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LAND IMPROVEMENT FOR POST·WAR EMPLOYMENT 

Using 500,000 ponds at $150 as 
conservative basic figures, the 
total job of pond construction sug
gests a huge employment pro
gram, which could be much en
larged by projects for terracing, 
liming, etc., all carried on at the 
same time. Such a work-program 
would pay for itself many times 
in the long run (1) by improving 
the productive power of the land, 

(2) by increasing the efficiency of 
livestock farming, and (3) by 
helping to control floods through 
reducing the water runoff from 
the uplands and through protect
ing the dams and channels from 
siltation. It would be difficult to 
find any other work-program cap
able of bringing directly to Mis
souri agriculture greater practical 
benefits than this ,one. 

SUMMARY 
The decline of productive power 

in Missouri . farm land is one of 
the disquieting realities of our 
times. But it is not a discourag
ing reality for we know the simple 
means of stopping the degenerat
ing trend and changing it into 
progressive improvement. The 
immediate practical possibility of 
this conversion is a challenge to 
our intelligence and ability. 

The waste of soil is inseparably 
related in time and place to the 
waste of water. Each is the cause 
and the effect of the other. Each 
is saved by the same methods 
which save the other. The broad 
procedures for land improvement 
by the saving of soil and water are 
exceedingly simple. They are in 
logical order: (1) grow the kinds 
and proportions of crops and pas
tures suited to the land's produc
tive capacity, (2) hold the soil in 
place and hold the water in the 

soil, (3) restore and increase soil 
fertility with lime and fertilizers. 
Each of these is a good practice. 

These procedures have been out
lined and broadly estimated for 

. the whole State in the foregoing 
pages. They constitute a frame
work within which plans for local 
land improvement may be de
veloped by any active local group. 
Such development to be broadly 
effective will require much adjust
ment and balancing of the indi
vidual plan of farm production. 

All farm and conservation 
groups working in responsible 
unity along these lines, arid sup
ported by business and industry 
and all other potent means devoted 
to the welfare and progress of 
Missouri life, can build within 
Missouri the foundation of an un
precedented farm prosperity 
which by benefiting every interest 
would strengthen the whole State 



Good bluegrass pastures and good cattle are a dominant featu re of Missouri 
agriculture. 
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