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LOW-INCOME FARMERS IN MISSOURI 

Their Contacts with Potential Sources of Farm 
and Home Information 

HERBERT F .. L JONBERCER1 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The fanner learns about life and conditions in the larger society by asso· 

ciating with other people and by impersonal contacts provided through mass 

communication media. There was a time when topography .• geographic dis· 

tances and lack of communication facilities imposed a serious barrier to the 

movement of people and the exchange of ideas. Although technology has ren· 

dered these barriers of increasingly less importance, others, less tangible and 

more subtle in their operation, have appeared. Growing cultural and social 

barriers, perhaps even now, restrict personal contacts and the exchange of 

ideas as much as geographic and distance factors ever did. Evolving special 

interests, increasing economic differentials and tenure status differences are 

breaking down the freedom and spontaneity of association once characteristic 

of the rural neighborhood. Although social distances created cannot be meas· 

ured in terms of time or space units they vitally inAuence the diffusion of farm 

and home information. This is evident in the difficulty the College of Agricul· 

ture has in getting information to low-income farmers and getting them to use 

it. Within an easy 10-minute ride of the College of Agriculture there are 

full-time low-income fanners who have never met a county agent. There are 

those who have never secured information directly from the college and those 

who don't even know that college bulletins may be had free. Obviously failure 

to reach them is not due to the absence of communication facilities for the 

college is located on a network of telephone lines and all·weather roads over 

which they make frequent trips to town. On Saturday many congr~gate on 

street corners within easy walking distance of both the county agent's office 

and the College of Agriculture without making contact with either. Explanation 

for the failure to do so must be sought in those subtle social and cultural fac· 

tors which bar or limit contacts capable of yielding useful farm and home 

1mormation. This study is concerned with the contacts which low-income 

farmers have with potential sources of farm and home information and the 

factors which appear to condition them. A description of characteristics of 

these farmers has already been published.2 An analysis of the use made of 

farm and home information will be presented in a later publication. 

'The writer gratefully acknowledges the continual advice and assistance of Dr. C. E. 
Lively under whose direction this study was planned and executed. 

Acknowledgment is also extended to C. L. Gregory, who critically read the manuscript 
and offered valuable suggestions. 

'Lionberger, Herbert F., Low-Income Farmers in Missouri: Situation and Characteristic.< 
of 459 Farm Operators in Four Social Area B Counties, Research Bulletin 413, A~ricuhurtl 
Experiment Station, University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, 1948. 
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II. THE FARMERS INTERVIEWED 
During the late spring months of 1946 schedules were taken from 459 

full-time farm operators3 and their wives, who were rated in the lower economic 
third by local committeemen on the basis of the value of farm products sold 
off the farm. Farmers were selected from all major soil types in DeKalb, 
Shelby, Boone, and Vernon counties taken as representative of a relatively 
homogeneous social and cultural area of the state referred to as Social Area B 
by Lively and Gregory.4 (See Map 1.) This area is comprised of 52 north 

SOCIAL AREA B 

B 

Map 1. Rural Social Area B, State of Missouri, 1940 and Counties Selected for Sam· 
piing Low-Income Farm Operator Population. 

and west central Missouri counties where the possibilities for agricultural de· 
velopment and improvement of farm life are very favorable. Farm incomes, 
levels of living and standards of education are higher here than for the state 
as a whole. Conditions of soil fertility, rainfall and temperature combine to 
favor the production of grain and livestock which finds a ready market in near· 

'Defined as Ianners who were enpged more than half-time in farm operations on farms 
rented or owned. Rural dwellers receh·ing old age assistance and those persons. who M· 
nuse of ajle, were no lon.,er actively enp:ap:ed in farmintt were excluded from the sample. 

'Lively, C. E .. and Grej!ory, C. L, Rural Social Artas in Minouri. Research Bulletin 305, 
A~triruhural Experiment Station, University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, 1939, pp. 8·1 I. 



RESEARCH BULLETIN 441 5 

by metropolitan centers. Although Area B is relatively homogeneous from a 
cultural standpoint, counties were selected to represent both the average and 
such extremes as did exist. The number of farmers selected from each of the 
four counties was determined by the estimated percentage of full-time farmers 
living there in 1945.5 · 

The median gross farm income reported was 8763, which was less than 
half that for all farmers in Area B in 1945. Although there was a considerable 
ran·ge in income all had low incomes6 in comparison to their neighbors. The 
median age exceeded that of all Area B farmers by about 4 years. They had 
about the same amount of schooling and were a relatively stable group. Ap
proximately 70 per cent owned their own farms. Since they live in a good 
farming area and on some of the best land as well as the poor, they cannot 
be viewed as an inevitable product of the limited natural resources from which 
they draw their subsistence. The possibil ity of improving their situation where 
they are located is good. 

III. PERSONAL CONTACTS W ITH POT ENTIAL SOURCES OF 
FARM INFORMATION 

Farm Organizations.- Since the Agricultural Extension Service promotes 
much of its work through farm organizations, group association is an especially 
important consideration in the diffusion of farm and home information. Low· 
income farmers, however, are notably lacking in contacts of this kind. Only 
31 per cent of them were members of a farm organization and less than 7 per 

Under $500- $1000 
$500 999 & over 

GROSS FARM INCOME 

Per Cent 40 __;:...:;.:.,~;;;.;...-~ 

20 

0 
Under 5·8 9 & 

5 over 
YEARS SCHOOLING COMPLETED 

Figure I. Operator Membership in Fann Organizations, by Income and Schooling. 

'For a more detailed description of method see Research Bulletin 41~. Low-lnco".'c 
Farmers in Missouri: Situation and Characteristics o/ 459 Farm Operators tn Four Socwl 
Area 8 Counties, Agricultural Experiment Station, University of Missouri, 1948, PP· 6-7. 

'Throughout this bulletin farm income refers to gross value of farm products sold off 
the farm. 
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cent were members of as many as two. Low group membership was character
istic of all aged farmers in all counties. Low income was also associated with 
a low percentage of membership in farm organizations. After a gross income 
of 81000 per year, membership shows a pronounced upward trend. (See Fig· 
ure 1.) Such an upward trend was even more pronounced in relation to in· 
creasing years schooling of farm operator. About a fifth of those who had 
gone to school less than 5 years belonged to one or more farm organizations 
compared to approximately 39 per cent of those who had finished 9 grades 
or more. 

Whether or not the family owned an automobile or truck seemed to have 
little bearing on farm organization membership; however, location on an all· 
weather road was important. About 39 per cent of the operators Jiving on 
all-weather roads were members of one or more farm organizations compared 
to only one-fourth of those who lived on dirt roads. This difference still holds 
when farm income is held constant.7 

About one-fifth of the farmers belonged to the Missouri Farmers Associa· 
tion. At all ages and at all educational and income levels M. F. A. membership 
headed the list of farm organization membership. This lead held for all coun· 
ties except DeKalb where Extension Association membership took precedence 
with 20 per cent of the farmers interviewed. The fact that M. F. A. member
ship can be earned rather than paid in cash probably appeals more to farmers 
with low incomes than to those with higher incomes. 

