character and wisdom. 

His influence extends far beyond this group, however. It is unnecessary 
to argue the mutual dependence which a free press and a free country have 
upon each other. Neither can exist alone. It should be equally unnecessary to 
point out that a press unfit for such great responsibility will surely break under 
the storm which, over all the world, has assaulted liberty. Nobles~e f) b:j? ,~ 
might well have been carved over the doorway of the school which Walter 
Williams founded at Columbia, Missouri. There, near the geographical center 
of the country, he established a nerve center-the importance of which cannot 
be overestimated. 

HE MADE MEN DREAM 

By fuNRY]. fuSKELL, *- EDITOR, THE KANSAS CITY STAR. 

Not long ago I asked Dr. W. ]. Mayo what he regarded as the most 
distinguished achievements of the famous Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minn. 
I knew something of its remarkable contributions to the technique of surgery, 
of its developments in medical research, of its outstanding record in bringing 
the best that modern medicine and surgery have to offer to the tens of thousands 
of persons who pass through the Clinic every year. So I was curious to learn 
which of these features the Clinic's co,founder and chief regarded as of most 
importance. None of them figured in his reply. 

"I believe our greatest accomplishment," he said, "has been in the field of 
medical education. We have sent out hundreds of men from our graduate 
school-well trained men with high ideals. They have gone into practice and 
into teaching not only in this country, but in other countries. These men are 
our greatest contribution to human welfare." . 

I suspect if Walter Williams had been asked a similar question about his 
contribution to journalism, he would have made a somewhat similar reply. 

-Mr. Suhberger in 1931 received a Medal of Honor for the N. Y. Times. 
**Mr. Haskell received a Medal of Honor for the K. C. Star in 193:1. 
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President Williams made many contributions to journalism-in the excellence 
of his own newspaper, in establishing the first school of journalism in America, 
in carrying the idea overseas and setting up the school of journalism in the 
University of Yenching, China, in promoting the World Press Congress, in 
exalting the dignity of his profession. 

But after all, his great contribution was in sending out into the world 
young men and women trained in his ideals, inspired by his spirit of disinter' 
ested public service. No one could come in contact with Dean Williams with, 
out being permanently enriched from that abounding personality. 

In his students, scattered over America and over the world, his works · 
do follow him. 

HIS GREATNESS HE ACHIEVED 

By PERCY S. BULLI!N, * AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT OP THE LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH SINCB 1903 

Walter Williams was not born to greatness, neither was it thrust upon 
him. Literally he achieved greatness. 

During fifty years of worldwide experience as a newspaperman I have 
met many men, from potentates to peanut'pedlars, and foremost in the ranks 
of those well worth knowing I place the man who rose from the ranks of ob, 
scurity to the Presidency of Missouri State University. 

The greatest contribution made by Walter Williams to our common life 
was, I believe, the revelation of the remarkable personality of the man, and the 
expression of that personality in works he designed for the advancement of 
journalism. If, as we are told, true Americanism is a spiritual faith, independent 
of race, language and creed, our dead friend certainly represented all that is 
best in that faith, and if my reading is correct he was also at heart an "inter' 
nationalist" in the true sense of the word. 

The channels through which Walter Williams expressed his genius, 
his constructive mind, his unashamed idealism and faith in human progress 
secured international recognition. It was indeed a great contribution which 
he made towards the training of young men and women in the journalistic 
school, and the prestige of the press in America owes not a little to his personal 
effort and influence. 

Walter Williams believed that America could teach much in journalism 
and so also America could learn from others. He was a student of the journal' 

*Mr. Bullen received a Medal of Honor from the School of Journalism in 1931, for dis, 
tinguished work as a journalistic interpreter of American life for English readers. 
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ism of every civilized country and worked hard to establish the annual Congress 
of the Press of the World. He was a Fellow of the British Institute of Journal, 
ists, and believed that the underlying ideas of that Institute might be success' 
fully transplanted to America. 

Writing as an Englishman I may claim that Walter Williams accomplished 
the seemingly impossible feat of establishing his claim to distinction as a pioneer 
in journalistic education and a worker for newspaper prestige not alone in the 
United States but in every section of the English Speaking world. 

FROM VOCATION TO PROFESSION 

By C ASPER S . YOST, EDITOR OF EDITORIAL P AGE OF ST. LOUIS GLOBE,DEMOCRAT. 

Walter Williams probably did more for the elevation of journalism than 
any man of his time. And the full fruits of his labor are yet to appear. For he 
did more perhaps than any other to raise journalism from a nondescript vocation 
to a professional level. 

Journalism naturally grew out of the printing office. It was in its begin' 
nings an outgrowth of the craftsmanship of printing, an incidental exercise of 
the printer's calling. While in the rapid development of the press the positions 
became reversed, and printing became the servant rather than the master of 
journalism, the ideas and habits of craftsmanship were retained. The printer's 
trade was learned by specific apprenticeship or by the apprentice process of 
training by practical experience within the printing office. 

The same process of learning newspaper work, the work of newspaper 
writing, became universal. Indeed, for a long time most newspaper writers 
were in their beginnings printers. There was no educational requirement for 
entering into the mental vocation as there was none for the manual, other than 
the elementary requirements of literacy. It was the general belief that the 
only place to learn newspaper writing was in the newspaper office, and that 
the newspaper office was itself a university, which made any preliminary 
higher education unnecessary. 

Walter Williams was one of those who first perceived that journalism 
is essentially a profession, because it is a mental vocation, and because one can 
be properly fitted for it only by an educational process. While the educa, 
tional process was not lacking in the newspaper office itself, it permitted no 
standards of educational qualification:s, and without Such standards journalism 
could not be recognized, or recognize itself, as a profession. He saw, therefore, 
that if journalism was to be given its proper place as a profession, and to rank 
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with such professions as the law, medicine and theology, it must rest upon a 
similar definite basis of educational training for its practice. 

So perceiving, and believing, he took charge of the work of organiz;ing 
and developing the first school of journalism in the world. He had a vision of a 
greater, finer and more useful journalism, and he applied himself with a pas
sionate and yet practical devotion to the realization of that dream. To the end 
of his days that was his chief objective, and he lived to see his ideas and ideals 
pretty generally accepted, although it was long before most newspaper workers 
recognized their merit. He lived to see numerous schools of journalism become 
established in connection with universities, colleges, and even courses of study 
in journalism in high schools. Specific education for journalism has become 
common, the rule rather than the exception. And all this is the result of his 
vision and his courageous pioneering in an untouched field of constructive 
endeavor. 

But his work is not finished. It could not be in a single lifetime. The 
greater consequences of his efforts are still to come. He contributed greatly 
to the elevation of journalistic standards; he made the conception of journalism 
as a profession something tangible, but it is not yet a profession in the sense that 
law, medicine and theology are professions, in which no one is permitted to 
practice without certain educational requirements. It took them a long time to 
reach that point, and it may be long before a degree is essential to every news
paper worker, but doubtless that time will come. Meanwhile the infusion of 
journalism with more and more men and women specifically educated for that 
vocation is bound to exercise an influence to that end, while it constantly 
improves the quality of journalism in general. 

Journalism owes a great deal, a very great deal, to Walter Williams, and 
because journalism is distinctively an instrument of public service, the indebt~ 
edness of the public to him is no less. 

A PLACE OF HONOR 

By COL. R. R. MCCORMICK, PUBLISII1!R, CHICAGO TRIBUNE. 

Dr. Williams' life long service to education in journalism and the develop
ment of high professional standards and helpful cooperation among newspaper
men throughout the world has given him a place of honor in the history of the 
profession. 
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A PRACTICAL IDEALIST 

By H. J. GRANT,* PUBLISHER, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL. 

Dr. Walter Williams saw the business of newspaper making as a profession 
and advanced the ideals which are the basis of the best practice in modern 
journalism. 

His fine talents were used to better journalistic standards and in promoting 
good'will and a more thorough understanding between the peoples of the world 
through the international press. 

Dr. Walter Williams' life work has brought real benefits to every journal, 
istic worker through his practical idealism, and though the press may suffer 
from its own shortcomings and oppressions without its ranks, the light of Dr. 
Williams' vision and accomplishments will continue to show the way to better 
journalistic practice. 

AN INSPIRATIONAL JOURNALIST 

By lliRBERT W. WALKER,** GENERAL MANAGER, N . E. A. SERVICE, CLEVELAND. 

High on any list of the remarkable achievements of Walter Williams should 
be placed his ability to inspire young men and women. 

From the very start of his School of Journalism, it was evident that this 
school was different, and in my opinion the difference was the personal inspira' 
tion of Dean Williams. In young minds, he instilled high ideals, a sense of 
responsibility and fairness, a recognition that journalism is a public trust, a 
pride in the profession and a determination to succeed. 

He was an idealist, but also a practical man. In training young people 
for the newspaper field, he favored a thorough course in technical fundamentals . 
And, then, he added that inspiration. Spreading through thousands of young 
minds, who, in turn, perhaps even unconsciously, passed it along to others, 
its effect has been multiplied many times and it has left an indelible imprint on 
journalism in the United States and the principal foreign countries. It will 
continue to do so for generations to come, perpetuating itself like a force of 
nature. It will be an imperishable monument. 

*Mr. H. J. Grant received a Medal of Honor for the Milwaukee Journal in I932.. 

··Mr. Walker received a Medal of Honor in I934 as an outstanding alumnus. 



HIS MESSAGE TO THE ORIENT 

This editorial appeared in the Sin Wan Pao, Shanghai, on August 5, 1935. 

A translation of it, made for this memorial brochure by a Chinese student in 

the School of Journalism, is given on Pages 75 and 76. 
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Honors of all kinds came to Dean Williams, in recognition of his many 
accomplishments. But, I believe he would be pleased to have this inspiration 
considered as his greatest contribution to journalism. 

I think that is the reason why neither the other honors nor a failing health 
could force him to detach himself from his school and why one of his last acts 
was to advise his former students of his happiness in returning to it and of his 
desire to resume his contacts with them. 

I~ 

A CREED OF INTEGRITY AND LIGHT 

By JAMES H. FURAY, VICE-PRESIDENT, UNITED PRESS. 

So many and so varied were the contributions of Dr. Walter Williams to 
the journalism of his day that it is difficult to single out anyone as greater than 
the others. 

Perhaps his most vital contribution was in the inspirational field. Few men 
of his generation contributed so much towards raising definitely the standard 
of journalistic ethics throughout the world. His constant reiteration of the re
sponsibilities attaching to the high estate of "Journalism" and his insistence 
that the terms "journalist" and "gentleman" must be synonymous have left 
the newspaper craft throughout the world his debtor. No code of journalistic 
ideals has be~n penned so inspiring and so true as his "Credo". Granting the 
vocation, newspapermen who follow that creed cannot fail to contribute to 
human progress. 

Not only was Dr. Williams an able and effective teacher of the mechanics 
of journalism, but his uniform and unfailing emphasis upon integrity, broad 
tolerance, appreciation of the saving grace of humor in human contacts and un
derstanding of the spiritual values have left an indelible mark upon newspaper
men everywhere. 

