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MSTA Reception 
To Be November 4 

The annual reception at the 
Missouri State Teachers 
Association Meeting will be 
held 9:30 - ll:30 p. m. 
November 4, in the Crystal 
Room at the Sheraton
Jefferson Hotel, 12th Blvd. 
at Locust St., St. Louis. 

College of Education 
Alumni Association 
committees will meet at 
7 p. m.. and the Board will 
meet at 8 p. m. 

More information about 
these events will appear in 
the November-December 
newsletter. 

Protessors Lead 
APGA Divisions 

Three School of Education 
faculty members are serving 
in executive positions in the 
American Personnel and 
Guidance Association. 

Norman Gysbers, associate 
professor of counseling and 
personnel services, is 
president-elect of Division 
3, National Vocational 
Guidance Association; 

Richard Thoreson, professor 
of counseling and personnel 
services, is president of 
Division 6, The American 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
Association; and Wayne 
Anderson, professor of 
psychology and associate 
director of testing and 
counseling, is president
elect of Division 8, The 
National Employment 
Counseling Association. 

MASA Password 
was 'Challenge' 

About 350 Missouri school 
superintendents and assistants 
met in June at the University 
for the annual summer 
conference of the Missouri 
Association of School 
Administrators. 

"Challenge - Administrators 
Password" was the theme of 
the conference. 

School administrators' jobs 
have changed, Dr. Floyd 
Parsons, Little Rock 
superintendent of schools, 
said. 

Before, students and parents 
would never criticize a school 
administrator, but things have 
changed. Administrators are 
just not the "big shots" they 

used to be, he said. 
C. H. Jones, administrator 

of Wentzville schools, urged 
MASA to set up a permanent 
review committee to 
determine if administrators 
have been unfairly dismissed 
and, if so, to apply a 
"sanctions" alert. 

Dr. W. H. Pierce, 
executive director of the 
Education Commission of the 
States, said that public 
opinion toward education is 
not good. He cited failures 
of bond issues, tax levies 
and legislative action. 

Administrators must tell 
the public what they are 
doing and how public money 
is spent in order to rebuild 
public feeling toward 
education, he said. 

woods Named 
To Liaison Job 

Bob G. Woods, dean of the 
College of Education, has 
been named state liaison 
representative of the 
American Association of 
Colleges for Teacher 
Education, a group seeking 
the improvement of teacher 
preparation. The liaison 
representative serves as a 

link between the association 
and its 850 member colleges 
and universities. 

Sturges Becomes 
Department Head 

The new chairman of the 
department of curriculum and 
instruction is A. W. Sturges. 

Sturges had been on the 
faculty of the University of 
North Dakota since 1963 and 
served as chairman of the 
department of education since 
1966. During 1967-68, Sturges 
served as an Education 
Adviser for UNESCO in 
Thailand. He received his 
doctorate from the University 
of Iowa. 

Graduate Student 
Plays Gospel Music 
From the 
Columbia Missourian 

"Ticklin' the ivories 11 for a 
gospel- singing quartet is the 
avocation of graduate student 
Thurmond Aldridge. 

Aldridge has played the piano 
for at least 30 of his 34 years, 
if you don 1t include the noises 
he made by pounding on the 
keys in infancy as music. 
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"They tell me I talked my 
big sis into pumping the pedals 
on the family treadle organ 
when I was small," he says 
with a soft-spoken drawl 
characteristic of the Ozark 
region of Missouri. 

"I finally had 16 piano lessons 
in the fourth grade, and I got 
my first piano in the fifth 

· grade." 
"When I was growing up we 

had many singing conventions 
in the country churches, and 
as often as twice a month my 
family would attend these 
Sunday afternoon singings. 

He was the church pianist 
at the age of 9. 

While he was majoring in 
elementary education at 
Southwest Missouri State 
College, he taught for seven 
years in rural school and 
joined the Good News gospel 
quartet as piano player. 

After completing his degree, 
he joined the public school 
faculty in Springfield. 

He is now working on his 
doctorate in elementary 
administration and supervision 
at the University. 

He joined the Springfield 
gospel singing group, The 
Journeymen, in 1963. 

Aldridge travels to 
Springfield on weekends to 
visit his wife and practice with 
the Journeymen. The group 
recently formed a corporation 
to operate a small music 
store in Springfield. Most of 
the time, however, they 
practice their songs and 
prepare shows for the various 
church and civic groups that 
demand their talents. 

