


Mizzou has been in the business of training 
physicians since the early 1840s - more than a 
century and a half. This is a chronicle or "diary" of a 
proud and good medical school's evolution over these 
many years - a remarkable saga: Year by year, 
program by program, it is becoming increasingly 
evident that this medical school is a national leader. 
For example, the ability to cahy out its mission of 
contributing to the health care of rural Missouri is a 
model for other schools. 

As one of Missouri's fmest assets, the Health 
Sciences Center is a product and enduring legacy of 
so many - it's students, graduates, staff, faculty, ad
ministration, community leaders, state legislators, 
referring physicians and, of course, its patients. Many 
of the chapters detail and pay tribute to their efforts. 
The long struggle in re-establishing the four-year 
school on the campus of the university as an integral 
part of the allied sciences is an important part of this 
story. 

The big killers of the day have often changed 
their names, but our medical school, like others, 
continues to search for new knowledge that can turn 
back these formidable opponents. 

A newer and more effective curriculum 
continues to evolve, including exposure to socio
economic issues. Pioneer efforts in telemedicine are 
initiated. 

Much of the purpose of this book will have 
been achieved if recent and future graduates of the 
medical school gain a greater appreciation of the rich 
tapestry of history that is theirs. A knowledge of the 
past will help chart the future, always realizing that 
we stand on the shoulders of those who have gone 
before. 

Often on the lighter side, the reader may enjoy 
some of the anecdotal vignettes. Maybe the reader 
will imagine Aesculapius is indeed a Mizzou Tiger! 
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About the Cover 

Aesculapius (Latin) was in Greek mythology 
(Asklepios) the God of Medicine or Health, the 
Archetypal Physician devoted to compassion 
and skilled care of his patients. The son of 
Apollo and nymph Karonis, he was tutored in 
the alt of healing by the centaur Chiron. 

Zeus, the King of Gods, at the urging of 
Hades, god of the under
world, was afraid that 
Aesculapius might 
render all men immOital 
and therefore slew him 
with a thunderbolt. In 
tribute to Aesculapius, 
the Greeks placed the 
practice of medicine 
under his protection. 
The cult of Aesculapius 
evolved to such an ex
tent that afflicted 
pilgrims flocked to 
Greek temples named 
for Aesculapius for over 
a thousand years. 
Remains of the temples 
(Aesculapions) still exist 
at Epidaurus, Pergamon, 
Athens and elsewhere. 

its ethical code, its charter of medical conduct 
and guide for over 2000 years. At graduation 
ceremonies throughout the world, medical 
students have participated in one or another 
version of the "Oath of Hippocrates," an appeal 
for COITect conduct in the practice of medicine. 
The Oath of Hippocrates, as a reaffinnation of 

the belief that the 
patient's interest comes 
first, invokes the name 
of Aesculapius, i.e., I 
swear by Apollo the 
physician, and Aes
culapius .... 

For many years at 
Missow'i, the Oath of 
Hippocrates was ad
ministered by Dr. M. 
Pinson "Pappy" Neal as 
an impressive aspect of 
graduation. In later 
years, some graduating 
classes have elected to 
use, instead, the 
Declaration of Geneva. 

Homer mentioned 
Aesculapius in his 
poem, the Iliad, as a 
skilled physician. Aes
culapius is said to have 
died in 1237 B.c. In the 
Iliad, Homer also states 
that Aesculapius had 

Jesse Hal/floodlit/or thefirsttime 
October 1987 

On the cover, "Aes
culapius" is shown with 
his staff, around which 
is coiled a single ser
pent. The staff of Aes
culapius has become the 
symbol of a physician or 
the logo of the medical 
profession. The Cadu
ceus, on the other hand, 
with its winged staff and 

two sons, (Machaon and Podalirius) both ser
ving as physicians in the historic siege of Troy 
(about 1180 B.C.). He had two daughters, 
Hygieia (the goddess of health) and Panacea 
(the goddess of phannacy). 

Hippocrates is said to be the eighteenth 
descendent of Aesculapius. He was born about 
461 B.c. From Hippocrates, medicine received 
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intertwined serpents has no medical meaning as 
it represents the magic wand of Hennes (Mer
cury) the Greek myth-ological God of com
merce and communication, and protector of 
merchants, thieves, and travelers. 

The Aesculapian staff should be used as the 
true emblem of medicine. It's direct association 
with the Greek god of medicine remains a 
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valuable link between medicine today and its 
origin. 

Both the Missouri State Medical As
sociation and the American Medical As
sociation (1910) use the staff of Aesculapius. 
In 1956, the United Nations issued a stamp on 
which appeared the staff of Aesculapius. 
Many groups have adopted the staff of Aes
culapius as their official insignia, includes the 
World Health Organization and the medical 
corps of numerous nations. The U.S. Anny 
Medical Corps - uses the Caduceus, however, 
as a "symbol of neutrality, non-combat, and 
peace." 

Aesculapius continues to be recognized in 
our medical schools and elsewhere. For 
example, our medical students at Mizzou have 
an annual Aesculapian Ball. The world's 
largest surgical instnllnent manufacturer is 
named Aesculap, Inc. It's headquarters are in 
Tiittlingen, Gennany. 

In the Spring of 1967, the six historic 
columns on Frances Quadrangle were flood
lighted at night through funds provided by the 
Missouri Student Association and the Univer-
sity Alumni Association. In October 1987, to 
kick off the sesquicentennial celebration, the 
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dome of Jesse Hall was lighted for the first 
time. It was a spectacular event for all who ...... -------------------
attended. Gold tinted lights 
were installed to be tul11ed on 
for especially significant events 
occUlTing at the University, 
including football victories. 

Aesculapius is the Mizzou 
Tiger standing in front of the 
famed Missouri colUlnns as they 
remained following the devas
tating fire of the old Academic 
Building on January 9, 1892. 

The Quadrangle in front of 
Jesse Hall and including the 
columns is named after David 
R. Francis. David R. Francis 
was elected govel11or of Mis
souri in 1888 and was govel11or 
at the time of the fire. 
Throughout his life, Govel11or 
Francis was a strong supporter 
of the university. Govel11or 
Francis spoke at the semi-cen
tennial celebration of the 

The centennial of the Quadrangle . Jesse on 
occurred in 1995. The original tombstone of Thomas Je.tTersonji"Om Monticello 
is located on Francis Quadrangle. 
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university in 1890. The survivors of the 1840 
celebration of the origin of the university were 
present. Twenty-two of the fifty-fow· of the 
original subscribers were present. One of the 
first two graduates, R. L. Todd, presided. 

After the fire destroyed the Academic Buil
ding, Governor Francis immediately came to 
Columbia and rallied the faculty, the board, 
students and townspeople and pledged to call a 
special session of the legislature. For a while, 
the fate of the university hung in the balance. 
There were proposals to remove all or part of 
the university from Columbia. The vote in the 
legislature on March 15, 1893, in fact, gave, on 
the third ballot, Independence one vote, Sedalia 
- 69, and Columbia - 67. Seventy-one votes 
were required for the majority, and eventually, 

Columbia prevailed. Governor Francis en
thusiastically signed the bill for the construction 
of Jesse Hall. 

David R. Francis was an outstanding leader. 
He was in charge of the famous St. Louis 
World's Fair in the early 1900s and was the first 
U.S. ambassador to Russia. For more than a 
decade, he was president of the board of 
curators of the university. 

Jesse Hall is named for Richard Henry Jesse, 
the eighth president of the university (1891-
1908). He was professor of Latin at Tulane 
University in Louisiana before coming to Mis
souri. He was inaugurated June 3, 1891. He was 
to be "leader and guide in the evolution of a new 
and modem university, already showing unmis
takable signs of life." 

Mill English on one oj his many visils 10 Ihe medical school 
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Millon Tale English, Jr., MD. 
(July 3, 1914 - OClober4, 1993) 

In grateful recognition of initial support of this project 
more than a decade ago. For more than half a century, 
Dr. Milton T. English, Jr., served the people of north 
central Missouri. Representing three generations of 
physicians in his family, Dr. English has been a much
loved and respected physician and surgeon. Throughout 
his practice, he has been a strong champion of his alma 
mater and the University Hospitals and Clinics. Both 
Doctors English personify many of the fine traits of 
competence, dedication and devotion that characterize 
our graduates across the years. Dr. Milton English, III, is 
a cardiologist practicing in Seattle, Washington. 

This book is dedicated to 

Milton Tate English, Jr., M.D. 

and 

Milton Tate English, III, M.D. 

Millon T. English, III, MD. 
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Introduction 

It is my intent to chronicle, within the pages of this 
book, the evolving story of a great and good school 
of medicine. An accurate historical picture is an 
elusive one to paint. For almost fifty years, I have 
been collecting pictures and other material that may 
help place events in their proper perspective. Is it 
accurate? I hope so. Is it fair to divergent points of 
view? I hope so. Is it impersonal and totally devoid 
of the author's emotions? Probably not. At any rate, 
I hope that the reader will find this "diary" of a great 
medical school replete with needed factual infor
mation. 

I also hope that you have at least half as much 
fun reading this book as I have had in writing this 
account of the history of our medical school. It has 
been a time of reliving memories and recalling many 
friends, past and present. Truly, one realizes what a 
noble institution we have. As Rose Nolen said in her 
column, "Time passes and memories fade. It is too 
easy sometimes to imagine that we arrived at our 
particular moment in history entirely by our own 
efforts." 

The University of Missouri is the oldest state 
university west of the Mississippi River. With its 
four campuses and almost forty schools, colleges and 
divisions, it has almost 60,000 full- and part-time 
students. The Columbia campus, the oldest, is the 
horne of the world's first school of journalism, the 
oldest agricultural experimental field west of the 
Mississippi, one of the nation's first electrical en
gineeringdepartments, and Missouri's largest library. 
It is only one of five institutions in the United States 
that has accredited programs located on one campus 
in agriculture, business, education, engineering, 
journalism, law, medicine and veterinary medicine. 

In the overall scheme of things, I suppose the 
medical school is but a small segment In Elmer 
Ellis' book, My Road To Emeritus, only about eight 
pages are devoted to the medical school. Less than 
this was included in Vera & James Olson's 296 page 
n,e University oj Missouri, an illustrated history. 
Nevertheless, the influence of the medical school has 
been far-reaching. Much of this book will serve to 

underline "the magnitude of these contributions in 
ways seldom fully reali~d. 

Due to lack of space, some major happenings 
may have been left out. I apolo~ for these omis
sions and for any views with which you might not 
agree. All of this has been a serious attempt to be 
objective but my bias sometimes may slip into the 
text. There can be no single version of the history of 
the University of Missouri Medical Center. Every
one will have a somewhat different picture to paint 
depending upon one's own perspecti~e. 

It is important for a medical school to have 
institutional memory. Too often, parts are missing. 
Too often, many of our departments have thrown out 
their records after a five or ten year period, due to 
"lack of filing space." Once gone, many records are 
irretrievable. As medical historian Robert Hudson 
says, ''To go through life and have no sense of what's 
gone before you just impoverishes you." 

As Matthew Corso said, "Without historical 
understanding, we can't really appreciate how we 
have gotten to where we are, and why our forbears 
took one road and not another." Too often, I have 
observed our administrators judging past standards 
by the standards of our present time. It is difficult to 
put oneself in the place of others who provided 
medicine with the tools and in the environment of 
earlier days. For example, someone was critical of 
the lack of planning and design of critical care units 
in the early days of the hospital construction ... little 
realizing that there was not one critical intensive care 
unit in the country in the early 1950s! What today is 
viewed as an unwise decision may have been en
tirely logical in view of the facts as they were known 
earlier. 

It is my intent to give the reader a sense of the 
flavor of these earlier years. I have been fortunate to 
know a great many of the people mentioned. Most 
often they represent good examples of the dedication 
of a whole host of others. We are grateful to the 
memory of so many. People do make a difference in 
the development of an institution whether they are 
serving in housekeeping, the storeroom, the 
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classroom or as dean of the medical school. All of 
them had a common goal ... to try to build one of the 
great medical centers of this country. Many had 
uncommon vision, energy and imagination. 

As the medical school neared its 100th anniver
sary on the Columbia campus, Dr. M. Pinson Neal 
wrote, 

This medical school-teaching hospital 
complex constitutes a living institution that 
has its own personality and is now nearing 
its 100th anniversary on the Columbia cam
pus. It lives on while the doctors who staffed 
it pass away one by one. But after they're 
gone, something - a part of them - is 
incorporated into the soul of the institution 
they served. What they have done for the 
advancement of medicine through research, 
teaching, and patient care will live on in the 
hearts of their students, patients and the 
thinking citizens of Missouri. 

It is my desire that this account of the growth 
and development of the school of medicine will be 
much more than a review of the various ad
ministrative actions and administrative decisions. I 
also hope that you will have a better understanding 
of the various important roles played not only by 
administration, but by the faculty, staff and students, 
as well as community leaders and our patients. 

The educational philosophy of the School of 
medicine has closely paralleled that of the citizens of 
the state of Missouri. More recently, it has 
increasingly been attuned to the medical needs of the 
people of Missouri. The school of medicine is an 
integral part of the land-grant mission of the entire 
university. Continued efforts toward improvement 
have been the hallmark of the faculty and students 
since its beginning. 

The big killers of the day have often changed 
their name during the last century and a half. 
Cholera, smallpox, malaria, scarlet fever, 
poliomyelitis, typhoid, diphtheria, tuberculosis, 
dysentery and pneumonia have largely faded. Today, 
cancer, stroke and heart disease lead the list with 
AIDS moving up fast. Our medical school, like 
others, continues to search for new knowledge that 
can turn back these fonnidable opponents. The fight 
continues. 
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Clearly, as one of Missouri's major assets, the 
medical center has been able to offer comprehensive 
patient care, sophisticated continuing education for 
the established practitioner and has promulgated an 
environment conducive to medical research ... all in 
addition to training tomorrow's physicians. 

A great medical school is like an ocean. It ebbs 
and flows. It has it's periods of inspirational growth 
and it's days of inertia and mediocrity. Many of the 
faces pictured herein played positive and significant 
roles in their day. Some had remarkable oppor
tunities and muffed them. A few marched to the tune 
of personal aggrandizement or ego satisfaction and 
did their best to preserve and enlarge their own little 
area of turf or fiefdom. Most others, however, saw a 
wider vision, a wider area for common growth. 
Some were transients, lighting only for brief periods 
of time, but even those made their contributions. It 
all adds up to a wonderful and exciting place to 
work, to dream of battles to be won in the eternal 
fight to overcome disease. 

Much of the purpose of this book will have been 
achieved if recent and future graduates of the 
medical school gain a greater appreciation of the rich 
tapestry of the history that is theirs. The struggle to 
build a great medical school is often long and 
tedious with frequent backward moves as well as 
forward. So many have contributed over this long 
span of years. We do, indeed, stand on the shoulders 
of those who have gone before in our efforts to reach 
the pinnacle. 

The medical center is, without doubt, a catalyst 
in making things happen in mid-Missouri. Soon the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, the Mid-Missouri 
Mental Health Center, Columbia Regional Hospital, 
an expanded Ellis Fischel Cancer Center and an 
expanded Boone Hospital Center came along. Henry 
Waters, III, editor of the Columbia Daily Tribune, 
commented, 

All of this is a far cry from the controversy 
and bickering which made it so difficult to 
carry to a successful conclusion the expan
sion of the university's old two-year medical 
course to the full four-year course which 
could provide the state with medical prac
titioners it so badly needed. Then, many 
persons including many medical men, said 
the project was impossible - that the com-
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munity was too small ever to provide the 
clinical material needed for a medical 
school. The fashion in which the medical 
school is succeeding and drawing to it for 
services from throughout the state, shows 
how wrong these objectors were and how 
right was the conception of a medical school 
as part of a great university to serve the 
whole state with all of the other facilities it 
had to offer rather than as an isolated orphan 
in a major city. 

Hopefully, by reviewing our past efforts and 
opportunities, we will be better able to map our 
future. Snapshots of events and individuals who 

have helped shape our school may prove useful. 
Profiles of some of the past "giants" could be 
inspirational. 

Finally, having lived and grown up two blocks 
from the university, attended the university kinder
garten, undergraduate and two-year medical school 
as well as being on the faculty of the medical center 
since 1953, there is a certain autobiographical aspect 
to a recounting of almost half of the school's history. 
For this, I hope the reader will excuse me. 

This is a story of one medical school - 01' 
Mizzou - its people, its trials and tribulations, its 
leaders - a great and good school - our alma 
mater. 

"Early Days" 
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A Mary Pax photograph 
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Mary Pax 
An Indominable Spirit 

Special acknowledgement is made of the significant 
contributions from Mary Paxton Keeley (her friends 
called her Mary Pax). Mary Pax was on the scene in 
the early hours of December 1952 to record the first 
shovels of dirt being taken in the preparation of the 
foundation of the medical center. She labeled this 
picture, "The birth of a 
great medical center." For 
the next several decades, 
she was the unofficial pho
tographer for the medical 
school and hospital. When 
patients were moved into 
the University Hospital 
from Noyes & Parker Hos
pitals on September 16, 
1956, she captured the 
events of the day with her 
camera. Although well into 
her 80s, she would often 
come into my operating 
room to stand precariously 
on a ladder and photograph 
operations. 

seen riding her bicycle about town when it was not 
that fashionable for an older woman. She served in 
the American Red Cross in France during World 
War I and made several daring trips in an observa
tory balloon, much to her family'S dismay. 

Mary Pax lived on Porter Street at the site of the 
present Ambulatory 
Care Center. During her 
retirement years, her 
home received a con
stant flow of visitors 
coming to enjoy the 
company of Mary Pax. 
Each year, Mary and I 
celebrated our birthdays 
together, since I was 
born on June 1 and she 
on June 2. These were 
always pleasant events, 
spent with many of 
Mary's good friends. 

Overall, Mary Pax was 
hospitalized more than 30 
times at the medical center 
and she used some of these 
visits to take pictures from 
her bedside. These, for ex
ample, covered scenes from 
the hospital, the eye bank, 
the classroom, and the 
delivery room. Her photo-

The world s first woman graduate of a school 
o/journalism. Mary Paxton Keeley. 

Mary died after her 
100th birthday on 
December 6, 1986. She 
received many honors 
during her lifetime. On 
her 80th birthday, 
Columbia College had a 
special recognition for 
Mary. It was the 150th 
year of operation of 
what is now Columbia 
College (formerly 

graphs always told an interesting story. 
Shown above is Mary Pax when she graduated in 

1910 from the University of Missouri School of 
Journalism. She was the first woman graduate of a 
school of journalism in the world. 

Mary grew up in Independence, Missouri, as 
good friends of Harry Truman and his future wife, 
Bess. She was the godmother of their daughter, 
Margaret. In Margaret Truman's book, Bess, many 
very affectionate comments are directed toward her 
godmother, "Mary Pax." 

An indomitable spirit, Mary Pax would often be 

Christian College). She 
taught journalism there from 1929 until her 
retirement in 1952. She was one of the founders of 
the Columbia Art League and they recognized her by 
giving her a special scroll of commendation. The 
presentation was made by Dr. Winterton C. Curtis, 
dean emeritus of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
and Dr. Frank Luther Mott, dean emeritus of the 
School of Journalism. 

She was a woman of wide interests and an author 
of several books. She wrote the play Little Vinnie 
Ream, a three-act play. Dr. M.D. Overholser, 
professor and chairman of anatomy, was the leading 
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This photograph was taken 0/ Mary Pax with a delayed exposure camera. The chapel was a gift o/Mr. and Mrs. John 
Epple. general contractors Jor the medical center. 

actor in its premier showing in May 1944. 
In March 1997, a month-long series of Columbia 

community events took place to celebrate the life of 
Mary Paxton Keeley. These included exhibits and 
displays at the Daniel Boone Regional Library, 
University Hospital and Clinics, Walters-Boone 
County Historical Society Museum, Western Histori
cal Manuscripts, Calvary Episcopal Church, 
Columbia Art League and at Columbia College. The 
final event took place at the Missouri School of 
Journalism on March 28, 1997, with a plaque dedi
cation in Gannett Hall. The plaque was designed and 
created by Heather Foote, free-lance sculpter in 
Columbia and wife of Dr. Jerry Foote, medical 
school class of 1965. Bill Paxton, Mary's nephew, 
was on hand to sign copies of his book, Dear Aunt 
Mary. 
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MQly was always a friend of the medical students, who 
visited her often. Here, she is shown with medical students 
qlenn H. Bock and Eric J Carlson in her living room in 
front of a painting of MQly and in her garden with her 
duck walking cane. (ca. 1972-73) 
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A Mary Pax photograph 
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HEAL TH AND MEDICINE in Missouri 
in the Early 1800s 

When Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisiana 
territory in 1801 from Napoleon for fifteen million 
dollars, he had originally planned to use the Missouri 
region as a refuge for displaced Indian tribes conflic
ting with white settlers east of the Mississippi River. 
However, Jefferson's plans to delay the establish
ment of a white, agrarian culture in the Missouri 
territory quickly went awry. Ten thousand settlers 
had already moved into the territory with the inten
tion of staying. In addition, the terms of the purchase 
from France required that inhabitants west of the 
Mississippi River quickly become American 
citizens. These new facts forced the president to 
reluctantly abandon his plans. 

As a result settlers streamed into the Missouri 
territory from New England, the four Middle Atla~
tic states, the Ohio Valley, the south, and Europe m 
the following decades. The territory's population 
swelled from about 20,000 in 1810 to nearly 700,000 
by 1850. In the midst of this explosive growth, 
Missouri became the nation's twenty-fourth state in 
1821. 

Unfortunately for early Missouri settlers, 
however, the steady flow of disease-carrying im
migrants and harsh frontier living conditions led to 
frequent and widespread outbreaks of infectious 
diseases, including cholera, measles, mumps, 
malaria, scarlet fever, smallpox and whoopmg 
cough. The state quickly developed a reputation ~or 
unhealthiness' as echoed in the letters of Enghsh 
traveler Willi;'n Faux, who wrote from Indiana in 
1819: "I am sleeping with a sick traveler from st. 
Louis, who states that many die daily, and his doctor 
there had 150 patients to visit every day, or ofte~er. 
So much for the healthiness of the ever-temptmg 
Missouri." 

Illness was common, but Missouri doctors w~re 
by and large ill-prepared to tre~t thei~ ~any SIck 
patients. Although a few Missoun phYSICIanS at that 
time had gone to medical schools in the East, s~c~ as 
the University of Pennsylvania School of MedIcme, 
most had no formal medical training. Indeed, the 
only training available in Miss0u-? ~efore 1 ~4.0 was 
through apprenticeship to a practIcmg phYSICIan, 

In 1883. Thomas Jefferson s heirs gave the Original Thomas Jefferson 
tombstolle to the Ulliversityof Missouri because Missouri was the jirst 
university to be located ill the Louisialla Purchase tenltolY. Foryears. 
the tombstolle stood outside of the old Jesse Hall auditol"ium. Later. it 
was moved to the west of the challcellors residellce where it slallds 
today. This grallite obelisk ollce mal*ed the gra\'e of Thomas Jeffersoll. 
He was bom Aplll B. 1743 (old calelldar). alld died July 4. 1826. 
Jeffersoll himself desiglled the mOllumellt. Ol"igillally. there was a 
marble tablet allached to the mOllumellt. Wlll1ell by Thomas Jeffersoll. 
The tablet bore the wol'ds "Here was bul"ied Thomas Jeffersoll authol' 
of the Declal'lltioll of Amellcall Indepelldellce alld of the slalule of 
Virginiafor religiousfreedom alld Father of the Ulli\·ersityofVirgillia . .. 
The marble tablet is 1I0W kept ill a vault ill the basemelll of Jesse Hall. 
The brollze plaque that is 1I0W seell Oil the mOllumelll was ullveiled ill 
1932 atthejirst of the ceremonies held all/lually 011 the Ulli\'el"Sily of 
Missouri campus 110110111115 Ihe bil1hdayofTllOmas Jeffel"Soll. UlliWI"Sily 
President Samuel Spahr Laws alld professor of Greek. Alexallder Fleel. 
were illstrunu?IIlal ill pUI"Suadillg Jeffersoll s gralldcflildrellto locale lire 
lombstone Oil the campus of the jirst lalld-gralll college weSI of Ihe 
Mississippi. 

which usually lasted three years. It was not neces
sary, however, to complete an apprenticeship 
medical practice in the early 1800s. Any pioneer, 
whether shopkeeper or farmer, young or old, who 
felt a desire to practice medicine could assume the 
title of "Doctor," hang a shingle, put an adver
tisement in the local newspaper, and wait for patients 
to arrive. 
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Before the Civil War, there was no licensure of 
physicians. The style of a physician depended a great 
deal on the preceptor of the physician or the school 
to which he had enrolled. Someone bearing the M.D. 
degree could be a homeopathic physician, an eclectic 
physician, a herbalist, a steam doctor or a "regular" 
doctor. 

In fact, it was easier to become a physician than 
to practice medicine. A physician at that time had to 
be a jack-of-all-medical-trades, and might practice 
medicine, surgery, midwifery and dentistry all in the 
course of a typical day, in addition to frequently 
preparing the medicines dispensed. 

Because medical science was still in its infancy, 
even university-trained physicians had little specific 
knowledge of etiology or treatment. In fact, the 
uncertainties of medical practice in those days 
prompted a Palmyra, Missouri, physician, Dr. Daniel 
Johnson, to claim that a physician's "skills" were 
govemed entirely by guessing and that those who 
had the most luck at guessing would be the best 
doctors. Doctors relied heavily upon intuition and 
past experience in deciding treatment. Many 
unschooled physicians with extensive first-hand 
experience were just as effective as were university
trained doctors who often received little clinical ex
perience in medical school. 

In the absence of specific, effective treatment, 
the physician's usual approach was a general 
procedure based on the teaching of Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, a foremost practitioner in the late 1700s. The 
general idea was first to purge the patient of 
"whatever was causing the illness" and then to 
"rehabilitate" the patient with various drugs. The 
most common method of purging the patient was 
bleeding by use of lancet or leeches. Then the body 
was further dehydrated by "physicking and 
sweating," and through the use of diuretics and 
emetics. Finally, after the "purgation" was complete, 
the patient's body was "rebuilt with tonics and 
stimulants," such as large doses of calomel (me
rcurous chloride). 

Perhaps a more accurate description of the 
physician's treatment has been provided by Mark 
Twain in his autobiography. He wrote the following 
of medical care in the days of his youth, the mid
I 800s: 
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I remember two of the Florida (Missouri) 
doctors ... They not only attended an entire 
family for twenty-five dollars a year, but 
fumished the medicincs themsclves. Good 

measures, too. Only the largest persons 
could hold a whole dose. Castor oil was the 
principal beverage. The dose was half a 
dipperful, with a dipperful of New Orleans 
molasses added to help it down and make it 
taste good, which it never did. The next 
standby was calomel; the next rhubarb; and 
the next,jalap. They bled the patient and put 
mustard plasters on him. It was a dreadful 
system, and yet the death rate was not heavy. 
The calomel was nearly sure to salivate the 
patient and cost him some teeth. There were 
no dentists, when teeth became touched with 
decay, or were otherwise ailing, the doctor 
knew of but one thing to do - he fetched 
his tongs and dragged them out. If the jaw 
remained, it was not his fault. 

McDowell's Medical College 

As the first major cholera epidemic hit St. Louis in 
1832 and 1833, into an era of unrestricted and often 
ignorant medical practice strutted Dr. Joseph Nash 
McDowell. In 1840, in St. Louis, he founded the 
Medical Department of Kemper College the first 
functioning medical school west of the Mississippi 
River. This Episcopalian college had been es
tablished three years previously to train young men 
for the ministry. The medical college was first 
located at 9th and Cerre Street, on a hill overlooking 
Chouteau's Pond. 

McDowell was one of the most famous (or 
perhaps infamous) physicians in the history of the 
early West. Bom in Lexington, Kentucky, on April 
1, 1805, he was educated in the literary and medical 
departments ofTransylvania University in Lexington 
where he received his medical degree in 1825. He 
was a nephew of the famous Dr. Ephraim McDowell 
of ovariotomy fame. After completing advanced 
studies in anatomy in Philadelphia, he taught 
anatomy at Transylvania University and at Jefferson 
Medical College before retuming to Lexington to 
practice. In Lexington, he married Amanda Drake, 
the sister of Dr. Daniel Drake, one of McDowell's 
former teachers at Transylvania. Becoming an 
associate of Drake's, McDowell helped Drake 
organize the medical departments of Miami Univer
sity in Cincinnati and at Cincinnati College, where 
he was a member of the faculty until the school 
closed in 1839. A colleague of McDowell on the 
faculty of Cincinnati College, Dr. Samuel Gross, 
said of his associate: 



McDowell was an elo
quent and enthusiastic 
teacher of anatomy; he 
had a remarkable gift of 
speech and could enter
tain and amuse his class 
in a wonderful degree. 
He never hesitated to 
go out of his way to 
abuse a professor in 
another school, or to 
talk disparagingly of a 
colleague ... Jealousy 
was one of his con
suming vices, and no 
man ever wagged a 
fouler tongue. With 
proper traullng and 
proper self-restraint, he 
might have become a 
great and shining light 
in medicine, instead of 
being a byword on the 
part of the public and of 
his professional breth
ren. 

In late 1839, McDowell 
moved to St. Louis, planning to 
open his own medical school, 
but the next year Kemper Col
lege offered to make Mc
Dowell's proposed school the 
college's own medical depart
ment. 

It was no accident that 
McDowell founded the first 
medical school west of the Mis

Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

Josep" Nas" McDowell, M.D. 
sissippi River in the 1840s. Ex- Founderoffil'st medical sc"oolto graduate a p"ysiciall III Missouri 
pansionism was the nation's 
credit, and this spirit also manifested itself in the educated, 
proliferation and growth of medical schools, paral
leling the acquisition of territories in the South
western United States in the 1840s. 

The spirit of Jacksonian democracy also per
meated American society in the 1840s. It was an era 
tailored to the "cOimnon folk." Americans shunned 
anything smacking of aristocracy .or restricti~n . . The 
proliferation of medical schools WIth low admissIOns 
standards gave virtually everyone ~ chance to .be
come an "educated" physician. Gomg to medIcal 
schools was no longer only for the rich and well-

St. Louis University and 
It's Early Efforts to 

Establish a Medical School 

While the University of Missouri was the first 
state school to be given a charter in the territory west 
of the Mississippi, St. Louis University, as a private 
school, was granted a charter by the Missouri legis
lature on December 28, 1832. Much later, in late 
1835 and early 1836, discussions were carried 
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This g,.acefuilleoclassical structure 011 tile soutll side at Seve",11 St. alld Clark Ave., SI. Louis, opelled ill 1849 alld became tile St. Louis Medical 
College ill 1855. Deall Pope built tile buildillg witll tile jinQl/cial bacJcillg of his fatller-in-Iaw, a wealtlly ballker, }ollll 0 Falloll. Tile willg to tile rig"t 
was built two years later to "ouse tile library, tIle medical museum alld clillics Q1/d was kllown as tile 0 Falloll Dispellsary. 

on between the president ofSt. Louis University and 
the Medical Society of Missouri at St. Louis (later to 
be known as the St. Louis Medical Society) to 
establish a medical college in St. Louis. The medical 
society was very responsive and cooperative. The 
physicians were pleased with all aspects of the 
proposal except they did not believe that the facility 
that St. Louis University had offered for the medical 
school building was at all adequate. Nevertheless, 
the catalog of the St. Louis University listed a 
faculty of six professors in the years 1837-1838-39-
40. A number of historians of this period failed to 
find any evidence, however, that the faculty actually 
functioned or delivered courses of lectures. There 
were no graduates. There was, however, an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Medicine conferred on Dr. B. B. 
Brown of the city of St. Louis. Dr. Brown was 
corresponding secretary of the Medical Society of 
the State of Missouri in St. Louis. 

A second attempt to establish a medical 
department, on a firmer basis than the first, was 
made by St. Louis University. On October 13, 1841, 
a constitution of the medical department of St. Louis 

8 

Photo courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri 

University was enacted under the charter of that 
university by the board of faculty of St. Louis 
University. It was established that the medical 
department of St. Louis University would be under 
the supervision of the board and faculty of the uni
versity. The organization was perfected on the 8th of 
October, 1842, when the board of trustees took 
charge of the medical department. This time the 
faculty had a place to present lectures. It was in a 
small house that belonged to the dean, James Vance 
Prather. A course of lectures began in the Winter of 
1842-43. 

Anyone interested in the history of medical 
schools in St. Louis in the 19th century should refer 
to Dr. Samuel D. Soule's excellent monograph on the 
subject In addition to the medical department at 
Kemper College and the medical department at the 
Missouri Institute of Science, he discusses the 
Beaumont Hospital Medical College, the Marion
Sims Medical College, Washington University 
School of Medicine, Women's Medical College of 
St. Louis, Barnes Medical College, St. Louis Univer
sity School of Medicine, American Medical College, 
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In J 855, the St. Louis UniversilJ' 
Medical School separated ji"Om St. 
f:oU/s University and received an 
Independent charter/rom the state 
as St. Louis Medical College, 
headed by Dean Pope. 

St. Louis College of Homeo
pathicPhysicians and Surgeons, 
Homeopathic Medical College 
of St. Louis, Hering College, 
Franklin Medical and Literary 
College, The St. Louis Summer 
School of Medicine, Mrs. Car
penter's School of Midwives, 
The Postgraduate School of 
Missouri Medical College, The 
College of Medical Prac
titioners, The Hippocratean 
College of Medicine, The Hah
nemann Medical College of st. 
Louis, the Hygienic Medical 
College of Medicine, Humboldt 
Institute Oder, St. Louis Col
lege of Physicians and Sur
geons, National University of 
Arts and Sciences Medical 
Department and the Humbolt 
University. There were others. 
Quite a list! 

A significant event occurred 
in the latter part of 1841 when 
Dr. Charles Alexander Pope 
started his practice of medicine 
in St. Louis. In 1839, at the age 
of only 21 years, he had re
ceived the degree of doctor of 
medicine from the University of 
Pennsylvania and he spent the next two years 
studying in Europe. His remarkable abilities were 
soon recognized and at the age of twenty-five, he 
became professor of anatomy and physiology in the 
medical department ofSt. Louis University. He had 
been recOimnended by Dr. Samuel D. Gross, the 
famous professor of surgery at Jefferson Medical 
College who had young Pope as a student while at 
the Cincinnati Medical School. He succeeded Dr. 
Prather in 1847 as chairman of principles and prac
tice of surgery and at the age of 29 years, he was 
elected dean of the medical department of St. Louis 
University. Dr. Pope played such a dominant role in 

the ~arly. hist~ry of the medical department at St. 
L~UlS U~l.verslty, and later in 1855, when the state of 
MI~SOUfl lIlcorporated St. Louis Medical College as 
an 10dependent institution, that the schools were 
often referred to as Pope's School. 

In 1846, Pope married the only daughter of Col 
J~~n O'Fallon, t~e most successful and prominen~ 
citizen of St. LOUIS. His father-in-law, several years 
la!er, gave fund~ to establish the O'Fallon Clinic and 
Dls~nsary, which w~ ~e ~rs~ public dispensary in 
service west of the MISSISSIPPI River. 
. Ch~les Pope was one of the very first surgeons 
10 the Imddle-west to limit himself to the specialty of 
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surgery. For twenty-five years, he was the principal 
surgeon of st. Louis. He attracted patients from all 
of the adjoining states. His integrity and moral 
character was so greatly admired that he was elected 
president of the Missouri State Medical Association 
in 1855. On May 2, 1854, however, his greatest 
honor came when he was elected to the presidency 
of the American Medical Association at the St. Louis 
meeting of the association. When he was thirty-six, 
he was probably the youngest to be elected to this, 
the highest elected office within the medical profes
sion of this country. Only three other physicians in 
the state of Missouri have been president of the 
American Medical Association: Viz., Dr. John T. 
Hodgen, Dr. Elisha Gregory of st. Louis and Dr. 
Jabez N. Jackson of Kansas City. 

In 1864, at age forty-six, he announced his 
resignation as dean and professor of surgery at St. 
Louis Medical College, giving as the reason for his 
decision the ill health of his wife and children and 
his own need of rest from his labors by a prolonged 
trip abroad. 

st. Louisans were shocked when the sad message 
reached them of his sudden demise in Paris on July 
5, 1870. 

The two great medical giants of the early days of 
medical education in Missouri and who were great 
rivals, now are both buried in Bellefontaine 
Cemetery. 

Dr. Joseph G. Norwood 

It is of particular interest that the faculty of the 
session of 1844-45 also lists Dr. Joseph Granville 
Norwood as professor of materia medica, 
therapeutics and medical jurisprudence. Almost 30 
years later, Dr. Norwood would become the first 
dean of University of Missouri School of Medicine 
on the campus at Columbia. 

In his historical sketch ofthemedical department 
ofSt. Louis University, Dr. Louis C. Boisliniere, Jr., 
stated that Dr. Joseph Granville Norwood was, "a 
noted physician and geologist, born in Woodford 
County, Kentucky, December 20, 1807, of English 
and Virginian lineage. He received a degree of 
Doctor of Medicine from the Transylvania Medical 
College with special honors in 1836. His thesis on 
Spinal Diseases was published by the faculty in 
pamphlet fonn. Dr. Norwood entered into the prac
tice of medicine and was called in 1840 to the chair 
of surgery at the Madison (Indiana) Medical 
Institute. He published several medical papers of 
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value. In 1843, he was appointed professor of 
materia medica, therapeutics, and medical 
jurisprudence in the department of medicine of St. 
Louis University. Finding his work and the inves
tigation of the problems of geology, to which he had 
already devoted much time and thought, thereby 
becoming known to the geologists of this and 
foreign countries, too arduous even for his iron 
constitution, Dr. Norwood relinquished most of his 
private and public medical work to devote himself 
entirely to geological research. In 1847, he was 
appointed as chief assistant geologist on the 
Geological Survey of the Northwest created by an 
Act of Congress. Several reports by him on this 
country known only to fur traders and Indians, led to 
his appointment in 1851 as state geologist of Illinois. 
He held this position until 1858. He was assistant 
geologist at Missouri Survey, a position he held for 
two years. He was elected to the chair of natural 
science in the University of Missouri at Columbia, 
holding this position until his death in 1895 at the 
age of 86. Aside from his scientific and professional 
attainments, he was a man of broad culture and 
learning. " 

Dr. Boisliniere received his degree of Doctor of 
Medicine in 1848 from the second medical 
department to be established at St. Louis University. 
Later this was to become the st. Louis College of 
Medicine. 

In 1855, St. Louis University divested itself of 
the medical school and, on February 23, 1855, an act 
of separate incorporation was approved by the 
governor and the St. Louis Medical College became 
a reality. From 1855 to 1903, st. Louis University 
did not possess a school of medicine. It was in 1903 
that control of the Marion-Sims-Beaumont College 
of Medicine was assumed by St. Louis University. 

Other Schools 

An avalanche of medical school openings fol
lowed the establishment of McDowell's medical 
school, popularly called "McDowell's College." 
Before 1900, 44 schools of medicine would spring 
from the fertile Missouri soil. Although only 37 
medical schools were in the United States by 1850, 
457 had been started by the turn of the century -
some to last only a few years or even months. 

Most nineteenth century medical schools in the 
United States were commercial enterprises run for 
the profit of the faculty. The schools had low admis-
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St. Louis Medical College as it appeared in 1882 

sion standards and gave low-quality instruction. 

Abraham Flexner characterized the medical schools 

of that era in his 1910 report to the Carnegie Foun

dation, Medical Education in the United States and 

Canada: 

These enterprises - for the most part they 

can be called schools or institutions only by 

courtesy - were frequently set up regardless 

of opportunity or need ... Wherever and 

whenever the roster of untitled practitioners 

rose above half a dozen, a medical school 

was likely at any moment to be precipitated. 

Nothing was really essential but professors 

... A hall could be cheaply rented and crude 

benches were inexpensive. 

The schools were essentially private ven

tures, money-making in spirit and object. A 

school than began in October would 

graduate a class the next Spring ... Income 

was simply divided among the lecturers, 

Photo courtesy of Slale Historical Society of Missouri 

who reaped a rich harvest, besides, through 

the consultations which the loyalty of their 

former students threw into their hands ... No 

applicant for instruction who could pay his 

fees or sign his note was turned down. State 

boards were not as yet in existence. The 

~hool diploma was itself a license to prac

tIce ... The man who had settled his tuition 

bill was practically assured his degree, 

whether he had regularly attended lectures or 
not. 

Early Pedagogy 

Requirements at McDowell's medical school 

were similar to those at other American medical 

schools in the 1840s. Lectures began the fIrst Mon

day in November and ended the fIrst day of March. 

During that time, students attended fIve or six 

lectures each day, Monday through Friday. Students 

had to complete two courses of lectures - that is 

attend the same course of lectures twice - to ~ 
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eligible to graduate. Students also had to defend a 
thesis before receiving an M.D. degree. Although 
neither dissection nor clinical experience was re
quired to graduate, many students did preceptorships 
with local doctors to compensate for their lack of 
clinical experience. 

Each student bought a lecture ticket from each 
professor. A ticket, which usually cost $15.00, 
entitled the student to attend lectures in a designed 
subject for one tenn. Revenue from the lecture 
tickets constituted the professors salaries. 

Because each professor's pay depended on the 
number of students enrolled per lecture, each tried to 
cultivate a favorable reputation among the students 
by entertaining as well as infonning. Regard for 
faculty members kept students from enrolling in a 
competing school. In this respect, the personalities 
and reputations of the faculty members held the 
school together. 

McDowell was ideally suited to this type of 
teaching system. He was a masterful speaker, with a 
high-pitched oratorical voice and a story to go with 
every bone and nerve of the body. He delivered 
colorful, yet somewhat profane lectures that 
reflected a superb comprehension of anatomy. As a 
result, many of his students idolized him. In return, 
he was devoted teacher and an intimate friend to his 
students. He was intimate, in fact, to the point of 
borrowing money from them (which he sometimes 
forgot to repay). 

1840 

The population of St. Louis was 16,469 in 1840 
at the time McDowell started his medical school. 
The cornerstone for the McDowell's medical school 
was laid June 11, 1840. The first lectures began in 
November 1840. The first commencement of the 
medical department of Kemper College took place 
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on February 23, 1841. In the year 1841-42, there 
were 60 pupils and 13 graduates. In 1842-43, there 
were 75 pupils 19 were graduated. In the session 
ending in 1844, 100 pupils and 27 received the 
degree. 

Grave Robbers and Insurrection 

In the school's second year, dissection became a 
requirement. However, obtaining cadavers was a 
serious problem because dissection was illegal in 
Missouri. Consequently, professors led groups of 
students by night to cemeteries, where they surrep
titiously exhumed fresh corpses. All medical 
students participated in the regular graveyard excur
sions. 

Rumors of the body smltchings spread through 
St. Louis, and on one occasion an angry mob as
sembled in front of McDowell's home, across the 
street from the school. McDowell promptly 
dispersed the crowd by releasing a pet bear that he 
kept chained in his cellar. Later, when a local girl 
mysteriously disappeared, a rumor circulated that 
she had been murdered and taken to McDowell's 
college for dissection. Subsequently, a protest 
committee oflocal residents called on McDowell for 
an explanation. 

Unable to quell his neighbors' ire, McDowell 
prepared to defend the school. He broke out his 
personal collection of old flintlock muskets and three 
small cannons, and students and employees manned 
the guns from the upper floor of the medical buil
ding. As expected, about three or four hundred 
shouting, cursing people showed up at the school 
that afternoon, armed with guns, axes and clubs. 
Before any shots were fired, however, a large police 
force marched up the street and dispersed the mob. 
The quick-thinking McDowell had been to City Hall 
the night before, asking for protection. 



The University of Missouri 
Enters the Picture 

The medical deyartment orthe University o/Missouri was housed in this building/rom J 850 until J 856. McDowell had 
raised money }or the buildi'!G. In the center it is an octagonal-shaped tower that includes battlements that were stocked 
with small arms to ward oj} intruders. The affiliation with Missouri lasted until J 857. 

Photo courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri 

During those years of uproar over dissection, 
McDowell upgraded the school, expanding the 
faculty from five to seven members (including at 
least one European-trained physician). In addition, 
the school took charge ofSt. Louis Hospital for half 
of each year, with the faculty conducting medical 
clinics three times each week. As a result, students 
finally received valuable firsthand clinical ex
perience. McDowell also raised graduation re
quirements, requiring that candidates for graduation 
had to be at least 21 years old and of good moral 
character. They also had to attend two courses of 
lectures (unless they had previous medical ex
perience), pass an exam and defend a thesis. The 

first graduate of McDowell's Medical School in 1841 
was George W. Scollay. In 1840, there were two 
graduates and fourteen in 1842. 
. However, while McDo~ell's school was raising 
Its standards and prospenng, its parent, Kemper 
College, was not. Unable to meet its indebtedness, 
Kemper began to collapse in 1845, and was out of 
existence by 1846. 

Apparently aware that Kemper College would 
c~llapse! Dr. McDowell was detennined to organize 
hIS medIcal department as an independent corporate 
entity in the form of a college. On February 6, 1845, 
an act was passed by the General Assembly of the 
state of Missouri incorporating '''The Missouri 
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Institute of Sciences" with Thomas Watson, William 
Milburn, Robert Kyle, Jane Gordon and Joseph Nash 
McDowell, M.D., as trustees. It was still referred to 
as Kemper Medical College and opened for classes 
in 1845 in the former Kemper Medical Department 
Building. Doctor Samuel Soule, in his monograph 
Medicille ill St. Louis Medical Schools ill the 19th 
Celltury records that the Missouri Medical alld 
Surgical Journal of May 1845 included a circular of 
the medical faculty of Kemper College and noted 
that St. Louis, at that time, had a population of 
40,000 citizens. The Journal states, "the same 
elements, which influenced the development of this 
great city, point to it with significance as a future 
home of medical science, and as the site for a great 
medical school." It was noted that to be eligible for 
graduation, the student should not be less than 21 
years of age, of good moral character and should 
have had the advantage of two years of private 
tutelage and have attended at least two full courses 
of lectures, the last of which must have been taken at 
the school. In addition to having passed a satisfac
tory examination given by the faculty, a student was 
required to write and defend a thesis on some 
medical subject. 

The fledgling University of Missouri was closely 
watching Kemper's fate. Established in 1839 in 
Columbia (because Boone County had offered the 
state $117,000 in cash and land to locate the school 
within its boundaries), it was the state's only public 
institution of higher learning before 1860. The 
Missouri General Assembly, however, refused to 
provide any public financial support, so the school 
operated solely on the interest from a trust fund 
generated by sale of federal lands in Missouri. 

The University of Missouri was established in 
1839 as the first public university in the territory of 
the Louisiana Purchase. It was the first state univer
sity west of the Mississippi River. Later, when it 
celebrated its sesquicentennial, it had 250 degree 
programs. Only four other universities in the nation 
could match its breadth of programs. 

The Role of Edward H. Leffingwell 

John Hiram Lathrop was the first president of the 
University of Missouri. He served from 1841 until 
1849 (he also served as fifth president from 1865 to 
1866). He came to the university from Hamilton in 
New York. Lathrop had graduated from Yale in 
1819. When Lathrop and the board of curators 
selected the first faculty, it consisted of Lathrop, W. 
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W. Hudson (who was later to also become president 
of the university), George C. Pratt, and R. S. 
Thomas. The fifth chair was filled by the election to 
the faculty of Edward H. Leffingwell. Although he 
came to Missouri from Bowdoin College, Lef
fingwell, like Hudson, had also graduated from Yale 
when Lathrop was at Yale. 

Leffingwell was the first M.D. member on the 
faculty of the University of Missouri. Almost from 
the beginning, Leffingwell showed an interest in 
medical education. 

It was in 1840 that Kemper College in St. Louis 
began its medical school under the leadership of Dr. 
Joseph Nash McDowell. M. Pinson Neal, in his book 
on the genesis of medical education at the University 
of Missouri, maintains that "connections established 
in 1841 with the school in st. Louis by the Univer
sity of Missouri president, John Hiram Lathrop, 
constituted the actual beginning of the present day 
University of Missouri-Columbia School of 
Medicine." It was not until 1845, however, that the 
academic department at Kemper College closed and 
the interest of the University of Missouri further 
materialized. 

A most significant faculty meeting took place in 
January 1846. A resolution was passed that Dean 
McDowell be instructed to "open negotiations" with 
the university in Columbia. It was hoped that a 
connection with the school could be established. 

Medical Department 
In St. Louis 

Dr. Leffingwell was authorized to draft a plan to 
present to the board of curators to create an official 
link between the campus and the medical department 
at St. Louis. This plan was presented to the board on 
January 26, 1846, and McDowell's school became 
the medical department of the University of Mis
souri. Subsequently, all medical degrees awarded 
from the school were conferred by the University of 
Missouri and signed by the president of the Univer
sity of Missouri. In fact, most of the degrees given 
by University of Missouri in the next ten years were 
M.D. degrees. 

The board of curators met on January 26, 1846. 
At that time, President Lathrop, as an ex-officio 
member of the board, offered an ordinance to es
tablish the medical department of the university, the 
faculty of which was authorized to hold their ses
sions and deliver their course of instruction in the 
city of St. Louis. Eight of the curators voted ''yes,'' 
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including T. M. Allen, W. H. Duncan, T. B. Grint, J. 
H. Lathrop, Moss Prewitt, Alexander Persinger, John 
Slack and Warren Woodson. There were two "no" 
votes. Eli E. Bass and Cobb Stone did not vote. At 
the same meeting, the board of curators authorized 
the medical faculty to hold its sessions and deliver 
their courses of instruction in St. Louis. The yeas 
included Allen, Bass, Duncan, Grint, Lathrop, 
Prewitt, Persinger, Slack, Stone and Woodson. The 
nays were Carpenter and Robards. An additional 
motion was passed to the effect that this connection 
with the medical college was made upon the express 
condition that it may, at any time, be dissolved by a 
vote of the board at an annual meeting. The 
president of the university was made ex-officio 
president of the medical faculty and the professor of 
chemistry and pharmacy in the faculty of medicine, 
ex-officio professor of chemistry, natural history, 
etc., in the faculty of arts. 

p,.esident John Hi,.am Lathrop 

The board elected the following officers of the 
medical department: Joseph N. McDowell, M.D., 
professor of anatomy and surgery; Thomas Barbour, 
M.D., midwifery and diseases of women and 
children; J. B. Johnson, M.D., pathology and 
chemical medicine; Edward H. Leffingwell, M.D., 
chemistry and pharmacy; Richard F. Barrett, M.D., 
materia medica and physiology; and John S. Moore, 
M.D., theory and practice of medicine. 

Professor Leffingwell spent a great deal of his 
time on the St. Louis campus as professor of 
chemistry and pharmacology. Leffingwell had first 

been appointed to the fifth chair of the university at 
the September 6, 1843, meeting of the board of 
curators. The fifth chair encompassed chemistry, 
mineralogy, geology, botany, natural history and 
physiology. In 1848, Leffingwell began spending all 
of his time at the St. Louis campus. The medical 
school opened a summer institute in that year. 

John S. Moo,.e. MD. 

Leffingwell was considered a very scholarly and 
able professor. He was a charter member of the 
Columbia Lyceum. One of his addresses to the group 
was on the "Harmony of the Geological and Mosaic 
Cosmogony." 

Edward H. Leffingwell came to the University as 
professor of chemistry, mineralogy and geology. 
Leffingwell was an M.D., a Yale graduate and 
former professor at Bowdoin College. Professor 
Leffingwell was, indeed, the major link between the 
Columbia Campus and the medical department at St. 
Louis. As professor of chemistry and pharmacology 
at St. Louis, he was at the board of curators meeting 
when McDowell's school was adopted as the medical 
department of the University. The draft of the plan 
and the board papers were in Leffingwell's 
handwriting. 
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On August 11, 1851, the resignation of Professor 
Leffingwell from the chair of chemistry and natural 
history was received and accepted. Dr. Abram Litton 
was named professor of chemistry. Leffingwell left 
to join a medical college in Memphis, Tennessee. 

DoctorG.M.B. Maughs was the first professor of 
obstetrics and diseases of women. He was followed 
by Professor Allen in 1854 and by Doctor E. S. 
Fraser in 1855-56. 

First M.D. Degree Awarded 

The first medical degrees awarded by the 
University of Missouri were in March 1846. 
President John Hiram Lathrop personally awarded 
the degrees to the graduates of "The Medical 
Department of the University of the State of 
Missouri." 

The name of the medical school was changed 
and graduates received their degrees on February 28, 
1857, by the new "Missouri Medical College." The 
valedictory address was given by Professor E. S. 
Frazier, the first person to receive the Doctor of 
Medicine west of the Mississippi River in 1841. 

The students that had enrolled in the medical 
department of the state university continued to 
matriculate in what was now called the Missouri 
Medical College. The graduating ceremonies 
continued to be held at the Mercantile Hall in st. 
Louis. Professors John S. Moore, Joseph Nash 
McDowell, Abner Hopton, John T. Hodgen and E.S. 
Frazier continued on the faculty of the Missouri 
Medical College. 

Despite the tenuous relationship between the 
medical school and the university, the majority of 
degrees granted by the university before 1856 were 
medical degrees, for a total of 372 MOs. Seven of 
the twelve university faculty members listed in the 
1846 university catalog were members of the 
medical school faculty. By 1850, the staff numbered 
nine professors and one curator for the museum. 
Although the numbers appear small, it should be 
pointed out that a survey by the American Medical 
Association in 1849 listed the University ofPennsyl
vania as having seven faculty members, Edinburgh 
Medical School was listed as having thirteen, and the 
Paris Medical School as having eighteen faculty 
members. Moreover, nearly half of the 200 students 
officially attending the University in 1845-1846 
school year were medical students. 