Hundreds of young men whose privilege it was to sit at his feet and to 
absorb his wise, kindly, tolerant philosophy, have carried the gospel of his 
teaching and the influence of his personality to all parts of the world. News
paper men who have visited the far places, have felt that influence in many 
remote countries and among many alien races. 

In the death of Walter Williams, journalism lost one of its most illustrious 
leaders and one of its most influential for good. 
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"GO RUN GOOD NEWSPAPERS" 

By PAUL PATTERSON,* PUBLISHER, THE BALTIMORE SUN. 

Walter Williams, founder of the Missouri School of Journalism thirty 
years ago, Dean of its faculty until his recent death, and for two years Presi' 
dent of the University of Missouri, was a great editor of a celebrated small 
town newspaper in his youth. He won a national reputation among the mem' 
bers of his profession as a country journalist. When he became a teacher he 
applied what he had learned in a country newspaper office to what he taught 
in the School of Journalism. 

This he did so successfully that he sensibly raised the quality of small town 
daily and weekly newspapers throughout a large section of the United States. 
Thus he enhanced the cultural levels of their served communities. 

Dr. Williams impressed upon the students he taught that there were other 
desirable goals in journalism than success on metropolitan newspapers. He said 
in effect to the young men and women who studied under him, "Go back to 
your native towns and villages and run good newspapers." He said it so 
impressively that hundreds of them obeyed him. 

Dr. Williams gave a practical demonstration of his theories by conducting 
a daily newspaper in Columbia. It was staffed by student journalists in every 
department. This paper was so well written,.edited and printed as to be a model 
in every way for a small community daily newspaper. 

Although he stressed the needs for good editing in small communities, 
Dr. Williams did not neglect the larger fields. This has been demonstrated over 
a quarter of a century by the successful metropolitan newspaper men who have 
graduated from the school he presided over. And in the foreign field his teach, 
ing was so successful that today practically all of the English language journal, 
ists in the Orient are graduates of the school presided over by Dr. Williams. 

THE SABBATH WAS GOD'S DAY 

By WILLIAM SOUTHERN.·· JR .• EDITOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE INDEPENDENCE (Mo.) EXAMINER. 

Walter Williams' mind may be likened to a beautifully cut diamond with 
finely polished facets. The center facet, around which all the others were 
grouped, was his religious faith. Not only did every facet sparkle by its own 
right, but each one borrowed from that central guiding place of his life. His love 
for journalism and journalists was a part of his love for righteousness, and he 

*Mr. Patterson received a Medal of Honor for the Baltimore Sun in 1930. 

**Mr. Southern received a Medal of Honor in 1935. 
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never made an address or wrote an article or delivered a lecture that he did not 
place righteousness as the center stone of the edifice he was building. 

An incident which I can tell from personal experience illustrates the spirit
ual devotion of the man under all circumstances. We were together in Guate
mala in the capital city. For days official appointments had been made for 
luncheons and for banquets in the evening. When the program for the next 
week was shown to Dr. Williams, he passed his pencil through all the dates 
for Sunday and asked that no appointments be made for that day. Our hosts 
agreed. 

On Sunday morning we went together to the only Protestant religious 
service held in English in the city of Guatemala. 1£1 remember correctly, Dr. 
Haymaker, who was from Warrensburg, Missouri, and who had been a mis
sionary in Guatemala for forty years conducted the service. Dr. Williams 
and I spent the day as he wished to spend it, beginning with that religious 
service. 

Dr. Walter Williams was a great writer, a great speaker, a great organi~er, 
a great friend, and a great gentleman. He had that rare faculty of making every 
one with whom he came in contact feel at once at ease, and of then drawing 
from each one the best that was in him. As a presiding officer, he had no equal 
because of this faculty. He made fine friends among those in high places and 
among those of low estate, and held them. His life was guided by a standard 
of value measurement which never failed him-a great and abiding faith in the 
immortality of the soul. 

A PLANTER OF IDEALS 

By FRANK RUCKER, * VICE,PRESIDENT, INDEPENDENCE (Mo.) EXAMINER. 

Dr. Walter Williams was particularly successful in planting ideals and in 
making them live in others. It is one thing to possess ideals and reflect them in 
your own life; it is a far greater thing to be able to pass those tried ideals on, 
to make others comprehend their worth and use them. 

For him, journalism, in its highest sense, was not a technical profession, 
but an ethical one. Young persons who came to the Missouri School of Journal
ism to acquire all the fine points pertaining to the art and science of journalism, 
soon found that there was more than technical knowledge needed for the making 
of a successful journalist; that the development of a great heart is just as im-

*Mr. Rucker received a Medal of Honor, as a distinguished alumnus, in 1932. 
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portant as the improvement of the mind; that the only journalism that suc
ceeds well is that which fears God and honors man. 

His personal faith in journalism and its opportunities for public service 
strengthened the faith of others, for he had that rare art of transmitting to 
others the fineness of his own character and the power of his ideals. 

He sent out from his school not only better-trained men and women, but 
BETTER men and women. 

We recognize the ability of Dr. Williams in the practice of journalism 
and in the field of education, his contribution to literature and statesmanship, 
his world vision and influence, his remarkable personality and his devotion to 
all that is good and great, but it seems to me that his supreme greatness lay in 
his ability to elevate standards and to inspire others. All who knew him will 
testify to this power. The greatest fruit from this planting is being borne by 
the thousands of graduates of the Missouri School of Journalism-located in 
practically every country of the world-who are bigger in heart and in mind 
for having known him. 

WALTER WILLIAMS' LEGACY 

By MALVINA LINDSAY,* EDITOR, WOMEN'S PAGE, WASHINGTON (D. C.) POST. 

The legacy Dr. Walter Williams left journalism is expressed in the opening 
sentence of his famous Journalist's Creed: "I believe in the profession of 
journalism." His efforts to make newspaper work something more than a 
romantic adventure or a routine recording will bear fruit for many years to 
come. 

Women journalists particularly owe him a great debt. Before the coming 
of schools of journalism, newspaper offices were largely closed to them on the 
basis of any dignified, professional status. Most editors accepted them only as 
sob sisters, muckrakers or stunt reporters. Their writing was expected to be 
flashy and maudlin. But through their training in schools of journalism and 
through Dr. Williams' personal sponsorship of them and belief in them, they 
were graduated into professional respectability and new fields of opportunity 
were opened to them. 

Dr. Williams not only gave journalism new mental and ethical standards, 
but kept alive its idealism at a time when it was floundering into cynicism and 
realism. However dubiously his students may have regarded his views of them 
as men and women with a mission, they could not help catching some of the 
contagion of his high faith in the power of the press to make a better world. 

*Miss Lindsay received a Medal of Honor from the School of Journalism in 1931. 
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They could not help unconsciously reflecting this faith in their later achieve, 
ment. 

The day of the old personal journalism was passing when Dr. Williams. 
began to make his influence felt. He originated a new journalism of personality, 
one that regarded the journalist not as an editorial Jehovah or a mental ex' 
hibitionist but as an interpreter of life with as high a socia! responsibility as a 
doctor, a lawyer or a preacher. He sowed his seeds of education so deeply 
toward this end that ultimately his ideal must prevail. 

HE HAD VISION-AND ABILITY 

By G. B. DEALEY,* PUBLISHER, DALLAS JOURNAL AND MORNING NEWS. 

Walter Williams, when a young man, worked in the field of the country 
newspaper. He had vision, high ideals and the ability to put these into practice. 
While earning his living in shop and office, he cultivated the friendship of like' 
minded persons with whom he came in contact and discussed with them the 
responsibilities of the press in public service. 

At a more mature age, when his abilities had been improved by study and 
hard but diversified labor, he came into contact with a wider circle of those, like 
himself, profoundly interested in the standards of the press. Such contacts
local, national and international-were best obtained through the varied per
sonnel of press associations. 

In his maturity he helped to raise the standards of country journalism and 
also became spokesman for the press of the nation. By giving eloquent expres' 
sion to the aims and ideals of journalism, he helped to elevate its status from 
that of a wearisome vocation to a truly professional basis. 

In his close association with his State's highest educational institution. 
the University of Missouri, which he served in many capacities, culminating 
in the presidency, he strove to combine idealism with practical services, aiding 
by precept and example the public press to find a broader and higher plane of 
service. 

This took tangible form in his most original contribution-the founding 
of the first School of Journalism and the development of journalistic education. 
By this pioneer contribution his name becomes immortal in the annals of jour' 
nalism. 

Dr. Williams also, by bringing together into international gatherings the: 
journalists of foreign lands, animated by common aims and ideals, promoted 
thereby the cause of international comity and friendship. 

·Mr. Dealey received a Medal of Homor in 1935 for the Dallas News. 
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Missouri is proud of her son. The United States holds his memory 
precious. The newspaper world has already given him a high rank: among its 
great journalists who have demonstrated that the pen is indeed mightier than 
the sword. 

IT APPROACHED A MIRACLE 

By W. W . WAYMACE:,* ASSOCIATE EDITOR, DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE. 

A poor boy, with little chance for formal education, but with an inherit, 
ance of genius that was compounded of idealism, practicality, shrewdness, 
dignity, humor, self'confidence, organizing talent, an insight into men and a 
touch of the prophet. That was the early Walter Williams. 

He became printer, traveler, author, journalist, inspirer and stimulater of 
great national and international groups of journalists, rejecter of high political 
office, builder and lifelong captain of the first and one of the world's most famous 
of journalism schools, and president of a university. 

That outlines the story. 
Yet the total of the influence of that man can hardly be appraised at all. 
It was something approaching a miracle to call into being in a small city 

in a midwestern state a great training school for journalists of country and city, 
who would carry the torch lighted by Dean Williams to every state in the 
union and nearly every country on the globe. 

The world honors that came to him must have been pleasant. But they 
:are the lesser part of his crown. 

The journalism college of Missouri university, which for a generation was 
his child and his love, is the enduring monument to his great personality. 
And, cynical as men tend in their later years to get, he was never cynical. Nor 
is any cynicism sound that deprecates the enormous influence of Walter Wil, 
liams' concepts of what is decent and ethical in journalism, exerted, as it was, 
upon so many scattered hundreds to whom he was and still seems friend and 
father and spiritual energizer. 

*Mr. Wa ymack received a Medal of Honor in 1934 for the Des Moines Register and Tribune 
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HE WANTED CONVICTIONS 

By Gus OEHM, FIRST PRESIDENT OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF ScHOOL OF JOURNALISM 1931-31. 

Dean Williams always insisted upon the necessity for a good editorial 
writer to feel keenly, but without puerile bias, upon the subject of his editorial 
discourse. Mere objective opinion based entirely on pure logic left him cold. 
The editorial page was the place for forceful opinions, and he demanded ag
gressive thinking of his editorial writers. 

How well do I remember when Papa Joffre toured the United States dur
ing the World War; how he was hailed, feted, wined, dined, and praised edi
torially. In my youthful naivete, groping for an understanding of what it 
was all about, I decided that we human beings were, to say the least, a bit 
sophomoric in our hero worship. 

