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Preface 

The work and influence of Doctor William Benjamin Smith touched the 

history of Missouri at many points, since fully one-half of his life span of 

eighty-four years was spent in this State. He grew to young manhood near 

St. Joseph. His University training and his early experiences as a teacher were 

gained at the University of Kentucky, but he returned to Missouri in 1881 as a 

professor of physics in Central College, Fayette, where he ~ontinuc:d four 

years. From 1885 until 1893 he was a teacher in the University of Missouri, 

first as professor of physics and later of mathematics. In 1893 he was called 

to Tulane Universit}, New Orleans, where he served fourteen years as pro

fessor of mathematics and eight ~ears as professor of philosophy. After his 

retirement from Tulane, Dr. Smith returned to Missouri in 1923, making his 

home in Columbia, and continuing his independent research and literary 
work until his death in 1934. 

During his long career, Dr. Smith accumulated a library ot more than 2000 

volumes, and these he presented to the University of Missouri Library. This 

unusual collection contains 325 volumes in the field of mathematics and phys

ics, 300 volumes in philosophy, 900 in religion and theology, and 500 in the 

fields of history and literature. The religious class includes several translations 

of the Bible and reproductions of several celebrated codices of the Old and of 

the New Testaments, such as the Sinaitic Codex, Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus, 

the Bi:zae Codex Cantabrigiensis, The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, The 

Sons of Jacob, Works of Philo Judaeus 1691, and the very rare work No vum 

Testamentum Graecum in two volumes, 1751, edited by J. J. Wetstenius . . 

On June 3, 1931, the University of Missouri conferred upon Dr. Smith the 

honorary degree of LLD. It seems fitting, therefore, that the University 

should present this sketch of Dr. Smith, a Missourian, and one of the most 
learned men of our time. The sketch is based on the incomplete manuscript 

of Dr. Smith's autobiography, supplemented by personal conversations with 

him and with his friends. The list of his writings was compiled largely by the 

writer's secretary, Frances McKee (Mrs. Fred S.) Hanna, assisted by the 
writer and Dr. Smith himself. 

HENRY 0RMAL SEVERANCE. 
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William Benjamin Smith 
1850-1934 

EARLY LIFE 

Dr. \\'illiam Benjamin Smith was one of the greatest scholars of modern 
time<;. It has been said that he had tht greatest mind since Immanuel Kant 
and that he was the "coequal of the omniscient Goethe". Another writer has 
compared Dr. Smith to Leibnitz and wrote that his mind was truly Leibniuian 
in scope and versatility, in the exactness, the depth, and the immensity of his 
scholarship.1 Dr. Smith won distinction in mathematics and physics, in phil
osophy, in classical literature, and in his Bibkal researches and constructive 
criticisms. 

In order to understand his achievements, it is necessary to inquire into 
his early life. He was endowed with a good physique and a goo:-1 mind. He 
came from Virginian ancestry. He was born in Stanford, Kentucky, the son of 
Jeremiah and Angelina (Kenley) Smith. His grandfather was a pioneer from 
Virginia who amassed a fortune in lands in Kentucky. William Benjamin's 
father, Jeremiah, might have inherited the manor and might ha,·e settled down 
to a life of a gentleman of affluence and comparative ease, but he decided to 
forego such a life and devote himself to the p rofession of law and to the culti
vation of literature and th,ings spiritual. 

Jeremiah Smith was engrossed in the reading of the great English literary 
masters and in the classical writers in translation. Upon graduation from 
Transylvania University (which later became the University of Kentucky), he 
practiced law for several years. He won the epithet in his village of " a walking 
encyclopaedia" because of his wide knowledge and the depth of his learning. 
For some reason unknown to \Villiam, his father sold his practice and moved 
to a rented farm about ten miles south of St. Joseph, Missouri, but later he 
purchased a farm nearer the city . His reputation for learning and for a success
ful practice of law followed him. Consequently, he was invited to join a promi
nent law tirm in St. Joseph, but he declined the honor. He was known to be 
in sympathy with the southern cause in the Civil \Var. He was assassinated 
one day in 186--!, whil~ enroute to his farm from the city, by a reckless Federal 
soldier who with others was stationed in barracks in St. Joseph. Thereupon 
the direction of the farm fell upon William Benjamin, who was only fourteen 
years of age, and upon his mother. 

This young industrious lad worked hard from early morning until la te 
at night. His patience must have been sorely tried by the slowness of the ox 
team. He learned to allow for this handicap by starting operations e:irlv in 
the morning. At three o'clock in the morning he would start with his ox team 

1. !\~yser, Cassius J.: Scripta Afatliematica 2, no. 4, pp. 305-311. 
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for St. Joseph, during marketing time, so that his produce might be placed on 
the early morning market. After the war came the inflation of the dollar; 
prices were high and crops were abundant. By practicing strict economy, the 
family became prosperous. The mother and sisters decided to carry on the 
farm operations and allow William Benjamin to go to college, which at this 
time was his greatest ambition. 

William Benjamin early developed a love for the classics and acquired 
the mental habits of independent study which may in part explain his method 
of acquiring knowledge. At the age of eight, his mother found him under th~ 
four-poster bedstead, lying face down, reading Homer's Iliad in Pope's trans
lation with an Anthon's Classical Dictionary by his sid.::. Another favorite 
was Vergil's .-1eneid translated by Dryden. At the age of ten, when most 
American children are just beginning to read English, William Benjamin was 
studying Latin literature and Latin grammar, and at the age of eleven he was 
enrolled in the Sleepy Hollow Classical Academy near St. Joseph. His courses 
included the reading of Vergil, Nepos, and Ovid in the original, and the study 
of mathematics, physics, and geography. The principal was so busy that he 
seldom found time to hear William Benjamin recite or read his translations. 
The student simply stated that he had read so many lines of Vergil and that 
he had learned the assignments in other subjects. In this way William Ben
jamin developed the abil.ity to do independent study. He progressed so rapidly 
that the principal, after four years with William Benjamin, advised Jeremiah 
Smith, that it was a waste of time and money to keep his son in the Academy. 
At this juncture his father was killed, so that William Benjamin's academy 
days were over, but not his studies; they were only temporarily interrupted. 
He worked the farm in the summer and studied in the office of Colonel J. W. 
Strong in St. Joseph during three winters. 

At the age of seventeen, in 1867, \\' illiam Benjamin Smith entered the 
University of Kentucky, having met all the entrance requirements. He wanted 
to enter Harvard or Yale but could not as he lacked a knowledge of Greek. 
He made a record for scholarship unparalled in the history of the University of 
Kentu.::ky. He completed the four-year curriculum in two years . His first 
year's course included the study of Greek, in which he was extremely interested. 
During the following summer vacation, he read and wrote all the Greek 
required in the se.::ond year and passed it on examination whereupon he· 
entered the third year and was soon advanced to the fourth year for the 
study of Thucydides and Isocrates. He also applied himself to the study of 
Hebrew, Italian, French, and German without a teacher. Because of his 
proficiency in these subjects a Master of Arts degree was conferred upon him 
by the University of Kentucky in 1871. 

In 1877, he entered the University of Goettingen and amazed the German 
scholars by winning two prizes for scholarship in the mathematical-physical 
seminar of the University. These were the first prizes ever won from this 
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University by an American. Upon the completion of his course, in 1879, the 

University conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Philosophy summa 
cum laude. 

