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FARMING AS AN OCCUPATION 
A Youth Publication 

M. F. MILLER* 

There was a Missouri farmer who 
had three sons,-Bob, Jim and An
dy, of whom he was very proud. The 
family lived on a good farm of 180 
acres on which the father had been 
very successful, and he hoped that 
his sons would also have success in 
life .. However, he did not expect 
them all to stay on the farm. In 
fact, there were many family dis
cussions regarding the boys' future 
in which the whole family joined. 
As it finally worked out, Bob and 
Andy decided to take up other oc~ 
cupations, while Jim, who had al
ways enjoyed working with his fa
ther, wanted to be a farmer. This 
choice pleased the father very much 
because he knew that the 180 acre 
farm was not large enough for more 
than one son. 

One day this farmer said to Jim, 
"Son, how would you like to join 
me in a partnership on this farm? 
You have made a fine success of 
your 4-H projects with chickens and 
hogs, and you have done equally 
well with your high school projects 
hi vocational agriculture. You now 
have several cows and calves, as 
well as some hogs which you own. 

"Your t r a i n i n g in both 4-R 
work and in vocational agriculture 
has given you a lot of good ideas. 
This, along with your experience 
here on the farm, has fitted you 
pretty well for farming. I believe 
we can work together on this farm 
so that it will make money and a 
very comfortable living for both of 
us. If you wish to take training 
in the College of Agriculture, I think 
we can work this out between us. 

"I should like to look forward to 
the time, not far in the future, when 
you will take over the complete 
management of the farm. You could 
then establish a small home of your 
own right here on the place .. Pos
Sibly, as your family grows, you' 
might move into our old home, while 
your mother and I would occupy the 
smaller house. 

"As you know, the time will come 
when your parents will leave this 
world and the farm will then belong 
to you three boys. However, with 
the start you should have made by 
that time, you shouldn't have much 
trouble in paying Bob and Andy 
their two-thirds share of the prop
erty. If you are as good as I think 

*Dean Emeritus, University of Missouri College of Agriculture. 
Acknowledgement. The author is grateful to R. R. Thomasson and Joe W. Duck for 

suggestions in the preparation of material and for carefully reading the manuscript of 
this publication. 
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you are, you ought to own the farm 
free of debt within a reasonable 
time." 

This farmer was a wise man. He 
understood that, as a rule, not over 
one son from a family can be ac
commodated on the home farm, un
less it is an unusually large one. 
He knew, to'o , that not all farm boys 
can be expected to remain on the 
land. Some are certain to have oth
er interests. He was also a man 
who believed in a father and son 

farm partnership which gives a 
young man a start under his father's 
general guidance. Then, if the son 
is made of the right stuff, he should 
succeed. Such a plan makes the oc
cupation of farming come as a nat
ural to the young man. At the same 
time, it provides security for the 
parents in their advancing years. 
While there are many other plans 
through which young men can take 
up the occupation of farming, few 
are better than this one. 

The father and son partnership in the business of farming is iIlustraited 
in this picture of a fine Missouri farm family. 
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The grass grows greener on the 
other side of the fence. That's what 
a lot of cows think. A good many 
farm boys and girls think that 
abo~t the city as compared with the 
countrY. They are caught by the 
glamour which they have heard 
a.bout or seen in the city. They 
want to go into a city occupation 
when, as a matter of fact, for those 
suited to farming the opportunities 
are just as good in the country. Let 
us look at farming as an occupa
tion and see what it has to offer. . 

Broadly speaking, farming is an 
occupation through which farm 
people make a living, secure the 
comforts of life, and accumulate 
something for the future. If a 
farmer has reasonably good soil, 
good business ability, a proper 
knowledge of farming, and if he ap
plies himself to his tasks, he will 
almost certainly succeed. In this 
case, he should make a good living 
and become quite well-to-do. On 
the other hand, if the soil is poor, 
and if he fails in one or more of the 
things mentioned, his success will 
be doubtful. 

In order that farming as an occu
pation may be properly understood, 
one should know a good many 
things about agriculture and farm 
life. Some of the more important 
of these are discussed in the fol
lowing pages. 
The. Importance of Agriculture 

Agriculture is our most basic in
dustry. All civilized nations depend 

upon it for food and, to a large ex
tent, for clothing and· shelter. It is 
the most important business in the 
world. The annual agricultural in
come of the United States is over 
$20,000,000,000. Among other in
dustries with high annual incomes 
is the iron and steel industry, which 
is second, with only about half that 
of agriculture. 

Unfortunately, the people in some 
countries have, for various reasons, 
such poor types of agriculture, that 
food production has not kept pace 
with the increase in population. As 
a result, the masses of people are 
always hungry. While there are 
many among the poorer people in 
our own country who often do not 
have enough to eat, or who do not 
have the proper kinds of food for 
good health, we are the best fed peo
ple in the world. Moreover, with 
modern methods, there are possibili
ties of increased production which 
should take care of any likely in
crease in numbers during the years 
ahead. But whatever may be the 
future of our food supplies, agri
culture is bound to remain the mosf 
basic of our country's industries. 
One should be very proud to be con· 
necte~ with it. 

Farming Is So Complex Business 

The old idea that "anyone can 
farm" is out of date. In the early 
days of the country when soils were 
new, and when almost.· everything 
the family used was grown on the 
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farm, this statement had some truth 
in iL.~.ut conditions have changed. 
Today, farming is a business as 
complex as almost any other. It 
presents a challenge and an oppor
tunity to young people that it has 
never offered before. 

Each farm is a separate business 
undertaking. The farmer, like the 
manufacturer, produces c e r t a i n 
products for sale. To do this, he 
must use the proper methods of 
handling his soil, his crops, and his 
livestock. He must fight plant dis
eases and insects. He must learn to 
meet the uncertainties of the weath
er. This isa man's-size job, re
quiring knowledge, judgment and 
skill. Moreover, if the farmer is to 
succeed financially, the marketing, 
and sometimes the processing, of 
his products are just as important, 
often more important, than their 
production. 

The farmer has commonly sold 
at wholesale in a market over which 
he has had no control. He has 
bought at retail at such prices as he 
had to pay. While many farmers 
are working together to improve 
the sale and purchase of products, 
most of them still have puzzling 
problems in knowing when to buy 
and sell. Solving these problems 
commonly' determines the business 
success of many farmers. 

The Dignity of Farming 

Since agriculture is our most im
portant industry, it is a dignified 
occupation that lends dignity to 
those engaged in it. The independ
ence, the freedom of action, and the 
responsibility to the people of the 

nation, which are connected with 
food production, give it a stand
ing not common to most occupa
tions. 

The farmers have always been 
among our best and most law
abiding citizens. Their years of la
bor prepare them for meeting hard
ships. They develop an honesty of 
purpose not common to some other 
groups. In general, too, people who 
deal with growing things gain a 
real love of nature. Theirs is a 
dignified calling which should have 
the respect of everyone. 

Most City People Have an 
Interest in the Country 

Very many of the people living 
in cities were raised in the coun
try. They have usually left the 
country because they thought they 
would like the city better, but most 
of them maintain an interest in ru
ral things. Moreover, the wars have 
caused almost all city people to real
ize fully that they are dependent 
on the farms for most of their food, 
clothing, and much of the material 
that goes into their homes. The 
publicity that has been given to soil 
conservation, in recent years, has 
convinced many city people that if 
the soils of the nation are not given 
proper care the cities may be short 
of food. As a result, city people 
are becoming more interested in the 
problems of farmers. Moreover, 
farmers are coming to understand 
the ways and the problems of city 
people better than they ever did 
before. All this is to the advan
tage of city and country people 
alike. As a matter of fact, the pros-
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perity of the two groups goes up 
and down together, and each group 
is dependent upon the other. Every-

one should understand the truth of 
this statement. It's a most import
ant one. 