Extension Association membership was important only in DeKalb County. 
Membership was very closely related to high income, educational attainment, 
and to land ownership. No farmer with a gross income under SSOO per year 
was a member, while 43 per cent of those with incomes of SlOOO or more were. 
Between these two extremes the relationship of income and membership was 
consistent. No farmer with less than 5 years schooling was a member com
pared to one-third of those with 9 or more years schooling. One in eight who 
had completed 5·8 years schooling were members. On a land tenure basis the 
percentages for owners and renters were 18 and 8, respectively. Since the 
purpose of this organization is to provide counsel and support for the county 
agents, it follows that renters and farmers with the lower incomes and those 
wi th little schooling are not providing proportional local support for the Agri
cultural Extension Service. 

About 13 per cent of the wives were members of extension clubs. The 
proportion ranged from 23 per cent of the wives in DeKalb County to 5 per 
cent in Vernon County. In Shelby and Boone counties the percentages were 18 
and 6, respectively. Membership did not divide so sharply along farm income 

'Corresponding percentages for operators with gross incomes of less than $500 per year 
were 35 and 19, respectively; for those with gross incomes of $1000 and over the correspond· 
ing ligures were 44 and 33, respectively; and for the SS00-999 category 37 and 22, respec
tively. 
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Jines as in the case of farm operators. Fourteen per cent of the wives from 
households with gross incomes under $500 were members compared to 16 per 
cent from households in the 81000 and over bracket. (See Figure 2.) Only 
about 10 per cent of those in the 8500-999 bracket were members. On the 
other hand, membership and years schooling completed by the wife were 
closely related. No wife with less than 5 years schooling was a member but 
18 per cent of those with 9 or more yea rs were. The 5-8 year group tallied at 
11 per cent. Thus school attainment of the wife had more to do with par· 
ticipation in extension clubs than any other factor considered. 

20 Per Cent 

Under $500- $1000 
$500 999 & over 

GROSS FARM INCOME 

20 ~P~e~r~C~e=n~~------------

Under 5-8 9 & 
5 over 

YEARS SCHOOLING COMPLETED 

Figure 2. Percentage of Wives Reportin~: Extension Club Membership, by Income and 
Schoo lin{:. 

County Extension Agents.S-Jn 37 per cent of the households either the 
farm operator or his wife had conferred with a county agent or attended a 
farm meeting where one was present during the survey year. The number con· 
ferring with agents amounted to 71 per cent of the survey households in DeKalb 
County. In Vernon and Boone County the percentages were 27 and 28, respec· 
tively. Thirty-four per cent of the Shelby County households had been in con· 
tact with a county agent. 

About twice as many farm operators as wives had contacts with county 
agricultural or home demonstration agents duririg the survey year. In 22 per 
cent of the households contacts with county agents were made only by the 

''All the survey counties were staffed with one or more county agents and a home dem
onstration agent during 1945 and 1946. Boone County bad one county agent, one associate 
county agent, one assistant county a~tent, one home demonstration agent, and one assistant 
home demonstration agent. DeKalb County and Vernon County each had one county agent, 
one assistant county agent and one home demonstration asent. Shelby County had one 
county agent and one home demonstration agent. 
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SO --~P~er~C~e~n~t __________ __ 

Under $500- $1000 
$500 999 & over 

GROSS FARM INCOM E 

SO ~P~e~r~C~e~n~t __________ ___ 

20-----

0 
Under 5-8 9 & 

5 over 
YEARS SCHOOLING COMPLETE 

Figure 3. Percenta~e of Farm Operators Who Had Contact With County Agents, by 
Income and Schoolinp;. 

operator. In only 6 per cent of the cases were contacts made only by the wife. 
In all counties there were more cases where the only contact was made by the 
operator than cases where the only contact was made by the wife. 

Closely related factors were farm income, tenure status, years schooling of 
operator, farm organization membership and AAA participation. Only 15 per 
cent of the farm operators with gross incomes of less than 5500 had conferred 
with a county agent or attended a farm meeting where one was present com· 
pared to 46 per cent with incomes of SIOOO and over. For those with gross 
incomes of $2000 and over the proportion was 69 per cent. The comparable 
figure for the SS00-999 group was 27 per cent. (See Figure 3.) The wife's 
contact with the county agent was also related to gross farm income, but not 
to the same extent as the operator. Twelve per cent of the wives representing 
households with gross incomes under SSOO had contacts with one or more coun· 
ty agents during the survey year, compared to one-fifth of those from house· 
holds of $1000 and over. A very distinct association of farm operators in 
contact with county agents and gross farm income was found in each of the 
counties studied ";th ranges within counties of as much as 30 per cent between 
the highest and lowest farm income brackets. In the case of wives, county 
differences were smaller and membership wa~ not 1h n :· s greater as gross farm 
income increased. By tenure st:'.!us tl.~ . . • <.:IIW):C3 of farm operators having 
contact with county agents ''"~ 41 for owners and 26 for renters. 

The percentage of farm operators and wives conferring with county agents 
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or attending farm meetings where one was present rose consistently with years 
schooling completed. Under 8 per cent of the operators with less than 5 years 
schooling had contacts with a county agent compared to 31 per cent of those 
with 5-8 years and 45 per cent of those with 9 or more. (See Figure 3.) In 
general the same held for the wives. None of the wives with less than 5 years 
schooling experienced contacts with a county agent compared to one-fifth of 
those completing nine or more years and 15 per cent completing 5 to 8 grades 
inclusive. In all four counties there was a close positive relationship between 
the percentages of farm operators and wives who had contacts with county 
agents and educational attainment of both husband and wife. Not a single 
exception was found. 

Whatever other influence the AAA program may have had on farm life it 
likely caused many farmers to meet county agents who had never met one before. 
Sixty-three per cent of the operators who had participated in the AAA program 
had met one or more county agents compared to 37 per cent of those who had 
never participated in any phase of the program. This type of difference was 
found in all four of the survey counties. Seeing the county agent and hearing 
him talk is helpful in getting farmers to use his services.9 

Since the Agricultural Extension Service makes an effort to reach farmers 
through farm clubs and organizations, there should be a positive relationship 
between membership in farm organizations and contacts. with the county agents. 
Such was the case. Thirty-five per cent of the farm operators, who were mem
bers of one or more farm organizations, had contacts with a county agent dur· 
ing the year preceding interview compared to 28 per cent of those who were 
members of no organization. County differences, however, were not wholly 
consistent. For DeKalb County the percentages were 84 and 61, for Boone 
31 and 16, and Vernon 30 and 15, respectively. In Shelby County, however, 
only 15 per cent of the operators, who were members of at least one farm 
organization, had contacts with a county agent, compared to one-third of those 
who were not. The same held true irrespective of whether membership was 
in the M. F. A. or in the Grange. In Shelby County, however, neither of these 
organizations were sponsoring agencies for the Agricultural Extension Service. 
For the group as a whole, M. F. A. member and non-member contacts wi th the 
county agents were the same. In all except Shelby County more members 
than non-members had contacts with agents. Fewer Grange members than 
non-Grange members had such contacts, the percentages being 15 and 32, re
spectively. With Farm Bureau and Extension Association membership, the sit· 
uation was different. Over one-half of the Farm Bureau members had contacts 
with a county agent during the survey year compared to 29 per cent of the 
non-Farm Bureau members. In Boone County, with 21 low-income Farm Bu-

' Hoffer. C. R., Social Ort;anization in. Relation. to Extension Service in Eaton Count)', 
Michigan, Spec ial Bulletin 338, Michigan State College, Agricultural Experiment Station, 

East Lansing, l\lichig· n, August, 1946, p. 17. 
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reau members, the corresponding figures were 50 and 17, respectively, and in 
Vernon County, with 8 members, 63 and 18, respectively. In both counties the 
Farm Bureau sponsored the county agent. Only two low-income farmers in 
Shelby County claimed Farm Bureau membership and none_ in DeKalb County. 
Only DeKalb County had any appreciable number of Extension Association 
members. Since it is the purpose of this organization to sponsor the Agricul
tural Extension Service program in the county, it is not surprising to find that 
79 per cent of the members experienced contacts with the agents. The Agricul
tural Extension Service was also sponsored by an Extension Association in 
Shelby County but no low-income farmers interviewed were members. In the 
other three counties from 6 to 20 per cent of the farmers interviewed were 
members of farm organizations sponsoring the county agents of whom 50 to 79 
per cent had contacts with county agents during the survey year. 