This increase in students prompted McDowell to 
construct a larger building for the school. Completed 
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in 1849, it was an octagonal building with an oddly 
shaped dome and two large wings. The fortress-like 
appearance of the building suggested to some st. 
Louisans that McDowell was preparing, if necessary, 
to make another military defense of the school. 

While the school made considerable growth 
during its first ten years, including an expanded 
faculty and superb facilities, there was considerable 
unrest and discontent among the students, partly 
provided by the rather overbearing and sometimes 
unpleasant character of Dr. McDowell. McDowell 
appealed to the state legislature to promote a bill 
providing state subsidization for the college without 
success. 

In 1855, however, a law was passed by the 
Missouri General Assembly forbidding the practice 
of a profession by professors or presidents. Since the 
faculty was composed entirely of practicing 
physicians, its net effect was to halt the university 
connection with the St. Louis program. The Boone 
County representative to the General Assembly tried 
in vain in 1856 to secure an amendment to the law 
exempting medical faculty. The last commencement 
of the medial department of the State University 
took place on February 28, 1856. 

It was in 1857 that the contractual relationship 
with the University of Missouri was actually ended. 

It is interesting that the majority of degrees 
granted by the University of Missouri before 1856 
were medical degrees. the President of the Univer
sity routinely attended the st. Louis commencement 
exercises and personally signed the diplomas. 

Although the Missouri Medical College was no 
longer affiliated with a university, McDowell kept it 
open until the outbreak of the Civil War, when he 
resigned to join the Confederate army as a military 
surgeon. He also donated a small arsenal of firearms 
- including 6 cannons and 750 muskets - to the 
Confederacy. Probably because of McDowell's 
southern sympathies, the U.S. government confis
cated the building housing McDowell's College and 
turned it into an Army barracks which later became 
famous as the Gratiot Street Prison, which housed 
Confederate prisoners, federal deserters and political 
prisoners. [Including Samuel Spahr Laws, a future 
president (the 7th) of the University of Missouri.] 

After the war, McDowell lectured briefly in 
Europe. Eventually, he received a presidential 
pardon and returned to St. Louis in 1865 to reor
ganize the faculty and revitalize the school. 
McDowell died in 1868, and in 1869, Dr. 
McDowell's son took over the school. 
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John Thomas Hodgen 

One of the most outstanding early graduates of 
the medical department ofthe University of Missouri 
was John Thomas Hodgen. 

John Hodgen was bom in Hodgenville, Ken
tucky (Abraham Lincoln was bom three miles south 
of Hodgenville) on January 19, 1826. Shortly 
afterward, his family moved to Pittsfield, Illinois, 
where he received most of his education prior to 
enrolling in Bethany College in West Virginia. 
Hodgen was 20 years old when he started medical 
school at the University of Missouri's department of 
medicine in St. Louis. He graduated in March 1848. 

Subsequently, Hodgen served as a resident 
physician at the st. Louis City Hospital in 1848-49. 
He entered practice with Dr. Joseph Nash 
McDowell, the founder of Kemper College, later to 
be known as Missouri Medical College. He was on 
the staff of the University of Missouri medical 
department as a demonstrator in anatomy for four 
years (1849-1853). He was appointed to the chair of 
anatomy in 1854. 

During the Civil War, he was Surgeon General 
of Missouri and became a personal friend of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Hodgen became chainnan of the physiology 
department at St. Louis Medical College, serving 
from 1862 to 1868. In 1865, he was elected dean of 
the faculty and served in that position until he died 
in 1882. His death on April 20, 1882, was due to 
peritonitis from a ruptured gallbladder. He was 56 
years of age. 

Dr. Hodgen was chosen for many important 
leadership positions. He served as the president of 
the St. Louis Medical Society in 1872. He was 
chainnan of the surgical section of the American 
Medical Association in 1873 and the next year, he 
was elected president of the Missouri State Medical 
Association. By the time he was elected president of 
the American Medical Association in 1881, a year 
before his death he had become a national and inter
national figure.' He was one of the founders of the 
American Surgical Association. 

In 1921, the St. Louis Surgical Society, togeth~r 
with the Medical Fund Society of the st. LoUIS 
Medical College, created a fund of $3,000 to 
perpetuate the memory of Dr. Hodgen in the fonn of 
an annual lecture. Dr. Rudolph Matas was the first 
invited Hodgen lecturer in 1929. He spoke on "The 
effects of arterio-venous aneurysms upon the gener~l 
circulation in their relation to symptology, prognosIs 

and treabnent of these lesions." This was presented 
at the University Club. 

The Hodgen Endowed Lectureship is an honor 
recognizing Dr. Hodgen's skill as physician, surgeon, 
medical educator, and clinical investigator. He had 
participated in all the major St. Louis medical 
schools and was respected as an outstanding member 
of the non-professional community. He was aman of 
great vision and scientific investigation, and had 
profound influence upon early medical education in 
St. Louis. Dr. Hodgen's inventions included a wire 
suspension splint for fractures of the thigh, a cradle 
splint, a double-acting syringe and a stomach pump. 
He pioneered the use of tracheostomy. 

JollII Thomas Hodgel/. M.D. 
MUGraduale 1848 

In reviewing Dr. Hodgen's life, Dr. R. E. 
Schleuter of St. Louis states, "Dr. Hodgen was a 
very forceful speaker and debater who could not be 
confused by fallacious argument. He was terse and 
direct in expressing thoughts, never digressing from 
the fundamental principle of the subject under 
discussi on." 

A listing of the Hodgen lecturers over more than 
seven decades reads like a virtual "Who's Who" of 
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giants of American surgery. They include such 
names as Dallas B. Phemister, Barney Brooks, 
Howard C. Naffziger, Edward D. Churchill, Allen O. 
Whipple, Fred A. Coller, Claude S. Beck, Frank H. 
Lahey, Daniel C. Elkin, Alton Ochsner, Samuel C. 
Harvey, Warren H. Cole, Richard B. Cattell, Michael 
E. D~bakey, Robert Zollinger, Nathan A. Womack, 
Hams B. Schumacher, Jr., and Francis D. Moore. 
. There were no lectures during World War II, or 
111 1925. 

At the seventy-second Hodgen lecture held on 
Tuesday, March 12, 1996, at the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Medical Society, Dr. John L. Ochsner, 
chairman emeritus of the department of surgery at 
the Ochsner Clinic in New Orleans, gave the presen
tation on "The Inaugural Hodgen Lecture." As 
someone who had known Rudolph Matas and had 
spent much time in his home in his early years, John 
Ochsner presented a fascinating historical view of 
Rudolph Matas, who had initiated the Hodgen 
Lectures in 1921. John Ochsner's father, Alton Ochs
ner, had been the 1948 lecturer and thus represented 
the first instance of a father-son participation as 
Hodgen guest lecturers. 

~n.other fine tribute to this distinguished 
phY~ICUlil occ~d when the St. Louis Surgical 
SocIety adopted hIS portrait as the Society logo. The 
st. Louis Surgical Society celebrated its Centennial 
on Saturday, February 8, 1992. 

. In 18~ 1, McDowell's school would again be af
fihated WIth the University of Missouri. It would 
subsequently merge with St. Louis Medical College 
to form Washington University School of Medicine. 

W. W. Mayo Graduates 
from Missouri 

Dr. William Worrall Mayo was born May 31, 
1819, near Manchester, England. He was educated in 
Manchester, was a student and protege of the famous 
physicist, John Dalton and under his direction was 
trained as a physicist and a chemist. In 1845, he 
came to New York and two years later began the 
study of medicine in LaFayette, Indiana, with Dr. 
Deming as preceptor. He went to St. Louis in 1849 
to . finis~ his medical course in the University of 
Mlssoun at the same time acting as assistant to 
Profe~sor John Hod~en and continuing the study of 
chemistry and phYSICS. His ad eundem degree from 
the University of Missouri was given at the Hall of 
Medicine in the city of St. Louis on the 28th day of 
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William Worrall Mayo. M.D. 
1854 MU Graduate 

February in 1854. 
Dr. Mayo's diploma was signed by James Shan

non, president of the university and James M. 
McDowell, M.D., professor of surgery and dean of 
the faculty. For years, this framed diploma hung 
from the walls of the Board of Governors at the 
Mayo Clinic. 

After receiving the degree, Dr. Mayo moved to 
LaPorte, Indiana, where with Dr. William Byford, he 
started the medical school which became that of 
Indiana University at Indianapolis. It was in 1855 
that he began the practice of medicine in Minnesota 
settling in Rochester in 1862. He took a graduat~ 
course at Bellevue Hospital in New York in 1871 
and received an ad eundem degree. He successfully 
performed a laparotomy for ovarian tumor in 1871 
a~d ~~ng the next thirteen years performed thirty
SIX similar operations. He was the founder of the 
Minnesota State Medical Association. He was 
elected mayor of Rochester several times. He died 
on March 6, 1911 at age 91 years. 

Dr. Mayo had earlier received a degree from the 
Indiana Medical College on February 14, 1850. He 
had spent a year and $100 at the Indiana Medical 
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President James Shannon 

School. In 1850, he hung out his first shingle and 
established his office above a drug store in 
LaFayette, Indiana. Two years later, he became a 
partner of Dr. Elizur H. Deming. Dr. Mayo had 
followed his Indiana preceptor, Dr. Deming, to St. 
Louis in the Spring of 1853, when Deming was 
elected to the faculty of the medical department of 
the University of Missouri. Deming had taught at In
diana Medical College, which had an independent 
and checkered existence for its short proprietary 
history. No hospital was located at Laporte, home of 
the school. However, Indiana Medical College did 
have a microscope of its own, imported from 
England. (Prestigious Harvard did not have a 
microscope for medical students until 1869!) Shortly 
after Mayo received his degree, the Indiana Medical 
College was forced to suspend operations because of 
dissention in the faculty ranks. The school closed 
down completely in 1852. 

Dr. Charles Mayo, in his autobiography, writes 
that his grandfather "was a typical doctor of the 
period, riding miles through the night with his 
instruments in his saddlebags and much of his 
confidence in the efficacy of a good dose of castor 
oil." 

In 1863, Dr. Mayo had left his practice in 

LeSueur, Minnesota, to move to Rochester. During 
the Civil War, he was assigned as a medical 
examiner in Rochester, Minnesota. After the war 
was over, Dr. W. W. Mayo decided to continue 
practicing in Rochester and subsequently his son, 
William J. Mayo, joined him after graduating from 
the Michigan Medical School and later Dr. Charles 
Mayo, after graduating from Northwestern 
University Medical School. Both of Dr. Mayo's sons, 
William J. and Charles H., were elected president of 
theAMA in 1905-06 and 1916-17, respectively. 

Columbia in 1840 

In 1840, the total population of Columbia was 
estimated to be nearly 700. A new brick church had 
just recently been built. There were eight drygoods 
stores, a bookstore, two drugstores, three tailor shops 
and a millinery shop. Two dentists arrived in 1844. 
Columbia was on the stage route from St. Louis to 
Fayette and the west. Fourteen miles to the South 
was Providence, Colwnbia's river port. The semi
weekly river packets from St. Louis to Glasgow all 
stopped at Providence. 

By 1850, the town had grown to almost 1,000 
population. Earlier, in 1833, the Columbia Female 
Academy had opened, which later became Stephens 
College. 

First Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Medicine Conferred 

At the February 24, 1847, meeting of the board, 
Dr. William H. Duncan of Columbia, Missouri, was 
given an honorary degree of doctor of medicine. Dr. 
Duncan received his M.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1924. He served as a curator and 
treasurer of the board of curators. Later, at a July 
28th meeting that same year, a doctor of medicine 
degree was conferred also on William Jewell, M.D. 
Dr. Jewell was a prominent pioneer doctor in 
Columbia, having come to Columbia in 1822. He 
was born in Virginia in 1789. At the same meeting, 
Thomas Hart Benton was given an honorary doctor 
of laws degree. 
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Medical School 
Rebirth in Columbia 

Daniel Reed Inaugurated 
1868 

Upheaval in the University administration in the late 
1850s and the vicissitudes of a Civil War kept the 
reestablishment of a medical department a low pri
ority for the University of Missouri. 

Following the Civil War, Daniel Reed was 
named the sixth president of the University of 
Missouri following President John Hiram Lathrop's 
death on August 2, 1866. Reed had been closely 
associated with Lathrop at Wisconsin, where he was 
professor of mental and moral philosophy. Before 
Lathrop broUght him to Wisconsin, Reed had been 
professor of ancient languages at Indiana University. 
Like Lathrop, Reed regarded the development of 
professional schools, such as medicine, to be a much 
desired part of the university. Reed was inaug-urated 
at commencement in June 1868, after having ap
peared before the Legislature and, for the first time, 
convinced the Legislature of its obligation to finan
cially support the university. He served as president 
until 1876. He was the first president to occupy the 
"President's House" on the campus. Women were 
admitted to the university for the first time during 
his term. 

Boone County Medica~ Society Action 
August 1872 

Not until 1872 were there any significant moves 
toward the reestablishment of a medical school. Dr. 
Andrew W. McAlester, a young Boone County sur
geon, whipped up interest at a meeting of the Boone 
County Medical Society. He proposed that the uni
versity establish a medical school at their campus in 
Columbia. The Medical Society approved McAles
ter's idea and petitioned the board of curators, in 
August 1872, to open a medical school in Columbia. 

Approval by Board of Curators 

At the December 10, 1872, meeting of the board 
of curators, members Vincil, Hubbard and Todd 
made the report concerning the proposed medical 
department. Their report took the "valuable sugges
tion and liberal proposition" of Doctors A.W. 

McAlester and T. Allen Arnold, strongly recom
mending the inauguration of the medical department 
at the opening of the next semester. The board 
agreed to do so. 

A full corps of instructors was soon named as 
follows: 
Professorof Anatomy& Surgery& MaleriaMedica ... . . A. W. McAlester, M.D. 

ProfessorofObetetrica, Diseases of Women and 

Otildrm,OIId Practice .. . ........ .. . . . .. .. ThomlllAllen Anlold,M.D. 

Professorof Oternislry ,Medical Jurisprudc:ncaJl\d 1I1Ititutea 

of Medicine ......... . . . .. ... . .... .. .. . . ... . .. J. G. Norwood,M.D. 

ProfessorofBotany,CompantliveAnatomy& 

ComparativcPhysiology ... . ... . ......... ; .. GeorgeC. Swallow, M.D. 

ProfessorofPltarlllacYOlldToxico108Y .. .. . . . ... .. . .. .. Paul Schweitzer,M.D. 

Dr. Joseph G. Norwood was named the school's 
first dean. 

The ages of the new faculty varied considerably. 
Dr. Norwood was 66 years old, Dr. Swallow was 56, 
Dr. Arnold - 45, Dr. McAlester - 33, and Dr. Paul 
Schweitzer was 32 years of age. 

William H. Duncan, M.D. 

Dr. T. A. Arnold resigned as professor of anat
omy and of the principles in practice of medicine in 
the medical facility on August 13, 1878. By action 
of the board of curators on that date, Dr. William H. 
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The medical school (called the medical department then) was located in thisframe 
building in the northwest comer of the campus. 

1'/" /-"((""//'/111 1/" l/i,,""'n .1/«11,,"1 Cul/ege, l1i9,j 

Division 1/ of the University of Missouri &hool of Medicine was established with Missouri Medical College with 
the first class graduating in 1887. 
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Duncan was chosen to fill the chairs of physiology, 
materia medica and the principles and practice of 
medicine. Dr. Woodson Moss was elected professor 
of anatomy and demonstrator. Both had previously 
occupied positions in the medical faculty. Dr. John 
Harris Duncan and Dr. Woodson Moss both had 
been graduates of the first class in 1874. 

Dr. George Clinton Swallow had been a long
time member of the faculty of the University of 
Missouri. He was born in Buckfield, Maine, in 1817. 
He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1843. He 
was elected professor of chemistry and geology at 
University of Missouri in 1850 and in 1853 was 
appointed the first state geologist in Missouri. Dr. 
Swallow determined, located and mapped out the 
boundaries of geological formations in Missouri and 
their mineral contents. In 1870, after the University 
of Missouri was enlarged, reconstructed and reor
ganized, Dr. Swallow was appointed to the chair of 
natural history and agriculture and made dean of the 
agricultural school. 

Professor Paul Schweitzer was born in Berlin, 
Germany, on March 16, 1840. He received his Ph.D. 
degree from the University of GOettingen in 1869. 
He taught at Columbia University in New York until 
September 1872, when he accepted the position of 
professor of analytical and applied chemistry at the 
University of Missouri. The title was afterwards 
changed to that of professor of chemistry. He was 
naturalized as an American citizen in 1872. 

It is interesting to note that on May 9, 1872, 
Major James S. Rollins was designated "Pater 
Universitatis Missouriensis." 

The curators authorized an appropriation of 
$1,000 to purchase a French anatomical model for 
the chair of anatomy. In fact, Dr. Andrew 
McAlester, himself, was sent to Paris to buy the 
model as there was only one other medical school in 
the United States in possession of such a model. 

Rev. John D. Vincillater became president of 
the board of curators of the University. Vincil was 
instrumental in seeing that the "main building" at the 
School of Mines (University of Missouri-Rolla) was 
named after his father-in-law, Dr. Joseph G. Nor
wood, the first dean of the medical school on the 
Columbia campus. Norwood Hall was completed in 
1903. Dr. Jack B. Ridley, a distinguished teaching 
professor of History at Rolla and author of a splen
did history of UM-Rolla, says that in his view, 
Norwood Hall is still one of the most aesthetically 
pleasing campus structures and has been well 
preserved during more than nine decades of use. 

The First Dean 
Joseph Granville Norwood, M.D., LL.D 

No~ood was born on December 20, 1807, of 
English and Virginian lineage. He received the 
degree Doctor of Medicine from the Transylvania 
Medical College with special honors in 1836. In 
1840, he was called to the chair of surgery in the 
Madison (Indiana) Medical Institute. In 1843, he 
was appointed Professor of Materia Medica 
(therapeutic) and Medical Jurisprudence in the new 
department of medicine of St. Louis University. 
Because of his widespread notoriety in geology, Dr. 
Norwood relinquished most of his private and public 
medical work to devote himself entirely to 
geological research. In 1847, he was appointed as 
chief assistant geologist of the GeCi)logical Survey of 
the Northwest created by act of Congress. In 1851, 
he was appointed as State Geologist of Illinois. He 
left that position in 1858 to become an assistant 
geologist of the Missouri Survey, a position he held 
for two years. At a meeting of the board on July 2, 
1860, Joseph G. Norwood was elected professor of 
natural philosophy and natural science. He replaced 
Abram Litton who became professor of chemistry at 
Washington University. Commenting on Norwood's 
selection, Jonas Viles, in his book History of the 
University of Missouri, at the centennial, states "He 
(Norwood) continued worthily in the tradition of 
competence training in science and much later was 
dean of the medical school." During the years of the 
Civil War, it was Norwood, along with President 
Lathrop and Professor Matthews that were able to 
keep the University of Missouri intact Norwood, 
along with Lathrop, urged in 1866, that schools of 
law and medicine be added as soon as they could be 
self supporting. 

Because of the relative dearth of infonnation on Dr. 
NOIWood, our first dean, a sketch of Dr. NOIwood by 
Col. William F. Switzler, in Hislory of Boone County. 
Missouri, is added. This was material that was written 
before the establishment of the medical school, 
probably in the late 1860s. 

"The subject of this sketch was born in 
Woodford County, Kentucky, December 20, 1807. 
His father, Charles Norwood, was a native of 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, and the son of John 
Norwood, an English gentleman, who came to 
Virginia about the year 1740. Charles, the eldest son 
of John Norwood, was born in 1753 and was mar
ried in 1781 to Ann Dale of Westmoreland County. 

23 



24 

History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

Looking south to tire old administration building where the six columns now stand alone. The pagoda in tile foreground was named for Dean 
Norwood 

The entrance to the campus in the late J 89 Os 
Photo courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri 
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Downtown Columbia before tIre day of the automobile 

The Ninth Street entrance to the university campus, showing the president s home ~;;he left. 
Photo courtesy of Slate Historical Society of Missouri 
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Downtown Columbia. looking north on Eighth Street toward the old courthouse . 

. -
The Missouti Medical College as it appeared at the northeast comer o/Twenty-second and Lucas 
Avenue in St. Louis in /973. 
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He was a soldier of the Revolutionary War. Three 
sons and two daughters were born of his marriage: 
Frederick, John, Frances, Charles and Ann. Upon the 
death of his first wife, he removed to Kentucky with 
his family and a number of relatives. He first settled 
in Franklin County, but after several years, he pur
chased and removed to a farm in Woodford, about 
five miles from Versailles and seventeen from 
Lexington. After his removal, he married Mildred 
Dale, a sister of his first wife. Of the children of this 
marriage, Joseph G. is the only survivor. During the 
War of 1812, Charles Norwood built and operated a 
powder mill for the purpose of supplying the 
American Army. In 1815, he moved to a small farm 
near Lexington where he spent the remainder of his 
life, dying in 1832. When quite young, the subject of 
this sketch became a pupil of the graded school of 
Aldrich & Vaughn, at Lexington. It was the fixed 
purpose of the elder Norwood that his son should 
become a physician, while the boy was equally 
determined to become a printer. The conflict of 
wishes between the father and son resulted in the son 
being placed with Mr. Jacob Winn, a private banker 
and manufacturer of bale-rope and bagging. He 
remained with Mr. Winn for one year. The elder 
Norwood, recognizing the bent of his son's mind, 
now made arrangements with Mr. John Bradford, of 
the Lexington Advertiser, by which he would be 
allowed to enter his printing office for the purpose 
of learning the trade for which he had previously 
shown such an earnest predilection. After working 
several years in the office, he changed to the Ken
tucky Whig, published by Nelson Nicholas. Mr. 
Nicholas died soon after young Norwood entered his 
office and when the material was sold, he bought it 
of the administrator, Hon. R. Hawes. Seeing an 
opportunity to dispose of the property to good 
advantage, young Norwood soon after sold the 
office and subscription list to Thomas Smith, editor 
of the Kentucky Reporter. Mr. Norwood now left 
Lexington and spent nearly a year in traveling in the 
southern and eastern states, returning in the Fall of 
1827. Soon after his return to Kentucky, he went to 
Cincinnati, and purchased material for a book and 
job office. There was no lack of work in the way of 
books and periodicals and the publishing house soon 
became a popular and paying business. In 1830, Mr. 
Norwood formed a partnership with James W. 
Palmer, who insisted on moving the publishing 
house to Louisville, which in the end proved to be a 
serious mistake, as Mr. Norwood had predicted from 
the start. Mr. Palmer offered to purchase his 

partner's interest in the business, and his offer was 
accepted. 

"Mr. Norwood then entered a commission 
house, conducted by a relative, but soon found that 
he knew nothing about the business, with little 
inclination to learn. He, therefore, withdrew from 
the fmn and returned to Lexington with the fixed 
determination to devote himself to the study of 
medicine and the cognate sciences. He accordingly 
entered Transylvania College and earnestly applied 
himself to the study of medicine. He opened an 
office at Madison, Indiana, in March 1835, and 
continued to practice his profession until about the 
close of January following, when he returned to 
Lexington and graduated the Spring following. In 
1840, he was called to the Madison Medical Institute 
and appointed to the chair of surgery. In 1843, he 
was chosen to fill the chair of materia medica, 
general therapeutics and medical jurisprudence in 
the medical department of the University of St. 
Louis. He remained with this institution until the 
Spring of 1847, when he resigned to accept the place 
of assistant United States geologist for the country 
now embraced in Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and 
Dakota. The survey lasted until 1851. In 1851, he 
received the appointment of State geologist for 
Illinois, and continued in this survey until the Spring 
of 1858, when he was removed from office by the 
newly elected Republican governor. In the Spring of 
1858, he was invited by Prof. G. C. Swallow to take 
the place of an assistant in the geological survey of 
Missouri, and accepted the offer. He continued in 
this survey until 1860, when he was elected to the 
chair of natural science in the University of Mis
souri. He accepted the place and has been a member 
of the faculty ever since. 

"He has been twice married. His first wife was 
Miss Lucy Taylor, daughter of a merchant, formerly 
of Richmond, Virginia. Her mother's maiden name 
was Lotspeich, being of Holland origin. Two sons 
and one daughter were born of this marriage. The 
daughter is living, the widow of Col. J. A. 
Hendricks, oflndiana, who was killed at Pea Ridge. 
The eldest son died of cholera, at Lexington, Ken
tucky, in 1833. In 1837, Dr. Norwood was married 
to Mary Frances, a daughter of Mr. John Pugh, of 
Madison, Indiana. Three sons and five daughters 
were born of this marriage. Two of the sons and one 
daughter died in infancy. The third and youngest 
son, Charles 1. Norwood, was for some years 
engaged in the State geological surveys of Missouri 
and Kentucky, and was formerly professor of natural 
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science in Bethel College, at Russellville, Kentucky. 
He is now editor of the Herald-Enterprise, Rus
sellville, Kentucky. He married Miss Sallie White, 
daughter of Hon. Dougherty White of Lancaster, 
Kentucky. Four of the daughters of this last marriage 
are living, and three of them are married. Louise is 
the wife of Mr. Overton A. Fitch, of Madison, 
Indiana. They have one child, now in his sixteenth 
year. Eliza Boone is the wife of Mr. Henry 
McConathy, of Columbia They have four children, 
two sons and two daughters. Emma is the wife of 
John D. Vincil, D.O., of St. Louis. They have one 
son. 

"In the year 1862, during the occupancy of the 
university building by Federal troops, Dr. Norwood 
visited the building every day and remained there 
protecting the property of the university. It may be 
well to say that, during these years, he has the 
reputation of having always done his duty according 
to his strength and ability." 

Daniel Reed succeeded Lathrop as president in 
1866 and in his report to the board in 1866 and 
1867, he did not include the medical school in his 
vision of the future. In giving his annual report to 
President Reed, Norwood indicated that his courses 
in biology and physiology were taught, "as they 
ordinarily would be in a medical school, except for 
the dissections, and urged very strongly the develop
ment of work in analytical chemistry, which he was 
attempting to develop with very inadequate equip
ment." 

At the board of curators meeting on May 31, 
1880, the chair of emeritus professor of physics was 
created, and Joseph G. Norwood was made emeritus 
professor of physics and of medical jurisprudence 
and emeritus dean of the medical college, at a salary 
of $1,000 per annum. 

When Dr. Norwood retired in 1880, he became 
the university's first professor to receive the title of 
professor emeritus. In 1860, he had become profes
sor of natural science at the University of Missouri 
and he held that position until his death in 1895 at 
the age 86. 

It is said that not only was he a noted physician 
and geologist, but was a man of "broad culture and 
learning." 

Teaching Begins 

Dr. Andrew McAlester and his colleague, Dr. 
Thomas Arnold, both agreed to teach the flfSt 
semester in the medical school without receiving a 
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salary in order to help the school get off the ground 
with a minimum of expense. They did receive the 
medical student fees, however. Three other univer
sity faculty members in other departments - profes
sors Joseph Norwood, George Swallow and Paul 
Schweitzer - taught medical school classes without 
an increase in salary. 

The medical department opened for instruction 
on February 17, 1873, with 15 students, who were to 
be "thoroughly indoctrinated in the principles of 
medicine and surgery," according to the university 
catalog. With course work modeled after that at the 
University of Virginia School of Medicine, the aim 
of the department was to educate students in the 
basic medical sciences as a background for clinical 
training at a hospital in one of the state's larger 
cities. Students also received some clinical training 
at the county poorhouse and insane asylum, as well 
as at a clinic for indigent patients held by McAlester 
and Arnold two afternoons a week. Most of the 
patients supplying the clinical material were seen at 
the county infirmary. From 1873 to 1890, the course 
of instruction was two terms of nine months each, 
described in the 1878-9 school catalog as "full and 
complete as is given in any medical school in the 
country." 

There were five graduates of the first class in 
1874. They were Andrew W. Conway, John Harris 
Duncan, Woodson Moss, Wilson L. Ragan and 
Willis Smith. The next year, there were six 
graduates and by 1886, there were fourteen. One of 
the graduates was Joseph Pryor, who we discussed 
elsewhere. 

Medical Schools in the Early 1870s 

When the medical program was reorganized on 
the University of Missouri campus in 1872, it is 
interesting to note that only eleven years earlier the 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College was founded. 
Later, Bellevue Medical College and NYU merged 
to be known as the New York University College of 
Medicine and later as the New York University 
School of Medicine. 

It should be noted that, even at Harvard, admis
sion was open to anyone who could pay the fees. 
Only about one-fifth of the students in the medical 
schools held college degrees and "one faculty 
member estimated in 1870 that half the students 
could not write." (Ludmerer) The curriculum con
sisted of two four-month terms of lectures - the 
second the same as the flfSt. Only a nominal connec-
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tion existed between the medical school and the 
university. The medical school operated on a 
separate calendar, managed its own financial affairs, 
and divided the profits among the faculty. 

Perhaps in an attempt to partially atone for the 
inadequacy of the facilities, the faculty forcefully 
promoted book learning and maintained a grueling 
examination schedule. They quizzed students daily 
over the previous day's lectures to force students to 
study each day. In addition, an examination by a 
committee of physicians - an examination that had 
to be passed before a student received his M.D. 
degree could be given at any time to any students 
the faculty believed were ready for the test. 

Almost An Early Demise 

Although McAlester and the university ad
ministration were optimistic about the medical 
department's future, some curators, as well as many 
of the general public, believed that the medical 
school was a waste of money. In fact, during the 
summer of 1873, one curator introduced a reso
lution that the opening of the medical department 
was ill-advised and premature, and that the 
department should be shut down. Even though this 
resolution was killed in committee, some 
newspapers reported that the resolution had been 
adopted. Indeed, the false reports by the press may 
have been partially responsible for the fact that only 
two students matriculated in the medical department 
in the Fall of 1873. Another reason for poor en
rollment may have been prospective medical 
students' reluctance to live in a town as small as 
Colwnbia, whose population in the mid-1870s was 
about 4,000 people, 177 horses, 16 mules, 175 
cattle, 193 sheep and 200 hogs (of which the latter 
were allowed to run at large through the town). The 
lack of students was more likely due to the $100 
medical school fee; attendance improved the fol
lowing year when fees were lowered to $40. 

Colwnbia struggled to attract industry in the 
post-Civil War years but failed because it was not on 
a main railroad line. Colwnbia instead became a 
center for service-oriented businesses, including 
health care services. By 1873, there were thirteen 
physicians and two dentists practicing in Colwnbia. 

As Columbia was already becoming a center for 
medical care between 1870 and 1900, rapid progress 
in medical research was being made worldwide. For 
example, Louis Pasteur revolutionized medicine 
with the genn theory, thus creating modem 

microbiology. In addition, in the 1870s, Pasteur 
contributed to public health by developing vac
cinations against infectious diseases. In Germany, 
Robert Koch showed in 1876 that an infectious 
disease, anthrax, was related to specific micro
organisms. Koch also discovered the tubercle bacil
lus, thereby finally disposing of the belief that tuber
culosis was a nutritional or emotional disorder. 

With these scientific advances, the teaching of 
science and the scientific method became 
increasingly important in medical school, and the 
University of Missouri Medical School established 
separate professorships in each of the basic sciences 
for the first time. Moreover, the faculty required 
students to do more laboratory work in the basic 
sciences. Enrollment blossomed, and 176 students 
graduated with an M.D. from 1874-1887. 

Section I and Section II (St. Louis) 
1886-1890 

Dr. McAlester, already in the forefront of the 
school's expansion, was appointed dean in 1880. 
Although this was an exciting period in the school's 
history, it was not without several problems. Unfor
tunately, clinical medicine was not one of the 
university medical department's strong points. The 
staff had a continual problem in attracting enough 
patients for teaching purposes; and, in 1886, the 
department took steps toward its remedy. A series of 
teaching conferences held between the medical 
department of the Institute of Science (a new name 
for McDowell's college at the northeast comer of 
Lucas and 21st streets in St. Louis) and the Univer
sity's medical department. These conferences conse
quently led to the establishment of Section I of the 
University Medical School in Colwnbia and Section 
II of the school in st. Louis. Under this arrangement, 
in effect from 1886 to 1890, medical students spent 
one year studying the basic medical sciences in 
Colwnbia and one year doing clinical work in St. 
Louis. 

At Section I, students completed the preparatory 
studies in Latin, physics, zoology, chemistry, 
political science, English composition, botany and 
bookkeeping. In addition, a series of lectures on the 
principles of obstetrics, anatomy, physiology, ad
vanced chemistry, medical botany, materia medica 
and therapeutics, microscope, dissecting, pathology 
and other related subjects were presented. 

Students attending Section II were taught by 
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William M. McPheeters. M.D. 
Taught Sectioll II 

Doctors William M. McPheeters and G.M.B. 
Maughes, both emeritus professors. McPheeters had 
a long and active career and distinguished himself 
during the dreadful cholem epidemic of 1849-50. He 
went with the South during the Civil War and was 
chief of staff to General Price and General Pember
ton. Clinical and didactic lectures were offered for 
eight months of the year. On completion of the two
year progmm, students received an M.D. degree 
from the University of Missouri. 

Because there was some serious doubt about the 
legality of a relationship between the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine and the Missouri 
Medical College in St. Louis, the plans were referred 
to Judge Alexander Martin of St. Louis for his 
considemtion. He ruled, in 1887, that "there is no 
serious doubt as to the legality of the plan. Neither 
corpomtion is merged in the other and neither has 
any substantial control over the other; neither can be 
held liable for the others debt." 

As the result of Martin's opinion, the plan of 
coopemtion of the two schools was carried out. 

Although this arrangement apparently worked 
well at first, in 1890, the medical faculty in Colum
bia requested that the plan be dropped. They 
believed that changes in medical education and 
medical care required reorganizing the medical 
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curriculum and that the reorganization should 
include keeping the whole course of instruction in 
Columbia. In addition, some students (and their 
tuition monies) were going straight to St. Louis and 
bypassing the first year in Columbia. The University 
terminated Section II on October 5, 1890. 

The president of the university, at that time, was 
Samuel Laws. 

Samuel Laws 

Of all the presidents of the university, only one, 
Samuel S. Laws had an M.D. degree. He received 
his M.D. from the Bellevue Medical School in New 
York. He also had academic degrees from Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, and a B.D. degree from 
the Princeton Theological Seminary. He received an 
M.L.B. degree from Columbia University and at one 
time was admitted to the New York Bar. 

Laws was a somewhat unpopular president. For 
example, a bronze replica of Houdon's marble statue 
of George Washington was acquired by Laws who 
intended to give the statue to Missouri where he 
arranged for it to be placed on a granite pedestal 
near Academic Hall. After unfriendly criticism, he 
decided to give the statue to his alma mater, Miami 
University of Oxford, Ohio, where it now resides. At 
96, Laws was at one time the oldest alumnus of 
Miami. 

Four Year Curriculum Begins 

From 1890 to 1898, the course for M.D. degree 
was three years of nine months each. From 1898 to 
1909, the course expanded to four years of nine 
months each. Anatomy was offered throughout the 
entire three years; physiology, thempeutics and 
microscopy in the first two. The theory and practice 
of medicine, surgery and obstetrics were offered in 
the last two years. Physical diagnosis; diseases of 
women and children, diseases of the eyes, ears, nose 
and throat; sanitary science; medical bacteria; and 
labomtory electives were offered in the third year. 
There were 32 medical students in 1890-91, with 
five faculty committed solely to the medical school. 

Higher Standards at Mizzou 

The university, as a rule, took the lead in setting 
higher standards for its matriculants. For example, 
even though the American Medical Association's 
recommendations did not include English, German, 
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zoology, physics and inorganic chemistry until 1906, 
these increased standards were adopted by the 
University of Missouri earlier. 

Nevertheless, because the premedical 
preparation of many students was poor, a con
siderable number of students failed each year. In a 
short essay in the 1889-90 Savitar, the University 
yearbook, a senior medical student lamented the 
dwindling ranks of his class, "If there is any truth in 
the Theory of Descent, as proposed by Darwin, then 
must the medical class of '99 be fit, indeed, for the 
30 brilliant, buoyant, blooming medics who sprang 
into existence in the Fall of '96, but six survived the 
cataclysm of histology and cat anatomy." 

President Jesse Arrives 

Things changed considerably after the arrival of 
President Jesse. "In spite of the increased entrance 
requirements, the School of Medicine shared in the 
rapid growth in enrollment of the whole university. 
There were 32 medical students in 1890-91 and 85 
in 1899-1900 with the faculty, five of whom devoted 
all of their time to medicine. The legislature re-ap
propriated the money for the medical building in 
1901, so that after 1903 the School of Medicine had 
modern and ample laboratory equipment. Adolphus 
Busch of St. Louis added in 1900 a gift for an 
amphitheater and clinic to the hospital. Still more 
important was the coming in 1900 of two younger 
men who were largely responsible for carrying out 
the modernization of the school, C. W. Green as 
professor of physiology, and C. M. Jackson as 
assistant professor of anatomy." 

Entrance Requirements Raised 

The inadequate premedical preparation of many 
students prompted the medical school to raise 
admission requirements gradually around the turn of 
the century. Although, in 1894, the minimwn 
entrance requirement was a "good common school 
education," by 1910, the entrance requirement was 
two years of college. The American Medical As
sociation did not adopt this rule until 1918. In 1927, 
three years of college work were required. 

The medical department endured additional ups 
and downs during the early years. For example, a 
bill was passed by the Missouri legislature 
prohibiting anatomical dissections in towns with 
populations under 100,000. Fortunately, Governor 
Woodson refused to sign the bill. Additionally, not 

until 1900 did the legislature provide the medical 
department a separate building for the laboratories, 
when the Missouri General Assembly appropriated 
$40,000 for the purpose of building a medical 
building. This building, McAlester Hall, housed the 
well-equipped laboratories of the physiology, 
physiological chemistry, pharmacology, anatomy, 
histology, pathology, bacteriology, hygiene, and 
animal . operative surgery departments. Several 
educators felt the laboratory and scientific training 
given the students during this period had few equals 
anywhere. 

Woodson Moss 
1852-1920 

Woodson Moss, along with four other students, 
was in the first class to receive their M.D.s in the 
newly established medical department on the cam
pus of the University of Missouri-Colwnbia. 

Woodson Moss was born September 28, 1852. 
His father was Colonel James H. Moss, a distin
guished lawyer, mentioned in 1852 in Columbia. 
Moss did his preparatory work at Christian College 
Academy. He entered the University of Missouri in 
the Fall of 1868. One of his classmates was Anna 
Ware, the first woman to attend the university. 

After Woodson Moss graduated in the first class 
to receive an M.D. for work done in Colwnbia, he 
was appointed the following year as an instructor in 
anatomy. In 1878, he was made professor of 
anatomy. In 1883, his title was changed to include 
physiology as well as anatomy and, in 1891, he 
received the rank of professor in the practice of 
medicine and anatomy. He remained active at the 
School of Medicine until 1917. He maintained a 
large and busy practice of medicine in Columbia. In 
1891, he traveled to Europe for a special study of 
Koch's treatment of tuberculosis. Dr. Moss served as 
president of the Boone County Medical Society and 
the Linton District Medical Society. He was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Beta Pi and Beta 
Theta Pi. 

The Missouri State Medical Society met in the 
auditoriwn of the YMCA at St. Joseph, Missouri, on 
May 20, 1902, and Woodson Moss was elected pres
ident of the state medical association. One of the 
vice-presidents elected was M. P. Overholser, father 
of our own M. D. Overholser, professor and chair
man of the department of anatomy. Dr. Moss served 
as president at the state medical association meeting 
held in the Music Hall at Excelsior Springs, Mis-
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Woodson Moss. M.D. 

souri, on April 21, 1903. At the 1903 meeting, the 
name of the Missouri State Medical Society was 
changed to the Missouri State Medical Association. 

In 1911, Dr. Moss married Mrs. Luella Wilcox 
Sinclair, one of the most dynamic women in the 
history of education here in Columbia. She became 
president of Christian College in 1893. 

Dr. Moss was awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree by his alma mater in 1901. Dr. Moss 
died in 1920 of a ruptured aortic aneurysm. Town 
merchants closed their stores for the day as a tribute 
to "a beloved physician, an inspiring teacher, and an 
excellent representative of the School of Medicine's 
first class." 

Joseph Wm. Pryor - Class of 1876 

One of the early graduates from the Columbia 
campus was Joseph William Pryor. He received his 
diploma at University of Missouri Medical School 
on July 4, 1876, as a member of the third class. He 
was born in Palmyra, Missouri, on April 3, 1856. 
After receiving his M.D. from University of Mis-
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souri, he practiced medicine at Palmyra before 
moving to Lexington, Kentucky, in 1882. In 1890, 
he joined the faculty of the University of Kentucky 
where he was appointed to the department of 
anatomy and physiology until his retirement. He was 
the author of many books and articles concerning 
medicine and was one of the early names listed in 
Who s Who in America and Who s Who in American 
Medicine as well as American Men of Science. He 
was on the board of directors of the Medical School 
Foundation shortly after it was organized. For 
several years, Dr. Pryor was the oldest living alum
nus of the University of Missouri. 

Dr. Joseph E. Thornton 

Another prominent Colwnbian who graduated 
from the medical school in 1903 was Dr. Joseph E. 
Thornton. He was born near Rocheport in 1866 and 
practiced in Columbia for many years before dying 
July 4, 1927. 

Dr. Frank Nifong, in his book The Afterglow 
reflects, "It seems those I remember best are those 
whose name I need only mention and a flood of 
pleasant memories return. The friendliest of all my 
friends was Joseph E. Thornton. Very soon after 
coming to Columbia in 1905, we were mutually 
attracted and remained ever afterward devoted 
friends. As soon as we could conveniently do so, we 
began to share office rooms, and always thereafter 
we remained office associates until his death. Joe 
Thornton was educated academically in medicine at 
the University of Missouri. He had the advantage of 
being reared in this conununity of culture with all of 
its educational opportunities. He also was a true 
disciple of Dr. McAlester and his career was much 
influenced by this seer. Joe was a general prac
titioner patterned after the old school gentlemanly 
type. He was full of energy and kept ab~ast of ~he 
advances in medicine which came so rapIdly dunng 
his time. With a very busy practice, that is no small 
accomplishment." 

Dr. Nifong further states, "His very presence in 
the sickroom was a stimulant and a suggestive 
power of incalculable work. Nature had indeed 
endowed him richly with the attributes most 
valuable in the practice of medicine." 

Dr. Thornton was a trustee at Stephens College 
and also was the college's "family physician." 



A Blueprint For Reform 
In Medical Education! 

The University of Missouri School of 
Medicine At The Turn of The Century 

With few exceptions, the state of American medical 
education at the turn of the century was woefully 
abysmal, and nowhere was this more true than in the 
state of Missouri. Of the 147 medical schools in 
existence in 1910, 13 of them were in Missouri -
third only to Illinois and New York. Of these, 10 
schools were independent, proprietary schools of 
medicine, "eclectic" schools, or schools of 
osteopathy, and not affiliated with any university. 
Most of those schools operated solely for profit and 
existed primarily upon student fees. 

Although the process of medical education 
reform had been in effect since the 1880s, and the 
American Medical Association's Council on Medical 
Education had been inspecting and ranking the 
nation's medical schools since 1906, it was Abraham 
Flexner's report to the Carnegie Foundation in April 
of 1910, titled "Medical Education in the United 
States and Canada," that first brought this issue to 
widespread public attention. Only three schools -
Washington University School of Medicine, St. 
Louis University School of Medicine, and the 
University of Missouri School of Medicine - were 
spared utter humiliation in this report. The 
University of Missouri medical school had recently 
scaled down from a four-year school to a two-year 
"half-school" in 1908. Interestingly enough, it was 
a pioneer in many of the radical changes that swept 
through American medical education before and 
following the report, thanks to the leadership of the 
university and of the Missouri State Medical 
Association. 

Although much of the credit for American 
medical education reform has erroneously been 
directly attributed to Abraham Flexner, his report 
catalyzed the impetus for reform through 
mechanisms already framed by the AMA and the 
various state licensing boards. 

The exposure of the proprietary medical schools 

also exposed the fact that quality medical education 
was an expensive process. More importantly, the 
report would serve as another inducement for 
medical schools to seek university affiliation. Again, 
the University of Missouri School of Medicine 
embraced another "radical" idea - a university 
affiliated teaching hospital. 

As the University of Missouri School of 
Medicine prepares to move into the 21st century, it 
becomes even more important to retrospectively 
explore the role that "the little old two-year school in 
McAlester Hall" played in shaping the future of 
medical education over 90 years ago. 

National and State Perspectives 
In Medical Educadon 

Even before the Carnegie Foundation's report, 
the problem of unifying and standardizing medical 
education had been addressed at both the national 
and state level of organized medicine. The Council 
on Medical Education (CME) of the American 
Medical Association was formed in 1904. At its first 
meeting, the Council developed "minimum" and 
"ideal" standards. 

Minimum Standards 

The minimum standard consisted of: 

1) Preliminary education sufficient for admission 
to any freshman class of a recognized university; 

2) The passing on said credentials by a state 
official; 

3) Graduation from an approved medical college 
requiring four years of course work of not less than 
30 weeks per year with 30 hours per week of actual 
work; and, 

4) Passing of an examination for licensure before 

I By Hugh E. Stephenson. Jr., M.D., and Maria L. Evans, M.D. Reprinted from pages345-350 of the June 1992 Missouri Medicille with pennission 
of Missouri State Medical Association. 
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a state board. 

Ideal Standards 

The ideal standard consisted of: 

I) An accredited four-year high school 
education; 

2) One year university training in physics, 
chemistry, and biology; 

3) A four-year medical school course (as 
outlined above); and, 

4) One year of post-graduate medical internship. 

Most Missouri medical schools would have had 
great difficulty meeting even the minimum standard. 

In 1907, the Council on Medical Education 
(CME) of the AMA reported on a detailed, planned 
series of medical school inspections similar to the 
one undertaken by the Carnegie Foundation two 
years later. 

The 1908 conference compared and contrasted 
medical education in the United States versus that of 
the 20 other important nations of the world. This 
study revealed that a five-year medical course (four 
years of medical school followed by a year of 
internship) appeared to be the ''world standard" at 
that time. 

The Council on Medical Education's (CME) 
1909 conference outlined a recommended 
curriculum - what is now considered the "classic" 
medical school curriculum - consisting of two 
years of basic science instruction followed by two 
years of clinical clerkships in the major medical 
disciplines. The CME's report was actually the basis 
for the "model curriculum" outlined in the Flexner 
report. 

The Missouri State Medical Association's role in 
improving medical education pre-dates even the 
CME of the AMA. As early as 1878, the MSMA 
appointed a Committee on Medical Education to 
investigate the facilities of Missouri medical schools. 
Of the 12 schools then in existence, only four were 
declared representative of "legitimate" medicine in 
Missouri. In 1879, this same committee proposed the 
adoption of a plan requiring all medical graduates in 
the state to hold a college degree in "arts, sciences, 
and languages," a truly progressive notion for the 
times. Indeed, by 1909, the leaders of organized 
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medicine in Missouri were well aware of the changes 
needed to shed the state's odious reputation as a 
haven for proprietary medical schools and their 
associated quackery. As stated in 1910 by the 
MSMA CME President, Dr. Tinsley Brown of 
Hamilton, Missouri, "It is evident from a study of 
the medical schools in this country and their work 
that there are five specially rotten spots which are 
responsible for most of the bad medical instruction. 
They are Illinois, Missouri, Maryland, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee." He further said, " ... the principal 
cause for this bad work is found in the existence of 
medical schools which are conducted solely for 
profit." 

Other reforms initiated through the MSMA that 
sounded the death knell for the proprietary medical 
schools included the development of city/county 
medical societies, standardization of state board 
exams, and the development of the Missouri State 
Board of Health. Another major factor was the state's 
emerging influence on licensure. Prior to 1901, 
Missouri's medical schools had the authority to grant 
medical licenses. The Hall Bill of 190 I took this 
privilege from the medical schools and gave it to the 
State Board of Health. 

The University's Perspective 

First established in 1841 as an affiliate of 
Kemper College, and later reorganized in 1872, the 
University of Missouri Medical School enjoys the 
title of "the oldest medical school west of the 
Mississippi." The medical school began with a two
year course in 1873, increasing the curriculum to a 
three-year and four-year course in 1891 and 1892, 
respectively. 

In 1907, Dr. Pinkney French of St. Louis, made 
a $300,000 donation of the tangible and real property 
belonging to Barnes Medical College in St. Louis. 
The board of curators decided to transfer the final 
two years of the medical school to St. Louis, 
beginning with the 1908-1909 school year. 
However, the donors failed to clear $90,000 of 
indebtedness incurred on the property, so the 
university was never able to receive the gift. (In 
retrospect, it is interesting to note that the Barnes 
Medical College had recently lost and subsequently 
regained its accreditation. One can only speculate on 
Dr. French's "hidden agenda.") Despite the fact that 
the Columbia campus had its own hospital- Parker 
Hospital, a 45-bed facility opened in 1902 - it was 
generally felt by both the board of curators and 
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President Richard H. Jesse that the University could 
not support a high-quality four-year program. This 
spurred the return to a two-year "half-school" in 
1908. University medical students would have to 
seek their final two years of training elsewhere. In 
addition, the board of curators anticipated Flexner's 
visit, and feared he would find the program's clinical 
instruction deficient. The decision did not, however, 
affect the students already enrolled, and the classes 
of 1909 and 1910 completed their education at 
Colwnbia. 

The decision to downsize the medical school was 
fairly unpopular among alwnni and practicing 
physicians, but President Jesse stood fmn on his 
decision. "What I have said hitherto will be disputed 
by no intelligent man or woman; but here - on the 
usual way to teaching clinics - comes one bone of 
my contention. Almost everywhere it is assumed that 
if the hospital and dispensary have patients enough, 
the teachers be numerous enough and famous 
enough as practitioners, and the time 18 months, the 
instruction will be excellent, provided, of course, 
that it is based on 18 months spent previously in the 
laboratories aforesaid. But here - on this 
a')sumption -let me enter my protest and plead for 
radical revision of the methods prevailing 
everywhere, or nearly everywhere, in America." 

The Carnegie Foundation's Perspective 

Although the CME of the AMA had been 
reporting annually for five years, and its first 
inspection of medical schools was completed as 
early as 1907, its members felt that a report from 
outside the AMA could exert more pressure for 
reform in medical education. Many council members 
already expressed concem that resentment of the 
AMA over its efforts toward reform was already 
growing steadily. The CME and its chairman, Arthur 
Dean Bevan, believed that the opinion of an 
independent, disinterested expert would carry more 
weight than the AMA's own recommendations. 
Bevan asked Carnegie Foundation to undertake the 
task, as the CME believed that the foundation's 
prestige would considerably speed the closure of the 
nation's proprietary medical schools. Its president, 
Henry S. Pritchett, a Missourian, commissioned 
secondary school educator Abraham Flexner. His 
report, "Medical Education in the U.S. and Canada," 
was published in 1910. Pritchett was well aware that 
the Camegie Foundation report underscored the 
original work of the AMA, as well as the AMA's 

desire to downplay its involvement, as a November 
4, 1909, letter to Bevan illustrates: "In all this work 
of the examination of medical schools, we have been 
hand-in-glove with you and your committee. In fact, 
we have only taken up the matter and gone on with 
the examination very much as you were doing, 
except that as an independent agency disconnected 
from actual practice, we may do certain things which 
you perhaps may not. When our report comes out, it 
is going to be ammunition in your hands. It is 
desirable therefore, to maintain in the meantime a 
position which does not animate an immediate 
connection between our two efforts." The CME also 
agreed to delay publishing its list of "satisfactory" 
schools until the appearance of the Carnegie 
Foundation's report, in order to add more weight to 
its own report. In fact, the AMA was so successful in 
keeping a low profile that 80 years later, it is Flexner 
and the Carnegie Foundation that are erroneously 
credited with reforming medical education, instead 
oftheAMA. 

It is important to note that Pritchett's choice of 
Abraham Flexner to author this report was not 
without its shortcomings. Flexner was neither 
physician nor scientist (his background was in 
education administration and he was well-versed in 
the classics), so he had no first-hand knowledge of 
the scientific method. Medical science, medical 
history, medical sociology, and contemporary 
systems of health care delivery were all foreign to 
him. He did, however, possess amazing energy, 
drive, and a knack for expose writing. The result was 
a report that covered several superficial aspects of 
American medical education, outlined an ideal 
curriculwn, discussed financial aspects, outlined a 
model basis for state board exams, and championed 
postgraduate medical education. Although in 
retrospect the report appears somewhat superficial, 
Flexner managed to describe conditions at every 
medical college in the United States and Canada 
concisely. He also included his commentary on 
medical education for women and African
Americans. 

Abraham Flexner had little use for hyperbole and 
''whitewashing,'' hence his report is filled with 
delightfully vivid (albeit graphic) descriptions of the 
conditions in American medical schools at the tum 
of the century. He describes the anatomy collection 
of one Califomia medical college as "a small box of 
slides and the dried-up filthy fragments of a single 
cadaver." He reported that an "indescribably filthy" 
anatomy laboratory of a Kansas school "was 
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simultaneously used as a chicken yard." An 
osteopathic school in Philadelphia boasted that their 
students were allowed to study at "every important 
surgical clinic in the great medical colleges and 
hospitals of that city;" Flexner revealed that these 
students could gain access to those hospitals only by 
concealing their identity. 