His training in the exact sciences-mathematics and physics-developed 

in him a habit of careful investigation of any subject. When he reached a 

conclusion, he was very positive of its correctness, and when the results were 

at variance with his preconceived ideas, he would discard the old ideac; for the 

new. He was willing to stand by his convictions let come what would. This 

is well illustrated in his loss of faith in the creed of the churches of his time. He 
joined the Methodist Church in his youth but transferred his membership 

to the Christian Church in Lexington when he entered the University of 

Kentucky. After graduating from this University, which was controlld by 

the Disciples of Christ, William Benjamin was retained first as a tutor and then 

as an assistant in English and Sacred History, teaching the history of Israel 

from Samuel to the downfall of the Hebrew state. His study of Jewish history 

brought him into contact with German Biblical criticism as found in the works 

of Keil, Delitzsrh and other critics and philosophers, such as David Hume, 

Edward Gibbon, Victor Cousin, and Charles Darwin. Th{se studies caused 

him to consider carefully the creeds and tenets of the Protestant churches. 

The result was that che pillars of his faith gave way and the cre~ds lay in ruin 

about him. He was so honest and so true to his c:mvictions that he thereupon 

notified the official board of the Christian Church that he had changed his 

ideas about the church and asked the local Church to release him from its 

membership. Then, unwilling to compromise the Administration of the 

University of Kentucky, which was dominated by the Christian Church, he 

resigned his position on the faculty. Partly to justify his action and partly 

to clarify his own thinking on this subject he wrote an article on "Who are 

Christians? \Ve~" published in the Apostolic Times in which he set forth the 

utter collapse of modern faith. This article was followed by another in the 

Chicago Times exposing the general dogmas of the chJr:.:h. 
It is not known whether he considered the price he would have to pay 

for this action in alienating practically all his friends and making it practically 

impossible for him to secure another teaching positio11, but knowing Dr. Smith 

the writer doubts whether a foreknowle:ige of the results of his decision would 
have made any difference. He was an independent thinker and nothing but 

the truth would satisfy him. "Absolutely candid and outspoken, he revealed a 

spirit quite unrestrained by worldly consideration of safety or prudence." 

His colleagues wer<: indignant with him. He was branded as an infidel, and no 

college wanted a professor of this type on its faculty. James Lane Allen, the 

novelist, a friend of Dr. Smith, knew the story of his friend's apostasy and his 

attempt to find himself, so in his book The Reign of Law he made Dr. Smith 

the prototype of David the hero. The story of David is said to have been the 

story in its important outline of Dr. Smith in search of a new basis of faith and 

belief after he had discarded his early faith. 
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THE PROFESSOR 

After his resignation from the University of Kentucky following his de
nouncement of the creeds and dogmas of the church William Benjamin Smith 
was like a derelict upon the ocean. No ports were open to him. Due to a short
age of available men to teach mathematics and due also to Dr. Smith's extra
ordinary ability, St. John's College, a Catholic institution at Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsi.n, secured his services. After two years' service he resigned and en
tered the University of Goettingen, hoping to overcome the handicap of heresy 
by unusual accomplishments in scholarship. After he earned his Doctor of 
Philosophy degree from this University, he returned to Lexington and entered 
upon a campaign to secure a professorship in a college. His credentials were 
superior, but they were counter-balanced by the spectre of heresy which still, 
after four years, dogged his steps. At last in desperation he accepted an in
significant position in a woman's private college in Georgetown, Kentucky. 
The school collapsed in a few months and the principal-the owner-paid him 
with her note, of which never a cent was collected. This left him withoat a 
job in the spring of 1880. A friend of his, who had recently lost a daughter, 
invited him to spend the summer with him on the farm. Dr. Smith was again 
a farmer. 

In the spring and summer he pushed a second campaign for a position 
in a college or in a university. Again he was sorely disappointed, and late in the 
season he accepted a position to teach Latin and Greek in the Bethel Military 
School, a private school in Virginia. He started his third campaign i~ 1881, 
which ended with success. President Hendrix (later Bishop Hendrix) of. 
Central College suggested only one objection to Dr. Smith-that he was too 
young to occupy the chair of physi.:s, to which Dr. Smith replied that he 
admitted the offense of being a young man but that he was correcting the habit 
rapidly and permanently. President Hendrix's rejoinder was to tender the 
position to Dr. Smith. Religious beliefs were not discussed. When Dr. Smith 
felt impelled to express his beliefs, he wrote under an assumed name, "Conrad 
Mascol", and sent his contributions to the Unitarian Review. 

Central College was the stepping stone for William Benjamin Smith to a 
successful teaching career of thirty-four years-Central College 1881-1885, 
University of Missouri 1885-1893, and Tulane University 1893-1915. 

Dr. Smith's four years in Central College were probably the happiest four 
years of his academic teaching career. The atmosphere of culture, the coop
erative spirit, the push and energy, the attitude of college men toward lear11ing 
were all agreeable to him. An added attraction which made his life and work 
worth while and gave him a new m~tive, was the influence in his life of Kath
leen Merrill, who later became his wife. She was a young woman of great 
personal charm and beauty, of high artistic nature, of extraordinary gifts in 
singing. She was teaching vocal music in Howard Payne College,at Fa)ette. 
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When Dr. Smith became professor of physics in the University of Missouri 
in 1885, the President of the University was Dr. Samuel S. Laws, a man of 
extensive learning, a doctor of medicine, theologian, philosopher, inventor, a 
man of affairs, an autocrat in the administration of the University. Dr. Smith 
was young and inexperienced in the ways of men and the world, completely 
devoted to the things of the mind, absolutely candid. "It is then not strange," 
to quote Dr. Keyser again, "that, being in no way awed by the President's 
self-estimate and power, the youthful professor in his contacts with the official 
head of the institution not infrequently suffered himself to use words which 
though always spoken in the manner of a gentleman revealed a spirit quite 
unrestrained by any worldly consideration of safety . and prudence." The 
clashing of intellects, however, was not the immediate cause of the rift be
tween them. \~'hen the University was established and for forty years there
after it maintai'Il'ed a preparatory department for the training of pupils in 
high school subjects so that they might be prepared for entrance to the Uni
versity. A large number of high schools had established a sufficiently high 
standard in 1889 to enable their graduates to enter the University without 
examination. The preparatory department of the University then became a 
rival of the high schools. The Missouri State Teachers Association petitioned 
the Board of Curators to discontinue the preparatory department. Dr. Smith 
gave an able and- forceful address before the Association advocating the dis
continuance of the department. President Laws commended him for his able 
address, but later the President, after due consideration, decided to retain the 
preparatory department, as it had more students than the University proper, 
so he ignored the petition of the Missouri State Teachers Association, called 
his faculty in conference, and declared that the whole movement to abolish the 
department was an attack upon his administration and that the loyalty of the 
faculty demanded its support of the President's position. His chief and practi
cally only opponent on the faculty was William Benjamin Smith. The Presi
dent's contention in this matter was one of the causes which led to legislative 
investigation of the University. The resignation of the President followed. 

Upon the death of Joseph Ficklin, Professor of Mathematics, in 1888, 
Dr. Smith upon his own request and in response to a petition of advanced 
students was transferred to the professorship of mathematics, which ht' held 
until 1893, when he was called to the chair of mathematics in Tulane Univer
sity of New Orleans. After fourteen years' service in this chair he became 
prof ~ssor of philosophy in Tulane. This was th<: goal of his .:::hildhood ambition. 
To him philosophy was not circumscribed by the limitations usually placed 
upon it by university professors. Philosophy embraced all knowledge, conform
ing to Francis Bacon's comprehensive classification of human knowledge 
into history, philosophy, and poetry. In 1915 he retired from active teaching, 
although in the full flush of his powers, and accepted the title of Professor 
Emeritus of Philosophy, with a retiring allowance of ~2,400 a year. This relief 
from teaching gave him opportunity to push forward literary undertakings. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

Natura/ Science 

Dr. Smith was a versatile scholar with wide and varied interests. The 
whole circle of human knowledge came within his purview. He was an ac
knowledged master in at least four distinct fields of learning: natural sciences, 
philosophy, classical literature, and Biblical research and constructive criti
cism. 