I happened to be taking a course in editorial writing under the direct 
supervision of Dean Williams. I wrote a burning editorial, not as a mere assign
ment, but because I had something I wanted to say. I insisted that, while 
Papa Joffre should be treated with all respect and acclaim due his high rank and 
his unquestioned accomplishments, we, the people of the United States, should 
never forget the common soldier, the man in the ranks, the "cannon fodder." 
I cannot now recover the thoughts that burned so deeply in my mind that 
undergraduate night. But I made my plea for the man in the ranks. The edi
torial was not long; it was not saturated with learned academic allusions. It 
was simple and direct. But it radiated sincerity and feeling. 

Two days later the editorial, having gone through Dean Williams' haqds, 
appeared in the Missourian exactly as written-something of an innovation, I 
assure you. In class the following day, the Dean chose to use my editorial as the 
basis of his discussion. He had sensed the enthusiasm of my thinking, and 
frankly said so-pleading for more "righteous indignation" in editorial thought. 
And I have never forgotten. 

NOT ONLY MIND BUT SPIRIT 

By DR. GUY EMERY SHIPLER,· EDITOR OF THE CHURCHMAN. 

To set down a long list of the contributions which Walter Williams made 
to his beloved profession of journalism would be no difficult task. I doubt if 
anyone could make a complete list, so fundamental were his insights, so far
reaching his influence. The key to his greatest contribution, on which all the 
others hung, is found, I think, in the address he made to his last graduating 

·Dr. Shipler received a Medal of Honor in 1934. 
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class. "The world is yours." he said, "---on certain conditions." Among these he 
listed, "unshakable faith in God and one's fellow men, holding fast to the things 
of the spirit." And he added, "Cast your lot along your own coast in the 
swift, moving-however dangerous-current of humanity's progress unto 
nobler things. And then paddle your own canoe." 

Walter Williams held the deep conviction that the most majestic, the 
ultimately sacred thing in the universe is personality. Profound mystery that 
it is, it represents, he believed, the supreme challenge to high adventure. It 
was on this concept of values, as I see it, that Dr. Williams formulated his 
program for his life's work. On every journalist, he was convinced, rested the 
exalted responsibility of equipping not only his mind but his spirit with the 
finest training each could receive to the end of service to personality. 

It was only because the events which go to make up the fabric of the 
world's daily life, and with which the journalist must deal, turn on the center of 
personality that Walter Williams so insistently demanded the best of every man 
and woman in the profession. The giving of that best constituted the Great 
Adventure; an adventure which would never be found in a "sheltered house
boat in a tideless eddy." He knew from wide experience in the "moving cur
rent of humanity's progress." The greatest contribution Walter Williams 
made to journalism was his own personality, from which emerged such an 
abundance of practical wisdom illuminated by arresting ideals. 

HIS TORCH TO NEWSPAPER ETHICS 

By HENRY JUSTIN SMITH, MANAGING EDITOR, CHICAGO DAILY NEWS. 

Great as the recogni~d debt of the newspaper profession to Dr. Walter 
Williams is today, one may predict that such recognition will be even greater 
in time to come. Fine principles make their way slowly. Pioneer that he was in 
advocating strict ethics in journalism, Dr. Williams must have felt at times that 
his words of guidance met with no hearty response. He lived to see a new spirit 
enter the newspaper profession, largely drawn from his inspiration, and to see 
progress in setting higher standards, such as he urged upon all of his host of 
students. Others will carry on and bring to a still higher level conceptions of 
honesty and courage which he so ardently expressed. 



IN MEMORIAM 49 

AS MUCH AS ANY MAN 

By JOHN C. MARTIN, PUBLISHER, PHILADELPHIA EVENING PUBLIC LEDGER. 

It has been nearly thirty years since the American newspaper world 
became aware of the new and remarkable work then being done by Dean Walter 
Williams in the &hool of Journalism of the University of Missouri. He was
in 1908 when he took up what was to be his life,work in Columbia, the up'state 
university town-a veteran newspaper worker. 

His fellow Missourians had for years recognized his abilities as a writer 
and an editor. From the day he assumed the deanship of the School of Jour' 
nalism he speedily proved his abilities as an organizer, a teacher and a trail, 
breaker in a new field of training and education. 

It was, in those days, a new field. It was necessary for him to overcome 
prejudices that existed concerning the "school,trained journalists." The news' 
paper world doubted, then, that its work could be taught as a profession. 

The doubts were attacked and the prejudices were overcome. Dr. Wil, 
Iiams lived to see his work and his principles accepted at home and abroad. 

Few men have had a greater influence on the modern newspaper. He be, 
lieved in and practiced the principles set forth in his "The Journalist's Creed". 
Older men in the newspaper field accepted it. Younger men sought to make it a 
guide for the day,by,day work they were doing and hoped to do. 

As much as any man dead or now alive he helped to rebuild the craft of 
journalism and make it the profession of journalism. He believed that journal, 
ism-the editorial making of newspapers---could be taught and lived and 
practiced as a profession by professionally trained men and women. 

The &hool of Journalism of the University of Missouri is his enduring 
memorial. He helped in giving journalism a new dignity and the work that 
he did there and the influence he exercised upon his own students and upon 
the newspaper men and women of the Nation, will live after him. 

EAGER TO GRASP HIS HAND 

By HARRY E. TAYLOR,* EDITOR AND PUBLISHER, STAR-CLIPPER (TRAER, IOWA). 

Dean Walter Williams was a many'sided genius whose service to jour' 
nalism and humanity cannot be measured in words. As the beloved teacher 
of nearly 2,000 graduates and former students of the University of Missouri 
&hool of Journalism which he founded, he did far more for us than we could 
ever hope to repay, but expected nothing in return except our friendship and 

*Mr. Taylor received a Medal of Honor in 1935, as an outstanding alumnus. 
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loyalty, and an honest effort to put into practice some of the high ideals for 
journalism for which he stood, and for which the world chiefly honors him. 

He possessed a power equalled by no other one of his time to inspire the 
best efforts of not only the privileged group of young people who were his 
students, but a countless number of others engaged in the practice of our 
profession throughout the world. Those who never enjoyed the privilege of 
being a student in his classroom must envy those of us who had that great 
experience. 

He took a personal, almost fatherly interest in his great family of grad, 
uates and former students. Many of us corresponded with him more or less 
regularly. He always expressed pleasure over our letters. He enjoyed receiving 
copies of our newpapers and other evidence of our work in the school of ex
perience. When a graduate achieved some notable distinction, as many have, 
he was one of the first to congratulate. His interest, encouragement, commenda
tion and friendly counsel followed members of his family wherever they went. 

Many of us returned to Columbia at every possible opportunity, eager to 
grasp his hand, to receive his arm on our shoulder and his smile of greeting 
which reflected a welcome we knew was genuine. He loved to have us bring 
our wives and children to see him, and they became a part of the Dean's 
intimate family. During his frequent travels he was always in touch with 
former students. There never was a more welcome visitor in our homes. 

Dean Williams was one of the greatest inspirational public speakers before 
any audience, but he gave his students and graduates his best efforts. His 
heart-to-heart talks to his alumni group during Journalism Week will ever 
remain a cherished memory. 

Although the honored friend of so many of the world's great, he always 
seemed to value the love and loyalty of his students and graduates most. No 
teacher was ever more beloved by his students, except the Greatest Teacher 
whom our Dean emulated in so many ways. His former students perhaps more 
than all others will miss most keenly our loyal friend who years after we 
reluctantly and almost tearfully bade farewell to his classroom, continued to 
light our way, inspiring us to do our best. 

Dean Williams has passed on only in the flesh. He will continue to mold 
and influence our lives and our work in journalism. He made us the benefi, 
ciaries of an estate surpassing all monetary value. His beautiful character and 
personal charm, keen and ready wit and humor which never failed him under 
the most trying situations or even when he was suffering great physical anguish, 
the noble principles and ideals which he practiced and taught, his extraordinary 
human sympathy and understanding, tolerance and courage when human rights 
were challenged-these are a part of our great heritage, a constant source of 



IN MEMORIAM' 51 

inspiration for those who now practice or would engage in the profession of 
journalism. 

Our beloved Dean will ever live in our hearts. 

HE GAVE DIGNITY TO JOURNALISM 

By WARD NEFP. * PRESIDENT, CORN BELT FARM D AILIES. 

Greatness is accorded to Walter Williams as an editor and author. He 
took a natural place of leadership in activities and associations that were world
wide in scope. He was an organizer and a builder. His accomplishments in and 
for journalism through such abilities and such qualities are universally recog
nized and acclaimed. 

Walter Williams spent the majority of his years-the prime years of his 
life-as a teacher. In the educational field his contribution to journalism has 
been both immeasurable and undying in character. The School of Journalism 
of the University of Missouri under his direction has grown beyond all ex
pectations. It has twice in the short span of years since its founding reached 
the limit of enlarged physical capacities. 

This growth has been attained notwithstanding a constant effort to re
strict rather than expand attendance, because Walter Williams believed that 
the fitness of the individual should govern his continuance in journalism. The 
growth of this school-his school-however, is but evidence of the real con
tribution of Walter Williams as an exponent of education for journalism. His 
dominion was not limited to college walls and in fact knew as boundaries only 
the four corners of the earth which are the boundaries of the profession which 
he loved and served. 

Walter Williams possessed a personal magnetism which alike drew 
students and men of affairs to him. His dry wit, his sparkling humour, his 
homely philosophy gave background to his ideals and the practical idealism 
which, expressed through contact and writings, he was able to instill in others. 
He contributed dignity to journalism by teaching that it is a profession; he 
contributed respect to journalism by giving it a code of ethics set forth as the 
"Journalist's Creed": he contributed usefulness to journalism by visualizing 
it as a profession of service to humanity. 

Those who came in contact with Walter Williams gained lasting inspira
tion from him. His students, imbued with his practical idealism, are carrying 
on. They will continue to carryon and their sons and daughters will carryon. 

*Mr. Neff received a Medal of Honor in I930. He gave the present Journalism 
Building as a memorial to his father, Jay H . Neff, in I920. 
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1;hus his influence lives and will continue to live and expand through the years 
and through generations in ever widening circles. Such contribution to jour' 
nalism, and indeed to humanity itself, is immeasurable and will be undying. 

A DISTINGUISHED CHINESE STUDENT RECALLS 

By HOLLINGTON J. TONG OP THE CHINA TIMES, SHANGHAI. 

Dr. Walter Williams, in my opinion, has made a greater contribution to 
journalism than any contemporary journalist of whom I know. In the lecture 
room as well as in his daily conversations he emphasized journalism for public 
service. This motto rings in my ears as I recall his past service to the public. 
During my twenty,three years of active journalistic work, I have endeavored to 
live up to it. When a certain problem arose in the course of my routine, the 
first question I asked myself was what my teacher, Dr. Williams, would wish 
me to do, he being the principal exponent of the new creed for journalism. 