Ownership of an automobile or truck and location on alJ.weather roads 
seemed to have an important bearing on the proportion of farmers having 
contacts with county agents. Thirty-five per cent of those owning an automo
bile or a truck had conferred with an agent or attended a farm meeting where 
one was present during the survey year compared to only 14 per cent of those 
who owned neither of these conveyances. Significant differences remained 
when farm income was held constant. One-fourth of the farmers living on 
dirt roads were in contact with a county agent during the year compared to 
37 per cent of those living on all-weather roads. In every income category 
decidedly more farm operators living on all-weather roads conferred with the 
agents than those located on dirt roads. 

There was also a wide variation by gross income, tenure sta~us, and by 
years schooling completed by the operator in the number of low-income farmers 
who had met county agents. Forty-four per cent of those earning less than 
S500 per year had met an agent compared to 78 per cent with gross incomes 
of SlOOO and over. In the SS00-999 income group the percentage was 59. By 
years schooling completed the range was from 40 per cent of those with less 
than 5 to 70 per cent of those who had completed 9 or more. Sixty-two per 
cent of those who had completed 5-8 years schooling had met an agent. For 
owner operators and renter operators the percentages were 67 and 48, respec
tively. 

About 40 per cent of the wives had met a county agent. County figures 
ranged from 68 per cent in DeKalb County to 27 per cent in Vernon. None 
of the wives with less than 5 years schooling had met an agent, while 50 per 
cent of those with 9 or more years schooling had. The per cent for those in ~he 
5-8 year category was 37. Variation by gross income was also considerable, 
ranging from 30 per cent of those in the under S500 category to 53 per cent of 
those with gross incomes of 81000 or over. 

In all counties more farm operator acquaintances were made at the agents' 
office than at any other place. (See Figure 4.) About 80 per cent of those who 
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Figure 4. Where Farm Operators and Wives Met the County Ae:ent. 

ll 

had met the agent made the acquaintance in this manner. About 60 per cent 
met the agent at farm meetings, while 29 per cent had met them on their own 
farms. T~e greatest variation on a gross income basis was in the number meet· 
ing agents on their own farms. About a fifth of the meetings of farmers with 
~ross incomes under SSOO occurred in this manner compared to 37 per cent of 
those in the SlOOO and over bracket. (See Appendix II, Table 1.) Almost half 
of those with gross incomes of 82000 and over met agents on their own farms. 
The proportion of meetings occurring at the age.nts' office and at farm gather· 
ings showed a gradual but rather consistent increase with increasing gross 
income. Variation by years schooling completed was not great but there were 
notably more meetings on the farms of operators who had completed 9 or 
more years schooling than on farms headed by operators with 5 years or less. 

Many more wives met county agents at farm meetings than in any other 
manner. This was true in all of the survey counties, and at all income levels. 
Over three-fourths of those ever meeting an agent met in this way. Forty-two 
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per ce11 •• net agents at their offices and 30 per cent in their own homes. More 

wives from households with gross receipts of less than SSOO met agents at farm 

meetings than at any income level. (See Appendix II, Table 2.) On the other 

hand about one·half as many in the under SSOO income group met the county 

agent at his office as in the 51000 and over group. Likewise considerably more 

farm wives of operators with gross incomes SlOOO and over met county agents 

on their own farms than wives of operators with gross incomes under SSOO per 

year. In other words the women from the lower income households were most 

often reached by county agents through farm meetings and least through meet· 

ings on the individual farms. There was a tendency for the number of ac· 

quaintances made at the agents' office and in the home to increase with years 

schooling of the wife. There were only 11 wives with less than 5 years school· 

ing and none of them had met a county agent. Eighty per cent of those with 

S-8 years schooling who had met a county agent did so at a farm meeting. The 

per cent for those with over 8 years schooling was 70. 
Merely meeting an agent is no assurance that his services will be used. 

Approximately 61 per cent of the operators had met one or more county agents, 

but less than half that number had conferred with one during the survey year. 

In Boone County 69 per cent and in Shelby County 73 per cent of those who 

had met agents failed to confer with them. Corresponding figures for DeKalb 

and Vernon counties were 37 and 40, respectively. The situation with the wives 

was similar. Over half of the 163 who had met the county agents did not 

confer with them during the survey year. The percentages by county ranged 

from 86 in Shelby to 53 in Vernon. The corresponding figures for Boone and 

DeKalb were 63 and 84, respectively. 
Fifty·se,·en per cent of the 278 operators who had met a county agent 

failed to attend a meeting during the survey year where one was present. The 

range by county was from 37 per cent in DeKalh to 73 per cent in Shelby 

County. Percentages for Boone and Vernon counties were 69 and 40, respec· 

lively. The number of conferences with county agents and the number of meet· 

ings attended by the farmers is a further index of the extent to whic.h the sen·· 

ices of the county agent are being used. In general , farmers with higher gross 

incomes and those with 9 or more years schooling made more frequent use of 

the agent than those with less schoolin!! and lo"·er gross incomes. Only about 

11 per cent of those with gross incomes under SSOO who had met a county 

agent conferred with one 3 or more times during the survey year compared to 

:iS per cent of those with gross incomes of SlOOO and over. The figure for 

the 5500·999 group was l:i per cent. 
By years schooling completed, the range was from 10 per cent in the under 

5 year category to 29 per cent for the 9 and over group. Twenty-two per cent 

of those completing S-8 !!rades had conferred with a!!ents at lea~t 3 time~. More 

owners than renters conferred with agents this number of times. The percent· 

ages were 25 and 15, respectively. Although more wives in the income group 
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under $500 conferred with the county agent 3 or more times than in any other 

income group, the usual relationship to schooling held. By tenure status the 

percentages were 17 for wives of owner operators and 5 for wives of renters. 

The number of farm meetings attended where county agents were present 

increased with gross farm income. Fifteen per cent of the survey farmers with 

gross incomes under $500, who had met a county agent, had attended 3 or more 

farm meetings compared to 25 per cent of those with gross incomes of $1000 

or over. However, only 7 per cent in the $500·999 group had attended 3 or 

more such meetings. On the other hand, almost half of the operators with 

farm incomes $2000 and over had attended 3 or more meetings of this kind 

during the survey year. 
f\o operator with less than 5 years schooling who had met a county agent 

attended 3 such meetings compared to 29 per cent who had completed more 

than 8 years. Comparative percentages for owners and renters were 21 and 5, 

respectively. More wives of operators realizing gross incomes under $500 at· 

tended 3 or more meetings where a county agent was present than in any of the 

higher income categories, but the proportion attending 3 or more meetings 

consistently increased with years schooling completed. None of those with less 

than 5 years schooling auended as many as 3 meetings of this kind compared 

to 30 per cent who had completed 9 or more years. Over twice as many owner· 

operator wives as renter·operator wives attended 3 such meetings, the percent· 

ages being 27 and 12, respectively. 
Thus not only did the proportion of farm operators meeting county agents 

increase sharply with farm income and with years schooling, but their contacts 

at farm meetings, on their farms, and at the county agents' office increased in 

like manner. Howe,•er, with wives income was not so closely associated with 

extension activity. The proportion of wives who had met a county agent in· 

creased both with years schooling and farm income, but there was a small 

number of wives in the under $500 group who attended more farm meetings 

where a county agent was present and who conferred more times with a county 

agent than wives of operators with higher incomes. Furthermore, Extension 

Club membership for wives in the under $500 group was almost equal to the 

membership of wives in the S1000 and over group. 

