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On Friday, May 7, 1965, during the fifty-sixth Jour-

Foreword

nalism Week at the University of Missouri , a British
provincial newspaper was honored by the School
of Journalism, and it, in turn, presented two gifts
to the School which are of considerable historical
value.
This bulletin presents an account of these proceedings in the context of what proved to be an
exceptionally stimulating Journalism Week. The
School of Journalism had presented its Honor Medal
to foreign newspapers many times before, but
this marked the first time the Medal had been
given to a non-daily newspaper of another country.
A representative of the Stamford Mercury of
Stamford, Lincolnshire, England, was present to receive the Medal, give a major address, and formally
make the presentation of the two gifts to the School
of Journalism.
Pages of the newspaper for November 21, 1717,
framed in oak from "Burgh ley House by Stamford
Town" , and a leather-bound album containing
stories from the Mercury relating to American

events going back to 1765 now reside in the
School of Journalism. It is indeed fitting that one
of the oldest newspapers in the English language
shou ld present such gifts to the University of
Missouri School of Journalism, an institution which ,
because of its long involvement in education for
journalism, has a deep respect for tradition.
This bulletin has been produced in order to tell
the story of the presentation of the two gifts to
the School of Journalism and of the circumstances
surrounding the event. Many persons have helped in
various ways with the bulletin; special thanks go
to John Philip Norman, associate professor of
journali sm, who handled many technical details.
School of Journalism
University of Missouri
1965
John Calhoun Merrill
Associate Professor of Journalism
Editor

Mr. Aldridge receives Honor Medal from Dean Enilish

Each year the Missouri School of Journalism awards
a number of Honor Medals to individuals, newspapers and periodicals for outstanding service and
achievement in the field of journalism. These are
the school's highest awards and, through the years
since 1930 when they were first made, have honored
a long list of distinguished men and pUblications.
One of the seven Honor Medals given in 1965
went to a British provincial weekly, the Stamford
Mercury, of Stamford, Lincolnshire, England. This
newspaper, one of the oldest in Britain and the
oldest English newspaper published continuously
under the same title, has an enviable record of
public service for more than two and a half
centuries. It is part of the East Midland Allied
Press Group.
Publisher of the Mercury is Richard P. Winfrey,
former London barrister, who assumed direction
of the East Midland papers when his father, the
late Sir Richard Winfrey, retired in 1933. Mr.
Winfrey, born in 1902 and educated at Mill Hill
School and Christ College, Cambridge, served in
the Ministry of Information during World War II
and was decorated with the Medal of Freedom .
He became a Press Association director in 1956,
and was its chairman in 1960·6l.
It was this distinguished British provincial publisher who was invited to attend Journalism Week,
1965, at the University of Missouri to accept

the Honor Medal awarded the Stamford Mercury.
Shortly before he was to leave for America,
Mr. Winfrey was injured on a hunt when he fell
from his horse, and he and his wife were not
able to attend the Journalism Week activities.
In a letter to Dean Earl F. English of the School
of Journalism, he expressed his disappointment in
these words:
I feel I must say again how bitterly
disappointed I am that I am not
sufficiently recovered from my recent
accident to be able to undertake
the journey to be with you on Friday,
7th May. Both my wife and I had
looked forward tremendously to this
occasion which, I know you will
appreciate, we regard as a very im·
portant historical event in the history
of one of our newspapers, and there·
fore our Group as a whole.
To represent him and his newspaper, Mr. Winfrey
sent Charles W. H. Aldridge, managing director
of the East Midland group. Except for a few
years in the Army during World War II, Mr. Aldridge
has been in journalism and newspaper work all
his adult life. Most of his career has been with the
press group of which the Stamford Mercury is a
part.
Mr. Aldridge, along with six other persons receiving
Honor Medals and dozens of prominent speakers

and panelists, was on the University of Missouri
campu s during Journalism Week (May 2-8, 1965)
and participated in a number of sessions.
Herbert Brucker, editor of the Hartford (Conn.)
Courant, received a Medal for his paper; Walter
E. Botthof, chairman of the board, Standard Rate &
Data Service, Chicago, was a Medalist, as was
Stewart Hensley (Missouri , B.J. '34) who has been
chief diplomatic and State Department correspondent
for the United Press International since 1958.
Two other Honor Medalists, who were main speakers
at the bi g Journalism Week Banquet on the evening
of May 7, were David Lawrence, editor of U.S.
News & World Report, and Edward P. Morgan, news
analyst with the American Broadcasting Company.

