
UM Staff Advisory Council Minutes for June 1, 2016 
 
The UM System Staff Advisory Council met on June 1, 2016, at University Hall.   
 
Present: Melanie Barger, Heather Dempsey, Kelli Hathman, Jonas Ditch, Nishant Jain, John 
Layman, Leyanna Long, Jennifer Oetting, Nancy Tharpe. 
 
President Melanie Barger called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  She informed that Nancy 
requested to step down as Secretary. For the remainder period until October 2016, Nishant Jain 
was unanimously nominated and accepted to serve in the spot of Secretary.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer John Layman reported a balance of $4470.60. John mentioned 
that if we have something to purchase, we should do it now. There was additional discussion about 
expenses related to Columbia Parks & Rec.  

Session 1 Updates:   

Trivia Planning: The team discussed about Trivia planning and number of teams registered. We had 10 
teams registered so far. Ashley, Jennifer & Nishant volunteered for Registration booth for Trivia.  John 
volunteered to be the MC for the Trivia event. Leyanna did Trivia logistics planning and organization of 
the event logistics at Missouri State High School Athletics Assoc (MSHSAA). Nishant, to help with 
venue setup. All of us volunteered to be help with setup, scorers and runners. We discussed door prizes 
and everyone gave suggestions to Leyanna. Together, we reviewed the PowerPoint for the Quiz that was 
put together by Ashley from the questions that all team members had sent. Ashley mentioned that she 
added tiebreakers to some sections and replaced some questions. Everyone applauded at the lovely 
presentation put together by Ashley.  

Guests 
Mike Kateman, director of internal communications for UM System, returned to facilitate 
discussion about finalizing SAC’s changes to the SAC mission and vision statement.  Mike 
Kateman had put together a final draft statement.  
 
Session for Finalizing SAC Mission Statement 

With Mike and Melanie leading the discussion, the SAC team reviewed the newly drafted 
mission statement. Mike also showed a video about the mission of the UM System to get SAC 
feedback. We then discussed on how to accomplish each area of the vison statement and recognized 
elements from our UM System mission that might overlap with SACs mission & vision. We discussed 
how to use the four vision statements strategically by matching activities and events the SAC 
performs every year to those statements. We discussed some key words in mission statement 
like relations vs relationships. After making changes based on above discussions, everyone 
voted and the group voted to finalize Mike’s draft of the mission statement. Jonas made a motion 



to accept and approve the new mission and vision and it was seconded by Jennifer & John. All were in 
favor and there was no opposition.  

Thanks to Mike: The team thanked Mike for his help and continued the Trivia planning and 
discussion for other upcoming events.  
 
Session 2 - Other updates: 

• Venue, Directions, Roles and tasks for Trivia event were discussed and confirmed.  
• We discussed when everyone should reach for set up help the day before and on the 

day of the event. 
• Door prizes and Raffles to be announced at each round were discussed.  
• Every team will order or bring lunch. Pizza will be ordered by SAC team for lunch. 

Heather volunteered to pick up Pizza.  
• Leyanna and Kelli provided updates about planning for Picnic & Kickball Registration 

discussion : At &T possible sponsor  
Suggested gift items: Solar LED walk-lights, USB chargers, Grilling spatula cleaning kit 

• Heather & Kelli: 360 feedback on supervisors. Talk to your colleagues and bring feedback  

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nishant Jain 
Interim Secretary 