Some Recud -ArpUcultu.1U:d .2l~lo.pmeni4 

!J4~ ,tk 

(!)CCupaiioH ot dJa/UniMr; 
The changes in agriculture during 

the past twenty-five years have 
been amazing. They have increased 
greatly the opportunities for peo
ple on the land and have thus made 
the occupation of farming more in-

teresting than ever before. Let us 
see what some of these are. 
Increased Use of Farm Machinery 

No agricultural development has 
been more remarkable than the im
provement and wide use of agricul-

As long as the country is developing as It is now, mechanical pOM'eI' 
and modern machinery will be of great importance. Farm youth are great
ly interested in it. 
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tural machinery. This has almost 
revolutionized the methods of plow
ing, tilling, and harvesting. It has 
led to a decline in the necessary 
numbers of farm workers and in 
most cases to a decrease in the cost 
of producing agricultural products. 
There has also 1::leen a great decline 
in the numbers of horses and mules 
and this has set free, for other pur
poses, great acreages of land for
merly used in the production of feed 
for these work animals.. As an ex- . 
ample of the changes in the amount 
of machinery there has been an in
crease in the number of farm trac
tors in the country, from 919,000 
in 1930, to 3,643,000 in 1950. Like
wise the number in Missouri has 
increased from 25,000 in 1930 to 
124,000 in 1950. Others types of 
large machines have increased in 
about the same proportion. 

The increased use of machinery 
has made it possible for farmers to 
take advantage of favorable periods 
of weather to prepare land for 
crops, to plant them, and finally, 
to harvest them speedily. This has 
given a great advantage over ani
mal power and old type machinery, 
while at the same time, it has taken 
away much of the drudgery which 
formerly went along with many 
farm operations. It, of course, 
means that new skills must be de
veloped and many new things re
garding machinery must be learn
ed, but young people learn these 
very quickly. In general, it can be 
said, that farm machines are al
most making over the business of 
farming, and this is going a long 
way in maintaining an interest in 

farming among farm boys and 
girls. 
New Types of Crops 

There is scarcely a single variety 
of the common field crops, now 
grown, which was on our farms a 
generation ago. Almost all have 
been replaced by new varieties, or 
strains, of greater value. The most 
startling of these developments is 
that of hybrid corn. The yields of 
most of the new corn hybrids are 
from fifteen to twenty-five per cent 
greater than those of the old stand
ard varieties, when grown side by 
side, under good systems of soil 
treatment. The spread of these 
corn hybrids has been so great that 
over 95 per cent of the corn in the 
principal cornbelt states is of these 
hybrid strains and new ones are 
constantly appearing. 

New varieties of wheat, oat, bar
ley, rye and soybeans are coming 
from the experiment stations and 
commercial crop breeders. Such va
rieties not only produce higher 
yields than the older ones, but the 
grain is of higher quality. Then 
there are new kinds and varieties 
of crops brought in from other coun
tries which have done exceptionally 
well here. There is no doubt that 
the improved and imported varie
ties, or strains, of crops now grown 
have had much influence in account
ing for-high crop yields during and 
since World War II. There is no 
comparison between these newer 
types and those our grandfathers 
grew. But in spite of these im
provements, still greater ones are 
just ahead. One of the most in
teresting things a young farmer 
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A sY!ltem of soli and crop management which makes 100 bushel corn 
crops possible, is the one that should inter.est most farmers. , 

can do, at this time, is to assist in 
the production and distribution of 
these new and improved types of 
field crops. 

Another new development is the 
growing interest in forests. Farm
ers are just learning that the trees 
of a forest represent a crop which, 
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under proper management, can be the manufacture of these nitrogen 
harvested regularly just as any fertilizers can be increased, they 
other crop. One of the interesting will be used in greater and greater 
things many young farmers can do quantities. The effects of their ap
is to· have a wood lot from which plication to the soil are so remark
trees can be harvested as they' be- able that their future use may be 
come large enough. Where such a really sensational. Improved fer
lot is protected, from grazing ani- tilizing machinery and new methods 
,mals and where the poor kinds of of applying fertilizer have come in
trees are kept down by deadening, to use which are much better than ' 
as they start, the good sorts will the earlier ones. All of these de
grow rapidly. These can be cut velopments together, have resulted 
for lumber, posts, or poles, as they in more productive soils and higher 
become mature, while younger ones crop yields. If the supplies of lime, 
can be kept coming on. This is a fertilizers, and farm machinery can 
new idea to many, but it has most be secured in quantity and at fair 
interesting possibilities. prices, good farmers will be able to 
New son Trea.tments produce very large yields of crops. 

Of course, bad' seasons may some-
Much advancement has been made times interfere, but proper soil 

during recent years in the methods treatments· assist in overcoming 
of managing soils. Not only does some of these unfavorable weather 
the use of modern farm machinery conditions. The more the farmer 
provide for better soil preparation learns about modern methods of soil 
and tillage, but farmers have learn- management, the higher will be his 
ed a great deal about using lime, yields and profits. 
fertilizers, farm manures, and gree,n 
manures. It's surprising how much Improved Livestock 
farmers are learning about these ,While'livestock improvement is a 
p,ti.pg$'.RTwenty.five -yeaI'S'ago, the slower process than crop improve
~~cr..~ of lime on Missouri ment, real progress has been made 
farms w~,..lQO,OOo tons. To- in developing better animals. Con
day, around ;2,500,()Otr-tolilo~3. .. are ap- stant selection of beef cattle has 
plied every y,ear. DUring tb,is~Same. improved their early growth' and 
time, the annual use of fertilizers they are now marketed much earli
has increased from 50,000 tons to er than formerly. The ton litt~r in 
about 400,000 tons. Moreover, fer- hogs is now quite common. It is 
tilizers of high quality and concen- ireoognized; by all Future Fa.rI;llers: 
trated form are on the market 'land 4Hboys interes.1;ed"-irt live-: 
which are much better than the old- stoCk. The :prod~ciion lof milk in 
er ones. . dairy herds has been much increas-

New kinds of nitrogen fertilizers ed. People interested in poultry 
are now available and farmers are have gone forward, both in poultry 
using large amounts of them. If breeding and in methods of poultry 
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Good livestock and good pastures go together. They add greatly to the 
profits and the satisfactions in country living. 

growing. New strains of chickens 
and new chicken hybrids have ap
peared, while the early maturing 
and broadbreasted turkeys have 
been rather widely distributed. Of 
course, much of this early growth 
and increased production of farm 
animals is due to better feed and 
care, but the better quality of the 
animals plays a most important 
part. 
New Controls for Insects, 
Weeds, and Plant Diseases 

Much recent progress has been 
made in the development of new 
sprays. An example of this is the 
remarkable effect of DDT and oth
er sprays, in almost killing out 

flies, in some sections. The second 
World War brought about a great 
deal of work in the production of 
new spray materials, which are now 
on the market, while others are 
constantly appearing. Then there 
are new ways of treating the soil 
to destroy certain injurious insects, 
microscopic animals and plants. 