I had the advantage of his instruction for one year. Mter my return to 
China, I was in control of newspapers published in both English and Chinese, 
first at Peiping, and later at Tientsin and Shanghai. I invariably found that 
members of my staffs-Chinese or foreigners-who had gained their knowledge 
of the duties and responsibilities of journalism from Dr. Williams, were more 
valuable and more ethical than those who had not had the advantage of, meta' 
phorically, sitting at his feet . Among the correspondents in China, of the great 
news agencies and papers of the United States, the most distinguished and 
brilliant are those who received their training at Missouri. To mention a 
few, there are]. B. Powell of the Chicago Tribune, J. R. Morris of the United 
Press, M.]. Harris of the Associated Press and Victor Keen of the New York 
Herald, Tribune. 

Not only in the United States did Dr. Williams' service meet nation,wide 
recognition but its influence spread all over the world. Beginning in 1916 he 
visited and lectured in most of the countries of the new world and the old, 
and not only once but half a dozen times. During his world tours he always 
stressed journalism as a factor for the promotion of universal peace, and spared 
no efforts to use his eloquence and velsatility in the interest of better under, 
standing between peoples of the different races. 

The World Press Congress, which he organized, stands as a monument in 
memory of his service to the world. At its session in Honolulu, I found him at 
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his best. He pleaded earnestly for co-operation of journalists in all countries, 
the elimination of prejudices among them, and the growth of the spirit of 
comradeship. Dr. Williams possessed an international mind, being more than 
an American. He was in fact, a citizen of the world. 

WALTER WILLIAMS AND "LA PRENSA" 

By EZEQUIllL P. PAZ,* DIRECTOR OP LA PRENSA, BUENOS AIRES. 

During many years there has been a strong current of sympathy, under
standing and, we may also say, collaboration between Dr. Walter Williams, 
dean and founder of the &hool of Journalism of Columbia, Missouri, and the 
editors of" La Prensa" of Buenos Aires. 

The ideas and ideals maintained by Dean Williams in his teachings of 
the history and principles of journalism, compared evenly with the ideals main' 
tained by .. La Prensa" during its 66 years of existence. The noble con' 
ception so remarkably expounded by Dean Williams, in the eight paragraphs of 
"The Journalist's Creed", form the essence of the rules laid out by Doctor 
Jose C. Pa?; when" La Prensa" was founded in 1869. and which I as director 
since 1900 have complied with and enforced. That is why, on the 18th of Octo
ber, 192)" when speaking before the general staff of our paper, on the occasion 
of the anniversary of the foundation of "La Prensa", I had the opportunity 
to express my faith in the institution of a press which reflects and directs public 
opinion, and amongst other items I said the following words which I repeat 
today as an homage to the eminent professor of Missouri:-

"Inform with exactness and in all truth; do not omit anything which the 
public has a right to know; employ always an impersonal form, in a cultivated 
manner, without prejudice as to the severity and the strength of a critic 
thought; do not heed rumors, the 'it is said' and other ambiguous forms, and 
comfirm always all which is convincing, backed by proofs and documents; 
you must consider that it is better not to publish an item than to publish it 
erroneously or in an unjustified manner; mind that in your news and information 
there does not appear any personal intention, as this would be equivalent to a 
comment, and a reporter must not invade private matters in the general items 
of news ; remember before writing, the strength of diffusion of which you dis
pose and that the damages caused to any person through a false imputation 
can never be totally repaired by a declaration or rectification conceded in a 

*Senor Pal: received the Medal of Honor for La Prensa in 19l0. Senor Jose GoHan repre
j!ented him at Columbia. 
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chivalrous manner; keep the necessary dignity in all polemics and do not affirm 
anything that we should have to deny next day. In the last instance let me 
remind you that you must inscribe in golden letters, in a visible place, on your 
working desks, the words of Walter Williams, remarkable journalist of the 
United· States: 'No one must write as a journalist that which he cannot say 
as a gentleman.' Such are the current axioms which we all respect and with 
which we must comply in this house." 

Doctor Walter Williams, understanding the identity of the ideals of his 
teachings of Columbia with those of "La Prensa" and valuing the signifi, 
cance of this newspaper with the journalism of the world, sent me in 1927, an 
invitation so that a member of our staff should go to the School in Missouri 
and give conferences on Argentine journalism. I accepted this honorable 
invitation and in February, 1930, Mr. Jose Santos Gollan, junior member of the 
editorial staff, began a circle of conferences in Columbia as the first "exchange 
lecturer "who arrived from South America to that School of Journalism. That 
invitation, and the presence of a member of "La Prensa" in the school 
founded by Dr. Williams contributed to bind the spiritual vinculation between 
the Missouri institution and the one ' in Buenos Aires, both working on the 
same journalistic ideal of rapprochement between the United States and Ar, 
gentina .... 

In return for the visit of our representative, Doctor Williams came out to 
the Argentine in 193 I, and in the Session Hall of our paper, by special invita' 
tion of the Instituto Popular de Conferencias, Doctor Williams made a speech 
on "Journalism; a new weapon for democracy". That day Dean Williams-as 
he was affectionately called in Argentina, as in the United States-expressed 
sentiments that a journalist should never forget, and I would like to recall some 
of them as follows:-

"Modern journalism has been able to note the power of the new instru' 
ment which we call publicity. The same as electric light not only gives light, 
but also warmth that burns and destroys, modern journalism, considered as a 
weapon for democracy also throws its light upon the world, but it can also 
emit fire upon the wrongs, and, if properly managed, can destroy them. And 
the new journalism which I advocate is getting to be the profession of the 
interpreter: it interprets life as it is now, so that tomorrow it may be as it 
should; it interprets today's life so that tomorrow's may be more profitable .... " 

Upon an invitation made by the School of Journalism of Missouri to 
collaborate in the book which will describe some of the services rendered by 
Doctor Williams, not only to journalism in his own country but in the whole 
world, I want to refer in a sympathetic manner, to the ideas and the principal 
deeds which maintained a strong vinculation between the professor and journal, 
ist of the United States and the Argentine daily which is in my care. 
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The community of ideals strengthened a reciprocal affection. In the way 
in which Dean Williams remembered so many times in his teaching the work of 
"La Prensa", in the same manner, in our own house, and through the col, 
umns of our paper have we remembered the strength and justice of his 
principles and the efficiency of his exemplary teachings. 
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Part V 

Missouri Editors Mourn Him 
I t is impossible in a memorial brochure of limited space to print all of the editorial 

evaluations of Walter Williams. As far as we can learn practically every paper in 
Missouri commented editorially on "The Dean's" passing. Not necessarily the best
that we would not undertake to judge-but representative editorials and excerpts from 
editorials are here reproduced from the press of Dr. Williams' native state. 

EDITORS LOSE A FRIEND 

FROM THE PARKVILLE GAZETTE. 

Missouri lost one of her foremost citizens and a truly great man when 
Walter Williams entered peacefully into rest at his home in Columbia, after a 
long and painful illness. . . . 

Years ago he conceived the idea of establishing a School of Journalism in 
connection with the University of Missouri, and he lived to see that dream 
come true in the fullest sense. The School of Journalism which he founded, was 
the first of its kind to be established, and it today ranks as one of the outstand
ing departments of our great University, and is recognized as the foremost 
institution of its kind in the world. 

A Missouri boy of scant education dreamed a great dream, and through 
diligence, force of character, and great determination, he saw his school arise 
and advance steadily until it became a recognized power in its particular field of 
endeavor, and a guiding force in the lives of scores and hundreds of men and 
women who had been so fortunate as to sit under the teachings of this great 
instructor and leader. . . . 

Walter Williams was strong in his intimate friendships, and it was a 
rare privilege when one could be numbered among those who enjoyed his love 
and confidence. 

Truly "a great man in Israel has fallen," and the writer, in common with 
many other Missouri newspaper men, has lost a friend of long standing, and 
one whose friendship was prized beyond measure. 

MISSOURI'S MOST REMARKABLE CAREER 

H.]. BLANTON IN THE PARIS (Mo.) APPEAL. 

The death of Walter Williams at his home in Columbia Monday evening 
was the culmination of the most remarkable career in Missouri's history. 
Thrown upon his own resources in boyhood and unable to attend any but 
his local school he first learned the printer's trade, then became a country 
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editor, president of his district and state press organizations, president of the 
National Editorial Association, president of the World's Press Congress, 
founder and dean of the first school of journalism in the world, president of the 
University of Missouri-a world figure in education, journalism, religion and 
international activities. 

He enjoyed the personal acquaintance of more presidents, kings, emperors 
and prime ministers than any other man of his day. He was personally known to 
all the outstanding journalists in every nation under the sun. His ideas and 
ideals were studied and adopted in more publishing plants than were those of 
any other man since Gutenberg invented movable types. What made Walter 
Williams really great, however, was his interest in the mine'run of folk from 
which he came. This was evidenced by unhurried journeys into practically 
every township in Missouri. 

He always found time to visit the local printing plants, to strike up an 
acquaintance with the butcher, the baker and the candlestick maker. It was 
the same way in his journeys to other states and to nearly every foreign land. 
This accounted for his knowledge of the plain people and of what would most 
promote their physical, spiritual and cultural welfare. 

The passing of no other American citizen would have caused as much 
genuine regret in as many countries in the world or among as many classes of 
people as will the death of Walter Williams. It will be discussed as a personal 
matter by presidents, kings, emperors, cabinet ministers, publishers, preachers, 
educators and men in the ordinary walks of life, and all will agree that the world 
is a better place in which to live because of the example he set and the influences 
he set in motion. 

W ALTER WILLIAMS, KINDLY PHILOSOPHER 

FROM THE ST. Lours PosT·DISPATCH. 

Walter Williams is dead, at 71, after a fine, rich, full life. History will 
present him to posterity as the founder of the first school of journalism and will 
accord him his place in education as president of the University of Missouri, 
but in the affectionate esteem of his contemporaries, the man was pre'eminently 
a journalist, and, by the seal of his character, was greater than anything he 
did, greater than any office he held. 

In the quality and extent of his achievements, his career possessed the 
ennobling wonder of romance. The boy who was setting type at 1'5 was an 
editor before he was 21, and presently was carrying the responsibility of direct' 
ing several papers, finding time, too, to teach the largest Sunday school class 
in the state and, as a member of the Board of Curators, to act as counsel in the 
affairs of the university. Meanwhile, he had gone up and down the state, 
storing his mind with facts gathered at first'hand, enriching his mind, further. 
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with the wealth garnered in books, putting books of his own making on library 
shelves, and was acclaimed, in informal discussions, as the best'informed Mis
sourian. It was by reason of this well,won degree that he was chosen to ac' 
company Gov. Francis on that tour of the world in behalf of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition. They both literally "stood before kings" in their far 
journey as ambassadors of good will, and they brought the world, spiritually 
and materially, to St. Louis. 

The years of his forties, and since, have run in swift crescendo. The School 
of Journalism was a dream fulfilled, in which he came commandingly into his 
own. Professional honors were piled superlatively on him, and they were 
borne with endearing modesty. The young editor of what was called "the 
model country weekly" found himself a citizen of the world, with the im
measurable stature of world journalist. Gray veterans of the press have listened 
to his official addresses in many capitals, and young men who sat at his feet in 
Columbia have gone into all the lands of the earth to preach the gospel of 
journalism as taught by the savant who never went to college and never stopped 
going to school. 