With the acceptance of the Honor Medal by Mr.
Aldridge, the Stamford Mercury joined five other
British newspapers so honored by the Missouri
School of Journalism for distinguished servicethe Daily Telegraph (1930), the Manchester Guardian (1931) The Times (1933), the DaUy Express
(1945), and the Scotsman (1963).

Richard P. Winfrey

The Honor Medals were awarded at a special
session in Neff Auditorium, Friday, beginning at
2:30 p.m. Mr. Aldridge was presented the Medal
for the Mercury. Dean Earl F. English of the
School of Journal ism made the presentation of the
Medal and read the citation certificate, as follows:

To the STAMFORD MERCURY
in recognition .f its outstanding place
in, and contribution to, British pro·
vincial journalism for more than two
and a half centuries, possibly since
1695 when tradition says it was
started;
its survival as a respected newspaper despite a long succession of
attacks upon it and numerous newspaper casualties and mergers all
around it;
its claim to being the oidest English newspaper published continuously
under the same titlei and
its continuing vitality and journalistic enterprise as part of the flourishing
East Midland Allied Press group.

In accepting the Mercury Honor Medal, Mr. AI·
drige said: "You have chosen to honor, not one
of the internationally·known giants of newspaper
publishing, but a modest newspaper with a modest
sale which strives to serve a comparatively small
community in a far·away country in a worthwhile
way."
Expressing a profound sense of gratitude and
appreciation, he went on: "Perhaps we can regard
ourselves as a representative of the thousands of
small weekly papers throughout the globe which
live cheek·by·jowl with their readers in a close·
ness that puts a premium on honesty, reliability,
dependability, objectivity and sympathy.
"Although our achievements are rarely spectacular
outside our own small communities, we feel that,
without our modest efforts, the springs of journal·
ism would flow less copiously and our profession
would be the poorer."
After receiving the medal and citation for the
Mercury, Mr. Aldridge proceeded to deliver the
speech which had been prepared by the news·
paper's publisher, Richard P. Winfrey. In addition
to the formal address, Mr. Aldridge showed color
slides of Stamford and environs.
At the conclusion of the address and the showing
of the slides, Mr. Aldridge presented to Dean
English for the School of Journalism an historical
album, including Mercury stories about America
dating back to 1765. The album also contained
a pictorial map of Stamford and photographs

of Stamford scenes, as well as facsimiles of front
pages of the Mercury at different periods in history.

Also presented to the School of Journalism by
Mr. Aldridge, in the name of the Mercury and its
publisher, was the principal gift - a series of framed
original pages of the Mercury for Thursday, Nov·
ember 21, 1717. These pages are framed in oak
from the historic Burghley House at Stamford.
This gift, a very significant addition to the Museum
at the School of Journalism, is described more
thoroughly in the next part of this bulletin.
After the session honoring the Stamford Mercury
with an Honor Medal and the subsequent pre·
sentation of the gifts to the School of Journalism
by Mr. Aldridge, a reception honoring the Medalists
of 1965 was held at the campus home of University
President and Mrs. Elmer Ellis. Mr. Aldridge attended
the reception along with other Medalists, guests,
alumni, faculty and students.
That evening, with the other Medalists, Mr.
Aldridge sat at the head table at the annual
Journalism Week Banquet in Rothwell Gymnasium,
which was attended by some 750 persons. David
lawrence spoke on "The News Behind the News"
and Edward P. Morgan's subject was "Where Does
the Individual Fit in the Great Society?"
Concluding the Awards Day activities was a
faculty reception at the home of Dean and Mrs. Earl
F. English . Mr. Aldridge left Columbia the following
day, Saturday.
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THE FRAMED PAGES
A 1717 original copy of what is believed to be
the oldest English newspaper published continuously under the same name is now in the Museum
of the Missouri School of Journalism, a gift from
the newspaper's publisher, Richard P. Winfrey.
The School of Journalism's copy of the Stamford
Mercury, a 12-page edition about six by nine
inches in overall dimensions, was published November 21 , 1717, as Volume X, No_ 20. The oldest
Stamford Mercury in the British Museum is a copy
of May 22, 1718. Older copies of the Mercury are
still owned by the newspaper, the full name of
which was enlarged in 1783 to Lincoln, Rutland
and Stamford Mercury.
Formal presentation of the gift copy was made
to the School of Journalism Friday afternoon (May 7l
at the special Journalism Week ceremonies. Charles
W. H. Aldridge, managing director of the East
Midland Allied Press Ltd., present Mercury owners,
presented the framed pages in the name of Mr.
Winfrey and the newspaper. Dean Earl F. English
of the School of Journalism accepted the gift on
behalf of the School.
Each of the six leaves of the aged copy of the
Stamford Mercury is individually mounted between
glass panels so the pages on either side are
visible - in natural oak frames , about 12 by 14 inches in size. The six frames in turn swing by hinges,