Flexner's travels brought him to Missouri twice, 
in April and November 1909. He appeared to be 
quite impressed with the university medical school 
during his Columbia visit in April 1909. "The 
medical department occupies a new and well
equipped building, excellently adapted to its 
purposes," he wrote. "The teaching is in charge of 
full time instructors of modem training and ideas. A 
university hospital of 45 beds gives the department 
the advantage of clinical material and connections, 
even though the actual instruction is limited to the 
work of the first two years, a feature of great 
importance." Flexner was also impressed that the 
leadership at the university "had the wisdom and 
courage to confine its efforts to the first two years." 
He also pointed out that the university was one of 
only 22 medical schools in the country that 
demanded two years of college before admission, 
beginning in the 1910 school year - a full year 
more than the AMA's "ideal standard." Thus, 
Missouri joined the ranks of schools such as Johns 
Hopkins, Harvard, Rush Medical College, and 
Western Reserve in that regard. 

Barnes Medical College was organized in 1892 
as an independent institution. When Flexner visited 
the school in April of 1909, he found that the 
entrance requirement was less than a high school 
education. Enrollment of the 124 resources 
amounted to fees only. As to clinical facilities, he 
stated, ''These are wholly inadequate. The centenary 
hospital adjoining the school is without educational 
importance. Its work is mainly private and almost 
altogether surgical. The school has access to the city 
hospital, too, but its clinics, held one afternoon a 
week, are of little value. The college buildings 
contain a suite of rooms used as a dispensary. A 
considerable attendance is claimed, but the 
arrangements are shockingly bad. The rooms are in 
poor condition and almost devoid of proper 
equipment." He listed the school as one "without" 
merit. 

At the time of the Flexner report, the University 
of Missouri School of Medicine was the only 
medical school in Missouri that required more than 
a high school education for admission. Missouri 
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University required one year of college work. 
Washington University in St. Louis required four 
years of high school and st. Louis University "less 
than a high school education." 

Flexner Report 

Following is the Flexner report for University of 
Missouri-Columbia: 

Missouri 

Population, 3,491,397. Number of physicians, 6323. 
Ratio 1 :552. 

Number of medical schools, 12 (Plus 1 postgraduate 
school). 

COLUMBIA: Population, 7,302 

(1) University of Missouri School of Medicine. A 
two-year school. Organized 1872. An organic 
department of the university. 

Entrance requirement: One year of college work. 

Attendance: 47, all from Missouri. 

Teaching staff: 14, 8 being professors, 6 of other 
grade. 

Resources available for maintenance: The 
department shares the general income of the 
university. Its budget calls for $31 ,000; fees amount 
to $2,820. 

Laboratory facilities: The medical department 
occupies a new and well equipped building, 
excellently adapted to its purposes. The teaching is 
in charge of full-time instructors of modem training 
and ideals. A university hospital of 45 beds gives the 
department the advantage of clinical material and 
connection, even though the actual instruction is 
limited to the work of the first two years, a feature of 
great importance. There is a library, supplied with 
important current periodicals, domestic and foreign. 

Date of visit: April, 1909. 

Originally, Washington University Medical 
School did not fare as well as the University of 
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Missouri. In his original report, Flexner wrote that 
Washington University Medical School did not 
conform to the best university standards and advised 
that it be reorganized or discontinued. Subsequently, 
President Robert S. Brookings, president of the 
university corporation, lead the medical school 
reorganization in 1910 under new full-time heads of 
all departments. 

A new site for the medical school was purchased 
and plans were begun for the erection of a new 
hospital, Barnes Hospital. Barnes Hospital was 
opened in the Fall of 1914 and was dedicated in 
April 1915. 

In contrast, the report painted a rather sordid 
picture of medical education in several other 
Missouri schools. "Professors" at the American 
School of Osteopathy in Kirksville were, in reality, 
senior students. The st. Louis Col1ege of Physicians 
and Surgeons owned physiology laboratory 
equipment, but it was never used, and a make
believe display laboratory sat, unused, on tables 
gathering dust. With the exception of Washington 
University, St. Louis University and the University 
of Missouri, the report called the medical schools in 
Missouri "utterly wretched." 

A tremendous drop in the number of medical 
schools ensued over the next three decades. By 1922, 
only 81 medical schools remained, and 30 years 
later, (1950) that number had plummeted to 65. Not 
until the 1960s would this country see an increase in 
the number of medical schools. 

By downsizing and redefining its mission, the 
University of Missouri School of Medicine managed 
not only to survive the Carnegie Foundation's report, 
but actually to become a leader in requiring higher 
standards of its matriculants. When the four-year 
curriculum was restored in 1956, the school was 
ready to meet the demands required of the two 
clinical training years, moving into its new facility, 
the University of Missouri Medical Center (now the 
present University Hospitals and Clinics). 

Although many contributed to Mizzou's 
successful 1909 inspections, the lion's share of the 
credit goes to "the father of the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine," Dr. Andrew W. 
McAlester. Born, fittingly enough, in 1841 (the same 
year as the University School of Medicine), Dr. 
McAlester had a "track record" that includes a long 
and illustrious history of medical reforms in 
Missouri. During the post-Civil War era, he 
reorganized the MSMA and helped unify the voices 
of "northern" and "southern" sympathizing 

physicians for statewide health care reform. In 1901, 
he helped spur the state legislature into taking action 
against proprietary medical colleges and combatting 
quackery through higher licensing standards. 

In 1903, McAlester addressed the MSMA on the 
subject of higher standards in medical education. 
"The present trend of affairs clearly indicates that the 
profession as a whole desires to establish and 
maintain a still higher standard of excellence," he 
stated. "A thoroughly scientific medical education 
rests upon such a broad foundation that a greater 
familiarity with collateral sciences is necessary than 
is the case with any other profession." As the School 
of Medicine's dean from 1880 to 1909, he 
undoubtedly spearheaded many of the school's 
reforms prior to the Carnegie Foundation's report. 

This year (1992), 103 fourth-year medical 
students walked across the stage in Jesse Hall 
Auditorium to receive their M.D. degrees. Perhaps it 
is fitting that the medical schooi holds its 
commencement in the building named for President 
Richard Jesse. Had it not been for his foresight, 
along with that of Andrew McAlester and the board 
of curators from 1900 to 1910, the "little old two
year school in McAlester Hall" might not have 
escaped the scrutiny of the Carnegie Foundation, and 
thus allowed to become the quality institution it is 
today. 

Bachelor of Science 
In Medicine 

The University of Missouri did not award any 
M.D. degrees after 1909 until 1957. From 1910 until 
1925, a student could complete the work for an A.B. 
degree with a major in biological sciences in four 
years and also acquire a two-year medical certificate. 

At it's June 1 meeting in 1925, the board of 
curators granted permission to the medical school to 
recommend candidates for the degree Bachelor of 
Science in Medicine. 

Under the leadership of President A. Ross Hill, 
two years of college work would be required for 
entrance to the schools of education, engineering, 
journalism, law and medicine. The requirement for 
the school of medicine began in 1909. 

• ••• 
Addendum: 

When Abraham Flexner died in 1959 at the age 
of 82 the New York Times commented "No other 
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American of his time contributed more to the welfare 
of his country and humanity in general." 

The Modem Ifealthcare magazine included 
Abraham Flexner into its "Health Care Hall of 
Fame" and editorialized "No one else from his era 
was able to do. He forced more than 100 medical 
schools to close." 

Flexner grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, the son 
of Jewish immigrants. He graduated from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1886, having completed the 
four-year course of study in two years. Four years 
later, he started Mr. Flexner's School, a high school 
for problem boys. It became know for its record in 
getting its students admitted to college. After fifteen 
years, he closed his school and moved to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, to pursue graduate studies at Harvard 
University and Europe for several years. 

In 1908, he wrote "The American College," a 
critique of higher education. This report impressed 
Henry S. Pritchett to hire Flexner. In 1930, he 
founded the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, New Jersey where Albert Einstein was 
attracted as its flISt full-time faculty member. 

Henry S. Pritchett 
and his Missouri Roots 

Although the Flexner Report is famous, very 
little is known about the man responsible for moving 
Abraham Flexner into such a position of 
prominence. It was Henry Pritchett who, as head of 
the Camegie Foundation, appointed Flexner to begin 
his epoch-making survey of American medical 
schools. 

Henry Pritchett's grandfather moved to Missouri 
in 1835. Henry Smith Pritchett was born April 16, 
1857, near Danville, Missouri; his parents having 
both been born in Virginia. Henry's father, Carr 
Pritchett, became a professor of mathematics at 
Central College in Fayette in 1851. In 1856, he 
purchased a small fann a mile or so north of Fayette, 
and it was here that Henry spent his first eleven 
years. When Henry was 18 months of age, his father 
left to spend an entire year at Harvard in the study of 
astronomy and mathematics. Carr Pritchett was 35 
years old. When he left his family, he was driven to 
Glascow where he took the boat for Jefferson City 
and by train to St. Louis. Carr Pritchett's year at 
Harvard largely influenced Henry Pritchett's own 
career choices. When Carr Pritchett returned to 
Missouri in 1859, he created and became director of 
an astronomical laboratory in Fayette. His benefactor 
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was Miss Bemiece Morrison after whom the 
observatory was named. 

Shortly after the Civil War began, Carr 
Pritchett's youngest brother, age 21, was killed in the 
first assault of Price's army. Carr Pritchett, however, 
was a Unionist. He joined the Union camp and 
secured a post on the United States Sanitary 
Commission in Washington, D.C., leaving his family 
in Fayette. Carr Pritchett took part in the procession 
which escorted the dead president, Abraham 
Lincoln, from the White House to the Capitol. 

After the Civil War ended, Henry's father 
returned to Fayette to establish the Pritchett School 
Institute. (It is noted, however, that Carr W. Pritchett 
was given a one-year appointment as a professor of 
mathematics at a June 27, 1865, meeting of the 
University of Missouri board of curators.) The 
school's motto was Doce, Disce, Aut, Disce; Teach, 
Learn, or Leave. Henry Pritchett had solid roots in 
Missouri and was very sensitive when the subject of 
the correct pronunciation of Missouri came up. 
Flexner, in his biography of Pritchett, comments that 
Pritchett once wrote: 

Missouri is of Indian origin and is said to 
mean Big Muddy, a most appropriate name 
for the great stream. No one knows how it 
came to be spelled as it is. However, the men 
who cleared the forrest and first tilled its soil 
learned to pronounce its name with a good 
southem sound at the end as if it were 
spelled Missoura, and so it is called today. 
When you meet a real son of the state whose 
descent has come through the old Virginia 
and Kentucky migration, you may know it 
by the fact that he always says Mizzoura not 
Mis-sou-ri. 

Abraham Flexner's 1910 report to the Camegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
concerning medical education in the United States 
and Canada was the first of a series of papers on 
professional schools issued by the Camegie 
Foundation. The Carnegie Foundation had received 
a large endowment five years earlier to be expended 
in this direction. In accordance with the 
recommendation of the president and the executive 
committee, the trustees of the Carnegie Foundation 
at their meeting in November 1908 authorized a 
study and report upon the schools of medicine and 
law in the United States and appropriated the money 
necessary for this undertaking. Medical schools of 
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all medical sects were included. This included 
al1opaths, homeopath, eclectic medicine, osteopath, 
etc. 

Prichett, in his introduction to the study, 
indicates that, "For twenty-five years past, there has 
been an enormous over-production of undereducated 
and ill-trained medical practitioners. This has been 
in absolute disregard of the public welfare and 
without any serious thought of the interest of the 
public. Taking the United States as a whole, 
physicians are four or five times as numerous in 
proportion to population as in older countries like 
Germany. Over-production of ill-trained men is due, 
in the main, to the existence of a very large number 
of commercial schools, sustained in many cases by 
advertising methods in which the mass of 
unprepared youths is drawn out of industrial 
occupations into the study of medicine. Until 
recently, the conduct of a medical school was 
profitable business, for the methods of instruction 
were mainly didactic. As the need for laboratories 
has become more keenly felt, the expenses of an 
efficient medical school have been greatly increased. 
The inadequacy of many of these schools may be 
judged from the fact that nearly half of all our 
medical schools have income below $10,000, and 
these incomes detennine the quality of instruction 
that they can and do offer. Colleges and Universities 
have, in large measure, failed in the past twenty-five 
years to appreciate the great advance in medical 
education and the increased cost of teaching it along 
modem lines. Many universities, desirous of 
apparent education completeness, have annexed 
medical schools without making themselves 
responsible either for the standards of the 
professional school or for their support. 

"The existence of these unnecessary and 
inadequate medical schools has been defended by 

the argument that a poor medical school is justified 
in the interest of the poor boy. It is clear that the 
poor boy has no right to go into any profession for 
which he is not willing to obtain adequate 
preparation; but the facts set forth in this report make 
it evident that this argument is insincere, and that the 
excuse which has heretofore been put forward in the 
name of the poor boy is in reality an argument on 
behalf of the poor medical school. 

"A hospital under complete educational control 
is as necessary to a medical school as is a laboratory 
of chemistry or pathology. High grade teaching 
within a hospital introduces a most wholesome and 
beneficial influence into its routines. Trustees of 
hospitals, public and private, should therefore go to 
the limit of their authority in opening hospital wards 
to teaching, providing only that the university secure 
sufficient funds on their side to employ, as teachers, 
men devoted to clinical science." . 

Henry S. Pritchett further states, "In the 
preparation of this report, the Foundation has kept 
steadily in view the interests of two classes, which in 
the over-multiplication of medical schools have 
usually been forgotten - First, the youths who are 
to study medicine and to become the future 
practitioners, and, secondly, the general public, 
which is to live and die under their ministrations." 

Dr. Pritchett acknowledged, with a great deal of 
gratitude, the cooperation that they had received 
from Dr. Arthur D. Beaven, chairman of the Council 
on Education in the American Medical Association, 
and from Dr. N. P. Colwell, secretary of the Council 
on Education of the American Medical Association, 
and to Dr. F. C. Zapffe, secretary of the Association 
of American Medical Colleges. 

Henry Smith Pritchett was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree by the University of Missouri 
in 1934. 
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Unsung Heroes - rhey keep the place running 
A Mary Pax photo 
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Andrew Walker McAlester, M.D. 

Andrew W. McAlester was born in Rocheport, Mis
souri, on January 1, 1841. His father was a pioneer 
from Kentucky and his mother was from Virginia. 
The family moved to Columbia in 1845, where his 
father became established in the contracting and 
lumber business. The elder McAlester constructed 
several buildings in town, including the university 
president's home on campus, the old courthouse, as 
well as the science building (now called Switzler 
Hall). 

In 1860, Dr. McAlester was one of fifteen 
students to receive diplomas in agriculture. He 
received his A.B. degree from the university in 1864. 
He attended Rush Medical College in Chicago in 
1864-65, and St. Louis 
Medical College in 1865-66, 
from which he received his 
medical degree. He then 
retumed to Columbia and 
began his clinical practice. In 
1867, he attended, in New 
York City, a clinical course in 
Bellevue Hospital. In 1868, 
He received a second degree, 
an A.M., from the University 
of Missouri. One of Dr. 
McAlester's proteges, Dr. 
Frank Nifong, wrote that 
Andrew McAlester was great
ly influenced by two of his 
university professors to study 
medicine; Dr. Joseph Nor
wood and Dr. M. Duhea Swal
low. Dr. Nifong's father and 
Andrew McAlester graduated 
the same year from the St. 
Louis Medical College. (Dr. 

appointed Dean for the School of Medicine at the 
university in 1880 and succeeded his old teacher, Dr. 
Joseph G. Norwood who had held the post for seven 
years. However, from the beginning, Norwood had 
assigned the greater part of the actual administrative 
duties to Dr. McAlester, due to Dr. Norwood's 
extensive responsibilities in otherdepartrnents (such 
as professor in physics) and also because of his 
declining health. 

Dr. McAlester spent considerable time in the 
London, Paris and Berlin hospitals and in several 
French, English and German Universities studying 
European methods of medical instruction, receiving 
clinical instruction from such giants of medicine as 

Sir Jonathan Hutchison, Law
son Tait and Sir Joseph Lister. 

Nifong received his A.M. Dean Andrew Walker McAlesler, !n.his last 
degree from the University of year as dean oJ the School oJ Medlcme, 1909 

. . ' . Photo courtesy of State Historical 

McAlester is generally 
regarded as the man who kept 
the school going against 
criticism and lack of "basics" 
such as facilities and equip
ment. In 1872, because of cer
tain existing legal difficulties, 
he proposed that the initial 
medical faculty teach without 
salary except for the fees from 
the medical students, a plan 
which was approved by the 
board of curators. Another 
original proposition was made 
to the Boone County Court to 
construct a university hospital 
for the poor in order to aid in 
clinical training of the 
students. This plan broke 
down when the court 
demanded a 99-year lease. He 

held several posts in organized 
medicine, including president 
of the Missouri State Medical 
Association in 1888. In 1900, 

MISSOun 10 1868, and 10 1873 Society of Missouri 

and 1885, he studied abroad in 
London and Paris.) 

Dr. McAlester was largely instrumental in re
establishing the medical department of the university 
in 1872, and the following year, he traveled to 
Europe to secure supplies for the fledgling school. 
While away, he was appointed professor of surgery 
and materia medica by the board of curators. He was 

McAlester was appointed 
superintendent of the newly completed Parker 
Hospital. From 1901 to 1905, he was the president of 
the state Board of Health, serving under governors 
W. J. Stone, A. H. Dockery, M.D., and F. D. 
Gardner. 

Pictured on page 44 is McAlester Hall, home of 
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many decades of Mizzou medical students. Loyalty 
to McAlester Hall usually superseded the school 
from which medical students subsequently received 
an M.D. degree. Named after the "father of the 
medical school," the building was authorized by the 
legislature in 1899. A year after Dr. McAlester's 
death in 1922, a wing on the east end of the building 
was added to McAlester Hall. 

In addressing the 46th annual session of the 
Missouri State Medical Association in Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri, in April of 1903, Dr. McAlester 
said, 
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The subject of medical education must 
always remain an interesting theme for 
members of the profession. And like most of 
those who have reported upon this subject to 
this body, I take a very optimistic view of 
the present status in trend of affairs respec
ting medical education. To be sure, we have 
not reached the millennium. There's yet great 
opportunity for improvement, but the present 
trend of affairs clearly indicates that the 
profession as a whole desires to establish 
and maintain a still higher standard of excel
lence. 

This conviction and a comparison of the 
present status with the condition of medical 
education even ten years ago furnished the 
basis for our optimism. In no other 
department of education has there been such 
great strides. A thoroughly scientific medical 
education rests upon such a broad foun
dation that a greater familiarity with col
lateral sciences is more necessary than is the 
case with any other profession. A person 
may be possessed of a thorough scientific 
training in the science of medicine and yet 
not be adapted to practice the art of 
medicine. A knowledge of medicine is one 
thing, the art of medicine is quite another. 
An individual with natural aptness in the art 
and with but little actual scientific capacity 
or training, is frequently making such head
way in competing with one possessed of 
great scientific training, and having little 
adaptability for the art of medicine, that the 
laity is furnished with what they rcgard as 
proof that doctors are born and not made. In 
this comparison, I am speaking of reputable 
men and not quacks. 

Serving the medical school as professor and dean 
for almost four decades, Dr. McAlester resigned on 
June 1, 1909. At the time of his resignation, 
McAlester was the oldest professor in the University 
of Missouri, both in years and service. 

Upon retirement, the board of curators conferred 
upon McAlester the title of emeritus professor of 
surgery. On June S, 1909, the board of curators 
passed a resolution commending him for his faithful
ness and ability, and referring to him as "the 
Founder of the Medical Department." 

Only after his retirement did the legislature fail 
to appropriate enough money for the two years of 
clinical training. During the long years of the two
year curriculum, the faculty devoted themselves to 
anatomy, histology, embryology, organic chemistry 
and bacteriology in the first-year and physiology, 
pharmacology, pathology, clinical diagnosis and 
minor surgery in the second year. 

The McAlester Memorial Foundation was es
tablished in 1932 to provide an endowment income 
which is still used in support of medical education. 

McAlester's longevity allowed others to bestow 
kudos in his later years. At age 80, on AprilS, 1921, 
the community gave him a banquet arranged by the 
Boone County Medical Society. Guests included 
over three hundred professional and lay friends from 
Missouri and surrounding states, including such 
notables as William T. Kemper of Kansas City, a 
well known financier. At McAlester's 80th birthday 
banquet, he was toasted as the "Father of the Univer
sity School of Medicine," the "man who laid the 
foundation of the medical profession in this state," 
and as "the originator of the present system of 
medical education in this section of America." 
University President A. Ross Hill spoke on the 
subject, "Dr. McAlester and the University Medical 
Education." He said that McAlester forced the 
recognition of medicine as an educational profession 
apart from clinical practice, bringing clinical instruc
tion into this part of America According to Dr. Hill, 
McAlester was the first man in the west to advocate 
the human element in teaching. 

McAlester's loyalty to the medical school was 
legendary. Recommendations that the University 
School of Medicine be moved to a city where greater 
clinical facilities would be available always met with 
his disapproval. He believed that only by association 
with other students, with new points of view lacking 
"professional" dogma, can the well-rounded 
physician be produced. "McAlester is essentially a 
human man and his policies have always been a 



Aesculapius Was a Tiger 

Parker Memurial HO~PltOlI Anatomh;nll.aboratof \ 
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H istolo~lt: al Laboratory 
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From tile 1903 Savitar 
Photo courtesy of State Historical Society of Missouri 
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McAlester Hall named after A. w: McAlester. M.D. 

human policy," said Dr. Hill. "It is most unfortunate 
for the state of Missouri that the money has not been 
furnished with which to carry out Dr. McAlester's 
plans. The ideals that he taught us are still here. Both 
plans and ideas shall be carried out some day and we 
are grateful to him for them." 

Dr. Herman Pearse, of Kansas City, said, "His 
fight for better professional conditions was constant. 
When the medical housecleaning of the state was 
imparted in the legislature in 190 I, the counsel of 
Dr. McAlester was invaluable. The fight was won 
and cheap medical colleges and quacks were ousted 
from the state." 

Henry J. Waters, of Kansas City, editor of the 
Kansas City Star and former dean of the College of 
Agriculture at Columbia spoke on "Dr. McAlester 
the Man." He described Dr. McAlester's thorough 
training under some of the world's greatest scientists 
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and leaders in their profession, his unselfishness, and 
his immediately turning his training to "world 
service" by training more doctors at the university. 
"He always did what was best for his country, his 
state and the university," Waters remarked. 

One of Dr. McAlester's former students, J.C. 
Liter of St. Louis, prophesied the eventual ful
fillment of what he said Dr. McAlester had longed 
for for many years. "He longed to see Columbia the 
seat of the state hospital built by the citizens of 
Missouri maintained by the people of Missouri, for 
the purpose of treating the poor people of the state as 
well as serving as a teaching institution," said Liter. 
"The alumni of the school have promised that they 
will see a complete four-year School of Medicine es
tablished here no matter how long it takes." 

Andrew Walker McAlester, A.M., M.D., LL.D., 
F.A.C.S., died in 1922 at the age of 81 and is buried 
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Constlltction oj the east wing oj McAlester Hall 
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45 



Hist()ry of M€dicine at 01' Mizzou 

THE DEAN. 

'i)cl'Qrtmcnt of m\c~lCInc 

RICH ARD } ' ,.:SRY .tf.55[ . LL . D .. 
1"'· " !, loI .. ' ,I,,· • ' ''' ''' '''. 

JOKS" CA'lt T.r ros JeNts . A . B .. Ph . D .. 
,.",,:.: 1-' -101· ,., ,., II,. I , . ,,,, ·jl\ 

A N D REW W ALKER ,.. . ALrSTE R . A. M . . )I . D .. LL . C .. 
I· r " (' ..... , .,' ... " .:.:." ", •. 1 1'", ,,,,, I I •• 

WOODSON MO~S M. 0 . LL.D .. 
I' r. ' ~' .... , '" II ,, ' I ' , ,. I,. . ,., \ 10 

JULlARfI J.I WIS t .:psrOTt"B . A. M .. 
l' r" l. ~ .. . ' : ". , ' - I· . 

JOHN \\,At. DO CONNA\\' A\" . IJ V S .. M . Il. 
I · ; .. f . .... , .. , • .. ,, '1'" 

WILLIAM CF.OR r,£ BROWN. 8 . S .. P h . D. 
1·,,,/0·· .. , .· , . , . , , . ' , " 

CoEO R t;E Lt:rt:vRE. A . 8 .. P h . D . . 
1', .. (, , ... ,' .. : Z. ~.L . . ~ ,. 

CK ARLES WIJ.~ON r. n[l:tn:. A. M .. P h . D . . 
1·, .. 1'.·· .. ,· .,. , ·, , · ·.·1.,._ -" .. 1 1'1." " " ,, 

CLARENCE MARTIN J A CKSON . B . S. N . 5 .. M . D .. 
, ', .. (0 ... ," ,r \ " .• " ,,,, ;" ,,1 II ,~, .. 1 .• ~ , 

WALTER. M .. NAB MI LI. ER . JI . S . . M. D .. 
I ·,· .. r.·· ~",. "I I ',' 1,. " . ..;, .11." I :". ,. " I.·..; • . 

(iUY L . NOYES . JC . D .. 
I' , .. r. ~ .. ,. " I 1.1-· : •• , ••. r , .... I :, . I:., r . 

MAX M. NYER . A . B . . M . D .. 
1·I""f. · .. ",· .. I" '. ' " •. , "I,,:.:, "",I ,11 '''' ' ' '1"1 ' -

OSCAR. MILTON ITEWART. P h. B . . P h . D. 
I ·n,r. · .. " ,· .. r I ·h • • i. · .. . 

SIDJrfEY CAI.VERT . B . .... .. A. M .. 
. \ "'~ I "" I I · .... f. · ... 1 .. r ' ·I " ·, ,,j " r.' . 

WILLIAM JEPTHA CALVERT. A. B .. M. D .. 
. \ •• 1., .• ", '· '·.·r.· .. ,," .. 1 110 1. ·"",, 1 \ 1. ·, l ld . ,.. 

WALDEMAR XOCH . B. I . . P h. Do. 
. \ .. I· l a , ,1 I ·,,,t ... ·, .. · " f I·h. ~i .. I .. :.:I.·:i1 1'1" '" . 1"1".' : "., l ·ltnn""".I.,::, . 

CHARL ES CLAUD£ GUTHRIE . B . I .. M. D .. 
\' I i,, ;:. .\ ··1. 1" ", 1·I" .. f . · .... ,· .. f 1· 11 .'· "I"I ,,~ • . 

JOHN 8 . TIFFASY. B . I . A .. D. V. M .. 
.\ ~,.I~I"" I I 'r<lf""""r .. r , """ I'''r>llITf' ~I' .. II '·III'" 

£>cl'Orfm<lIf of (Wtbicillt (;ollnllutb 

HEBMANN SC H LUlfDT , M. S .. Ph . D. , 
.\ ~.I"I :till I·,·"f.·,..,...r o f 1'1 ,., ·i.·,,1 , ·IW,"I. , 1".'. 

FRANK G. NtFONG. M. D .. 
;\ ~·bt:II '1 I·r" f. ·.,...,· " r ~"I· :':'·'·." 

GEORGE BEEDER . U nited SUII!' Weather Obl~r/ .. r . 
1.," ·(lIn ·r ." l ·l illl :l I.,It,o:.,. 

H OWARD WATERS DOUGHTY . Ph . D .. 
JII~ I ... ... ' .. r III 1 · 1 "' I "i ~ ' I·." 

ELEXIOU5 THOMPSON BELL. B. S .. II . D .. 
1,," 1,'110" "1" ill .\11"1''' 11.'. 

CAROLINE M.:GI LL. A . B .. A . M •• 
,\, '1 ;h:.: I "~,, II. , .. ,. in \"" I .. ", ... 

CHARLES A. PR On·OR. A. B .• 
1I ,.,n .• ·"., J Ot 1'10 ." "" 

HE RB I:RT M . R rESE . A . B . . P h . D .. 
I H."III""I" , ,, "1..' "" . 

\\'I LLIAII GARRETSON CARHART. A. B .. II D .. 
II,. ' . '.' 1"1 ,,, I ',,' J, •• J .. ~ ., "'"I I :", I. " , . . 1,, ;:. ., . 

CHARLl:S fJl!ADIORD R ODES. A . B .. A. II .. 
.\ .. ,· ,.,'01 , .. '\""''''''.' . 

ERXEST r:ARL 1ol0HlAN . A. B . . A. )I . . 

.\ """,, : '" ' 1""" " 11 .,. 

ElJ"ClND BON NOT . A . B .. 
\ .·~ I .. I. ' I 't ill ' \ ""' '''''.' . 

CLyDE BROeKS. A. B .. 
. \ "I-I.II, t i ll 1'1, .' .·,.·1. · ... ... 

GEORGE WASH INGTON TAN l\REU ·rTEU . A. B . . A. M 
~'''.i. ,,1 \ ""l .''' t ill ;-; .• ,1 .. ;.;.'. 

\\. ALTER ARTHUR. 
. ... . 11.'. h' .\ ~·" I . I II' i i ' • t", ," i.· ,1" .' . 

GI;ORGE BLAISE CkOW. 
:" ,,, ,.. '" .\··.·"'''1 )11 \ " .• , .. " .... 

W ALl' E R E DW ARD DANDY. 
:-0 11 ,01." , . \ •••• , .,,,' , II ,\"",,,,,,,,, 

A . B . M ILLER . M. D .. \ 1." .. ,1. ~ I I"",,,, , 

1.""" ' 1". :-,,,1.) •. ) ·. \ 1·1'.11·1.'11 1.· . · · 

J . A. T ErrT. M. D .. :" 1"11, ..; 1", .... \" .... "' ; 
I. • . , ,,'" ... . I.J • . · t .. ,1 "" ".,d' .. I0- .. , II ,.' I :I.,,!,!. I :. , . -1 ,I.., 1'1 ... 1", . 

"'ALTER V.·Y MAlf . M. D .. Sur,,:oll G"lI l'l"lll U. ~ . M.,1111" Ji " ~ I "I " ~'· 'l .• I.' • 
I .• · , ,, , , ., :'"I.j., I , . I:. ',..11 1.' to , .. . I ', ,.\, .• , " •.• " .' \\, II I:· .: .1..,. ,01 't'''' .alt 

III" · . .. 

(; . R . V.·OODSON . N . D .. SUI,e nateadellt ot Iht· MhliOUrI St .,t.· ," , 'i"t oJ No. 1·,,· .... 
:-'1 . J· · .. ·I " •. . \I.· .. "l r i. 

I.· ·· III , ,.,. ...:,,' J •.•. : . . , .• " •• ,. lor l u~ . : "i' .' .·· 

JOS£PH IN E SHIELDS, 
I I. '. ,. ' ;\ .. , . • ' ., .. ,1 :'''1'' , ;", . ·,,01, III .·r 11 ., il,I,,:.: :-od,. ~ . 1 

JOHlf M.AX RIGGS. I""·,·,,.· I" I ·a' t. . ··· .\ ... , ,,· ·,, .• 1 11"·" ,, . 1. 

AUGUliT WILLIAM KAMPSCHMIDT. 
1" 1.·. ,,,· ito I ·" ,t. .·r .\I, ·I"." bl 11 .. ", ;1,, 1 

17 

Dr. McAlester and Iris faculty in J 906. Dr. Woodson Moss was in the first graduating class of J 874. Note that 
Dr. Charles Claude Guthrie was an acting assistant professor of physiology. Dr. Walter Dandy was a student 
assistant in anatomy. Dr. A. B. Miller was a lecturer on appendicitis. n,e distinguished Herman Schlundt 
was all assistant professor of physical chemistry and one of the intems at Parkers was August William 
Kampschmidt. 
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An early picture oJDean McAlester Jrom thefiles oJthe Zeta Phi chapter oJBeta 
Theta Pi in Columbia. oj which he was a member. 
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at Columbia Cemetery beside his wife 
Mary E. Berry McAlester who preceded 
him in death by some 52 years. 

Andrew McAlester was proud of his 
birthday. He stated at his 80th birthday, "I 
was born the day the university sprang into 
existence. This existence stands today as a 
memorial to our fathers and mothers." 

In commenting on the honors given 
him, he said, "When 1 feel the sands of time 
slipping under my feet, this honor is 
especially pleasing. This manifestation of 
good friendship and love brings joy to my 
heart and memories of long ago. 1 am not 
so vain or so presumptious," he continued, 
"as to take these compliments all to myself. 
No man stands alone; this is especially true 

Kirk Wanless graduated in 1974. He 
is a great-grandson of Dean 
McAlester. 
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McAlester's home east of Columbia - much of the land is now the 
Columbia Country Club. 

in medicine. 1 still feel complimented if through me, 
a member of the medical profession, you have 
shown your affection and confidence." 

Dr. McAlester's grandson graduated from the 
two-year medical school in 1923 and received his 
M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine in 1925. Andrew McAlester, III, practiced 
medicine in Kansas City for many years. He traveled 
abroad a great deal and worked for several months 
with the late Dr. Tom Dooley at his clinic in the 
Laotian jungle. He was sixty-one when he died of a 
heart attack. 

Today, McAlester Hall is being used for classes 
in psychology, geography and philosophy. 

The Columbia Country Club, which celebrated 
its seventieth anniversary on May 22, 1994, was 
built on sixty acres of land purchased from Dr. A. 
W. McAlester. The club purchased an additional 
twenty acres in 1987 in order to complete its 18-hole 
golf course. 



Aesculapius Was a Tiger 

The c.ampus oj UMC shortly after the turn oJthe twentieth century. McAlester Hall and Parker Hospital shown in 
the nghtJoreground. VelY little oJthe White Campus had been built. 
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Graduation exercises held on Francis Quadrangle in 1906 
Photo courtesy of State Historical Society of Missouri 
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Dean Noyes is pictured in the 1914 Savitar seated next to "Founder" Andrew W. McAlester and the medical 
students. 

President Jesse entered office in 1903. 
Photo courtesy of State Historical Society of Mo. 
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A Mary Pax photo 
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Justus Ohage 
- America's Premier 

Cholecystectomy Surgeon l 

The first cholecystectomy in the western hemisphere 
took place on September 24, 1886. Today, a 
cholecystectomy is one of the most frequently 
performed major operative procedures, accounting 
for almost 2% of all indications for hospitalization. 
In 1972, more than 300,000 cholecystectomies were 
performed in hospitals of this country. 

Missouri has reason to be proud of America's 
"first cholecystectomy surgeon" for it was only six 
years earlier, in 1880, that President Samuel S. 
Laws, seventh president of the University of 
Missouri, handed young Justus Ohage his medical 
diploma. As it does today, the University has a 
precommencement exercise honoring the medical 
graduates. On Monday evening, May 31, 1880, the 
nine members of the graduating class assembled in 
the chapel on the campus at the University of 
Missouri in Columbia to receive their degrees. 

According to the account in the Weekly Missouri 
Statesman on Friday, June 4, 1880, this was the 17th 
annual precommencement program for graduating 
physicians at the University of Missouri. The 
principal address by Dr. J. H. Hanna of Ashley in 
Pike County, Missouri, was titled "Magnitude of the 
Physician's Work: Something of the Way to Success: 
The Perils and Enemies of the Way." According to 
the reporter covering the event that evening a little 
over a hundred years ago, ''The intense earnestness 
of the address was the most noticeable and, perhaps, 
the most interesting feature. It was full of profitable 
advice to the profession and was equally applicable 
to young men of every profession. It was an 
excellent homily upon the duties and responsibilities 
of life, and we doubt not left a favorable and lasting 
impression on the minds of the audience." 

Perhaps the reporter's prediction, indeed, was 
accurate in the case of the young graduate, Justus 
Ohage. Perhaps, also, prophetic were his grades on 
the oral portion of the examination given by the 
Board of Medical Examiners. Ohage's 98.7 score 
was the highest of the graduating class (see right). In 

the written examinations before the members of the 
faculty, Ohage ranked second. 
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Board o/Medical Examinerlr report/or 1880 

After attending the 38th annual commencement 
of the University of Missouri on Thursday morning, 
June 3, 1880, Justus Ohage took his wife and young 
child and left almost immediately for Germany to 

lReprinted from Missouri Medicine, February 1972, pp. 86-91, by Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., M.D., with 
permission of Missouri State Medical Association. 
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pursue postgraduate medical studies at Gottingen 
and at the University of Kiel. Almost at once, he 
came under the influence of Professor von Esmarch 
and later, Von Virchow and Bernard Von 
Langenbeck of Berlin. It is interesting that Ohage 
records having seen the first spontaneous regression 
of a sarcoma of the jaw following an accidental 
infection of erysipelas. 

Before returning to the United States in the 
Spring of 1881, he had served an internship in the 
"Henriettenstift." He also had visited hospitals in 
London. In Edinburgh, he received instruction in 
abdominal surgery from Keyes. 

Thus, it is hardly a happenstance that Justus 
Ohage successfully perfonned the western 
hemisphere's first cholecystectomy five years later at 
the Saint Joseph's Hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
During his senior year at medical school, Justus 
Ohage served as a prodissector in anatomy, thus 
helping to pay his tuition and living expenses. 
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Although the University of Missouri gave him his 
fonnal medical education, much of his early 
background also prepared him for that September 
morning in 1886. For example, Doctor Ohage's 
father was a successful surgeon in Hannover, 
Gennany, at the time of his son's birth on October 
13, 1849. His father-in-law was graduated as a 
physician from Guy's Hospital in London. Even 
before going to medical school, Justus Ohage was 
studying and working with his father and Professor 
Werner Langenbeck during the years 1865 to 1870 
in the Hannover Clinic. Werner Langenbeck was a 
nephew of one of Gennany's greatest surgeons of the 
day, Bernard von Langenbeck. 
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Medical schools today often pridefully point to 
the varied and widespread experiences of their 
entering freshman medical students as if this were a 
sign of the times. What about Justus Ohage? Few 
medical students have had a more adventuresome, 
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colorful and exciting background. Ohage was a 
"drop out" at age 14 when he and two of his friends 
left their homes in Hannover after having had a 
dispute with their school teacher. As Dr. Justus 
Ohage, Jr., states, "Figuring the jig was up, the three 
piled onto the next ship leaving for the United States 
and landed in the midst of the Civil War." It is said 
that Justus Ohage was the youngest soldier in the 
Anny of the Potomac. While still only 15 years of 
age, he had already been wounded and was a patient 
in the Anny Hospital at City Point, Virginia It was 
there that Abraham Lincoln, having heard ofOhage's 
youth and remarkable bravery, came to his bedside 
and shook hands with him, saying, "My boy, I thank 
you for the help you gave us. I hope you will be well 
soon and with your father and mother. God bless 
you!" Lee had just surrendered at Appomattox. 
Ohage had fought with the Eighth Regiment of the 
New Jersey Volunteers. 

After the Civil War, he returned again to his 
home in Hannover and in the war of 1870, he served 
his country by acting as stretcher bearer in Europe. 
Two years later, he served as a common sailor and 
crossed the Atlantic several times. Later, he worked 
with the construction crew of the Topeka and 
Atchison Railroad and became acquainted with the 
famous Buffalo Bill Cody. During his off hours with 
the construction crew, he found great enjoyment and 
relaxation in hunting. His lifetime adventures as a 
woodsman, fishennan and hunter have been 
subsequently recorded by Doctor Ohage in his book, 
Sixty Years with Rod and Gun. 

This intense interest in the outdoors and in 
hunting and fishing ultimately was largely 
responsible for his going to the University of 
Missouri Medical School and becoming a physician. 
For it was while hunting in the Missouri river 
bottoms in St. Charles County that he became 
acquainted with a young medical student, Thomas 
Ensor. Not only did he marry Thomas Ensor's sister, 
August Jane, but her father, Dr. Sidney Rainford 
Ensor, a physician, was probably influential in 
directing him to the University of Missouri School 
of Medicine in Columbia Dr. Ensor, a native of 
London, England, came to America in 1834 and 
practiced medicine in Dog Prairie, Missouri. (This 
was near O'Fallon, Missouri) Justus Ohage was 
married on May 10, 1877, and shortly thereafter left 
for Columbia. 

Four years after his marriage, he arrived in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, on May 10, 1881, to begin the 
practice of medicine and a life of dedicated effort 

that was to span more than half a century. 
The first successful cholecystectomy in this 

country was performed on a 35-year-old married 
women, who had had subjective complaints sugges
tive of cholelithiasis for three years. On several 
occasions, she had been j aundiced but was not icteric 
when she was first seen by Doctor Ohage in his 
office on September 23, 1886. On his examination at 
that time, he felt a freely movable oblong mass in the 
right hypochondrium, the lower end reaching almost 
to the iliac fossa. The patient sought medical aid 
because of constant pain in the right upper portion of 
the abdomen. She was admitted that day to Saint 
Joseph's Hospital in Saint Paul. (Saint Joseph's 
Hospital, formerly the chapel of Saint Paul, was 
converted into an emergency hospital during the 
cholera plague of 1853. This was Minnesota's first 
hospital.) She was operated on the following morn
ing, September 24, 1886. Doctor Ohage was assisted 
by four physicians and a "house surgeon." 

The influence of Lister had permeated the surgi
cal profession to the extent that strict antiseptic 
precautions were taken. The patient's abdomen was 
opened with a vertical incision about six inches long 
on the outer border of the right rectus muscle. The 
gallbladder was found to be markedly distended and 
there was a large stone impacted in the cystic duct. 
The stone was milked back into the gallbladder. The 
common duct was examined and found to be free 
and unobstructed. The cystic duct was ligated with 
carbolized silk, and the stump was dusted with 
iodoform. The right upper quadrant was washed with 
a solution of 1 :2000 corrosive sublimate solution. 
No drainage of the gallbladder bed was attempted. 
The patient's postoperative course was generally 
satisfactory. When the dressing was first removed on 
the eighth postoperative day, the wound appeared 
well healed and the sutures were removed. One 
hundred and thirty-five stones were found within the 
gallbladder. 

Even though the first cholecystotomy was 
performed by John F. Bobbs in Indianapolis on June 
15, 1867, little was known about diseases of the 
gallbladder for some years. In fact, Ohage states in 
an early publication, "Is life compatible without the 
existence of the gallbladder or not? I think it is. I 
consider the gallbladder merely an organ 'par 
complaisance,' less so than the urinary bladder and 
rectum, more so than the rudiment, the processus 
vermiformis, without which man would be certainly 
better off than with it." 

In an address before the Ramsey County Medical 

55 



History of Medicine at O/'Mizzou 

Dr. Jus/us Olrage 
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Society of Saint Paul, Minnesota, in 1887, Doctor 
Ohage concludes with the prediction that ''The dis
eases of the gallbladder belong to the surgeon and 
only through him can speedy and pennanent relief 
be obtained. That the profession at large is unac
quainted with these facts is no wonder. The litera
ture on the subject is very scanty. With the exception 
of the few articles referred to above, little or nothing 
was said about it in the textbooks. The whole subject 
is so novel and the custom to treat these diseases by 
internal medication - no matter how fruitless - so 
incorporated in a large proportion of the profession, 
that I am afraid it will take some time yet before the 
importance and success of surgical treatment of 
these diseases are properly recognized. To aid 
toward that end is the object of this paper. If through 
it the impetus to renewed investigation and advances 
is given, by which life may be saved and suffering 
relieved, the author will be amply repaid for the 
work and labor he has bestowed upon the subject" 

Although his dramatic "first" in gallbladder 
surgery brought him considerable acclaim and 
honor, he was quickly recognized by his associates 
as a superb surgeon and became a leader in 
organized medicine in his native state of Minnesota. 
He served for nine years as clinical professor of 
surgery at the University of Minnesota and for 
several years was president of the State Board of 
Medical Examiners of that state as well as president 
of the Minnesota Medical Society in 1895. Because 
of the many obvious challenges in the field of public 
health at that time, he relinquished his surgical 
career in 1899 and became health commissioner of 
the city of Saint Paul. For 18 years, he worked to 
enact pure food laws, to establish an orderly birth 
and death certification system and to implement 
compulsory vaccinations and strictly enforced 
quarantine laws. These and other measures prompted 
the 1904 Saint Louis Exposition to award Doctor 
Ohage the grand prize and gold medal for making 
Saint Paul the "healthiest city in the world." 

While Missourians can be proud that this 
country's first cholecystectomy was perfonned by a 
graduate of one of its institutions, they also can point 
with pride to the origin of the second most 
significant advance in the treatment of gallbladder 
disease. This, of course, is in reference to the 
monumental work of Drs. Evarts A. Graham, Warren 
H. Cole & Glover H. Copher who, in cooperation 
with radiologist Sherwood Moore, introduced 
cholecystography in 1924. It was while this work 
was going on that Dr. Frank Glenn, as a junior 

medical student at Washington University in Saint 
Louis, watchedtetraiodophenolphthalein beinggiven 
intravenously for visualization of the gallbladder and 
was stimulated toward an interest in gallbladder 
disease which was to continue throughout his 
professional career. Today, the name of Frank Glenn 
and the field of biliary disease are synonymous. His 
biliary tract investigations are world-renowned. 

Also well-known pioneers in gallbladder surgery 
were the Mayo brothers, Charles and William 
(Rochester, Minn.). Their father, Dr. William 
Worrall Mayo, also a graduate of the University of 
Missouri (1854), was an admirerofOhage. It is said 
that Doctor Mayo often sent his two sons to Saint 
Paul to watch Ohage operate and that these visits 
encouraged the Mayo brothers to begin their surgical 
careers. 

It is of interest that there have been three father
and-son teams in Minnesota state medic8I history to 
have both served as presidents of the Minnesota 
State Medical Association. These three include Dr. 
W.J. and Charles H. Mayo, sons of Dr. W. W. Mayo, 
and Dr. Justus Ohage and son Dr. Justus Ohage, Jr. 
Dr. Justus Ohage, Jr., only six months of age when 
his father did the first cholecystectomy, has 
personally had an outstanding surgical career in 
Minnesota where he is respected and affectionately 
regarded by his colleagues and patients. 

Dr. Ohage died on December 26, 1935 in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, at age 85. Today a bronze plaque 
commemorating America's first cholecystectomy 
hangs in the lobby of Saint Joseph's Hospital in Saint 
Paul, Minn. In the st. Joseph's Hospital Museum are 
instruments used by Dr. Ohage. 

Acknowledgement: I wish to express 
appreciation to Doctor Ohage's son, Dr. Justus 
Ohage, Jr., who has generously aided in the 
preparation of this chapter. Mrs. Kathleen Gallow, 
communications supervisor of Saint Joseph's 
Hospital also has supplied helpful data. 

Today, it is 110 years since Justus Ohage 
perfonned his fmt successful cholecystectomy in the 
western hemisphere. The bronze plaque pictured on 
page 58 hung for many years outside the surgical 
offices on the third floor. 

Dr. Robert W. Geist, a urologist practicing in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, wrote me in 1989 that Dr. 
Ohage's daughter married his uncle Emil. One of 
their three children was Justus Geist who died in 
1988 at age 75. He writes, "It was interesting that the 
grandchildren of Dr. Ohage did not know very much 
about his very distinguished career and I am going to 
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send them a copy of your article." 

This commemorative plaqlle formerly ""llg 011 wall of slirgery floor. 
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Charles Claude Guthrie, M.D., Ph.D. 
1880-1963 

A Distinguished Medical Pioneer 

Charles Claude Guthrie was born near 
Wentzville, Missouri (in St. Charles County) on 
May 13,1880. His forbears came from Scotland 
in 1700. He was brought up in the Missouri 
River bottomland farm land settled by his 
ancestors. The versatility of his inquiring mind 
became apparent at an early age. (It is 
interesting that Justus Ohage and Claude 
Guthrie both lived in the same fertile Missouri 
River bottomland areas near St. Charles.) 

Charles Claude Guthrie, M.D.,Pfl.D. 

Guthrie's studies of insects brought 
publication of notes in Sciellce. He made his 
first gun himself and was an expert wing-shot. 
His early interest in farm problems manifested 
themselves later in published studies on the 
preservation of meats and many other 
foodstuffs, as well as pioneer studies on Texas 

fever in cattle. 
Woodlawn Institute, a boarding school in 

O'Fallon (a few miles west of St. Charles) 
granted the A.B. degree to Claude Guthrie in the 
year 1896. Later, his parents' established a 
second home in Columbia, Missouri, in order to 
facilitate their children's education. He received 
the M.D. degree from the University of Missouri 
in 1902. 

In 1912, Charles Claude Guthrie, Sr., 
published his major study Blood Vessel Surgery 
alld Its Application. It would be almost half a 
century before his significant contribution to the 
field of vascular surgery would be adequately 
recognized. In that same year, Alexis Carrel, 
who had worked with Guthrie in the latter's 
University of Chicago laboratory, received the 
Nobel Prize in Medicine for work that would 
not have been successful without Guthrie's 
contribution - as it was again to be evaluated 
some fifty years later. 

Guthrie's interest in blood vessel surgery 
dates back to his days as a medical student at the 
University of Missouri. In 1898-99, while 
studying physiology with Dr. John Waldo 
Connaway, he cut and resutured end to end 
arteries on the cadaver of a dog that had been 
used for experiments. While studying surgery 
with Dr. Andrew Walker McAlester, he accom
panied the surgeon on an accident call and was 
humanely concerned that the injured man had to 
lose his leg by amputation, because the circu
lation could not be restored by suturing blood 
vessels. 

Although there is no indication in his papers 
of any actual experimentation underway on 
blood vessels during his stay at Western Reserve 
University, he had undoubtedly planned to 
return to a subject of continued interest when he 
asked Dr. George Neil Stewart's pennission to 
estab-lish his own personal laboratory on the top 
floor of the new Hull Physiological Laboratory 
at the University of Chicago. It was there that he 
began to work on the transplantation of ovaries 
in chickens that would lead to much controvers
ial debate. It is also there that he and Carrel 
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Display of Dr. Gllthrie s instruments. aWfll'rh and research notes. 

continued to work on vascular anastomosis that 
each had begun independently before their first 
meeting. 

Many of the principles and techniques of all 
modem vascular grafting developed from the 
exhaustive investigation of Dr. Guthrie, acting 
on his own and in collaboration with Dr. Carrel. 
He and Carrel were able, for the first time, to 
perfect suturing techniques that insured a degree 
of success not previously thought possible. In a 
conjoint effort, these two young men were able, 
in only a short span of months (1905-06), to 
perfect their technique. They recognized the 
need to avoid dehydration of tissue; they 
improved vascular suture material; they 
employed vascular patch grafts and venous 
interpositioning. They successfully transplanted 
a variety of organs, including the thyroid and 
heart in laboratory animals. 

Complete amputation of the thigh with 
replantation was experimentally accomplished 
on the dog in August 1905, and subsequently 
reported in the February 1906 issue of The 
America" Journal of Medical Science. Years 
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were to elapse before our own 1. Vernon Luck 
performed the world's first successful human 
replantation of a limb, soon to be followed by 
Malt's successful replantation of a limb at 
Harvard. 

Guthrie was the first to successfully 
transplant dog kidneys and document 
subsequent renal function. Later (1908), 
independently, Guthrie did his now-famous 
''two-headed dog" experiments. This was almost 
fifty years before the famous two-headed dog 
experiments done by the Russians. 

It was while he was at the University of 
Missouri in medical school that Guthrie began 
work on Texas fever with Dr. Connaway. (There 
is a Connaway Hall on the veterinary medicine 
campus in Columbia.) After a year of graduate 
work at Western Reserve University, he became 
a demonstrator in physiology under Dr. Stewart 
at that school. From there, in 1903, he went with 
Stewart to the University of Chicago as an 
instructor in physiology. He was awarded the 
Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago in 
1907. 
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While Dr. Guthrie was doing research at the 
University of Chicago on blood vessel surgery 
and replantation of the limb, Dr. Alexis Carrel, 
who had recently arrived in this country from 
France via Canada, came to the laboratories of 
Stewart and Guthrie, looking for a place to 
work. It was decided that he would work with 
Guthrie, and in a brief 15-month period in 1905 
and 1906, some 29 articles were published by 
the two men on work done conjointly. These 
a~icles detail how these two young men 
VIrtually laid the foundations of modem 
v.ascular surgery and transplantation, 
SImultaneously establishing the basis for which 
Carrel was awarded the first "American" Nobel 
Prize in Medicine and Physiology in 1912. 
(Carrel still retained his French citizenship.) 

The Guthrie Home in Columbia 

Shortly after, in 1906, Guthrie accepted the 
prestigious chair of physiology and 
pharmacology at Washington University in St. 
Louis, and Carrel went to the Rockefeller 
Institute on a research scholarship. 

. At Washington, Guthrie published a series of 
artIcles (with Stewart and Pike) on cardiac 
resuscitation. This represented research they had 
begun several years earlier at Western Reserve 
University and the University of Chicago. Those 
studies detailed the effect of resuscitation on the 
central nervous system, glands and muscles. 

Guthrie's pioneer contributions to cardiac 

resuscitation primarily had their origin in a 
tragic happening on September 26, 1902, in 
Columbia, Missouri. Guthrie's brother, Robert, 
was employed by the telephone company and 
was repairing a line on a pole at the comer of 
Paquin and Waugh Streets near the center of 
town. It was just at 6 p.m. when the city lights 
were turned on, that an unfortunate set of 
circumstances occurred which fatally shocked 
young Guthrie. The impact of this devastating 
experience on his brother, Claude, is evidenced 
by a lifelong interest in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and techniques and the 
pathophysiology of ventricular fibrillation. 

For almost half a century, Guthrie made 
valuable contributions in the field of 
resuscitation. His sternal compression 
techniques and the developing and testing of a 
machine that he and Professor J. L. Kessler 
developed were forerunners o'r similar 
techniques sixty years later. 

They tied a cannula in the pericardium and 
connected with a syringe filled with water or 
olive oil. They attempted to compress the heart 
by rhythmical pressure on the syringe. Almost 
30 years later, Bencini in Italy reported on a 
method of pneumomassage, with a catheter 
inserted into the pericardial sac. Later, the 
Anstadt Cup was developed. 

Guthrie was probably the first to use adrena
lin and suprarenal extracts in resuscitation. 

As an adjunct to resuscitation, Guthrie 
bandaged the limbs and the abdomen in animals 
to allow initial increase in the return of blood to 
the heart, somewhat of a forerunner to the use of 
the MAST suit. 