V ocational Agriculture Teachers.-Aithough there was at least one school 

in every county where vocational agriculture had been taught during the survey 

year, only about one farmer in 6 had e\'er met a vocational agriculture teacher 

and only about 3 per cent had conferred with one during the survey year. None 

of the farmers with less than 5 years schooling conferred with the vocational 

agriculture teacher. Only 7 farmers, or 2 per cent of those with 5 to 8 years 

schooling. conferred with one compared to approximately 6 per cent of those 

with 9 or more years schooling. Less than 2 per cent of the farmers with in

comes under $1000 per year had sought information in ).his manner compared 

to 4 per cent of those with gross incomes of $1000 or more. Three per cent of 
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the owners and less than 2 per cent of the renters had conferred with voca· 
tiona! agriculture teachers. County differences ranged from less than one per 
cent in Boone County to 6 per cent in DeKalb County. As might be expected, 
more farm operators with sons trained in vocational agriculture sought the 
advice of the vocational agriculture teacher than farm operators who had no 
son trained in vocational agriculture. However, even in the case of farm op· 
erators with sons trained in vocat ional agriculture, the proportion never reached 
as much as 10 per cent in any county. More important than the differences 
cited is the fact that so few survey farmers met vocational agriculture teachers 
and so few took the trouble to confer with them. -

The AAA (PMA) Office.-Another potential source of farm and home 
information is the AAA (PMA) office. Eighty-nine per cent of the survey 
farmers had once participated in the AAA program. Two out of three par· 
ticipated in some phase of the program during the survey year. Participation 
was highest in DeKalb County with 76 per cent cooperating and lowest in 
Boone County with only 59 per cent cooperation. Corresponding percentages 
for Shelby and Vernon counties were 70 and 66, respectively. The proportion 
of farm operators participating rose consistently with farm income. About 
53 per cent of those with gross incomes under $500 had participated compared 
to approximately 81 per cent with incomes of S1000 and over. (See Figure 5.) 
Participation was little related to age of operator, but was closely related to his 
schooling. Only about 52 per cent of those wi th less than 5 years schooling 
participated compared to over two-thirds who had completed 5 or more grades. 
Indications are that schooling above 5 years had little to do with AAA par· 
ticipation. 

Forty-one per cent of the farmers mowed weeds, one-fourth did some lim· 
ing and 15 per cent participated in fertilizer benefits. Except for 46 per cent 
of the sun·er farmers in DeKalb County, few took advantage of contour farm
ing or terracing benefits. About one-fourth of the Shelby County farmers 
seeded pastures. Observation of Figure 6 discloses considerable difference in 
type of participation by counties. 

The Farmers Home Administ ration.-Forty survey farmers were F. H. A. 
clients at the time of interview. Fifteen were from DeKalb, 5 from Shelby, 11 
from Boone, and 9 from Vernon County. An additional 11 operators were 
past F. H. A. cooperators. Although these 11 were no longer under active 
supervision, it is likely that their relationship with the local F. H. A. supervisor 
did not entirely cease with the termination of active supervision. 

forty-se,·en per cent of these past and present F. H. A. borrowers con· 
suited with the county agent during the year previous to interview compared 
to only 28 per cent of the non-f. H. A. borrowers. This difference was noted 
in all except Boone County where the si tuation was actually reversed. The 
difference was greatest in Vernon County where 55 per cent of the F. H. A. 
borrowers consulted the county agent compared to 17 per cent of the non-f. H. 
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Figure 5. Percentase of Farm Operators Participating in AAA Program, by Income 

and Schoolin,:. 

A. group. Comparative percentages were 33 and 26 per cent for Shelby and 

77 and 63 per cent for DeKalb County. Perhaps variations may be attributed 

to differences in administrative policy and practices of the agencies in the four 

counties studied. For the group as a whole, more F. H. A. borrowers than 

non-F. H. A. borrowers consulted vocational agriculture teachers for informa· 

tion, the percentages being 8 and 2, respectively. The county figures are too 

small for meaningful comparisons, but they too suggest that F. H. A. super· 

vision may have stimulated an interest in other similar sources of information 

on farming and homemaking. 
Children Specially Trained in Agriculture and Homemaking.-Ordinarily 

children and parents remain closely associated throughout life and continue to 

share experience even after the children leave their parental home. Although 

parents rarely admitted getting useful information from their children, it would 

seem that bene.fits derived from vocational agriculture and home economics 

training might be passed on to the parents for a considerable time after training 
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Figure 6. Percentage of Farm Operators Participatin~: in Designated AAA Benefits, by 
County. 

ceases. However, the number having sons or daughters specially trained in 
agriculture or home economics was small. Only 13 per cent of the households 
had a son who had taken vocational agriculture. The percentage did not vary 
greatly by county except for Boone where only one farmer in 12 had a son 
with such training. The low Boone County figure can be explained in part by 
the inaccessibility of the only high school in the county then offering voca· 
tiona! agriculture. There was some tendency for the percentage of household~ 
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with sons vocationally trained in agriculture to increase with increasing years 

schooling of the farm operator. (See Figure 7.) Two per cent of the farmers 

with less than 5 years schooling had sons who had taken vocational agriculture 

compared to 23 per cent of those who had completed 9 or more years. The 
percentage for those who had completed from 5 to 8 years was 13. 
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Figure 7. Pereentllge of Farm Operators with Sons Trained in Vocational Agriculture, 

by Income and Schoolinp:. 

Somewhat less than a fifth of the survey households had daughters who 

had studied vocational home economics. DeKalb County led the list with 26 

per cent. Shelby County was lowest with 14 per cent. Percentages for Boone 

and Vernon counties were 15 and 21, respectively. The percentage of house

holds characterized by the presence of a daughter trained in vocational home 

economics was higher for households headed by operators with 9 or more years 

schooling than for households headed by operators with less schooling. There 

was no relationship to tenure status nor was there any consistent relationship 
to farm income. 

An even 27 per cent of the households either had a son who had taken 

vocational agriculture or a daughter who had taken vocational home economics. 

Boone County was lowest with 22 per cent and DeKalb highest with 33 per 

cent. Percentages for Shelby and Vernon counties were 25 and 30, respec

tively. Again there was a small but positive relationship to income. Higher 

educational attainment for the farm operator was decidedly related to the high· 
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er proportion of households with either a son or a daughter having vocational 
agriculture or vocational home economics training. 