His early field of activity was mathematics and physics. He pursued these 
subjects in the academy while he was a mere boy. He taught natural scien.:e 
in the University of Kentucky and his major study in the University of Goet
tingen was in this field. His doctor's thesis was entitled Zur Molecular-kine
matek. His teaching in Central College, in the University of Missouri, and in 
Tulane was in this field. His investigations and teaching of mathematics and 
physics resulted in s.:veral books and magazine articles, of which the most 
important were: Elementary Co-ordinate Geometry, 1886; Co-ordinate Geometry, 
1888, listed in Sonnenschein's Best Books, which with one exception was con
sidered the finest handling of the subject in the English language; d Clew to 
Trigonometry 1891; dn Introductory Modern Geometry of Point, Line and 
Circle, 1892; and Infinitesimal Calculus volume J, 1898. The editors of Web
ster's International Dictionary secured Dr. Smith to write the definitions of 
mathematical terms for their book. · 

The fourteenth edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica contains Dr. 
Smith's definitions of such mathematical terms as "Complex numbers," 
"Cone," "Conic Sections," "Coordinates," "Cylinder," "Ellipse," "Hyper
bola," and "Parabola". The Encyclopaedia dmericana contains an article of 
100,000 words on the "Calculus" contributed by Dr. Smith. Dr. Smith's other 
recorded contributions in this field numbered 22; some in manuscript. He 
considered the article "Method and Aim in Mathemati:al Physics" published 
in the Methodist ffluarterly of great importance because he forecast in it a portion 
of the doctrine so brilliantly expanded by Hans Vaihinger in his Die Philoso
phic des dis Ob. 

New Testament History and Criticism 

The second field in which Dr. Smith was master was the field of New 
Testament history and textual criticism. At the age of fifteen he gave a lecture 
in the Methodist Church of St. Joseph, of which he was a member, on "The 
True Sense in which is to be Understood the Necessity of Creation." For 
twenty years after his break with the church and his resignation from the 
Faculty of the University of Kentucky, he wrote very little on the controversial 
subjects in religion. He contributtd in 1887-1888 a few articles on the resur
rection of Jesus and on the Pauline Doctrine for the Unitarian Review under 
the pen name of "Conrad Masco!," but he continued an intensive study of the 
Epistles of St. Paul. 
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The conclusion of his study on "Curves of Pauline and Pseudo-Pauline 
Style" was that the Epistles to the Philippians, the Ephesians, and the Colos
sians could not have been written by the author of the Epistles to the Galatians 
to the Corinthians, and to the Romans. From his exhaustive study of the 
"Pauline Manuscript F and G of the Epistle to the Romans" he concluded 
that F cannot be a copy of G and that both were copied from an older manu
script. These findings in New Testament criticism were confi rmed by Dr. 
Caspar Hene Gregory in his gigantic work on the New Testament. His con. 
clusions on the study of the Epistle to the Romans were expressed in his article 
"Origin and Destination of the Epistle to the Romans", published in the 
Journal of Biblical Literature. His findings were accepted by Adolf Harnack, 
the distinguished German biblical scholar and writer, and they elicited the 
favorable criticism of T . K. Cheyne, the eminent English Bible critic; of Van 
Mannen, editor of the Encyclopaedia Bib!ica ; and of L. P. Jacks, editor of 
the Hibbert Journal. These men urged Dr. Smith to elaborate his ideas, 
which he did in several magazine articles. 

In 1903, Dr. Smith purchased a copy of Lyon's Assyrian M anual whi:h 
he found in a second hand book store in Chicago. He studied this carefully 
while acting as nurse to his son Kenley. In reading the long chrestomathy at 
the end of the book he repeatedly met with the stem n-<;-r always in the sense 
of 'keep, protect, guard and defend.' It was extremely like na-z-ar-eth. 
After comparing th~ Hebrew cognates, he was convinced that nazaraios was 
derived from n-<;-r and was the name of a deity, and that Jesus N azaraios 
was parallel with Zeus Soter, Yahveh Sabaoth and a host of other deities. 
This to his mind gave a solution of the problem of primitive Christianity. In 
Hippolytus he found an older form of the "Parable of the Sower" which "called 
imperiously for interpretation as a parable of creation." Then he wrote an 
essay on "Pre-Christian Christianity" and sent it to Dr. Otto Pfleiderer of 
Berlin for examination. Dr. Pfleide;er insisted that the work be published in 
book form. It was published in 1906, by A. Topelman, as Der Vorcl1ristliche 
Jesus; a second edition ·appeared in English in the United States in 1911. 
The book caused much criticism among German critics. Dr. Arthur Drews 
popularized the work about four years later when he published his Der Christus 
m)·the, which contained numerous quotations from Dr. Smith's work. Several 
articles and books appeared for and against Dr. Smith's thesis. Finally, Dr. 
Eugen Diedrich asked Dr. Smith to write another book to clarify and amplify 
his thesis in Der V 1rc/iristliche Jesus. His answer was Ecce Deus: Die Urchrist
liche Lehre des Reingottlichen Jesu, 1911, translated and published in English 
in London in 1912. ''The essence of E cce !1eu.,' ', wro~e Dr. Smith, " is symbolic 
interpretation of th~ Gosp~l ... whi :::h carries with it as an inevitable conse
quence, the unhistorical character of th~ whole Gospel story as a biography ... 
and is the interpretation of the whole proto-Christian movement as a crusade 
for monotheism, a protest against idolatry." In an article, "The Everlasting 
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Gospel," the author tried to show the "indisputable and unequivocally es
sential character of the great missionary movement in the diaspora." He wrote 
more than 80 articles and books on theology, New Testament criticism, the 
origin of Christianity, and other religious subjects, many of which were never 
offered for publication. There were four elaborate memoirs; "The Witness of 
Hermes," "The Witness of the Teaching," "The Interpolated Proof-Texts," 
and "The Original Meaning and Reference to the Cru.:ifixion." These con
tributions were to form chapters in his great work Transfigured'-Crucified
Enthroned: A study of the Folk Mind of Israel as a Matrix of Christianism, 
but the work was never finished . 

Many years later (1932) in an article: "Milk or Meat?" (Hibbert Journal 
v. 31, p. 372) Dr. Smith expressed the results of his research in this field. 
Briefly they wtre: The Christ of the New Testament is the righteous servant 
of Jehovah, the Hebrew race, the people of Israel; the son of Man was the peo
ple of Israel, generally impersonated, also the chosen people; again, the hero 
of this old old story '1sually the people of Israel, was idealized, spiritualizcd 
and personalized. 

In an article in the Monist in 1923 on "Christmas? or Epiphany?" he 
wrote: "In the feast of Epiphany he beheld the earlier and quasignostic view 
of the spiritual Jesus, the Savior-God who had appeared on earth to redeem 
man from the sin of idolatry, a conception that gradually retired before the 
later conception of a divine man, physically born, physically living, physically 
suffering and physically dying for the sins of the world." 