Sometimes they play at 
revivals, at other times at 
funerals and in concerts with 
other groups. Once they 
played on the back of a flat bed 
truck at a county fair in 

Jasper, Mo. 
Aldridge plans to return to 

teach in Springfield after he 
earns his degree. 

The Class Failed, 
says Instructor 

Last May, University 
English instructor Henry F. 
Ottinger told his three 
composition classes the 
majority of them were "the 
most silent, reticent, 
paranoid bunch of people in' a 
group" he had ever 
encountered. On July 22, 
the New York Times let the 
rest of the country in on his 
feelings. 

An article, "In Short, Why 
Did The Class Fail?" derived 
from Ottinger' s final lecture 
to two sophomore and one 
freshman honors classes, was 
published in the editorial 
section of the Times. 

The article was, in 
Ottinger's words, a 
"sterilized version" of the 
original lecture .. 

111 had dittoed copies of the 
lecture for my supervisor in 
the English department, and 
took one to New York when I 
visited my father. He kept it, 
and the next thing I heard was 
on the 22nd when he called 
me very early in the morning 
and told me I'd made the 
Times, 11 Ottinger said. 

His lecture was given 
partially out of frustration. 
"We had spent two weeks 
deciding on the plan, finally 
reaching agreement on the 
experiment. And once it got 
going, things just didn't work 
out the way they were 
supposed to. 11 

He received his AB and AM 
degrees from the University 
and taught at the University for 

five years. He attempted to 
open class discussion and 
writing assignments to 
whatever the individual 
students felt like exploring. 
The experiment, in his 
words, "went from initial 
ecstasy to utter catastrophe. " 
Ottinger called the semester 
"the worst he had ever 
taught." 

11Y ou had an opportunity to 
exchange ideas (which it often 
turned out, you have not got), " 
he told the students, "and you 

open-door admissions policy 
this past year. ' 1 

Ottinger had told his 
students that if they did not 
believe "knowledge for its 
own sake is a valid and 
valuable goal," they would do 
"much better in a vocational 
school, studying how to be a 
plumber or a beautician. " 

Education Alumni 
Board Members 

were too embarrassed to do Officers, Dr. Ernest Purkey, 
so. EdD'66, Brentwood, Mo., 

11You had an opportunity to president; Dr. Lyle Hensley, 
find out something about EdD'66, Eldon, Mo., first 
yourselves. This, by the way, vice president; Dr. Robert 
is the crux of education. And Elsea, EdD'60, Creve Coeur, 
as far as I can see, you found Mo. , second vice president 
out very little. and Miss Barbara Maxwell, 

11You had an opportunity to BS Ed'53, St. Joseph, Mo., 
explore ideas--on your own-- secretary-treasurer. 
and didn't. Most of all, you District representatives, 
had the opportunity to be free- #1 Bill Ray McKinney, St. 
to be responsible to Joseph; #2 William K. Ray, 
yourselves--and you Trenton; #3 Dr. John H. Ross, 
succeeded in proving to me Edina, Chairman, Awards 
and to yourselves that Committee; #4 Dr. Allan C. 
freedom is slavery. " Henningsen, Richmond; #5 

ottinger also gave his Elliott Battle, Columbia; 
lecture with a purpose of #6 Mrs. Marlynn Finley, 
overkill, "intending to swat a Manchester; # 7 Russel L. 
fly with a steam shovel, " he Stokes, Lee's Summit, 
said. "The original lecture Chairman, Membership 
was one-third again as long as Committee; #8 Mrs. Beulah 
the Times article, and much McFarland, Clinton; #9 Dr. 
more biting and sarcastic. 11 John Bearden, Camden; #10 

Reaction to the lecture has Dr. Donald Northington, 
varied. The classes to whom Washington, Chairman, 
it was given were, for the Nominating Committee; #11 
most part, "as unimpressed Dr. Mel R. Sheehan, St. 
as they had been all Louis; #12 Dr. Charles 
semester. 11 Johnson, Carthage; #13 Mrs. 

Since the Times article Julie Austin, West Plains; 
appeared, Ottinger's mail has #14 Mrs. Mary Jo Richmond, 
run 11 7 to 1 in favor of what I Dexter. Members at Large: 
said, 11 he said. "Much of the Sharon Pope, Kansas City; 
mail has come from the East Dr. Neil Aslin, Columbia; 
Coast, and a lot from persons Dr. Charles J. McClain, 
connected with City College of Kirksville; and Dr. Ruie 
New York, which adopted an B. Doolin, Kansas City. 
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