in sets of three, from two natural oak wall racks
that can be fastened to a wall for display and
reading.
Dean English said the gift is an important addition to the growing collection of original copies
or facsimiles of historic newspapers at the School
of Journalism, and also to the numerous museum
pieces the School has acquired as gifts from
alumni and other friends throughout the world.
He said the two swinging leaf racks, with an
explanatory plaque, will be mounted in the School
where they wi II be on view for students and
visitors.
On a trip to Europe in 1963 Dean English visited
the Stamford Mercury and Mr. Winfrey at the
suggestion of Dr. Vincent Naeser, director of
Berlingske Tidende, Copenhagen, Denmark. Dr. Naeser
visited the School of Journalism in 1961 to accept a
Distinguished Service in Journalism Award for his
newspaper.
The 1717 Mercury in general appearance, as
well as size, is greatly different from modern newspapers; it resembles more nearly a thin, modern
bulletin. Each page except the cover, or front
page, carries a single column of printed matter;
the columns are four and one-half inches wide by
six and three-fourths inches deep. There are no
headlines as used by modern newspapers, the
columns comprising un separated paragraphs, most
of these paragraphs with datelines. Various categor-

Dean Enilish and Mr. Winfrey turn framed paies .f the Stamford Mercury. November 21. 1717

ies of news are grouped under descriptive titles.
The cover, page one, is actually a title page,
somewhat resembling the title page of a book.
Its inscription, indicative of the contents, reads:
Stamford Mercury:
Being
Historical and Political
OBSERVATIONS
on the
Transactions of Europe
together with
Remarks on TRADE
Thursday, November 21, 1717
Vol. X, No. 20
In small print at the bottom is the announcement:
"Printed by Tho. Baily and Will. Thompson at
Stamford in Lincolnshire, 1717. Price Three Half·
pence. "
News dispatches are from various European cities
and relate to much the same things that interest
newspaper readers today: crimes, accidents, shipping
items, the health of monarchs, deaths, wars, and
so on. Reminiscent of today's financial pages
are li stings of goods imported at London Nov. 8
to Nov. 15 and of goods exported at London for
the same period, and a listing of the prices of
grain at various markets.
There is a report on " Bills of Mortality" from
London; among the causes and number of deaths are
given such ailments as: aged 36 , consumption 58,

evil 2, smallpox 15, teeth 20, water in the head,
fever 70, mortification 4, and griping in the guts
7, as well as others not generally among today's
accepted diagnoses.
The paper also carried advertisements, but more
akin to today's want ads than to display advertise·
ments. They announce the sale of goods, and also
several cases of strayed or stolen fillies and
geldings.
A report in the news items of a London funeral
indicates it was quite a public occasion:
"The same Day the Corpse of Francis Tyssen,
Esq., lay in State at Goldsmiths Hall in so grand
and compleat a manner, the like has not been
seen before; and on Monday, after lying in State all
that day, was carry'd in great Procession, with
four of the King's Trumpets, attended by abundance
of Gentlemen, and above 100 of his Tenants on
Horseback with a Led Horse, in a Velvet Capari·
son, and all the Trophies proper to a Gentleman
on these Occasions, with several Hundred Branch·
Lights, a great Number of Coaches and Six Horses
to Hackney, where he was interr'd to the entire
Satisfaction of all Spectators, by one Mr. Budd,
Upholsterer in Chancery Lane."
Another item reports that the pump in Covent
Garden, " together with a Great Quantity of Earth,"
fell into the well below, and a "Youngman, a
Carpenter, passing by at the same time, unhappily
fell in with it, and wa s suffocated."