The cO'1trol of weeds, by the use 
of such materials as 2-4-D and oth
ers, is a most important develop
ment. The time may not be far dis
tant when, on many farms, cultivat
ed crops will be kept almost free of 
weeds by spraying, along with some 
cultivation. While new plant dis
eases are constantly appearing, new 
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sprays and dusts for controlling 
them are coming into use every 
year. Few developments in recent 
years are more interesting than 
these new means of controlling in
sects, plant diseases and weeds. 

Rural Electrification 

Slightly over three-fourths of the 
farms in Missouri and about two
thirds of those in the United States 
now have electric current. This has 
developed from practically none, a 
generation ago. The comforts com
ing to farm people from the use of 
electricity can scarcely be over esti
mated. For one farmer, the high
power light on a . tall pole which 
gives complete nightly illumination 
to his farm yards is the thing he 
prizes most. For another, it is the 
light in all the buildings, while the 
power supplied for farm equipment 
and for the electric conveniences in 
the farm home are more important 
to others. Once a farm has electric 
current with the accompanying 
equipment, it requires only an ice 
storm, which cuts off the supply line 
for a couple of days, to bring to the 
family its dependence on electricity, 
On a modern farm, there is no one 
thing which has so many uses for 
labor saving equipment and com
fortable living as does the electric 
current. This means that it is neces
sary for farm people to learn' a 
great deal about electricity and how 
to handle it. Some knowledge of this 
sort becomes a must. 

Farm Conveniences 

The most modern farm homes 
have the same conveniences JLS most 

city homes. Water in the house, a 
central heating system, and modern 
kitchen equipment are found in 
many of them. Then there are' aids 
to comfortable living which electric
ity makes possible, the lights, the 
radio, the refrigerator, the power 
washer, the vacuum cleaner and 
others. Many farmers now have 
deep freezing equipment while oth
er conveniences are in prospect. The 
farm family with all these con
veniences and all the advantages of 
wholesome country living, at the 
same time, is fortunate indeed. 
While it is true that a great many 
farmers' wives still carry water and 
wood and a very large number have 
only a few of the farm convenien
ces, this number is constantly de
creasing. 

Roads and Transportation 

Great strides have been made in 
road building during the last twen
ty-five years., In most states, the 
main highways are of concrete or 
blacktop. In Missouri, the State 
Highway Commission has been very 
efficient in handling the main roads 
and it has given much attention to 
a farm-to-market road system. 
However, around 25 per cent of 
the farms of the state are still on 
dirt roads. Not so many years ago, 
this figure was 50 per cent. In 
spite of this, there has developed a 
system of truck transportation 
which takes care of most of the 
marketing of livestock and other 
farm products. Passenger busses 
cover the main highways and al
most all farmers have cars. It is 
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This Is not the type of road that provides lor the ready marketing of 
farm products, the transportation of children to school, or lor the pleas
ures of automobile driving. 

quite evident, however, that the 
heavy traffic is causing a great 
strain on road upkeep and this is 
introducing a real problem, which 
must be solved. In general, farm
ers on improved roads have many 
advantages but even those who are 
still on unimproved roads usually 
find means of reaching the hard
road nearest them, if the distance 
is not too great. It is, of course, 
highly desirable for a farm to be 
on an all-weather road, although 
some farmers object to locations on 
the high-traffic highways. 

The Changing Social Conditions 
In Country Areas 

The social activities among farm 
people in Missouri, while varying 
greatly in the different regions and 
communities, are undergoing much 
change. These activities are still 
connected, rather largely, with the 
churches and schools, as in earlier 
times, and in many communities, 
recreation is often of the older 
forms. However, the development of 
farm organizations throughout the 
state, along with the widespread 
program of the Agricultural Exten-
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sion Service, has given rise to many 
centers of social activities that for
merly did not exist. The farm 
clubs, the Farm Bureau groups and 
the farm cooperatives have had a 
remarkable growth. The farm wom
en's clubs, promoted by the Agricul
tural Extension Service and the 
farm organizations, now number 
about ·2500, reaching almost 50,000 
farm women. These clubs are open 
to the wives and daughters of land 
owners and tenants and they are 
having a great influence on the so
cial life of these women. Then 
there are the youth organizations, 
such as the Future Farmers of 
America, the 4H Clubs and the Jun
ior Farmers of the Missouri Farm
ers Association, the Nat u r e 
Knights, and the rural Boy Scouts 
which together total close to 50,-
000 rural young people. 

These various adult and youth or
ganizations and agencies, operating 
throughout the state, are having a 
far reaching effect, not only on ru
ral social life, but upon the. recre
ational activities of farm people. 
While there is little doubt that these 
developments are having an int1u
ence on the decline of the rural 
church and the one-room rural 
school as social centers, they are 
having much effect in changing the 
social conditions in the open coun
try. 
Rural Neighborhoods Changing 

Improved roads, automobiles, and 
radios are changing the nature of 
rural neighborhoods or communi
ties. Where formerly the neighbor
hood centers were in the rural 
churches and schools, these are now 

more and more in small towns. The 
road developments have also chang
ed the nature of many small towns 
very greatly. Some of them have 
almost disappeared; others have be
come more important, depending 
mainly on the location of new hard 
surfaced roads. As a result, farm 
communities are now developing 
more and more around the growing 
towns. Here farmers not only se
cure supplies and services, but 
schools and some churches are con
solidating in these centers. These 
town-country communities are de
veloping throughout Missouri and 
other states as well. 

The people in the small towns are 
mostly country-minded and they are 
interested in country people. Coun
try people usually find them soci
able and cooperative. As a result, 
the country people soon come to 
have a pride in their town) its busi
nesses, its schools, its churches, and 
its recreation centers. In most of 
these communities the two groups 
of people work together in very 
friendly and helpful ways. It has 
been said that small town and coun
try people are not different, "they 
simply live in different places." It 
is likely that the future of rural 
America will depend .largely on the 
development and the nature of these 
town-country communities. Young 
people beginning farming today, 
will find it very interesting not only 
to become a part of such communi
ties, but to assist in their develop
ment. In selecting a farm on which 
to live, the opportunities for the de
velopment of a town-country com
munity should be given attention. 
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Most farmers consider the prob
lem of securing proper money re
turns from their farming operations 
of first importance. Such returns 
determine, to a large extent, the liv
ing standards of the family , the 
equipment and farm convenience 
which can be provided, and the type 
of education that can be given the 
children. On the other hand, there 
are farmers who, for one or more 
reasons, are not able to secure much 
in the way of money returns from 
their farms but who still prefer 
farming as an occupation. Of 
course, a love of the farm, along 

with reasonable money returns, is 
the ideal condition. 
Production and Prices 

The yearly production of a farm 
and the general level of farm prices 
are the most important factors in 
determining the farmer's total mon
ey return. The net income, how
ever, depends not only upon these 
two things, but upon the cost of 
producing those products which are 
sold. For instance, if a crop of corn 
yields 70 bushels per acre and its 
value for sale or for feed is $1.50 a 
bushel, the acre value will be 
$105.00. On the other hand, if the 

Land like this is not the best for farming purposes. Poor land and unsatis
facwry country living usually go together. 
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yield is 40 bushels and the value per 
bushel is 80 cents, the acre value 
will be but $32. This is a big dif
ference. 