It was late in the afternoon when the crowning distinction was conferred 
upon him-the presidency of the state university. The circumstances were 
critical, economically, culturally, emotionally. That the judgment of the cura' 
tors was cordially approved by the public opinion of the state · is an item of 
proud record, and how completely that judgment was vindicated is a happy 
chapter in the institution's annals. 

But there is a generation of Missourians that delights to remember 
Walter Williams, not as the founder of the School of Journalism, not as the 
traveler welcomed with ceremony as a nation's guest, not as the head of the 
state's highest educational institution, but as the young editor, yet profoundly 
wise philosopher, who looked out at life through "The East Window." Under 
that heading, Walter Williams wrote those charming essays for his country 
paper that meant so much "in old, entrancing, dear Missouri days." 

HE HAS JUST BEGUN TO LIVE 

FROM THE JOPLIN GLOBE. 

In the passing of Walter Williams, Missouri loses its most distinguished 
son and the world one of its foremost citizens. 

Head of the University of Missouri until only a few weeks ago, it will be 
natural for some to think of him today in that capacity. But in the editorial 
rooms of the nation and of the world his presidency of this state's foremost 
institution of learning was only an incidental honor. His claim to lasting fame 
and eternal distinction rests upon what he accomplished in and for and through 
journalism. 
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One can be sure Walter Williams felt this way about it himself. When he 
accepted the presidency of the university in 1930 he retained his position as 
dean of the School of Journalism. That title, better than anything else could, 
told the story of his life work and typified the major accomplishments of his 
mature years. Graduates went out all over the world, every one an 
ardent zealot in the journalistic creed and idealism taught by their beloved 
dean-a creed and idealism at once simple and practical, yet ineffably noble 
and sublime. 

It is in no wise unreasonable to believe that Walter Williams wielded a 
greater influence than any other human being of the present century. Not 
merely in his own state and nation, but in the whole world. The sun never 
sets on his intellectual and inspirational empire. He did more for world peace 
than Andrew Carnegie or Woodrow Wilson; more for honor and truth and 
fairness in one of the world"s most important professions, than any other 
leader it is possible to name. A perpetual delegate-at-large to the congress of 
human progress, his life and work touched and influenced more influential 
men and women than did the life and work of any other man of his generation. 

Inevitably, such a life had to be bedded in outstanding personal character. 
Dean Williams (he preferred this title) was a prince among men. Thoroughly 
lovable in the finest and most acceptable meaning of that word as applied to 
manly qualities, the respect and fervent regard he inspired in his pupils at times 
approached idolatry. But he never let them down; never betrayed the high 
trust that fate had imparted to him. Not only did he keep clearly in his own 
consciousness the vision of sterling accomplishment and noble deeds, but he 
possessed the magic art of maintaining that glorious vision in the hearts of those 
with whom he came in contact. 

How flagrantly incorrect to report that such a man is dead. He has just 
begun to live. The essence of all that Walter Williams hoped for, of all that 
he was, lives on with unimpaired virility and power. The lambent flame of his 
spirit burns today as bright as yesterday and will burn steadily brighter 
through the years. The impact of his life upon his own generation, important 
and lasting as it was, will be small compared with its impact on the genera
tions yet to come. He is gone-but the immortal soul of him goes marching on. 

A FRUITFUL LIFE 
FROM THE KANSAS CITY STAR. 

The origins and early experience of Walter Williams determined the major 
courses of a fruitful life. Walter Williams was a self-made man, coming from a 
poor and humble farm family that had faith in the ultimate reward for honest 
work. Denied the advantage of a college education, he finally became president 
of the University of Missouri, the head of all educational activities of his 
state . ... 
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The first official association of Walter Williams with the university was 
as a member of the board of curators. After ten years of service in that capacity, 
during which he conceived the idea of establishing a school of journalism, he 
resigned to become dean of this creation of his own mind. It was the first 
school of journalism established as an integral part of any institution of higher 
learning, and continues as an outstanding example of success in that field . 

The selection of Dr. Williams as president of the university five years ago 
met with general approval. He brought to the position not only a full knowl
edge of his duties, but a training which enabled him to gain loyal support 
both on the campus and throughout the state. Inadequate financial aid pre
sented a problem of maintaining high standards of scholastic training, but it 
was met with courage and efficiency. The successful campaign for su pport 
from the last legislature was conducted by Dr. Williams personally. His inti
mate knowledge of the institution and its needs was so fully appreciated by 
members of the legislature and state officers that they held frequent conferences 
with him at his home after he was no longer able to direct affairs from his office. 

Dean Williams was determined that resident students not only should 
have an opportunity to secure the best of training in classrooms and laboratories 
but that they should be able to take part in all of the outside activities which 
lead to a well rounded education with a minimum of expense. His relation with 
the student body continued into the alumni organizations, supplemented by an 
advisory council composed of distinguished men representing all professions. 

The friendships and personal contacts of Dean Williams were varied and 
enduring. His wide travels in recent years were designed primarily as a means 
for developing better citizens and better institutions at home. His record as a 
citiz;en, teacher, traveler, journalist, dean, author and university president has 
had a profound influence not only in Missouri but throughout the nation and 
a good part of the world. 

WISDOM AND PERSONALITY 

FROM THE KANSAS CITY JOURNAL-POST. 

It is easy to point out the facts of Walter Williams' career-that he 
established the first school of journalism, that he became a university president 
with only honorary scholastic degrees, that the education he acquired for him
self surpassed that of most college graduates, that he achieved an international 
reputation, that he was a world traveler, that he helped found and headed many 
of the organizations devoted to journalism and that he received so many honors 
that he could hardly keep count of them himself. 

These things are important, but to the thousands who knew him as a 
friend, a colleague and a teacher, they rank below the character and personality 
of "the dean." (Who, including himself, ever thought of him as "Dr." Walter 
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Williams until the dignity of the University of Missouri demanded that its 
president be referred to by that strange title?) 

Missouri has plenty of men who have achieved professional success. What 
brought his world to "the dean's" feet was his qualities as a man. Capable 
executives are numerous enough to be commonplace, but you would have to 
tramp through a multitude of universities, business offices and political bureaus 
before finding a person matching the charm and integrity of Walter Williams. 

His honors were all very well, but such things often produce mere 
"stuffed shirts." The friends of "the dean" are mourning a human being, not a 
famous newspaper man or educator or executive. 

"Dean" Williams was an example of the power of personality. His pro' 
fessional success was a by'product of his wisdom in human relationships. He 
had an excellent mind, but in building up the school of journalism, in establish, 
ing contacts all over the world and in saving the university from the attacks 
of bellicose legislators, the thing that counted most, as it does in all executives 
and diplomats, was his shrewd insight into the minds of others combined with a 
sincere affection for his fellows. Through these qualities, he inspired a loyalty 
in students and subordinates and a friendliness in others that made him unbeat' 
able. 

People are eager to work with and share the point of view of a man like 
that. Why shouldn't they? Walter Williams was always eager to understand 
and cooperate with them. His charm was "the real thing." 

NATURE'S EXCEPTIONAL FAVOR 

FROM THE ST. LoUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT. 

Nature, in an impulse of extraordinary generosity, sometimes endows a 
man with all the virtues in her cornucopia of good, and gives him none from her 
store of the bad. Walter Williams was an example of this exceptional favor. 
He had all the qualities of goodness that make a man trustworthy, dependable, 
lovable. He was honesty personified. The torch of truth was ever before him, 
and the light of it was always reflected in his eyes. To do what was right was 
his constant desire, and few men achieved right more consistently. He a' 
bounded in human sympathy and human understanding, and this was a radiant 
attribute of his personality. 

Anyone approaching him for the first time felt it and realized that here was 
a man whose sincerity could be counted on, who had a heart as well as a mind 
and that each was always on duty. He inspired instant confidence. He was 
simple in his manners, in his tastes, in his thoughts, and in his words. He never 
paraded his wide vocabulary or strutted in his high position. He was the 
same quiet and unassuming gentleman as the president of a great university 
that he was as a country editor. He liked people, the fellowship of friendly 
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human associations, the small talk and the homely interests of everyday life, 
as well as the play of opinion and the flash of wit in conversation with his 
intellectual peers. 

He had a keen and unfailing sense of humor. which did not desert him 
even in times of administrative trial or physical anguish. His innate justice 
was never influenced by prejudice, and was tempered by tactfulness and fair 
play in the solution of human problems that often confronted him. Underlying 
and supporting all these qualities was a deep religious conviction, which was 
never displayed or never concealed, but which supplied the guiding principles 
of his life. 

Of the qualities and accomplishments of his mind specifically we need not 
speak here. They are spread conspicuously upon the public records of his 
achievement. With but little education, as education is measured by schools, 
he became a great educator. From the field of small,town journalism in the 
interior of Missouri, he became one of the most notable figures of his time in 
the world of journalism, known and honored by the leaders of his profession 
in every land on the globe. He not only promoted the cause and advanced the 
principles of journalism everywhere, but he contributed importantly to inter' 
national understanding and good will. 

All this, we repeat, is graven large on his history. We are concerned 
today with the man himself, the inner man, the personality of strong and fine 
and enduring attributes. Vie are saying farewell--or is it au revoir?-to 
a beloved and honored friend. Walter Williams is gone, but he can never be 
forgotten. 

DR. WALTER WILLIAMS 
FROM THE ST. LOUIS STAR·TIMES. 

No president of Missouri State University in all its long history brought 
such wide and favorable notice to this institution as Walter Williams, who has 
just died at the age of 7I. He was the first to see the need of systematic training 
for newspaper writers and executives, and the first to put into being a journal
ism school. Never having worked on a metropolitan newspaper and without 
a college education himself, he saw the weaknesses and knew the handicaps 
under which a large proportion of newswriters labor, particularly ·in the rural 
and small'city fields. His early contacts and his own activities had been in the 
smaller towns. 

The University of Missouri School of Journalism was founded under 
his direction and built up largely through his efforts. Por twenty'two years 
he was at the head of it, until called to the presidency of the university itself. 
There are now wealthier schools of journalism elsewhere. None has its gradu' 
ates scattered so widely over the world. No teacher of journalism was so widely 
known. Mr. Williams, born at Boonville, was a Missourian from a section of 
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the state that has furnished many men of strong character and high ideals for 
public service. He was, finally, an international figure of whom the state was 
proud. 

WHEN ODDS ARE AGAINST ONE 

FROM THE KANSAS CITY DROVERS' TELEGRAM. 

The accomplishment of Walter Williams in rising from obscurity and 
poverty to one of the outstanding educators of the United States accentuates 
what a resourceful energetic person can do when odds are against him. 

Walter Williams was a farm boy, whose parents were too poor to give 
him an education beyond the common school branches. Through his own en' 
deavor he acquired what he was denied of higher education. Through the 
possibilities encountered in active rural journalism he educated himself, and 
then sought to impart to others what he had learned through the establishment 
at Columbia, Mo., of the first school of journalism in the United States. This, 
however, was but a stepping stone to the presidency of the University of 
Missouri. There is an element in all this akin to the boy Abraham Lincoln, 
lying on the floor getting an education by the flare of the candle and kerosene 
lamp. 