The Stamford Mercury was started in the late
seventeenth century, traditionally 1695, by two
partners, Thomas Bailey (spelled Baily in the issues
of his day) and William Thompson. It first changed
hands in 1732, and in the next 230 years it had
several ownerships, although it remained in one
family 51 years and in another more than 140
years. It ceased being individual or partnership
owned in 1930 when it was bought by Westminster
Press Provincial Newspapers ltd. In 1951 the
Mercury came under control of East Midland Allied
Press Ltd., which also puts out 17 other publications.

THE HISTORICAL ALBUM
In addition to the framed copy of the 1717
Mercury, Mr. Aldridge presented to Dean English
as a gift for the School of Journalism a leather·
bound album of photographed items. of American
history as recorded by the paper, inetuding the
Boston Tea Party and the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln.
The speech of Mr. Winfrey, read by Mr. Aldridge,
included these words relative to the album: "From
the dear old 'Mercury' I bring the only things
she can give - historical words printed through the
centuries. May this link also be a symbol of worth·
while things of wide import - things which are so
precious to us not only as journalists but as citi·
zens of freedom·loving democracies."
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Display window of Mercury proclaims Award

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM
HONOUR AWARD lit DISTiNGUISHED

SERVICE IN JOURNALISM
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STAMFORD MERCURY
Oldest EngUsb NewspIIJIU PubLWie<i

CmtlnuousJy l1ndet The 8.'lme Title

Mercury's first home: St. Martin's, Stamford

Before an overflow audience of students, faculty,
and guests in Jay H. Neff Auditorium, Friday after·
noon, May 7, Mr Aldridge read the speech which
Mr. Winfrey would have delivered had it been
possible for him to be the guest·of·honor. At one
stage Mr. Aldridge broke into the address to project slides of Stamford. Followi'ng are verbatim
excerpts from the address, providing a summary
of the high points.

*

*

*

It is indeed a special occasion in the history of
the press when the oldest newspaper is honoured
by . the oldest School of Journalism. The receipt
today from the School and this University of an
award for distinguished services in journalism is
warmly appreciat~d by the proprietors of the lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury, to give its full
title. I assure you all that we have deep feelings
of pride and gratitude. It means much to us, the
Stamford Mercury, because this award joins the
company of many distinguished publications which
have been honoured in past years by the University.
It is our hope that the association created by
this event will be one more factor in furthering
the promotion of mutual understanding and friendship between journal ists of our two freedom -loving
democracies.
You here have a great potential. There seem

to be no limits to your capable work, not only in
education and training, but also in the more
important field of maintaining and safeguarding the
best standards in the profession of journalism. If
those standards falter, one of our most precious
freedoms may be in peril. So long as Uncle Sam
has such excellent institutions as the University
of Missouri School of Journalism we need have
no fears. Of course, freedom means not only
freedom to agree, but also freedom to disagree.
I think it was Mahatma Ghandi who once said,
"Freedom is not worth having unless it includes
freedom to be wrong occasionally." Even the Lon·
don Times, our greatest national newspaper, was
wrong once . ...
The Stamford Mercury, although it has a long life
ahead of it, cannot by the nature of things in
England expect to play any more significant role than
continuing to be a faithful servant of a small
community .. .. Our weekly newspapers are numer·
ous, nearly 1,000 in the small island of Great
Britain. Almost every locality is served by a week·
Iy paper. These publications are indeed of impor·
tance to the life of each community. Their main
function is to report and record news of events
and people in their circulation area, leaving national
and world news to the daily press. They are also
an important and sometimes the only means where.
by opinions can be expressed and the views of
publ ic personalities reported. Their personal col.

umns provide a valuable service to both traders and
consumers. We, of course, regard advertisements
as an important ingredient of our publications,
although we do not entirely subscribe to the view
that editorial matter is written on the back of
advertisements... .
It is in the category of weekly provincial newspapers that the Stamford Mercury now takes pride
of place. Certainly no other newspaper has performed
this service continuously for well over two and
a half centuries. We are indeed most grateful
to you for your generous recogn ition of this service. Originally, the paper reported all the newsinternational, national and local. It collected its
dispatches from many countries by its own arrangements. There was no AP, no Reuters. When the
paper was printed each week it had a wide circulation. In those days there was no mechanical
transport; everything depended on the horse.
The Mercury was in advanced middle age before
Baron Reuter came on the scene and before the
invention of the electric telegraph. Events in
American hi story were all duly printed by the
Stamford Mertury as soon as the intelligence was
received. Because of the uncertainly of the winds
and weather, weeks elapsed between ships with
di spatches leaving America and Canada and reaching
England. The recording of American history over the
centuries in the Stamford Mercury is indeed fascinating.