While the farmer cannot control 
farm prices, he can determine the 
apprmtimate total output of the 
farm and, to a considerable extent, 
the cost of production. When farm 
production for the country is high 
and the demand for farm products 
is low, surpluses and low prices for 
these products usually result. In 
this case, the returns to the indi
vidual farmer will be low .. On the 
other hand, when there is a goqd 
demand for farm products, farm 
prices will be high and, if the yields 
are good, most farmers will be gen
erally prosperous. 

A good farmer is one who can 
not only secure good net returns 
when prices are high, but who, 
through skillful management, can 
keep yields high and costs of pro
duction low enough to secure rea
sonable net returns, even when 
farm prices are low. Of course, 
with high costs of everything the 
farmer buys, and likewise with high 
costs of such labor as he hires, the 
possibilities of good money returns, 
even with large yields, will be less
ened. 

During World War IT when all
out farm production was demanded 
and when labor and everything the 
farmer bought were at high price 
levels, the government thought it 
wise to provide subsidies,or direct 
. assistance, to a farmer in order to 
bring about greater production. 
These ~ubsidies were continued, 

with various modifications, follow
ing the war and it is difficult to pre
dict what their future may be. 
This is one of the most controver
sial matters before Congress, but 
it is very probable that some type 
of federal support of agricultural 
prices will continue for many years. 
The Problem of Marketing 
Farm Products 

Farmers sell products which, ex
cepting for grains, cotton and hay, 
cannot be kept on the farm very 
long after they are ready for mar
ket. In a way, this puts the farm
ers at the mercy of buyers, and 
they must often sell at lower prices 
than they should. On the other 
hand, farmers must usually buy at 
the prices demanded by sellers. Of
ten, too, there is a wide difference 
between the price the farmer re
ceives for a product and that which 
the city and town people pay for 
it. A part of this may be due to 
the fact that there are sometimes 
too many of the so-called "middle
men", or to the excessive charges 
some . of them make for their ser
vices. These conditions have led to 
the formation of farmer coopera
tive societies, commonly called co
operatives or co-ops. These cooper
atives are nothing more than farm
er groups which, under proper or
ganization, buy and sell products, 
usually with marked benefits to 
their members. 

The cooperative movement has 
had a wide development throughout 
the country and it is assisting many 
farmers to meet their marketing 
and purchasing problems. The ex-
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amples of certain of the older Euro
pean countries, such as Denmark 
and Sweden, in the development of 
coope:tatives, have shown what may 
be done. In some of these countries 
almost everything with which the 
farmer deals is handled through 
cooperatives. A single farmer may 
often belong to a half dozen or more 
different ones. If many European 
farmers can do this, certainly the 
fa.rmers of this country should be 
clever enough to solve many of their 
problems through their own efforts. 

There are other means which as
sist in profitable marketing. One 
of the important ones is that of set
ting up definite grades for pro
ducts as they are placed on the mar
ket. Such grading systems usually 
aid the farmer as well as the pur
chaser. Of course, the govern
ment plan of placing the so-called 
"floors" under the prices of certain 
farm products, while not farmer 
controlled, has been of much help 
in maintaining prices at paying lev
els. 

These are some of the attempts 
made to assist farmers in meeting 
their marketing problems. While 
real progress has been made there 
are still problems ahead. Many 
young farmers find it very interest
ing to assist in' cooperative and oth
er activities for the good of agri
culture. 

Soil Improvement and Conservation 

The problem of improving and 
conserving the fertility of the soil 
is important on almost every farm. 
No diffe:tence how fertile a soil may 
be it is important that this fertili-

ty be maintained. On most farms, 
if the soil is to bring the best re
turns, it must be improved. These 
things are essential to the real suc
cess of a farmer. They will bring 
both increased yields and greater 
profits. The time has passed when 
any good farmer can afford to al
low his soil to run down in fertility.' 
He owes it to his children and their 
children, as well as to the nation, 
to see that his soil is ma,de better 
while it is in his hands. It gives 
a good farmer great satisfaction to 
see his soil constantly improving 
in productivity. This is one of the 
real pleasures of farming. The man 
who does a good job in handling 
his soil and at the same time keeps 
all his operations in balance with 
this, is the one who will do best by 
his family and get the most out of 
life. 

Size of Farm 

The size of the farm does not de
termine the success of the farmer. 
There are good and poor farmers 
on both large and small farms. 
While, as a rule, the larger farms 
bring the larger incomes, there are 
many exceptions. Often, a small 
farm well-kept and well managed, 
gives higher net returns and greater 
satisfactions to the farmer than a 
large farm not so well handled. A 
man with a small farm, free of debt, 
need be concerned only with his own 
investment and the labor of himself 
and family. Such a man, if rea
sonably efficient, can make a good 
living and be independent. 

Because of the increased use of 
farm machinery and of other agri-
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cultural developments, the size of 
farms in the United States has been 
increasing. According to the U. S. 
Census, the average size for the 
country as a whole in 1925 was 145 
acres; in 1935, 154 acres; and in 
1945, 194 acres. In Missouri, for 
the same years, it was 125, 125, and 
145 acres. There is little doubt that 
where the land is fairly fertile, and 
where it is level, or only slightly 
rolling, so that it is well adapted 
to the use of modern machinery, 
much large-scale farming will be 
practiced. On other lands, small to 
medium size farms will continue to 
be the rule. It can be said, in gen
eral, that with good soil and a good 
location, success is possible on a 
farm of almost any size, provided 

it is in the hands of an efficient 
farmer. In most cases, however, a 
farm family will be better off with 
a farm large enough to provide all 
of them a good living. Most effi
cient farmers do much better on 
farms of good size. Of course, with 
the high prices of land, machinery, 
livestock, and of most things the 
farmer buys, the handling of large 
farms means large investments. 
Many farmers are not able to man
age the larger farms successfully 
and for them the smaller farms are 
better. 
Owner or Renter 

A good farmer will succeed eith
er as a land owner, or as a renter 
or tenant. While it is natural for 
a man to want to own a farm, he 

Abandoned buildings on a farm where the soil was too thin and the 
farmer too inefficient to make possible a decent living for the family. 
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may not be able to do so, at least in 
the beginning. It may be necessary 
for him to rent a farm while he ac
cumulates enough money, if possi
ble, for a satisfactory down pay
ment on one. However, with increas
ing costs of machinery, and of all 
overhead farm costs, it is becoming 
more difficult for a tenant to be
come a land owner. In addition to 
high land prices, these various over
head costs are often almost equal to 
the value of the farm. As a matter 
of fact, some men prefer to rent 
rather than to own land, provided 
they can remain on a good farm for 
many years. . Often, such men, if 
they are clever farmers, can make 
as good financial returns as the man 
who owns the land. However, a 
renter on a short time lease is al
ways at a disadvantage. He is not 
.on the farm long enough to be
come settled, his children are shift
ed from one school to another and 
the family can make few friends. To 
own a farm, or to rent it under a 
long-term lease, are the two really 
satisfactory plans. 

The Family Size Farm 

Most American farms are what 
are known as family 8ize farm8. 
That is, they are of such size and 
character that they may be hand
led by the farmer and his family 
with little or no outside help. On 
the other hand, farms of rather 
large size are often han die d 
through the use of hired labor and 
these are commonly known as 
commerpial farms. It is probable 
that these larger farms will in
crease in numbers, at least for a 

time, particularly in the regions 
suited to them, but the smaller 
farms, handled by the farmer and 
his family, will doubtless continue 
in largest numbers. Of course, the 
use of improved machinery makes 
it possible to increase the acreage 
of many family size farms either 
through purchase or rental. A 
farmer and one son, with fast rub
ber-tired tractors, can now culti
vate twice as much land as they 
formerly could with teams. On the 
other hand, many small farmers 
are now hiring neighbors with pow
er equipment to do part of their 
plowing, tilling, and harvesting op
erations for them. This is an aid to 
the continuance of the farm of small 
size. 