Classical Literature 
Dr. Smith was nurtured on the Cla<>Sics. He read them as a boy . His love 

for them never ceased and in later years he became a distinguished classical 
scholar. After his retirement from Tulane University he began a very ambiti
ous project : A Homometrical translation of the Iliad of Homer, line by line, 
in rhythm, measur ~ and cadence, as faithful to the original as the genius of the 
English language would permit. After several years of constant strenuous 
labor, he completed the work. It was accepted by the Macmillan Company for 
publication, but he withdrew it so that he might make the translation more 
nearly perfect. Life was too short for the completion of this great work. It 
was left for his friend and noted classical scholar, Dr. Walter Miller of the 
University of Missouri , for completion and publication. 

William Benjamin Smith possessed a lively imagination, tender emotion, 
love and appreciation of the beautiful everywhere. He often expressed himself 
in rhyme. He wrote the "Merman and the Seraph," which received the Poet
Lore prize, and "Love and Lore," a poem which received a prize among m~re 
than two hundred competitors. His translation into English verse of "Dies 
Jrae," "Stabat Mater," and the " Drunken Song" in Nietzsche's Thus Spake 
Zarathustra were widely published and received very favorable approval from 
Catholics and Protestants. 
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Philosophy 
During several years Dr. Smith had been developing certain philosophical 

views which he hoped to bring together and coordinate in a work to be entitled 
Mind the Maker. He addressed the Phi Beta Kappa of the University of Vir
ginia, in 1913, on "Push or Pull," in which he contrasted the two views of the 
nature process: the one regarding it as a thrust of a transcendent power from 
without; the other as the urge of an immanent power from within. 1n 1918 he 
addressed the Phi Beta Kappa of Tulane University on "Mors Mortis" in 
which he emphasized the evolution of the "Communal consciousness divine 
as the goal of the universal nature-process as slowly revealing itself in history." 
The next year he wrote "Relativity and its philosophical implication:' A 
result of this study was his "Metastereoscopy-Mass as Measure of space
curvature." There were many other contributions to be made a part of this 
master work of which th~ latest manuscript was an essay entitled "Recent 
Physics and World Theory." The major part of this essay containing his 
theory of Reality and the World was published in a booklet Mind, the Maker, 
edited by Dr. C. J. Keyser and published by Scripta Mathematica. This 
brochure must not be confused with his great work Mind, the Maker on which 
he concentrated in his later years but which he never completed. 

Other Fields of Learning 
His major work was in the fields of classics, philosophy, New Testament 

research and criticism, and origin of Christian!ty, but he won distin:tion in 
other fields. In the social sciences he wrote not less than forty articles and 
books, including several biographical sketches, such as the ones on "James S. 
Rollins, the Father of the University of Missouri", "James K. Patterson, 
President of the University of Kentucky." He wrote on old age pensions, 
the race question, government ownership of public utilities, the gold standard, 
and the tariff. His work on the World War covered 400 pages. dn Inquiry 
into the Origin and Some Probable Issues of the European War, 1914 was ac
cepted for publication by Putnam and Sons, and was according to their judg
ment the best that had been written up to that time on the World War. 
However, Dr. Smith withdrew the manuscript as new relevations of facts were 
constantly antiquating earlier statements. It was never published. 

His sketch of "James K. Patterson, President of the University of Ken
tucky" was unusually brilliant. It was an appreciation of his intimate friend, 
a teacher, an administrator, a man of learning, of poise and dignity ; one of the 
two men on the Faculty of the University of Kentucky who remained loyal to 
Dr. Smith after his great apostacy. Dr. Patterson devoted his great talents 
for forty years to the building of the University of Kentu.:ky. The author's 
splendid diction, the rhythm of his sentences, the sweep of his paragraphs 
would indicate that he might have been associated with the famous Homer 
on the windy plains of Troy. The sketch is a literary classic conceived and 
modeled in the Grecian spirit of beauty. 
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LATER LIFE 

Dr. Smith was honored with the Doctor of Laws degree b)' the University 
of Missouri. President Theodore Roosevelt selected him as one of the American 
representatives to the Pan-American Scientific Congress, Santiago, Chile, in 
1906. He enjoyed the distinction of having his biographical sketch in Who's 
Who as well as in W'ho's Who in America and in the National Cyclopaedia of 
American Biography. Dr. Smith was a fellow of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science and the first president of the New Orleans Acad
emy of Science. He was a member of the American Mathematical Society, the 
Circolo Matematico di Palermo, and the Kantgesellschaft of Berlin. 

William Benjamin Smith was a man of great personal charm; gentlemanly, 
courteous, unselfish; a man who could discourse on abstract scien:e with a 
college professor or ::arry on an interesting conversation with the lowliest 
citizen. He inherited a strong vigorous physique and during his long life was 
seldom ill. In 1882, he married Miss Kathleen Merrill of Fayette, Missouri. 
She was an unusually talented woman, a teacher of vocal music in Howard 
Payne College. Later she sang in grand opera in St. Louis, Missouri. After 
seventeen years of married life she died of pulmonary tuberculosis in 1899. 
His eldest son, Neville Merrill Smith, a prominent physician of Fayette, Mis
souri, did not survive an appendectomy in the Jewish Hospital in St. Louis. 
Three children survived their father: Kenley, Katharyn, (Mrs. John Dos 
Passos), and William Benjamin Smith, Jr. 

In his later years, William Benjamin Smith enjoyed a home life such as 
he had not known since his family scattered after the death of his wife. He 
had been very fortunate in selecting a room at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis R. Everman, Columbia, Missouri. This family loved Dr. Smith not 
because he was a lonely man, but because of his gentleness, his courtesy, his 
generosity and his scholarship. Their hearts and their home were open to 
him. In return he loved and respected them and made many contributions to 
the congeniality and happiness of their home. This incipient friendship grew 
richer and deeper in sympathy and understanding during the eleven years 
which he lived in the Everman home. After the death of Mr. Everman in 
1932, Dr. Smith was very solicitous for his future as he had hoped that the 
Evermans would care for him as long as he lived. He was very happy when he . 
learned that he could keep his room, as Mrs. Everman would continue to keep 
some of the rooms in her home rented. Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Bryan, cousins of 
Mrs. Everman, came to live in the home. A deep love and understanding 
developed between Dr. Smith and the Bryans. When he was transferred to 
the Boone County Hospital he begged these three friends not to leave him, 
so he enjoyed their faithful ministrations to the last as had been his request. 

The pleasant home relations had left Dr. Smith free to study and to write. 
Certain hours of the day wen~ regularly devoted to writing and research: other 
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hours to recreation and sleep. His ambition had been to bring the three major 
projects-the translation of the Iliad, Mind the Maker, and Transfigured, 
Crucified, Enthroned-to completion, but an infected tooth and the extremely 
dry hot weather in the summer of 1934 over-taxed his well-worn physical body. 

Dr. Smith had always grieved over the death of those dear to him, and 
while he appeared to take death as a matter of fact that comes to everyone 
he did not discuss his own approach to death and his future life. He was so 
engrossed in his work and so intent upon the completion of his projects that 
he seemed to dislike to think of the time for his own passing and he hoped 
that death would be delayed in summoning him. 

After a brief illness in the Everman home Dr. Smith was taken to the 
Boone County Hospital. His children, Katharyn and Kenley, soon arrived. 
This great scholar's eyes soon grew very weary and stared upon the up
per corner of the room, then came his last words in a very low murmur 
"Rappings-Rappings-the angels." The portals of the other world slowly 
unfolded and Dr. William Benjamin Smith entered in, on August 6, 1934. 
The mortal remains of this great man were laid to rest beside his devoted 
wife in the cemetery in Louisiana, Missouri. 