Eleven per cent of the farm operators interviewed bad sons who were or 
bad been 4-H Club members. Percentages ranged from 15 in DeKalb to 8 in 
Boone County. Corresponding figures for Shelby and Vernon counties were 
10 and 11, respectively. About twice as many farm operators with gross in· 
comes of 81000 and over as those with smaller gross incomes had sons with 
4-H Club experience. Differences by years schooling of operator were small 
and inconclusive. Twelve per cent of those who had completed less than 5 
years schooling had sons who were or had been 4-H Club members compared 
to 10 per cent of those with 5-8 years schooling and 14 per cent of the farmers 
who had completed 9 or more grades. Differences by tenure status favored 
owner operators by a small margin of 4 per cent. Differences by age of opera
tor were too small to be significant except for the very small number of farm
ers under 35 years of age who had sons who had been or were 4-H Club mem
bers. Rarely would their sons have been old enough to participate in the 4-H 
Club work. 

Approximately 13 per cent of the households had at least one daughter 
who was or had been a 4-H Club member. Percentages ranged from a high 
of 17 in Vernon County to a low of 10 per cent in Shelby County. The pro
portions were about 14 per cent in DeKalb County and about 12 per cent in 
Boone. Seventeen per cent of the households with gross incomes of 81000 and 
over had daughters who bad been or were 4-H Club members compared to 
12 per cent of those with gross incomes under 81000. Differences by tenure 
status and years schooling completed by the operl\tors were too small to be 
significant. Daughters of farm operators under 35 years of age were almost 
invariably too young to participate in 4-H Club work. However, 18 per cent 
of the operators 35-54 years of age bad de.ughters with 4-H Club experience. 
After that age the number declined to a low of 12 per cent of those 65 years 
of age and over. 

General Considerations.-The total number of personal contacts as meas
ured in th is study10 is more closely related to years schooling completed by 
farm operator and to gross farm income than to the other socio-economic fac· 
tors considered. (See Figure 8.) The median ranged from 1.9 contacts for 
households with gross income under 8500 per year to 3.3 for those with gross 
incomes of 81000 or more. The media.n for the 8500-999 category was 2.4. 
(See Figure 9.) The same general relationship held almost without exception 
in each of the 4 counties.ll Households headed by operators with less than 
5 years schooling had a median 1.6 personal contacts while those headed by 
operators with 9 or more years schooling had 3.1. For households beaded by 

"See Appendix I for definition of composite personal contact rating. 
"Even though differences were usually sm&ll and in some cases not statistically significant, weight must be given to recurrence of the same pattern within counties. 
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operators with 5-8 years schooling the corresponding figure was 2.6. The same 
positive relationship was generally apparent within the four survey counties. 

There was also a close correlation between farm income and the propor
tion of households experiencing 3 or more personal contacts, ranging from 21 
per cent with gross incomes under S500 to 56 per cent with gross incomes of 
SlOOO and over. Variation by years schooling was almost as great. Nineteen 
per cent of the households headed by operators with less than 5 years schooling 
had 3 or more personal contacts with potential sources of farm and home in
formation compared to 51 per cent of those headed by operators who had com
pleted 9 or more grades. About 39 per cent with 5-8 years schooling had 
experienced a minimum of 3 personal contacts. (See Appendix II, Table 3.) 
Variation by years schooling of operator was greater than variation by gross 
income when only the number of households with 5 or more personal contacts 
were considered. At the other end of the scale almost 5 times as many house
holds headed by operators with Jess than 5 years schooling had no personal 
contacts with potential sources of farm and home information as those headed 
by operators with 9 or more years schooling completed. 

Examination of the median number of personal contacts per househol~ 
""i th gross farm income and years schooling of operator alternately held con· 
stant, shows consistent increases by both factors. The same general relation
ship holds with households experiencing 3 or more personal contacts. (See 
Figure 10.) However, households with 5 or more personal contacts are more 
closely associated with high school attainment of operator than with gross 
farm income. Furthermore, variation by years schooling completed was great
est at high income levels. 

There was little difference in the median number of personal contacts on 
a tenure status and age of operator basis. The median for owner operator 
households was 2.6; for renters it was 2.4. Medians for the various age groups 
varied no more than 0.2 contacts from the median for the 4-county sample. 
There was, however, a difference in the number experiencing 5 or more personal 
contacts. In all four counties, except DeKalb, more owner operators than 
renters had 5 or more personal contacts with potential sources of farm and 
home information. For the 4 counties as a whole the percentages were 13 for 
owners and 6 for renter households. However, at the other end of the scale 
there were a few more owner households than renter households that had no 
personal contact with potential sources of farm and home information. This 
was true in all counties except Vernon County. Five or more personal con
tacts per household were slightly more prevalent in households headed by op· 
erators 35-54 years of age than in any other age group. The proportion ex· 
periencing this number of personal contacts declined gradually after age 55 
and was also considerably less for households headed by farm operators under 
:~5 years of age. The same pattern generally held in all four counties. 
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Figure 10. Percentage of Farm Households with Three or More Personal Contacts, by 
Farm lnrome and Years Schooling of Operator. 

IV. IMPERSONAL CONTACTS W ITH POTENTIAL SOURCES 
OF FARM INFORMATION 

Atten tion in this section is directed to impersonal contacts with potential 
sources of farm and home information with no consideration as to the source 
from which the information originally came. This is not to minimize the 
importance of the efforts of various agencies which originate information and 
supply it to radio stations, newspapers, and farm journals. 
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The Printed Page 
Farm Joumals.-Approximately 7 out of 10 households were subscribers 

to farm journals. Variation by gross income, tenure status, and county was 
not great. {See Figure 11.) About 5 per cent more renters than owners sub
scribed to such journals. Seventy-two per cent of the operators with gross 
incomes of $1000 and over subscribed to farm journals compared to about 64 
per cent of those with gross incomes under 8500. The range by county was 
from 75 per cent in Vernon to 64 per cent in Boone. With respect to years 
schooling, the variation was greater. Only 54 per cent of the households head
ed by a person with less than 5 years schooling subscribed to one or more farm 
journals compared to 71 per cent of those with more schooling. Varying 
amounts of schooling above the 5-year level made little difference in the pro
portion of households subscribing. 
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Figure 11. Percental'e of Households Subscribing to Farm Journals, by Income and 
Schooling of Operator. 

Newspapers.- The most universally available potential source of farm and 
home information was the newspaper. Nineteen out of twenty households took 
at least one local or metropolitan newspaper. In no county and in no income 
category did the proportion of households taking a newspaper vary as much as 
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Figure 12. Percenta~e of Households Subscribing to Local or Metropolitan Newspaper, 

by Income and Schooling of Operator. 

3 per cent from the four·county average. Furthermore, the percentage did not 

fall below 85 in any income category in any of the counties studied. Variation 

by years schooling completed by operator who had completed less than 5 years 

schooling subscribed to one or more newspapers compared to 95 per cent of 

those who had completed 9 or more years. For the 5·8 class the proportion 

was under 96 per cent. The range of variation by gross income was only 4 per 

cent. Percentages for owners and renters were 95 and 93, respectively. 

Farm Bulletins.12-About two.fifths of the operators obtained farm bulle

tins by request or otherwise during the survey year. There was considerable 

variation by county, farm income and years schooling of operator in the num

ber receiving bulletins. The range by county was from 62 per cent in DeKalb 

to 30 per cent in Vernon. A little over one-third of the survey farmers in 

Boone County and 52 per cent of those in Shelby County received bulletins. 