In 1909, Dr. Guthrie accepted a professor
ship and chairman of the department of physi
ology and pharmacology at the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he continued to be actively 
productive for forty years. His manuscripts and 
laboratory notes from this period established 
Guthrie as a most careful, thorough, and pains
taking man of science who recorded notably 
meticulous observations on experimental 
procedures. 

Dr. Guthrie had a particular passion in life 
for the instruction of medical students. He was 
especially eager to instill a quantitative view
point of biology, and this was his goal as he 
designed experiments and engineered and pro
duced physiological equipment far better than 

61 



History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

any that was then on the market. 

Dr. Guthrie and his sister, Fannie, a year before his 
death 

("h.lrle, ct. u Guthrte, \ 1.0. Ph 0 
(1881 196/1 

jointly sponsored by tho Offico of 
Continuing Medic~1 Education at 

hool of ;"1edicine 

TWENTIETH 
ANNUAL MEETING 

September 27-28, 1996 
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel 

St. louis, Mis ouri 

PRELIMIARY PROGRAM/ 
MEET I G A OU CEMENT 

He was a pioneer in the current concept of a 
medical center. As early as 1928, he laid down 
a basic plan for a new physical plant at Pitts
burgh that would facilitate integration of the 
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clinical services with the basic sciences. Many 
features of Dr. Guthrie's original plan still serve 
usefully and well in the present-day medical 
center at the University of Pittsburgh, a plan 
Guthrie had envisioned for centralizing medical 
instruction for other new institutions as well. 

In 1904, Charles Claude Guthrie and Maude 
Glidden Walker were married. She predeceased 
him in 1952. One son, Charles Claude Guthrie, 
Jr., was born April 16, 1907, and distinguished 
himself a member of the staff of the New York 
Times and retired after a stint as advertising 
manager for that paper. 

Fannie V. GUlhrie, ca. 1910 
State Historical Society of Missouri photo 

The American Association of Plastic Sur
geons recognized Dr. Guthrie for his contri
butions in 1960 with their first medal. Guthrie 
was unable to attend the ceremony, but it was 
accepted by his son Charles. 

Guthrie was the second Missourian selected 
for the Missouri Medical Hall of Fame after Dr. 
Evarts A. Graham. The third member, also a 
graduate ofthe University of Missouri School of 
Medicine, was John Thomsen Hodgen. He 
graduated from the medical department of the 
University of the State of Missouri in St. Louis 
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in 1848. 
In 1962, Dr. Guthrie was awarded the 

honorary degree Doctor of Science by his alma 
mater, the University of Missouri. He had 
retired and moved to Columbia in 1950, where 
he lived with his sister and long-time laboratory 
assistant and collaborator, Fannie Virginia 
Guthrie, in their family's Columbia home .... He 
died in the University of Missouri Hospital on 
June 16, 1963. He was 83 years old. 

Dr. Guthrie and his family are buried in the 
Columbia Cemetery. 

On the one hundredth anniversary of Dr. 
Guthrie's birth, 1980, the Midwestern Vascular 
Surgical Society adopted a sketch of Dr. 
Guthrie's likeness as the logo of its society. I 
was asked to supply pictures and a biography 
for the society. The Midwestern Vascular 
Surgical Society was founded in 1976. The 
twentieth annual meeting was held in St. Louis, 
Missouri, in 1996 and, as has been the custom, 
the Charles C. Guthrie award winning lecture 
was presented. 

Several years ago, the University of 
Missouri granted me a six-months sabbatical 
leave to do work on the Guthrie-Carrel papers 
and their conjoint efforts. A manuscript has 
been prepared for a forthcoming book publi
cation. 

'. 

The 2-headed dog experiments - performed in St. 
Louis at Wasllin~ton University by Dr. Guthrie as 
professor of physIology (ca. 1907 or 1908) 
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Parker Memorial Hospital 

One of First 
University Teaching Hospitals in the 

United States 

The construction of a university hospital was made 
possible by William L. Parker, a Columbia citizen 
who had become wealthy in varied careers that 
included gold mining in California, freighting goods 
to western mining camps, and farming in Boone 
County. He gave the university $15,000 in 1899 for 
the building of a hospital on the condition that the 
university raise another $10,000 for the hospital, 
within one year. He also stipulated that the hospital 
would receive charity patients free of charge, and 
that these patients would make up at least five 
percent of the total number of patients admitted. 

The 40th General Assembly of the Missouri 
legislature subsequently appropriated the additional 
money, and local women's and church organizations 
raised $2,000 for hospital furnishings. In addition, 
Adolphus Busch of St. Louis gave the medical 
school $5,000 in 1900 for a surgical amphitheater 
and $3,000 for completion of the interior of the 
hospital, which was designed for the treatment of 
accidents, acute diseases, and chronic curable 
diseases. It, in fact, did not admit patients with 
incurable or contagious diseases. 

Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Opens in 1889 

When Johns Hopkins Hospital opened in 1899, 
just before Parker Hospital, the medical school 
began with a young faculty, all in their 30s when 
appointed. They included William H. Welch, Wil
liam Osler, William S. Halsted, and Howard A. 
Kelly. 

The first medical school class arrived at Johns 
Hopkins in 1893. When Johns Hopkins died in 1873, 
he left $3.5 million to found a university and another 
$3.5 million to establish a hospital. It was his hope 
that the hospital would eventually fonn a part of the 
medical school of that university. 

From the beginning, Hopkins stipulated that 
applicants have a bachelor's degree or its equivalent 
and that courses should cover four years. The first 

class of students to enter Hopkins in October 1893 
numbered eigh~n, including three women. 

William Lewis Parker 
His gift made it possible for the University of Missouri 
School of MediCine to have a teachi'lK hospital. 

Photo courtesy of 
State Historical Society of Missouri 

Dedication Ceremonies 

The cornerstone for the Parker Memorial 
Hospital was laid on December 19, 1899, as a new 
addition to the medical school. Doctor Victor C. 
Vaughn, dean of the medical department of the 
University of Michigan, spoke at the cornerstone 
laying ceremonies to a large crowd of persons from 
various parts of the state. Lead by the university 
band, mernbers of the Masonic Lodge of Missouri, 
marched down Sixth Street, accompanied by visiting 
delegates. A copper box was placed in the corner
stone which contained records, copies of Columbia 
papers, catalogue m:'d bulle~n~ of the university and 
the history of the gIft by WIlham L. Parker. 
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Dr. Victor C. Vaughn was a renowned medical educator 
an~ world-famous pioneer in chemistlY, bacteriology and 
toxIcology. Dr . . Vaughn was a guest speaker at the 
cornerstone laymg ceremony for the Parker Memorial 
Hospital on December J 9, J 899. 

Who was Victor C. Vaughn? 

Other than knowing that Victor C. Vaughn was 
dean of the school of medicine at the University of 
Michigan, 1 often wondered more about why he was 
invited to be the main speaker at the cornerstone 
laying of Parker Hospital. It is an interesting story. 
It turns out that Victor C. Vaughn was born at Mt. 
Airy, Missouri, on October 27, 1851. Mt. Airy was 
on the old Plank Road between Huntsville and 
Glasgow. Twice daily the stagecoach stopped for 
fresh horses at Mt. Airy. 

Dr. Victor C. Vaughn wa<; one of the University 
of Michigan's most distinguished alumni. He was a 
world-famous pioneer in chemistry, bacteriology, 
and toxicology. For thirty years, he was dean of the 
medical school at the University of Michigan. He 
helped spearhead the modern system of university-
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based medical education and scientific research. Dr. 
Vaughn was the sixty-sixth president of the 
American Medical Association, taking office in 
1914. In Morris Fishbein's History o/the American 
Medical Association, Victor Vaughn's biography 
states, "The life story of Dr. Victor C. Vaughn as a 
physician, administrator, teacher, scientist, 
epidemiologist and patriot, impressed his personality 
into so many fields of medicine, it thus made him a 
unique figure in American science and medicine." 

As early as 1875, Dr. Vaughn became associated 
with the medical school at the University of 
Michigan as an instructor in medical chemistry. He 
was the first to hold a chair in physiological 
chemistry in a medical school in this country and to 
give chemical instruction from this point of view. He 
was a pioneer in public health. In 1888, he studied at 
Koch's Laboratory in Berlin and visited the 
laboratories of Pasteur and Roux in Paris. 

As dean, Vaughn had a remarkable ability to 
recruit outstanding leaders in the various fields of 
medicine, helping to make Michigan one of the best 
known medical schools in America. He was active in 
the Spanish-American War and the First World War 
when he was assigned to duty as head of the com
municable disease section in the Surgeon General's 
office. 

He was a member of the House of Delegates of 
the AMA from 1902 to 1906 and in 1904 he was 
chairman of the reference committee on medical 
education, which recommended the formation of the 
Council on Medical Education and of which he was 
a member from 1904 to 1913. Many honors came to 
Dr. Vaughn, including a number of honorary 
degrees. Central College, in Fayette, Missouri, 
awarded him an honorary degree in 1910 and the 
University of Missouri in 1923. He died on Novem
ber 21, 1929. 

In Vaughn's autobiography, A Doctor's 
Memories, the only mention of the cornerstone 
laying at Parker Hospital included this reference: 
"My chum at Central College was a handsome, 
winning, big-hearted boy, but too fond of pouring 
libations to Bacchus. However, his potations never 
interfered with his Latin lessons. The deeper he 
drank, the more sonorously stately lines ofVirgiJ fell 
from his lips. Some forty years or more later, the 
cornerstone of the Parker Memorial Hospital at 
University of Missouri was laid. This had been done 
accompanied by impressive ceremonies of the state 
Masonic Lodge, when the line of marchers formed to 
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Drs. John. DavId, Victor and Warren VaualWl 
with Elizabeth Vaughan !'otter. M.D. 

Five physician grandchildren of Victor C. Vaughn immor
talize the site of Victor C. Vaughn s childhood home on 
the Old Plank Road near Mt. Airy in Randolph County, 
Missouri. Dr. Vaughn was born October 27,1851. He was 
dean of the University of Michi~an Medical School for 
tMrtv years. He became president of the American 
Medical Association in 1913. 

proceed to the chapel where I was to deliver the 
dedication oration. The cadets had drawn up on each 
side of the walk and the procession, headed by the 
Governor and other state officials, Jesse and I 
leading the facilities, was in motion. I felt a hand on 
my shoulder and voice in my ear. 'Tempora mutan
tur; nos mutanur' was the message. Recognizing my 
old chum, I asked President Jesse to walk ahead and 
I escorted the dear old boy to a front seat in the 
chapel." On September 15, 1995, the Randolph 
County Historical Society and the Huntsville His
torical Society dedicated a granite memorial marker 
to Dr. Victor C. Vaughn, one of Randolph County's 
most famous sons. (Just across the county boundary 
in Monroe County, in the village of Florida where 
Mark Twain was born.) 

It is fascinating to note that Henry Pritchett, head 
of the Carnegie Foundation, and Victor Vaughn 
were born but a few miles from each other in Mis
souri, not far from Fayette. Both were to make 
enormous contributions to the shaping of American 
medical education. 

Hospital Opens 

The hospital was opened on October 20, 1901. 

The fIrst patient admitted was Walter S. 
Bardwell who was suffering from typhoid fever. 

On November 22, 1902, the Columbia 
Tribune reported, "Columbia has one of the 
most completely equipped and admirably 
managed hospitals to be found anywhere in the 
state and this fact is becoming rapidly recog
nized, considering the number of patients who 
come to it for treatment. That institution is 
Parker Hospital and has been opened less than . 
a year. Its erection was made possible by the 
benevolence by one of Columbia's oldest and 
most valued of citizens, Mr. William ' L. 
Parker." 

Partly because of its restrictive admissions 
policy, the opening of Parker Memorial 
Hospita~ expected to remedy the lack of clinical 
experience for medical students, was a big 

disappointment. The hospital was seldom even half 
full, and frequently it had only a few patients. As a 
result, upperclass medical students received little 
clinical experience there, a situation which was the 
subject of a letter sent in January, 1904, by univer
sity President Jesse to Dean McAlester. In the letter, 
Jesse said that he had been informed that the junior 
class was taken into the hospital wards only twice 
during the school year, and he asked McAlester 
whether this was an adequate amount of experience 
for medical students. 

Unviersity Medical College 
of Kansas City 

Makes An OtTer 

Because the medical school obviously still 
lacked adequate clinical experience, medical groups 
in Kansas City and st. Louis tried to talk the univer
sity into removing the clinical years from Columbia. 
In July 1905, for instance, the University Medical 
College of Kansas City proposed merging with the 
University of Missouri Medical School. Under this 
proposal, medical students would spend two years 
studying in Columbia before going to Kansas City 
for two years of clinical work. The school would not 
allow Missouri to have a free hand to select the 
faculty. The proposal was not acceptable to the 
curators, however, and they rejected the plan. 
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Parker Memorial Hospital opened its doors on October 20, 1901, and was one of the earliest of the university teaching 
hospitals. Fifty-five years later, the medical offices and patients were moved to the "new" University Hospital. 

Photo courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri 

Parker Hospital and McAlester Hall as they appeared during the Winter of 1906 
Photo courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri 
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Parker Hospital 
Admission Policies Changed 

On July 3, 1909, it was announced that 
Parker Memorial Hospital, which had been 
conducted as a clinical hospital in connec
tion with the school of medicine, would be 
conducted as a private hospital and would 
also be used as a student infinnary. It was 
further announced that the hospital would 
be opened to the citizens of Columbia and 
vicinity and the entire state. The regular 
hospital staff had been abolished and all 
doctors in the community would be on the 
same basis regarding admission of hospital 
patients. It was stated that each patient 
would choose his own physician. Doctor 
Guy Noyes continued as superintendent of 
the hospital. 

In December, 1910, an elevator was 
installed to facilitate the moving of 
patients from one floor to another. 

The Busch surgical amphitheater in Parker Hospital 

• • 
For over half a century, the hospital 

continued its mission. The final day 
came on September 16, 1956, when the 
offices and patients in Parker and Noyes 
Hospital were moved to the new medical 
center on Stadium Boulevard. For almost 
two decades, it had been the only 
hospital in Columbia. Many still have 
vivid memories of the active days of 
Parker Hospital. I remember being a 
patient in the ward on the third floor, 
hospitalized with influenza, at the time of 
the Russo-Finnish War in the early 
1940s. Robert Madison, about whom we 
refer elsewhere, was an orderly on my 
ward at the time. Like other members of 

A patient ward at POI*er Hospital in the early 1900s 

the department, I operated in the Busch Surgical 
Amphitheater for almost three years. During that 
time, my office was on the northwest corner of the 
building. 

In the early days of the hospital, nurses in 
training stayed on the top floor. This was also the 
home for many of our fonner medical students who 
worked their way through the school, including Dr. 
Herbert L. McDonald, who later became an 
outstanding cardiothoracic surgeon. 

William L. Parker's dream for Missouri to have 
one of the early medical school teaching hospitals 
had been realized and served Missourians well. 
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Parker Hospital as it appeared 50 years later (my 
blue Chevrolet convertible is parked in front) 



Dean Clarence M. Jackson 
1909 -1913 

Clarence M3.1iin Jackson became dean 
following Dr. McAlester's resignation in 1909. 
He had been "Junior Dean of Medicine" from 
1906 to 1909. 

A 1910 photograph of Dean rln'rpnrl' 
Jackson 

Courtesy State Historical Society of MO 

Clarence Martin Jackson was born in What 
Cheer, Iowa, April 12, 1875. He received ~.is 
B.S. in medicine at the University of Missow"l In 

1898, his M.S. in 1899, and his M.D. degree at 
the University of Missow'i School of Medicine 
in 1900. Shortly thereafter, he joined the faculty 
and was soon made professor of anatomy and 
head of that depru.iment at the University of 
Missouri. His tenure at the university was rather 
short, however, as he accepted the appointment 
as head of the depru.iment of anatomy at the 
University of Minnesota in 1913 and maintaine.d 
that position until his retirement i~ 1 ~41. . ~IS 
retirement was brought about by hIS dIsabIlIty 

from Parkinson's disease. Six years later, he 
died on January 17, 1947. He was seventy-one 
years of age. 

Dean Jackson moved to University of Minnesota as head 
of the department of anatomy in 1913. a position he held 
until his retirement in 1941. In 1923-24. he was chairman 
of the medical division of the National Research Council. 
Be had a distinguished career in research and teaching. 
He was 71 years old at the time of his death in 1947. 

His alma mater, the University of Missouri, 
awarded him an honorary L.L.D. degree in recogni
tion of his distinguished service to education in 
1923. 

Jackson was long recognized as a leader in 
medical research. He is credited with being largely 
responsible for transforming the University of 
Minnesota Medical School from an ordinary medical 
college to a brilliant teaching and research school. 
Much of his research was centered on the effect of 
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Dean Jackson sllortly after lie became the dean 
Photo Courtesy o( State Hl8torlcal Society of Missouri 
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In tile 1911 Savitar. til is lists tile IIead of 
departments serving under Dean Jackson and 
includes Dr. Noyes as tile superintendent of tile 
Parker Memorial Hospital. 
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Tllree years later, Dean Jackson is pictw'ed in the 
1913 Savitar witll a listing of tile faculty in tile 
&11001 of Medicine. 
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A 191 I Savitar print of Dean Jackson at his rolltop desk in McAlester Hall. He became dean at age 35. His B.S., 
M.S. and M.D. degrees were allfrom the University of Missouri. as well as an honorary Ll.D. degree in 1923. 

nutrition upon growth and he published several well
known books, including The Measurement of Man. 
He was the editor of the 9th edition of Morris' 
Human Anatomy. He was president of the American 
Association of Anatomists in 1922-24. An annual 
"Jackson Lecture" was established in his honor atthe 
University of Minnesota. 

Courtesy State Historical Society of Missouri 
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A 1912 Photo of 
Dean Clarence Martin Jackson 

Photo courtesy of State Historical Society of Mo. 
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Guy L. Noyes came to 
the University of 
Missouri in July of 
1902 from Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. His first 
appointment was as 
chairman of ophthal
mology in the medical 
department of the uni
versity. He was thirty
three years old and 
unmarried at the time 
of his arrival In 

Columbia. Dr. Guy 
Lincoln Noyes was 
born August 6, 1872, 
in Boston. He received 
his M.D. from the Uni
versity of Vermont in 
1894 and another M.D. 
from the University of 
Michigan in 1901 . He 
took his graduate work 
at the Harvard Medical 
School. Before coming 
to the University of 
Missouri, he was an 
instructor of ophth-
almic and aural surgery 
at the University of 
Michigan. He was 
made superintendent of 
the Parker Memorial 
Hospital in 1908, and 
was appointed acting 
dean in June 1914 and 
dean in July 1917. 

At that time the 
Parker Hospital was 
owned and operated by 
the university, pri
marily for the benefit 
of university students 
but was also open for 
the sick of Missouri for 
the treatment of acute 
and some chronic 

Dean Guy L. Noyes 
Efforts for Four-year School in Early 1920s 

Officers of Instruction 

Guy L. Noyes, M.D. 
Superintendentofthe Parker MemorialHospital, and Acting Dean of the Faculty 

Davis Hough Dulley, A.B., A.M., M.D. 
Professorof Pathoiogyand Bacteriology 

Charles Wilson Greene, A.B., A.M., Ph.D. 
Professorof Physiology and Pharmacology 

George Lefevre,A.B., Ph.D. 
ProfessorofZoology 

Woodson Moss, M.D., LL.D. 
Professorof Principles of Medicine 

FranklinParadiseJohnson,A.B.I, A.M., Ph.D. 
AssociateProfessorof Anatomy 

Oliver Wendell Hohnes Mitchell, M.D. 
AssociateProfessorof Pathology and Bacteriology 

AddisonGulick,A.B., A.M., Ph.D. 
AssistantProfessorofPhysiology 

Thomas Johannes Heldt, A.B., A.M. 
Instructor in AnatolllY 

Webster Newton Jones, A.B., A.M. 
Instructor in Organic Chemistry 

diseases. Those who suffered from chronic, 
incurable or dangerous communicable diseases were 

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Missouri 

not admitted to the hospital. 
In 1911, the cost of a single room at Parker 
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in the matter of provision of 
medical service in rural 
communities within your 
lifetime." 

The Columbia Daily 
Tribune reported August 2, 
1921, "The establishment of 
four-year medical course by the 
University of Missouri curators 
is a move that is meeting with 
general approval of alumni and 
friends of the institution. It has 
been fifteen years since the 
four-year course in medicine 
was discontinued on account of 
shortage of clinical facilities, 
however, the building of a 
$250,000 hospital to be 

Noyes Hospital with Parker Hospital on the left supervised by the medical staff 

Hospital was $15 a week. A ward bed was $10 per of the university, should offer all the clinics 
week. The picture on the previous page shows Dr. necessary." 
Noyes as acting dean, along with a listing of the In 1923,DeanNoyeswroteinthatyear'sSavitar, 
faculty members of the medical school at that time. "This school has always stood for the higher stand

The First Attempt To 
Re-establish The 

Four-Year Curriculum 

Although the University had apparently made a logi
cal decision in cutting back the program, the medical 
school struggled over almost the next half century to 
re-establish a four-year curriculum. The first attempt 
came in 1921, when the curators asked the General 
Assembly for $250,000 to construct a new hospital 
for the medical school. The legislature appropriated 
the money, but with the stipulation that the curators 
re-establish a four-year medical program. The 
curators, in June 1921, consequently announced the 
restoration of the four-year curriculum, but also 
passed a resolution suspending the third and fourth 
years until additional clinical training could be 
arranged. 

By 1921, the dean of the medical school, Dr. 
Guy L. Noyes, was convinced that a four-year 
medical school was needed to help alleviate a doctor 
shortage in Missouri's rural areas. He pointed out, 
for example, that the average age of the doctors in 
Boone County was 57. Consequently, Noyes wrote 
to state senator Frank Harris: "What we need in 
Missouri now is a first class medical education 
placed within the reach of Missouri boys .... Unless 
we begin now, our state will be terribly handicapped 
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ards of medical education, and it was a pioneer in 
introducing and deceloping the laboratory method. 
The School of Medicine at this institution was also 
one of the first schools to place the fundamental 
medical sciences of anatomy, chemistry, micro
scopy, pathology, physiology, histology, and bac
teriology in charge of specialists, who are not 
allowed to practice medicine, but who are required 
to devote their time exclusively to teaching and 
investigation." 

Dean Noyes died on February 4, 1930. He had 
been in failing health and had been compelled to 
take a leave of absence shortly before this. He was 
sixty years old. He was at the university twenty-eight 
years. 

M. P. Ravenel, M.D. 

Mazyck Pocher Ravenel was a well-known 
figure on the University campus for over thirty 
years. It was said that Dr. Ravenel was a "strong and 
colorful personality, and his florid complexion and 
white hair made him easily recognized on the 
campus. Always outspoken in his opinions on 
matters of health, he never left any doubt as to his 
convictions. He abhorrence of tobacco was blunt 
terms." He was well-known to the medical students 
but also to the rest of the University campus. For 
example, he gave the "For Men Only" talks to the 
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Departmental chailmen in 1922 - Dr. Greene was 
instrumental in the initial organization oJthe Medical 
School Foundation, Inc. 

incoming freshmen and he also talked, of course, of 
preventive medicine lecturing to large classes in 
Waters Auditorium. He had strong convictions, 
particularly in regard to his abhorrence of alcohol. 

In October 1958, the medical library was 
presented a collection of 400 volumes and many 
miscellaneous papers by the estate of Dr. and Mrs. 
Ravenel. Dr. Mazyck Porcher Ravenel was professor 
of preventive medicine and medical bacteriology at 
the university from 1914 to 1931, when he retired. 
He came out of his retirement in 1942, however, and 
continued teaching until shortly before his death in 
January 1946. 

Dr. M P. Ravenel served on the School Jaculty Fom 1914 
to 1931, when he retired. He was proJessor oj preventive 
medicine and medical bacteriology. During the waryears, 
he came out oJretirement in 1942 and continued teaching 
until shortly before his death in Janumy 1946. The 
portrait oj Dr. kavenel was presented to the School of 
Medicine in 1940byhisJormerstudents. Theportrait was 
painted by Alfred Adams Sloan. At one time, Dr. Ravenel 
studied at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. 
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Courtesy State Historical SocIety of Missouri 

A Mary Pax phok> 
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Tender Loving Care (/961) 
A Mary Pax Photo 
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Dean Edgar Allen and 
- A New Attempt Toward a 
Four-Year Program in 1930 

a-of 1930 (Fwo-year school): Front row. left to rigllt. Z. Miles Nason. Ray B. Jordan. Francis E. Bedinger. William A. Jeffers. James A. Jarvis. 
Vi/'gil E. Jeans. George W. Killelberger. Ralph W. Simonton. Middle row: Elmer F. Egleston. Donald 1. Wilson. Ralph E. Weddington. John J. Milroy. 
Vic/or A. £ookanoiJ. £Once T. Monroe. Alollza L. Jenks. William Paul Maddux. John W. Kennedy. Charles L. Netherland. Jerome 1. Bredal/. Back 
/'Ow: Pinckney Harral. Rudolph J. Depner. Sydney Bressler. James A. Atkins. (Photo from school of medicille Jiles.) 

Four-Year Curriculum Begins 
Again - Only For A Short While 

The next attempt to reestablish the four-year cur
riculum for the medical school was in 1930. Then, a 
commission appointed by the governor to examine 
state institutions concluded: 

The service of the school of medicine to the 
state is at present very greatly limited by 
virtue of its situation as a two-year 
institution. There is ample comprehensive 
data to show that the state of Missouri 
·should provide a four-year medical cur
riculum at the University of Missouri. 

The commission's report also pointed out the 
necessity of building another hospital in Columbia to 
give students more clinical experience. Improved 
transportation justified building a state hospital in 
Columbia, according to the report. In addition, a 
hospital in Columbia would help to alleviate the 
growing shortage of hospitals in rural Missouri. 

Acting on the commission's recommendations, 
the board of curators in 1930 announced the res
toration of the clinical years for the 1931-32 school 
year. The restoration included plans to use Boone 
County Hospital, the state penitentiary in Jefferson 
City and the state hospital for the mentally ill at 
Fulton as sources of patients. In addition, Parker and 
Noyes hospitals would open free clinics to provide 
additional clinical experience for medical students. 
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Dean Allen & Faculty Give 
Report to President 

On September 20, 1930, Dean Edgar Allen sent 
to the president the plan approved by the medical 
faculty which stated: 

1) That, beginning in September 1930, a free 
clinic be established at the university hospitals in all 
departments necessary forteaching clinical medicine 
and surgery. 

2) That affiliation be undertaken with Boone 
County Hospital so that it might also be used as a 
teaching unit. 

3) In September 1931, a portion of the present 
sophomore class, not to exceed such number as the 
clinical facilities would accommodate, be admitted 
to a three-year curriculum in the medical school. 
That in the Fall of 1932, a senior curriculum be 
inaugurated. Additional facility appointments would 
be made as required. Beginning in 1933, the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine be granted to those students 
satisfactorily completing the present curriculum. 
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The preamble to the plan stated the following: 

For the following reasons, it seems 
desirable to attempt to reestablish the clinical 
years of medicine at the University of Mis-
souri. .. 

I. Missouri residents seeking a medical 
education should be offered the same 
facilities at the state university for their 
vocational training as are now offered at 
those entering the profession of education, 
engineering, law, mining, journalism or 
business and public administration. 

II. There is an increasing difficulty 
placing our sophomore students in four-year 
schools for the completion of their medical 
education. (Washington University, which 
this year accepted seven of our men, has 
raised entrance requirements to four years of 
pre-medical. ) 

Ill. A large percentage of our students do 
not locate in Missouri to practice medicine 
because they must finish their courses in 
schools in other states and often are induced 
to stay in states other than Missouri. 

IV. The school of medicine is well 
situated to train practitioners of medicine at 
a low cost to the students, who in all 
likelihood will remain in the state to practice 
medicine. 

V. The state medical society has repeat
edly passed resolutions to the effect that it is 
desirable that the clinical years be es
tablished at the state university. 

VI. the state legislature, in appropriating 
$250,000 for the present Noyes Hospital, did 
so contingent upon its use as the first unit of 
a teaching hospital. 

On October 4, 1930, the board of curators 
received the plan. In addition, it was suggested that 
the legislature be asked in 1931 for the following: 

A) A one-hundred bed addition to the hospital. 
B) A second laboratory building, and, 
C) Additional equipment necessary to provide 

for normal growth of this project. 

This proposal was signed by Dudley S. Conley, 
Dan G. Stine, M. Pinson Neal, G. Kenneth Coonse, 
Claude R. Bruner, Louise Hilligass and Edgar Allen, 
chairman. 

In 1931, Dean Allen wrote in the Savitar about 
his hopes for a four-year school. "From its location 
on the campus, the school of medicine is in fact an 
integral part of the University. From many points of 
view, this offers advantages compared with schools 
which do not enjoy such intimate university relation
ships. Upon the university hospitals, which are a part 
of the school of medicine, the function of safeguar
ding the health of the university community rests. 

"During the past twenty-two years, the school of 
medicine has maintained only the first two years of 
the medical course, which consists of the pre-clinical 
curriculum; anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, 
pathology and bacteriology. Students completing 
these courses receive the degree Bachelor of Science 
in Medicine and may enter four-year schools in all 
parts of the country. In the Fall of 1930, however, 
the president recommended that the board of 
curators authorize re-establishment of the clinical 
years of the medical curriculum at the university. A 
part of the present sophomore class is registered in 
the third-year work in September 1931, and in 
fourth-year work in September 1932. The degree of 
Doctor of Medicine will be conferred at the 1933 
commencement upon students satisfactorily 
completing this work. 

''Therefore, the present year finds the school of 
medicine on the verge of expansion, which will 
place medical education in the state of Missouri on 
an equal footing with an education in law, jour-
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nalism, engineering and other professions already 
supported by the university. 

"The university hospital furnishes a maximum 
capacity of 100 beds and contains provisions for 
university health service, a free clinic and a state 
crippled children's service." 

The Journal of tire Missouri State Medical 
Association reported in November of that year that 
President Walter Williams, of the University of 
Missouri, announced that the board of curators on 
October 4 authorized the re-establishment of the 
clinical years of medicine for the 1931-32 school 
year. This recommendation had also been the recom
mendation of the Missouri State Medical As
sociation. 

Move to Kansas City 
Attempted Again 

Hearing that the university was restoring the 
clinical years, the city council of Kansas City, at the 
suggestion of the Jackson County Medical Society, 
started work on a proposal to lure the university into 
putting the clinical years in Kansas City instead of in 
Columbia. (The 1925 city charter of Kansas City 
specifically authorized the council to enter a long
term agreement with the university for use of the 
city's General Hospital.) 

On July 2, 1931, the St. Louis Medical Society 
passed a resolution that Resolved that: 

... the St. Louis County Medical Society 
endorses and approved the offer of the Kan
sas City Medical Society and of the Kansas 
City General Hospital, and urges the curators 
of the University of Missouri to enter into a 
favorable and proper contract with them and 
establish the last two years of the medical 
school of the University of Missouri at 
Kansas City. 

Curators Respond 

At their June meeting that year, the president of 
the university reported on having met with the group 
representing the interests of Kansas City. The board 
deliberated and after due consideration of the 
problem and upon a motion of Curator Speer, 
seconded by Curator Arnold, the following 
resolution was adopted and the president and faculty 
of the school of medicine were directed to proceed 
accordingly: I) We appreciate the generous offer 

made by Kansas City to place at the service of the 
school of medicine of the University of Missouri 
Hospital clinical facilities in Kansas City and would 
be pleased to make use of such facilities as may be 
desirable and necessary within financial and other 
limitations ofthe university. 2) It seems to us wise, 
however, in view of the financial and other con
ditions and commitments, to continue the plans 
already authQrized by the board of curators for the 
next two years and now being developed for main
taining the entire four-year course in medicine at the 
university, at Columbia. 

Depression Curtails Expansion 

Six students received the third year of instruction 
in the 1931-32 school year. But, when the depression 
prompted a severe curtailment in university funding, 
University President Walter Williams decided to 
drop restoring the clinical years in an effort to save 
money for well-established departments. 

On April 2, 1932, the university formally an
nounced discontinuance of the third and fourth years 
of the school of medicine, effective August 31. 
President Walter Williams indicated that the discon
tinuance would be until such time as "university 
finances permit and the need for medical education 
in the state demands." 

Dean Allen Moves to Yale 

In 1933, Dean Allen was offered and accepted 
the professorship of anatomy and chairmanship of 
the department of anatomy at Yale University 
School of Medicine. 

Fifty years after Edgar Allen's paper was 
published, as the co-discoverer of the ovarian hor
mone, an evaluation of his work was reported in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, the official publication 
of the American College of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. The editor states, "Allen instigated and 
gathered much work that led to a better understan
ding of the physiology and cellular morphology of 
the reproductive system. He had great integrity, 
retained the common touch, and his enthusiasm 
inspired his associates. His accomplishments were 
pursued with stubbornness and persistence." 

Edgar Allen's father, a physician, graduated from 
Hahnemann Medical School. He had moved to the 
United States from Canada. He practiced in a num
ber oflocations, including Cripple Creek, Colorado. 
It was there that three of Edgar's siblings died within 
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a period of three months. Edgar Allen's father also 
died at a comparatively young age and his mother 
was left in a precarious financial state. 

Edgar Allen received degrees from Brown 
University and, after World War I, he began work on 
a Ph.D. degree at Washington University. His degree 
was awarded in 1921 by Brown University. 

Dean Edgar Allen began a tlrird-year curriculum in tire September of 
1931. 

Allen was appointed chairman of the department 
of anatomy at the University of Missouri School of 
Medicine in 1923, with only four publications to his 
credit. He became associate dean in 1929 and dean 
in 1930. 

Three universities awarded honorary degrees to 
Edgar Allen; Brown, Washington University and 
Yale. He died just a few weeks before he was to 
receive an honorary degree from the University of 
Missouri in 1943. 

Apparently, Dean Allen was happy at Missouri 
and would have stayed but for his long-time love of 
sailing. He indicated to his friends that this love was 
his primary reason in his decision to leave the 
University of Missouri and to return east to Yale 
University. 

Editor Diddle indicates that Allen was more 
proud of his title "Captain" Allen, as he was called 
by some of his coastwise sailor friends, than any 
other title he possessed. When he died, his request 
was honored that his ashes be thrown to the "four 
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Dean Allen was tire co-discoverer of tire ovarian hormone. He left 
Missouri in 19.H for Yale University School of Medicine. 

winds in the New Haven Harbor." 
Before leaving the University of Missouri, Edgar 

Allen and M.D. Overholser began their study on 
growth stimulating activity of estrogenic substances 
on tissues, particularly those of mammary and 
genital origin. 

It was at Missouri that he gave a lecture to the 
medical students on sexual physiology, convinced 
that medical students knew very little about the 
subject. He apparently was criticized for this 1931 
sex education, and never gave the lecture again. 

Finally, in his reflections on Edgar Allen, Editor 
Diddle states, "No one, to my knowledge, ever saw 
Dr. Allen lose his temper. His face might redden if 
he was irked, but he never raised his voice in anger. 

"Probably, because of difficult days in his youth, 
he empathized with students and young associates. 
He inspired loyalty by his boyish frankness, sincerity 
and support. He generously shared his popularity. He 
once said, "A person can only have a few close 
friends in life. 

"Dr. Allen stood out in any crowd. Even as a 
young man, he had snow white hair, a ruddy face, 
broad shoulders and a warm smile with an infectious 
soft laugh. He regarded his white hair as an asset -
it gave him authority over his contemporaries." 

"He was of the opinion that successful men must 
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be backed by faithful family. Mrs. Allen was Edgar's 
biggest booster. His daughters remember him as a 
loving, devoted father." 

Dr. Edgar Allen 
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Doctor Edgar Allen 

One of the most prestigious faculty members to have served our medical school was Doctor Edgar 
Allen. 

Having received his Ph.D. from Brown University in 1921, he served as an instructor and associate 
in anatomy at Washington University in St. Louis until an appointment as professor of anatomy and 
chairman of the department of anatomy at the University of Missouri in 1923. He later became assis
tant dean, acting dean and in 1930 was dean of the School of Medicine. He served until 1933. In late 
March 1933, Dean Wintemitze visited Columbia and invited Dean Allen to become professor of 
anatomy and chainnan of the department of anatomy in the Yale School of Medicine, a post he held 
until his untimely death at age 51 on February 3, 1943. It was at the University of Missouri that he 
wrote his first edition on "Sex and Internal Secretions," working with Doctor E. A. Doisy. They were 
the first to demonstrate, convincingly, the existence of an active ovarian bonnone in the absence of 
living ovarian tissue. 

Even though he had major administrative responsibilities at Missouri, he continued his research and 
encouraged many student collaborators to work with him. He was awarded the Legion of Honor in 
Paris in 1937 and received the prestigious Board of Curators Baly Medal for his research on the female 
sex honnones from the Royal College of Physicians of London. 

Yale, Brown, and Washington University awarded him honorary degrees and he would have received 
an honorary Doctor of Law from the University of Missouri in June of 1943, had he lived. 

At the time of his death, he was president of the American Association of Anatomists. The previous 
year, he had been president of the Association for the Study of Internal Secretions. The discovery of 
the "Ovarian" follicular honnone was made shortly before he became chairman ofthe Department of 
Anatomy at Missouri. His collaborator in this work, Doctor Doisy, later received the Nobel prize for 
his work with vitamin K. One of his research students at the University of Missouri, Dr. Thomas Bur
ford, married his daughter. Doctor Burford later became professor and chainnan of thoracic surgery 
at Washington University. 

Of the eighteen deans at the University of Missouri School of Medicine, only one, Edgar Allen, has 
bcen a non-M.D. 
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OBITUARY 

Edgar Allen 
Science, Vol. 97, No. 2521, April 23, 1943, pp. 368-9 

Professor Edgar Allen, chainnan of the Department of Anatomy of Yale University School of Medicine, 
one of the best-known anatomists and an outstanding authority on the physiology of sex and reproduction, 
died on February 3. His contagious enthusiasm and energy and his stimulating personality will be missed not 
only by his associates at Yale but by many throughout the country. His capacity to appreciate the new and 
significant, his impatience with inactivity and his friendly yet constructive criticism were familiar to all who 
knew him. 

Less than fifty-one years ago Professor Allen was born at Canyon City, Colo., on May 2, 1892. Shortly 
after his birth the Allen family moved to Providence, R.I., and it was there that, during his youth, he acquired 
a love of sailing and knowledge of the winds and currents of the Narragansett Bay and Long Island Sound 
that persisted throughout his life. Immediately after completing his undergraduate study at Brown University 
in 1915, he began his graduate studies in biology. During his college and graduate years he contributed 
largely to his own support by working as student assistant, as a waiter or at other tasks. These experiences 
undoubtedly contributed, in later years, to the sympathetic understanding and actual assistance he afforded 
so many students when they were confronted by financial difficulties. 

His graduate study was interrupted in May 1917 when he volunteered for service in World War I as a 
member of the Brown Ambulance Unit. Later, he transferred to a mobile unit of the Sanitary Corps, in which 
he served in France. By the time he returned to civilian life in February 1919, he had been commissioned a 
second lieutenant. 

During the summer of 1919 he was an investigator for the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries in laboratories at 
Woods Hole, Mass. That fall, however, although he had not completed his graduate studies, he became 
instructor and associate in anatomy at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. During the 
following two years he completed the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Brown 
University. In 1923 he became professor of anatomy and chainnan of the department of anatomy of the 
University of Missouri, and later he became, in addition, assistant dean, acting dean and, in 1930, dean of the 
school of medicine. In 1933 he again returned to New England as professor of anatomy and chainnan of the 
department of anatomy of Yale University School of Medicine. 

Professor Allen's first interest in research pertained to the problem of ovigenesis. At a time when it was 
generally assumed that the female mammal was born with a full quota of ova he demonstrated that ova could 
and did arise after birth and even during sexual maturity. While undertaking these, now classical studies, he 
was struck by the relation between growth and secretory phenomena in the vaginas and uteri and the 
development of the ovarian follicles. Further studies revealed that growth and regression of the follicles were 
associated with the superficial manifestations of the estrous cycles. Not satisfied with a mere morphological 
correlation between the development of the follicles and growth of genital tissues Professor Allen, in 
collaboration with his friend in biochemistry, Dr. E. A. Doisy, successfully demonstrated an active estrus
producing substance in cell-free liquor folliculi of large follicles and in lipoid soluble extracts of the liquor. 
They were the first to demonstrate convincingly the existence of an active ovarian honnone in the absence 
of living ovarian tissues. 

Shortly after the discovery of the "ovarian" follicular honnone, Professor Allen became chainnan of the 
department of anatomy at the University of Missouri. During the next several years, he continued experiments 
on the biological activities, distribution and some chemical characteristics of the "primary ovarian honnone" 
in collaboration with Dr. Doisy. In addition, in spite of his increased teaching and administrative 
responsibilities, he undertook experiments on the action of the ovarian honnones in primates. He observed 
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that honnonal factors modifying the accessory genital tissues during the monkeys' menstrual cycles are 
fundamentally comparable to those regulating the estrous cycles ofthe rodents. Uterine hemorrhage followed 
the cessation of adequate ovarian honnonal treatment or the ablation of the ovaries when perfonned at the 
proper time. 

His early convictions that the ovum is "the dynamic center of the follicle" persisted throughout his life; 
he left two partially completed manuscripts dealing in part with such studies. This interest in ova undoubtedly 
prompted his collaboration with Dr. J. P. Pratt at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. They obtained the first 
living human ova from the uterine tubes of women operated upon at appropriate times during the menstrual 
cycle. They also undertook the first clinical experiments with the "ovarian follicular honnone." 

The growth-stimulating action of estrogens on the genital tissues undoubtedly led Professor Allen to study 
their action on neoplastic growths and upon carcinogenesis. At Yale he fostered enthusiastically many 
investigations on the influence of steroid honnones upon carcinogenesis. He was especially interested in the 
influence of estrogens on the malignant transfonnation of the uterine cervix. His interest in the growth
stimulating capacity of the ovarian honnones was further indicated by the use of mitosis-accentuating drug, 
colchicine, in studies on genital tissues. 

During the brief span of twenty-two years Professor Allen contributed over 140 publications of original 
investigations. In addition he edited and also contributed to the first edition of the book Sex and Internal 
Secretions. The editorship of the second and larger edition was shared with two fonner associates at st. Louis, 
Dr. E. A. Doisy and Dr. C. H. Danforth. The number of researches he undertook personally was small 
compared to the many which could be attributed directly to the encouragement and enthusiasm he inspired 
among his students, graduate students and associates. He was more than generous in bestowing credit for the 
success of investigations upon his associates. 

Honorary doctor of science degrees were conferred upon him by Brown University in 1935 and by 
Washington University in 1942. He was to receive an honorary doctor of laws from the University of 
Missouri this spring. In 1937 he was awarded the Legion of Honor in Paris where he was guest of the Singer
Polignac Foundation at a colloquy on the "Sexual Honnones." In 1941 he was honored by the Royal College 
of Physicians in London when they conferred upon him the Baly Medal for researches on the female sex 
honnones. At that time it was so appropriately stated that "his contributions to the subject fonn an essential 
foundation to modem knowledge of the endocrine action of the ovaries." He was a member of the American 
Association of Anatomists, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Society of 
Zoologists, Association for the Study of Internal Secretions, American Association for Cancer Research and 
other scientific organizations. He always enjoyed the meetings of these groups; here he had an opportunity 
to greet older friends and to meet new ones. Many young investigators will always remember the 
encouragement his friendly and stimulating comments imparted. During 1941-1942 he served as president 
of the Association for the Study of Internal Secretions and at the time of his death was president of the 
"Anatomists." 

Professor Allen volunteered for service in the Coast Guard Auxiliary after the present war began. The 
"Skipper's" many sailing experiences had familiarized him with the irregular segment of Connecticut's coast 
line which his crew patrolled one day and night each week. When death struck he was on patrol duty with 
a unit of the flotilla in which he served as junior commander and operations officer. - W. U. Gardner 
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Dudley Steele Conley, M.D. 
-Dean for 16 Years 

D,.. Dudley S. COl/ley. as deal/ of/he Scfrool of Medicine. in 1934. 
Photo reprinted with pennission from the 

State Historical Society of Missouri 

Dudley Steele Conley was dean of the two-year 
Medical School from 1933 to 1948. He succeeded 
Edgar Allen. 

Dr. Dudley Conley was one of six children born 
to a prominent Boone County family. His father, 
Sanford F. Conley, had been born in Boone County 
in 1838 and shortly after his marriage to Kate 
Singleton, he built a home, now known as the 
Conley Home, at 602 Sanford Place. Today, the 
home is owned by the University of Missouri and is 
the location of the Missouri Cultural Heritage 
Center. 

Dudley Conley's sister, Mrs. Charles B. Miller, 
grew up in the Conley home and recalled as a girl of 
16 years looking out her window and watching 

Academic Hall bum. The Conley home was built the 
same year as the chancellor's residence, 1867. 

Dr. Conley was a native of Columbia and was 
educated in the public schools here as well as at the 
University of Missouri. The Columbia Tribune, on 
September 18, 1902, carried the news item that "Dud 
Conley had left today for New York where he will 
enter Columbia College and study medicine." He 
received an M.D. from Columbia University in New 
York in 1906. 

During his tenure on the medical faculty, Dudley 
Conley was a successful and competent surgeon. He 
had great love for the University of Missouri football 
team and served on its committee for intercollegiate 
athletics. 

The Conley home at 602 Sanford Place was completed 
in J 870 and was built by Dean Conley s father, Sanford 
Francis Conley who had bought the land from James 
Rollins in 1868. The home was acquired by the University 
o{Missouri in 1980. At one time the Honors College and 
t]'eMissouri Cultural Heritage Center were located there. 

He was appointed dean in 1933 and retired in 
1948. In 1949, he was appointed dean emeritus and 
professor Eeeritus of Ssrgery. Upon his retirement, 
friends and former students joined the medical fac
ulty in commissioning the painting of a portrait that 
was presented to the University of Missouri in 1951. 
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The painting was presented by Dr. R. Claude Bruner, 
president of the School of Medicine Alwnni As
sociation and by Dr. A. W. McAlester, III, of Kansas 
City, grandson of the school's founder and president 
ofthe special alumni conunittee that arranged for the 
painting. The painting was the work of Daniel 
MacMorris, a distinguished Kansas City artist. 

When Dean Conley died in October of 1955, 
Dean Pullen dismissed all medical school classes so 
students could attend Dr. Conley's funeral. 

When Dr. Conley died, the newspaper said that 
"Columbia and the university lost a distinguished 
friend. Dr. Dudley S. Conley, dean emeritus of the 
University of Missouri School of Medicine passed 
away at 73. He leaves behind many fruitful years of 
service to the people of Missouri. He was a distin
guished figure in Missouri medicine for many years. 
He became dean emeritus after twenty-nine years of 
unstinting service on the faculty of the university. 
All who knew him will miss this untiring and 
devoted worker for human benefit in the field of 
medicine." 

Dr. Conley was born in Columbia on January 26, 
1878. He graduated from Columbia University 
College of Physicians in 1906 and interned at Bel
levue Hospital in New York City from 1907-1909. 
He joined the faculty of the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine in 1919 and was made dean on 
August I, 1933. 

Dr. Conley was chosen president-elect of the 
House of Delegates of the Missouri State Medical 
Association at their meeting in the ballroom of the 
Hotel Tiger in Colwnbia on April 13, 1936. 
President E. Lee Miller, of Kansas City, twice Tiger 
football captain, presided. At the meeting, it was 
decided that the free choice of physician and the 
relationship and responsibility of the physician to the 
patient in the care of the indigent patient and those 
of the lower income group shall always be retained. 
Dudley Conley was installed as president the next 
year when the Missouri State Medical Association 
met in Cape Girardeau. A committee was appointed 
to survey and report on the question : "Can and by 
what means may the University of Missouri School 
of Medicine further its ideals of better training and 
supplying physicians to the state of Missouri?" For 
the first time, the council became the executive body 
of the House of Delegates between annual sessions. 
The councilor districts were reduced from thirty-one 
to ten. And, the American Medical Association was 
requested to establish a council on ethics and 
economics. 
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In May 1938, President Conley presided over the 
House of Delegates meeting in the House of 
Representatives chamber of the state capitol in 
Jefferson City. More physicians attended than at any 
previous meeting of the association (674). "The 
special committee on the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine presented a long analytical 
report which was adopted but accomplished prac
tically nothing." The committee reported on the 
question, "By What Means May the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine further its ideals of 
better training and supplying physicians to the state 
of Missouri." President Dudley S. Conley presented 
his address on "History of the Missouri State 
Medical Association." It is a fascinating account. 

In 1919, shortly after his arrival, Dr. Conley and 
Professor W. H. E. Reid of the school of agriculture 
started the first flying club at the University of 
Missouri, called the Aero Club. He was made dean 
emeritus on August 31, 1948, after twenty-nine years 
of service to the university. Dr. Conley was president 
of the Boone County Medical Society in 1925. 

TheporlrailoIDean Conley was commissionedin 1952 by 
the Medical Alumni Association. 

Editorial Comment: Dr. Conley was dean 
when I was in the two-year medical school. He was 
highly respected. Not long before he died, I visited 
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him at his home on Brandon Road. Out of his second 
floor window, we could view the new hospital and 
four-year medical school rising out of the ground, 
and several stories high. Dr. Conley told me then 
that he had moved to Columbia in 1919, from New 
York City, fully expecting the four-year medical 
school to be developed soon. Now, almost thirty-five 
years later, he could see this dream coming to 
fruition. 

Dudley Conley Miller. M.D. 

In 1959, Dudley Conley Miller, a nephew of 
Dean Conley, graduated from the Medical School. 
Dudley Miller has been a prominent member of our 
Medical Alumni and serves on the Medical School 
Foundation board of trustees, where he is the 
president-elect. 
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/Jean Conley shown with the graduates of June 5, 1947. Front Row, left to right: Charles C. Reeder, Charles Earl 
Carleton. Frank R. Williams, William R. Vineyard, Dean Conley, Berkley Slutzker, Lester W. Martin, John L. Lenzen. 
Middle Row: George S. Woodard, Jr. , Elliott D. Luby. HerlufG. Lund, Jr., Thompson T. Rawls, David L. MacDonnell, 
Jr .. Richard P. Schellinger, Hiram Sizemore, Jr., Lewis F. Wesselius, Ehret O. Remey, Paul Hartsein., Back Row: David 
D. Thomasson. Russell D. Sheldon, Robert R. Lyle, Eugene W. Eberlin, Edward G. Dylo, Nathan Masin, Edward E. 
~lder, Jr .. Harold N. Fogel. Margaret L. CO/·iss, Francis L. Kozal, John F. O'Brian. Other members of the class not in 
the photograph: John F. Fiore, William 1. Jarvis, Elmer R. Noall, and Victor Marcial. 

92 



WORLD WAR II YEARS 
An Eventful Time for Medical Education 

at Mizzou 

The graduating class oj December 1943. Front Row. left to right: William Penninger. Howard V. Petzold. 
Don F. Gose (Currently is a memberoJthe University oJMissouri Medical School Foulldatioll). Dean Dudley 
S. Conlev. James J. Pasco. SallJord Simoll. William H. Crouch. Jr .. James 0. Davis (Later elected to the 
National Academy oJSciellce). William J. Shaw. Jr .. Samuel C. Capps. Middle Row: Frallk J. Bickllel. Oral 
B. Crauford. Jr .. William A. Cox. Milton M. Ashley. James E. Bumgamer. Ralph W. Moser. Edward L. 
Washington. HaroldA. Franklin. William F. Andrew. RichardM. Strong. Merle D. Thomas. Back Row: Clyde 
W. Parsons. Martyn H. Biermall. Jr .. Edward J. Twin (Helped build the University oj Missouri-Kallsas City 
Medical School). 10/1ll P. Adams (Became chairman oJthe department oj orthopaedics at George Washington 
University). Thomas J. Fitzpatrick. Nortoll E. Johnson. Hugh E. Stephenson. Jr .• Wallace R. Stacy (He later 
served as president oj the board oj curators). BedJord H. Berrey. Vemoll F. Lightfoot. 
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Rural Shortage of MDs Increases 

With entry of the United States in World War II, the 
federal government inducted thousands of doctors 
into the armed services. This draft created a shortage 
of physicians, especially in rural areas. In Missouri, 
for example, there had been one doctor for every 661 
people in urban counties and one doctor per 1,574 
residents in rural counties in 1940. By January 1944, 
the average number of people per physician had 
risen to 915 in the cities and 2,348 in rural areas. 
Moreover, about 50 percent of the doctors practicing 
in the rural areas in 1944 were more than 60 years 
old. 

To try to meet the increased need for doctors, 
medical schools shifted into high gear. Within a 
month after the declaration of war, the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine adopted a quartile 
system, enabling students to graduate sooner. And, 
medical schools around the country went to a 12-
month school year, which allowed the schools to 
graduate students in three years or less. 

Re-establish the Four-year Medical 
- School? 

Faced with this desperate need for more doctors, 
Missourians began again to consider whether to re-e
stablish a four-medical school at their state univer
sity. Foremost among those considering re-establish
ment was university President Frederick Mid
dlebush. 