Dr. Cassius J. Kcys.?r in his sketch of William Benjamin Smith concluded 
with this estimate: "Of William Benjamin Smith it may, I think, be said 
without extravagance, that our country has had no greater scholar, no pro
founder or more productive investigator, no more versatile genius, and none 
more completely devoted to the higher interests of the human spirit." 
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Bibliography of William Benjamin Smith 
Compiled By 

Henry 0. Severance, Librarian, University of Missouri 

Frances McKee Hanna, Secretary to the Librarian 

BOOKS 

A Clew to Trignometry, Rolla, Missouri, 1891. 
The Color Line, a Brief in Behalf of the Unborn, New York, Phillips, 1905. 

17 

-- --- --- ----------------Edition 2, Doubleday, 1905. . 
Coordinate Geometry, Boston, Ginn & Co. 1888. (Sonnenschein's Best Books) (Recom-

mended for graduate work in Clark and in Columbia Universities). 
Ecce Deus, die Urchristliche Lehre des Reingottlichen Jesu, Jena, Dietrich, 1911. 
Ecce Deus, Studies of Primitive Christianity, London, Watts & Co., 1912. 
--------------- - Chicago, Open Court Pub. Co., 1913. 
Elementary Co-ordinate Geometry for Collegiate Use and Private Study. Boston, Ginn & 

Co., 1886. 
Infinitesimal Analysis, vol. 1, Elementary Real Variables, New York, Macmillan, 1898. 

(Designed for three volume work. Volumes 2 and 3 never published). 
Introductory Modern Geometry of Point, Line, and Circle, part 1, New York & London, 

Macmillan, 1892. 
------ -- --- --- - ----- ---- ___ _______ __ Revised edition. 1893. 
James Kennedy· Patterson, an appreciation. (In Kentucky State University Commenorative 

Exercises of the Fortieth Anniversary of the Presidency of James K. Patterson, 
June 1, 1909, pp. 83-130.) 

James Sidney Rollins, a memoir, New York printed by the De Vinne Press, 1891. 
A Plea for Higher Education, 24 pp. New Orleans, La., Graham & Son, 1896. (an address 

before the Graduate Club, Tulane University). · 
Tariff for Protection. 1888. (address before the Law School, University of Missouri) 52 PP· 

Published QY the National Executive Committee of the Democratic Party. 
Tariff Reform. 55 pp., Columbia, Mo., Statesman Book and Job Offi~e Printing Co., 18?0. 

(Approved by President Cleveland. Used by the Democratic Party as campaign 
material). 

Der Vorchr~stl~che Jesus, Giessen, Topelman, 1906. . . . 
Der Vorchrzstlzche Jesus, 2 aufl. mit vorwort von Paul W. Schm1edel, Jena, D1etr1ch, 1911. 
Zur Molecular- Kinematek, Goettingen, Hofer, 1879. (Inaugural dissertation). 

ARTICLES 
Published in Encyclopaedias, Magazines, and Newspapers. 

"Address and Destination of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans," Journal of Biblical Litera
ture 20:1-21, 1901. 

"Are Motions Emotions?'', Tulane Graduates' Maga>ine, 16 pp., January 1914. 
"As You Like It'', New Orleans, Times Democrat, 18931 (discussion of the play before the 

Shakespearian Club, New Orleans, La.). 
"A Balaam Among the Historicists'', Open Court 27:383, 1913. 
"Calculus'', 100,000 words in Encyclopaedia Americana, v. 5, 1932. 
" Character Teaching and Napoleon Bonaparte'', Educational Review 74: 172, 19~7. 
"Christianity: Is it dogma or life? I. Dogma," Outlook 66: 686 (Pen name Clericus). 
"Christmas? or Epiphany?" Open Court 39:705, 1923. 
"Comment on Josephus and Tacitus'', Monist 21:119-124, 1911. 
"The Critical T rilemma", Monist 24-411-34, 1914. . . 
"A Criticism and Protest" (A reply to an article written by President Gilman of Johns 

Hopkins on "Objects of a College Education") Tulane University, Olive and Blue, 
p. 5, 1912? 

"The Culture Value of Higher Mathematics", Educational Outlook 2: 261-272, 1905. 
_____ _____________________ ------- - N. E. A. Proceedings, 178-191, 1898. (An address 

before the National Educational Association Conference, 1897) . 
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"Curves of Pauline and of Pseudo-Pauline Style", Conrad Masco!, pseud., Unitaritm 
Review 30:452, 539, 1888. 

"Defenses of the Gold Standard'', Chicago Record,.1896. (Series of six long articles in Chicago 
Record answering Governor J.P. Altgeldt's famous auditorium speech). (Michigan 
writers said they placed Dr. Smith in front line of economists along with Adam 
Smith and David Ricardo. The gold Democrats invited him to "take the stump" 
in the Bryan campaign, 1896). 
A long article on the same subject was published in The Times Democrat, New 
Orleans. 

"Did Paul Write Romans?", Hibbert Journal 1:795-7, 1903. 
" Dies lrae" (a translation) , The Times Democrat. April 3, 1898. Repeatedly published. 

(Much praised by Catholics). 
" Discussion of Christ's First Work on The Cross", Open Court 26: 178-81 ;247-50, 1912. 
"Dreams As Interpretations vs. Interpretations of Dreams". (Read at the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science, Conference, Atlanta, 1898) 16 pp. 
Published, but place unknown. 

"The Drunken Song" (a translation) Poet Lore 16:c 5. (poem in Nietzsche's "Thus Spake 
Zarathustra"). 
"The Duty of the Hour" Argus 8:14-18,1890. 
"E(dgar) H(oward) Farrar" (1840-1922), University of Virginia Bulletin, October 1923, 

pp. 380-394. 
"Education of the Emotion'', Educational Review 72:88,1926. 
"Electronic Theory of Matter", Monist 27:321-51, 191 7. 
EncJ•clopaedia Americana, 1920. Articles on the following subjects: 

v. 3 The Bible; Bible-History of Old Testament 
Interpretation; Bible--History of New Testament 
Interpretation; Bible--Versions; Biblical 
Archaeology- Old Testament; Biblical 
Archaeology-New Testament 

v. 5 Calculus, the infinitesimal. 
EncJ·clopaedia Britannica, 14th edition, 1929. Articles on the following mathematical terms: 

v. 6 Complex numbers; Cone; Conic sections; Coordinates; Cylinder. 
v. 8 Ellipse. 
v. 12 Hyperbola; Hyperboloid. 
v. 17 Parabola; Paraboloid. 

"Harnack versus Harnack" , The New World 7:648-662, 1898. 
"Henri Poincare: an appreciation", Monist 22: 615-617, 1912. 
"Heredity: Light thrown upon the enigma that has puzzled biologists", The Republic? 

October 8, 1889. 
"Humanity of Jesus", Open Court 26:416-26, 1912 (This article contests a protest). 
"Imaginaries on Geometry" 1890, a memoir on imaginary curves. Published, place unknown. 
"Impressions of Normandy and The Capital of France", New Orleans, The Times Democrat, 

November 25, 1906. 
"Indictment and a Challenge'', Educational Review 69: 169, 1925. 
"In memoriam: John Henry Neville'', 1908. Published, place unknown. 
"In memoriam : Dr. Robert Peter'', Lellers 1 :34-40, 1928. 
"Jes us and The Baptist", Open Court 28 :38-45, 1914. 
"The Jewish Element in Galilee", Open Court 23 :748-62, 1909. (comment on Prof. Paul 

Haupt's article : "The Aryan Ancestry of Jesus"). 
"Judas Iscariot'', Hibbert J ournal 9:529-44, 1911. 
"Kant's Transcendental Aesthetic in the Light of Modern Mathematics", Hibbert Journal 

7:890-910, 1909. 
"Keep the Hell Fires Burning'', Educational Rei•iew 76:176, 1928. 
"Kindred of Jesus and the Babylon of Revelation", Open Court 26: 744-58, 1912. 
"Latest Lights and Shadows on the J esus Question", Monist 24: 618-34, 1914. 
"Less Pessimism, Please", Educational Review 71: 241, 1926. 
"Letter to M. Rumjantzco, July 11, 1925, Moscow, place unknown. (Rumjantzco and other 

Russian editors and publi'shers wrote to the author repeatedly and urgently, offer
ing high prices for anything he would write for them but he excused himself, not 
wishing to be identified with the Soviet movement then). 