"College of Agriculture and U. S. 0. A. bulletins. 
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The range by farm income was 31 per cent for those with gross incomes under 
S500 to approximately half of tho$e with cash receipts of 81000 and over. 
Forty-one per cent of the farmers in the SS00-999 income group received bulle
tins. The variation by years schooling completed by the operator was even 
greater. Twenty·se,·en per cent of the operators with less than 5 years school
ing received bulletins, compared to G4 per cent of those with 9 or more years. 
Variation by tenure status and age did not exceed a range of 10 per cent. Fifty· 
~even JJer cent of those who had conferred with the county agent during the 
sun·ey year also recei,·ed farm bulletins. Only slightly over one-third of the 
operators who had not conferred with an agent received bulletins. This type of 
correlation held in all counties except DeKalb where only 40 per cent of those 
conferring with an agent received bulletins compared to 58 per cent of those 
who had not. 

Those taking the initiative to secure bulletins and those receiving them 
without request were rather evenly divided and formed quite exclusive groups. 
About one-fifth of the farm operators interviewed received bulletins on their 
O\\-n initiative and 27 per cent received them without request. Only about 7 per 
cent received both requested and unrequested bulletins. In Shelby County 
almost three times as many farmers recei,·e~ bulletins unrequested as by re
quest. In Boone County about t1•·ice as many received unrequested bulletins as 
by request. In DeKalb County the proportions were more evenly divided. In 
Vernon Count\' more than twice as manv of the sun·ev farmers received bulle-k 

~ • 

tins by request as upon the initiative of others. 
The number of farmers receivir1g: requested bulletins varied from 34 per 

cent in DeKalb County to 11 per cent in Boone. The percentages for Shelby 
and Vernon counties "·ere 16 and 22. respectively. Variation by farm income 
was marked at the bottom of the scale by 12 per cent with cash receipts under 
S500 and at the top by 26 per cent with gross incomes of SlOOO and over. (See 
Figure 13.) The greatest variation occurred by years schooling completed by 
the operator ranging from 8 per cent of the operators with less than 5 yea rs 
schooling to 37 per cent of those who had completed 9 or more years. Although 
the proportion of operators requesting bulletins varied little with age, the 
variation that did exist favored the younger farmers. About 6 per cent more 
farmers under 55 years of age than those 65 years and over requested bulletins. 

A majority of the operators requesting bulletins received less than six. 
Comparison of median number of bulletins received by farmers in the various 
income levels revealed no tendency for those with higher incomes to request 
more bulletins than operators in the lower income brackets. On the other hand 
those with more than 8 years schooling requested three times as many bulletins 
as those completing less than 5 years. (See Appendix II, Table 4. ) Variation 
by age in the number requested was also considerable. Operators under 55 
years of age requested twice as many bulletins per person as those 65 and over. 

The number receiving unrequested bulletins varied from 10 per cent in 
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Figure 13. Percentage of Farm Operators Obtaining Farm Bulletins by Request, by 
Income and Schooling. 

Vernon County to 46 per cent in DeKalb. About 15 per cent more in the high
est income group received bulletins not requested as those with gross receipts 
less than S500 (See Appendix II, Table 5.) thus indicating that bulletins are 
more likely to be sent to the farmers with higher incomes. The situation with 
respect to schooling of operator is similar. Thirty-eight per cent of the opera
tors with 9 or more years schooling secured unrequested bulletins compared to 
one-fourth of those with 8 or less years. 

More low-income farmers requested bulletins from the Agricultural Exten· 
sion Service or the county agent than from any other source. Fifty-two per 
cent of the operators receiving bulletins by request got them in this manner. 
Per cents ranged from 72 in DeKalb County to 41 per cent in Vernon. About 
37 per cent of them directed requests to the College of Agriculture or speci
fically to the Experiment Station. Over half of the farmers interviewed in 
DeKalb County who had asked for farm bulletins made requests through this 
channel, but only one of the 13 requesting bulletins in Shelby County directed 
his request to the College of Agriculture. One out of 8 made requests through 
a congressman, and about 23 per cent directed requests to Washington, D. C., 
usually to the United States Department of Agriculture. 

As with farm bulletins requested, the county agent or Agricultural Exten· 
sion Service ranks first as a source of unrequested bulletins. About 42 per cent 
of the survey farmers receiving farm bulletins on the initiative of others said 
they received them from this source. About 17 per cent thought the College 
of Agriculture or the Experiment Station had sent them. One-third said they 
did not know from whence they came. 
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General Conside~:ations.-More variation in the total number of reading 

contacts13 occurred by years schooling completed by the farm operator than 

by any of the other socio-economic factors considered. (See Figure 14.) House

holds headed by operators with less than 5 years schooling had a median 2.3 
reading contacts compared to a median 3.1 for households headed by operators 
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Figure 14. Range of Variation Between Median Number of Reading Contaeta of the 
Highest and Lowest Groups of Households when Grouped According to the Factors Indi· 

cated. 

completing 9 or more years schooling. The corresponding median for the 5-8 

group was 2.6. Medians by gross cash receipts ranged from 2.4 for the under 

SSOO classification to 2.8 for households of the SlOOO and over class. Some 

variation by county was also found, ranging from a median 2.5 for both Boone 
and Vernon counties to a median of 3.0 in DeKalb County. The correspond

ing figure for Shelby County was 2.7. Variation by age of operator and tenure 

status did not exceed 0.1. 
Few households had no reading contacts. (See Appendix II, Table 6.) In 

" For items included in total see Appendix I. 
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no county or in no income group did the proportion reach as much as 5 per 

cent. Again, the greatest variation was by years schooling of the operator. 

Even so, the proportion never exceeded 6 per cent in any group. In Shelby 

County, however, 22 per cent of the farm operators with Jess than 5 years 

schooling had no reading contacts. The proportion of households with 3 or 

more contacts varied considerably by county, gross income, and tenure status 

and with the years schooling completed by the operator. By county the range 

was from a high of 52 per cent in DeKalb County to a low of 23 per cent in 

Vernon County. Percentages for Boone and Shelby counties were 30 and 38, 

respectively. By gross cash receipts the range was from 19 per cent in the 

under SSOO group to 42 per cent in the SlOOO and over group. About 17 per 

cent of the households headed by operators with less than 5 years schooling 
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Figure 15. Percentage of Farm Households with Three or More Reading Contacts, by 

Farm Income and Years Schooling of Operator. 
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had three or more reading contacts compared to over half of those headed by 
operators who had completed 9 or more years schooling. Thirty·two per cent 
of the ones completing 5·8 years headed households with three or more reading 
contacts. Corresponding percentages for owners and renters were 35 and 29, 
respec~ively. 

The correlation of reading contacts per household with gross farm income 
and years schooling completed by the operator remains in evidence when the 
influence of each factor is held constant. Except for no consistent relationship 
between gross farm income and reading contacts per household for farmers 
with less than five years school ing, the median number consistently increases 
with both years schooling and gross farm income. Comparison of the number 
of households with 3 or more reading contacts with gross income and years 
schooling completed by operator, alternately holding each of the factors con· 
stant, shows that households experiencing 3 or more reading contacts consis· 
tently increase with each of the factors. However, by far the greatest increase 
hy years schooling occurs among farm operators who have gross incomes of 
SlOOO and over. (See Figure 15.) At this income level 63 per cent of the 
farmers with 9 or more years schooling headed households with at least three 
reading contacts compared to only 20 per cent of the group completing less 
than 5 grades. 

