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Presentation 
The portrait, which had been officially accepted 

some weeks previously by the Board of Curators 
of the University · of Missouri, was formally pre
sented to the School of Journalism by the artist 
Yun Gee at the Milch Galleries, 108 West 57th 
Street, New York, on March 16, 1944. 

It was received by Dean Frank Luther. Mott in 
behalf of the Board of Curators and the Faculty 
of the School of Journalism. Dean Mott said: 

"The School receives with pride and gratitude 
this portrait of one of its best loved and most 
honored alumni. This striking work expresses, 
in a combination of Chinese idiom and vigorous 
American realism, the character of Mr. Powell, 
who himself embodies in a high degree the increas
ing unity of Chinese . and American ideals and 
culture." 
. Mr. Powell, still undergoing operations neces
sitated by injuries suffered in a Japanese prison, 
was unable to be present at the ceremony. 

The portrait was hung in the Conference Room 
of Jay H. Neff Hall April 4, 1944 .. 



Yun Gee 
.Born in China in 1906, Yun Gee is nevertheless an American 

citizen since he is the son of an American-born Chinese. 
Yun Gee spent his boyhood in his native village near Canton, 

and it is natural that his art should have a distinct Chinese 
flavor. His painting combines Eastern vision with practical and 
vigorous American expression. Since he has spent most of his 
life in America, and has studied here, he consequently makes 
use of our modern technique in creating his original and highly 
individual paintings. He has not attempted to divorce himself 
entirely from his cultural heritage, but he has freely absorbed 
our American way of life and re-creates it in his paintings with 
enough Oriental spirit to form that delicate fusion of East and 
West which -reveals itself between a pagoda and a skyscraper. 

Yun Gee came to America at the age of fourteen. At the 
California Art School he studied the traditional Occidental 
painting techniques. But, under the inspiration of Otis Oldfield, 
pioneer modern painter, he made a bonfire of his two hUI).dred 
early paintings and set out upon new and unbroken paths. 

It was in San Francisco that Prince and Princess Achille Murat 
discovered him and persuaded him to go to Paris. Thus in 1929 
he began, in Paris, what critics call his Lyrical Period, in which 
he practised a form of modernism more or less inspired by the 
Chinoiserie which had enjoyed some popularity among French 
artists. 

Yun Gee returned to the United States in 1931, but was back 
in Paris five years later. After a visit to Sigmund Freud, his 
current "Diamondism" Period began. His work was acclaimed 
by French critics, and is today included in such notable collec
tions as that of the late Ambroise Vollard and the Jeu de Paume 
Museum in Paris. 





PRESS NOTICE 

(New York World-Telegram, March 17, 1944) 

A broken man sat up in the hospital bed, while at his side sat Yun Gee, 
Chinese-Amer~can artist, busily painting the portrait that soon will hang 
in Jay H. Neff Hall at the University of Missouri. 

The subject, J. B. Powell, journalist, former publisher and editor of the 
Jap-hating Shanghai China Weekly Review and tortured as a Jap prisoner, 
while broken physically remained unchanged spiritually. 

This .was in early 1941, soon after the Gripsholm landed Mr. Powell and 
other repatriates safely on this continent after months in Jap-manned 
prison camps. Now Mr. Powell has regained his strength, though he lost 
parts of both feet in his ordeal. 

Yun Gee, born in Canton 37 years ago on Washington's birthday, has 
disliked the Japs and shouted warnings about the arrogant temperament 
of the Nip war lords in much the same manner in which Mr. Powell did. 
While one used the pen, the other employed the brush. 

It was in 1932 that Yun Gee exhibited his painting, Tanaka Memorial, 
a canvas pointing out the devious schemes turning in the minds of Tojo 
and his ilk, which was about the time Mr. Powell's critical editorials com
menced in the China Weekly Review. 

They met in China, these two lovers of liberty for one and all, and a 
mutual admiration ' sprang up . . After the return of the Gripsholm with its 
cargo of J ap-maltreated Americans, they met once more. This time it was 
in Harkness Pavilion at the Medical Center, where Yun Gee's painting 
took form. 

The portrait was presented to Frank Luther Mott, dean of the University 
of Missouri, yesterday afternoon during ceremonies at Milch Galleries, 108 
W. 57th , St. And so J. B. Powell returns to his alma mater. 



JOHN B. POWELL 

(Feature Story in the Columbia Missourian, August 3, 1942) 

When the Swedish liner, Gripsholm, docks in New York early this month, 
Japan's "Public Enemy No. I", John Benjamin Powell, B. J. '10, will return 
after a twenty-five year battle against Japanese oppression of China. 

Powell, who has maintained an almost continuous residence in China 
since 1917, was editor and publisher of the China Weekly Review, most 
widely read English language publication of its type, until his imprison
ment by the Japanese last December. In addition, he was editor for many 
years of the China Press, which has done much to keep the American news
paper alive in the Orient. 