"Lexington" (Kentucky) 1775-1925. Published, place unknown. 
"Life and Its Meaning'', The Literary Guide, November 1922, p. 169. 
"Mathematical Definitions", Webster's New International Dictionary, 1906. 
"Meaning of the Epithet Nazorean (Nazarene)" Monist 15: 25-45, 1905. 
"The Merman and the Seraph" (a poem), Poet Lore v. 17, no. 3; 5-7, 1906. 
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-·------ -------- ------ ------ ____ New Orleans, The Times Democrat, March 
17, 1907. 

"Method and Aim in Mathemtical Physics'', Methodist §)uarterly 1884? (an address given 
at Central College, Fayette, Missouri). 

"Milk or Meat?'', Hibbert Journal v. 31, no. 3:372, 1933. 
"Mills of Gods" (translation of Ancient Greek), 3 pp., 1931. Published, place unknown. 
"Mind and Body", Hibbert Journal 29: 425, 1931. 
"Mind the Maker," the world theory presented by Cassius Jackson Keyser, Scripta Mathe

matica, N. Y. (1935). 
"Mars Mortis (Death of Death) Monist 28: 321-51, 1918. (Probably the author's most 

popular article). 
"Mystic Number Nine'', Open Court 23: 380-2, 1909. 
"The Nazarenes, Pre-Christian, a voice from Scandinavia", Open Court 27:559-561, 1913. 
"Newer Testament'', Hi.Merl Journal 23: 588, 1925. 
"Not Ten but Twelve'', Science n. s. 50: 239, 1919. 
"Note on Bousset, Deussen, Garbe, et al", Open Court 28: 546-8, 1914. 
"Nuevas Teorias de las fenomenos fisicos'', 1° Pan-Americano .. Cientifico Congreso. Tra

bajos, vol. 5, 1908-09. (an address given De.c. 26, 1908, Pan-American Scientific 
Congress, Santiago, Chile) . 

"Nuptials in High Life'', Monist 33: 618-634 1923. 
"Origin and destination of the Epistle to the 'Romans", Journal of Biblical Literature (later 

than 1893). 
"The Origin and Significance of Disease'', 25 pp. Published, place unknown. (an address 

-Annual Commencement of the Medical Dept., Tulane University, April 14, 
1897. This address was much praised by the Medical Faculty). 

"Our Material Age'', Educational Reuiew 71: 20, 1926. 
"The Pauline Manuscripts F and G, a textual study'', American Journal of Theology 

7: 452-55; 662-688, 1903. (In his giant work Text kritik des N:ue11; Test~ments, III, 
1041, C. R. Gregory, Univ. of Leip7ig, says: "William BenJamm Smith demon
strates that the manuscript F can not be a copy of G, but that both F. and G were 
copied from a manuscript now unknown". This essay was regarded m Germany 
as of unique importance). 

"Physics as part of a Liberal Education". Published, place unknown. (Inaugural address as 
Professor of Physics in Central College, Fayette, Mo., January 13, 18~6). 

"Power By Which We Live'', Educational Reuiew 69: 127, 1925. 
"Pre-~hristian Jesus'', American Journal Theology 15: 259-65, 1911. 
"President E. A. Alderman'', Uniuersity of l'ir~inia Bulletin, 1905? 
"Professor Loofs on What Is the Truth About jesus?" Open Court 27: 689-701, 1913. 
"Psychology sans Psyche'', Psyche 8: 59-71, 1927. ' 
"The Tale of Israel Told Anew" The Non-Sectarian 4:143-157; 215-231, 1894. 
"Push? or Pull?'', Monist 23: 14-41 1913. (Phi Beta Kappa address, University of Vir-

ginia). ' 
"Real Question of the Ancestry of Jesus'', Open Court 24: 12-25, 1910. (Further comment 

· upon Prof. Haupt's article: "The Aryan Ancestry of Jesus"). . "Relativity and I ts Philosophic Implications", Monist 31: 481-511,.1921. (Address delivered 
at the New Orleans meeting of the Southern Society of Philosophy and Psychology. 
April 1920.) 

"Reply to Professor Lovejoy on Der Vorchristliche Jesus", Monist 19: 409-20, 1909. 
"Reclaiming Sahara'', New York?, June 22, 1929. 
"Report of the Board of Visitors to the University of Missouri, 1888-89." . . . "Report on Section 2: Physics and Chemical Sciences", First Pan-American Scientific 

Congress 1908-09, Santiago, Chile. Appendix F, Report of Delegates, pp. 26-29, 
Wash., D. C., Government Printing Office, 1909. . . 

"Sacculi Silentium" (in German), published in his Der Vorchristhche Jesus, pp. 135-224 
(considered quite extraordinarily valuable.) 

"Saint Ignatius vs. the Historicists", Open Court 27: 351-63, 1913. . "St. Paul's Doctrine of Inspiration", Conrad Masco), pseud., Unitarian Review 28: 189-203 
1887. 

"St. Paul's Doctrine of the Risen Christ", Conrad Masco!, pseud., Unitarian Reuiew 27: 
515-529, 1887. 

"St. Paul's Doctrine of Salvation'', Conrad Masco!, pseud., Unitarian Review 29: 97-114, 
1888. 

"Science-Philosophy-Religion", Unitarian Re, iew 28:314-331, 1887. 
"Silence of Josephus and Tacitus'', Monist 20: 515-50, 1910. 
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"Some Commercial Fallac!es Exposed", St. Louis Republic? (an interesting article on Free 
Trade). 

"The Scripture Idea of Salvation", Conrad Masco!, pseud., Unitarian Review 29: 1-11, 1888 
"Spirit of Carl Holsten'', Conrad Masco!, pseud., Unitarian Review? 
"Status and Drift of New Testament Criticism," Encyclopaedia Americana. 
"Switzerland", New Orleans Picayune, 1907. (written in Europe after trip in Switzerland). 
Stabat Mater. Translation. Argus 10: 13, 1892. 
"The Tale of Israel Told Anew", Non-Sectarian, March 1893?, pp. 143-231. 
"Tell The Whole Truth" (and several other articles on economic subjects) The 1\"e,c North-

west?, (Montana) 1920. 
"Theory of the Pre-Christian Jesus", Open Court 24: 632-5, 1910. 
"Transfiguration", Litera.ry Guide, London, July 1933. 
"The True Sense in Which is to be Understood the Necessity of Creation," St. Joseph, 

Mis_souri, daily paper?, 1865. (a lecture in the Methodist Church at the age of 15). 
"Twelve vs. Ten", Educational Review 2: 347, 1891. 
"Unto Romans, XV and XVI", J ournal of Biblical Literature 20: 129-157; 21: 117-169, 1902. 
"War, Diplomacy, Business, plain talks to Teutons" (this paper and other papers on similar 

subjects were published during the World War by eastern journals. Some were 
reprinted and posted in the War camps in France) . 