T he Radio 
There were approximately 20 radio stations in Missouri and adjacent states 

to which low·income farm households listened regularly and which carried one 
or more farm information programs other than news, markets, and advertis
ing. Slightly over three-fourths of the survey households had radios in op· 
eration. An additional 5 per cent had radios which were not in working order 
at the time of interview. In no county did fewer than 69 per cent of the house
holds have radios in usable condition. Ninety-eight per cent of those with 
radios in operation listened regularly to one or more stations from which farm 
and home information might be secured. The number listening to such stations 
comprised 344 of the 459 households. Percentages ranged from 67 in Shelby 
County to 87 in DeKalh County. For Boone and Vernon counties correspond· ' 
ing figures were 70 and 78 per cent, respectively. 

Variation by farm income and years schooling completed by the operator 
was considerable. (See Figure 16.) About 62 per cent of the households with 
gross incomes of less than $500 listened regularly to stations from which useful 
information could be secured compared to 82 per cent of those with gross cash 
receipts of $1000 and o,·er. About three-fourths of those in the $500·999 class 
l istened to one or more such stations. Fifty-eight per cent of the households 
headed by operators with less than 5 years schooling listened to such station~ 
compared to slightly over three-fourths of those headed by operators who had 
completed 9 or more years schooling. The proportion for the 5-8 group was 
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about the same.14 Variation hy tenure status was less than 1 per cent from 
the four-county average. By age. the variation was no more than 5 per cent 
from the four-county average. 

The number of households listening regularly to five or more stations 
carryinp: farm information broadcasts was highest in DeKalb County and low
e~t in Roone County. By income the proportion ranged from less than 5 per 
cent of those receiving less than $1000 to about 12 per cent \~ith gross incomes 
of SlOOO or over. By years schooling of operator the range was from 6 per 
cent of those who had completed less than 5 years to 14 per cent who had 
completed more than the eighth grade. Variation by age and tenure status was 
marked by less than a 4 per cent range. 

"With the exception of farm operators with less than 5 years schoolinl! and those with 
le"' than $500 gross income per year, the median number of radio stations listened to regu
larlr increased consistently with both years sthoolin~ and gross income, when each fac tor 
was alternately held constant. 
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V. SUMMARY ANALYSIS 
The survey farmers had fewer personal than impersonal contacts with po· 

tential sources of farm and home information. (See Figure 17.) Only 31 per 
cent of the farm operators belonged to a farm organization and less than one· 
third conferred with a county agent during the survey year. Less than 9 per 
cent had any direct contact with the F. H. A. office and only about 3 per cent 
conferred with a vocational agriculture teacher. Twenty·seven per cent had a 
son or daughter who had taken vocational agriculture or vocational home eco· 
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Figure 17. Percentage of Farm Operators with Specified Personal and Impersonal Con· 
tacts with Sources of Farm and Home Information During Survey Year. 

•Who had training in vocational agricu1ture or vocational home er;onomks. 
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nomics in high school. By all odds the most frequent personal contact was with 

the Production and Marketing Administration (AAA) office. Approximately 

two·thirds of the farmers had participated in some phase of the program dur· 

ing the survey year. 
On the other hand 95 per cent took one or more newspapers and 69 per 

cent subscribed to one or more farm magazines. About 40 per cent obtained 

U. S. D. A. or College of Agriculture bulletins although less than half that 

number received them by request. Two-thirds of them listened to radio sta· 
tions from which farm and home information could be obtained. 

Contacts through commercialized channels of communication were more 

frequent than contacts with public agencies including the College of Agricul

ture. Over twice as many households subscribed to newspapers as secured 

farm bulletins; over four times as many subscribed to newspapers as secured 
farm bulletins by request. The number taking farm journals exceeded the 

number getting bulletin.s by 29 per cent. Radio contacts were far more preva· 

lent than contacts with the county agent or with farm bulletins. 
Reading and radio contacts were affected less by communicative barriers 

than personal contacts. Location on or off an all-weather road, ownership or 
non-ownership of automobile or truck and ownership and non-ownership of 

telephone had little to do with the number of reading and radio contacts ex

perienced. On the other hand presence or absence of such facilities, other than 

the telephone, had a marked influence on the number of personal contacts. 

(See Figures 8 and 14 .. ) Furthermore, subscription to farm journals and lis· 

tening regularly to radio stations from which farm information could be se· 
cured were less influenced by communicative barriers than contacts with farm 

bulletins. 
In the absence of a clear-cut definition and analysis of social class in rural 

Missouri, there is no way of knowing to what extent such barriers restrict con· 

tacts with potential sources of farm and home information. However, since the 
farmers interviewed in this study have lower incomes than their neighbors and 

since income is a recognized correlate of social class, a certain amount of class 

isolation may be assumed. Diffusion of information from college to farmer via 

the personal contact route is subject to the limitations of class and clique

imposed associational patterns. Mass communication media on the other band 

are little influenced by such factors. It is therefore possible that part of the 

isolation experienced by the low-income farmers is a function of social dis· 

tances which restrict free and spontaneous association and which causes the so· 
called "little farmer" to feel that he has little in common with his "big farmer" 

neighbor. 
The number of personal and impersonal contacts varies considerably 

among low-income farmers. There was a correlation of 0.41 between number 

of personal contacts and the number of reading contacts per household. This 

indicates that there is considerable variation in the degree to which households 



32 M ISSOURI AGRICULTURAL ExPERIMENT STATION 

are reached by personal and reading contacts. Reading contacts reach more 
people and are relatively more prevalent among farmers with the lower incomes 
and those with less years schooling than personal contacts. This is especially 
true of reading contacts provided throug:h commercialized channels. The corre
lation between personal contacts per household and radio contacts per house
hold was only 0.26 clearly indicating that survey households having numerous 
personal contacts with potential sources of farm and home information were 
not necessarily the ones with the most radio contacts. Furthermore, the cor
relation of 0.17 between reading and radio contacts indicates that the farm 
households with larger numbers of reading and radio contacts are not the same 
as those with the greater number of radio contacts. 

These data suggest a multiple l).pproach to the problem of reaching low
income farmers with educational material. Prevailing habits of contact with 
potential sources of farm and home information suggest that a large percentage 
of the survey farmers can be most readily reached by radio, newspaper and 
farm journals. About 40 per cent of them obtained farm bulletins during the 
survey year. Although reading and radio contacts were more common than 
personal contacts, a considerable number ha,•e more or less established per
~onal contacts through which farm and home information is readily avai lable. 

In view of the close association between farm income and contacts with 
potential sources of farm and home information on the one hand and years 
~chool ing completed on the other, increased effort to educate low-income farm 
youth seems essential. The favorable attitude of low-income farmers toward 
education for farmin g and their own desire for more information is encourag
in~. With them the traditional American. faith in education still l ives. 

APPENDIX I 
Personal Contacts of Household. - Each of the following relationships 

were counted as one personal contact with a potential source of farm and home 
information : 

a. One or more memhers of the family were at one time en~a~ed in 4-H Cluh work. 
h. A Jiyin~ son or dau~hter had rer.ei\'ed ''ocational agriculture or vocational homf" 

~<'anomies training. It is assumed tho.t contacts with children, who had vocationa1 
trainin,z. contin ue to he a source of information after formal tra ininl! cease$.. 

r. The farm operator participated in some part of the AAA pro!':ram durinp: the survey 
year. 

d. The total number of farm organizations of whirh operator or wife wa!'. a member. 
Each memherS;h ip was counted as one r.on tart. 