The family size farm is the ideal 
for our American farm life. It is 
usually best for the soil, the farm 
family, the neighborhood, and the 
nation. It keeps a reasonable num
ber of people on the land and tends 
to hold back the numbers swarm
ing into cities. The crowding of 
too many people into cities may of
fer a threat to our democratic form 
of government. 

Part-Time Farming 

As manufacturing plants have in
creased in size and number, there 
has been an important development 
of part-time farming around many 
large cities. Factory workers have 
bought small farms, usually only 
a few acres in size, along the main 
highways within driving distance of 
their places of employment. They 
do some farming, growing mainly 
vegetables and some fruit, while 
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they often keep poultry for poultry 
products, and a few animals for 
milk and meat. With the shorter 
working hours, these men find suf
ficient time to care for these small 
farms, thus providing extra food 
for their families. As a rule, the 
farms are near enough to the city 
to have most of the important home 
conveniences and they find such a 
place of living quite satisfactory. 

Many of these men have been raised 
on farms and with the help of their 
families they can handle their 
small farms well. It is probable 
that such systems of part-time 
farming will increase in import
ance with the years. These are 
really family size farms and they 
have many advantages for the peo
ple living on them. 

'tI,,~lJe e~ g(J,lHeti.lHe4 
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It is commonly said that every 
occupation has advantages and dis
advantages, and this is true of 
farming. Whether the favorable 
conditions outweigh the unfavor
able ones depends not only upon the 
nature and location of the farm, 
but also, to some extent, on the 
likes and dislikes of the farmer and 
his family. 
Plenty of Hard Work 

Few farmers find it possible to 
adopt the short-hour work plan of 
the manufacturing plants. Many 
farm people are at work by day
light or soon thereafter. In the 
cropping seaSOn, some remain in the 
fields until after sundown. How
ever, in the winter months, when 
the days are short and the weather 
often bad, most· farmers have a 
good deal of leisure time which 
helps to make up for the long hours 
of labor during the remainder of 
the year. 

The best farmers organize their 
work so that extremely long hours 

are not necessary, excepting during 
rush seasons. The use of modern 
machinery aids in this. However, 
during the periods of land prepara
tion in the spring, farmers may 
keep their plows and tillage imple
ments going night and day for short 
periods when the soil is in just the 
right condition to work. This is 
a great advantage over the slower 
horse and mule power plan, when 
excess rain or drouthy weather in
terfered. When harvesting crops 
with machine power, the hours are 
commonly fitted to the times when 
the grain or hay is dry enough to 
handle well; at such times the work 
is speeded up. 

Farm labor hours are mostly tir
ing ones. Even with improved ma
chinery, much of the work is heavy 
and it must often be done in the 
heat of summer or in bad weather. 
Farm household work is also hard, 
and long hours ar'e often required. 
However, the new labor saving de
vices, when used, remove Illost of 
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the drudgery of earlier times, both 
for the farmer and the farm wife . 

. While it must be admitted that 
much farm work is hard, yet it is 
varied, healthy, and interesting, 
which is quite different from most 
of the work in the manufacturing 
plants of the cities. 

The Influence of 
Unfavorable Seasons 

The operations of the farmer are 
always at the mercy of the weath
er. The kind of weather through
out each season determines, in 
large measure, the yields of crops. 
Not only is the total amount of 
rainfall important in crop produc
tion, but the time when it falls dur
ing the season has a great influ
'ence. Moreover, storms may bring 
wind or hail and ruin a most prom
ising crop. In the spring, it may 
be late freezes and in the fall early 
frosts, which do much damage. As 
a matter of fact, there are prac
tically no seasons in Missouri and 
the neighboring Corn belt states, 
when unfavorable weather, such as 
drouth, frost, or storms, does not 
cut down some crop yields. Then 
there is the bad weather in which 
at least some farm work must be 
done. One who has fed cattle in 
the open during wet and muddy 
periods, or in the cold and snow 
of midwinter, really knows how 
disagreeable farm work may some-
times be. Yet, experiences like'these 
provide good discipline and train,
ing for farm youth. They also 
make the summer days more en
joyable by contrast. 

Some Farm Homes Are 
Widely Separated. from Others 

In early times, when there were 
no improved roads, each farm home 
was largely cut off from the others. 
Those were the times when people 
rode horseback, walked or used the 
horse-drawn wagons or buggies in 
going from farm to farm or place 
to place. There were times when it 
was an all day journey to the coun
ty seat and return, only eight or . 
ten miles away. Such conditions 
were greatly different from those 
of today when mail is delivered to 
most farms daily, where telephones 
are commonplace, and where the 
radio brings news instantly from all 
parts of the country and the world. 
Instead of farm people being ig
norant of what is going on, the 
world has virtually decreased in 
size until, in a few hours, the news 
of important events in every coun
try becomes common knowledge on 
most farms. The telephone brings 
many farm families into immediate 
contact. Most roads have been im
proved until the farmer in his car 
or truck can cover, if he chooses, 
scores or even hundreds of miles in 
a day. 

There are some farmers who live 
on poor roads and who do not seem 
to be interested in keeping up with 
daily events. Some of these, even 
well educated men, are real isola
tionists) who enjoy thoroughly the 
privacy of that kind of life, even if 
their families may not. This illus
trates the old saying, "it takes .all 
kinds of people to make a world." 
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It is probably well, and certainly 
most interesting, that this is so: 
Rural Schools May Be Too Small 

In Missouri, as in many other 
states, the one-room school is the 
usual type in the open country. 
When properly developed these ru
ral schools serve a great purpose. If 
pupil numbers are fairly large, and 
good teachers are employed, they 
serve very well indeed. The ability 
of the country children to take care 
of themselves and the independence 
of action which such schools assist 
in developing among them, does a 
great deal for these boys and girls. 

Under good teachers, most of these 
children come through with a very 
good elementary school training 
and a good outlook on life. 

Unfortunately, the size of the ru
ral schools has decreased with the 
years until, in Missouri, a third of 
them have less than ten pupils, 
many less than a half dozen. There 
are occasional schools having only 
two or three pupils, and there have 
been cases of only one. Such small 
schools are usually less efficient 
and they are more costly per pu
pil than larger ones. 

Where roads are largely hard-

A good rural school with a good teacher is one of the finest things in 
this country. 



A good country church is of great advantage to a {w·m community. 
There is something sadly missing when there is no church. 

surfaced, and bus transportation 
provided, many of these one-room 
schools are combining into larger 
districts with more modern school 
buildings and better equipment. 
Certainly, for one taking up farm
ing in a new community, the condi-

tion of the schools, or the possi
bilities for school improvement, 
should receive careful attention. 
Decline of the Rural Church 

One of the discouraging signs of 
the times is the decline of the ru
ral church. Formerly, there were 
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many of these and they were well 
attended. They not only offered re
ligious training, but they provided 
for some of the most enjoyable and 
wholesome social gatherings among 
country people. But with the com
ing of many good roads and thou
sands of automobiles, along with it 
loss in the rural popUlation, almost 
half of the country ehurches in Mis
souri have closed. Formerly, near
ly three-fourths. of the country peo
ple attended these churches, and 
rural religion was one of the im
portant influences in the nation. To
day, there are counties in Missouri 
in which two-thirds of the country 
children do not attend a church or 
a Sunday school. This does not 
promise well for the future. 