"War, Draft the Rich", Columbia Daily Tribune?, 1917 ? 
"We must Take Higher Ground", Educational Review 68: 187, 1924. 
"What a Layman Wants in the Teaching of History and Literature", Educational Review 

73: 144, 1927. 
"What the Sin? Who the Sinner?'', Literary Guide, London, October 21, 1929. 
"What's Being Told to our Children?", Educational Review 75: 207, 1928. 
"What Remaineth?'', Monist 29: 1-31, 1919. 
"Wiener's Criticism of Keyser" Published, place unknown. 

BOOK REVIEWS BY DR. SMITH 
Bacon, Benjamin W., "Christianity Old and New", Open Court 28: 68-96, 1914. 
Barzellath, Giacomi, "Monte Amiata e ii suo profeta 1910-'', published, place unknown. 
Case, Shirley Jackson, "Historicity of Jesus", Open Court 26: 604-18, 1912. 
Drew, Arthur, "Die Christus mythe" Vol. 11-"The Witness to the Historicity of Jesus", 

Open Court 26: 372-377, 1912. 
Furness, Wm. H ., "The Story of the Resurrection of Christ Told Once More", Conrad 

Masco!, pseud., Unitarian Review 27: 11 8-131, 1887. 
Jean James, "The Universe Around Us", New Y ork, Feb. 15, 1930. 
Keyser, Cassius J., "Mathematical Philosophy", New York? , 1922. 
Keyser, Cassius J., "Pastures of Wonder'', N ew Y ork?, 1929. 
Kunen, "Godsdenst van Israel," Non-Sectarian M ontlily ? 
"A New Philosopher" (review of Hans Vaihinger's "Wie die Philosophie des Als Ob Ent

stand"), Literary Review of t/ie New Y ork Times, July 9, 1921. (2,500 words). 
Pfleiderer, Otto, "Christi an Origins'', in Noteworthy Estimates of T wo I mportant Books, 

B. W. Huebscher, pp. 7-12. 
Pick, Bernard, "The Apocryphal Acts of Paul, P eter, John, Andrew, and Thomas' ', Journal 

of Philosophy 8: 415-17, 1911. 
"Polyxena Christiana" (review of Bousset's "Kyros Christos") , M onist 26:1-31, 1919. 
"Splenger's Theory of the Historical Process" (review of Oswald Spleng!er's "Der Un tergang 

des Abendlandes"), Monist 32: 609-628, 1922. 
"Theoretical Basis of Human Behavior" (review of Albert Paul Weiss' work), publ ished in a 

psychical journal, name and place unknown. 
Thomas, J. C., "Life, Mind and Knowledge or the Circuit of Sentient Existence'', Literary 

Guide, London, November 1922. 
MANUSCRIPTS 

"Andromeda", a poem written in student days. 
"Al Puerte de! Ynca'', 1 p. (a poem written at the req uest of Delegates to the F irst Pan-

American Scientifi c Congress, 1908-09). 
"Anglo-American Relations'', 1898, 15 pp. 
"Autobiography", 46 pp. 
"Babylon-The Enchantress", 60 pp., 1930. (an address before the Discussion Club, 

Columbia, Missouri). 
" Behaviorism: Any Meaning?'', 32 pp., 1928. (an address before the Discussion Club, 

Columbia, Missouri). 
"Big Business : Boon? or Bane?", 10 pp. 
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"Briton and Teuton Compared" (addressed to the editor of the New York Times) 6 p. 
"The Call to The Just", 10 pp., 1932. (a review of Epic of America by James Truslow 

Adams). 
"Cases of Construction (on McDougal) 24 pp. 
"Christian Science as Cosmic Theory'', 11 pp., Dec. 27, 1930. (letter to Professor H. Ru bey). 
"Conclusions in Syllogisms Both Premises Negative'', 13 pp., May 18, 1913. 
"Co-operation-Trade Unionism" (economic discussion). 
"Cosmography or Metaphysics" (an address). 
"Demoniac of Ger as a", 11 pp. (an important work) . 
"Dreams and Dreamland", 36 pp. 
"Dreams and the Nature of Reality'', 19 pp. 
·"Dreams as Retrostructive Interpretations", 22 pp. 
" Epilog to Mind Makes Matter". 4 pages. 
"Eternal Life'', 74 pp. 
"Ethics'', 49 pp. 
"Europe Revisted" (never completed). 
"The Exponental Development of Real Exponents". 
"The Everlasting Gospel". 
"Evolution Alone Human and Divine", 9 pp. 
"Ezekiel's Vision of a Wheel Within a V\'heel" 4 pp. and chart. 
"Functions of a Complex Variable" 188 pp. ' 
"Galatians'', 196 pp. ' 
"Germany's Answer'', 7 pp. 
"Gnostic Quotations in the New Testament". 
"Goguel's Jesus de Nazareth'', (a review). 269 pp. 
"The Great Refusal", 1902. 4 pp. 
"The Greek Spirit and What We Owe to It" 38 pp. (an address). 
"Heart to Heart With Voter", 30 pp. 1928.' 
"Heredity" (an address). ' 
Homer's Iliad, line for line homometric translation. 
".'\n inquiry into the Origins and Some Probable Issues of the European War'', 1~14. (a 

large manuscript, was submitted to G. P. Putnam & Sons, New York _City and 
accepted as in their judgment the best up to that time written; but was withdrawn, 
as constant new revelations of facts were constantly antiquating earlier pronounce
ments). 351 pp. 

"In the Valley Again", 7 pp., 1931. 
"Italy'', 29 pp. 
"Interpolated Proof-Texts". 
"James Kennedy Patterson, a memoir'', 237 pp. 
"John Locke" (a lecture). 
"Knowledge", 190 pp. 
"A Life or a Dogma". 1900. 
"Mass and Mind", 20 pp., 1929. 
"Materialism'', 39 pp. . 
"Metastereoscopy: Mass As Measure of Space-Curvature",_ 18 pp., 1~22 .. (A v_ery im-

portant paper, submitted to various high authorities m Colu~b1a University, also 
submitted to H. Vaihinger of Halle University, Germany, highly approved and 
recommended to be published but was never offered to be published anywhere, 
withheld in hope of enlarging ;he mathematical discussion). 

"Nature and Necessity of Philosophy'', 22 pp. 
"Nature of Reality'', 19 pp. 
"New Patch on Old Garment" (review of Formgeschichtliche Methode), 92 PP· 
·~ew Patch? or New Garment?" (review of Klausner), 90 pp., 1926. 
"~umber", IOI pp. . 
"Old Age Pensions" 3 pp. 1930. (a letter to Representative Wm. I. Svrov1ch). 
"Originals, Drafts (~n Phi!'o, Baruch, Sibyl). 
"An Opportunity and a Suggestion" (an address) (1911). 15 pp. 
"Origin, Meaning, and Reference of the Crucifixion". 
"Original Sense of Crucifixion", 27 pp. 
"Origins of Christianity'', 132 pp. 
"Pavlov on Conditioned Reflexes'', 38 pp., 1930. . 
"Peace! Peace! When There is No Peace'', 1917. (A reply to Dr. Charles W. Eliot). 
"Philosophy'', 109 pp. 
"A Plea for the Individual". (an address) 18 pp. 
"Power With Responsibil.;ty". 
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"Public Service? or Private Profit?" (delivered before the New Orleans Round Table Club, 
and the Southern Society of Economists). (An argument for municipal ownership 
of public utilities). 

"Race-Decay: The Dry Rot in Civilization", 31 pp., 1909. (An address delivered in New 
Orleans, als presented (not read) to Th e F!rst Pan-American Scientific Congress, 
Santiago, Chile). 

