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soctaL & commun1TY 
Nickolaus Becomes 
Assistant Dean 

George Nickolaus assumed 
hi s new duti es July 1 as 
assistant dean of the School of 
Social and Com munHy 
Services. 

Nickolaus has been a legal 
specia list a nd assistant 
professor in the School ' s 
departm ent of regional a nd 
community a ffairs . He will 
continue hi s service in the 
departm ent. 

He has helped initia te 
educational progr am s for 
citizens participating in local 
and s ta te government. To this 
he has brou ght per sonal 
experience--dating back 13 
years--as city attorney, mayor· 
and m ember of sta te a nd 
municipal governmental 
organizations . 

Nickolaus i s a native of 
souths ide St. Loui s . After 
receiving hi s bachelor of 
art s degree (195 2) and 
doctor of law degree (1967) 
from th e University, he served 
as Columbia city attorney for 
two years a nd as city 
counselor for six years. He 
was mayor of olumbia from 
1967 to 1969. 

Since the fall of 1966, 
Nickolau s has b een associated 
with the governmental a ffairs 
program of the department or 
political science and has b een 
engaged in ex tension and 
continuing edu cation program s 
primarily in th e a r ea of l ocal 
governm ent admini s tration, 
managem nl a nd l and use 
control. 

Th whole id ea of 
continuing edu cation, 
Nickolaus b lieves , i s tha t 
the University has an 
obligation "to give inservice 
training Lo help Missouria ns 
fill their citi zen roles and 
accepted responsibilities as 
governm ent o(ficialS, II 

Finding little material 
available for su ch training , 
Nickolaus prepared many 
ha ndbooks and bull e tin s for 
the Campus ' s Governm ental 
Affairs Program and the 
Missouri Municipal League. 
Hi s wr itings have covered 
a nnexation, in corporation, 
fi re protection, road 
districts, collection of 
delinquent taxes , ambulan ce 
servi ce, Missouri s ta tutes, 
grants and fina ncing . 
Requests for th e publications 
have come from across the 
United States a nd from 
foreign countries. 

There are big demands 
in this area, but the people 
need more than t extbooks 
and theory , Nickolaus 
emphasi zes . They 
need how-to-do-it 
information . 

"My mayoral experi ence has 
been of great assistance to me 
in working with other 
municipal officials, " 
Nickolaus says. " I hope to 
continu e meeting with these 
offi cial s and I will continue to 
work with extension, which no>1 
has 29 community development 
specialists . " 

curriculum Changes 
In social work 

The School of Social Work is 
continuing an intensive 
curri culum s tudy which will 
eventuate in a major revision 
of the existing curr iculum. 
In April Dr. Lewis Mayhew, 
of Stanford Universi ty , 
consulted with persons 
attending the annual field 
instructors' meeting. 

Du r ing th e fir s t week in 
June the entire faculty 
"retreated" to Ranch Roy-L 
to contin ue curriculum work. 

Students a nd faculty were 
enthu sias tic about 

preliminary efforts to 
imple ment charges by 
reducing required courses 
in the fourth semeste r to 
one. 

A number of new el ectives 
were established su ch as 
Law and Social Work a nd 
A fro-Ameri can Studies. 

Thacker Street 
Honors Anent 

It' s been a long-tim e practice 
for communities to name 
streets a fter presidents a nd 
general s , and now community 
development s pecialists have 
arrived. 

Mayor Robert Nichol s of 
Southwes t City, in hi s 
presenta tion at the Governor ' s 
Conference on Rural 
Development, notes that hi s 
city has a Thacker Street-
"named after our community 
development agent, Don 
Thacker, whose help has been 
so valuable to our town . " 

Mayor Nichol s acknowl edged 
the help hi s commun ity has 
received from many agencies 
and particul arly m entioned 
th e Univer sity of Missour i 's 
Extension Commun ity 
Development Program and 
Don Thacker . 
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Parks, Recreation 
Publishes Guides 

El even publications were 
completed during 1970 on 
recreation, parks and 
tour i sm ; nine of which were 
discussion guides covering t he 
areas of park boards, 
volunteer services in 
recreation , uses of consulti ng 
services, recreation and park 
pl anning process, and toward 
an understanding of recreation. 

Recreation and park 
administration has added a 
new course , Interpretive 
Outdoor Recreation, to its 
curr iculum. 