Certainly, it is highly important 
that farm families have a chance 
to go to ch ureh. Too often, these 
people do not join the town ehurch
es, especially those of the larger 
towns. While some progress is tak
ing place in combining some of the 
smaller rural churches, and in the 
improvement of the larger ones, 
this progress is not rapid. In many 
communities, poor rural ehurches 
and a lack of opportunity for re
ligious training of rural youth are 
among the most serious disadvan
tages of farm life. The rural 
church needs the help of every con
scientious and serious-minded per
son in the country districts. This 
offers opportunities to farm young 
people who want to be of service to 
their communities. 

Poor Rural Medical Service 
In earlie.r times, almost every 

small town had one or more doetors 
who served not only the town peo
ple, but the country people as well. 
In recent years, these small-town. 
doctors have largely gone and those 
remaining are mostly the older men. 
There are several Missouri coun .. 
ties, which now have only one doc
tor for 2000 to 3000 people. One 
might wonder what has become of 
these doctors and why they have 
left these small towns. The answer 
is simple. They have gone to larg
er towns, or cities, where there are 
good hospitals for their patients 
and more of them have become spe
cialists. Moreover, owing to the au
tomobile age, some of the smaller 
towns have decreased in size until 
there is very little chance for a doc
tor. Of course, farm families liv
ing on all-weather roads can reach 
a doctor rather readily, even when 
he is at a considerable distance. 
However, the remaining small-town 
doctors are largely the older ones, 
and it is becoming more difficult to 
get them to make country calls. 
Fortunately, the movement for 
building more hospitals, through the 
cooperation of communities in the 
medium to small-size towns, is mak
ing progress. Wherever a hospital 
is available nearby, there is a great
er chance of doctors locating in the 
smaller towns. These are matters 
which are certainly of much im
portance to one choosing a Ioca-. 
tion in which to farm. 
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While, as has been said, farming 
as an occupation has certain disad
vantages, it also has many advan
tages. For some, these advantages 
mean nothing; for others, they far 
outweigh the disadvantages. It is 
largely a matter of the likes and 
dislikes of the farmer, his love of 
the land and the opportunities he 
sees in farming as an occupation. 
A Farmer Is Almost 
Sure of a Living 

While it is true that some men 
lose money in the business of farm
ing and must finally give it up, 
most of them at least break even, 
and make a good living. Many 
make money, some of them rather 
large amounts of it. Studies have 
shown that when a man has a good 
knowledge of farming, or some spe
cial training in agriculture, he will 
usually secure a much larger finan
cial income than one who lacks this 
information. 

When farming is compared with 
. business in town the chances of suc
cess are quite favorable. Statistics 
show that not over 15 per cent of 
the business attempts in cities are 
sucessful. _ By 'far the greater per
centage of them result in failures. 
Moreover, when a man lives in the 
city and one hears of the large sal
ary he may have, or how success
ful certain men may be, it may seem 
that they are rolling in wealth. Yet 
it must be remembered that the 

city man must buy everything, he 
'must pay high rents for a home, or 
very high prices if he purchases one. 
Moreover, city taxes are high and 
there are many ot~er expenses he 
must meet. The farmer, on the 
other hand, in addition to his cash 
income, has a home and a supply 
of homegrown foods. In the long 
run, good farmers make as good a 
living and are as well off as most of 
the better class of city men. They 
are much better off than most men 
living in cities. 

Independence or Freedom 
In Farm Living 

The first thing usually mention
ed in a discussion of the advantages 
of farming is the independence or 
freedom it offers. The farmer is 
his own boss and he does not have 
to adjust his every action to the 
demands of a man over him. He 
punches no time clock; he comes 
and goes as he pleases. While his 
hours may often be longer than 
those of the town man, he sets his 
own time limits according to his 
needs. He has fresh air and usually 
good food and he has freedom to 
choose the things he wants to do. He 
is the head of his own business. He 
can make of it what his judgment, 
his wishes, his ability, and the ex
isting conditions may determine. 
Moreover, his work is varied and 
usually interesting. It hasn't the 
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This 15 the kind of far-m which brings profits to the owner and provides 
satisfactory living conditions for the whole family. 

monotony or sameness of that in 
most manufacturing plants. It i~ 

always offering problems which are 
interesting to solve. There is al
ways something new. 

It is, of course, true that freedom 
of action carries certain duties or 
responsibilities. Success or fail
ure in farming is largely in the 
farmer's hands. It is his duty to 
do as good a job as he can. The 
people depend upon him for their 
food supply. If he has a good farm, 
if he is not involved in heavy debts, 
if he has good judgment and busi
ness sense, and if he is in a region 

of generally favorable weather, suc
cess should be his. If these condi
tions do not prevail, his freedom of 
action and independence count for 
little, so far as his business success 
is concerned. Yet, there are satis
factions which, to many farmers, 
count for much more than business 
success. These are the freedoms 
for which our forefathers fought 
and which are a part of the very 
soul of the American farmer. It 
is in these freedoms, and this in
dependence, that farming excels al
most all other occupatiollil. 
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A Supply of Good Food 
Is Usually Assured 

The producers of food are entitled 
to first choice of it for their own 
use. It is , of course, true that some 
farmers market all first-quality 
products, because they bring the 
highest prices, saving the seconds 
for family use. Unless the farmer 
is badly in debt, and must make ev
ery dollar count, there is no excuse 
for marketing all the best. His 
family, after all, deserves first at
tention. Even the less well-to-do 
farmers may have plenty to eat and 
it is their own fault if they do not. 

With garden land available, with a 
knowledge of modern methods of 
canning and preserving readily ob
tainable, and with the ability of sup
plying their own meats, milk, and 
poultry products, farmers can live 
well. 

It may be wise to emphasize the 
importance of using home-grown 
products on the farm. Farmers 
have become so accustomed to buy
ing many things from the grocer
ies and food markets in the towns 
that they may have gone too far in 
this. There is little doubt that with 
good gardens, modern kitchens, and 

Home grown products give better health and more satisfactory living 
for the farm family. 
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home equipment, most of the food 
for a growing family can be grown, 
canned, frozen, or otherwise pre
pared for use, 'right on the farm. 
Of course, there are certain food 
materials that must be purchased 
and there are special products 
grown and shipped in from other 
climates which add greatly to the 
satisfactions in eating. However, 
the farm should furnish much of 
the food for the farm family. This 
will usually mean better food at less 
cost. 

It must be admitted that not all 
farmers have a well-balanced diet. 
This is because they do not all know 
what a proper diet includes, and be
cause many prefer to use the foods 
with which they were familiar in 
their youth. However, such farm 
families are learning what a proper 
diet means. The great educa:tional 
campaigns for better diets for all 
people, carried on through the agri
cultural colleges, the schools, the 
press, the radio, and many commer
cial firms, are reaching most farm 
people and they are becoming better 
informed. They are learning about 
proteins, carbohydrates, minerals, 
and vitaniins; how these affect hu
man health and how they are best 
supplied in farm foods. As a re
sult, the diets of fann people, even 
in the lower income groups are im
proving, and their meals are bet
ter balanced than ever before. 