In 1941, Middlebush had at least three reasons, 
aside from the general need for more doctors, to 
consider reinstating a four-year medical course. He 
had learned that the University of Kansas City was 
considering starting a medical school, and he 
blustered at the thought of a small municipal univer
sity upstaging the state university in the effort to 
train more doctors. Second, Dr. John Knight, chair
man of the University of Missouri Medical School 
Alumni Association, suggested to Middlebush that 
the university establish the last two years of the 
medical curriculum in Kansas City. Finally, Dr. 
Dudley Conley, the medical school dean, told Mid
dlebush that it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
place the school's two-year medical graduates into 
other schools to finish their degrees. Moreover, 
Conley said that the medical faculty favored re-e
stablishing a four-year course with clinical instruc
tion at Kansas City. Indeed, Conley himselffavored 
clinical instruction in Kansas City. 
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Kansas City Makes a Proposal 

In light of this information, Middlebush decided 
to reassess the possibility of a four-year program, 
with clinical instruction perhaps in Kansas City. 
Early in 1942, Middlebush himself went to Kansas 
City to talk with city officials about possible 
arrangements for a four-year school. After he had 
scouted the situation, the curators, in October 1942, 
appointed a committee to investigate the facilities 
that might be used in Kansas City. After a number of 
informal meetings with Kansas City officials, includ
ing the mayor and city attorneys, Curators Blanton 
and McDavid requested that the Kansas City repre
sentatives put the city's proposal in writing. 

By December 1942, the Kansas City officials had 
drawn up a contract spelling out the city's offer; 
Kansas City would grant to the university, for 35 
years, the use of the city's public hospitals for 
educational purposes, and the City also would 
provide office space for the medical school in City 
Hall. Both the use of the hospitals and the use of the 
offices in City Hall would be free of charge. Further
more, the City would continue to pay the operating 
costs of the hospitals, and it would reserve a tract of 
ground near the hospitals for the construction of a 
new medical school building. The university had 
only to appoint the attending physicians of the 
hospitals and to pay their salaries. 

Curator Reaction Favorable 

The contract pleased the curators' committee; It 
recommended that the full board approve the 
agreement and that the university ask the General 
Assembly for $300,000 for operating the clinical 
years in Kansas City in 1943-1944. The committee 
stipulated, however, that the plan should be aban
doned if it meant cutting appropriations to other 
divisions of the university. Subsequently, the full 
board approved the committee's recommendations. 

On May 27, 1943, however, the Missouri House 
of Representatives defeated 48 to 45 a proposed ap
propriation which would have established a four
year medical school at Kansas City as a department 
of the University of Missouri. 

Had the board's request for a legislative ap
propriation been granted at that time, early 1943, the 
last two years of the medical program probably 
would have been given in Kansas City. But, before 
the May 11, 1943, board meeting, it became ap
parent that the legislature would not appropriate the 
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money. Middlebush also discovered that Dean 
Conley had exaggerated the problem of transferring 
medical students to other schools to complete their 
training. As a result, Middlebush and the board, 
aware that the medical school issue was more 
complicated than they ftrst thought, decided to 
shelve the plan for re-establishing the full medical 
course. 

Dr. Stine Objects to "Faculty" Report 

A critical time occurred in the Spring of 1943. On 
March 10, Dr. Stine wrote President Middlebush that 
he had had a conference with Mr. Leslie Cowan after 
learning that a resolution was handed in by the 
medical faculty asking for the establishment of the 
last two years of the teaching of medicine in Kansas 
City. When Mr. Cowan read the resolution over the 
phone, it stated that it expressed the unanimous 
opinion of the faculty. Dr. Stine said he would 
certainly take issue with this statement since the 
members of the professional rank that teach clinical 
medicine and surgery were not present at the 
meeting, had acquired a bad habit of not going to 
faculty meetings and as the notice sent out for the 
meeting did not state the purpose for which it was to 
be held, these members had not expressed their 
opinion. He mentioned that most of the faculty were 
on leave of absence, serving with the armed forces of 
the country, including Drs. W. J. Stewart, C. R. 
Bruner, H. E. Allen, J. E. Allen, K. D. Dietrich, N. F. 
Cooper and C. A. Leech. He indicated that these 
men, for many years, had elected him chief of the 
hospital staff and for that reason felt it was incum
bent for him to express what he believed would be 
their thoughts on the re-establishment of the last two 
years of the teaching of medicine. He indicated that 
the whole future of the medical school is involved in 
the answer to the problem of location and, to a much 
lesser degree, the future of the university is involved 
in this problem. He urged that the decision should be 
postponed until the men who have given years of 
service to the university hospitals and the school of 
medicine had had a hearing. 

On April 3, 1944, he wrote President Middlebush 
as follows: 

"My dear Mr. President: 

"As a result of our telephone conversation, I think I 
should send you a copy of the announcement of the 
meeting of the alumni of the school of medicine, at 

Kansas City, on April 25, 1944. As you will note, 
the purpose of this meeting is to take up the question 
of the establishment of a four-year school of 
medicine at the university. It also states that Dr. 
Conley, dean of the School of Medicine, will discuss 
the needs of the establishment of the four-year 
school. 

"Dr. Conley is committed to the establishment of 
the last two years at Kansas City and, as I have heard 
indirectly, will so recommend to the alumni, it 
would not be fitting for me to take part in the discus
sion, as I promised you I would. Dr. Conley would 
obviously be speaking for the university. The best I 
could do would be to bring out the fact that Dr. 
Conley and the board of curators were in 
disagreement, which I have no authority to do. In 
any event, it pictures a state of domestic infelicity, 
which I would rather not bring to their attention. 

Respectfully yours, 
Dan G. Stine, M.D." 

Board of Curators Seeks Consultants 

Earlier, at the board meeting on July 28, 1943, 
Middlebush suggested that the curators conduct a 
fonnal study of the whole medical school issue. The 
board approved the project and set up a committee to 
do the survey. The committee consulted prominent 
experts on medical education - Dr. Abraham 
Flexner, Dr. Alan Gregg of the Rockefeller Foun
dation, Dr. Lester Evans of the Commonwealth 
Fund, and Dr. Victor Johnson of the American 
Medical Association's Council on Medical 
Education. The committee also relied heavily upon 
the advice of several medical faculty members, 
including Dean Conley, Dr. M. Pinson Neal and Dr. 
Dan G. Stine. Dr. Stine, in fact, visited medical 
schools all over the country and reported his obser
vations to the committee and to Middlebush. 

Stine Report: The Columbia Advocate 

Although he didn't draw any conclusions, Dr. 
Dan G. Stine gave the university President a report 
that could be interpreted only as favoring a Colum
bia location for a four-year medical school. Dr. Stine 
was responding to a request to observe medical 
schools in Alabama, Tennessee and Wisconsin for 
the announced purpose of obtaining "a fair 
representation of three major tendencies in medical 
education." He presented his report on June 6, 1944. 

Dr. Stine reported that when the university of 
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President r. A. Uiddlebush 
105 Jesse Hall 

My dear Mr. President: 

April 3, 1944 

As the result of our telephone conversa
tion, I think that I should send you a copy of 
the announc~ment of the meetinr. of tr.e Alumni 
of the School 'Jf lAedicine, at. Kansa. City, on 
April 25, 1944 • 

As you will note, the purpose of this meet
ing is to take up the question of the establish
ing of a full four yeAr School of '!edicine at 
the University. It also ~tntes that Dr. Conley, 
Dean of the School of Yedicine, will discuss 
the needs of the establ1sc.ing of the four ye"r 
school, 

As Dr. Conley is cOllllllitted to tLe establ1sh
~ent of the last two years at Kansas City, and 
as I have heard indirectly will so recommend to 
the Alumni, it would not be befitting for me to 
take part in the discus5ion, as I promised you 
I would. Dr. Conley would obviously be speaking 
for the University. The best that I could do 
would be to bring out the f act that Dr. Conley 
and the Board of Curators were in disagreement, 
which I have no authority to do . In any event 
it pictures a state of domestic infelicity, 
which I would rather not bring to their attention. 

Respectfully your3, 

(SIGNED) Dan G. Stine, U. D. 

OGS/Jcr 

.nc. 

Dr. Sline indica led his reluclance 10 aI/end Ihealumni meeling in Kansas Cily 
because oj Dean Conley:S expecled commilment 10 Ihe eslablishmenl oj Ihe 
lasllwo years in Kansas CiIY. (April 3, 1943) 
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Alabama changed from a two-year medical school to 
a four-year program, an apparently unanimous 
decision was made to locate the new school on the 
university campus. A commission had been ap
pointed by the Governor, in 1943, to study locations 
for the new school; and representatives of Mobile, 
Montgomery, Birmingham and Tuscaloosa presented 
compelling arguments in favor of their respective 
locations. 

The commission had appeared before it, or had 
letters of advice from such distinguished educators 
as medical directors, presidents or deans of 
institutions such as the Rockefeller Foundation, 
Columbia University, Princeton, Cambridge, Univer
sity of Pennsylvania, University of Virginia, Univer
sity of Kansas, University of Iowa, Johns Hopkins 
and University of Michigan. The commission mem
bers also visited the medical schools at Vanderbilt, 
Louisville, Cincinnati, Virginia, Emory, Tulane and 
Louisiana State. And, Dr. Stine points out that these 
medical schools are all located in large cities, with 
the exception of Virginia's. 

With significant regard to the Alabama situation, 
Stine concluded, "None of the matters of record 
show that the medical needs of the rural com
munities played any important part in the decision. 
It may be that the financial status and lack of 
political expression of both the white and colored 
rural populations of the state may be the factor in 
this lack of consideration." 

The University of Tennessee School of Medicine 
(located in Memphis and separated from its parent 
institution by almost the length of the state), Stine 
reported, "gives the impression of being an indepen
dent institution tending to build toward something 
greater than a school of medicine. It has its own 
student union building, its own student health ser
vices, etc." He stated that there was, however, a 
"much marked ... recognition of the obligation that 
the medical school owes to the state" (as compared 
with Alabama). 

Regarding the University of Wisconsin, Stine 
most enthusiastically reported on what he considered 
to be the happy decision to build the four-year 
medical school on the main campus, despite attrac
tive financial inducements offered by Milwaukee. 

Here we find an impressive teaching unit, the 
hospital and school being built together ... The 
faculty has its attention confined exclusively 
to medical education and being surrounded 
by, and having immediately available, those 

other departments of the University upon 
which all medicine so heavily leans. 

I find that about 55 percent of the graduates 
locate in towns ofless than 10,000 people ... I 
have the assurances of President Dykstra and 
Acting Dean Meek that locating the School of 
Medicine on the main campus has never been 
regretted. They feel that they tum out a 
superior student who has lived for four years 
on the university campus, as well as having 
spent four years in a great hospital and 
medical school combined. 

The board published the committee findings in 
January 1945 under the title, The University oj 
Missouri Survey oj Medical Education. The report 
concluded that the simple production of more doc
tors would not alleviate the shortage of physicians in 
the rural areas of Missouri. The shortage was at
tributed not to the scarcity of doctors in the state but 
to the paucity of modem hospitals in the rural areas. 
In fact, U.S. Public Health Service records showed 
that only seven states surpassed Missouri in the 
number of physicians per capita. 

In deference to the study'S findings, the curators 
again decided to postpone re-establishing a four-year 
school. They wanted to put off medical school 
expansion plans at least until the war was over. 

House Bill 138 

But, on January 31, 1945, Representative Joseph 
Tanner of Kansas City introduced into the legislature 
a bill that finally prompted the curators to take 
action. House Bill 138, which directed the curators 
to establish a four-year medical course with the last 
two years in Kansas City, became the focus of a 
vigorous state-wide debate - Would Kansas City or 
Columbia be the site for the clinical years of a four
year curriculum? 

The Kansas City Advocates 

The principal advocates for the Kansas City 
location were, for the first time, the state medical 
association and Kansas City legislators, who stressed 
the availability of hospitals with a large number of 
patients. The statistics, they said, were overwhel
ming - 17 hospitals with 2,578 beds and 61,000 
patients admitted annually. Columbia had 3 small 
hospitals with 298 beds and about 5,000 annual 
admissions. In addition, Kansas City had many 
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AD EsU .. te b7 the BusiD .. S Ottico ot the t1Il1yersit.7 
Hospitals ot tho Cost ot MaiDtaiD1na a 250-bad Hospital. 

We would nU"~~l cost ot oparaUDC a 

250-bad hospital at '.11;1, S88I Wo baft arrlnd at this 

tillU't' b7 ualDC tho DatioDal ayoraco lIAr bad cost of 

cODatructilll • hospital ot ,6,500. (architect in Chicaco, 

Jrarl &ricltson), 8ll.tipUad .,. 250 bads, ~lDC • total 

C0D8tructl0D cost of 11,625,000. 

81Dco the basls tor cCNPUtlDC the .. U .. ted annual 

~ :~tlDC cost of a 250-bad hospital is thirt7 par cant 
. ,-,:~-:;!! : ':";' . . 

.,. Uw cost ot CODatrucUOIl, the total 7-r17 oparat1Dc 

oxpendituros would aaount to $487, 500. 

nus Pischol Cancor Hospital Budptl 12'l5,000. 

fotal appropriated b7 x..clslaturo: 123',500. 

In J 945. the university business office estimated it would cost $490.000 to 
operate a 250 bed hispital. Times have changed! 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
COLUW.IA 

Dr. DIUl G. Stine 
Columbia 

Missouri 

Ky desr Dr. stine: 

April 14. 1944 

Con1'irm1ng our oonversation this morning. I1lY 
understlUlding 18 that you and Dean Conley will 
visit the medical sohools at wisoonain and Ten
neseee. and that Dr. Conley will visit the setup 
in Taxe.e. I think that it is very important 
that I hsve a report 1'rom you as a part 01' our 
survey. although I realize that you are reluotant 
to spend the time sizI the e1'1'ort upon this problem. 

"i th kindest personel regards. I beg to remein 

Faith1'ully yours 

Medical schools at Texas, Tennessee and Wisconsin to be visited 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
COLU".IA 

O""'CI: 0'" THE ~IItI[SIOI[NT 

Drs. Dudley S. Conley 
Dan G. Stine 
Columbia, Missouri 

K7 dear Dr. Stine: 

April 10, 1944 

As you know the University administration and the 
Board of Curators have been oonduoting a survey of the 
four-year Medioal Sohool problem, and we have now oovered 
a great deal of ground. 

I have talked with both of you about the possibility 
of your oooperation in this survey and I am now asking you, 
if it is at all possible for you to ~o so, to visit oertain 
institutions and submit written reports to this ottioe 
oovering your tindings. I should like to have you both visi~ 
and this should be done together it possible, the Medioal 
Sohool ot Tennessee at Memphis, the Medioal Sohool ot Wisoon
sin at Madison, and the University ot Illinois Medioal Sohool 
looated in Chioago. I assume that you are both tamiliar with 
the University of Iowa setup, but if you are not and it, in 
your Judgment, it would be advisable for you to visit there, 
I should be glad to inolude that institution in the list. 

I should like to have you go into all phases ot the prob
lem with whioh both ot you are so thoroughly tamiliar. I am 
sure that your tindings will be ot a great deal ot assistanoe 
to ., ottioe and to the Board. If there are additional insti
tutions or organizations whioh you teel it desirable to look 
into, I ebould be glad to have suoh suggestions. Appropri
ate travel authorizations will be issued as soon as you have 
made the arrangements for your visits. The details ot these 
arrangemente, I shall leave the two of you to wont out in 00-
operation with eaoh other. 

With kindest personal ragards, I beg to remain 

In April oj 1944, President Middlebush asked Dr. Stine to help visit a number oj 
schools to aid ill the SUTWY oj the Jour-year medical school problem. 
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medical specialists who would train medical 
students. 

Medical School and a University Environment 

The primary, flatly-declared advocate for Colum
bia was the university'S board of curators, which 
maintained that medical education belongs in a 
university environment, and that the Kansas City 
alternative smacked of trade-schoolism. They further 
stressed the importance of maintaining close ties 
between the medical school and other divisions of 
the university for research purposes. And finally, the 
curators held that the Columbia alternative was 
critical to improving health care in rural Missouri. 
They envisioned a large, new university hospital as 
the key element in a statewide rural health care 
network. The curators also staunchly insisted that 
Columbia would have enough patients for teaching 
purposes, noting that 250,000 lived within a 50-mile 
radius of Colwnbia. 

The curators objected to House Bill 138, not only 
because it would establish clinical training in Kansas 
City, but also because they believed the Bill took 
control of the university away from them. They 
claimed that the Bill violated the 1945 state 
constitution, which states that the government of the 
university will be vested in a board of curators 
consisting of nine members appointed by the Gover
nor by and with the consent of the Senate. 

In February 1945, the Jackson County Medical 
Society (which represented Kansas City physicians) 
injected itself into the debate by issuing a public 
statement that a successful medical school could be 
established only with a large population center. The 
Society also said that Kansas City physicians would 
fight to get the school in Kansas City. 

In March 1945, the Missouri State Medical As
sociation (MSMA) published A Plan to Provide 
More Doctors Jor All the People oj Missouri, which 
advocated the immediate establishment of a four
year school, with the last two years in Kansas City. 
The booklet claimed that between 1910 and 1940 the 
number of doctors in rural Missouri had dropped by 
44 percent and that the median age of Missouri 
doctors was 62. MSMA strongly supported the Bill, 
it said in the booklet, because the Bill would help to 
remedy the doctor shortage. 

Board of Curators 

At the meeting on April 20, 1945, President Mid-

dlebush reported on House Bill 138, which directed 
the board to establish the last two years of a four
year medical program in Kansas City. After a 
lengthy discussion, from a motion properly 
seconded, with all voting "yes" except Mr. Shartel, 
who voted "no," it was voted that it would be the 
policy of the board to continue opposing this bill and 
the chairman of the board be authorized to appoint a 
committee to consider the matter further and to take 
such steps as, in its judgement, may be necessary in 
carrying out the policy of establishing the medical 
school on the campus at Columbia. 

House Bill 138 introduced to the Sixty-Third 
Assembly, "authorized and directed" the curators of 
the university to establish and conduct, as soon as 
possible and practicable after the effective date of 
this act, a full complete course of medical and 
surgical instruction in the University of Missouri as 
an integral part of which the last and concluding two 
years of such instructions shall be conducted by said 
curators in Kansas City, Missouri. They were also 
"authorized and directed" to purchase land, direct 
necessary buildings, and open and establish any 
department or course of instruction necessary for the 
operation of the school. 

Senate Committee Hearing on HB 138 

Curator Guy A. Thompson, appeared before the 
Senate Committee on Education, having under con
sideration House Bill 138, on Wednesday evening, 
November 7, 1945. He reminded the Senate Com
mittee that the board of curators is a constitutional 
body created by and representing the people; a part 
of the executive branch of the government, having 
the same independent status as has the General 
Assembly, and that it is charged by the people 
through their constitution with a very important 
responsibility, namely, the government of the 
people's state university. He reminded them further 
that the board of curators is no longer, as in the 
beginning and for many years it was, a mere 
ministerial agency of and appointed by the Legis
lature. Therefore, an act of Legislature which 
regulates, manages, directs or controls the University 
in any respect, is an unconstitutional act, for only the 
board of curators may govern the University. It was 
for this reason that Curator Thompson believed that 
the House Bill was of "doubtful constitutionality." 
Priorto 1875, the Legislature directed and controlled 
the university through the board of curators but 
accordingly the Constitution of 1875 provided, "the 
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government of the state university shall be vested in 
a board of curators, to consist of nine members to be 
appointed by the governor by and with the advice 
and the consent of the Senate." The constitution 
further states that "the General Assembly shall 
adequately maintain the state university and such 
educational institutions as it may deem necessary." 

Guy Thompson further argued that the main 
question in 1945 was whether the two suspended 
years of medicine should be resumed and that this 
was a matter of management, guidance, direction 
and control of the medical school - an existing 
school within an existing course in medicine. He 
pointed out that the medical school had been con
tinuously in existence in the state university at 
Columbia since 1872 and that its last two years were 
merely suspended. 

He pointed to the fact that the present medical 
school was established at Columbia as a complete 
two-year school in 1872. Its course was extended to 
a full three years in 1891 and to four years in 1899, 
and continued to be four years until 1909 when the 
last two years were suspended. In 1920 the Missouri 
Medical Association took action strongly advocating 
the resumption of the suspended two years at 
Columbia. In 1930, the Noyes Hospital having been 
constructed at Columbia, the board restored the 
suspended two years, but in 1931 and 1932, the 
depression having brought a sharp curtailment of the 
university funds and the necessity for drastic 
retrenchment, on March 30, 1932, the board of 
curators, on the recommendation of President Walter 
Williams that the "maintenances of the third and 
fourth years of medicine at the school of medicine be 
suspended beginning August 31, 1932, until sueh 
time as the university finances permit and the need 
of medical education by the state demands" again 
reinstate the last two years. 

The Missouri Farmers Association came out 
publicly against the Bill in March. The MFA, per
haps the most powerful rural lobbyist in the state, 
sent representatives to Jefferson City, the state 
capital, to protest that the Bill would not help to get 
more doctors for rural Missouri. They cited the 
medical schools in St. Louis as evidence that big-city 
schools do not produce rural general practitioners. 

On June 21, 1945, the House of Representatives 
passed with two votes to spare, a bill putting the last 
two years of Missouri's medical school in Kansas 
City. The vote was 58-78 after one representative 
changed his vote and two others voted yes at the last 
moment. (It took 76 votes to pass a measure in the 
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House.) Representative Harry Limerick of Boone 
County argued that Missouri should build a hospital 
for indigent care in Columbia with the medical 
school. Mrs. Caroline Immken (D) of St. Louis 
added the needed 76th vote. Representative Marvin 
M. Wright (D) of Chariton County argued that "not 
one member of the board of curators is qualified to 
pass on a question involving the medical profession. 
If we want to give them that right then let's let them 
make the appropriations for the school." Veteran 
Representative James P. Boyd (D) of Monroe Coun
ty declared that having part of the school away from 
the university would add to the expense. "I maintain 
that if we establish a hospital in Columbia like the 
State Cancer Hospital there, students at the medical 
school would have an opportunity to get their 
training. Every time you separate a department from 
the University, you weaken the institution." 

Senate Committee Kills HB 138 

After the hearing, the Senate Committee on 
Education voted 5 to 4 to adjourn without acting on 
the measure, thus killing the Bill. The Missouri 
Farmers Association (MFA), through a statement by 
A.D. Sappington, attorney for the association, 
testified strongly for the Columbia location and for 
the right of the curators to determine where the 
medical school should be located. 

Also attending the hearing on behalf of the MFA 
were Fred V. Heinkel, president; R. J. Rosier, 
sSecretary; and H. E. Klinefelter, editor of the Mis
souri F anller. 

At the Senate hearings, Kansas City represen
tatives said the plan to move the school to Kansas 
City originated not with Kansas City but with the 
university and recounted how in the Fall of 1942, Dr. 
Frederick A. Middlebush, president of the university, 
and Dr. Dudley S. Conley, dean of its medical 
faculty, sought cooperation with the city ad
ministration in Kansas City. 

Senator Roy D. Miller 

Senator Roy D. Miller represented "Little Dixie" 
in the state Senate. He was the only Republican to 
ever carry the district for any office from president 
on down. At the time, he was the youngest man to 
ever have been chairman of the Senate appropriate 
committee since Missouri's first legislative session. 
He was the second Republican to have been chair
man since the Civil War. 
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When the bill sending the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine to Kansas City passed the 
House, it might have passed in the Senate also 
except for the fact that Senator Miller blocked it in 
committee. 

Evarts A. Graham 

For some years, Dr. Graham had been convinced 
that the greatcst future for the University of Missouri 
medical school would be on the main campus in the 
center of the state at Columbia. Dr. Graham was 
often regarding as the leading physician of the first 
half of the century. For 32 years, he served as chief 
of surgery at Barnes Hospital and headed the 
department of surgery at Washington University. 
Throughout his career, he waged vigorous warfare to 
improve standards in medical care and medical 
education. He fought fee splitting and itinerate 
surgery. He, along with co-workers, developed an 
important x-ray test for gallbladder disease (The 
Graham-Cole-Copher Test). Dr. Graham was the 
founder and the first chainnan of the American 
Board of Surgery. 

He said that the Senate Bill would create a 
medical school, "On what I think every medical 
educator in the country would condemn as a bad 
plan." 

Dr. Graham was born in 1883, the son of a 
surgeon. He grew up in Chicago, Illinois, and his 
undergraduate training was at Princeton. In 1907, he 
graduated as an M.D. from Rush Medical School and 
he subsequently spent seven years in surgery, 
physiology, pathology and biochemistry. Two of his 
seven years were spent with an internist-biochemist 
named Woodyatt at the University of Chicago. Dr. 
Graham served for fourteen years as a regent of the 
American College of Surgeons and was ehainnan of 
the board for three years. While in that position, he 
proposed the establishment of an independent 
commission that would expand the activities of the 
American College of Surgeons in hospital ac
creditation. This proposal resulted in the Joint 
Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Or
ganizations. 

While in World War I, as an Anny major, Dr. 
Graham was the ranking surgeon on the Empyema 
Commission which made recommendations that led 
to lowering the mortality rate from 40% to 4%. He 
was offered the full-time chainnanship of surgery at 
Washington University at age 36. Even while a 
sophomore at Princeton, he had said he wanted "to 
do major surgery, to engage in research work, and 

have a clinic of younger men who would be 
interested in studying and developing ideas." 

During his long and distinguished career, Dr. 
Graham had received many honors, not only in this 
country but abroad. Among these were the Lister 
Medal for 1942, awarded by the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England and the Distinguished Service 
Medal of the American Medical Association in 1950. 
It was on April 5, 1933, that he made medical 
history when he became the first surgeon to suc
cessfully remove an entire lung for the treatment of 
cancer. 

For two decades he dominated surgery. Claude 
Welch, in his autobiography, states, Graham was 
"blunt, uncompromising, and authoritative. He was 
a true giant in American surgery." 

Dr. Graham died on March 4, 1957, at 73 years of 
age. He had retired six years earlier as professor and 
chainnan of the surgery department at Washington 
University and at Barnes Hospital as chief of 
surgery. 

In the memorial services for Dr. Graham on 
March 31, 1957, speakers included sueh famous 
names as Alfred Blalock, professor of surgery at 
Johns Hopkins; Dr. Frank P. Berry, assistant 
secretary of defense in charge of medical services; 
and Sir Russell Brock, thoracic surgeon of Guys 
Hospital in London. 

Curators Resolute 

In a July 6, 1945, meeting, the curators set up a 
committee to write a resolution authorizing the 
resumption of a four-year medical program at 
Columbia. And, later in July, the curators published 
a booklet, 17,e University of Missouri Medical 
School and Rural Health Care, which ordered the re
establishment of the full medical curriculum as soon 
as the legislature provided funding. 

The curators booklet emphasized the need for 
general practitioners in rural Missouri and suggested 
that the university medical school establish a state
wide extension service similar to that of the univer
sity's College of Agriculture. The booklet also asked 
the university administration to prepare detailed 
plans and budget estimates for a four-year medical 
school. 

The Stine Committee 

Early in August 1945, President Middlebush ap
pointed a committee to plan the four-year program. 
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The committee consisted of Dean Dudley Conley; 
Dr. M. Pinson Neal, professor of pathology; Dr. E. 
C. Schmidtke, associate professor of surgery; Dr. E. 
A. Trowbridge, dean of the college of agriculture; 
Leslie Cowan, vice-president of the university, Dr. 
Elmer Ellis, dean of the college of arts and sciences; 
and Dr. Dan G. Stine, professor of medicine and 
chairman of the committee. 

Fcbruary 8,1946 

President Middlebush recommended to the board 
that they lay before the general assembly during its 
current session the following: 

The complete outline, including costs for, the 
four-year medical program to be located on the 
campus of the university at Columbia. The items 
in the estimated costs in this program would 
consist of the following: (a) $2 million for the 
first and central unit of the state teaching hospital 
of 300 beds including a children's ward, (b) 
$240,000 for a central unit of a nurses home to 
accommodate approximately 80 nurses, (c) 
$490,000, being the approximate cost for a year 
of operating these hospitals, (d) $420,000 per 
year for the cost of operating the school of 
medicine, covering salaries, expense and equip
ment, (e) the state plan for admitting patients to 
the hospital to be developed later and submitted 
to the general assembly for action. He recom
mended that a specific request for the ap
propriation be made that year. 

After discussion, the matter was voted, upon 
motion, properly seconded, with Mr. Shartel voting 
"no," to approve the recommendation and direct that 
the president of the university present the budget 
request at the proper time to the proper officials 
during the present session of the general assembly 
and in doing so to call attention to the recommen
dation of the university board of visitors that 
provision for financing the capital outlay for the 
medical school program be provided by the means of 
a state bond issue and that if the appropriation 
request should be made before the passing of such a 
bond issue, then the amount of the appropriation 
should be deducted from the amount provided in the 
bond issue for this item if the bond issue makes 
available the total amount requested. 

The committee's final report, presented to the 
curators at a February 1946 meeting, recommended 
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that the University construct a 250-bed general 
hospital that later could be expanded to 500 beds. 

The Stine committee estimated the cost of this 
hospital at $1,750,000 and it also suggested 
construction of a 50-bed children's hospital and a 
nurses home. (It would be a half century before a 
children's hospital would be instituted.) The general 
hospital was to be the keystone in a coordinated 
system of county and district hospitals, and would 
provide consultation and diagnostic services to all 
Missouri physicians. It also would provide con
tinuing medical education programs for the state's 
practicing physicians. 

The committee's report included three specific 
recommendations aimed at meeting the medical 
needs of rural areas - The state should develop 
better hospital facilities in rural areas. The university 
should accept more medical students from rural 
areas. And, the medical school should encourage its 
students to do preceptorships with rural doctors. 

In an effort to implement the committee's plan, 
the university asked the legislature, in 1946, to 
appropriate money for building a new university 
hospital. But largely because of disagreement over 
location, the legislature did not act on the univer
sity's request. However, if the legislature would not 
give money to establish a four-year school in 
Columbia, neither would it vote to move part of the 
school to Kansas City. In March 1946, after three 
years of wrangling, the Senate's education committee 
voted against passage of House Bill 138, which 
called for the university to establish the last two 
years of the medical program in Kansas City. 

Liaison Committee on Medical Education 
Rcport 

In November 1946, Drs. Victor Johnson, Fred 
Zapffe and Prode Jensen provided an outsiders' 
perspective on the medical school issue. They 
surveyed the two-year school as representatives of 
the American Medical Association (AMA) and the 
Association of American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC).ln their report, they noted that faculty pay 
at the two-year school was low, but that the school's 
facilities were adequate and its students were 
generally of medical school caliber. They concluded 
that the school was carrying out a satisfactory 
program of basic science education and should not 
consider discontinuing operation. But, they also 
questioned the wisdom of expanding the school from 
two years to four years when there was so much 
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haggling over its location among the university, the 
state's practicing physicians and the Legislature. 
"Unless greater harmony in the groups is affected, 
the outlook for a four-year school is not bright," the 
report said. 

The report also cautioned that creating a divided 
school, with the first two years in Columbia and the 
last two in Kansas City, should not be given serious 
consideration even as a temporary expedient. 

On the subject of how to alleviate the rural doctor 
shortage, Dr. Johnson and his colleagues had a 
definite opinion - graduating more doctors would 
not solve the problem. They believed the real 
problem to be a shortage of adequate rural hospital 
facilities and they recommended directing efforts 
toward providing better hospitals for those areas. 
Training more physicians in the absence of those 
hospitals would result only in doctors moving to st. 
Louis or Kansas City to practice. 

In this opinion, these doctors echoed nearly 
verbatim the Conley-Neal-Stine opinion that was 
published nearly two years earlier. 

Although Dr. Johnson and his colleagues did not 
suggest that the university establish a four-year 
school at that time, they did favor a four-year school 
located entirely in Kansas City if one were to be 
built. They pointed out that in 1946 there were only 
14 board-certified physicians in Columbia, and that 
there were none in anesthesiology, dermatology, 
neurosurgery, obstetrics/gynecology, psychiatry or 
urology. Even with a state-wide referral system, a 
University Hospital located in Columbia would not 
have enough patients in the medical-surgical special
ties, or enough outpatients for teaching purposes. 
They also concluded that both initial and operating 
costs of a four-year school in Kansas City would be 
far less than those in Columbia. In addition, they 
played down the importance of having the medical 
school on the campus of the university: 

It has been repeatedly demonstrated that a 
medical school removed from a university 
campus can carry on at a true university level 
and not become purely a professional or trade 
school. It also has been repeatedly 
demonstrated that ample clinical material is 
essential in all aspects of a medical school 
program. Such a program is more closely akin 
to problems of medical care and public health 
in a community than to the natural science 
departments of a university ... It generally is 
easier to bring the influence of the natural 

sciences to a medical school than it is to bring 
patients to a medical school where the school 
is located in a relatively small community. 

The Era of Change Following World War II 

While the medical school issue thus remained a 
standoff in the several years immediately following 
World War II, great changes were sweeping 
medicine, the universities, and the nation. Medical 
care was entering a new age of effectiveness with 
development of antibacterial sulpha drugs, the first 
of which was prontosil, developedjust before World 
War II by German researcher Dr. Gerhard Domagk. 
These drugs were tremendously successful in 
preventing and treating infections in wounded 
soldiers. And, by 1943, pharmaceutical companies in 
the United States were producing penicillin in large 
quantities with subsidies from the federal 
government. 

At the same time, the Serviceman's Readjustment 
Act (the G.I.Bill), passed by Congress in 1944, was 
having tremendous effects on the nation's univer
sities. At the University of Missouri, the number of 
students rose from a little more than 5,000 early in 
1946, to more than 11,000 in the spring of 1947, 
with more than 7,000 of the 11,000 being veterans. 
To accommodate the extra students, the University 
built scores of temporary dormitories and classroom 
buildings. 

This enrollment surge also caused problems for 
the university Hospitals. In June 1946, Dr. Dan 
Stine, then director of the Student Health Service, 
recommended closing the university Hospital to the 
public because he wanted to convert all the univer
sity hospital beds to Student Health Services use. He 
believed that the Student Health Service would need 
that many beds to provide medical care for the flood 
of new students. 

Following Dr. Stine's recommendation, the 
curators ordered Parker and Noyes Hospitals closed 
to the public, but staff physicians complained 
because the closing would hamper their private 
practices. Subsequently, university officials con
vinced Dr. Stine to refrain from closing the Parker 
Hospital, which had been condemned as a fire 
hazard. It would be remodeled and expanded and 
SwitzIer Hall would be available for any overflow 
student hospitalization. In light of these assurances, 
Dr. Stine advised the curators in August that Noyes 
Hospital would still be used for private patients. 

When Dr. Stine became medical director of the 
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university hospitals, he discovered another problem; 
the university Hospitals were vastly disorganized 
and poorly administered. In a letter to President 
Middlebush, he suggested that the root of the 
problem lay in the fact that the medical school dean 
also had administrative control over the hospitals. He 
believed that a teaching hospital should be a self
administered unit, independent of the medical 
school. Stine informed Middlebush that in 62 of 70 
approved U.S. medical schools in 1947, the medical 
school dean had no connection with the affiliated 
teaching hospital; and in only 3 of 70 was the dean 
also the chief administrator of the hospital. In Dr. 
Stine's view, having the dean control the hospital 
was an antiquated arrangement that did not function 
well. Nevertheless, the university did not act on his 
suggestion and kept responsibility for the university 
Hospitals in the dean's office. 

Although enrollment at the university medical 
school stayed steady at about 40 students per class in 
the post-war years, other medical school enrollments 
rose substantially. From 1947 to 1949, enrollment in 
u.S. medical schools increased from 22,739 to 
25,103. Enrollment did not increase fast enough, 
however, to keep pace with the post-war boom in ap
plications to medical schools. In 1948, for example, 
67 u.S. medical schools with places for 5,500 first
year medical students received more than 83,000 
applications for admission. The resulting high rate of 
rejection led to a public outcry over the so-called 
restrictive admissions practices, prompting the 
AAMC to write to its members in 1951, "Medical 
education is under attack. We are accused of restric
tive labor practices, of conspiring to limit production 
for the economic benefit of our profession and 
against the public interest." 

To combat criticism, the AAMC recommended 
that medical schools develop aggressive public 
relations campaigns, hardly an answer to stretching 
the walls to make room for more bodies. Another 
post-war trend was more demand for specialized 
residency training. Many physicians had been 
impressed with the favored position given to 
medical-surgical specialists in the armed forces, and 
the G.I. Bill offered returning veteran physicians 
subsidized residency training. In addition, theexpan
sion of medical knowledge was making it more and 
more difficult for physicians to keep track of advan
ces in all areas of medicine. Specialization was one 
way to make the immense body of medical 
knowledge more manageable for an individual 
physician. Consequently, many physicians sought 
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specialty training when they were discharged from 
the services, and the number of positions in residen
cy and fellowship programs increased from 5,500 in 
1940 to about 18,700 by 1950. 

Accompanying the growing trend toward 
specialization and residency training was a dramatic 
rise in the costs of medical education and medical 
care in the inflationary post-war years. Whereas the 
cost of operating all the medical schools in the U.S. 
had been only $13 million in 1927, by 1951 the cost 
had risen to $106 million. During the 1940s alone, 
expenditures of medical schools tripled. 

Rapid cost increases began to be an overriding 
problem for many medical schools. In 1948, 
President Truman's Federal Security Administrator, 
Oscar Ewing, commented that medical schools were 
so crippled by lack of funds that many needed 
financial assistance just to maintain their present 
standards. As a consequence, the federal government 
began funneling money to medical schools for 
specific reseruch projects of limited duration -
merely a reinstitution of a wartime practice wherein 
the federal government paid medical schools for help 
on specific medical problems related to the war. At 
the same time, private organizations such as the 
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, the 
American Heart Association, and the American Can
cer Society began to give money to medical schools 
for reseruch. Yet another contributor was the 
National Fund for Medical Education, organized in 
1949 to solicit money for medical schools from 
private sources. 

As the federal government began supporting 
research in the medical schools, it also was expan
ding its involvement in medical care. As early as 
1935, the Social Security Act greatly increased 
federal financial aid to states for public health 
programs and established programs for maternal 
health and child care. 

Then, during World War II and after, the federal 
government took responsibility for medical care of 
a large segment of the population through the 
Veterans Administration Hospitals, which were 
being increasingly affiliated with medical schools. 

Hill-Burton Legislation 

In 1946, Congress passed the Hill-Burton Act, 
authorizing federal grants for surveying health 
facilities and for planning and constructing new 
hospitals. And, in September 1948, the Federal 
Security Administrator, Oscar Ewing, released a 
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report suggesting that compulsory 
health insurance was essential to 
meeting the medical needs of the 
nation. 

m ry . 

Trawick Stubbs, M.D., 
Dean, 1948 

As the American Medical As
sociation (AMA) was battling the 
Truman administration's national 
health insurance proposal, a new dean 
was settling in at the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine. Dr. 
Trawick Stubbs, formerly assistant 
dean of the Emory University 
Medical School in Atlanta, became 
dean of the medical school in 1948. A 
public health physician, he came to 
Missouri with the intention of direc
ting the establishment of a four-year 
medical school. 

In August 1948, Stubbs sent to 
President Middlebush a report of his 
preliminary observations of the 
medical school's needs and con
ditions, noting several factors im
pairing effective functioning. One 
problem was inadequate facilities. 
Stubbs said the university needed to 
remodel Parker Hospital, build a 
hospital for the Crippled Children's 
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vagueness in administrative relations at the medical 
school as a problem. But, perhaps most disturbing, 
he found a lack of mutual confidence among the 
faculty and staff, and a lack of confidence in the 
future of the medical school. This lack of con
fidence, he believed, was the biggest obstacle to 
establishing a four-year school. He swnmed up his 
thoughts in a speech at a medical alumni association 
meeting in Kansas City: 

In Missouri, controversy has prevented 
progress. Argument over location of the 
school, more productive of heat than light, has 
left the medical school cause without the 
united support that is absolutely essential if we 
are to justify the enormous expenditure that 
will be required. The location will make little 
or no difference in the operational budget re-

quirements ... what we need most is to stop 
talking about what we can't do and get 
together and do it. 

Dean Stubbs Presents Plan 

In January 1949, Dean Stubbs presented, at a 
medical school faculty meeting, his plan for devel
oping a four-year program. First, he planned to 
increase the size of the entering class to 60 in the 
Fall of 1949. He also planned to request money for 
building a 30~-bed hospital; and, until the hospital 
could be budt, he planned to establish clinical 
affiliations with Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital, 
Boone County Hospital and other hospitals in central 
Missouri. In addition, he proposed that there be a 
clear separation of the school's education and 
research funds from its funds for care of indigent 
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patients. Under Stubb's plan, the first M.D.s were to 
be graduated from the four-year school in 1953. 

In the meantime, some newspapers tried to stir up 
public support for a four-year medical school. The 
Kansas City Star ran an editorial on the issue in 
April 1949, "The kicking around of the medical 
school issue has been shameful. No study is required 
to tell rural Missouri that this state must have a 
vigorous program for doctors and hospitals where 
they are needed most. If Missouri is to undertake to 
train its own doctors, further delay is inexcusable." 

Other newspapers, on the other hand, advised 
slow, careful deliberation of the question whether to 
establish a four-year school. An editorial in the St. 
Louis Star-Times, for example, quoted Dr. Stubbs, 

If we were concerned only with the next ten 
years, and if we were in a position to exercise 
expediency in turning out M.D.s, I would say 
we might move faster ... by taking advantage 
of the facilities in Kansas City; but, if we are 
not interested in expediency, if we are 
thinking in terms of 50, 75 or 100 years, and 
if we are thinking in terms of the state as a 
unit working toward the solution of human 
problems, then that throws quite a different 
light on it. 

Skinner Report 

As Dean Stubbs and some newspapers were 
trying to get the university rolling on the four-year 
medical school, the Missouri State Medical As
sociation also was starting a new drive to promote a 
four-year school- in Kansas City. In January 1949, 
the Association hired Lemoine Skinner, Jr., a public 
relations counselor from St. Louis to make a new 
study of the issue, with special emphasis on the 
economic factors involved. Skinner presented the 
results of his study at the May 13, 1949, meeting of 
the board of curators. His study concluded that 
establishing a four-year school in Kansas City rather 
than in Columbia would save the state 6 million 
dollars initially and would save several hundred 
thousand dollars annually in operating costs. 
Moreover, the study suggested that hospital 
construction would be better spent on building 
hospitals in outstate Missouri rather than on a new 
hospital in Columbia, which was already well
supplied with doctors and hospital facilities. In 
summary, Skinner reported that the university could 
build a better medical school for less money in 
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Kansas City than it could in Columbia. But at the 
same curators meeting, Dr. Wallis Smith, president 
of the MSMA, told the curators that his association 
would support whatever decision the board made 
regarding the location of the medical school. 

Another Committee Appointed 

In consideration of the MSMA's study and at the 
request of Dr. Glenn Hendren, a physician who was 
a member of the board, the curators decided to set up 
yet another board committee to study the medical 
school issue. The committee consisted of Roscoe 
Anderson (president of the board), John W olpers and 
Dr. Hendren. Soon after it was formed, the commit
tee hired Dr. Harold Diehl, dean of the University of 
Minnesota School of Medicine, as a consultant. 

During the ensuing year, Diehl and the curators' 
committee intensively studied the issue, and they 
met with Kansas City officials as well as with 
university officials. The city of Kansas City made 
essentially the same offer to the university as it had 
made in 1942; it would grant the university the use 
of the city's public hospitals for 35 years; it would 
make available to the university laboratory, 
classroom and office facilities; and it would reserve 
a tract of land for the university to build a new 
medical school building. 

Diehl Report 

In June 1950, Diehl filed a report with the com
mittee concluding that the state definitely needed a 
four-year medical school. It showed that Missouri 
students had only half the chance of being admitted 
to a medical school as a student in Tennessee, 
Colorado, Nebraska and other neighboring states. 
But Diehl did not take a stand in his report on 
whether the school should be built in Kansas City or 
in Columbia He said that a satisfactory school could 
be built in either location, provided that the univer
sity directed and controlled the school. He did 
conclude, however, that a school in Kansas City 
would be far less expensive to establish and to 
operate than a school in Columbia. He estimated the 
initial expense of creating a school in Columbia at 
$25.5 million and its annual operating expenses at $9 
million. The estimates for Kansas City were $10.5 
million and $1.9 million. One reason a Columbia 
school would cost more, Diehl believed, was that the 
state would have to operate an expensive state-wide 
ambulance service to bring patients to Columbia. 
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AndersonIWolpers Report 

After curators Anderson, Wolpers and Hendren 
had several months to study Diehl's findings, they 
presented two reports, representing two conflicting 
recommendations, at the November 17, 1950, board 
meeting. The majority report, written by Anderson 
and Wolpers, reaffirmed the curators' 1945 decision 
to restore the last two years of the medical program 
at Columbia and suggested that the university take 
immediate action to establish the four-year school. 
The program was to begin as soon as the legislature 
would appropriate the necessary funds. 

Hendren Minority Report 

The minority report, written by Dr. Hendren of 
Liberty, Missouri, agreed that Missouri needed a 
four-year medical school, but it disagreed with 
putting the school in Columbia. Like some doctors 
in the MSMA, Hendren believed that a better school 
could be built for less money in Kansas City. He 
favored postponing action on establishing a school 
pending further investigation of Kansas City and st. 
Louis as potential sites for the school. 

Curators Take Action 

Despite Hendren's objection, however, the 
curators approved the majority report by a six-to-two 
vote, and they subsequently called for the university 
to make plans to implement the recommendations of 
the report and voted to request an appropriation of 
$12 million from the legislature for creating a four
year school. Fearing that this appropriation would 
cut into the budget for the remainder of the univer
sity, the curators asked that funds for the medical 
school be kept separate from the other parts of the 
university budget. They also called for the develop
ment of a state-wide health service, which would 
have the four-year medical school in Columbia as its 
focus. 

West Plains Wants the Medical School! 

On February 21, 1951, Representative Russell 
Corn of Howell County introduced a bill in the 
legislature which would require the University of 
Missouri to set up a four-year medical school with 
the last two clinical years at West Plains. 

The University of Missouri Crippled 
Children's Service 

The Crippled Children's Service, first established 
in 1927, was closed in 1942 because of the lack of 
an orthopaedic surgeon. When Dr. Williams J. 
Stewart returned after World War II, the service was 
reopened. Dr. Stewart had been serving overseas as 
a colonel in the Army Medical Corp. At that time, 
the Crippled Children's Service included 35 beds. As 
many as a thousand crippled children were on the 
waiting list for care in the 1940s. The university also 
supervised the Blosser Home in Marshall, Missouri, 
as a convalescent center for crippled children. 

Temporary Housing 

After World War II, temporary buildings sprung 
up all over the university campus to accommodate 
the increasing number of students. By 1948, there 
were 224 temporary buildings on the university cam
pus. During World War II, a large number of wood 
Army barracks were built on the site of the present 
medical center as well as North of Memorial 
Stadium. Although they were constructed as tem
porary dormatories, many of them were in use forty 
years later. Shown in the pictures are buildings 
North of the Medical Center which served as an 
overflow office space for the medical school and as 
temporary lodging for outpatients. 

These "temporary" structures were placed on the 
campus after World War II and were later used by 
the medical school housing many members of the 
department of medicine, tumor registry, department 
of dietetics and nutrition, and the medical illustration 
faculty. 

For years, my research space was one of these 
buildings as were offices for the department of 
medicine, nutrition, medical alumni services and the 
cancer registry. The buildings were removed for 
construction of the Otto Lottes Library. 
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This quonset hut, /lext to Noyes Hospital, was used for laboratory services. 

Some of the thirty~fil'e Army bO/Tacks that J01werly housed sinele and then mal7'ied students during the postwar 
enm/lment lUsh at Missouri. rhey were torn down to make way Jor the new medical school and hospital. 
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The class of 1943,flfry years later, on October 29, 1993, when they celebrated their fiftieth reunion. Front Row, left to 
right: James E. Bumgarner; William J. Shaw, Jr.; Edward L. Washi'!~ton; Wallace R. Stacey. Back Row: Milton M 
Ashley; Don F. Gose; Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr.; James 0. Davis; BedJord H. Berrey; Vernon F. Lightfoot. 

During World War II, a 
large number of wood Ar
my ba/mcks were built on 
the site of the present 
medical center as well as 
North o{ Mem01ial Sta
dium. Although they were 
constmcted as tempora/y 
dormat01ies, many of them 
were in use forty years 
later. Shown in the pictures 
are buildings north of the 
medical center which 
served as an ovelflow office 
space for the medical 
school and as tempora/y 
lodging for outpatients. 

For years, my research 
space was one of these 
buildings as were offices 
for the department of medi
cine, nutrition, medical 
alumni services and the 
cancer registlY. The buil
dings were removed {or 
constluction of the Otto 
Lottes Libra/Y . ..... 
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Many of the medical students,from the J 940s will remember their beloved 
Sgt. Tony Antimi. Sgt. Antimi tried to make good soldiers out of the 
medical students stationed at the old Knights of Columbus building on 
College Avenue. On several occasions, as an invited guest, Sgt. Antimi 
went along with the medical students and Dr. Neal when Dr. Neal had an 
autopsy to perform. I remember Sgt. AntimiIor his prowess in the J 930s 
as a member of the Twilight League baseball competition. He was a great 
shortstop. (/ was a batboy for the Columbia Tribune team.) Today, 
Columbia:S Columbia-Cosmopolitan Recreation Area Complex is named 
a/ler Antimi. A good/riend. Sgt. Antimi is still in good hea/th and quite 
active. Louis P. "Tony" Antim~~pent 27 years in tile Almy and served in 
World War II and tire Korean War. For tllil1y-nine years, he worked/or 
the City o/Columbia. Oul'/avorile Sergeant is 90 ),ears old, but is still 
active and recently won the Boone County "Older Worker Award. " -



Dan Gish Stine, M.D. 
A Rock of Gibraltar 

Dan G. Stine as an unde~raduate student at 
the University ofMissourl in 1906. 
Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Missouri 

A History of our medical school would not be 
complete unless it pointed to the very sizeable 
contributions of Dr. Dan G. Stine. 

Dan Gish Stine was born October 24, 1883, in 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Dr. Stine was the son of a 
Christian Church minister. He played high school 
football. He graduated from the University of Mis
souri's two-year medical school in 1909 with an A. 
B. degree and then transferred to Harvard where he 
was awarded the M.D. degree in 1911. He was a 
house officer at the Massachusetts General Hospital 
for two years before entering private practice in 
Quincy, Illinois, where he served as chief of staff at 
Blessings Hospital. He returned to Columbia in 1916 
as an associate professor of clinical medicine. In 
1930, he became director of medical services at the 
university hospital. 

After coming to Columbia as one of the best 
trained physicians in Missouri, Dr. Stine quicklyes
tablished himself and was a highly successful and 

popular physician. Dr. Stine maintained a medical 
practice on the fourth floor of the Guitar Building 
until his retirement. (Dr. Stine delivered me as one 
of the first babies born at the Boone County Hospital 
on June 1, 1922.) Dr. Stine was a large, imposing 
ph~sician, generally serious, but well-loved by his 
patients. 

In 1956, an oil portrait of Dr. Stine was given to 
the University of Missouri by his colleagues and 
patients. At the presentation ceremonies, Powell B. 
McHaney, president of the board of curators, praised 
Dr. Stine's contributions toward the re-establishment 
of the medical school. Dr. Stine had retired a year 
earlier, in 1955, because of failing health. The 
university awarded him an emeritus professorship 
and he was emeritus director of the Student Health 
Service. 

Standing in front of Parker Hospital during the early 
J~20s are lefito nght: Dean Guy Noyes. Dr. Dan G. 
Stine. Dr. Jostes and Dr. A. W. Kampschmidt (V6). 

Curator McHaney told the gathering that, "I 
know ~f no man who has contributed so much to the 
establishment of our great four-year medical school 
~ Dr. Stine. The fo~-year medical school is par
ticularly an accomphshed fact. While Dr. Stine was 
not obviously active in the legislative session where 
~e appr~priations were authorized, his labor and 
I~terest I? the m~dical school was largely respon
Sible for Its location and authorization." McHaney 
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, 
A rer. 14t·h renhtf')' 'ranlla.tion tllin ,:.alin of lhrf'r wnrkl'O b,' 'hco Ci"N"k "h~· :-i \"l'I Ii . G ... I~n. · 

" 'h" Ih'pd in the lP.COutl f'Cllt"~· . ha. befll lin'n h. the' Ullh-rr,it, or ~h~!'(' \I;"i \trdi,"al l '('nt('r 
libf'll,,' by Dr. Dan G. S"n~. rc-tirwrd Columhia Ilh,'!ciri;m IUttf dir('(-ICW ('mt.·rilu~ ,.f .ltt' !1-tUrlt"'lIt ht".llth 
N:r\' ll"f" a' the ulJh·cntt,.. Dr. Stint' Mid tiN" ,. .. rr. ' "nlulUC" wa!C "'''CIUirM il\ P .. ri~ \1\ .1 frit~I'c1 :~t' I" 
4ft yea,.,. .,0. Shuw" at thr prt"l("l itHtitm art' Ur. Slim' , :<'('lItcrl HI rich1. and Willi",," 'K . Ik~,1t,· . Ir"111 
I~rt. MNtiMlI C'cnlt-I" lihntrban: .... t' s tandi"u Ie-II 10 ria:hl. Dr. Ik-rhs A. W~Uall. c'hairm<t'; ,, ; ;ltt' 
hlt..,lIelll IiIlrhr,' "OIlimilft'f' : Dr. RHh.h f'"rkrr. uni"rr:o:ity lihr;.ri .. n : 0 .. . L('\\'i:- .\lh('rtt'li. ,.. .. l·rN:It\· 

' .f the t'niversity F'ri('I ,d!rro t.f tM Lihr •• " ,: ;md Or . \ "t"rntHI t:. Wil~", " rI .. all It' tht' mNtk.tl :'t.,,,,,;. 
,"d dl~("tfJr 1)1' .ti(' ",MlIe·1t1 ("f'III~r, 1)r SH"e" n'~iJ:'~M in 19.19 II' rlirrt'tur nf mt-diC'al 14.' 1'\ i4.·r~ ip 
th .. l:ni\'f~r~ jt~· h'Ifo.,ilnl ... lId of Studt ...... II .. jlll"f\' k-D and .. pru'"", nf Olt"dil"in(' , lie." rrlircd 

th~ .. ~·th ~ medi"'irw in '1'-':' 

TM Dan G. SliM portrait fund COIIIIfIitl~ ptWenled to 1M Ulliwni'Y. of MWouri a J1t!':Irait of Dr. Dan Gi.Jh Stine, 
"FOfUfIkr,for OW!l" l/tiny ~ director. aitd now director elfWrilll$ Ofl~ Student HitIlth Service at 1M U";wnity of 
MWovrl,proff!UOrofrri«lit:iMf~~oftherllfiwnityfrom1916101949.".4II~J»:eSentation.remarlawere 
matk b)! P~II McHmrey and HIIIN!r Ellu. The Chairman ofthi CO""";II~ was William H Becker. along with Mr. C. 
C. Bowling. T. .4. Brady. George X Trimble and H. J. Waten. 
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""';11(, H('(l(l~ ill. U. (.;O""11;IIce 

To PllIll (;ourse for ProlJosed 
Four-Year Medical School 

IIr. Ihn G. Stine 

r Dr. Pred~rick A. Mlddl.bush . . 