Today, as the body of Walter Williams reposes in a new'made grave at 
Columbia, Mo., thousands of youths and young men and women of America 
who worshipped him as a pattern worth modelling after, as well as the educa' 
tors and educated of this and other countries, remember him as a man created 
in the image of God, who preserved the likeness through seventy odd years. 

"I MOURN MY FRIEND" 

By FORMER LIEUTENANT·GOVERNOR W . R. PAINTER IN CARROLLTON DEMOCRAT. 

Walter Williams is dead-not the President of Missouri University, not 
the Dean of the School of Journalism-these things will be on bronze and 
fastened somewhere on walls to be read by future generations, and they will 
wonder why these tablets were made. Not the editor, who spent so much time 
looking out the east window into God's great universe, not the printer who 
learned from the case that everything had a place and must be in it to have a 
perfect proof; not the traveler, who only learned where the sights are supposed 
to be and where God made pictures more beautiful than any man can even 
imagine, not the Good Will Ambassador that carried the kindly feeling of his 
country to another, not the man ofletters, who thought to convey to the world 
his thoughts and the things he saw and heard-none of these but Walter 
Williams, the friend. When we two sat down and bared our hearts 
to each other, the man who made life worth while in these short moments 
when we were together-the Friend Walter Williams is the man I mourn. 
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HE DREAMED GREAT DREAMS 

FROM THE JEPPERSON CITY CAPITAL-NEWS. 

The death of Dr. Walter Williams will bring regret to every prominent 
newspaper man in the world, because he had a world-wide acquaintance with 
notable newspaper makers. It will cause genuine sorrow in all newspaper 
offices in America where he was not only known but also loved. It will moisten 
the eyes of all Missourians where he was held in such high esteem and affection. 
Dr. Williams' life is an unusual contribution to the history of journalism and 
to the history of Missouri as well. The story of his rise from a country news
paper office to the founder of the school of journalism and to the presidency of 
the Missouri State University proves that fact is often more surprising than 
fiction, and realization more alluring than romance. He dreamed great dreams 
and then went out and made his dreams come true; he had aspirations to serve 
and delivered the service that produced the fruition of his ambition; he thought 
in world terms and widened the horizon of his influence until it circled the 
globe. Much might be written of the life of Dr. Walter Williams-to our 
mind he was always arriving: he made the grade, he hit the mark, he achieved 
success. Of Dr. Williams it can truthfully be said that he was America's 
ambassador of good-will to the world. 

"SINCE MARK TWAIN" 

FROM THE DEXTER STATESMAN . 

In the death of Dean Walter Williams, founder of the Missouri &hool of 
Journalism and a recognized leader in international journalism and education, 
as well, Missouri lost perhaps its most outstanding character since Samuel 
Clemens (Mark Twain). 

First a Journalist, with an idealism of the profession far above our common 
practice of today, he lived, believed and taught Journalism as a public trust. 

His broad vip.ion and exceptional tolerance led him naturally into the field 
of internationalism, and he conceived, not without justification, an honest, 
truthful, and tolerant world journalism breaking down the barriers of race, 
greed and creed, and uniting the world under the one ideal of the betterment 
of all mankind. 

That the fruits of his teaching are apparent in the writings of many of his 
former students in the School of Journalism, even in a day of the most biased 
and seemingly subsidized national press, lends hope to the future that the great 
things he lived and inculcated into the minds of a few may yet become dominant 
in world journalism. . . . 

In the world of journalism and internationalism, his will go down in history 
as among the greatest names of his era. 



"GREATEST OF HIS AGE" 

Here is reproduced an editorial article which was published in the Tai 
Mei Wan Pao, the Chinese Edition of the Shanghai Evening Post and Mer
cury. Dean Williams was a familiar figure and loved personality in the 
Orient. A translation of excerpts from this "obituary feature" appears on 

page 77. 
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HE WAS "THE DEAN" 

By H. R. LONG IN THE CRANE CHRONICLE. 

Last week the world paid homage to Dean Walter Williams, whose 
death occurred only a short time after he had completed his last big assignment 
-the presidency of the University of Missouri. He was Dr. Williams to the 
world at large-President Williams to those who knew him in his greatest 
position of official responsibility, but to his former students and the faculty 
members in the school of journalism he was simply the "Dean." I would 
not presume to place myself ahead of a single one of the hundreds of others 
who have been his students, yet since the day I sat in his office and told him 
I wanted to enroll in his school, I have considered him a personal friend. Other 
students had the same feeling, and all of us were right. For Dean Williams was 
that way. His force of character led him into the company of the great men of 
many nations, he dealt consistently with important matters, yet at any time 

. he was as gracious in lending his ears to the individual problems of his students 
as he could possibly have been in providing for the comfort of a visiting am
bassador from a foreign power. One year he permitted me to check the roll and 
grade the papers of his lecture class. I have cherished that honor and I doubt 
if any other ever will impress me so much. If the school of journalism had 
failed to turn out a single student equipped with the technique of newspaper 
work; if it had never taught copyreading and reporting, the esprit de corps, 
the professional consciousness inspired by Dean Williams in his young men 
and women are justification enough for all the tribute that has been and will 
be paid to the dean and the institution he founded. 

A HIGH-TYPE AMERICAN 

FROM THE WARRENTON BANNER. 

Walter Williams, for the past five years the honored president of the 
State University, was laid to rest on Wednesday. What a fine example he was 
of the high-type American citizen! A small-to~ youth, the editor of a small
town paper, without educational advantages. he became an outstanding civic 
and educational influence not only in our own state but in the nation. Intelli
gence, energy, and character gave him standing the world over. The state and 
the nation formed a background for his splendid achievements. 

"TILL WE MEET AGAIN" 

FRO,M THE MISSOURI WRITERS' GUILD NEWS. 

Dean Walter Williams was more than a great newspaper man. He was a 
living force for peace and brotherhood among men and nations of the earth. 
His friends may be found wherever there are journalists regardless of race or 
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creed. They may be found among statesmen and leaders of thought in every 
state and country. They may be found among people everywhere who by 
any chance had come to know this man of peace, sincere, true and strong. 

His was no narrow provincialism, no limited point of view. In his noble 
mind there was pictured the world as it should be, with the love of one's fel, 
low men the guiding principle of life. He was one of the world's uncrowned 
noblemen. 

The loss of Walter Williams to the world, and particularly to the journ, 
alistic world, is deep and profound. "Dean Williams" will live through the 
ages. The work of this teacher of men will continue to bear fruit so long as 
journalism is a potent factor in the world. 

And so, Walter Williams, we who have been banded together by your 
kindly interest; who have served with and under you; have imbibed your 
matchless journalistic creed, come today to pay our humble tribute. To 
us you will always be teacher, counselor, friend. We say not "farewell", 
but rather "Till We Meet Again". 

TITLES COULD ADD NOTHING 

By EMILE R. P AILLOU IN THE BOONVILLE NEWS. 

How may we estimate such a man as was Walter Williams? Not by his 
degrees, the position he filled, his executive ability, nor by his titles. In fact 
those who knew him best never called him Dr. Williams or President Williams, 
except officially. As one of his newspaper colleagues recently said, "Walter 
Williams is the one man who needs no titles to add distinction." We must 
evaluate him by the imponderables, those tremendously important things 
which we can neither see nor touch, yet which reach the very soul of humanity 
and justify the creation of our kind. 

It was his influence over the hearts of people, his planting and fertilizing 
the seeds of justice and kindliness so that they would flourish and increase in 
the hearts and minds of even the most refractory; it was this ability which 
lifted him above the high level of good teachers and made of him a great one
he gave part of himself to each student, and created the propagation impulse. 
He not only knew the truth, but knew how to tell it with contagious eagerness 
so that there now exist thousands of individuals scattered over the earth, each 
carrying in heart and mind the potential germ of a Walter Williams .... 

Walter Williams was late Victorian, but so prescient that his outlook 
embraced not only our modern life, but that which is yet to come. He wished 
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humanity to be equipped with those fundamentals which are for all time. 
Tolerant of what we call "frills" in life, he recognized their true value as spices, 
never mistaking them for the strong meats of living. Tolerance was one of his 
outstanding characteristics, and he was gifted with wise flexibility of bfty 
minds; witness his handling of the situation at the time he was drafted as presi, 
dent of the University of Missouri when the affairs of this great institution 
were in apparently hopeless turmoil. 

Emerson has said that great men do great things easily. With no blare of 
trumpets, but with a plentiful use of that uncommon thing we miscall common 
sense, Walter Williams brought sanity and harmony where hysteria and dis' 
cord had prevailed. . . . 

We can better carry on with what this great citizen,teacher has given us 
for he has left the rich legacy of himself in so far as that be possible. Faith, 
hope, kindliness, tolerance, tenderness without weakness, these are the at' 
tributes which, combined with rare judgment and a saving sense of humor, 
constituted Walter Williams, the Beloved. 

THE "GREATEST MISSOURIAN" PASSES 

FROM THE DIAMOND NEWS. 

In the death of Walter Williams, former country printer and small town 
editor who became an internationally known journalist and was considered the 
greatest Missourian of his generation, the state, nation and world lost one of 
the most useful men they have ever known. . . . 

Wherever men read, wherever words are printed, wherever ambition 
surges in the veins of human beings, the passing of this great man will be felt 
keenly. 

The editor of this paper is proud of his acquaintance with Dr. Williams, 
and will ever value a letter received from him less than six weeks before his 
death. 

REJECTS POLITICAL HONOR 

FROM THE ST. CHARLES BANNER. 

A great personality bade adieu to admiring friends in the passing of 
Walter Williams, late president of the Missouri University. His natural en' 
dowments were seasoned with high ideals and practical technique in dealing 
with men. He was witty, sincere and eloquent of tongue. 
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His wisdom cannot be doubted. Learning captures academic degrees but 
occasionally true wisdom does the same .... He could have been governor of the 
state. The nomination was offered to him on a silver platter by the editors of 
Missouri at the conclusion of Governor Hyde's term of office. A man of less 
wisdom and more flaring ambition might have accepted the offer. 

His definitely'pianned objectives kept him out of the field of politics. 
Journalism thereby won a scholarly champion which means much to its future 
development. 

GOOD WILL FOR THE NATION 

FROM THE RICHMOND CONSERVATOR. 

Missouri lost her most distinguished and best loved citizen when Walter 
Williams, country newspaper publisher, world traveler, ambassador of good 
will, founder of the Missouri School of Journalism and president of the state 
university, died at his horne in Columbia after an illness of long duration. He 
made a brave fight for life, but lost-and it really was the only fight he ever 
lost throughout his brilliant career. 

The story of the life of this man reads more like fiction than real facts. 
What he accomplished shows the possibilities in store for every American boy 
who is ambitious and who is determined to succeed. He started upon his road 
to fame with only a good family name, a bright mind and plenty of energy and 
an abundance of ambition. These things, coupled with the determination to 
play the game square, were his only possessions, yet, when we survey the record 
he left behind, we see he needed no other backing. . .. 