Mental Health Unit 
Funded by NIMH 

NIMH has awarded the 
School funds to underwrite a 
field unit directed by the 
School of Social Work and the 
Mid-Missour i Mental Health 
Center. The unit is completing 
its first year of a five-year 
program that is designed to 
edu cate students for entry i nto 
the community m ental health 
field by providing them with a 
practice experience that 
encompasses exposure to the 
entire mental health services 
delivery sys tem in a given, 
r ural geographic area. Thi s 
involves experience in all the 
practice methods of casework, 
group work, research, and 
community organization. 

The School received 
permission from NIMH to 
continue i t s Com munity Mental 
Health Training Project i n 
Howard Coun l-y dur ing th e 
s ummer months. Two 
s tudents , J im Werner and 
Jean Lewi s , and two faculty 

members, Joanne 
Merm ! stein, assistant 
professor of Social Work, and 
Paul Sundet, instructor in 
social work, worked part-time 
to continue the services 
started du ring the past year. 
Particular emphasi s during 
the summer was on 
consultation to the NYC 
programs , volunteer training, 
and development of a county
wide mental health association. 

Denny to Head 
eoomeel study 

The Bootheel Regional 
Plan ning Commission has 
contracted with the 
clepartmenl of regional a nd 
commu nity affairs to produce 

an econo mic-population study. 
Professor Hugh Denney is the 
project 1 ader for the study . 
Dr. Hex Campbell of 
sociology will hel p a nalyze the 
1970 census data and Dr. 
Robert Bevins of the 
agricultural economics 
department will share 
responsibility for projections 
of the data. 

Welfare Directors 
Meet in COIUIDbla 

For the sixteenth year, the 
Columbia Campus in July was 
the scene of the State Division 
of Welfare's Annual Staff 
Training Institute for County 
Welfare Directors. Welcomed 
to the campus by Dean Arthu r 
W. Nebel, the county welfare 
directors and staffs heard 
re marks by state welfar 
director Proctor N. Carter, 
a nd a review of pending 
federal public welfare 
1 gislation presented by 
Harold Hagen, Washington 

representative, American 
Public W cl fare Association. 

"The Dynamics of Change: 
Implications for the County 
Welfare Director," was the 
theme of a presentation by Dr. 
John Ham, Department of 
Psychiatry, University of 
Chicago. 

The School of Social and 
Community Services continues 
to cooperate with the 
Missouri Division of Welfare 
under a grant from that 
agency funding the Public 
Welfare Training Center 
directed by Professor Rhasneh 
Tidwell of the School of Social 
Work, in cooperation with the 
University Extension 
Division . 

Publlcauon Draws 
Favorable Response 

Don Littrell ' s publication, 
"The Theory and Practice of 
Community Development -
a Guide for Practitioners" 
has rec ived very favorable 
reaction. Requests for it 
from around the country for 
use by professional s in 
academic programs a nd in 
extension and other agencies 
have been received . 

Brochure Defines 
Role or soeclalist 

St. Louis County area 
community development 
specialists Sam Ritchie and 
Don Moschenross have 
collaborated to develop a 
brochu re "Community 
Dev lopment: A Joint 
Enterprise . " The brochure 
includes a concise defini tion of 
community development a nd 
uses text and pictu res to 
illustrate the process with 
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examples from the local 
program. It concludes with an 
explanation of the role of the 
community development 
speciali st. 

Normandy Municipal Council 
President James R . Butler's 
comments on one of the recent 
developments in the local 
program are used effectively 
in the brochu re: 

"For as many years as I can 
recall , the twenty-five or so 
communities in the Normandy 
School District area have all 
gone separate, independent 
directions. The community 
development specialist, 
however, has provided 
the essential common 
denominator and catalytic rol e 
to bring these muni cipalities 
together to form the Norma ndy 
Municipal Council. " 

Specialists Ritch1es a nd 
Moschenross both hold 
masters degrees from the 
University in regional a nd 
community affairs . 

Croll Authors 
Planning Study 

John Croll , assi stant 
professor in the departm nt 
of regional and community 
affairs, i s author of a case 
study, "A 3 County Planning 
Program , " recently 
published as Extension 
Publication MP 199, 
University of Missouri
Columbia. 

The publication chronicles 
the development of a 
comprehensive planning 
program by th ree coun ties a nd 
six small cities in Northeast 
Missou r i, and outlines the 
relationship and inputs of a 
profess ional communi ty 
development worker in such a 
public affairs activity . 
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