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CLOVER AND COWPEAS. 

In Bulletin No. 34 of the Missouri 
Agricultural Experiment Station a 
full discussion of the value of clover 
and cowpeas is given, and practi
ca l suggestions are made as to the 
best methods of securing a stand 
and growing these crops. 

These plants ha ve a power not 
possessed by the other common 
farm crops, such as corn, wheat, 
timothy and blue grass, that of 
gathering nitrogen from the air. It 
is supposed that with judicious care 
and management the nitrogen sup
ply in reasonably good soils may be 
maintained almost indefinitely by 
the proper use of these crops tor 
green manuring. The cowpea is 
recomI;Jlended for very poor soils in 
all sections of the State, and for all 
soils in the southern half of Mis
souri. They should 110t be sown 
too early in the spring. Last sea
son the Station secu~ed a crop of 
1 ~ tons of field cured cowpea hay 
per acre, seeding on wheat stubble 

without plowing after the wheat 
had been harvested July 1st. The 
peas were removed, and the land 
again sown in wheat without being 
broken, September 20th. In other 
words the crop of cow peas was 
grown on the land during the sea
son which in ordinary practice it 
would have remained entirely idle. 
It is generally believed by the 
farmers that green manure crops 
should be turned under when very 
green in order to produce valuable 
manure, and that if allowed to ma
ture or become dry, much of the 
valuable fertilizing material will be 
lost. This is entirely incorrect. A 
larger yield will be obtained by al
lowing the crops to become mature. 
Experiments show that clover when 
plowed under in the blossom had 
little more than one-third as much 
fertilizing value as when matured. 
This bulletin may be procured free 
of charge by addressing the Di
rector of the Experiment Station, 
Columbia, Mo. 
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