Good Farm Homes Are 
Fine Places to Live 

The American home has always 
been one of the safeguards of our 
democracy and nowhere is this bet-

ter shown than in the well-organiz
ed farm home. Here the children 
have their regular tasks and the 
members of the family all work to
gether. The different individuals 
are commonly at home in the eve
nings and the things they do are 
usually of a wholesome nature. In 
the cities and larger towns, it is 
often quite different. Here, the fa
ther is almost always away during 
the day, and in some cases, the 
mother also. In such cases, the 
children often have too little care 
and too little work to do. As a re
sult, they may have the run of the 
streets at most times outside of 
school hours. To such conditions, 
country children are not exposed. 
If all the homes of the nation had 
the same conditions as those sur
rounding most of those in the coun
try, it would be better for our dem
ocracy. 

A Balanced System of 
Farming Is Ideal 

Satisfactory living on a farm de
pends on the way in which the farm 
operations are organized. A farm
er may do some things well and 
others poorly. For instance, he 
may be a good corn grower but 
poor in handling livestock. On the 
other hand, he may be a good live
stock man and yet fail in the pro
duction of large yields of crops. He 
may make lots of money from the 
farm and still have a very poor 
home for his family. He may have 
all kinds of modern farm machin
ery and have very few conveniences 
in the home for his wife. 

The really good farmer is the one 



CIRCULAR 360 29 

who farms well and keeps all the 
important things in balance." He 
follows what may be called a bal
anced system of farming. He han
dles his soil, through proper man
agement and treatment, so that it 
produces high yields of crops. He 
also constantly maintains or im
proves it in fertility. He uses those 
cropping systems which supply an 
abundance of the right kinds of feed 
for the livestock he keeps, and pos
sibly for a crop or two for sale. 
He so manages the business side of 
farming that, in most years, at 
least, the farm operations bring a 
good net income. Moreover, he uses 
some of the net income to provide 
a good home with modern conven
iences, to give his children an edu
cation, to support his church, school 
and other worthwhile community 
activities and to' make possil;>le some 
fun and vacation trips for himself 
and family. This is balanced farm
ing in the best sense. The Missouri 
College of Agriculture and other 
farm agencies in the state have 
been helping farmers to adopt such 
systems. As a result, there are now 
approximately 20,000 farmers who 
are following complete balanced 
farming systems or who have gone 
part way in working them out. 

Many examples of balanced farm
ing systems might be given but 
that of a 120 acre dairy farm in 
southwestern Missouri is a good 
one. On this farm the soil is being 
fully conserved by proper soil treat
ment and terracing. The cropping 
system provides much good pasture 
and feed crops for the dairy cows. 

All the farm buildings and the house 
have been modernized. The results 
are shown by the annual increase in 
milk production from 65,500 pounds 
in 1944 to 118,850 pounds in 1949. 
During this same time the milk 
value increased from $2000 to 
$5500 and the gross returns of the 
farm from $4800 to $8100. Fur
therresults are shown in the 
many . conveniences of the farm 
home and in the education of the 
children. 

Certainly the success of the farm
er and the life of the farm family 
cannot be at their best unless some 
such system is followed. The fu
ture will doubtless see more and 
more farmers following such plans. 
This should be the ideal for every 
young person who takes up farm
ing as an occupation.. 
The Farm Is' a Good Place 
To Raise a Family 

Some people think that life in 
the city gives the young people an 
advantage over those in the coun
try. It must be admitted that most 
city children have certain advan
tages, but they also have disadvan
tages. As has been indicated, they 
usually have too much free time 
when they are not required to work 
and this time is often poorly used. 
Rural children, on the other hand, 
are constantly dealing with Nature' 
and things of the open country, in
to which their lives are fitted. Early 
in life, they are given certain du
ties around the farm and the farm 
home and they learn to appreciate 
the value of work well done. Most of 
their duties present problems which 
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they must use their best efforts in 
solving. They therefore develop an 
ingenuity and an ability to over
come difficulties which are not so 
common in city youth. Further
more, their close touch with Nature 
develops an appreciation of the won
ders of the universe of which they 
are a part. They cannot live with 
the rains, the snows, the winds, the 
storms, the blue of the sky, the sun
rises and the sunsets, without ab
sorbing something not found among 
the buildings and on the streets of 
cities. 

These are some of the things 
which set apart the lives of rural 
youth from those of children raised 
in the cities. Along with these go 

the opportunities for good food and 
healthful living in the open country, 
the simple pleasures, and the con
ditions which encourage the devel
opment of real strength of charac
ter. The young men and women 
with such early experiences and 
training can usually be depended 
upon to give a good account of them
selves in whatever place in life they 
may be thrown. 
Farming as a Way of Life 

In considering farming as an oc
cupation, most people think of it 
as a means of making a living. How
ever, for almost all farmers, it is 
also a way of life. Certainly, farm
ing is greatly different from most 
other occupations. It is an inde-

This Is the kind of farm home, complete with comforts and con'Veniences. 
which makes country living so satisfactory. 
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pendent business. which the farmer 
operates on land he owns or rents, 
quite separate from the businesses 
of other farmers around him, ex
cept as they join in cooperative un
dertakings. It is in such a setting, 
in the open country, that he and his 
family carryon. It is here that 
they deal with soils of different 
kinds which under the newer meth
ods of management, become surpris
ingly interesting. 

There are also the plants, both 
wild and cultivated, which offer a 
wide field for study. On almost 
every farm there are both wild and 
domesticated animals with which 
the farm family deals. The selec
tion, feeding and care of farm ani
mals touches the lives and hearts 
of almost every farm boy and girl. 
There is something in the handling 
of good farm animals that is high
ly satisfying. It gives both the 
younger and the older people a feel
ing of responsibility and makes of 
the farm a good place to live. 

It must be remembered that the 
life of the farm family is not all 
work. There are times for recrea
tion and play. There are the op
portunities of roaming the fields 
and fishing in their own streams 
and ponds. Moreover, at night the 
wide open spaces seem to bring the 
stars nearer to them. All of these 
together, develop a feeling of free
dom that only farm life can give. 
For the person with a genuine love 
of the land, farming provides a way 
of life which few other occupations 
can offer. 

The Farm Is a Good Place 
To Think Things Through 

The farmer has much opportuni
ty for quiet thinking. He is not 
troubled with the rush and roar of 
the city. He has time to think 
things through, and in so doing, he 
usually reaches wiser judgments 
than do those who live in constant 
excitement or turmoil. It is large
ly for this reason that the farm
ers of the country have always been 
known as a stable and dependable 
people. And this is of great im
portance, not only to the country, 
but to the farmers themselves. The 
qualities which most farmers pos
sess, with reference to strength of 
character, to patriotism, and to the 
national welfare, come in no small 
degree from their habit of think
ing things through. The opportuni
ty to think quietly on matters of 
common interest is one of the real 
advantages of country living. It 
has been said that the farm offers 
"the quiet solitudes, where one may 
steal away and be alone and yet 
not lonely." 