"Recent Physics and \<\'orld Theory" (to be published in Scripta Mathematica ). 
"Religious Triangle' ', 136 pp., 1931. 
"Relativity and its Philosophical Implications". 29 pp. 
"The Science of Mathematics". 
"The Secre t of Christianity". 
"Seen, Occasional-Unseen Eternal". 1927. 12 pp. 
"Socrates'', 25 pp. (an address). 
"Southern Literature" (an address). 
"Stranded" (a jocular paper). 
"Swiuerland and Italy'', 38 pp. 
"Trigonometry'', 101 pp. 
"Through Nature to God," 56 pp. (a rev iew of Titius' "Naturund Gott" ). 
"Unto The Romans'', 426 pp. 
"What is Experience?", 45 pp. 
"Witness of the Spirit". 
"\Vitness of the Teaching". 
"Woman Suffrage'', 29 pp. 
"The World is my idea'', 14 pp. 
lvlind, the Maker was planned to include th e following: 

"Cases of Construction'', 24 pp.; "Epilog to 1\1 ind Makes Matter", 4 pp.; "i\le ta
stereoscopy", 18 pp.; "Mind is Maker; ;\latter is Made'', 6 pp., 1930; "Nature and 
Necessity of Philosophy"; "New Hcalism", 122 pp., 1924; "The Realism of B. 
Russell'', 31 pp.; "Seen, Occasional- Unseen, Eternal", 12 pp., 1927; "Space is 
Everything-Except Reality", 9 pp., 1930; "The World is i\ly Idea"; "World
making", 34 pp., 1927. 

Transfigured-Crucified- Enthroned. A Study of the Folk-mind of Israel as .l1atrix of 
Christianisrn was planned to include the following: 
"The Eternal Gospel To-day and To-morrow"; "Fourth Eclogue of Vergil
Translation; "Hermas vs. Historicists"; "Interpolated Proof-texts", 1913; "Light 
in the East" (review of Loofs), 6 pp., 1927; "Numeric Symbolism in the Fourth 
Gospel'', 34 pp.; "Originals, Drafts (on Philo, Baruch, Sibyl; Notes in Nils Messel) " 
"Origins of Christianity"; "Teaching of the Teaching'', 37 pp., 1913. 

WRITINGS ABOUT DR. WILLIAM BE'.\IJAMlr\ SMITH 

The Argus (University of Missouri pubEcation) 
Sketch of Dr. Smith, 7: 141. 
Review of Memoir on Rollins, 10: 6. 
Resignation from the University of Missouri 13 no. 1 :3, 40. 

Borinski, Karl, "Extracts from a review of Der Vorchristliche Jesus !vlo11ist 18: 587-597. 
Borinski, Karl, "Smith's Biblical Criticism", Monist 21: 307, 191 I. 
Campbell, W. A., lf'illiam Ben;mnin Srn itlz, a tribute. (Brochure of six pages privately 

printed). 
Cheyne, T. K., "Review of Ecce Deus" in Hibbert Journal, July 1913, p. 917. 
Columbia Missourian, June 30, 1931. (an article about the university of Missouri conferring 

the LLD. degree upon Dr. William Benjamin Smith. Photo and sketch). 
Conybeare, F. C., "The Historical Christ or Investigation of the Vi ews of J. ;\I. Robertson, 

A Drews, and W. B. Smith", Open Court 29: 163-189, l\lr. 1915. 
Criticism Criticized, Judgments of Sc/iolarsliip upon Eei· Vorc/1ristliche Jesus, and Ecce Deus, 

1906-1915. Privately printed. 
Dodd, Helen \Neils, "\Villiam Benjamin Sm ith as a Critic", St. Louis Post Dispatch, Feb. 

27, 1935, p. 2c. 
Drews, A. C. H. Die C!iristus M;·tl.·e. 
Gammell, John. "The New Testament problems solved or Professor v\'. B. Smith on The 

Pre-Christian Jesus" (an address. Wellington, New Zealand, 1907). 
Gregory, C.R. "Textkritik des neuen Testaments", III: 1041. 
Joeckel, Alfred. "Satire and Gegenwart" in Die Gegenwart, 1911, no. 48 : 799. 
Kampmeier, A. "An Appeal to the Better Knowledge of Dr. W. B. Smith", Open Coui·t 

28:61, 1914. 
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Kampmeier, A. "A Protest Directed to W. B. Smith's Christ's First Word on the Cross", 
Open Court 26: 310, 1912. 

Keyser, Cassius J ., "William Benjamin Smith" in American Scholar v. 4, no. 2, 1935, p. 239. 
Keyser, Cassius J., "William Benjamin Smith" in Scripta Mathematica v. 2, no. 4, 1934, 

p. 305. 
Klyce. "Ecce Deus" in Klyce's Sins of Science, 1925, p. 397. 
Knight, Ray, "A Mathematician on the Origin of Christianity-William Benjamin Smith", 

Hibbert Journal 33, p. 222. 
Lovejoy, Arthur 0., "The Theory of a Pre-Christian Cult of Jesus", Monist 18: 597-609, 1908. 
Melhorn, Paul, "1st Der Vorchristliche Jesus Widerlegt?" in Neue Jesus Literatur. 
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, "William Benjamin Smith" 9: 133. 
"Pe?ple in the Foreground-William Benjamin Smith", Current Literature 38:509, 1905. 
Pfleiderer, Otto. "Review of Der Vorscliristliche Jesus," 1906. 
Schm~dt, Nathaniel, "Review of Ecce Deus", Philosophical Reuiew 22: 563-564, 1913. 
Schm1edel, P. W., "Preface" to Der Vorchristliche Jesus. 
Schnehen, Wilhelm von, "Das Freie Wort Der Volkserzieher" . . 
Schnehen, Wilhelm von, "The Secret of Christianity (Ecce Deus)", Open Court 26: 546-549. 
Schweitzer, M. "Leben und Lehre Jesu" Theo/. Rundschau, 12, no. 4. 
Schweizer, A. Lebens-Jesus Forschung, p: 492. 
Soltau, W., "Der Vorchristliche Jesus, 1906", Berliner Philo/. Wochenschrift, June 1, 1907, 

p. 687. 
Town and Country Reuiew, Nov. 1, 1933. London. (a sketch of Dr. William Benjamin Smith 

with photo.). 
"Vorchrist", Kirchenblatt, Jan. 3, 1908. 
Whittaker, T.: Priests, Philosophers and P1·ophets, p. 246. 
Who's Who 1932-1935. 
Who's Who in America, 1903-1934. 

Names of journals in which a·ppeared during the years 1906-1915, reviews and com
ments on Dr. William Benjamin Smith's books, Der Vorschristliche Jesus and Ecce Deus. 

a-Foreign 
Christliche Freiheit, June 13, 1909 
Berliner Philologische Wochenschrift 
Preuschen's Zei tschrift (Harnack) 
Preussische J ahrbuecher 126: 1 
Revue Archeologique 
Revue Biblique Internationale 
Revue Critique, Sept. 24, 1906 
Revue del'histoire des religions 
Revue Historique 
Theologisch Tijdschrift 
Theologische Li tera tur blatt 
Theologische Revue 
Theologische Rundschau 
Theologischer J ahresberich 26 

b-American 
Boston TranscriJ=>t, Nov. 25, 1911 
Chicago Record-Herald 
Dial (Chicago) 
International Journal of Ethics 
Monist 
New York Times 
New Yorker Zeitschrift 

c-English 
Christian Commonwealth 
Inquirer 
Literary Guide 
The Quest 
Review of Theology and Philosophy 
Westminster Review, Oct. 1907. 
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