I pr •• ld.nt of thr. Univer~ity of 11fi,- . 
5Oul'l he ... announCed toda,' that · 
hr had named Dr. Dan G.' Stin •• 
direct,,. of the medical and studrnt ' 

f health servlce~ at th, university. : 

I u head of a committee to prepare 
a detailed program for the pro- I 
()O!Ied rour-yrar medical coursr at 
the uninrslty here and Dr. Stine' 
declared Ihat work on the program ' 
already il< under ,,·ay. . 

Other members of the committee ' 
ara Dr. Dudley S. Conley. dean of 
thr presrnt school of medicine. 
v.hich offers " two-~'ear cou"e: 
Dr M. Pinson Neal and Dr. Edwin 
C. Schmidtke. mrmbeno of the pr .. -
ent medical frculty; Leslie Cowan 
And Dr. Elmer Ellis. "Ice presidenls ' 
of the unlve .. it~·. and F.. A. Tro,,'- , 
brldg~. dean of I he Mir.<ourl rol-
1~l:e of .grlrultur~. 
• 01'. Stine SAid he had dh'ldrd Ihr 
committee Inlo .Ix sllb-commUtees 
in order to faCilitate the "·ort. and 
that one of Ihe subcommittees al
ready I. .tlld~·jnK the curriculum 
for Ihe four-year medleal school. 
Riving consideration to Ihe propoMI 
Ihal lime be allo"'ed for m~dkal 
.tlldenu 10 •• rn an apprentlce
shl" und.r a doctor In rllral Mls-
50url 1.0 familiarize them "'jlh I he 
problr·ms of rural practice. wit h I he 

! hopr that the pll n "'111 go far 
lo,,'ard reUp"lng Ih~ short aile of 
rural practitioners In the "ate. 

Thts committee "'ilI aLco consider 
the method of selecting a facility 
for Ihe school . bul " 'ilI not be con
c.rnrd ,.·\th Ihe aclua' prrscnnrl. 

ADothPf subcommlttre i. "'orkin~ 
on hpalfh ("xten~ion ~~n·i('Ps. rt
fr~shpr rOUr5f\~ anc1 mobile c1isprn~. 
:tr-v \ : nit~ anti ~till Anothrr i~ 
('h":ugrd 'Aith mRkina. IrrAI'1J:tll1rnt:a: 
,,·ith h03pitaL.. barh .. alc-oo.lled 
~nd nth~rs, for lISf" of Ihp!!' ctilli- . 

. C"~l (arHitie,-. Otilf~r COr.l:liit:r!\· · 
i IHP ron~idcnn~ flxl,.ln:-:ion of lilr . 
',IIni'·~r~It~··, """ hospital fnrilit ie, 
.IId ,.·lth inl~Rraling Ihe "nh'~r -

i ,ily ·. pro~r'am "'lIh lit. "'ork of 
ot.hf'r .'-Ialc :.nd (NttT:11 :.c.pl\ctr.c . ' 

August 4, J 945 - President Middlebush appointed committee 
to iJraw up plans for new four-year medical school 

,.ecalled, "In 1943, Dr. Stine was appointed by the· 
board of CuratOIS to conduct a survey relative to the 
need for a four-year school and its location. It was 
from this study that the so-called Missouri Survey, 
since adopted by the state legislature, evolved. So, 
several years before our own state adopted Dr. 
Stine's recommendation," McHaney continued, 
"other states had done so. And fmally, Missouri did 
likewise. It will always stand as a tribute to him and 
his sincerity of purpose." The oil portrait was done 
by Scott McNutt of St. Louis. 

The picture on the next page shows Dr. Stine 
receiving the medical school's highest award, the 
Citation of Merit at the Medical Alumni 
luncheon in Kansas City in 1957. He was the 
second recipient of the award, following Dr. 
Arthur McComas. To Dr. Stine's right is his 
wife, Ellen. They had one daughter. On the far 
right in the photograph is Dr. Frank O. Mays, 
president of the Alumni Association. 

Dean Pullen is sitting on Mrs. Stine's right 
and next to him is Dr. Knight of Kansas City. 
Dr. Knighthad been a prominent four-sports 
lettennan at the university prior to entering the 
Medical School. Sitting on Dr. Stine's left is Dr. 
M. Pinson Neal who had been presented with a 
book of letters from former students expressing 
gratitude for his many years of service as a 
~~. . 
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Surgery Department - circa 1958 

Medical School Alumni Awards banquet. Spring 1957: Dr. Stine was the second Citation o{Merit recipient. Left to right 
are Dr. John Knight of Kansas City. Dean Roscoe Pullen. Mrs. Ellen Stine. Dr. Stine. Mr. Frank Eshen. Dr. Frank G. 
Mays and Dr. M. P. Neal. who had just received a bOok of letters from his former students. 
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;lSITV OF ;IS~(')""f.f1 

COLUW . .... 

Dr. Stine to play key role 

INTER.DE",ARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE 

August 4, 1':145 

Dr. Dan G. Stine 
TO 125 Student Health Center 

SUB.JECT: 

My dear Dr. Stine: 

Persuant to the Board order of July 27, 
I am appointing the tollowing committee to draw 
up detailed plans, as indicated by the Board, 
tor the tour-year medical program: 

DR. DAN G. STINE (CHAIRMAN) 
DEAN D. S. CONLEY 
DR. 11.. P. NEAL 
DR. EDWllI C. SCIDUDTKE 
YR. LESLIE COWAN 
PROF. E. A. TROWBRIOOE 
DR. ELMER ELLIS 

I am enclosing herewith the copy ot the 
Board order, which outlines in part the directions 
to the above oommittee. 

I trust that you will ~ooept service on this 
oommittee. 

With kindest personal regards, I beg to 
remain 

Faithfully yours, 
/ , / / / 

;Z-~~~/ 
<' 

INVITATION TO ATTEND 

The Presentation Cerenwny 

honoring 

Dan Gish Stine, MD. 

JUNE 5, 1956 

4:30 P.M. 
MEMORIAL UNION 

ROOM 201 
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BOARD OF ctJ1I.U'OBS - Zul.7 28, ~94) 

the Pre.lden~ of the UnlTer.lty agaln brought up the pro~em 
or ~he wrrl4Nlua In the Sohool. ot lIedlolne (tor preTiou. report. 
ot the Pre.ldent ot the UnlTer.lty on thl. probl. .. , ... minute. 
ot the Board of Curator. of 'ebruary 27 and lIay 11, 194)) and ad
Tiae' the Board ot the neoe.a1ty ot tOnllulating tor the UnlTere1ty 
a 'et1Blte pol107 ln ragard to the ertent of the UnlTerelty'. par
tlolpa~lon ln .. 41oal eduoatlon and the oonditlone under whloh the 
proc:na .hould be oarried on if lt ls to be expanded. He .tated 
tha~ betore de~el'll1n1nc ouoh a po1107, ln Tiew ot the many oOlllplex 
probl_. lnT01Ted and the oonfllcting .olutlon. propo.ed, a aUrT.,., 
1nalu41Dc ~ po .. l~e aolu~lon. ot the lI.dloal Sohool program, 
ahould be .. de. !hl. ourTOy, the Pr •• ld.nt .tated, ahould oOTer, 
-nc other polnt., the following: 

(a) the ben pl.an of organlzation tor tho aon ettectl Te 
proc:na of .edloal tralnlne; 

(b) tho tutur. of the ~wo-year •• dloal aohool; 

(0) the po •• lbility of contlnulng the two-year oourae 
In tonllal oaablnatlon with oertaln exlatlng tour
Tear .ohool.; 

(d) the neoe •• lty ot haTin: the entlre four-year program 
a~ the ..... 1te, b •• au.e ot reoent ohanc •• ln the 
• .-hod. ot lnnruotlon ot medioal .tudenta; 

(e) ~he n •• d tor dootor. ln the rural areaa of lIiaBouri. 

(t) tho t1nano1al OOIELitaoDt. inTOlT.d in tho .. intenano. 
of a nandard tour-year .edio.l. ourri4Nlum. 

~er .on.ld.rable eli.ou.alon ot tho whole problem, with par
ti4Nlar .-pha.i. upon the Tiew that the graduation ot more dootor. 
would, i. it.elt, not oupply addltional praotitioner. to the rural 
ar.a. ot Ili •• ouri, ~he plan ot prooedure outllned by the Pree1dent 
... approTed wi~h the under.tantine ~hat tho .tudy plaoe .peoial 
.-pIaaoia on tho .ean., it &J11', through whioh graduate. ot the 
."1~ Sohool a&7 be lndueed to praotioe ln the rural. area. ot 
Iliaaouri. 

The minutes of the board of curators for July 28, 1943 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

Dr. Dan G. St1ne 
Student Health Center 

Dear Dr. St1ne. 

JanuarJ 19, 1946 

Your aub-co.-1ttee app01nted to atudJ the cost ot the 
expan.10n ot the ex1st1ng Uo1veraltJ Ho.pltala aub~ta the 
folloY1ng report: 

Tbe Co-.1ttee haa aaaumed that the acheduled develop
ment ot the School ot Mediclne Prograa v1l1 be .uch that 
tbe coaplete and ultlaate phJslcal plant vl11 not be re
qu1red at the beglnning ot the four-Jear program, but that 
1n.tead tbe plant ¥~ll be peraltted to grov vlth the develop
ment ot the Sgh... . ot Medlc1ne, ao that bJ the tlae the pro
gra. 1. 11l .11':' . .., operatlon the requlred phJslcal plant 
vl11 be aY{ _ ~e. It th1a plan la tolloved, a amaller 101-
tlal appropr~.tlon vl11 be requlred. Aa the needa for the 
additlonal hoapltal facl1ltles lncreaae the plant can be 
lncreaaed accordinglJ. It 1. posalble that the ult1aate 
hoepltal vl11 contaln aa aanJ aa 500 teach1ng beda aDd that 
the chl1dreaa hoapltal vl11 lncreaae to 200 bed •• 

GKRERAL TEACHING HOSPITAL 

Act1ng on the assumptlon outllned above, Jour Coaa1ttee 
auggeata tor tbe lo1t1al constructlon, the central portlon ot 
a teachlng bospltal to acco .. odate 250 beds lnclud1ng publlc 
cllo1c, reaearch tloor comparable to the Cancer Hoapltal and 
contalo1ng 70,000 cublc feet, Ut111tles (ate .. , vater, etc.) 
8 operatlng roo .. , x-raJ, both dlagnostlcal and treatment, 
kltchen, laundrJ, etc., but not lncludlng a pover house. It 
ls estlaated that the cost ot such a central unlt vl11 be ap
proxiaatelJ $1,750,000.00. (It la diftlcult tor the Archltect 
and Englneers to make accurate cost estlaatea at thla tlme 
due to tbe uncertalntJ ot tbe ava1labl1ltJ of labor and ma
terlals. ) 

The plan for expanding clinical facilities 

This somewhat historical document is a report of the sub-committee to study the expansion of existing 
University Hospita! facilities_ It is !ntere~ting th~t a ,children's ~ospital was suggested in 1946, almost fifty 
years before MU dId create the ChIldren s HospItal 111 the medIcal center. 
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Dr. Dan G. Stine -2- Januar), 19. 19-'6 

CHILDRRn'S HOSPITAL 

The Committee suggesta. in addit10n to the general teach-
1ng hoap1ta1 beg1nning unit. the construction or a chi1dren'a 
hoapital containing 50 beds to be eennected b)' a paaaageva)' 
to the teach1ng hoap1ta1. Thia building vou1d conaiat on1), 
or one r100r to e11ainate the uae or e1evatora. tbereb), pro
Y1d1ng the children'. roo.a w1th .are eaai1)' acoeaaib1. gar
dena and p1a), .pace. It ia eat1 .. ted that th. oo.t or auch 
a unit will be approxi .. te1)' $}OO.ooo.oo. 

1lUR5B5' HOME 

The Co.m1tt.e rurther asau ... that a nur ••• • home ¥ill 
be required ror the atarr or nur •••• and that ror th. pre.eat. 
approximatel), 80 auraea will be required. The coat ot .uoh 
a aurae.' home ror a atarr or 80 aur.e. 1a eat1.-xed to be 
$2"0.000.00. 

Allor the above r1gurea ino1ude ru11 equip.ant and archi-
tectural reea. --~. 

Reapectru11), auba1tte~ 

nPAJISIOIf OP/l$XISTIIG U1fIVBRSI'l'Y 
HOsltTAL PAC IJ/.ITIBS COIOlI'I"l'D 

c/ /' 
Le~W~a1Naa 

n .. r E111. 

, ~~.~l;;;k.J--
(

E. C. SCjdtlce . 

~~ M. P. Ileal / 

A children s hospital was included in the plan (1947). Fifty years later, it would become a 
reality. 
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This velY significant letteroJDr. Stine to President Middlebush on March 10. 1943. was effective in blunting the actions 
oJtheJew remainingJaculty members who. Dr. Stine argued. did not represent the consensus oJtheJaculty oJthe School 
oj Medicine - especially since so many were serving in World War II 

Pre.l" at F. A. 14 ah 
1011 .... 
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Pr •• 1d nt 1ddl bush -2-

/Jr. Stine wrote to President Middlebush to convince him that Dean Conley had 
el7'ed in indicating faculty favored having clinical years in Kansas City. 
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-3- c 10, 19"3 

ar ln..all town. a la the varalty t WlaconaLn, 
the Unl .... rll1ty r ch1 ,the III era1ty ot I 

varsity ot V1l'l1n1a. 0801'&18 1., at pr aent. tr)'
ina to oaf,a l1sb Ita laat two year. thr u • prof:l'u ot 
thia kind. 

It the tJll1.,.rl1 tJ' "0 a t 11 1 tallt of thia 
opportulll't)" the control t in the . til w111 
plaoed in th. ba.Dl2a or tederallJ'-1U ported til rd 
or th, • by pol1t1c18 and. rvle.d b7 0-
l1t1oall7 ap Lnted pbyalolanl. 

The/our-year medical school would be a major influence all/ural health care. 
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P a1 t 1.0, 19-43 

"Future of university involved" 
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The business office of the university estimated 
the cost of maintaining a 250-bed hospital at 
$490,000. "We have arrived at this figure by using 
the national average per bed cost of constructing a 
hospital to be $6,500 (architect in Chicago, Karl 
Erickson), multiplied by 250 beds, making a total 
construction cost of $1,625,000. 

"Since the basis for computing the estimated 
annual operating cost of a 250-bed hospital is thirty 
percent of the cost of construction, the total yearly 
operating expenditures would amount to ap
proximately $490,000." 

It was emphasized that the plan of operation of 
the state general hospital "shall be so designed as not 
to interfere with the relationship of any county or 
private hospital with its county court. It should 
provide the means of offering the medical profession 
of the state hospital service in those special branches 
of medicine and surgery that are not available in the 
small community hospitals and to render this service 
to the physicians whose patients cannot afford these 
special services if locally available." 

By January 19, 1946, Dr. Stine's subcommittee 
dealing with the study of costs of expansion of the 
University Hospital made its report. Mr. Leslie 
Cowan was the chairman of the committee along 
with Elmer Ellis, Dr. Edwin Schmidtke and Dr. M. 
Pinson Neal. It should be noted that a children's 
hospital was included in the planning along with a 
nurses home. It was almost half a century later, in 
1993, that a children's hospital was finally es
tablished within the University Hospital. 

On July 28, 1943, President Middlebush brought 
before the board of curators the need to resolve six 
major issues before proceeding further toward the 
development of the four-year medical school. 

Cost of Maintaining a 
250 Bed Hospital 

In early April 1944, President Middlebush 
requested that Dean Conley and Dr. Stine visit the 
medical school of Tennessee at Memphis, the Medi
cal School of Wisconsin at Madison and the Univer
sity of Illinois Medical School in Chicago. He also 
suggested that they might visit the University of 
Iowa if they were not familiar with that institution. 
They had their report ready by June 6, 1944. 

Chief of Stalf 

Dr. Edwin C. Schmidke was a member of the committee 
appoJnted to ~raw detailed pit;lnS for the four-year 
medical school In J 945. Dr. Schmldke was an outstanding 
surgeon in E.rivate practice in Columbia and was also 
chiil of staffof the hospital. He was highly respected. 
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Dr. ~til1e Quits M. l /·. Studellt 
Health Service., Call~ Pal'ker 
Hospital Building Fi,·c Ilazard 
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Dr. Stine resigned as student health chief 

I 

!Dr. 
I 

Dan, G. Stine Dies; 
Served ~1. V. 44 Yellrs 

Dr. Dan G. Stine, 78, prom
inent Columbia ph~'sician and 
professor emeritus of medicine 
and director emeritus of the 
Student Health Service at the 
University of Missouri, dicd 
carl~' this morning at Univer
sity Hospital. He had bcen ill 
for scveral months. 

Dr. Stine, who was a grad
uate of the University of Mis
souri and the Harvard Medical 
School, served thE.' University 
of Missouri in medicine almost 
continuously from 1911 until 
his retiremcnt from practice in 
1953-a total of 44 years. 

He was n:lmed an associate 
profcssor of Iltedicinc whcn hc 
returncd to Missouri from Har
vard. A year latcr ·hc became 
a full professor . and in 1930 
\l'a:, 'appointed director of the 
Student Health Service. which 

.nr. nan G. Stin~ became unusual in the scope 
-----.: of service which it o/ferro <III 

Dr. Stine died May 28, 1962, at the University Hospital. 
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Stine Appointed to Plan Curriculum 
for 4-Year Course 

Dr. Stine was appointed to head the MU com
mittee to plan the course of the proposed four-year 
medical school. In an article in the Columbia 
papers, Dr. Stine stated that one of the six subcom
mittees of his is studying the curriculum for the four
year medical school, giving "consideration to the 
proposal that time be allowed for medical students to 
serve an apprenticeship under a doctor in rural 
Missouri to familiarize them with the problems of 
rural practice, with the hope that the plan will go far 
toward relieving the shortage of rural practitioners in 
the state." 

Also on the committee was Dr. Edwin C. 
Schmidtke. Dr. Schmidtke was a prominent and 
highly successful Columbia surgeon who operated at 
both Noyes Hospital and Boone County Hospital. 
Dr. Schmidtke was one of the first "modem-day" 
surgeons to locate here in the mid- to late-1940s. He 
was a popular teacher in the two-year medical school 
curriculum. It was a great loss to the entire com
munity when he died in the early 1950s. (At one 
point, in 1952, Dr. Schmidtke asked me to join him 
in his surgical practice.) 

Dr. Stine resigned in 1949 as Director of 
Medical Services at the University Hospitals and 
Student Health Services. 

Shown on the first page of this chapter is an 
early photograph of Dr. Stine outside of Parker 
Hospital. To his right is Dean Guy Noyes and on the 
far left of Dr. Stine is Dr. A. W. Kampschrnidt. Dr. 
Kampschmidt was a long-time practicing physician 
in Columbia and taught in the medical school. He 
was born in Gerald, Missouri, on September 7, 1875. 
Dr. Kampschmidt graduated from the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine in 1906 and had a 
medical practice in Columbia for 43 years. He 
retired August 1, 1948. He served Columbia as its 
city physician for 13 years. Dr. Kampschmidt died at 
age 82 on April 7, 1958. He is buried in Columbia's 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Dr. Stine died at age 78 on May 28, 1962. He 
had been ill for several months. He died at the 
University Hospital and is buried at Columbia 
Cemetery. Dr. Stine served the University of Mis
souri for almost 44 years. He was an excellent 
teacher, an outstanding administrator, and a highly 
successful physician. In spite of his many activities, 
he maintained an interest in research and published 
a number of significant papers. For many years, Dr. 

/JI'. h(/lIII'-~/ ·//llIi"'. 
fo,./I//,I' (.'0/",1I1,;a 
Ph.riiicit//I. h /J/'lId 

O. :\ . W . l\;t,nl~ I' Io: · ·" idl. :'~ . ,. 
~ ph .\ .<U"8" i : . I ', ·!wnh ,;. rll" " ';' :'.\ 
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r;,.r .. lrt '.11 "'r', "" 'll liC'r i , 13i,·,_ I., 
.he I;.'" f, ",·rj",.u'k llIlrl ":1 ..... :. 
KoCIS" "' r ... "p~dl,,\it'H . 'n WUt1. lit 
m ;II'ri('tt ttl,. f o rmtt MIJI IJ I' II"II 

! .~~I;t· ~~ f.K~~;~~~~m i~~"'~:~"'~'~ 
f!'tt fn.m II ... emu'nil)' ur \li"M'I,. 

I ri ,!wht,,,! nr 1l1l'ttirillt' in I!)ufl anef 
hMI l nu'dh'<l1 IIr::"tic(' h"l"t' (.11 
"3 .V(':U·!'I He- relll'c'tI ;\ :: :.: 11,,1 1 

11!I"A. Alld mew .. '" til thr h. "ne' I I I 

h is jlll"· i r, . I .... )I1i tI.'1u.lh1l'r . :\lr 
· and \t' JII. Hilbert T (~. ''':t:.:j ll ·f I! 
i llr 8"1",('11", ," . p;c. fir ab" .~"(\ 
1 rei 13 .n·",")' a:c d!~ r'n·,.i" 'l1 
: l"uni\ ", .. I .,t · ,.in"'~ hl ;ol ·!;u.: I.II ·r 
· j,wl,,';, · I ~I;"''''' 11I· •• I IH-'·~ . flo ' ., \ ~ 

to,; ., lu, ,,· I0 ·,.;oi l. I,"!I' .' " 1.;. : ''' ' 1' ' 
!wh ... , id l ... . ,j J. b l w "I",1 K ; . ... n 
"C"I" ,.~ 1'" ;,, ;. i , .. '.- I'i' : •. " "' ~.~ •. i(" 
,.a " ..... "" .·:.1 . "' ! . al ; ,., r.ni'llr 

,: :, ' .. '. " 

':' ::1., i ' I:: . ' "" " P'", . _" t I ii .. , I .• 
~I' :I"~ \\ i l ! l ,c ' ;,1 :! I' ,,\ f. l · : '~ 

' 11' r ;" ;,, , ' ! ,· !l:.!'.·1 WIll ; l !o,· 10." 
(, '. K I .f ,, _" " ·'· nflit'i.1I i lll.: nU"1:I~ 

' will t>e' u. \ It' ," .. nlll I' •• I!. ('C'rnc · 
I('r~ 

I :\.-Ti , t' : ... ·, : · e';IIC'r ~ \'.11 Iof' 1I;H·j · 
· " . ~ ( ; f ~i ''' '''' ' ,... ,,,, .. H; ,n" ~ 'I" , 

DI'. c.:. r . t ;iJc,1t , p,', nc''''' '' '; II 
IliIt, C""pt'I' ( ·"n .. " .. 'lI i 1 ' t'f~ 
Ih,lt"", ., ... IIcn;tn, JI:llIh";;lI'! •• \ill 
h(! nr Dan (; , ~Ijllf', D,-. (" I ;·!ltj, 

n. Brllne:. Or lIu£!h SfcophC'IIl'''" ' 
... r . Jllhlt Alii"", Tr,," ;\11'''11 , (,,,I. 
(' S, Uark .hire, Dr, n, S , G;I! 
h'r~ h~ ' , Dr. \\'. ('. emli,. . [), II 
!.. K\~m"J'I,'r and nf, L4:-IIII(.rd 
HIoII"lcm:ll1, 

("lIlI l rihu'IIIII !Io jh m('n.nn ' r,f Dr . 
Kaml'w'hlll i fil I 'a~' I", milCh- I" Ihl' 
Uni\ ('r!l it~ nf 1\.' t~ i mMi,·.,1 
Sd 1001 t·"lIIdii ti. . 

Class of 1906 

and Mrs. Stine would spend 
their weekends at their home 
on the Lake of the Ozarks. 
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Dr. Stine was a leading physician in Columbia Jor 
more than Jour decades. 

Dr. Stine was founder andJor over thirty years director oj 
the Student Health Services oJthe University oJMissouri. 
He was a proJessor oj medici ne and Jaculty member oJthe 
university (rom /9/6 to /949. He is shown here in his 
office at lfie student health service. 
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The University of Missouri 
Board of Curators 

Takes Action 

Throughout its history, the University of 
Missouri has been governed by a board of 
curators that has attracted many of the leading 
citizens of Missouri. The board members are 
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the 
Senate. Fortunately, over the years, board 
members have viewed their appointment with 
great seriousness and have demonstrated 
repeatedly that a board of curators member does 
not represent a specific constituency in the state, 
but instead, the board member represents the 
people of Missouri, statewide. 

Earlier Physicians 
Who Have Served On The Board 

of Curators 

Almost from the very beginning, a physician 
served on the board of curators. Dr. William H. 
Duncan, a Columbia physician, was selected as 
treasurer of the board when it met in 1841. 
Duncan made his first report to the board in 
November 1841. Duncan apparently had a very 
checkered career. He and the first president of 
the university, Hiram Lathrop, did not get along. 
Duncan, in July 1855, resigned his position as 
treasurer but was appointed a curator by the 
governor to take the place of E. E. Bass of 
Columbia. During the Civil War, Duncan did 
not take the "convention" of loyalty to the 
Union and for that reason was removed from the 
board of curators. Subsequently, he was 
atTested, aITaigned for treason and taken to St. 
Louis for trial. He was shortly after that released 
and returned to Colwnbia. 

When Duncan resigned his treasurer position 
on the board of curators, another Columbia 
physician, Dr. Walter T. Lenoir, was chosen to 
succeed him. Lenoir served as treasurer from 
1862. In 1873, he became a member of the 
board of curators and served until 1875. Lenoir 
died in 1919, over 90 years of age. He had been 
a son-in-law of James Shannon, the third 
president of the university. His own son-in-law 

was later to be Dr. Frank G. Nifong, one of 
Columbia's pioneer physicians and surgeons. 

Dr. Arithony Wayne Rollins was a member 
of the first board of curators. He was a 
Columbia physician whose son James S. Rollins 
is regarded as "the Father of the University." Dr. 
A. W. Rollins died in 1845. 

One of the relatively few physicians to have 
served on the board of curators of the University 
of Missouri was John Conley Patrish. He served 
from 1906 to 1917. 

He had graduated from the new American 
College (Virginia) in May 1877. When Miss
ouri's Medical School discontinued its four-year 
program, Patrish wrote to Governor Herbert S. 
Hadley that the medical school should be moved 
to one of the larger cities of the state (1909). 

In 1923, however, Dr. J. C. Jones, president 
ofthe university, and Guy L. Noyes, dean ofthe 
medical school, received Dr. Patrish's support 
for the full four-year course of medicine in 
Columbia. On October 27, 1924, Dean Noyes 
wrote Dr. Patrish as follows: 

Dear Dr. PatTish: 

I am well aware that very largely by 
reason of your initiative and presentation 
of the needs of medical education there 
stands on the campus today completed 
the general hospital that was provided 
for in appropriation by the fifty-first 
General Assembly. This of itself is 
enough for you to have done, but we are 
facing a crisis at this time in which I am 
impelled to appeal to you to know if you 
can see your way clear to do anything to 
impress upon Governor Hyde the urgent 
necessity of releasing at the earliest 
possible moment the funds that are now 
withheld out of appropriations made by 
the last legislature. 

The medical building remains un
completed. The appropriation for the 
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M. U. Board 
Acts to Keep 

Med. School 
F~ors Colunlbia and 
Proposes Expansion to 

Class of 100 
ST. LOUIS, April l3-The Uni_ 

versity of Missouri board of cura
tors reaffirmed a decision made 
last November that the proposed 
four-year medical school should 
be located in Columbia and at a 
meeting today proposed to in
crease size of the school to pro
vide for 100 graduates a year in
stead of 75. 

There was "no vote taken on a 
proposal by Dr. Glenn Hendren 
of Liberty to reconsider the No

I vember action. He had asked for 
I reconsideration, but no motion 

\ was made and no vote was taken. 

I On another proposal to appoin~ 
. a special committee to prepare 
' propo~ed ~egislation, to. se~ up a 

The board 0/ curators reaffirmed its previous decision. 

The Kansas City Star repo,.ted on the curators 6-2 vote in/avoro/the 
Columbia location o/theJour-year school. (Mr. Conwell Carlson was 
one o/the leading medical science reporters in Americanjournalism.) 
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1M. U. MEDIC SITE 
Icurators Vote 6 to 2 in Favor 

of Columbia for ... Year 
School. 

'AT COST OF 24 1·2 MILLION 
A Minority Finding for Estab

lishment in Kansas Cit>.; 
Is Rejected. 

AFTER A LONG STUDY. 
Project Here Would Have Rea 

quired Expenditure of Only 
IOYz Million. 

By CONWELL CARLSON. 
IA Member 0/ The star's Stall.) 

St. Louis, Nov. 17.
Curators of the Univer .. 
sity of Missouri today 
voted 6 to 2 for a majority 
report that urged estab .. 
,lishment of a 4-year med
','ical school in Columbia. 

Two curators. Str~" SharIf'} 
of Kansas City ;In ' Glf'nn 
W. Hendren, Liberty II . 'siciall, 
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hospital has been exhausted and the funds 
for the laboratories are absolutely exhausted. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Guy Noyes 

Thirty-five thousand dollars had been 
appropriated for Parker Hospital, but ten thousand 
dollars were held up by the legislature. Only twenty
five hundred of the six thousand dollars appropriated 
for the medical library were delivered and comple
tion of the medical building was twenty-two thous
and dollars short of the thirty thousand dollar 
appropriation. 

July 1945 

At the meeting of the board of curators on July 
27, 1945, the board ordered that "The four-year 
course in the University of Missouri School of 
Medicine, reduced to two years in 1909, later 
enlarged to four years and again reduced to two 
years in 1932, be resumed again at the seat of the 
state university at Columbia as soon as necessary 
funds are provided for the complete program." 

The board also said that the program would 
include not only provision for the training of doctors, 
primarily for general practice with special 
opportunities for expansion in rural areas but also 
the training of personnel needed in the state's 
medical and health services. A general health 
extension service to the state at large, patterned after 
the agricultural extension service, was ordered. A 
system of apprenticeships (patterned after the 
Wisconsin preceptor plan) requiring senior medical 
students to study for a short extra period the actual 
practice of medicine in rural Missouri communities 
was directed. 

The order of the board of curators also provided 
for "the expansion of the existing university hospital 
facilities to include a moderate size state teaching 
hospital and a small hospital especially designed for 
the crippled children's services." 

Special Committee of the Curators 
Reports on the School of Medicine 

On November 8 1950, a special committee of 
the board of curato~ reported to the board on their 

recommendations for the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine. The committee consisted of 
Roscoe Anderson, chairman, John W. Wolpers and 
Dr. Glen Hendren. (Dr. Glen Hendren gave a minor
ity report.) This was an especially significant report 
in that it not only reviewed past actions of the board 
of curators on this matter of concern, but it laid 
down a specific number of recommendations for the 
establishment of the four-year medical school on the 
Columbia campus that were eventually the basis for 
the establishment of the new four-year program. 

Your special committee, established in 
May 1949, to study and make recommenda
tions concerning the school of medicine at 
the University of Missouri recommends as 
follows: That the action taken by the board 
of curators in 1945, ordering the restoration 
of the last two years of the curriculum in 
medicine at the seat of the University of 
Missouri-Columbia be, and hereby is 
reaffirmed, and that steps be taken 
immediately to implement this action. 

This reaffirmation of a decision made by 
the curators in 1945 is intended, so far as the 
committee is concerned, to commit the 
curators to a permanent and final decision on 
two matters; i.e., (I) that the University of 
Missouri should establish a four-year school 
of medicine, and (2) that the school be 
located on the main campus of the university 
at Columbia. The curators have had these 
matters under almost constant study since 
1909. Many exhaustive surveys have been 
conducted and all reasonable suggestions 
have been carefully and patiently 
considered. Further contention on either of 
these matters will serve only to postpone the 
establishment of this service which, we 
believe, the people of Missouri need and 
want. Therefore, your committee hopes that 
the present report, if accepted by the 
curators, will be deemed a final and 
irrevocable decision on the matters dealt 
with. 

The Board Committee Reviews Previous Action 

In this special report to the board, a resume of 

131 



132 

History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

A Study of 
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PROPOSED FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL 
oj th~ 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

MISSOURI STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

MAY, 1949 
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In May 1949, the Missouri State Medical Association issued its report 
concerning the location oj the proposed Jour-year medical school. 
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steps leading to the present recommendation was 
listed, which provided an historical perspective to 
the study that had been going on for almost fifty 
years. Their report reads as follows: 

Since the suspension of the last two years of 
the medical curriculum in 1909, the 
restoration of this curriculum has been given 
constant study and attention. The 
appropriation for Noyes Hospital was sought 
in 1920-21 for the purpose of restoring the 
clinical years in the school. This hospital 
was to have been the first unit in a university 
teaching hospital but other units were never 
provided for. In 1930, partly as a result of 
the recommendation of the State Survey 
Commission appointed by Governor Caul
field, the curators announced the restoration 
of the clinical years. 

As the president of the curators, Allen 
McReynolds, said in his address to the 
Jackson County Medical Association on 
June 28, 1949: 

Undoubtedly, this action was stimulated 
by the report made by the State Survey 
Commission, appointed by Governor 
Caulfield. This commission was charged 
with the responsibility of examining the 
situation of the institutions of the state, 
educational, penal and eleemosynary and the 
tax system. The chairman of the commission 
selected by the governor was Theodore 
Gary, who had previously rendered such 
excellent service as chairman of the highway 
commission. The technical advisers in the 
research were Doctors Strayer and 
Englehart, members of the Division of Field 
Studies of Columbia University, New York. 
The members of the commission, with the 
assistance of these gentlemen and their 
associates, made a careful study of the 
institutions of the state, including the 
University of Missouri. In the course of that 
study, the technical staff, among its other 
recommendations, made the following as to 
the school of medicine at the University of 
Missouri: 

The service of the school of medicine to 
the state is at present very greatly limited by 
virtue of its situation as a two-year 

institution. There are amply comprehensive 
data to show that the State of Missouri 
should provide a four-year medical 
curriculum at the university. Such a 
curriculum would necessitate increased 
expenditure for staff, buildings, equipment 
and maintenance. It is the judgment of the 
survey staff that the state should give serious 
consideration to the advisability of 
expanding its medical school with a view to 
providing an adequate program of medical 
education. 

In order to carry out the development of 
the medical school on a four-year basis, it 
will be necessary to build and maintain a 
hospital for clinical purposes. The increased 
facility of transportation in Missouri now 
thoroughly justifies the building of a state 
hospital at Columbia, which is centrally 
located. Such a hospital is not limited to the 
satisfaction of the needs of the medical 
school alone but would fulfill two distinct 
functions: (1) The first step in the solution of 
what is now generally recognized as a 
serious problem of inadequate hospitali
zation facilities for the large rural population 
of the state, and (2) the provision of clinical 
facilities for teaching and research in the 
field of medicine. Provision has been made 
in the statements elsewhere in this report of 
the building program of the university for 
such a hospital. 

But the curators were unable to carry out this 
policy due to lack of funds during the depression 
years. 

Constantly seeking to provide means for 
restoring the complete curriculum, the curators' 
efforts were temporarily blocked in 1937 when the 
state medical association in a report on the subject, 
said: 

The figures of Missouri's medical 
necessity show that Missouri is overpopu
lated with doctors in her larger centers, that 
the state has about the same distribution of 
doctors in the smaller centers as any other 
state in the Union, and that the conclusion 
would, therefore, be drawn that Missouri 
does not need another medical school. 

In 1945, after renewed study of the 
subject, the curators published their Survey 
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AND!:RSON . GIL8!:RT. WOLFORT. ALLEN 5. EIi!:R04AN 
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May 19, 1949 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
c/ o Barnes Hospitsl 
600 South iUngshighwllY 
St . Louis , Missouri 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

• I have read your summary and the letter with 
much interest. I think you have done a remarkably good 
Job. I took the liberty of making a few notes 1n the 
margin of your letter. 

I wish you would discuss this matter w1th 
Dean Stubbs when you are in Columbia and also drop in 
and see Leslie Cowan, Vice-President of the University. 
They have fac1l1t1es for gett1ng out letters in large 
quantit1es and no doubt Cowan might be wil11ng to render 
you any ass1stance that you may des1re . 

If you get any other 1deas, get in touch w1th 
me . 

I am herewith returning the material which 
you left with me . 

RA:DA 
Enc . 

The final decision was still almost three years away. 
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oJMedical Education, based upon a study of 
the situation in Missouri and several other 
states. In July of the same year, the curators 
ordered: 

That the four-year course in the Uni
versity of Missouri School of Medicine, 
reduced to two years in 1909, later enlarged 
to four years and again reduced to two years 
in 1932, be resumed again at the seat of the 
state university at Columbia as soon as 
necessary funds are provided for the com
plete program. 

Since that time, every session of the 
General Assembly has been requested to 
appropriate funds for this purpose. 

The board oj curators report on the 
University oj Missouri Survey oj Medical 
Education published in 1945 was studied 
carefully by interested groups which were 
making similar surveys in North Carolina 
and Florida. These groups reached the same 
conclusion for their states that the curators 
reached for Missouri, i.e., that medical 
schools should be established on the 
university campus and not in a large city. In 
all three cases, the group making the survey 
had in mind not only the training of more 
physicians but also the availability of 
medical care to the people of the state. This 
is indicated by the following excerpt from 
the 'Missouri Survey' report (p. 15): 

Of special importance to this study is the 
effect of a particular plan of organization on 
the problem of providing a more adequate 
supply of medical practitioners for the rural 
areas of Missouri. Providing educational 
opportunities for the youth of the state is not 
the sole function of a state university. There 
is also the obligation on the part of the 
professional schools of the university of 
supplying professionally trained men and 
women who will make their services 
available to the citizens and communities 
within the state. The acute shortage of 
doctors in the rural areas of Missouri makes 
it incumbent upon the state university, if its 
medical school is to be expanded, to develop 
a program of medical training that will 
recognize the rural medical problem. 

In May 1949, the State Medical 
Association published another study of 
medical education in Missouri in which the 
association advocated the establishment of 
the four-year school of medicine in Kansas 
City. At the same time, the curators began a 
further intensified study of the subject at the 
eamest solicitation of one of our esteemed 
members, Dr. Glen Hendren, and constituted 
the present special committee composed of 
Roscoe Anderson, John H. Wolpers and 
Glenn W. Hendren. The committee employ
ed a special investigator to assist in its study, 
Harold S. Diehl, M.D., dean of the medical 
sciences, University of Minnesota. In June 
1950, the committee received a formal report 
from Dr. Diehl and immediately made this 
report available to all members of the board 
of curators. Facts and considerations 
embodied in his study form, in part, the basis 
of this report by the committee to the 
curators. The task assigned to Dr. Diehl by 
the committee is succinctly summarized by 
Dr. Diehl himself in his report (p. 4): 

The report which I am submitting is 
based on my analysis of available infor
mation, my evaluation of opinions expressed 
and my appraisal of the situations presented. 
I will not attempt to make decisions for the 
University of Missouri, for this is obviously 
the responsibility of the board of curators. 
My report, however, does express definite 
opinions concerning the desirability of the 
University of Missouri establishing a 
medical school, the instructional programs 
which should be offered and the costs 
involved. On the question of location, I will 
attempt to summarize objectively and fairly 
the conditions which are essential for the 
establishment of a first-class medical school 
in either location and to analyze the factors 
in each location which would be assets in 
meeting these condition" 

Curators Vote for 
Four-Year School 

on Campus In Columbia 

The board of curators, at its meeting in St. Louis 
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ANC!:RSON, GILII!:RT, WOLFORT, AU.!:N & BI!:RMAN 
ATTOIltNllya AT LAW 

?oe OLIV~ STFtltl!:T 

SAINT LOUIS I , MO. 

November 18, 1950 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson 
Department of Surgery 
New York University -
Bellevue Medical Center 
303 East Twentieth Street 
New York 3, New York 

My dear Dr. Stephenson: 

I am enclosing a copy of the report of 
the Special Committee to the Board 'of Curators. 
This report was acted on yesterday. 

I am also enclosing a clipping from 
this morning's Globe Democ~at, as well as an 
editorial which appeared in the Globe this 
morning. This account of what occurred is not 
nearly so full as the accounts in the Post and 
Star last night. Of course, the publicity broke 
about 11 o'clock yesterday and that gave the 
afternoon papers the advantage over the morning 
paper . I thought you might be interested in this 
result. 

Dr. Hendren filed a minority report but 
he only got one other vote in support of his 
position. 

RA:DA 
EnCl!. 

Sincerely YOu~, / 

L;PUf/~ 

The board of curators acted favorably upon chainnan Anderson s report to the board -
recommending that the four years be reestablished on the campus in Columbia. 
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February 20, 1951. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

My sincere appreciation to 
you for your comforting letter. My husband 
told me of his conference with you and of the 
help and encouragement you had given him. 

From t he time he was made 
chairman of the special committee on the future 
of the Missouri Medical School until the day he 
left me I continued to be astonished by the 
knowledge he had acquired about medical educa
tion in general, and the information about the 
organization and administration of particular 
schools throughout the country. His interest 
in and work for the University was not an avoca
tion, but an important part of his life. 

My blessing on you for the 
valuable help you have given and will continue 
to give toward a decent solution of the Medical 
School problem at the University of Missouri. 

With warmest personal regard 
and appreciation, I am 

Mrs. Roscoe Anderson 
736 South Hanley Road 
Clayton 5, Missouri 

Faithfully yours, 

Mrs. Roscoe Anderson said of Iler Ilusband, "HJs in!erest in: and ~01.*for, tile university was not an avocation, but an 
important part of Ilis life. Tile future of tile University of MlSSoun wII[ always be secure as long as we have dedicated 
alums like Roscoe Anderson. 
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August 21, 1950 

O~LO.'71 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson 
New York University 
Bellevue Medical Center 
303 East Twentieth Street 
New York 3, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

I just returned from my vacation on Friday 
and found your letter of August 6. I read it with a 
great deal of interest. 

Dr. Diehl has made his report but it will 
not be submitted to the Board for consideration until 
September 8. 

For your information, there is nothing in 
the report that changes my view that the medical school 
should be located in Columbia. 

As soon as this report is released 1 will see 
that you get a copy of it. I would appreciate your 
comments on it very much. 

RA:DA 

Roscoe Anderson commented on the Diehl report in 1950. 
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University of M iuouri 

eOLu",.IA 

Dr. Hugh E. Stepheneon, Jr. 
Rew York Un1vers1ty-Bellevue Med1cal Center 
Poet-Graduate Med1cal School 
477 P1ret Avenue 
Hew York 16, H. Y. 

My dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Your letter of January 28 came wh1le I 
wae away froa the campue on a br1ef vaoat10n. 
Certa1nly Mr. Anderson'e death 1e a great loaa to 
the Un1vere1ty and to all of ua personally. 

We now. have our new Board appo1nted and are 
ift the procees of gett1ng a date agreed upon for 
a aeet1ng to effect the organ1zat10n of the Board. 
Por your 1nforaat1on I may .. y that there are now 
two b1lls before the Leg1llature. One waa 1ntro-
duced fro. the Kan .. a C1ty area under the teraa of 
Wh1ch the laet two yeare of our prograa would be 
eatab11ahed 1n Kan .. e C1ty. Juat laat week a young 
aluanue fro. Spr1ngfield introduced a s1a1lar B1ll 
propoa1ng the last two years of aed1c1ne be eetab11ahed 
in Springfield. Insofar as I know there are no plana 
worked out aa yet for Hearinge on either of the .. 
B1Ue. 

W1th k1ndeet personal regards, I beg to 
rema1n 

President Middlebush reflected on Mr. Anderson s death and voiced concern about two bills 
before the legislature - both moving the last two years of the medical school - one to 
Springfield and the other to Kansas City. 

139 



HistOlY of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

GUN'S \X ' HES DRES . .\1 D 
11 4 -"': O RTli \X;"H R 5 n H[l 

li 8ERTY r.. , 1 15~OI· R l 

June 8, 1961 

H"9hE. Stephenson, Jr., M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, Miuouri 

Dear Or. Stephenson: 

I send by phone 0 meSlOge of profound reipect and admiration for yoo. 
My warmest hopes for your happiness on this day, comfort in the days 
ahead and continued weees.s. You always hove my gratitude,---
gratitude for your taking responsibility at a time of need in the Univer
sity of MissolXi School of Medicine and I give you my commendation 
for your successful efforts. 

Mayall 9QOd thin95 and only 90Qd thingl come to you. 

Sln;orely, 

Y~ t.U ~.......-J~.o 
Glenn W. Hendren, M.O. 

GWH, .. 

P.S. 10m so sorry that I wos unable to be present in the fl.$h . When 
I found out about the party, I hod commitments that I could not ovoid 
and the time was too snort for rearonQ8ment. 

GWH 

The cover of the special committee report of the board 
4 curators, headed by Powell McHaney 

Dr. Hendren and I continued to befriends and his nice letter 
of June 8, 1961, was much appreciated. Dr. Hendren was a 
1932 graduate of the University of Missouri's two-year 
medical school. He served as a member of the board of 
curators from 1949 to 1955 and, {or a portion of that time, 
served as its vice~president. fie practiced in Liberty, 
Missouri,for thirty-live years alier having received his M.D. 
degree from Washington University in SI. Louis. Dr. 
Hendren died in May 1977 at age 66. 
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on November 17, 1950, reaffinned its action of 1945 
in ordering the restoration of the four-year school of 
medicine on the university campus at Columbia. The 
board also voted to request an appropriation of $12 
million for this purpose of the 66th General 
Assembly. The vote on re-establishment of the 
school was six in favor of the action and two against 
it. One curator was absent. Those favoring the action 
were Frank StonnerofChamois, John H. Wolpers of 
Poplar Bluff, Allen McReynolds of Carthage, 
William P. Elmer of Salem, Roscoe Anderson of 
Webster Groves, and Guy A. Thompson of St. 
Louis. Those opposed were: Glenn W. Hendren of 
Liberty and Stratton Shartel of Kansas City. Frank C. 
Mann of Springfield was absent. 

Later, in May 1951, the board of curators 
reaffinned the actions of previous boards of curators 
taken in 1921, 1930, 1945 and 1950 to re-establish 
the third and fourth years of medicine in the school 
of medicine on the campus at Columbia, Missouri. 
By such actions, Messrs. John H. Wolpers, William 
Elmer, Frank Stonner, J. A. Daggs, James S. Bush 
and Powell B. McHaney followed similar action of 
Messrs. Roscoe Anderson, Mercer Arnold, S. L. 
Baysinger, H. J. Blanton, P. E. Burton, J. E. 
Goodrich, David W. Hopkins, Frank M. McDavid, 
Allen McReynolds, Frank C. Mann, Harold J. 
Moore, G. W. Muns, James A. Potter, E. Lansing 
Ray, Tom K. Smith, A. A. Speer, Guy A. Thompson, 
Milton Tootle, and C. F. Ward, when they were 
members of the board of curators." 

The conclusion of the Anderson report stated, 
"The board of curators believes that more citizens of 
our state will be better served over a longer period of 
time by locating the medical school at Columbia 
than by locating it at any other point in the state." 

The Debate Intensifies 

Early in 1951, the position of the board of 
curators on the medical school issue came into 
question with the appointment of four members to 
the nine-member board. The terms of three of the 
members of the board expired and Roscoe Anderson, 
the board president, had died on January 19, 1951. 

Board of curators president Roscoe Anderson 
shortly before his unexpected death from ~ 
heart atttic/c, on January /9. /95/. He was a 
remarkably dedicated and effective curator. 
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MCREYNOLDS, FLA.NIGAN & FLANIGAN 
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Septe.ber 5, 1951 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Bellevue Medical Centar 
N.Y. University Post-Grad. Medical School 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

My dear Doctor Stephenson : 

Thank you very .uch for your latter of August 27 , which 
reated .e in due course. I was inter.stad to hear froa you in 
connection with this satter. I think perhaps you realise that 
I am no longer a .ember of the Board of Curators, lOy tera hav
ing expired. Notwithstanding that fact, I a. still intensely 
interested in this problem, and have been activa in doing what 
I could. 

The pre.ent President of the Board is Powall B. McHaney, 
who is President of the General American Life Insurance Company, 
15th and Locust Streets in St. Louis. I am sending a copy of 
this corrospondence to -Mr. McHaney, and I know that ha will wel
come your assistance in connection with this situation. 

Upon receipt of your letter I sada a s.arch for a II> py 
of lOy speech delivered June 28 , 1949 to the Jackson County 
Medical Association. I found that f did not have Dna availabla, 
and sent to the Univers ity for copies. I am glad to enclo .. 
th e printed copy of that speech, .. per your requ est. 

I have also sent copy of YOIr letter to Mr. George Wilbon, 
of Willson, Cunningham & McClallan law fira, Boat.an'. Bank 
Building in St. Louis, who is active on behalf of the aluani 
in this problem. I think both Mr. McHaney and Mr. Will.on 

would be glad to have copies of the aaterial you .ent _. 

With best wiehes, I am 

AM:ds 

(lu2%~ ~ ALLENMC~~~ 

Former curator President Allen McReynolds continued active even after his tenure on the 
board was completed. 
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Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. M.D. 
New York Unive r sity Post-Graduate 
Medical School 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

My dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thank you very much for your very generous 
letter of June 2~th. The success in attaining the 
medical school in Missouri was due to the assistance 
of many, many ~eople, who, like yourself, had very 
great interest in seeing Missouri University go for
ward. 

I am in hopes this problem is settled and 
that the schooling will now go forward. 

With best wishes for your good self, I am 

Al~/rc 
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On February 20, 1951, Governor Smith appoin
ted Powell McHaney to the board to fill the vacancy 
created by Roscoe Anderson's untimely death. 
Powell McHaney was a St. Louis lawyer and insur
ance executive. He was a graduate of the University 
of Missouri. 

April 1951 Vote 

A crucial vote of the board of curators on the 
medical school location occurred on April 13, 1951. 
Previously, in November, the vote for Columbia as 
opposed to Kansas City, for the expanded medical 
school location was 6 to 2 but, in the interim, the 
board's nine members had changed. Eight of the nine 
curators met at the Hotel Jefferson in st. Louis on 
Friday, April 13, 1951, and the vote was 5 to 3. The 
three opposed to Columbia were Dr. Glenn W. 
Hendren, of Liberty, and Stratton Shartel, of Kansas 
City, and Lester E. Cox, of Springfield, Missouri. 
Voting for the motion, and therefore for Columbia, 
were John H. Wolpers, Frank Stonner of Chamois, 
and W. P. Elmer of Salem. New members James 
Finch of Cape Girardeau and Powell B. McHaney 
also voted for the Columbia location. 

Later that month, the board voted to request of 
the legislature $13,500,000 to build a medical school 
that would initially enroll 75 students at a time. 
Thirteen million five hundred thousand dollars 
included an estimated $8,000,000 for a new univer
sity hospital, $3,625,000 for a new medical school 
building, and $1,200,000 for a nurses home. 

After Mr. Wolpers death, Governor Forrest 
Smith appointed James Finch of Cape Girardeau to 
take Wolpers place on the board. His term began on 
June4, 1951. Once again, there would be doubt as to 
whether those favoring medical training in Columbia 
were still in the majority. Not long after Mr. Finch's 
selection to the board, I drove to Cape Girardeau to 
visit with him regarding the issue of the medical 
school location. It was during a short few day 
vacation from my work at Bellevue Hospital. Al
though Mr. Finch appeared very favorable in his 
conversations, he did not, at that time, commit 
himself to the Columbia location. 

On August 1, 1951, a statement by another 
special committee of the board of curators appointed 
to secure funds for a four-year medical school at 
Columbia was issued by William P. Elmer, Frank 
Stonner and Powell B. McHaney, chairman. 

Frank Stonner 

Frank Stonner was appointed to the MU board of 
curators by Governor Phil M. Donnelly on March 
27, 1947. He served on the board until 1953. In an 
interview by his hometown (Chamois) newspaper, 
Debbie Starke reported "the biggest decision he had 
to make while on the board concerned the location of 
the medical center. The question of location was 
between Columbia and Kansas City. The board was 
deadlocked with a 4-4 tie. Since there are nine board 
members, someone still had to vote to break the tie. 
This was left in the hands of Stonner. He said he 
talked to everyone he could to get every side of the 
story so that he could make the best judgement. 
Because of the central location of Columbia, Stonner 
voted in favor of the present location of the medical 
center at Columbia." He was quoted as saying, "I 
also thought more doctors would be likely to stay in 
the rural areas." 