At reception at home of University President Elmer Ellis, Mr. Aldridge greets the late Charles Arnold,
the School of Journalism's first graduate. At left is Walter E. Bolthof, chairman of the board, Standard
Rate and Data Service, another Medalist

I have had but a few of the items in the original
newspapers photographed and compiled into a lea·
ther album which I hope will be acceptable to
your library. Some are amusing, some are tragic;
all are a mirror of the times and a chronicle of
American history.
The life history af the Stamford Mercury reveals
all the difficulties and triumphs which were ex·
perienced throughout two and a half centuries in
bringing about the present unrestricted liberty and
freedom of the individual which is synonymous
with freedom of the press. When the Mercury's
first hand press started printing at the end of the
17th century, William Penn was very much alive
and 80 years had to pass before the Declaration
of Independence in 1776. In those days, Stamford
was an important town, situated 100 miles from
London on the great north road to Edinburgh. But
it has grown very little since. Many of its streets
and buildings are unaltered after several centuries.
When railroads were invented they avoided Stam·
ford because of constructional difficulties and the
industrial revolution passed it by. It retained its
place as an agricultural center but has, to all in·
tents and purposes, marked time. It has, how·
ever, retained its charm, beautiful architecture,
delightful atmosphere and character.
Editor's Note: At this point, Mr. Aldridge broke

into the speech to show some slides, saying:
"Now, with the Dean's permission I'd like to
interrupt Mr. Winfrey's talk and show you one or
two pictures of the Stamford area so that you can
appreciate the sort of surroundings in which the
newspaper is produced. I find that a lot of people
find it hardly credible that the date 1695 can
be associated with a newspaper that is in existence
today. I hope that when you've seen some of
these pictures you will have a better grasp of the
background which has made this day possible."
The audience was shown sl ides of historic points
in the Stamford area, including one of 52 High
Street, St. Martin's, where the first printers set
up their press. After the slides were shown, Mr.
Aldridge continued reading the address.
I'd like to continue by saying the Mercury has
to contend in retaining its freedom of action
with the powerful family of Cecil. The first great
Cecil was Queen Elizabeth 's prime minister and
was given by her the title of Lord of Burghley.
He played a part in starting what is now your
state of Virginia, named after the Virgin Queen
Elizabeth . Lord Burghley, as chief minister, had
to contend with the threat of invasion of England
by Spain, which culm inated in the defeat of
Spanish Armada. One of his measures was to
launch the English Mercury, spelled "Mercurie", to
give official news and account for the wild and

harmful rumours of the invasion scare. This makes
the first Lord Burghley Queen Elizabeth's first
newspaperman.
Later, Lord Burghley, almost certainly influenced
two printers, Bailey and Thompson, to set up a press
in Stamford, which they did and their successors
started the Stamford Mercury in 1695 when the
licensing to print news was abolished. Lord Burghley
built Burghley House, just outside Stamford Town.
It is an immense and most beautiful building. It
is the largest private home in the world occupied
by a private family. Later the family was promoted Marquess and took the title Marquess of
Exeter. The present Marquess will be remembered
by many as Lord Burghley, the champion Olympic
hurdler. He is now about 60 years old and serves
under Mr. Avery Brundage as the vice-chairman
of the International Olympic committee.... He
is the one who gave me the oak for the frames
of the specimen copies of the Stamford Mercury
which I hope will now find their place in the
University. The oak came from a tree which was
in Burghley Park when Queen Elizabeth I frequently visited it, and must be at least five
centuries old . ..