Throughout the more than forty years we had known of him we never 
even heard of his uttering a mean or harsh thought. That was not his style 
of doing. He conquered by eloquent appeals of sympathy and of carrying out 
the commandment, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. . .. 

Discouragements came as they always do to pioneers. They only made 
him more determined. He fought his way to the top and today the School of 
Journalism of the state university has no superior throughout the world. 
Newspaper work was his profession, his life. Other honors carne to him later 
in life, honors the public considered greater than being dean of the School of 
Journalism. But to Walter Williams they were secondary. Here was his first 
love and he longed to put aside the new duties regarded so highly by his friends, 
and return to his quondam profession. He relinquished heavy duties and was 
regarding with anticipation the joy of again being actively connected with his 
beloved School of Journalism. Death, which is often so cruel, cut short his 
plans .... 

A number of world trips were made by Dr. Williams. He was welcome 
in any of the nations of the world. He went on missions cf peace and good will. 
Nations sent remembrances of his visit. It was often said that as an ambassador 
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of good will he was of more value to his country than was any highly com
missioned official with the power to represent the President and Congress. 
Through all this adulation he remained the same friendly individual, never 
getting so far from his country town of Columbia but what he was readv and 
anxious to return when the time came, and be with his friends. True gr~tness 
is best exemplified in simplicity and the ability to remain true to neighbors and 
friends. From this standard Dr. Williams' true greatness shines as brilliantly 
and constant as the North Star. ... 

TRUTH A PASSION WITH HIM 

FROM THE SEDALIA DEMOCRAT. 

Educator, traveler, editor, lecturer and in early life a printer, Dr. Walter 
Williams, whose death occurred at Columbia, was one of Missouri's most 
noted and loved residents. . .. 

In his passing alumni of the university and present students lose a friend 
whose loyalty and devotion were equal to every test. 

In hirs journalistic career truth was a passion with him. He practiced it 
unfalteringly and could not lightly excuse departure from it in others. To 
him journalism was an institution of lofty purposes and in many years of service 
as dean of the journalism school his wide experience and knowledge acquired 
through practical application and travel were passed on to those seeking to 
acquire education in that profession. 

The warmth and unselfishness of Dr. Williams were unlimited and it is 
not too much to say that he lived for his friends and those who under him 
endeavored to better their enlightenment. 

A TYPE THAT IS PASSING 

FROM THE ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS. 

Now that his work is done, we look back on the kindly, simple, sincere, 
upright man who was Dr. Walter Williams, former president of the University 
of Missouri. He was the sort of man to whom others turn for counsel, and he 
never failed them. As head of a school of higher learning, he was held in 
reverence by the student body because he understood their problems and sym
pathized with them in their early struggles. For much the same reason the 
faculty respected him-and for the added reason that he granted the professors 
a wide range of academic freedom. As the former head of Missouri's famous 
school of journalism, he came from too big a world to tolerate interference with 
education .... 

Walter Williams was an outstanding example of a type which, some say, is 
disappearing. He was a sturdy individualist. He was an exemplar of the simple 
and rugged virtues. ... 
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He was concerned with high standards in newspaper making. The news

paper, he held, was bound by every obligation of honesty and good taste. 

It was in this field, even more than as an educator, that his services to society 

are and will he recognized. 

MOST WIDELY KNOWN MISSOURIAN 

FROM THE KENNETT DEMOCRAT • . 

In the death of Walter Williams ... the State of Missouri has lost its most 

widely known citizen and the United States has lost a citizen who, in the 

opinion of many, has done more to promote World Peace and establish friendly 

relations for the United States than any other individual. . . . 

This exceptional man had never attended college, yet he was one of the 

most liberally educated men this nation has ever known. His education came 

not only in his reading, but in his contacts which were world-wide. 

AS LONG AS THE RIVER FLOWS 

FROM THE ROLLA fuRALD. 

Walter Williams has passed from among us but still will the influence of 

his life and example be felt; still will the high ideals he has set continue to be the 

guiding star to the men of his profession and lead his brethren of the press to 

higher and better service. 
Botanists tell us of a rare and beautiful flower that blooms but once a 

century. When it blooms it excites admiration in every sphere of beauty; its 

perfume delights the hearts of all who come within its presence. So in the gar

den of journalism in Missouri its choicest flower has bloomed; its ennobling 

influence has permeated into every newspaper office in the world. It will con

tinue to influence men, "forever and forever, as long as the river flows, as long 

as the heart has passions, as long as life has woes." 

His life was like a morning star, his death like a beautiful sunset that 

follows after the storm. We mourn his death, we rejoice with him in the pres

ence of his Maker. 

HERE WAS A MAN 

By CHARLES F. ScOTT, lOLA (KANSAS) REGISTER, QUOTED IN CALIFORNIA, (Mo .. ) HERALD. 

Here IIWalter Williams] was a man who looked out for himself. Society 

didn't even give him an education. Government never gave him a job or fed 

him for a single day. Government never planned for him. All government 

ever did for him was to protect him in his inalienable right to life, liberty and 

the pursuit of happiness. That was all he ever asked or expected the government 

to do for him. He did the rest for himself. 

It is men like Walter Williams who have made this country what it is, 

and who justify its existence. 
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MISSOURI'S GREATEST CITIZEN 

FROM THE HILLSBORO DEMOCRAT. 

Walter Williams, printer, editor, educator, and university president is 
dead. 

No other man in Missouri was more widely known. No other Missourian 
ever held the admiration and respect of so many people. 

A university president who had never attended college, he held the love 
and esteem of all who knew him-students, educators, and statesmen. 

Walter Williams loved people and they loved him. 
He is dead, but the principles and ideals he taught will endure forever. 

"0 GRAVE, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?" 

FROM THE NEOSHO MECHANIC. 

A student of Missouri University in speaking of the late Walter Williams. 
says: "Walter Williams dead? How mistaken is that statement. He never 
will be dead as long as a student who knew him lives, or as long as his jour
nalistic creed hangs on the wall of a newspaper office." 

A TORCHBEARER 

FROM THE FAYETTE DEMOCRAT·LEADER. 

It is given to most humans to serve by following; only a few may serve 
by leading. Out of the great mass of Americans there are some chosen in 
each generation to stand before the rest, to make decisions and to direct actions. 
These are the torchbearers holding ever aloft the lights of knowledge, honesty, 
beauty and faithful service. To them is deeded the honor of helping to mould 
man's destiny. 

Seventy-one years ago there was kindled a flame of intense light at the 
birth of Walter Williams. Today the world is darker as though a shadow had 
suddenly been cast over it by some omnipotent power. Missouri's No. I 

journalist is no more. After spending an ever eventful life which took him 
from his youthful position as printers' devil in a Boonville composing room to 
the deanship of the first school of journalism in the world, this worthy sep' 
tuagenarian, Dr. Walter Williams, has extinguished his torch and goes to take a 
well-deserved rest. 

Though the torch is gone the reflection lingers in the hearts and minds 
of all who knew Dean Williams and his work. The Missouri &hool of Journal
ism remains as a monument to his foresight and enterprise. His life is an exam
ple for those who need a model to guide them on their way to useful living. 
His name and works will ever be a tradition to his intimates, his school, his 
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state, his country and to the world. The spirit of Walter Williams has been 
imprinted in eternal letters upon the structure of human progress. . .. 

"A GREAT MAN IS GONE" 

FROM THE BETHANY REPUBLICAN. 

We like to think of Dean Williams' influence the world over for peace 
and understanding among nations. It was there that his journalistic greatness 
was best shown. Colonel Lindbergh has been called our ambassador of good 
will; but so was Dean Williams. He was called friend in the four reaches of 
the globe. He helped to make us understand China better, and to make China 
better to understand us. He brought newspaper men from other nations to 
Columbia to confer upon them awards made for distinctive work in journalism 
-which was interpreted by what they had done in public service. At Colum
bia these men of "ideals practically carried out" met; and a greater degree 
of world concord could not help but have resulted from the meetings of these 
guides of public opinion. The same thing is true of the journeyings of Dean 
Williams; because wherever he went with his gentlemanly and understanding 
nature, friendships were created. He taught journalistic ideals to men and 
women who have gone not only over our nation, but to nations of their adop
tion, or to their native lands, there to apply them. 

A great man is gone. 

HE TRAVELED THE HIGH WAY 

FIlOM THE COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN. 

To every man there openeth 
A Way, and Ways and a Way, 
And the High Soul climbs the High way, 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low; 
And in between, on the misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 

-Poem by John Oxenham quoted 
on many occasions by Walter Williams. 

Walter Williams traveled the high way of life. Thrusting aloft the torch 
of journalism, he guided multitudes past luring sideroads and through dark 
pathways. He rescued many from the low road and from the misty flats. 

Now he has passed the turn in the road beyond which his faithful fol
lowers are not yet permitted to see. But they know he still leads the way. 

As printer, reporter, editor, author, educator, gentleman, Walter Williams 
sought truth and found it. He fought for it; he lived it. 
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Like Benjamin Franklin, he proudly retained the title of printer. "The 
art preservative of all arts" he saluted as the very basis of the profession to 
which he devoted his life-journalism. 

His talent for inspiring others Walter Williams used tirelessly, unceasingly. 
Through his ability to bring out the best in everyone he met he contributed 
his greatest service to humanity. Two thousand men and women who studied 
under him in his school and countless others in the newspaper field have seen 
Walter Williams' shining beacon and have joined with him in repeating his 
meaningful creed, "I believe in the profession of journalism." 

HE SET A HIGH PACE 

FROM THE MEXICO INTELLIGENCER. 

Walter Williams, former president of the University of Missouri, and 
dean emeritus of the school of journalism, is dead; but undoubtedly his work 
and his purposes live on as do those of few men. His unswerving loyalty 
to the cause of journalism was a striking feature of a well rounded life. 

Dean Williams saw in journalism an ever larger field of influence. He 
devoted his life to the training of men and women who would take upon them
selves the duties of his high calling, and at the same time he improved and 
cultivated the profession in an ever increasing growth and strength. 

He set a high pace; he broadened the purposes of his profession; and he 
made those purposes which were highest those of which journalists should be 
ever increasingly conscious. The "Fourth Estate" became real to the people; 
but it also became significant to those within its ranks. . .. 

We shall miss this prominent Missourian, this world figure, and will find 
few if any who have attained to the same tactful touch in world affairs and 
human interest. He has gone from the world of journalism at a time when he 
is sorely needed. Journalism is about to enter upon a new testing, upon a 
retrial. Besought by private and political interest, wedged between publicity, 
propaganda, and greed, the real journalism which can be of service to human
ity will have a hard fight ahead. . .. 

CLOSE ASSOCIATES SPEAK 

FROM THE CoLUMBIA MISSOURIAN. 