J. A. Daggs 

Another member of the board of curators who 
was active during some of the critical decisions was 
Jackson Almon Daggs. He served as a member of 
the board of curators from February 8, 1951 to 1963. 
He had attended the University of Missouri from 
1915 to 1917 and left to enlist in the Fourth Missouri 
Infantry during World War I. He served in France as 
a sergeant. Daggs served as president of the Missouri 
Livestock Association and Missouri Aberdeen 
Angus Breeders Association. He was a farmer of 
Memphis, Missouri. Mr. Daggs died on June 4, 
1969, while operating a tractor and pulling a disc 
plow on his farm near Arbela, Missouri. He was 
eighty years old. 

Allen McReynolds 

Allen McReynolds played a prominent part in urging 
that the completion of the four years of medicine be 
given in Columbia. In 1945, he was appointed a 
member of the board of curators and served until 
1951. For five years, he was president of the board. 
This was during an important period of the 
controversy regarding the location of the school. 

On July 28, 1949, President McReynolds jour
neyed to Kansas City to give an address before the 
Jackson County Medical Society in support of the 
Columbia location. His letter of November 5, 1951, 
indicates that he obtained a copy of his speech from 
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the University of Missouri and mailed it to me. His 
letter of June 30, 1952 further confirms his 
happiness at seeing the four-year program stay in 
Columbia. 

Senator McReynolds was born November 7, 
1877, in Carthage, Missouri. He received his A.B. 
degree from the University of Missouri in 190 I. He 
was a member of the state Senate from 1935 to 1943 
and an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic 
nomination as governor of the state in 1940. In 1954, 
he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Laws at the 
University of Missouri. Allen McReynolds Hall was 
dedicated on November 22, 1958. 

Allen McReynolds died at age 82. 

Roscoe Anderson 

Roscoe Anderson was appointed to the Univer
sity of Missouri board of curators in 1943 by 
Governor Forrest C. Donnell, a friend from 
university days. He served with great distinction for 
eight years on the board. He was president of the 
board only about six months, but was a diligent 
worker on behalf of the university. 

As president of the board of curators, and shortly 
before his death, Roscoe Anderson met with the 
Council of the Missouri Medical Association which 
had invited the curators to consider Kansas City as 
the site for the new four-year medical school. 
Anderson read the board's statement which said, "By 
offering the four-year school of medicine at a single 
unit on a campus which is in a rural and centraUy 
located city, the university would be better able to 
integrate medical education with the sciences and 
humanities and to coordinate its research and 
classroom instruction with a statewide program of 
health and medical care which would give special 
attention to the needs of rural Missouri." 

Roscoe Anderson and I had correspondence on 
numerous occasions prior to his sudden death in St. 
Louis on January 19, 1951, at the age of 66. His 
death was a great blow to the university. Dr. 
Frederick A. M iddlebush issued the following 
statement: 

146 

We at the University of Missouri are 
immeasurably shocked by the death of 
Roscoe Anderson. In his passing, the 
university lost one of its most stalwart 
supporters. As an alumnus, and throughout 
his many years of service on the board of 
curators, Roscoe Anderson gave unstintingly 
of his time, energy and support to the 

university's program. 
The record of this service will constitute 

a permanent memorial to him on this 
campus. In his passing, we have lost a great 
and loyal friend. 

He said further, 
Roscoe Anderson recognized, to a high 
degree, the responsibility of supporting 
impartially and fairly the total program of 
the university. To him, the university was 
much more than a collection of separate 
schools and colleges, a building and faculty, 
thousands of students and many activities. 
The university, to Roscoe Anderson, was a 
living, driving, potent force which had the 
ability to greatly alter the lives of youths in 
opening to them new doors of opportunity. 
He never lost track of the fact that as a 
country boy from Lewis County, the 
university hadjust opened up a new world to 
him. The university, to Roscoe Anderson, 
was also a service to the people of Missouri. 
It was his conviction that it should strive to 
enrich the cultural and economic life of the 
people of Missouri. 

Roscoe Anderson was born in LaBelle, Missouri, 
in the northeastern part of the state. He attended the 
University of Missouri and graduated in law in 1906. 
He was regarded by many as one of the greatest trial 
lawyers in the history of Missouri. He was fonnerly 
the president of both the St. Louis and the Missouri 
Bar Associations. 

Roscoe Anderson's forceful leadership 
contributed significantly to the final outcome of 
establishing the four-year medical school on the 
campus of the University of Missouri in Columbia. 

John H. Wolpers 

On April 30, 1951, John Wolpers, the newly 
elected president of the board after Anderson's death, 
appeared before the Senate appropriations committee 
and requested the $13,500,000. He reviewed the 
history of efforts to fund the medical school, 
indicating that it had been a "hot potato" for seventy
five years. 

Most of Wolpers tenure as president of the board 
of curators was short. After serving on the board for 
sixteen years, he became president on March 7, 
1951, and died May 20, 1951 of a heart attack at his 
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lodge on Lake Wapatello. 
The university announced in September 1964 

that a new $1.7 million women's residence hall 
would be named the John H. Wolpers Hall in 
memory of the Poplar Bluff newspaper publisher and 
former member of the board of directors. 

The new members to the board included Powell B. 
McHaney, of Clayton, Missouri; and James F. Bush, 
of St. Louis, a 1922 graduate from Yale. Also new 
on the board were: Lester E. Cox of Springfield (Mr. 
Cox attended two years at Drury) and J. A. Daggs of 
Memphis, Missouri. Additional board members were 
William Elmer of Salem and Frank Stonner of 
Chamois. Mr. Stratton Shartel of Kansas City 
represented the western edge of the state. 

Mr. Wolpers was a member of the board for 
sixteen years (since 1935). Dr. Glenn W. Hendren, 
of Liberty, Missouri, continued as vice-president. 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BOARD OF CURAT~ 
1\.1 .. " a. po .. ., • ..d th. tlOfY-

The newly reorganized board oj curators on March 6, 
J 95 J, after Roscoe Anderson's replacement by Powell B. 
McHaney. Back Row - Left to right: Jackson A. Daggs, 
Powell B. McHaney, Frank Stonner, James F. Bush and 
Lester E. Cox. Front row left to right: President John H 
Wolpers, William P. Elmer, vice-president Dr. Glen 
Hendren, and Stratton Shartel. 
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Surgical Residents, July 1959 
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Missouri Farmers Association 
Joins Others in Support 

Missouri Farmers Assn. 
Supports Columbia Location 

On July 12, 1951, the Missouri Farmers 
Association and representatives of State Hospital 
No.1 in Fulton and the Ellis Fischel State Cancer 
Hospital added their endorsement of a four-year 
medical school at Colum-
bia. On May 25, 1951, Dr. • 
Hennan Haag, director of 
research for Missouri 
Fanners Association, sent 
me this letter. 

.1 lid 

Building. Mr. Heinkel and his wife, Dorothy, were 
married for forty-five years. She died on March 14, 
1990. 

Jack Hackethorn 

Serving as a superb public relations director for 
the Missouri Farmers Association, Jack Hackethorn 

'1 'h,'" 

was most effective in 
mobilizing support from 
the rural sections of 
Missouri. His letter to me 
of November 16, 1951, is 
pictured on the next page. 

Some years later,' when 
Governor Phil M. Donnelly 
appointed Fred V. Heinkel, 
of Columbia, to the board 
of curators, he pointed out 
that Heinkel and the MFA 
were greatly instrumental 
in the establishment of the 
department of forestry and 
the college of veterinary 
medicine as well as the new 

Dr .... I. St<tpbepaon, Jr • 
... ton Ua1.,.ral\)' ,an,...Qraduat.e 1led.1eal 
L71 J'trn Aft __ 
... In 16, •• York 

Jack Hackethorn was a 
Columbia native who had 

four-year School of 
Medicine at the University 
of Missouri. 

Fred Heinkel 

Frederick V. Heinkel 
was born September 22, 
1897, in Franklin County, 

" .. urin 7'OIl tbl,t t aJplhc1at.l 'IfNr .. nd1ac t.h1I _ r1&l to _, I I 

Missouri. He died October .. ----------------

an outstanding career in 
joumalism. He was a mem
ber of the White House 
Press Corps. Hackethorn's 
second assignment as a 
neophyte photographer was 
to capture the moment 
when President Franklin 
Roosevelt tapped a tele
graph key to open the Oak
land Bay Bridge. Hacke-
thorn traveled for six 
months with Roosevelt's 
entourage, whether it was 
by train or by motorcade. 

Hackethorn graduated 
with a degree in journalism 

31, 1990, at age 93. He was 
the president of the 
Missouri Farmers Associa
tion for 39 years and was 

from the University of 
Missouri in 1936. He was a 
pioneerin photojournalism. 

Dr. Hemlall Haag:S oUlstall~illg study 011 rural IIealtll ill .Missouri His first job was . th 
ill tile mid-1940s was ofparllcular relevallce to tile establlsllmelll of A ' . WI 
tile medical scllool ill ColUlllbia. cme 10 Wash1Ogton, D.C. 

the company's first president. He was a founder of 
the MFA Insurance Company (presently Shelter 
Insurance Company). Today, the University of 
Missouri's building at Seventh and Locust Streets, 
housing the university's campus computer and 
personnel departments, is called the Heinkel 

He recalled that the Asso
ciated Press paid $3 for each print that he sent them. 

During World War n, he served as a supply 
officer in Australia and the Philippines. During the 
Truman administration, Hackethorn served for three 
years as executive secretary of the Missouri 
Democratic Party. 
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Jack Hackethorn, as director of public relations 
for MFA played a crucial role in mobilizing 
lurallegislative support. 
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Frederick V. Heinkel,founder of the MFA Insurance Company 
and president of the MFA Associationfor more than thilty-nine 
years, later, at age 56, became a member of the university's 
board of curators. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, Mr. 
Heinkel and I had many conversations regarding the location 
of the medical school. Mr. Heinkel and his MFA associates did 
a great deal to help convince the rural legislators of the 
importance of the university location. Heinkel was recognized 
as one of the nation's foremost agricultural leaders. Fred 
Heinkel served on the board of curators from May 31, 1953 
until January 13, 1959 . 

.aa.wui~~adi __ 
611U1llli~ .. 

N""ember 16, 1 Q5l 

Dr . Pu~h E. Stephenson, Jr. 
nepartment of Sur~erT 
New Vork University Post..r.rac\l1ate :'edical School 
417 <"ir, t Avenue 
New York 16, II ... York 

n"ar '1r. 5tenhpnson1 

It was awfully ~oocl to ~et ' f CU r letter of November 10, 1951. 
Enclosed are some !!Iec\ic~l surve'" conducted b ': Dr. Haa~ that 
! do not think ~' ou have . 

I have written for a COPy of "Education for Health Service . " 
I talked to TOIII ?radv and he told r.le that "OU secured a copy of 
the N .... Jersev Report for hi,.. and that he turned it ""er to 
Powell :.Iclla~·. r "onder if you could pick me up a copy of this 
report as well a~ a conY or Papple·:e's. 'Irad:v tells me that he 
ha~ n~ .. r seen the Rapple'!e ~eport. 

r think things are lookin~ t-etter than ever. r know we are in 
an cxcpll~nt position in the ~ouse, and I think we mi~ht be a~le 
to "hull" our wa~" thr~1 )C;'" the Senate. 

Thanking yOU in arlvance for securill<' the reports, r am 

Si.ncerelY' vO\lrs, 

Enc. 
J ' ·'.jb 
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JackHackethorn was a graduate of Missouri s Journalism 
School and an outstaiuling photojournalist. He was a 
White House photographer during Roosevelt s years in the 
White House. He has continued to follow and support the 
activities of the medical health center. He is a 1996 
recipient of the University of Missouri Alumni 
Association s Faculty/Alumni Award. 

At special ceremonies on November 1, 1996, 
Jack Hackethorn's alma mater and the Alumni 
Association honored him for his illustrious career 
and for his very special contributions to the 
University of Missouri with the Faculty/Alumni 
Award. 

Hackethorn retired in 1979 after 28 years as 
press agent for Missouri Farmers Association. 

Others Join In Support 
of Medical School 

As an illustration of the state-wide interest in the 
decision regarding the medical school, it should be 
noted that the AFL Central Trades and Labor Union 
voted to support a resolution adopted by the 
Missouri State Federation of Labor Convention 
calling for the creation of a four-year University of 
Missouri Medical School at Columbia. 

As mentioned above, the Missouri Farmers 
Association and the Missouri Farm Bureau 
Federation both urged the Columbia location. The 
Missouri Farm Bureau was represented by Mr. 
Warren Fuqua. 

St. Louis Alumni Association 

At their July 19, 1951, meeting, the board of 
governors of the St. Louis Alumni Association of the 
University of Missouri adopted a resolution 
supporting the decision of the board of curators to 
develop a four-year school of medicine and a state 
health center on the campus at Columbia and 
directed the president to appoint a committee to 
enlist the support of other interested groups of the 
action of the curators. On August 26, 1951, the 
committee headed by George C. Willson, along with 
Forrest C. Donnell and Russell L. Dearmont sent a 
letter to all of the counties in Missouri with alumni 
associations urging their strong support. They sent a 
copy of the official statement to the board of curators 
on the matter and reprints of the articles, Missouri's 
Rural Health Plan, Medical School should be in 
Columbia (my own article) and editorial on West 
Virginia's example. 

The committee urged that the alumni association 
act promptly. The st. Louis Alumni Association 

resolution said: 

Farmers Back Columbia 
as Medical School Site 

We believe that, if located in 
Columbia, the four-year 
school of medicine, hospital 
and health center will serve 
the public health in all 
Missouri, particularly in the 
areas outside the city better 
than if located in a large city. 

B)' • Globe-Democrat Staff Writer protl's.~ional people and Improve 
COLUMBIA, MO July 12._F.lour institution. We can't do 10 

. ., M' . per cent of · the work we should 
V. Heinkel, preSident !,f .the 15- , do in the criminal dividion because 
sourl . Farmers ASSOCiation, told , of lack of trained personnel. We 
a legislative investigating c?m-

I
, coul ' l rc,':\hilitllte a certain per

mittee today that a state medical centage if we had the personnel." 
school in Kansas City WOUldn't Dr John Modlin chief of sur
solve the rural health problems I gery' at the cance~ hospital, said 
of the state. his hospital could play an "ex-

We believe that the School 
of Medicine needs, and will 
suffer if it is denied, a day by 
day cooperation with other 
divisions of the university, 
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particularly those working in chemistry, 
physics, biology, psychology and the social 
sciences, which the Columbia location 
assures and which will not be available in 
the other locations. 

We believe the university will suffer if 
the medical school, located at the university, 
(since 1872) is now removed to another 
location, just as the university would suffer 
by the removal from Columbia of the college 
of agriculture or the school of journalism, 
which have so materially contributed to the 
greatness of the university. 

Finally, we believe that, located in 
Columbia and lending a service shared and 
appreciated by the people of every county in 
the state, such a School of Medicine would 
have a better prospect of adequate financial 
support in the future than if located 
elsewhere. 

Because we believe these things, we 
enlist your support, not only as alumni, but 
as citizens of Missouri. 
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The Columbia 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Becomes Active 

In a letter of June 6, 1951, J. Robert Tull, a 
young attorney active in the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, wrote me that it was the intention of the 
president, L. A. Nickell, Jr., to develop a program on 
the subject of the location of the new medical school. 
L. A. Nickell, Jr., (the L. A. Nickell Municipal Golf 
Course is named in his memory) died soon after the 
letter from acute lymphatic leukemia. He was 
succeeded by Harry Gentry as president and E. Hirst 
Mendenhall served as program chairman, when they 
invited Powell McHaney, president of the University 
of Missouri Board of Curators, to discuss "Why the 
University of Missouri Four-year Medical School 
Should be Established at Columbia." 

The speech was given at a public meeting on the 
night of October 16, 1951, at the Daniel Boone 
Hotel. The talk was also broadcast by KFRU. 
McHaney's speech was given shortly after the 
favorable action of the Hill Committee in speaking 
in favor of the four-year medical school. In his 
speech, McHaney assailed "professional politicians" 
within the Missouri State Medical Association for 
spreading false and misleading information about the 
proposed medical school. He chastised the Kansas 
City physicians for the "rule or ruin" tactics and 
charged that for 20 years Kansas City physicians and 
others had prevented Missouri from having a four
year medical school. 

J. Robert Tull was a 1943 graduate of MUs law school. 
He served with the Marines in the South Pacific in World 
War II. He was on the MU. A,.thritis Cent,.al Advisory 
Council Boa,.d and was active in many civic affairs. was 
city attorney. Golden Glove boxing champion. pilot and 
devoted family man. "Bob" Tull died February 25. 1997. 
at age 18. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

Farm Bureau Wants Medical 
School Located Where It 
Will Best Serve Rural Areas 

The Missouri Farm Bureaujoined others 
in support for re-establishing the medical 

school in Columbia. 

, JEFFERSON CITY. Nov. 100The MISIOuri Farm Bureau federation 
, went on record a. recommendln, the eatabUlllunent of a state medical 
: and nursing scbool located "where It will best serve rural Missouri:' 
, The federation also took a new tack yesterday In the fight to eel 
, nlore money for rural road.. It approved apendlDII .tate ,elleral rev
, enue money for county roadI. 
i The federation hu been IUpportln, the plan of a apecla' hlCb
; way study commilllon to apend ~7.000.000 over the next ten yean 
: to improve the hlebway network. A relOlution adopted at clOling 
! convention sesa\ODl today renewed that IUpport. 
I The program includea a plan to I""---~-' 
add \2.1100 milea of country roada I 

,to the farm-to-market I1Item. ' 
, But ",I'e delegate. IBid that won't I 
t. -"'l.;h to l!"' "'.. all "')\ln1y 
roads tit for aU-weather travel. I 

"Havln, faUed twice to ,et ac-
: eeptance by the voten of a state i i 
,road program which would bave,1 
: Included aU roada," the reaolu- ( 
lion IBid. "we deem It expedient J 
and dealrable that the Farm Bu-

, reau adopt a new approach to the 
county road problem. 

"Therefore we ur,e the devel- , 
opment of a road procram aimilar I 
to the King (state aid) road law. I , 
whereby fund •• not to exeeed the I 
sales '-' revenue from can.', 

, trucks and auto ac:c:euortea would 
be appropriated for the 11M of the 

: countiea" to build and maintain 
county roads. 

In another reaolution the dele- I 
,ates said flood control dam and I 
reservoirs should CO hand in hand I 
with a soil conservation pro,ram. 

Flood control should be a local i 
job wherever that', poulble, the I 
resolution Mid. 

The same note ... lOunded in I 
a plank on schools. , 

"We believe the best interest In . 
education is served by depend-' 
ing upon local and state flnancln, 
for our school.... it aid. "We be
lieve any federal crant-in-ald 
needed to carry out the varioUi 
school pro,rams now in eUect 
should be continued and kept un
der control of local districts." 

The federation renewed Its 
stand a,ainst wa,e and price con
trols. ' 

"They lead to rationin,." th 
resolution said. "Control. are II 
invitation to black markets •• 

It found "free and unreatrlc' 
production .. the only lOund 
swer to an upward price spin 

J. Robert Tull was a successful lawyer 
and community leader in Columbia 
for the next almost 50 years. 

-----
oJ. BOB.aT TULL 
.~.y .... 
~.-" 

.Tune 6, 1951 

Dr. B~ iI. Ste"" .... OIl • .Jr. 
i:"w lor:': u..heroi~lI.nl1e l:edical Center 
4. 7? lirs t .... we 
I." York, ':ev York 

De.r 1Iu.ch: 

I ... iD rece1Dt of your letter ... d tn. illfo",Uoll 7011 
lent rel",Un to the H41cal. wchool 9lrobl_ here in M1aaourl. 

I n.~.clat. your coal1der"tlon in .. ndine thl1 infor
",UOIl. I h".,. tNtell the ... Her of a "rocraa Oil th18 ... bJect 
up with L • •• ::icl<all, .Jr., """ 18 the IlOW PreelUDt ot the .JUIlior 
au..ber of Comnerce. I iDtell4 to dh •• iIlete thh 1llto .... Uoll 
to ft.1 J:UIIJV' "",rIODI al 'nO."lble. 

, It I rtII'T be ot ....... ~r"1ce alollg t'l1o 11 ... here ill Coluabia, 
I would 1l'1mJ'lcllde you..' luueltlonl. 
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! Survey Backs Columbia Medical School Site 

The Haag Report oft"e Missouri Farmers Association 
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Jliu.nuillFanutB-"daafi __ _ 
.'"IIII'ill," 

118Y 2$, 19$1 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Ne. York University Post-Graduate Medical School 
471 First Avenue 
Ne. York 16, Ne. York 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

I have had an opportunity to go over your letter 
to the Kansas City Star with reference to the Voissouri University 
lIedical School and the other material which you sent me. You 
certainly have done a lot of work on this problem and I hope we 
can get information such sa this dis tributed so that the people 
of lIi .. ouri can do 8 good job in making up their minds with 
reference to the location of the University. 

Assuring you that I appreciate your sending this 
material to me, I am, 

Sinc .. rely yours, 

I!I.!H/bjs 

Dr. Herman Haag s outstanding study on rural health in Missouri in the mid-J 940s 
was of particular relevance to the establishment of the medical school in Columbia. 
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Doctors Want Medical 
School at Columbia 

"Doctors Want Medical School in Columbia." The St. Louis Globe Demoaat released 
statements from several distinguished ph~ician.J in St. Louis indiCtlling their suppot1~the 
Columbia location. These inclulkd Dr. Evarts A. Graham; SherwoOd Moore, pro essor 
emeritus of radiologyand directorofthe Edward MailincrodIlnstilllte ofRodiology, a Ortner 
dean of tire Washington Univenity School of Medicine; Dr. Philip A. Shaffer; Dr. D. K. 
Goldwater, chief of surgical services at the YeteransAdministration Hospital; and Dr. Grover 
H Copher, a long-time Successful ~t!On and teacher at Washin~n University. In addition, 
Dr. Howard A. Rusk, of New fort City and a member of the staff of the New fort Times, is 
also quoted as suppot1ing the Columbia location. 



The Role Of The Media 

The debate over the location and the 
reestablishment of the four-year medical school 
in Missouri was headline news for a period of 
four to five years. Both the St. Louis papers, The 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat and The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch carried frequent editorial page 
cartoons. Fitzpatrick was a famous cartoonist 
for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as was Don 
Hesse for the Globe-Democrat. 

Throughout this time, Charles C. Clayton of 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat was particularly 
active with George C. Willson in coordinating 
efforts in St. Louis on behalf of the University 
of Missouri. A letter dated June 27, 1952, from 
C. C. Clayton is shown below. 

ColumbiD Daily Tribune 

In a letter dated September 4, 1950, H. J. 
Waters, Jr., editor of the Columbia 

the medical center had no perception that it was 
undersupplied with patients. It had, in fact, a 
major problem on its hands of being able to take 
care of the over-supply of patients wanting ad
mission to the hospital. 

Mr. Henry J. (Jack) Waters, Jr., died at the 
age of 75, Tuesday, November 4, 1975. He had 
frrst begun working for the Tribune under his 
uncle, Ed Watson. He took over the 
management of the Tribune in 1937 upon the 
death of his uncle. Jack Waters was a man of 
great integrity, sincerity and honesty. He 
maintained a rather low proflle, unlike his uncle 
Ed Watson. Few people in the community were 
more highly respected than Jack Waters. 

Since his death, Henry J. Waters, III, his son, 
has guided and directed the Columbia Daily 
Tribune in a most effective manner. 

Daily Tribune, indicates his real -------
commitment to "See that a four-year 
medical school is established and 
that it is located in Columbia." The 
Tribu1le played a substantial part in 
helping to bring the four-year 
medical school to the university 
campus. 

Even after the medical school 
was established on the university 
campus, Mr. Waters continued to 
support the medical center. A strong 
editorial on Thursday, January 9, 
1964, by Mr. Waters was in response 
to statements from Kansas City's 
Mayor Davis that the university's 
medical center in Columbia lacked 
patients to meet the medical school's 
needs. Because of this, Mayor Davis 
indicated that Kansas City had a 
good chance of getting MU to 
establish a branch of its medical 

O .. r Dr. St.phcaon: 

l~_._.""'_"'" _c._.-
c. ___ ..-__ .... ----

... u ... ,., ••••• __ ....... "*"IM_ COtMUfY 

II ....... .,. .... , .. AYI .. . ,.. L.OU'. I. MO. 

GA."IILD ,a'i 

Jun. 27, 1952 

Sorry to have ba.n ao lone in anaverlna YOllr 
latter. Bwelt on the h.t, Wllch c.rtainly h .xc ..... nouah. 

I will a and on to ar. Xlddl.bllah th1a w .. k 
the _terlal on ,rante and gifta. 

While I coUld not a •• how the UoY.rnor c~llli 
do oth .. wia., I frankly .a worr1ed \lntl1 ha f1nallr,.a1 lJ11 d the 
bill. I knew the othar ald. wu reelly pllttlna -.r a .t on hit:. 
(hor,. Wlllaon dea.rYH a lot of credit-and w. ell know how ... ch 
we owe to lOll. I .. aura that yoar t_tll101lY b.for. the co.lltt .. 
had • c ... at d.al to do with S.tt1nc it throllih the Leslalatw: •• 

I .s ... a with YOll that in • f.w y.ra we will 
all b. aurprla.d at how auch will b. accoapUahed in ColUllbla. 

With all b.at wieh.a. 

school on Kansas City'S expanding Dr. Htllh I. Stephenaon,Jr., 

"Hospital Hill." Mr. Waters' := i:Z,U~t·~~~~y :>Chool of • .. dlcln., 

thoughtful editorial effectively ~~-~~-I1111!~~~~--!IIJII~IIII)II~--. 
countered the argument. Actually, George C. Willson and Charles C. Clayton o/the Glo~Democrat 

were long time and consistent supporters 0/ tIre Columbia location. 
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THE COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE 
CoWMBlA. MISSOURI 

September 4, 1950. 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, jr., 
lIew York Clty. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thanks for your flne analysls of the 
medlcal school problem 8S lt concerns Col
umbls and the people of lUssourl. Your 
letter and summary wll1 bs of great value to 
us when the occas1on sr1ses to go to bat 
agAln on thls matter. 

You may rest 8ssured that the Trlbune 
wll1 contlnue lts efforts to dee thAt a 
four-year me~lcal school ls estab11shed and 
thAt lt ls located ln Columbla. 

Wlth all good wishes, I am 

ely yours, ;jr. 
~ 

thers, jr., E" .' 

The Columbia Daily Tribune continued to support MUs medical school 
during this past almost fifty years. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

The Only Sure Cure 
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. " .. '::~-.- ~ 
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...... .. ~ ... ' .. 

l.q~, .. 
" . '-

, . 
-. ~ '\ 

1;111"; Tn I.n Hili ~t:lJ. (:' THt: liTUF. )lEDIC.U !alOOf. !iITF.? 

77w /WI-Dispatch CQl'foonUt Fitzpatri'* IIIpI' lite Columbia location. 
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Bob White of the 
Mexico Ledger Urges 

Governor Smith To Sign 

"Medical School Should Be in Columbia" 

The following editorial in the Mexico Ledger 
by highly respected and internationally known 
Robel1 M. White, II, makes a strong plea for 
Governor Smith to sign the medical school bill. 
"It will be an achievement which may well turn 
out to be the greatest of his administration." 

After Governor Smith signed the appropria
tion bill for the four-year medical school, editor 
C. C. Clayton wrote, "The St. Louis Globe
Democrat entered actively into the campaign to 
establish the school of medicine and the state 
health center at Columbia as we were convinced 
that, first, there is an urgent need for more 
doctors and better health facilities in Missouri, 
and, second, because we felt that the best 
interest of the University of Missouri as well as 
of the health program demanded the location of 
the school in Columbia as an integral part of the 
university. 

"This newspaper is proud of its small part in 
the utilization of this program. We join in 
commending Governor Smith for 
his wise decision which now makes 
it possible." 

I •• h~ .k"~I. ," 'n .~ ",,"at .. . J , ....... "" .. '.II._.'U.,::.. ..... " ...... ,,· ...... " ... , .... I·." ••• iI ... >I" .. _ .. 
:~ ~~:~:~ .. ~" h~·."1w ... ~~~..!:n ';:::: 
) ... I ... I .\ ..... · ........ .. .......aIr .. b,~or 

<J4 "a ,, '~' 1..'",.. T ..... ~ .... ............ 
ftUft>' " , ... ~tI ef IIw .,-ut_ •• 
1 ... 1 .a ........ ! Iot ';w.r_ I~aI. lUI 
' 1w •• ·M" ..... . '.'. -......I """ ... 
...... 1.1 joe I«.~ .. ioo C ........... u" 
iM.,.: ral .... ' .. ' Iot . ... · ... ,.;.)' . 
~of ..... . . _ial_ --"""'.M 

i t .--•. _ .... that C.-.-..... io.IM 
l<-t;'-al . i, . .. Dt. II ... IoI'"_ ~ • ....--) •. _fOIO' .... ' •• c04 !Iw W ... Y ...... 

1;:;'::;~~!.1c~'::.."; ~.~I.~:::. ~~ 
u .... Iw . ro' ...... Io ..... . ~._ .. 

• • 10; .... ''''' '''' .......... 11 ... .... - • 
01 llor ............ , •• , ..... , "' __ aI 
""->t. ", .... .... u" a ... ....... 
. .... . ........ .... ,_ .... M d Olt ,,~ 
~· . . .... I ( "_ ... 11 ........ 1 '" <: ........ 
.... .. ,lar ... . I1 ......... 5t.~ 

TIot ..... ' ..... .... ..,.. .... " ... • 
..... NU ~ Uoh. f~ • ,.."" 
"".H f ..... Lk. S.~ .. I ... ... ,.. ...... C_"' .... , ......... 
::..~!.t :c~.~-.:f.t~"'~:1f: ...... _ ••• ,, 1"" ......... _ 
........ .... ""_ .... I., ,.no" ,. 
~- .. ... , ........ " .. ..-; .......... _ ....... '.'"'""10·_111'.--
" . ... , ioo"~.I __ I. .. ..... ......... 
.. 10M " .... ., .. -.. .. .;aI ... ,,~ ; 
.. .... ' IM'r I'l . ill .... .. ;..a...,. '1 ... • 
M ......... ;" ... ~" 1_ , .... ..... ft'N" . 
..... 1M1 ..... " w ;n M' M II' ..... ;.. 
u ... I ,..,I .,I .... ~'. It ... 
~~ ... - , .............. , ... ...., 
IoChooI ... WI,......"' M.c1lrilJ . · 
ul ..... I ..". _ ... .. IO'f1 • ., .. 
• 1I1_ j ... " . , .. _ ."" ....... h 
...... .,H'Miow ....... IM'r .. .. ~ . .. 
W low , '" In:_ If .... ;. .... aI .... 
" 1_ .100( 10 ..... Mn .. ...... .... 
~ .. M ....... .. . . . _, ....... .. 
• IN I~ ..... '.h .... ;,,' ..... , ... wiollo , ... 
.-oMorittoc .... lfOfd ..... iI .. .... • -, ... "._. ~.- .. ........ ....,. 
"," ,,,'~I Mat _ . .. .... .., 