C'. Either husband or wife conferred with one or more r.oun1y ap:en t~ rlurin~ the !'urvey 
year or attended meetings where one was present. 

I. Either husband or wife conferred with a vocational aj!riculture teacher durin~t the 
~urvey year or attended meetings where one was present. 

I'· The operator was a t one time a standard F. H. A. client, the a&>umption heing that 
contarts tend to contin ue after acti\'e super\'i~ion ceast~. 

:\o attempt was made to evaluate the above types of personal contacts other 
than to assign a weight of one to each. 
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Reading Contacts of Household.- Each of the following were counted as 

one reading contact: 
a. Either husband or wife read a book on farming or homemaking during the survey 

year. 
b. Household subscribed to one or more farm journals during the survey year. 

c. Household subscribed to a newspaper during the survey year. 

d. Household received one or more U. S. D. A. or College of Agriculture bulletins dur· 

ing the survey year. 

No attempt was made to evaluate _the contacts other than to assign a weight 

of one to each. 

APPENDIX II 

TABLE 1--Farm Operators Who Have Met County Agents--Classified by County, 
Farm Income, and Years Schooling Completed by Operator 

County 
Fum Income 
Years Schooling 

COUNTY 
TOTAL 

:ountv 

FARM INC OME 
TO'J'AL 

Jnder SSOO 
;soo - 999 
1000 & over 

YEARS SC HOOL
ING T OTAL 

- 8 vears 
1 & over years 

Total 
No. 'l'b 

28 1 
7 1 
7 
84 1 
45 l.'O'o.o 

211 1 
i4 1 

_1!1 , , 

126 100.0 

2 

1 

0 ----

59 .00.0 
'/ lUU.U 

No. % 

22 7 
7: 9 
6 : 8 
56 66.7 
32 71. 1 

Place 

At Fa.rm t?:•;".P;;;.. lllhPr 

No. 'l> No. % No. % 

11>7 19. 
i7 15. 
.0 i4. 

47 56.( 
13 28.! 

ll 2 .R 
18 4 .7 
n .4 
17 20.2 
5_ l _l.l 

4 114 II 

---
3 

3 
9 

222 179.0 167 59.4 81 28.8 42 14.9 
36 66.7 

111 88.1 
0 ---

222 7 
17 

153 
47 79.7 

5 71 .4 

31 !17.4 II 20.4 10 IR .5 
2~ 22.8 19 18.8 

85 67.5 47 37.3 13 10.3 

0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

16 59.4 81 2, .8 4. 14 . g 
, , 66.7 

11 57.2 
37 62.7 
5 71.4 

4 1.0 
55 z; .4 
21 135.6 

1 114.3 

4 .8 

5 8.5 
4 57.1 
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TABLE 2--Wives Who Have Met County Agents Classified--by County, 
Farm Income, and Years Schooling Completed by Wlfe 

Place of Meetin~r 
County At Agent's At Farm On Opera-
Farm Income Total Office Meetine:s tor's Farm Other Years Schooling No. ~ No. ~ No. '&_ No ';t) No. Sf, 

COUNTY 
TOTAL 163 100.0 69 42.S 124 76.1 _49 30.1 ~' i 1 Q A 

OeKalb Countv 51 100.0 25 149.0 _AS 88.2 23 4~ 1 4 7 A 
Shelby County 36 100.0 11 30.6 31 86 1 14 38 9 12 I ~~ • 
Boone Countv 40 100.0 18 45 .0 30 75.0 11 27.5 2 5.0 
Vernon County 36 100.0 15 41.7 18 50.0 1 2.8 14 38.9 

FARM INCOME 
TOTAL 163 100 0 69 42.3 124 _16_.1 49 30.1 ~' It 

'lntt.•r S500 ~n 100 0 ? l?!t~ ?I\ ..8.6..'Z. 6 ?n n ? 

500- 999 54 100.0 22 40.7 38 70 4 16 29.6 15 I!! 
1000 & over 79 100.0 40 50 6 60 75 9 27 34.2 15 119.0 

Unknown 0 ---- 0 --- 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
YEARS SCHOOL-
IN~> TOTAL 163 100.0 69 42.3 124 76.1 49 30.1 32 19.6 

Under 5 vears 0 ---- 0 --- 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---5 - R vears 91 100 0 3.5 38.5 n 80 2 26 28".6 l!t 14~ 
9 & over vears 71 100.0 34 47.9 50 70.4 22 31.0 19 26 8 
Unknown 1 100.0 0 --- 1 100.0 1 100.0 0 ---

TABLE 3--Farm Households ClassUled by Nllmber of Personal Contacts with Sources of Farm 
and HolDe Information by County, Farm Income and Years Schooling Completed by Opentor 

Counl;y of 
F·ar m Income T< t2l 2 ~ 4 5 & over 
Year·s No. 'h No. 'h No. 'h No. 'h No. % No. IT 

;~~ 45 ~ ! 112. 2 1 " tn • n 
1' 22.4 0 

h ftlb• :ountv 8~ 
:<>untv 14 .7. 
Countv 14! 126. 

!~~11NCOME 459 100.0 56 112.2 224 148.8 129 128 .1 •n ltn o n 
~ m t2: iiOO. so 124 .1 17 113.9 Q •• n 

10' - 999 17: 10 15 8. 7 _J!fl __5_ Ill. I I R.4 ___: 
100 " tw.r 16 10 9 5.6 62 138.3 82 138.3 ?0 In a n 

~G"!~~~OOL- 4 ! ~ t: " I> 
.ln&lr 5 vears 
-8 .ears 16 g 

'· 1---
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TABLE 4--Farm q:teratOJ't Clu.aUitd bJ Number of Farm BulltUM Received on Request Durlna the 
SUrvey Year, by Coun.ty, Parm lncome1 and Years SChoottna Completed by Operator 

Numler of 
.,., "' 

No. ~~ No. \1> No. ·~~· \1) No. 

3 lz 3 II 2. 5.5 

•• •• 11 • 

5.1 3 

I .. .. .. .. .. 

TABLE 5-·Farm Operators C1ualfle<l by Number ot Farm Bulletin• Received Without Request Durtna 
the SUrvey Year, by Coun~, Fa..rm Income tlnd Yoara Schooling Completed by Oper:ltOT' 

35 

~=~: ~c.o"'!. To t.o.l 
No. ., No. % No. 

r; i; 3 8.9 23 
•• 2 

-ty_ .• , .... :ounq. 2.8 1: 

~~L 310 2 2 

~ I ~ 
ii rOTAL ••• 3 5 I I 2 : 5.0 

[;] ' 5.4 

• I I .. II .. . . 
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TABLE 6--Farm Households ClasslCied by Numbt>r of R~ading Cont:tcts with PotenUal Sources of 
Fnrm and Home Information, County, Farm Income and Years Schooling Completed by Operator 

County 
Fnrm Inco me 
Years 

·ornon :ountv 

i,_E~~~~~OOL· 
co;;;= 

• & ovor 

T"' ' 
No. "Q No. •:;, Nc 'Co N• % No. •:;, No. '!o 

14:, 
145 f1 1.0 

o 
.2 
.6 

1.4 

~ 2.0 
58 

11.1 

9 
!09 1 75. 

296 64. 5 
4 

••• ' < o 0 
44 .. 8 
32 . I 
44 .. , 0 

34 1.4 0 - -

154 ' 335 0 0 

• 
100 

I I - - --
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