It must not be inferred that in 
their thinking, individual farmers 
always reach proper conclusions re
garding either local or national 
questions. As a matter of fact, some 
of them may develop strong preju
dices which are never overcome. 
Yet, in the main, the farmers as a 
class, in spite of less formal school
ing than is common to many other 
groups, can be depended upon to 
think straight on most matters of 
general interest and to see things 



32 MISSOURI AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

about as they are. They tend to de
velop a practical sense and a type of 
homely wisdom which are among 
their most outstanding character
istics. 
The Farm Can Provide for Old Age 

It is of much importance to know 
that as medical knowledge and aids 
have improved, people live longer, 
so that the number of old folks is 
steadily increasing. One person in 
twelve in the United States is now 
over 65 years of age and it is ex
pected that in another thirty years 
the number may be one in eight. 
This presents a serious problem of 
old age care. Fortunately, most 
people who own farms have a great 
advantage over many of those in 
other occupations in providing for 
the future. They usually have 
funds or a farm income on which to 
live. Moreover, they have the farm 
on which much of their food may be 

produced. Where there is a son 
who takes over the farm, an extra 
house may be provided, if there 
is not one already, so that both the 
younger and older people may have 
their own homes. The parents will 
then still have a home, a garden 
and a poultry lot, while they will 
continue to retain an interest in the 
farm itself. 

It is of interest to observe that, 
as a rule, farm reared people re
tain a closer interest in their par
ents than do those reared in cities 
and they commonly find a way of 
caring for them. This is largely due 
to the fact that lack of room under 
modern housing conditions in cities 
makes it almost impossible for 
many of the younger generation to 
care for the older ones in their 
own homes. Certainly the farm of
fers a great deal in the way of se
curity for old age. 

Farm people like these can be depended upon (or straight thinking 
and good judgment regarding rural problems. 
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There are people who are well 
adapted to farm life and there are 
others who are not. People adapt
ed to farming are those who have a 

. natural aptitude for it and a real in
terest in those things with which 
the farmer deals. People who are 
not adapted to it are those who 
have no knack for handling farm 
operations or who have no interest 
in. farm life. There are, of course, 
people between these two extremes 
who, even if not perfectly adapted 
to farming, either by experience or 
training, can overcome such handi
caps and become very successful 
farmers. Some of the best farmers 
in the country were originally in 
business in a city or town but who, 
through a failure in health, or for 
some other cause, went to the coun
try to live. Often, these men learn 
farm operations, apply their busi
ness training to the complex busi
ness of farming, and succeed. This 
requires a patience in learning the 
details of farm operations which 
not all men possess. but some of 
them have it and become outstand
ing successes. 
Not All Rural Youth 
Can Remain on Farms 

The birthrate in the country is 
higher than that in the cities. For 
this reason, there is not room for 
all the young people who are born 
in the country to remain on the 
land. There are not enough farms 
or jobs to go around. In the decade 

1940-50 only about 48 per cent of 
the farm youth of Missouri who 
reached 20 years of age were need
ed for taking the places of farmers 
who died or retired. While, as a re
sult of World War II, there has been 
some increase, probably temporary, 
in the rural birthrate, the actual 
trend through the last few decades 
has been downward. At the same 
time, the great development of agri
cultural machinery has made still 
fewer people necessary on farms, 
so that there are more farm youth 
coming of age than are needed to. 
replace the farmers whose active 
lives are ending through aging or 
through death. 

Cities have always profited great
ly by the incoming numbers from 
the country. This has been due in 
part to the fact that the birthrate 
of the cities has not been high 
enough to maintain their popula
tions. Moreover, most incoming 
young country men and women 
have been of good quality who 
know what work means, and this 
has been of real advantage to the 
cities. At the same time, the cities 
have provided real opportunities to 
many young people from the rural 
areas, although some have become 
laborers at low rates of pay. 

There are continued opportunities 
for bright young men and women 
in cities and towns although many 
of our cities are becoming too large 
and too crowded to provide satis-



34 MISSOURI AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

factory living conditions. On the 
other hand, the opportunities for 
intelligent, trustworthy young peo
ple in the country are greater than 
they ever were before. Certainly, 
there should be at least as many of 
our most promising young people 
who remain on farms as go to the 
cities and towns for their life work. 
Of course, there are many rural 
youth who are not interested in 
farming and who will continue to 
leave the country. As a result, al
most every farm youth who really 
wants a farm can find one. He may 
be a tenant or manager at first, 
but if he is good he will finally have 
a farm of his own. 
Those Who Inherit Farms Have 
The Greatest Opportunity 

The people who can most readily 
take up farming as an occupation, 
are those who inherit good farms, 
who have farm experience and who 
are adapted to farm life. However, 
where a farm comes to a young 
man from his father's estate, it is 
important that he should be the 
only heir to the farm or possibly 
one of two or three heirs. Other
wise, the share which he would own 
in the farm may be so small that 
he could not safely take over the 
full indebtedness by buying out the 
others. Some of the most unfor
tunate experiences among young 
farmers have been in cases where 
they have attempted to do just this. 
However, where a man inherits a 
good farm, with little or no debt, 
and where he has experience and 
the ability to farm properly, this 
is the ideal situation. 

Those Who Have Real 
Business Ability 

Since farming is a complex busi
ness, those who have natural busi
ness abtlity are most likely to suc
ceed. This is especially true of those 
who inherit or otherwise come into 
possession of a good farm without 
excess indebtedness. It is on such 
a farm that business ability usually 
shows to best advantage. Often, 
such men are not particularly inter
ested in farming as a way of life or 
even in the farm as a place to live. 
Some such men may live in town 
and go back and forth each day by 
car. These are the men who are in
terested in farming largely from the 
standpoint of money return. Some
times such men lease land and apply 
up-to-date farming methods to it. 
Such large scale management of 
leased farms, is common in south
eastern Missouri and in some other 
areas where the soils are good. In 
such areas it offers real opportuni
ties to men with business ability. It 
is not likely to be very common in 
most parts of the state. A type of 
management, similar to this, is that 
in which a large land owner either 
employs a manager or goes into 
partnership with him for handling 
his farm properly. Where the land 
is good and the landlord reasonable, 
such a managership offers a real op
portunity for a young man with 
business ability and a knowledge of 
farming. 

For young farmers just starting, 
it is often difficult for them to 
judge their own business ability, 
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which after all, is largely a matter 
of native traits rather than of train
ing. Usually, experience in the man
agement of a small farm, sometimes 
the home farm, is necessary in order 
to test one's business ability. 
Those Who Love the SoU 
Should Remain on It 

A dyed-in-the-wool farmer is one 
who loves the soil and. all that goes 
with it. A love of the soil is a trait 
that comes to one through interest
ing farm experiences in youth, 
through the guidance of good par
ents, who are themselves lovers of 
the soil, or possibly through some 
inborn interest. The lovers of the 
soil are the ones commonly found 
on our farms, large or small. Stud
ies of the attitudes of even the less 
successful farmers economically, 
in certain average Missouri coun
ties, have· shown that three-fourths 
of them are farmers because they 
prefer this type of life. When rea-

sonable or good business success 
goes along with this love of the soil, 
and when the farmer is able to have 
a modern home as a plac'e to raise 
a fine family, there is nothing 
which gives greater satisfactions. 
These people are usually leaders in 
their neighborhoods, in rural edu
cation, the rural church, the farm 
organizations, the Jarm coopera
tives, and in other farm groups 
working for community betterment. 
Such people lead lives that develop 
the finest things in their natures. 
They can certainly be known as 
the "salt of the earth." 

Liberty Hyde Bailey has said that 
the requirements for a good farmer 
are these: 

"The ability to make a full and 
comfortable living from the land; 
to raise a family carefully and well; 
to be of good service to the com
munity; to leave the farm more pro
ductive than when he took it." 
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