"The University community is stricken with grief at the passing of 
Walter Williams. He has become one of the great landmarks of this institution. 
He will always remain one of its great traditions. His outstanding service to 
our University and to our state is known to everyone. In his passing we have 
lost a man of rare achievement. I have lost a personal friend. "-Dr. Frederick 
A. Middlebush, president of the University. 
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"The greatest Missourian of his generation and certainly the best known 
of his time, his most noted achievement was the establishment of the School 
of Journalism and making it the outstanding school of that kind in the world. 
He became president of the University of Missouri at a time when he was 
needed most, when there was great need for practical common sense in ad, 
ministering the affairs of the institution. "-Gov. GUY B. PARK. 

"By the death of Walter Williams,the state, nation, and all sections of the 
world where journalism is practiced, have lost a great newspaper man who has 
devoted his entire life to his one highest ideal, service to humanity. While 
journalism will no longer be benefited by his active, courageous leadership, 
the fortunate circumstance is that through general acceptance those high prin' 
ciples for which he stood and fought all these years will be carried on and on. 
Those of us now connected with the Missouri School of Journalism will devote 
our future, and consecrate our efforts toward a furtherance of these principles, 
which this international figure in the field of journalism, himself the most 
efficient of teachers, fathered. For more than twenty'six years there has ex' 
isted between Dr. Williams and myself a close professional and personal re' 
lationship. He was a friend beyond all else. No words of mine can express the 
personal loss I feeI."-Dean Frank 1. Martin of the School of Journalism. 

"Alumni of the University of Missouri, living in practically every country 
in the world, the majority of whom knew Dean Walter Williams personally, 
mourn his passing. His practical advice and counsel were responsible for the 
success of many, many alumni. "-R. 1. HiII, University director of alumni 
activities. 

"The death of Walter WiIIiams is a loss to the University and the State 
of Missouri. I am grieved to hear of Dr. Williams' death. I feel a deep personal 
sorrow and it is a loss to the University, the community and the state. I had 
known him since I900 and I extend my deepest sympathy to his family."
Tom K. Smith, former assistant secretary of the United States Treasury, 
and a Missouri graduate, president of the Boatmen's Bank, St. Louis. 
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Part VI 

They Paid Homage in China 
AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNALIST 

FROM THE SHUN P AO, SHANGHAI. 

Dr. Walter Williams, dean of the Univer.sity of Missouri &hool of Jour
nalism, died in Columbia, Mo., July 29, following several months of illness. 
Dr. Williams, who devoted his life to newspaper work, will be remembered 
for his scholarship and his character both abroad and in this country, where 
many of his former pupils have been benefited by his teaching. 

During his three visits here, Dr. Williams manifested his interest in 
Chinese journalism by pointing the way to improvement for several newspapers 
in Shanghai and Tientsin and by working toward the founding of the depart' 
ment of journalism of Yenching University. Thus, the news of his death will 
be received with sorrow here. . .. 

He invested all his thought and energy in newspaper work. He had often 
maintained that those in the profession should refrain from using.it as a road to 
wealth and official distinction. He exemplified it himself by refusing to become 
a Democratic nominee for governor in Missouri. Later he again practiced what 
he taught by pleading old age when he was mentioned to fill the office of 
United States Minister to China. . 

Dr. Williams, by virtue of his character and knowledge, has been recog' 
ni2;ed as the teacher not only in America but throughout the world. In his 
death, the brotherhood of journalism suffered an immeasurable loss. While we 
mourn his death, we choose to cite some of the main points of his "Journalist's 
Creed" as a means of inspiring those who follow journalism as their profession. 

HIS MESSAGE TO THE ORIENT 

FROM THE SIN WAN PAO, SHANGHAI. 

Dr. Walter Williams, dean of the University of Missouri School of Jour' 
nalism, died on July 2C). Three times Dr. Williams visited China, and each 
time he stayed in Shanghai long enough to meet and talk to newspaper men of 
this land. The indelible impression which he created among his colleagues 
here through his kindness, far'sightedness, views and friendly attitude is 
still as fresh as ever. Over his death the Chinese newspaper men wish to join 
their fellow craftsmen the world over in mourning. 

When he first visited China, Dr. Williams presented the members of the 
Chinese Fourth Estate with his "Journalist's Creed" to the great benefit and 

*Quotations omitted since Creed is reproduced on page 6. 
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enlightenment of the whole profession. In this creed, there are especially two 
points which will always be remembered: 

First, Dr. Williams believes that the newspaper is a public trust. It has 
been centuries since the coming into existence of the press. But conceptions 
vary regarding its proper functions and duties. Usually, the press is taken as a 
tool of propaganda for certain factions or sections, and no one has ever come to 
think of the press as a public trust. 

This difference in opinion as to the proper character of the press is especial
ly noticeable in international relations. Even when it is claimed that the press 
owes its primary allegiance to the collective welfare of the world, there still 
remain hidden motives and latent struggles, either for the purpose of bally
hooing for the special interests of one national group, or for the purpose of 
showing another nation's affairs in an unfavorable light. 

Nations and especially those with an ax to grind, often will not hesitate 
to lay all blames on others, and at the same time help themselves to all the bene
fits and advantages that might come their way. War-minded nations naturally 
laud the spirit of war and destruction, while those favoring absolutism and 
dictatorship in government just as naturally uphold their own views as the 
only correct ones. In a medley of such conflicting views, not one out of a 
hundred people can be found entertaining similar ideas about the proper 
character of the press as held by Dr. Williams. 

Secondly, Dr. Williams believes that the public press has its only basis 
in fairness and accuracy. Faithful reporting of events with conscience as the 
writer's only guide receives the special attention of the eminent journalist
educator. We fully share such views. But in view of the existing prejudices 
and perverted practices, especially in international relations, one sees immedi
ately the irreconcilability between the ideal of accuracy and the intention to 
conceal things, as well as that between truth and willful misrepresentation of 
facts. 

For instance, we can examine most international disputes. Often the 
facts are well known. But except those who are direct victims of such conflicts, 
all others will be anything but frank and fair. This is especially understandable 
in the case of those whose interest lies in distorting or concealing facts. 

Dr. Williams' creed, we not only recognize as the guiding principle of the 
press, but also as a definite peg on which to hang one's hope for future world 
welfare. It is a distinct loss to the world that Dr. Williams should have died 
at a time when the world is beset with pitfalls and dangers, and when it needs 
the guidance of all great leaders. Therefore, in expressing our deep-most sorrow 
and mournfulness, the Chinese newspapers are not merely expressing their 
feelings as fellow craftsmen. 
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"GREATEST OF THE AGE" 

FROM THE TAl MEl WAN PAO (SHANGHAI EVENING POST AND MERCURY, CHINESE EDlTION) 

The death of Dr. Walter Williams will be mourned with respect by alI 
those engaged in newspaper work. 

In twentieth century journalism, Dr. Williams has made substantial 
contributions, especially in the field of education. Although his viewpoints 
and methods are subject to dispute among the various authorities, we cannot 
deny that Dr. Williams, by virtue of his concrete accomplishments, stands out 
as the greatest journalist-educator of the modern age. 

The principles and ethics of journalism taught and practised by Dr. 
Williams have been used with benefit by many newspaper men throughout 
the world. More than that, the University of Missouri School of Journalism, 
which he founded, has exerted its influence directly or indirectly in the ad
vancement of the profession. 
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Part VII 

From Groups fIe Served 

PRESIDENT WALTER WILLIAMS 

By THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE UNIVERSITI1!S. 

Walter Williams, President of the University of Missouri, died on July 
29, 1935, at the age of 71 years. He became president of the institution on 
January I, 1931, after a six months' period of service as Acting President. 
Without being a college graduate himself, he had a notable career as a news' 
paper editor, member of the Board of Curators of the University of Missouri, 
and dean of the world's first School of Journalism. He resigned from the Board 
of Curators of the University of Missouri to accept the deanship of the School 
of Journalism which was founded largely through his efforts. With only the 
rudiments of formal school training, President Williams acquired a wide range 
of information and made himself known throughout his native state, and 
throughout the world as an outstanding public speaker and as an interesting 
personality. He founded the world's first press congress and did notable work 
to bring about international cooperation and good will. One of the peculiar 
objects of his interest and affection was the School of Journalism at Yenching 
University in China which was founded largely as a result of his efforts and 
which was staffed by graduates of his school. 

The National Association of State Universities recognizes that in his death 
the cause of professional education in the field of journalism and of higher 
-education in general, lost a devoted friend. It recognizes also that in his death 
the cause of journalism the world over lost a man who had peculiar genius for 
raising the ideals and standards of newspaper practice. 

In full recognition of his fine services, the National Association of State 
Universities does hereby record its deep appreciation of his life and directs 
that a copy of this resolution be sent to the members of President Williams' 
family. 

GREATEST SINCE GUTTENBERG 

By THE BoARD OF CURATORS, UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI. 

The Board of Curators of the University at its meeting on August 30, 
1935, passed the following resolution concerning Walter Williams: 

WHEREAS, Walter Williams, founder of the School of Journalism, and 
for five years President of the University of Missouri, died at his home in 
Columbia, Monday, July 29, 1935; 
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RESOLVED: that the board of Curators express to Mrs. Williams, and 
other members of his family, its sincere sympathy in the great bereavement that 
has befallen them, and that it spread upon the records this testimonial to the 
service he rendered to the University of Missouri and the fame he brought to it 
as a former member of the Board, as founder and dean of the School of Journal
ism, and as its chief executive. The Board believes the facts justify its opinion 
that Walter Williams exerted a more potent influence for good on the news
paper profession than any other man since Guttenberg invented movable types, 
an opinion that is fortified by the adoption of his ideas and ideals in publishing 
plants on every continent and by the fact that the teaching of journalism in 
universities has, under his leadership, spread into nearly every country in the 
world. 

The Board of Curators notes with pride that the School of Journalism he 
founded at the University of Missouri is not only the oldest school of its kind 
in existence but that it is also the largest and universally recognized as the 
best. The Board desires to pay tribute to Dr. Williams for heeding its call to 
the presidency of the institution at a time when a great crisis confronted it, and 
to express its appreciation of the very valuable service he rendered, a service 
which further extended the institution's prestige and standing in the educa
tional world. The University of Missouri is a greater school and Missouri is a 
better state because of Walter Williams' example and the influences he set in 
motion. The Board of Curators deeply regrets his death and hereby pledges 
itself to keep the institution up to the high standards to which it attained under 
his leadership. 

JOURNALIST WALTER WILLIAMS 

By THE MISSOURI PRESS ASSOCIATION. 

On Oct. 19, 1935, at the sixty-ninth annual meeting of the Missouri Press 
Association at Kansas City, the following resolution, submitted by Jack Stap
leton, Fred M. Harrison, and Marvin H. Crawford, was unanimously passed: 

"Whereas, the world has suffered an irreparable loss in the death of Dean 
Walter Williams, late president of the Missouri University, who served 
journalism of the world for so many years, the Missouri Press Association 
acknowledges his world-wide influence and example of good journalism." 

Memorial addresses concerning Walter Williams also were delivered at 
the Kansas City meeting by Senator Frank Briggs, Macon, Mo., and former 
Lieutenant Governor W. R. Painter, Carrollton, Mo. 
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