Burlhley House in Stamford

Following are several messages from England to
the School of Journalism on the occasion of the
Mercury's honor and one from Dean Earl English
expressing appreciation for the gifts:

I offer you my sincere apologies for this unfortunate failure to perform my promises to you.
Yours ever sincerely,
R. P. Winfrey

Message from Mr. Winfrey

Message from Lord Burghley

Castor House
Nr. Peterborough, England
12th April, 1965
Dean Earl English
University of Missouri
Columbia, Mo. U.S.A
Dear Dean Earl English ,
Today, after my doctors had seen me, I had
to send you the followin g telegram " Deeply regret
to inform you on doctor's advice I must cancel
journey to America. Bitterly disappointed cannot
attend awards ceremony."
You have no idea how very upset I feel about
letting you down. My doctors are certain that the
long journey to America is out of the question.
It is indeed a bitter disappointment which my
wife shares to the full . I would like to feel that
my visit to the University of Missouri School of
Journalism is only a pleasure postponed. The
making of the Awards is I know (from my friend
Dr. Vincent Naeser) a great occasion. To be mi ss·
ing it is quite one of the major disappointments
of my newspaper career.

Burghley House, Stamford
3rd May, 1965
Dear Dean Earl English,
It has given me great pleasure to take part
in the expression of the warm appreciation that
is felt by many of us on the occasion of the
"Stamford Mercury" being honoured by the Missouri University School of Journalism.
The oak frames which contain the pages of the
early copy of the newspaper, which has been
presented to the University, are made from one
of the ancient trees from Burghley Park.
It is, I feel , appropriate on another ground
in that the first lord Burghley, (Queen Elizabeth's
Lord High Treasurer), started the "English Mercurie
to counteract harmful rumours at the time of the
Spanish Armada." He can, therefore, be said to
be England's first newspaper man.
The University of Mi ssouri School of Journalism holds an honoured position and I voice the
wishes of many that it will have long life and all
success in the years that lie ahead.
Yours sincerely,
The Marquess of Exeter

Message from 'Mercury' Edi,tor
The editor and staff of the 'Stamford Mercury'
are deeply conscious of the honour which has
been conferred on the paper by the University
of Missouri by the award of its honours medal
for distinguished services in journalism.
On this felicitous day we send to the university
our warm greetings and grateful appreciation for
the distinction which the award brings to us.
May you long continue to give your support to
the best traditions of journalism throughout the
world.
Sincerely,
Leonard W, Wainwright
Editor, Stamford Mercury

Message from F. A. Cooper
East Midland Allied Press Directors greatly appreciate the honour afforded the Stamford Mercury. They send greetings and best wishes for all
future success to the University and the School of
Journalism.
F. A. Cooper,
Director & Secretary
East Midland Allied Press
Message from Mr. Aldridge
(Portions of a letter to Miss Iia Russell, University
of Missouri journalism graduate student who served
as the official guide to Mr. Aldridge during his
visit, are printed below:)

Center of School of Journalism Complex

17th May, 1965
Dear Miss Russell,
After a strenous programme of business en·
gagements in New York and Boston I have just
returned to my office in England. . . . This week
looks like being an extremely busy one for the
Mayor of Stamford is giving a reception at the
Town Hall to mark the award we received. We
are also staging an exhibition in honour of the
occasion, and the B.B.C. are putting on a tele·
vision programme on Friday. All this has to be
accomplished before I leave for the Middle East
and Asia Minor at the end of next week.
May I thank you most sincerely for being such a
good greeter and guide and for looking after me
so well. I hope you will keep in touch with me
and let me know if I can supply you with any
information or any specimens of British news·
papers . . . .
May I wish you every success in your studies
and in your chosen career.
Yours sincerely,
C. W. H. Aldridge
Message from Dean English
May 18, 1965
Mr. Richard P. Winfrey
Castor House
Nr. Peterborough
England
Dear Mr. Winfrey:
I trust that by now Mr. Aldridge has made it

safely home and has given you a full report on
the developments here during Journalism Week. He,
by the way, was a most worthy choice as your
emissary and did an excellent job in every respect.
We were all delighted with the gift of the 1717
issue of the Stamford Mercury and grateful, in·
deed, for the great care you have taken to encase
it so ingeniously. The fact that the copy is oldpr
than the British Museum's made a great impressIOn
on the Missouri editors and students.
Of course, the volume carrying reproductions from
the Mercury pertaining to United States news events
is a most generous gift in itself. The compilations
represent an enormous amount of work and planning
and I want you to know it will occupy a posi·
tion of major importance in the School's museum
along with the issue of the Mercury.
Thank you very much for your splendid gifts
and full cooperation. I am sorry that the fates
reacted so badly in upsetting our plans for having
you here. I do hope that you recover fuiiy very
soon and that we may still have the privilege of
having you here at another time.
With all good wishes.
Sincerely yours,
Earl English
Dean
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