
were completed in 1959 west of McAlester Hall on Sixth 
Street. South of them on Sixth Street is rhe new Electrical 
Engineering Building, completed in rhe spring of 1960 at a 
cost of $1,300,000; the building housing rhe Naval ROTC of 
the University; and the Industrial Arts Building, now under 
construction. The University power plant, rhe Maintenance 
Building, and a building housing rhe purchasing departments, 
the construction department, and storage rooms, lie west of 
these Sixth Street buildings. Still farther west are a group of 
red brick buildings containing 208 one and rwo bedroom 
apartments for married students with children. 

On rhe southwest corner of the West Campus is the 
University Education Building, which houses rhe University 
Laboratory Schools administered by rhe College of Educa
tion . Mosr of rhe administrative offices and some classrooms 
of this college are in Hill Hall, north of the Educarion Build
ing. 

On the southeast corner of rhe West Campus is Lee H. 
Tate Hall , a gift to the University to house the School of 
Law; a large addition ro Tare Hall is presenrl y being con
srrucred. 

In rhe block-wide area separating rhe Easr and West 
Campuses, rhe central portion of rhe University Library was 
consrrucred in 1914, forming a link between rhe campuses. 
A subsranrial west wing was added ro rhe Library in 1934, 
and a $3,500,000 addition is now being consrrucred on rhe 
easr. 

Also in this central block are rhe new Busines~ and Pub
lic Adminisrrarion Building, ar South Ninth Street and Uni
versity Avenue, completed late in 1959 at a cosr of $1,500,000, 
and a Fine Arts Center, extending along Hitt Street orposire 
rhe Student Union. This Center, which will house rlie De
parrmenrs of Art, Music, and Speech and Dramatic Arts, is 
expected ro be completed in 1960 ar a cost of $1,800,000. 

The main entrance to rhe Easr Campus is through Me
morial Tower, dedicated in 1926 as a memorial ro rhose stu
dents who had lost their lives in World War I. Students, 
alumni, and friends of the University pledged rhe funds 
for irs consrrucrion. Adjoining Memorial Tower on rhe north 
is the new Memorial Student Union, completed in 1952 to 
honor students who died in World War II. East of the tower 
is the new non-denominational A. P. Green Memorial 
Chapel , a gift to the University. 

The East Campus was begun with construction of 
Whitten Hall immediatel y north of the Student Union. 
Mumford Hall, Waters Hall and Lefevre Hall , faci ng Univer
sity Avenue between Hitt Street and College Avenue, were 
built next. Since these bui ldings housed offices, classrooms, 
and laboratories of the College of Agriculture, the East 
Campus was first called the "Ag Campus." Larer, because its 
white limestone buildings contrasted with the red brick of 
the East Campus. it was called the " White Ca mpus." 
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The white limestone buildings located clockwise around 
rhe new quadrangle from Lefevre Hall include Stephens Hall, 
housing wildlife conservation; Schweitzer and Schlundt Halls, 
housing chemistry; Curtis Hall, housing genetics; and Gwynn 
Hall , a gift to the University to house home economics. The 
physics department occupies Stewart Hall, located near the 
center of the East Campus. 

Just to the south of Memorial Tower and facing Hitt 
Street are Gentry Hall, a residence hall for women students; 
Read Hall , once a dormitory but now housing administrative 
offices ; and the Women's Gymnasium. South of these white 
limestone buildings is the new Agricultural Building. 

A group of major buildings on the far southeast corner 
of the campus includes Connaway Hall and a large semi
permanent building nearby which house the School of Veteri
nary Medicine; a group of temporary buildings now housing 
the School of Forestry; and several permanent and semi
permanent buildings with facilities for various departments of 
the College of Agriculture. Sanborn Field, oldest agricultural 
experiment field west of the Mississippi, is in this area. Ir has 
been in continuous research operation since 1888. 

Another major group of buildings lie south of the main 
campuses. Johnston Hall, residence hall for 318 freshman 
women is on the corner of Rollins and Hitt streets, and across 
Hitt Street is Rothwell Gymnasium for men, and Brewer 
Field House. South of the Gymnasium is a group of eight 
residence halls and a large cafeteria which houses and feeds 
1,290 men. Four of rhese residence halls were completed in 
1959. Southeast of these halls is a new group of gray brick 
apartments buildings accommodating 152 married students 
with children, and 90 prefabricated buildings to house faculty 
and staff members in critical need of living quarters. 

West of rhese groups of residence facilities rises the new 
Medical Center, constructed in the late 1950's at a cost of 
more than $13,600,000. The Center includes a 441-bed reach
ing hospital, a residence hall to house 106 student nurses, and 
a Medical Sciences Building which is presently being en
larged with an $800,000 addition to be devoted to medical 
research. 

Northwest of the Medical Center is the University 
Armory, which houses administrative offices and some class
rooms of the Army and Air Force ROTC units of the Uni
versity. 

Still farther west are three new nine-story dormitories 
grouped about a large one-story cafeteria; these serve 1,044 
wo men students. 

Memorial Stadium, which seats 40,000, is situated in a 
natural bowl south of these dormitories. Across the high
way to the west of the Stadium are the new athletic facilities: 
a baseball field and grandstand; an athletic dressing room; a 
number of football practice fields ; and a beautiful 18-hole 
golf course, gift of an alumnus. 
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VISITOR'S GUIDE 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

A VISITOR entering the campus of the University of Mis
souri through the main Gateway at Columbia's South Eighth 
and Elm Streets is greeted with a view of six majestic Ionic 
columns, silent sentinels over all tradition at the University. 

1 These columns supported the north portico of old Academic 1 Hall and are all that remain of rhat building, which was de
stroyed by fire in 1892. Erected in 1840, the old Hall was rhe 
first building on the campus of the first state university west 

'of the Mississippi River. 
In the background of this view of the Columns is Jesse 

:'-. Hall, named for the eighth president of the University. Com-i pleted in 1895 to replace rhe burned building , Jesse Hall t'ses the administrative offices of rhe University and of the 
. ege of Arts and Science, the first division established at 

~ University. A new auditorium was added to rhe east wing 
he Hall several years ago. 

· The University of Missouri was established by the Geyer 

~

Act, passed by the Missouri Legislature in 1839, only eighteen 
years after the State was admitted to the Union. The Geyer 
Act was modeled closely after the Virginia statute, drawn 

~ and sponsored by Thomas Jefferson, which had created the 
University of Virginia just twenty years earlier. 

· Today, the Jefferson Monument, original headstone from 
the grave of the rhird President, stands west of the north 
entrance to J esse Hall. Designed by Jefferson himself and cut 
from granite on his estate ar Monticello, the headstone was 
presented to the University of Missouri in 1885 by his heirs. 
Since Jefferson was deeply interested in higher education in 

erica and instrumental in the Louisiana Purchase, the 
headstone appropriately commemorates rhe coming of highe1 

~ ducation into the vast territory of the Purchase. 
The first Board of Curators of the University mer under 

~ large oak tree .on October 10, 1839, and selected the site for 
Academic Hall near the center of a ten-acre tract donated b) 
the citizens of Boone County. The cornerstone was laid J uly ,, 
4, 1840, and the building was dedicated in 1843. 

In the meantime, University classes began April 14, 1841 
·n a small brick building which had housed Columbia Col
ege. The headquarters building of the Missouri State Teachers 
Association now stands on the exact spot on Columbia's 
outh Sixth Street, and was designed to duplicate the archi

tecture of the original building. 