With a steel plated printing office, and an editorial office that never closed, 
Powell fought the Japanese government policies and their drug and 
glambling rackets. 

On Dec. 20, 1941, he was seized by the Japanese in his hotel room. Since 
that time his life has been a shadowy period of suffering and hardship which 
has left him in a dangerous condition, as he now weighs 75 pounds in 
contrast to his normal 160. James D. White, B. J. '32, writes that Powell 
is slowly improving aboard the Gripsholm. 

As recently as the latter part of last week, Powell's son, John William, 
was still skeptical that his father would be returned. Writing to a former 
teacher, he said "At the same time that the Japanese government was 
officially notifying the State Department that he would be on the ship, the 
Shanghai radio continued to blithely announce details of the forthcoming 
trial. Powell and about eighteen other Americans were charged with 
disturbing the peace, activity against the Chinese people and against Japan, 
and being mainly responsible for the present war." 

Powell's journalistic career has been a courageous crusade. Despite 
numerous threats · against his life, he has tried to make it · known that 
China has been receiving the short end of the stacked deal jn th$ Orient. 

In 1923 he was kidnapped with many other prominent foreigners and 
held for ransom by Chinese bandits. While in prison in a:n . old ruined 
temple on the side of Mt. Pao Zu Ku, Powell wrote to Dean Williams. 

"As soon as we were captured," he said, "I began sending out letters 
by handing them to farmers we passed, and I learned that most of them got 
out. This is due to the old Chinese veneration for anything which is 
written, which even the bandits still observe. I'll bet I have examined 
a thousand rifles in the hands of these men and more than 90 per cent are of 
Japanese manufacture-and Japan is supposed to be a party to the arms 
embargo in respect to China." The prisoners were finally released in June, 
after thirty-six days of suffering and hardship. 

Powell was a special representative of the American commercial interests 
in China at Washington, where he obtained Congressional enactment of the 
China Trade Act. He reported the Nationalist Revolution in Central and 
South China, 1926; the Sino-Russian conflict, 1929; and the Sino-Japanese 
conflict, 1932. In 1934 he traveled in the Soviet Union and Japan, and 



wrote a series of articles for the Chicago Tribune dealing with the Russo
Japanese crisis and war preparations in the Far East. 

"I was particularly interested in conditions in Siberia," Powell said, 
"where the Russians are making active preparations for war with Japan." 
A short time later he retraced his trip across Russia and spent about a 
month at the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo. Of this experience he wrote: "The 
weather there was somewhat better than the Siberian variety, but the 
political situation is just about as hot as it is in Russia." 

At the time of the national election in the United States in 1936, Powell 
related an incident which demonstrates the respect toward the American 
press in some part of the Orient. 

"I happened to be in Manila," he said, "when the results came through, 
and a couple of days later attended a Sino-Philippine banquet. I was 
sitting beside a venerable Chinese banker named Cy-sip, which is a new 
idea in Chinese names as expressed in Filipino-Spanish. It took some time 
to figure out what he was driving at, but he kept talking about an American 
magazine called Literary Digest. It seems that Cy-sip's son attends a school 
in Manila which is patronized by the sons of wealthy Filipinos. Young 
Cy-sip had been reading about the presidential campaign, and believed 
Landon would win. He therefore staked a considerable part of his father's 
fortune on the Literary Digest poll." 

Member of University Faculty for Five Years 
Powell's first job was on the Courier-Post in Hannibal, where he was man

aging editor two years. In 1912, he came to the University as an instructor 
in advertising in the School of Journalism, a position he held until he went 
to China in 1917 to take a position as editor of Millard's Review, which 
later became the China Weekly Review. 

While he was a member of the University faculty, Powell started the 
first classes in rural journalism. In addition he was one of the founders and 
first president of the charter chapter of Alpha Delta Sigma, national 
advertiMng fraternity for men in journalism. 

Among other offices which Powell held while in school and afterward, 
the more important were: Vice-president of the first Journalism Association 
of -the University, member of National Press Club, vice-president for the 
Orient Association Advertising Clubs of the World, and president of the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Shanghai. He was awarded a medal 
for distinguished service in journalism at Journalism Week last spring. 

Powell, whose vital interest has always been in helping to further rela
tions between the Orient and the Occident, offered prizes for a number of 
years to the student of the School of Journalism writing the best editorial 
essays on subjects dealing with the problems of the Pacific as they affect 
America. The prizes of $50 and $25 were awarded annually by the China 
Weekly Review through Powell. 

[Since the above story was written, Mr. Powell has endowed an annual 
award of one hundred dollars for the best essay by a Chinese or American 
student in the School of Journalism on Chinese-American relations. J 
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