~ ....... I .... "' ..... _ ' .... - .. . 14w ........ ........ , .-

.. A::t.;.:::.":~~ 
~~~.:~ .. -- ., ..................... ., 
-_ ..... ........ 11 ............... ' ;" , ... netft'iI , ... _ . ....... .... ....... , ..... -- ...... ,....... ..... . ........ --.... .. .... ...,. 
MI ...... ~ "- .. ~ .......... __ ............... .. 
__ ................... ..w., 
~ ........ - .. ....., .. -1' .......... Ihjfic ....... Dr • 
~ .......... .. , .... --_ .. -A-w.· ............ _ 
......... - ,. ... IIrr- ....... ... ..... ,- ................. _ .. 
, ... _I __ ... ""'"how .. ...... ..,. w • .......-Ulllwnit, .... ..... 
inIOl ..... lie ........ ,,.. ..... __ 
""oM .... _ .. ,-'_ .... 1111 
;.1'._ .... ;.ow .............. ~-. 
T ... u......,.., ...... __ .• t_r-
MNir .. _ tHti .......... It 

;-.., .... .e'~~....:::-:~ 
_ .,. ....... t ......... t ... ~ 
1_ ......... III ........ , or.-... 

~:'~~=.;:'! 
::7.~~~~ ... ) .................. .. 
~ ...... --- ..... ..... ... 

I ~.IIIISIIC .. f . C-- .. ...... __ , ... 

... I e ............... ' .... ", ..... 

Mr. Clayton was optimistic that the 
governor would sign the appropriations 
hill, Mr. Clayton mentioned that the 
conference committee of the House and 
Senate ·Today approved $6 million and 
all that remains now is the governor's 
signature. " 

_ '.".0 ' .. 0""'_ .... 000.' ,rr ,,.., ... ... w._~ ........... ... .... _~O 

Dr. BUlb E. St.pbeneon Jr •• 
I.w York Uni. Medical ~bool. 
4n Firat Av ...... 
lew York. 16. N. Y. 

D.ar Dr. St.pb.neon : 

eLOU · OI....ociltAT ~I'"IN. CO"~N'" 

'''AHOIIL I H ...... [ .• I f LO U" 1. " 0 

GA"" t IlLD t ZtZ 

Marcb 1). 1952 

I haven't had a chance b.tor. th1e to tbank you 
tor JOur letter and the intorwatlon on tb. roundationa. I have 
put lt to good u ... I a. lncloainl tbe editorial tbe Mexico Lad&er 
ran on the "OIIt page Tueaday. wblcb you can a .... de u •• ot lt too 
I talkad to Bob White about it when be was ln Monday. •• 

The conr.ranc. co_ltt •• today approved tbe 
t6.ooo.ooo appropriatlon and all tbat r ... ina now is ' the Go.emor'a 
aignature. lanaaa City la trylng to put pre. sur. on bl. to .eto lt 
but I a. hop.tul that we can orr •• t th.lr .rrort. and pera~. hi.' 
to algn tbe bill. In any .v.nt w.·U k .. p our tinprs cro ... d. 

I waa talking to Georg. Willaon r.c.ntly and 
he .. ntlon.d th. Globe'. part ln the l~nl rlgbt. I r • .tnd.d bim that 
th.re ha.e be.n eo.e others, includinl the fin. work you ha •• don. 
and added that tt. re ls cr.dit .noucb ror aU--and I tbink tbe • 
Ir.at.at .atieraction will b. in havinl acco.pliebed aa.ething tor 
the lOod or the entire atate. or cou .... that i. anticipating but 
at the .., ... nt I reel hop.rul. • 

With b.et pereonal r.prde. 

CordiaUy. 
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'The Era of Inadequate Medical Care' 
.EdItorial .., IL II. WHITE D Ia the 1IIEXIOO W!;Utit;K 

The people of MiSlOurl are of bl", heart 
thil week. Particularly the people of rural 
MislOuri. They watth Jeffenon City hope
fully, waiting for the end of an inexcuaable era: 
The era of inadequate medical care. 

In rural MiSlOuri entire towns have no doc
tor. Entire counti.. have only one or two. 
Government experta aay there Ihould be a min
Imum of 1500 penona per physician. In rural 
MiSlOuri, tIM averap ia 2434 penona per pbyai
cian, according to a recent lurvey of 20 typical 
rural countiea. And of the doctors we do ha .... 
the IUrvey dlleloaed that one out of three il 
over 65, paat retirement age. Ia there any won
der that rural MiSlOuri II deeply coneerned with 
Ita medical care problem! 

The answer to thAt problem today Iiel in 
Jefferoon City. A confcrenee of the HOUM 
and Senate will be held there thil week on the 
omnibla appropriation bill. High among ita 
moat important iteml ia $6,000,000 allocated for 
a four-year medical Khool at ColumbiL The 
allocation Ihould be $9,000,000. But $6,000,000 
la enough for a .tart_nd a ltart at getting 
better medical care for rural MiSlOuri II cauae 
for high heart on the farma and in the towns 
and villarea of Miuourl. 

However, with thil hope for the end of an 
!nexcuaabl. era of doctor .hortagu-la di.guat. 
W. are told that a handful of men are now 
alanninr a political abortion againat locating 
the medical ochool in the center of the ltate. 
Th ... men admit the ochool i. _ry. Bat 
the, &ly that If the Khool i. not located in 
their town, ia Kanaaa City, then it ahan DOt be 
located at all 

Civic pride la one thing. Howner, civic 
.. !fi.hn ... il another, Mayor William E. Kemp 
of Kan... Cit, eeem. to have lined ap with 
tit... men. Apparently eaating uid. U
friendabip. and inlareata that WVI hla ben ill 

rural MiSlOuri, he has said Go,' . Smith "will be 
foolish if he doea not veto the medical school 
appropriation." 

There are even a few doctors in the state 
who mouth theM words: 

"The school muat be in Kansas City-or not 
at all." 

They mouth these worda, but we cannot 
believe they belie"e them, that they actually be
lieve the ochool should be located on the westorn 
rim of the ltate, buried in a city to be just an
other trade .. hool. After all, doctors not only 
have their oath to humanity, but they also have 
their personal dedication to the care of those 
who need them. For this very reason, plu~ the 
doctors' professional respeet for scientific re
.earcl;, lu",ly a great majority of th, ... doctors 
We do have favor lOcating the srhool with the 
univeraity at Columbia. 

The best minds in the country in the field 
of medical education recommend having your 
four-year medical .. hool .. a part of your .tatc 
university. The great foundations, luch as the 
Rockefeller Foundation, have indicated a keen 
intereat in MillOuri'l medical ochool, if it is lo
cated at Columbia-and a sharp disintere.t if 
it ia located in Kanau City. Why! 

Becau.e their experienee with medical 
ochooJ. in other ltatea provea to their satisfac
tion that a Khool ahould be located whert', 
among other vital factor.. it has the "euieat 
poaaible contact with the physicists, chemists. 
bio1ogiata, peychologi.ta. anthropologiata, ao
ciologiata and the humaniata of the uninrlity." 

AU of thll beinlr true, the people of )lissourl 
100k to Jefferaon <;ity thil week. Particularly 
the people of rural MillOuri. Gov. Smith h .. 
aJm.t at the tip of hil pen an achievement 
wblth lIIay _11 tum out to be the gTeatest of 
hla adminiatration. He, too, mlat be of high 
Mart. 

This important editorial by Bob White of the Mexico Ledger (sent to me by 
Charles Clayton) beautifully voiced the sentiment of so many in rural Missouri 
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ToE COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE 
COWMBIA, MISSOURI 

Janu&rY 9, 19~1. 

!)to. Hugh S. Stephl!nson, Jr., 
Bell evue 1., .. <ilcll1 Center, 
N .... York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. St .. ph .. nson: 

I hl'.Vp. rell" 101 th 1nterest your letter of 
JanulU'y 6 re~"rdlnp; thp. unlv"ral tv me~l"'ll 
achool ~d etpte health eervl"". 

We hav~ onl" three or four ~xtra coplee 
of our e<il torlals on "11 .. , but tf you wlah 
to <iletrtbute thee .. ln greater numbers I'll 
be ~lad to hAve thp.m reset and run of on 
OIAr proof preas. You 81''' At I tberty tn ""'1(" 
whatever uae of the," yotl thlnk w111 help 
tha cftUee. I hAd A letter from Prealdl!nt 
IUMlahuah CO!1Jll1:!1ent~nR the ",n torlala, a" 
the~ are 1n 11np. wlth the unlverslty'a 
thinking. 

With kin<leat reg&rd8, I am 

Very truly your., 

TH;; COLU!AI!IA DAILY TRIBUNf: 
. I 

. / J " J " 
..K. J. ""tera, Jr., Publlsher. 

I 

MI'. Jack Waters 
the Tribune lent evelY support possible. 
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llemy J. Waters, Ill, with his father Hen')' J. Waters, Jr., two higlJly intelligent, thoughtful and effective newspaper men 
who have both had a very laudatory influence on Columbia s growth. 
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Henry J. Waters, Ill, (Hank) has provided much of the leadership to encouraGe consolidation and cooperation of the 
various medical entities in Columbia. His ability to see the "big picture" for health care in Missouri has brought 
together an important group to study all of the options that would be beneficial in combini'!G local health care assets. 
He states in a letter to me, "If we can make our health care apparatus more efficient and effective, we can be stronger 
and more appealing to students and patients from the broadest geographicaT area. We might enhance the delivery of 
medical education by doing it all over town and engaging as many local docs as possible. We should be able to build 
a better private system by maximizing the use of allfacilities. This kind of collaboration may result in cost savings and 
quality enhancement at the same time. " 
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Bedside teaching 
A Mary Pax Photo 
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A House Committee 
Determines Site of Four-Year 

Medical School 

For over 40 years, the debate raged over where to 
put Missouri's four-year medical school. Finally, in 
1951, House Speaker Roy Hamlin, a democrat from 
Marion County, was authorized to select a 
committee of three democrats and two republicans to 
make a survey of the possible sites for a four-year 
state medical school. 

Austin Hill was picked to be the chairman of the 
five-man house committee, which also consisted of 
Orner H. Avery of Troy, Dr. Claude Duckett of 
Lamar, Samuel Mwphy of Kirkwood and Roscoe D. 
Moore of Perryville. The house gave the committee 
$1,000 for expenses. 

At an earlier time, Representative Hill had co
sponsored a Bill to establish the last two years of the 
medical school in Kansas City. 

Austin Hill 

Mr. and Mrs. AUstin Hill 
lebrate 40th Wedding Anniversary 

Years later, Austin Hill and his wife were 
honored for their lifetime work in Missouri 
government by the Missouri House of 
Representatives on Monday, February 1, 1993, with 

a special Missouri House of Representatives 
resolution · #105 introduced by Representative 
Christopher S. Kelly, and adopted by Bob F. Griffin, 
Speaker of the House. 

Austin Hill and his wife, the former Claire 
Ravenscraft, were the first and only couple to be 
married during a full-dress law-making session in 
Missouri's House of Representatives. They were 
married on February 2, 1953, by House Chaplin, 
Reverend E. W. Baty. More than 200 guests were 
present, including then Governor Phil M. Donnelly. 

Austin Hill's service included eight years as a 
democratic representative from Howard County, six 
years as chief clerk, four years as deputy secretary of 
state, and six years at the head of the department of 
health, education and welfare. He retired from 
politics in 1968. 

The house committee traveled to Columbia and 
Kansas City to visit various university facilities, the 
Ellis Fischel Cancer Hospital and various individuals 
involved in hospital administration and medical 
education in the two cities. 

It is interesting to note that the first witness to 
appear before the five-man committee of the House 
of Representatives to make recommendations 
regarding the establishment of the four-year medical 
school of Missouri was Warren G. Heames. He 
testified, both as a student in the university law 
school and also as a member of the House of 
Representatives from Mississippi County. Heames 
emphasized before the committee that the 
university's governing power was clearly vested by 
the state's constitution in the board of curators and 
that the board should make the decision about the 
location of the four-year medical school. 

Later in May, 1951, with the board battling with 
membership changes, members of the House were 
taking new initiatives on the medical school. A 
powerful, and somewhat controversial Speaker of 
the House, Ray Hamlin (whose father and brother 
were physicians ) stimulated in Representative Austin 
Hill an interest in the medical school issues. 
Consequently, Representative Hill, whose brother 
had gone to the two-year medical school, began to 
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survey his fellow House members on the subject. 
After informally surveying the House, Hill 

offered a resolution on June 5, 1951, to create a 
House committee on the medical school issue. The 
House adopted the Hill resolution two days later, and 
on June 15, Hamlin appointed the members of the 
committee: four out of five of the committee 
members were from small towns. 

House Committee Hearings Begin 

Austin Hill's committee promptly began hearings on 
the medical school issue in July that extended into 
August and September in Columbia, Kansas City, 
and Jefferson City, respectively. 

that a severe shortage of doctors and hospital beds 
existed in rural areas. Haag also concluded that a 
four-year medical school in Columbia would help to 
attract more young doctors to the practice of 
medicine in rural Missouri. At the committee's July 
II meeting in Columbia, Fred Heinkel and A. D. 
Sappington of MFA presented the MFA sponsored 
study of health care in Missouri. 

In August, 1951, the Hill committee inspected 
the Kansas City facilities and talked with city 
officials and representatives of the Jackson County 
Medical Society. The Kansas City proposal was 
essentially the same that had been made in 1942. The 
Kansas City advocates claimed that recruiting rural 
students, even for a school located in a big city, was 
a more effective way to supply more rural physicians 

than locating a medical school in a 
rural area. Dr. Edgar Virden of 
Missouri State Medical 
Association stressed the point that 
the number of medical specialists 
in Kansas City far outnumbered 
those in Columbia and that there 
would be available in far greater 
numbers to teach medical students 
than the corresponding numbers in 
Columbia. 

Dean Tranwick Stubbs 
Resigns 

The entire committee visited the two-year school. 

Shortly after the Hill legislative 
committee held its hearings in 
Kansas City, Dean Stubbs quit his 
job and aimed a blast at the 
university president, President 

On July 11, 1951, the committee inspected the 
university's existing medical facilities in Columbia 
and questioned Powell McHaney and other members 
of the board of curators, Dean Tranwick Stubbs, Dr. 
John Modlin of the Ellis Fischel State Cancer 
Hospital, and representatives from the Missouri 
Farmers Association (MFA). 

Fred Heinkel, president of the MFA, and I had 
several conversations concerning the importance of 
the location of the four-year medical school. I 
believe we were successful in convincing Mr. 
Heinkel that building a medical school in Columbia 
would be a boon to MFA's constituents, Missouri's 
farmers. Shortly after that, Mr. Heinkel put his top 
research man, Hermann Haag, to work on a study of 
medical care in Missouri. Haag's study demonstrated 
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Middlebush, and his vice-president, Leslie Cowan. 
Stubbs charged that Middlebush had consistently 
prevented the development of a four-year medical 
school because Middlebush was afraid that a four
year medical school would drain money from the 
rest of the university. Indeed, it was well-known 
among university officials that medical schools were 
a colossal financial headache. 

The Association of American Universities 
reported in 1951 that a sampling of 36 private and 
public universities showed that medical education 
was the single most pressing financial problem of 
these universities. A 1952 presidential commission 
on the health needs of the nation reported that 
practically no medical schools in the country had 
been able to meet its budget out of current income. 
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The immediate reason for Stubbs' resignation, 
however, was a dispute with the university vice
president, Cowan, who had recently moved the 
university hospital from the medical school dean's 
supervision. Dean Stubbs maintained that he had not 
been consulted. 

The board of curators accepted Dr. Stubbs' 
resignation three weeks earlier that he had requested. 
He was given terminal pay to continue until October 
1, 1951. It was at this point that Dr. M. Pinson Neal 
was appointed acting dean for the interim. A board 
committee composed of Powell McHaney, Glen 
Hendron, and James A. Finch was selected to search 
for a successor to Dr. Stubbs. 

The Hearing Committee Moves 
to Jefferson City 

In the wake of Stubbs' resignation and charges, 
which were widely circulated in the press, the Hill 
committee held its final hearing in Jefferson City. In 
fact, Stubbs asked for, and received, a chance to 
present his opinions at the hearing. Others testifying 
at the hearing included the dean of the St. Louis 
School of Medicine, the city councilmen of Kansas 
City, and the president of the Missouri State Medical 
Association, all of whom supported the Kansas City 
location for the medical school. Among those 
testifying for the Columbia location were Powell 
McHaney, Dr. Frank G. Mays, a physician from 
Washington, Missouri, and myself. 

Wednesday, September 12, 1951 
Formal Hearing Begins 

On Wednesday, September 12,1951, the House 
committee to determine the site of the four-year 
medical school met in the House lounge in Jefferson 
City. Members present: Chairman Austin Hill, Dr. 
Claude Duckett, Omer R. Avery, Roscoe C. Moore, 
Samuel Murphy. Much of the testimony is presented 
verbatim as was picked up by the committee short
hand reporter. In order for the reader to get a sense 
of the importance of this hearing, and the arguments 
around which the debate hinged, most of it herein 
recorded. 

I was the first person to be called to testify 
before the committee. For more than an hour and a 
half, I gave testimony before the committee. My 
comments were: 

"Chainnan Hill, members of the committee, and 
guests of the committee, the opportunity to be here 

before this committee is certainly a privilege which 
I appreciate more than you might realize. I think that 
Missourians in all parts of the state have begun to 
think more about the problem of what a medical 
school will mean to Missouri and what exactly we 
should expect out the medical school in Missouri. 
Even though this controversy has been going on for 
a long time, I think that in reality Missouri is going 
to benefit, because people in all parts of the state are 
rallying around the support of the university and 
they are beginning to understand a little bit more 
what they think they would like to buy with their 
money when they invest in a medical school. 

"I particularly envy the members of this 
Committee because to a large extent it will depend 
upon you five gentlemen as to what the future will 
hold in Missouri as to the standards of medical 
education and to some extent the standards of 
medical practice will be. I am sure you realize what 
a tremendous responsibility this is. It is one that 
certainly comes only a few times in a lifetime. I, 
myself, would travel three times as far as New York 
if I thought that I might be able to contribute even 
the slightest bit to a solution as to where the logical 
place to build a great new medical school in 
Missouri would be. 

"I would like to make it clear in the first place 
that 1 am appearing as a citizen of Missouri and as 
one who has graduated from its university at 
Columbia, and the two-year medical school at 
Columbia, and from one of the other medical schools 
in Missouri. I finished at Washington University. I 
also have had the privilege of training in many of 
Missouri's fine hospitals. I worked at Bames 
Hospital in St. Louis for several years and in the 
course of that time spent several months at the Ellis 
Fischel State Cancer Hospital in Columbia and at the 
City Hospital in St. Louis, the St. Louis Jewish 
Hospital, the Malcolm Bliss Psychopathic Hospital 
and some of the other hospitals affiliated with the 
schools in my postgraduate training. Since I left 
Washington University and Barnes Hospital, I have 
been working at New York University Bellevue 
Medical Center. 1 feel humble appearing before this 
committee after you have heard the testimony all 
summer long of many of the leaders and most 
learned men in the state. I certainly have no 
pretensions to their qualifications, but if there are 
any points at all that I can contribute, I feel that it 
certainly has been worth my while. I hope that it will 
be worth the Committee's time for me to have 
appeared. You have heard testimony from many 

169 



History of Medicine at 0[' Mizzou 

people. By now there are a few questions that are in 
your minds that maybe have still not be answered, 
and I think that perhaps it would be good for me to 
try and answer some of the questions that are still in 
your minds as to the problems still confronting the 
location of the medical school - for example, the 
amount of clinical material that will be available, the 
amount of clinical material that will be needed, and 
comments on other aspects of the medical school, 
including costs questions. I would like for you to 
break in at any time if you have questions. 

"I think it is important that we agree on a few 
fundamental principles, and I am sure you have 
thought of this a great deal- what is the mission of 
this medical school to be, what is the target of our 
mission in regards to what we are going to expect 
out of the medical school? 

Mission of a Medical School 

"It is very important that we understand that, 
6ecause there have been those in the state who have 
told us, for example, that the function of this medical 
school is simply to graduate fifty, sixty, seventy 
doctors a year. In this committee, I would like to 
quote, from the New Jersey Medical Commission. 
Last week, I was down at Rutgers University, which 
is the state university of New Jersey, and talked to 
the officials at that school. Their report was a 
unanimous decision of the twenty men on the com
mittee - (I might remark that this twenty-man 
committee was appointed partially by the governor, 
partially by the legislature, partially by the Medical 
Association of New Jersey and partially by the 
officials of Rutgers University). In their booklet in 
which they reported their findings, it was their 
conclusion that the medical school should be located 
as the integral part of the allied sciences on the 
campus there in New Brunswick. At the onset, it was 
their opinion that this question of the mission of the 
medical college should be decided upon - and they 
quoted from the prospectus of the New York Univer
sity College of Medicine and University hospitals in 
1945, which stated that the mission of a medical 
school is now three-fold - 'the training of the 
physician, the search for new knowledge and the 
care of the sick.' Now whether you like that or not, 
you can't separate that mission because they are so 
mixed up with each other that it is impossible to 
separate those three factors. I quote a little further, 
they say that 'medicine can be handed on to suc
ceeding generations only by long training in the 
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scientific methods of investigation.' The whole 
future of medical care rests upon a continuing supply 
of physicians and upon the promise of new dis
coveries. 

"The purpose of a medical school, then, can only 
be achieved by endeavor in all three directions -
medical education, research and community care, 
and they must be carried on simultaneously, for they 
are wholly dependent upon each other, not only for 
inspiration but for their very means of success.' 

"Dr. Waxman, who is an associate professor at 
Rutgers, several years ago discovered streptomycin. 
Now streptomycin is often used in place of penicillin 
and is more effective in more diseases than penicil
lin, and streptomycin was discovered there by Dr. 
Waxman in the microbiology department. They feel 
very strongly that the soil sciences and all the in
tegrated sciences can contribute a great deal more in 
New Jersey to the development of future medicine 
than it could at an isolated trade school. 

"I would like to quote from the editor of the 
American Journal o/Surgery this past month. - Dr. 
Thurston Scott Weldon, editor of the American 
Journal, who states that, 'medicine's achievement in 
the growing control of disease, increases in longevity 
and increases in quality of medical care, are largely 
the direct consequence of our system of medical 
education with its double emphasis upon instruction 
and research.' 

Dolman Survey 

"And, there is another quotation here which I 
think is very important The quotation is from a 
survey by Dr. Dolman. Dr. Dolman sent me this by 
airmail Monday from British Columbia, the Univer
sity of British Columbia This survey is probably the 
most extensive that I have found so far. It covers 
thirty-three universities. He spent many months on 
a leave of absence from that university making the 
survey. He interviewed over two hundred and 
seventy-five professors, deans and heads of medical 
schools all over the country. I might read you his 
final conclusion - He says 'No issue is more 
important in the future of the school than its 
location. I am convinced that the university campus 
is the proper location for the whole medical school.' 

''The medical school in Missouri is going to be 
a monument to the efforts and judgement of this 
committee sixty and a hundred years from now. It is 
important that we realize what the trends in medical 
education are. It is important that we foresee these 
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new trends that are occurring. In 1910 Abraham 
Flexner made a survey which, for example, 
completely changed medical education up to that 
point. In 1940, the American Medical Association 
published their survey which included all the schools 
in the country. In this report, I notice they start off 
here - 'The influence of universities in medical 
education has developed rapidly in the past thirty 
years. At the time of the survey, fifty-seven of the 
sixty four-year schools of medicine in the United 
States were officially at least part of a university.' 

"And, as you recall, I think it was pointed out to 
you that they found that the top fifteen ranking 
schools that they rated, only one was located at a 
great distance from its university. And, as you know, 
in regard to the trends in medical education, this 
survey which Dr. Abraham Flexner was in charge of 
- and, by the way, I might say that Dr. Flexner has 
gone on record very definitely in favor of putting the 
school on the university campus - I think that I 
might just read you that quotation ifI can find it. Dr. 
Flexner, whose opinion should be regarded as highly 
as anybody in the country, because to him we are 
indebted a great deal for the present trends in 
medical education. You will notice that they state 
that from 1880 to 1903 the number of medical 
schools in the United States increased from 90 to 
154. There were 27,615 students. In other words, the 
quality of medical education has increased a great 
deal because they have done away with the trade 
schools, the isolated schools, and they are trying to 
build the schools correlated with the allied sciences 
correlated with the highest standards that they can 
possibly achieve. As Dr. Flexner states, 'Can the 
medical school be developed in a small town? I have 
visited every medical school in the United States and 
medical schools in every country in Europe. My 
answer to that question is an unequivocal ~. I go 
further. 'The right kind of a medIcal school 
cannot be developed Il!U from the university.' 

"And, of course, along with Dr. Flexner, you 
have heard the opinion of Dr. Alan Gregg cited upon 
many occasions. He is the head of the Rockefeller 
Foundation and he is now on a trip to India and 
around the world including the study of some 
European medical schools. I saw him in st. Louis 
last year. He spoke at the Washington University 
Fiftieth Anniversary and it was his opinion that Mis
souri University and the state of Missouri would be 
making a tragic mistake, one which they would 
regret for many, many years if they were to separate 
their medical school and would allow a certain group 

in the state to dismember - to divorce the school 
from its logical location and to drag it off to the far 
western edge of the state. I think that Dr. Gregg over 
and over again has shown us that the medical school 
and the university, and every member, every citizen 
in the state, in the long run has more to gain by 
locating the school in the center of the state as
sociated with all the other departments of the univer
sity. 

Dr. Donald H. Barron 

"It is very difficult to determine at the present 
just where medicial education begins and where 
medical education ends. As a matter of fact. Dr. 
Donald H. Barron, who used to be at the University 
of Missouri, the best teacher that I ever had. (Dr. 
Barron has gone on to Yale University where he has 
been a very outstanding member of their faculty 
also.) Dr. Barron says 'To set up a medical faculty 
in Kansas City is to deprive the school of the oppor
tunities for the interchange of ideas of information 
and cross-fertilization, with a first class college of 
agriculture, for example. A faculty well known for 
its studies on sex hormones and upon energy ex
changes, capable of contributing to a fundamental 
understanding of the problems of obesity and ageing, 
with well known departments of botany, zoology, 
physics, chemistry and soil sciences, each of which 
is becoming increasingly important in the search for 
and the development of antibiotics, in the use of 
radiant energy and disease.' 

"Who can say now where the study of medicine 
begins or ends. It would seem to me that the study of 
medicine more and more is beginning when the 
student steps into his first day of undergraduate 
school and then on to graduate school and no one 
knows where it ends. As Dr. Duckett, I am sure has 
found, it continues way past the time you get out of 
medical school. Surely, those interested in geriatrics 
will wish contacts and cooperation with sociologists 
and psychologists in the development of their field. 
Well, as you recall, the International Society of 
Gerontology is having their convention in St. Louis 
at the present time and at that convention you are 
reading in the paper about all the sociological 
aspects of the field of geriatrics, which is, of course, 
the field of old age and the studying of diseases of 
old age and longevity, and that could be developed 
more readily on the campus of the university where 
you have all the social sciences and the sociology 
department and the psychology department and the 

171 



HistOlY of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

other aspects of the related fields. 
'''If medicine is to minister to the whole man,' 

Dr. Barron says, 'Those who attempt to achieve that 
goal can find no more adequate locus at which to 
carry on their activities than a university which by its 
name manifests its interests.' And, he goes on to 
say, 'I need not remind you that a medical school 
must have a flavor of scholasticism. Its concern is 
not so much the present as in the future.' 

"And, I might add, that someone commended the 
other day that probably the only link we have with 
etemity in our institutions is probably our univer
sities, because they go on and on through each 
generation and we contribute a little bit as we pass 
along. A medical school in this regard would be 
particularly pertinent. And, Dr. Barron further says, 
'The university is the only home for the medical 
school.' 

"Dr. Henry Sigerist, who wrote a book on the 
University at the Crossroads, says 'We still need 
more than ever a scientific physician, well trained in 
the laboratory and the clinic, but we need more, we 
need a social physician who is conscious of develop
ments, conscious of the social functions of medicine, 
considers himself in the service of society. Intimate 
contact with the humanities and the social science 
departments in the modern university, therefore, is 
likewise vitally important to the advancement of 
medicine and has been too long neglected in the 
training of the present day physicians.' 

"I have visited about thirty-four medical schools 
in the country. I have visited over seventy-five of the 
hospitals in this country and in Europe and one thing 
that impressed me a great deal is the relationship of 
the universities with the city hospital. Now we have 
been told that you have just got to have a tremen
dous amount of clinical material. We will deal with 
that a little bit later. But in regard to the city 
hospitals, it would be very helpful for us to just think 
a minute on what has been the experience of the 
schools in this country with city hospitals? What is 
the trend? Are they using the city hospitals more? 
Or, are they finding it necessary to build their own 
hospitals? Well, now at my own hospital, at Bellevue 
Hospital in New York, which is one of the largest 
hospitals in the country and one of the largest in the 
world, Colwnbia University used to be associated in
timately with that hospital, but they found that the 
city hospital was not ideal to their purposes and so 
they moved up town and built their own huge 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center. Cornell used 
to be associated with Bellevue; it ceased that in-
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timate association and moved up and built its own 
hospital. And now New York University, right next 
door, is building a thirty-two million dollar huge 
medical center. That is besides four thousand beds at 
Bellevue. They find that the city hospital is not 
adequate for their needs. 

"The University of Chicago Medical School 
moved to their main campus and built their own 
University Hospital. Northwestern did the same 
thing. They moved over and built the Wesleyan 
Hospital. Illinois built the Illinois Research Hospital 
right next door. The largest city hospital in the 
United States is at Los Angeles, Los Angeles County 
Hospital. It is a four thousand or so bed hospital. 
And now, injust the last two years, the University of 
Califomia at Los Angeles, are they using that 
hospital? No, they are building their own hospital 
and they are building it right there on the campus of 
that university. I had a very good letter from the 
dean and the assistant dean of UCLA and I will let 
you have this letter, but would like to read a few 
pertinent points in this letter. This is from Dr. 
Norman B. Nelson, Assistant Dean. Dr. Stafford 
Warren had just left on his vacation but Dr. Nelson 
says, 'It may be of interest to you to know that 
when Dr. Warren was offered the deanship, as I 
remember, he made the statement that he would 
accept provided the school was located on the cam
pus.' In other words, he was not interested if the 
school was going to be 'another downtown trade 
school.' He wanted the school right there on the 
campus. It might be of interest also to know that we 
too had our factions who would have put the school 
other than on the campus and purely for selfish 
reasons although they could all think of arguments 
and talks to support their ideas." 

"Having been with Dr. Warren as his assistant 
dean almost since his arrival on the campus and as 
chairman of the building committee, I cannot em
phasize too strongly the importance of placing the 
medical school directly on the campus in an at
mosphere of academic science and research, rather 
than off the campus in an atmosphere of commercial 
and private practice.' 

"I was at the University of Chicago for a year. 
They used to be known as Rush Medical College 
down at Northwestern in Cook County which is a 
thirty-five hundred bed hospital, and they moved out 
of Chicago. They no longer use the Cook County 
Hospital. 
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Recruitment of Faculty 

"Dr. Warren brings up the point of the faculty. 
He says, 'In reality, it is much easier to develop a 
good faculty when you have your school right there 
on the campus.' He further says, 'Placing the 
school on the campus has made it possible to recruit 
full time academic personnel, especially in the 
clinical field. Many of these individuals would not 
have been interested in an off-campus venture.' He 
concludes with the statement that, 'The develop
ment of a medical school is an event that happens so 
seldom and is so expensive that it must be done 
right. We at UCLA have proceeded very slowly, but 
in turn feel that we have gotten the best advice 
possible throughout the country. Everyone in the 
field of medical education has gone over our plans, 
including Alan Gregg,' and he goes on down the 
list, 'and scores of others have been most 
enthusiastic and all have agreed that the develop
ment of the medical school as an integral part of the 
university was the correct procedure.' He says, 'To 
have done anything else would have meant going 
back to the old proprietary medical school approach, 
where a group of doctors got together and organized 
a school,' in conjunction with the hospital which 
they already had. 

Newer Schools 

"The newer schools in the nation who have 
achieved prominence in the field of medical science 
and education such as Duke, Vanderbilt and 
Rochester, can attest to the wisdom of being located 
on the campus.' One of these schools, Vanderbilt, is 
interesting. In 1925, when the dean arrived, he found 
that they were building a downtown hospital in 
association with the medical school. Construction on 
that hospital was stopped and they moved out to the 
campus. The wisdom of that decision is attested by 
the remarkable prominence that Vanderbilt has today 
in the medical world. Another school, the University 
of Washington at Seattle, is building their hospital 
on the campus. The University of Oregon used to be 
in direct relationship to the Multnoma County 
Hospital and now they are building their own 
hospital. At the University of Buffalo in New York, 
there was a great controversy as to whether to keep 
the school in the downtown location, and after a 
great deal of controversy, it was finally moved out to 
the main campus and built as an integral part of the 

main university. 
"These schools have made a break with these 

city hospitals. The city hospital is not the most 
desirable. In the first place, you cannot control the 
type of patients you get. In Bellevue - it is a 
wonderful hospital- we have all types of patients, 
but for teaching purposes, for example, there are 
many patients that have chronic diseases, leg ulcers, 
chronic alcoholics, and, of course, you have been 
reading about all the dope addicts that have been 
turning up at Bellevue recently. It was brought out 
by somebody that you have to have twelve to fifteen 
patients per student in a city hospital if you are going 
to have the ideal ratio. But if you have your own 
hospital, where you can control the type of patients 
that you admit, you get by with five to seven 
students. That was also in Dr. Dolman's report. In 
other words, it would be more economical from his 
standpoint if from no other standpoint. 

''Now I am sure there are several other schools 
that I have neglected to mention that have moved 
their main hospital to the university campus, but I 
think, you are beginning to be aware of the fact that 
this change is present. There is no need in Missouri 
of reversing this trend. 

The Smaller City 

"Chairman Hill, I understand, has been inves
tigating this issue very thoroughly in some of the 
other states. I am sure it has been called to his 
attention that many of the states, North Carolina, for 
example, is building a great new medical school on 
the campus at Chapel Hill - I visited that location 
- and there you have a town much smaller than the 
town in which our one main university is located. 

"In Gainesville, Florida, a fifty-man commission 
was appointed to study the proper location. Their 
commission voted to put the school in Gainesville, 
partly on the recommendations of the previous 
studies made by Dr. Gregg and Dr. Flexner. 

''New Jersey's opinion was influenced to some 
extent by Missouri's 1945 decision. And West 
Virginia was remarkably influenced, as you might 
recall reading what the governor had to say about the 
situation in West Virginia. 

"Governor Okey L. Patteson's report is worth 
reading. He says, 'I have been working diligently on 
this problem for many weeks.' They left the 
responsibility in West Virginia entirely up to the 
governor to decide the location of the medical 
school, and, of course, he felt the responsibility very 
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markedly. Governor Patteson says that, • ... and I 
have burned the midnight oil. Consistently, during 
the course of my study, I have become more and 
more impressed with the vast importance of properly 
locating a medical school. I have noted that mistakes 
in locations have resulted in great wastes in the 
taxpayers money.' 

"Dr. Dolman, in his report, mentions that 
cverywhere that he went, medical educators were 
most happy to cooperate and to tell him all they 
knew regardless of whether they were on a city 
hospital location or on a university location. So 
many mistakes have been made by other schools and 
so few ideally located communities are left with the 
opportunity to profit from these mistakes from the 
beginning: In California, for example, at San 
Francisco, Stanford University has their medical 
school, and also the University of California, which 
also has its first year over at Berkley. They have 
bcen going back and forth for several years to try to 
take the whole medical school and bring it to the 
campus. And so, he comments, that, 'The centers of 
gravity of these schools in terms of money invested 
and all the professional influence lie in San Fran
cisco.' And, it seems that both schools will probably 
bc consolidated there. 'But, the chief point about 
this situation for us to note' all were agreed that if 
they could start over again, they would plan to 
dcvelop complete medical schools on their main 
university campus.' 

"Now here we are in Missouri - we have been 
discussing this problem longer than most states who 
havc already decided on their issue. All this debate 
and discussion and talk has been a healthy thing 
becausc Missourians are beginning to realize exactly 
what they want. People all over the state are rallying 
around this issuc. I have here clippings of articles 
that I have cut out of the papers in the last several 
years. I think there are about 233 clippings on about 
170 pages and this is front page news to people all 
ovcr thc statc. 

Nobel Prize Winners 

"Dr. Corey and Dr. Erlanger of Washington 
Univcrsity arc Nobel Prize winners in medicine. A 
Nobcl Prize winner from the United States is pretty 
rare. Onc from Missouri is even more rarc. These 
two Nobcl Prize winners would likc to go on record 
as saying that thcy unqualifiedly would recommend 
that thc medical school in Missouri be developed on 
thc main campus where it can radiate its influence to 
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all four comers of the state equally, and where it can 
integrate with all the other allied sciences. The 
possibilities of research would be greater. 

"I have talked to other doctors in St. Louis. The 
majority of these doctors were practicing physicians 
and surgeons or teachers at Washington University. 
Dr. Ben Eiseman, who is the assistant dean there at 
Washington University Medical School and who has 
just recently returned from his second trip to Siam, 
where he is developing the medical school program 
in Siam in conjunction with Washington School and 
other universities in the country. In other words, the 
State Department is allowing Dr. Eiseman and others 
to go into these countries in Asia and cooperate in 
helping train their doctors - there are twenty 
doctors from Siam coming over to this country to 
train at Washington University and ten from 
Washington have gone to Siam. In other words, he 
is very interested in medical education and he said 
that I could quote him on the fact that he believed 
that Missouri should have their medical school there 
at the university. 

"I talked to other doctors who were of the same 
belief including Dr. E. A. Graham. Dr. Graham is 
probably the number one surgeon in the United 
States. The A.M.A. last year voted him the most 
outstanding physician of the year. He recently 
returned from Europe. In England he was awarded 
the Lister Medal in medicine. He has repeatedly felt 
that the medical school should be on the main 
campus at the university. 

"I have here a list of several pages of people, 
medical educators outside the state, and friends of 
the university allover the country who feel that Mis
souri's interests can best be served by having a 
medical school on the campus. 

"And that goes all the way down to Fort Lauder
dale, Florida. I was down there recently and there are 
some alumni down there who are very anxious to see 
Missouri achieve the best that it could possibly 
achieve. 

"I would like to entertain any questions that you 
might have. Maybe there are particular points that 
you gentlemen are more interested in than others and 
some of this may be a rehash. If you have any 
questions, I would be very happy to answer them." 

DR. DUCKETT: "Doctor, I would like to ask 
you this. Now, you say that you haven't seen a single 
doctor that wasn't in favor of Columbia. Did you 
know that the Missouri State Medical Association 
last April passed a resolution that was unanimous in 
favor of a metropolitan area?" 
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DR. STEPHENSON: "I am well aware of the 
Missouri State Medical Association's stand. I was 
stating that in my trip down to St. Louis, I was just 
surprised that I had not run into doctors favoring the 
Kansas City site - I am aware that a large segment 
of the medical profession in the state of Missouri has 
gone on record as favoring the school in Kansas 
City. I realize the medical association formerly used 
to favor the Columbia location and then in 1937, 
they did not favor any location. And, I have read the 
reports of Dr. Hendren and I read the reports of the 
medical association - I have the report of Mr. 
Skinner, the public relations man who helped the 
Missouri State Medical Association. It is a very good 
report and I thought it was well done, in 1949. I am 
well aware that many doctors in Missouri feel that 
the school should be in Kansas City but I think 
though that more and more as this question is being 
debated and talked about, doctors in rural Missouri 
are beginning to realize that it is going to be to the 
benefit of their hospitals and to the benefit of the 
general practitioners in particular for a medical 
school to be located in the center of the state where 
they will be able to more accurately participate in the 
benefits and the activities of the medical school and 
keep better informed. Every small hospital in the 
state of Missouri, it would seem to me, would want 
a medical school in Columbia because it is going to 
raise the standards of medical care all over the state." 

DR. DUCKETT: "Well, as you speak of the 
doctors, for instance. In the way of what they might 
pick up in the way of extra knowledge, that is our 
graduates, I mean." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I have spent a lot 
of my time in large cities where the medical students 
are in contact with the large city specialists -
specialists, who are very active and the general 
practitioner is not encouraged and his place in the 
medical world is not emphasized particularly. They 
speak of the general practitioner as the LMD or GP 
in many of our large schools. In other words, with a 
medical school in Columbia, the rightful place of a 
general practitioner would be realized more in the 
minds of the medical student He would become 
more and more conscious of the fact that the general 
practitioner is probably the one who really requires 
the greatest amount of knowledge and has the most 
difficult job in medicine today and in his viewpoint 
the general practitioner would stand higher, and he 
would be more likely to go out into rural Missouri. 
Our two large city medical schools have shown that 
they are not capable of getting doctors out into rural 

Missouri. The family physician needs to have a more 
permanent place in the general medical picture. 

MR. HILL: "Mr. Murphy, did you have a ques
tion?" 

MR. MURPHY: "Doctor, where did you get 
your information that the Missouri State Medical As
sociation at one time endorsed the Columbia site?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I have that infor
mation in a speech by Mr. MCReynolds, who deliv
ered an address before the Kansas City, Jackson 
County Medical Society on June 28, 1949. He sent 
me this address last week, and he gives the history of 
the situation. On the first page, he says, 'Through 
the joint efforts of the board of curators and the 
Missouri State Medical Association in 1920-1921, 
the General Assembly authorized the construction of 
a state hospital at Columbia to meet the needs of 
clinical teaching in the full four-year course of 
medicine.' And then he goes on and develops that 
point And, I presume that it was not until 1937 that 
the report by Dr. Cutter emphasized that perhaps 
Missouri should wait a while before they think about 
building a medical school because, in his opinion, 
there were enough doctors at that time. That was 
before the war." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well is that excerpt from Mr. 
McReynolds speech - do you interpret that as an 
endorsement by the Missouri State Medical 
Association that the medical school should be 
located at Columbia?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Not at the present, no." 
MR. MURPHY: "Or ever? At any time?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Yes, I did interpret that 

as feeling that the Missouri State Medical Asso
ciation at one time did favor the Columbia location." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, I mean as you reread 
that, are you still of that opinion?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I think I would be, yes. 
Excuse me, do you mean the 1937 report?" 

MR. MURPHY: "No, the 1920. I can't see how 
in the world that can be - we asked the question 
directly to the president of the Missouri State 
Medical Association at our Kansas City hearings, 
whether or not the Missouri State Medical Society 
had ever endorsed the site of Columbia for a medical 
school and he answered an unequivicable 'No.''' 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, then he is certainly 
correct and I am wrong." (Editorial Note: The 
MSMA, during the 1920s, 30s and 40s repeatedly 
supported the school in Columbia.) 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, I might say that you are 
not the only one that has been wrong on that 

175 



History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

statement. But I do think the record ought to be 
cleared up on that. I have just two other brief ques
tions. 

"Is it your contention, doctor, that the move of 
the state of New Jersey in locating a medical school 
at New Brunswick for Rutgers, which I understand 
is the state university for New Jersey - is it your 
position, contention that that is an argument for the 
location of a medical school in a rural area? I mean 
is it your position that that should be persuasive with 
this cOllunittee?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I think that there are 
other points which the New Jersey State Medical 
Commission emphasized in addition to the rural area 
location." 

MR. MURPHY: "Let me ask you this for my 
geographical information. Isn't it a fact that New 
Brunswick is twenty minutes from Newark?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Yes." 
MR. MURPHY: "Which is a city of about nine 

hundred thousand. You could hardly call that a rural 
area." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Oh, no. Hardly any of 
New Jersey along there is rural." 

MR. MURPHY: "All of eastern New Jersey is 
rather heavily populated, isn't it true?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "That is true." 
MR. MURPHY: "Now there is another question 

I would like to ask you. In your 1940 report there, 
the American Medical Association that you referred 
to, you indicated that they had discussed fifteen 
medical schools there that were considered outstan
ding on one basis or the other. I wonder if you have 
that list of those medical schools? You used it in 
connection with the statement that none of these 
medical schools were operated, I believe you said, as 
separate - apart from the campus. Now what I am 
interested in is a list of the fifteen medical schools 
that were considered outstanding in 1940. Do you 
have that there?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I don't believe I have that 
without reading through this material. I could cer
tainly get that for you at the close of the meeting." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, let me ask you this. Do 
you know off hand - could you name at the present 
time as many as ten or twelve of them from your 
recollection?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I would have to 
guess." 

MR. MURPHY: "Would it be a pretty good 
guess'? I mean could you do a fair job of recalling 
what those schools were'?" 
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DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I would certainly 
pick several I know. I would pick Johns Hopkins 
University." 

MR. MURPHY: And where is that located?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "That is located in Bal

timore. And I would like to quote from the director 
of Johns Hopkins and several of the directors who 
have said that Missouri should definitely locate their 
school in Columbia." 

MR. MURPHY: I appreciate that, but what I 
would like to know is how many of those outstan
ding medical schools in 1940 were located in a rural 
area?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, they say eight were 
centralized, six were partially centralized and one 
completely decentralized. Only one of these schools 
was located in a town a considerable distance from 
its parent institution." 

MR. MURPHY: Well, that is not quite the point 
that I was getting at - whether they are in con
junction with or separated from the main university. 
How many of that list of outstanding medical 
schools were located in an essentially rural area?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I can only think of 
probably Iowa University, if that is one of the 
fifteen." 

MR. MURPHY: "Is it your opinion that that 
would be one of the fifteen?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "At that time, I rather 
doubt that it was." 

MR. MURPHY: "Do you consider today that 
Iowa would be one of the fifteen outstanding 
medical schools in the United States?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I wouldn't want to say, 
because I don't know - I wouldn't feel that I was 
qualified." 

MR. MURPHY: Now, let me ask you this 
question along that line. Name two or three outstan
ding medical schools in the United States that are 
located in a rural area. That are purely within the 
first fifteen or twenty." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Duke University." 
MR. MURPHY: "Now where is that located?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "That is located in Dur-

ham." 
MR. MURPHY: "How far is that from a 

metropolitan area of consequence?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, that is just about

the largest metropolitan area in North Carolina. It is 
close to Chapel Hill and that is four thousand 
population. Actually, there are not too many large 
cities in North Carolina." 
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MR. MURPHY: "Name another one." 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, we mentioned Iowa 

City, we could mention the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor, and that of course is about thirty-eight 
to forty miles away from Detroit." 

MR. MURPHY: "How large a city is Ann 
Arbor?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "It was listed at one time, 
I think, at around twenty-eight thousand." 

MR. MURPHY: "Do you know how far Ann 
Arbor is from Lansing in Jackson, Michigan? I used 
to work up there." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "No, but I would like to 
quote from the president of the University of 
Michigan, if I may, about that situation. He com
ments very pertinently on the size of the population 
in regard to the University of Michigan. He says, 'It 
is our experience that such university hospitals either 
in a small town, that is a town of twenty to fifty 
thousand, can secure the necessary medical 
facilities.' And, he says that, 'The argwnent that 
we have often heard, that if we had our hospital 
located in Detroit, we would have more clinical 
material, has never impressed us as a valid reason for 
moving the medical school to that city. We cannot 
see that there would be an advantage to our teaching 
program to have an over abundance of broken arms 
and legs and cracked heads. If a teaching hospital 
has a good staff, the clinical material needed for 
instruction will come to it.' And, they did build a 
school in Detroit. They built Wayne University, and 
I don't think that Wayne has reached the prominence 
at the present time that Ann Arbor has. There are 
several cities in our country, in fact, I would say that 
the only schools in the country which have been 
given consistently grade B ratings over a long period 
of time - I don't think that there are any now - are 
located in some of our larger cities, like New York 
City, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, Doctor, let me ask you 
this question. Of all the medical schools in the 
United States, how many of them are located in what 
we can generally agree on as rural areas?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, Madison might be 
considered as a semi-rural area. There is - of 
course, Chapel Hill." 

MR. MURPHY: "That school is a brand new 
school isn't it? We don't have any experience to go 
by." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "No. Neither do they at 
Morgantown, West Virginia, where they are building 
their school." 

MR. MURPHY: "Nor Florida." 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Nor Florida. Well, now 

there are several other small cities. It seemed to me 
that there were about twenty percent of the medical 
schools in the country that were located in fairly 
small communities. Burlington, Vennont, has a 
population of twenty-seven thousand, and I got a 
letter from the dean there and he thinks very 
definitely that the rural location should not be 
considered as a negative factor in the location of 
your medical school. and Dr. Berryhill of North 
Carolina thinks that the metropolitan area versus the 
rural area is not the major factor. It is a question of 
the university location versus an isolated location. 
The University of Virginia at Charlottesville, (now 
Charlottesville is nineteen thousand), and they have 
a medical school and it is a very good medical 
school." 

MR. MURPHY: "Isn't it a fact that that is very 
close to a very large metropolitan area?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "That medical school is 
fifty miles from Richmond, I understand, ap
proximately. " 

MR. MURPHY: "Isn't it closer to Charlotte?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, it is in Charlot

tesville. " 
MR. MURPHY: "You know. You're familiar 

with that country, doctor." 
DR. STEPHENSON: "The University of Vir

ginia is at Charlottesville." 
MR. MURPHY: "Now here is one thing that 

concerns me about this and this is the basis for it, is 
this, that in so many states, in fact in checking a list 
that was submitted in Columbia after the hearing, I 
noted that in almost all of the states where they have 
a university centered in a rural part of the state, 
they've located their medical school for better or for 
worse in a metropolitan area of the state. In other 
words, almost without exceptions you note if you 
look at a list of all the medical schools that in almost 
every instance where the state university is main
tained in a rural part of the state that they've got a 
split school setup. Now I wondered if you could 
comment on that. I have in mind states like Illinois, 
Kansas; Kansas, I understand, that the medical 
school in Kansas has now got three years at Kansas 
City, Kansas. Their main campus is at Lawrence -
all over the United States, and you have heard a lot 
about the trend toward keeping the thing together, 
but I want to be certain what the trend really is." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I would like to 
develop that at length, if I may, because I think it is 
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extremely important to realize that most of these 
states developed their medical schools in the days 
before the present trend, in the days when it was 
convenient to locate medical schools in large city 
hospitals. I think, Mr. Murphy, you have a very good 
point that should be clarified, very definitely right 
now, it may leave some question, I think we ought to 
develop that at length. I would like to quote you 
from several authorities. I would like to mention in 
the first place that Missouri is extremely ideally 
located. Here is a map of the medical schools in the 
United States, and there is Columbia right in the 
center of the state. Praetically, the only opportunity 
to have a medical school is in the center of a state. 

"I would like to quote from the Florida report a 
minute. 'Forty years ago, most medical colleges 
were established by affiliation with existing city 
hospitals, enlisting the voluntary services of a few 
prominent practicing physicians in the community 
- and this is forty years ago. These schools were 
established by affiliation with existing hospitals 
employing a few faculty members to organize 
instruction in the basic medical sciences and 
constructing a building often remote from the 
hospital for teaching laboratories and a small 
library.' By the way, I looked at our library over in 
Columbia the other day and found that we have six 
hundred and twenty-five thousand volumes. If we 
had our medical school off the campus, we would 
isolate ourselves automatically from our large store 
of knowledge that should be integrated with our 
medical school. 

"The report further states, 'Instruction was 
offered in the fonn of lectures, demonstrations, and 
recitations from textbooks required a small faculty. 
The college often had little control over the teaching 
hospital. Sometimes not even to the extent of exer
cising supervision over the selection of the staff. 
Research was not encouraged and students were 
often only tolerated. Now with the rapid advances, 
the rapid progress in medical science and the need 
for basic science and research facilities and the 
evolution of medical colleges, the basie units of the 
medical center, the importance of the university af
filiation took new fonn. Many existing and most 
new schools in medicine became associated with 
established universities, until today there are few 
medical colleges not affiliated. A university at
mosphere and research facilities have become 
important in attracting a superior faculty. In recent 
years, the desirability of an even closer association 
has manifest itself in trying to locate new medical 

In 

colleges on a general university campus.' 
"In Los Angeles now, they are building a 

medical school on the campus of the university. I 
would like for you to read the tremendous plans they 
have for building their school on the campus. It is a 
rather lengthy one, but it goes on to say that they are 
building on a thirty-five acre tract there on the 
Westwood campus, one of the largest medical 
schools in the country. It will be the first university 
medieal center completely correlated with the other 
buildings on the campus. It will be a full seale effort 
to incorporate the basic sciences and the clinical 
sciences within the walls of a single university. 
Physically, the UCLA medical center will reflect its 
three-fold purpose of teaching, learning, and service. 
And it goes on to say that the medical center buil
ding will be physically connected to another large 
unit of the university by a three hundred thousand 
volume bio-medical library joining it and the life 
science building. Serving both the bio-medical 
library will be a common meeting place for the pre
medical and medical students and the biological 
science graduates as well as the faculty. And they 
conclude with the statement that with increa'ied 
facilities and newer and more effective modes of 
training constantly being sought at institutions and 
schools throughout the country, the pace has been 
accelerated. UCLA's activities typify this trend. The 
new UCLA medical college signals the ushering in 
of a half century bearing great promise for many 
advances in medical education. 

"If we place a medical school in a large eity just 
because it is a large city, it would be a mistake that 
we would regret for a long time. We will be 
completely missing the point of what the trend in 
medical education seems to be." 

MR. MURPHY: "Let me ask you this question. 
Of the medical schools that have been started in this 
country in the last ten years, can you tell us how 
many have been started in an urban area as against 
the number that have been started in a rural area? Do 
you have any way to ascertain that?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, in the last twenty 
years, the notable examples that I can think of are 
Chicago, Rochester, Vanderbilt and Duke. Now 
those arc all located with their parent universities 
which originally were in large cities, and they 
located their schools not with the city hospital, but 
with the main university school. Now, of course, 
there has been increased activity since the war in 
developing schools in state universities. And, I think, 
we should bring this out - a state university is a lot 
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different than a privately endowed university. In a 
privately endowed university, it doesn't make much 
difference where it is located from several stand
points. But a state university serves the people of the 
entire state and it has to radiate its influence out into 
every comer of the state and not be on a far edge of 
the state. 

"We have touched on other schools that have 
been established. Alabama is one example that Mr. 
Skinner used. It is the only example that I think that 
could be found in recent years. 

"Dean Stubbs was quoted in his speech in 
Kansas City in which he said, 'if all they want is a 
medical school to do the job that any medical school 
has been doing in the past, if we do not care if this 
school serves primarily as a state function, if we are 
not concerned abut the medical school being part of 
the University of Missouri, then it does not matter 
whether the orders of the board of curators are 
implemented by re-establishing the four-year school 
at Columbia.' Now I, for one, think that it does 
matter. 

"Dean Stubbs pointed out in Kansas City that 
there were over two hundred fifty thousand people in 
an area of fifty miles radius of the university site and 
in an area of a fifty mile radius. If you expand that to 
seventy-five miles, you have an additionally larger 
population. A person can get to Columbia, the 
university site, a lot quicker than one can get from 
one part of Kansas City to another part, or from say, 
St. Louis County to St. Louis City Hospital. In other 
words, transportation facilities with what they are 
today, the size of the city is not the important point, 
it is what the school's function is. It is how it is going 
to serve. 

"Dr. Bachmeyer, who is the president of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges, writes 
me in a letter which I will let you have, that - and 
I am not quoting him to say definitely that he feels 
that Columbia is the location, but he says this, 
'Personally, I favor the construction of a medical 
school on the campus of the university in close 
relation with the other divisions of the institution. 
My opinion is the result of my experience at 
Cincinnati where the school is about three miles 
from the campus and latterly at Chicago. I do not 
believe, however, that the location of a school, that 
is in a large or small community, is a determining 
factor as to whether the school is a good one or not.' 
He goes on to say that 'If the school is located on 
the university campus and in close proximity to the 
other divisions of the institution, certain advantages 

accrue. The university atmosphere will or should 
prevail. There is ready opportunity for faculty and 
students to intermingle. The clinical faculty is more 
apt to be chosen for their teaching and research 
qualifications and to devote their efforts to these 
activities. A teaching hospital is more apt to be 
owned and operated by the hospital - by the 
university as a teaching rather than as a service 
institution. In my opinion, the hospital and 
outpatients department should be under university 
control. This is more easily achieved if it is owned 
by the university than if the hospital is a separate 
corporation and only affiliated. If the school is not 
too large, there should be sufficient acutely ill from 
the area, radius from ten to fifteen miles, to provide 
- and he has out here - if located in a small town 
- to provide essential clinical facilities. If a large 
hospital is erected, over five hundred beds, there 
may be a preponderance of chronically ill patients. A 
comparatively small number of obstetrics and 
acutely ill patients in a detriment to the 
undergraduate program.' And, he says, 'I am not 
intimately informed concerning the situation in 
Missouri and therefore would not venture an opinion 
concerning the location of the proposed school. I do 
know that the Kansas City people have exerted 
pressure in an endeavor to locate the school in that 
city. Although I believe there are many men engaged 
in private practice who can make worthy 
contributions as members of the faculty of a medical 
school, I am also of the opinion that a school needs 
a strong nucleus of clinical men who devote their 
entire time to the school and these teachings and 
research activities are their primary responsibilities. 
I strongly support Dr. Lippard's recommendation in 
the Florida situation, in which it would seem to me 
to be in many respects similar to the Missouri 
situation. I trust that the Missouri authorities will ap
proach the question and settle it on the basis of what 
is best for Missouri.' 

"In other words, the head of the Association of 
Medical Colleges feels, as many of the other leaders 
do, that the size of the city is no longer of such 
importance, because of increasing transportation 
facilities. Columbia, if you will look on the map, is 
located on one of the busiest east-west highways, 
and also on one of the busiest north-south highways. 
It's at the junction of the two. 

"I trained at the cancer hospital in Columbia, and 
every day if you will go out there to that cancer 
hospital, you'll see patients driving up in cars, being 
brought by relatives. You'll see patients coming up 
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from every comer of the state, and they go home the 
same day. In other words, the transportation 
problems have become less. 

''The problem at Columbia is not going to be that 
of having enough patients, as some people might 
suggest, but the problem is going to be whether you 
are going to be able to take care of all the people that 
will want to come. It has been shown that wherever 
you increase the standards of medical practice, 
patients will flock to you. Rochester, Minnesota, is 
a good example of that. Last year, almost one 
hundred and fifty thousand people went to 
Rochester. Rochester is far from any metropolitan 
area. I was there serving an elective period during 
my senior year at Washington University. I saw 
people coming from South America and everyplace, 
and to get to Rochester you have to get off the main 
train and take another little branch train into 
Rochester. It is not even on the main line, and yet a 
hundred and fifty thousand !"atients came in there 
last year. In other words, if you build a better mouse 
trap, people will come." 

MR. MURPHY: "Doctor, from what you have 
said, the controlling factor, as I understand it, in the 
location of a medical school doesn't depend upon 
whether it is urban or rural, it is in your estimation 
putting it in conjunction with and adjacent to the 
state campus of the university. Is that correct?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "lhat is certainly one of 
the main reasons for putting the school in Missouri 
there with the main campus. Now, there would be 
other reasons. That's not the only reason. I think 
most of you that live in rural Missouri will realize 
that the problems of an adequate supply of nurses is 
extremely critical. I know that when relatives get 
sick, it is very difficult to get a good nurse to come 
in. I wonder what some of the reasons might be for 
that? Well, it would seem that when you educate 
nurses in these large cities, they don't want to go 
back to the small towns, and they get pretty comfor
table with the bright lights of the larger cities. They 
don't go back to the smaller communities, at least 
that has been the experience of the nursing schools 
in Missouri. They are not filling the hospitals of 
rural Missouri. A nursing school in Columbia would 
be more likely to aid the nursing shortage in Mis
souri. It would also be able to correlate the health 
education along the lines of the rural agricultural 
extension programs. And I think that is a very big 
point. The agricultural extension program has gone 
to all four comers of the state and I am sure that the 
savings that Missouri has accomplished from soil 
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conservation on down the line by having this 
agricultural extension program developed there at 
Missouri has more than justified the initial cost and 
operating budget, I think it would be the same thing 
with the medical school. You would be able to 
increase the health education to rural Missouri and to 
the other areas of Missouri." 

MR. AVERY: "One other feature that you have 
touched upon lightly, but that I would like to be 
informed about is the matter of a teaching staff. The 
feasibility of using local doctors on a medical staff, 
or having the schools own employed medical staff. 
I wish you would give us your opinion concerning 
the matter." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Certainly, that is a point 
that is going to have to be considered by this com
mittee before they make up their mind, and I think it 
is an important problem. As you mentioned, I 
touched on - May I have that letter that I had from 
Dr. Barron? Now, I think that Dr. Barron, who is 
certainly a leader in medical education as well as a 
great teacher, says, 'I, too, have an interest in the 
question of the location of the school in Missouri. 
The years I spent on the academic and medical 
faculty at the University of Missouri kindled a keen 
interest in its affairs and those of the people of the 
state. 'And then he goes on in connection with the 
faculty. (Dr. Bacbmeyer and several of the others 
have said that the difficulty in getting a first rate 
faculty is not going to be any greater than getting a 
large enough parking lot there in Columbia) Dr. 
Barron says, 'To create a first rate medical school or 
maintain one in these times, it is essential to have at 
its core a group of medical educators interested in 
the development of a scientific basis for medical 
practice at all levels. These men will belong 
intellectually to the full time group, spiritually and 
intellectually, whatever the terms of their contract 
Their task will be to create, maintain and improve 
the standards of scientific basis for medical care 
through their influence on the attending staff at the 
hospitals, the residency programs and the teaching of 
medical students. The strength of every school in the 
United States and its professional standing is directly 
related to the strength and vigor of select men. The 
University of Missouri, if they are to have a first rate 
school, will be obliged to recruit a group of such 
men to head up its services. Experience has shown 
that it is easier to attract people to the locus of a 
talented group of experts in medicine than it is to 
attract those who are interested in advancing the 
frontiers of biological science in medicine to a center 
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whose prime feature is the nwnber of patients 
available. One may cite the growth of the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester and the contrasting sterility of a 
number of medical schools located in Boston, 
Philadelphia, New York, Washington, to illustrate 
this thesis. Those whose ambitions are to succeed as 
medical educators have turned their backs upon the 
profit motive that dominates so many aspects of 
modem society; they have chosen instead to measure 
their success in life by the degree to which they can 
advance the frontiers of our knowledge. 
Accordingly, they tend to choose opportunities for 
advancement in terms of the facilities available to 
promote their fine interests, rather than in terms of 
financial gain. One sees a few illustrations of the fact 
that able men stay in positions of good schools, 
those associated with strong universities. Not only 
for medicine but for the excellence of their faculties 
in all branches of knowledge at salaries far below 
those offered elsewhere by schools without 
university association. With modem trends in 
taxation, the years ahead would appear to add further 
to the emphasis to the importance of opportunities 
for scholastic and scientific success as against 
financial. In making such choices, medical educators 
put a monetlll)' value on the university association 
and its importance in their goals. They emphasize 
that medicine and practice can advance no faster and 
can go no stronger than the basic sciences that form 
its foundation. And these sciences to contribute to 
medicine must grow themselves by the interchange 
of ancilllll)' branches.' 

"In other words, if you have a medical school 
allied with the associated sciences, your faculty is 
going to be more than eager to come in where they 
can develop their teaching and their research to the 
utmost. And that is not the only quotation that I 
think is applicable to that. Nwnerous people have 
commented on that. I think it is certainly a point that 
needs to be well considered. 

"The location of a medical school is not a ques
tion of a chamber of commerce attitude. I think that 
it is good that various places in the city are looking 
on it from a chamber of commerce attitude, but it 
goes far beyond that. It should be taken out of that 
position and put on a statewide basis with what's 
going to benefit Missouri in the years to come. 

"Now, here is a report made by the Virginia 
group which says that the fact that a man is presently 
successfully engaged in the practice of a specialty is 
no guarantee that he will be a good teacher of that 
specialty. It is essential that the university be per-

mitted to select its own specialists in order to be sure 
that the best teachers are available. For optimwn 
effectiveness, any medical college should be as
sociated cooperatively with the university in order to 
attract competent faculty and to make use of research 
services already established, as well as gymnasiums 
and other common facilities of existing faculties and 
administrative offices. Such cooperative association 
is desirable both from reasons of economy and ef
ficiency and in terms of obtaining public confidence 
and in ensuring high academic standards. 

''Now, there is one other quotation. The Rock
efeller Foundation head says, 'If you wish to have 
the university medical school, the university 
influence and the administration at a continuing 
disadvantage then place the medical school in a dif
ferent city or at a reasonable distance from the 
university. The prestige of a teaching appointment in 
a medical school opens some medical faculties and 
control to the ambitions of practicing physicians who 
mayor may not know as much or care as much as 
they should about medical education. No other 
professional group in the university has a similar 
partnership to handle, and if the partnership is 
deliberately put at a distance, the university can do 
little about trouble if it develops.' And he goes on, 
of course - I would like for you to read all of Dr. 
Gregg's letters because he has specifically cited 
nwnerous other experiences of his to show that the 
faculty that you get at a university location is going 
to be of the highest quality and is not going to be 
difficult to get." 

MR. AVERY: "Dr. Stephenson, in your dis
course, you mentioned several medical schools that 
had been established with the use of city hospitals 
and have in recent years withdrawn from the city 
hospitals and built their own hospitals. Give the 
basic reasons, briefly, for this trend." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "The basic reasons for the 
trend away from city hospitals - and I am not sure 
that I am the person that should be qualified to 
interpret this trend, because it is a trend that is 
definitely with us. I have shown you it has occurred 
in Seattle, Portland, and all the various cities, but it 
would seem to me that it would be for at least 
several reasons. One, for example, is the point of 
control of the type of patients that you have. A city 
hospital has no control over the type of patients it 
admits. Its wards can be filled up with patients who 
come in to spend the winter. Every city hospital in 
large cities will notice at the first frost that their 
wards will start filling up with people who come in 
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with various aches and pains, etc., for the winter, 
then they go out in the spring. Now, that will seem 
silly to you, but it actually occurs. You cannot 
control the type of patients that you have in these 
city hospitals. 

"Most of our city hospitals were built a long time 
ago and they are not physically constructed for 
teaching purposes. Usually, the university does not 
have administrative control over the city hospital, 
and that was a factor. Politics played a big part. Like 
in Jersey City, for example. City politics played such 
a big part in their medical center that they are not 
even considering that as a location for the medical 
school. They had a medical school in New Jersey. 1 
think it was Essex County Medical College, and it 
was disbanded in the last few years. 

"I wish that 1 could give you a few more reasons 
why all these places have gone away from their city 
hospitals, because I am sure that in each instance 
there have been specific reasons. Primarily one of 
the biggest reasons was that they felt that they 
needed the hospital right on the campus where they 
could walk right out the door of one building into the 
door of another building -like they are doing at the 
University of California at Los Angeles." 

MR. AVERY: "Does anyone else have any 
questions? Dr. Duckett" 

DR. DUCKETT: "Doctor, you quoted several 
here - Dr. Gregg, Dr. Flexner and another one or 
two. I would like to ask you - are these men in 
actual practice of medicine or are they in research 
work or teachers, or what are they?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "These men have been in 
the employment of various groups over the country. 
Flexner with the Carnegie Foundation, 1 believe, and 
Gregg with the Rockefeller, and they have spent 
their entire lives on the problem of medical 
education. That is a full time job to determine what 
the trends in medical education are, what the future 
holds in store for medical schools, and what should 
be done about it and to advise medical schools and 
to interpret things that medical schools will need in 
years to come. In other words, they have, it seems to 
me, become qualified as no other experts in the 
country as to what the standards of medical 
education could well demand." 

DR. DUCKETT: "What I'm wondering is in 
comparison with the rest of the state. How far would 
you say those acute cases from all parts of the state 
would go to this hospital. How many would pass up 
their own hospital at home or close and go to 
Columbia. I mean acute ones such as pneumonia and 
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sore throats, flu and various things that we see every 
day." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I think that is a good 
point. It would seem to me that if they're within a 
half an hour drive or an hour drive or within a fifty 
mile radius they could go very easy and with a great 
deal more comfort, with a great deal less emotional 
disturbance than they would in a large city from one 
part of the city to the other." 

DR. DUCKETT: "Well, but do you think they 
would pass up their family doctor and maybe a 
hospital at home to do that?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, that's an important 
point. It would seem to me that a hospital associated 
with the University of Missouri would not be in 
competition with the local doctors on that issue. 
There's been some hint that perhaps this whole thing 
borders on socialization of medicine, but it seems to 
me that there's not a single thing to be done in 
Missouri more to answer the arguments for 
socialization of medicine than to take care of that 
small percentage of indigent patients. There's not 
one who has been a more bitter opponent of 
socialization of medicine and who has realized the 
evils than Senator Forrest C. Donnell. Senator 
Donnell is on the committee of the Missouri Alumni 
Association who acted in rallying support of the 
university to the university location. Senator Don
nell, upon my request, sent me these five volumes in 
the hearing on House Bill 1606 in Washington as he 
was a member of the committee on education and 
labor in the U.S. Senate and these five volumes are 
filled with Senator Donnell's almost single handed 
attempt to defeat this socialized medicine bill at the 
hearing in the Senate. The doctors of the state, and 
the medical profession as a whole, owe him a great 
debt on that accord. The cancer hospital has received 
the cooperation of all the doctors from Cape Girar
deau on up to Maryville and all four corners of the 
state. They adopted the cancer hospital and it has in 
no way been in competition with them. In fact, they 
come to the cancer hospital to see the cases and to be 
instructed, to attend the meetings. Cancer hospital 
doctors go out over the state to talk to the different 
doctors. Patients with advanced cancerous conditions 
come in from all over the state." 

DR. DUCKETT: ''Now Doctor, isn't it true that 
Ellis Fischel Hospital gets mostly chronic?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, now that is a 
statement which was made by Dr. Hendren, the 
minority member of the board of curators. In his 
report he states that he thinks the teaching value of 
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the Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital would be 
very doubtful. Well now, I trained there at that 
hospital for two periods of time and in that period, 
the percentage of patients that came to that hospital 
with curable cancerous conditions is as high as any 
other large cancer hospital in the country. Their 
percentage of a five-year cure rate is something that 
Missouri has a great deal to be proud of. Dr. Modlin, 
who testified before your committee, pointed out 
how it would be a jewel in the medical school's 
crown to have that cancer hospital right there in 
association with the medical school. Doctors in 
pathology from allover the country come there 
every year for tumor seminars. Dr. Ackerman wrote 
the book on cancer which is more or less the Bible of 
cancer text books over the entire United States. 
Doctors come from three universities: Missouri 
University, Washington University and I think St. 
Louis University. Doctors are training there in 
radiation therapy. My friend, Dr. William J. Shaw, 
from Fayette took his elective there at the cancer 
hospital while a student at Washington University." 

DR. DUCKEIT: "Doctor, I don't mean to 
discredit the work. I think they have done a wonder
ful job, but the thing I'm getting at, I know down in 
my part of the country all of our acute cancers go 
there close. They go to Springfield or Joplin and 
practically all of them that go from our place to 
Columbia are regarded as incurable. Of course, some 
of them are still cured, you understand, we all know 
that they are sometimes. Is that true with us, 
gentlemen?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: ''The differentiation 
between the so-called acute cancer and the chronic 
cancer is a difficult one to say because a carcinoma 
of the intestines, a carcinoma of the prostate, a 
carcinoma of the breast, the thyroid, the bone, all 
those are - it's hard to say whether they are acute or 
not because unless they have metastasized to a far 
distant point, spread to the lungs, spread to the liver, 
spread to the brain, etc., it's hard to say they are 
inoperable and when they are operable. They operate 
on many patients who noticed they had something 
wrong, say they had blood in their stools or 
something a week ago. They operate on them and 
they are incurable. It's hard to say exactly." 

MR. MURPHY: "Doctor, what is your home 
town?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I lived in Columbia. I 
haven't lived there for nine years." 

MR. MURPHY: "Is that where you were born 
and raised?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Yes. Yes, it was." 
MR. MURPHY: "Did I understand you to say 

that you interned at Cook County General Hospital?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "No sir, I interned at the 

University of Chicago Hospitals and Clinic. It is 
located right there on the campus and they, at the 
present time, are integrating their cyclotron and their 
atomic energy research with the rest of the 
university. They are going to be one of the greatest 
medical centers in the world because of their close 
association with the rest of the university." 

MR. MURPHY: "Are you now with the ..... " 
DR. STEPHENSON: "With the New York 

University Bellevue Medical Center at Bellevue 
Hospital." 

MR. MURPHY: "Are you on the staff there?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "I am on the staff as what 

is known as assistant in surgery and, also, I am a 
resident in surgery at the hospital." 

MR. MURPHY: "If you had it to do over again, 
would you do your internship at Boone County 
General Hospital?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I don't believe that the 
Boone County General Hospital offers an 
internship. " 

MR. MURPHY: "Are you going to come back to 
Missouri to practice medicine?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I don't know. I haven't 
made any final decisions as to where I am going. I 
think it is a fine place to practice medicine. I think 
the opportunities in Missouri are as great as any 
place in the country." 

MR. MURPHY: ''Now you went to the univer
sity's two year course and then you went to 
Washington for two years, then you interned in 
Chicago and now you are doing your resident work 
in New York." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I went back to 
Barnes, too." 

MR. MURPHY: "You went back to Barnes. Do 
you think that if you had gone to Missouri medical 
school for four years that your course of activity 
would have been any different substantially than it 
has been?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I don't quite understand." 
MR. MURPHY: "Let's assume that instead of 

going two years to Missouri and then two years to 
Washington, let's say that you had gone four years to 
a four-year school at Columbia, which is your home 
town. Where do you think you would have interned 
under these circwnstances?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I would have 
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interned at the very best hospital that I would have 
been accepted at. I would have applied at what I 
thought was the best in the country, and if I was 
accepted there, I would go. Otherwise, I would take 
the next best." 

MR. MURPHY: "Do you think that would have 
been in Columbia under any circumstances?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I think very definitely it 
could have been in Columbia if Columbia had 
developed a great teaching hospital like the Univer
sity of Ann Arbor at Michigan which is one of the 
most sought after internships in the country. The 
Duke University is one of the most sought after." 

MR. MURPHY: ''Now that is what I am getting 
at. You speak of a great teaching hospital. What kind 
of a hospital is the state going to have to build at 
Columbia before we start attracting people like 
you?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, we have already 
attmcted some of the top men in the country to the 
cancer hospital." 

MR. MURPHY: "I'm talking about interning in 
the hospital. What is your idea of how big a state 
hospital we are going to have to build there, a 
teaching hospital?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, in the first place a 
teaching hospital is the place that attracts the top 
men in every class, as a rule, for its internship." 

MR. MURPHY: "Now, before you go any 
further, let me ask you this. I don't want to get 
personal with you, that is not my purpose. I think 
you appreciate that. What hospitals did you apply to 
for your internship? Where did you apply?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I applied at Barnes 
Hospital in St. Louis and I applied at Johns Hopkins 
and I applied at the University of Chicago." 

MR. MURPHY: "Are those all very large 
hospitals." 

DR. STEPHENSON: ''The University of 
Chicago Clinic is not a very large hospital, no." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, how many beds is it?" 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I couldn't say for 

sure. Every patient in that hospital, whether they are 
a paying patient or not, is a teaching patient. In other 
words, .... " 

MR. MURPHY: "Approximately, how many 
beds do they have there?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I would say, pretty 
close to between four hundred fifty and six hundred. 
I may be over-estimating it, I'm not sure, I'm just not 
sure. It's in that mnge. And that's including the 
obstetrical hospital and the pediatric hospital and the 
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medical and surgical and orthopedic departments." 
MR. MURPHY: "Well, it's fellows like you that 

we are trying to keep here - we haven't done a very 
good job on you. That's the reason I wanted to get 
your reaction on that." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I don't understand." 
MR. MURPHY: "Well, you're a fellow that was 

born and mised at the seat of the University of 
Missouri where there are some hospital facilities." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "But we do not have a 
four-year medical school there. We do not have the 
facilities of a four-year medical school." 

MR. MURPHY: "What I'm wondering is this; 
assuming that there had been a four-year medical 
school there and a teaching hospital of say three 
hundred beds. Now, you are a specialist in surgery. 
I am wondering whether you would candidly say 
that that is where you would have - that would 
have been your first choice on intern." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I will say this, that 
experience has shown that the top moking members 
of a class are most likely to be kept in the teaching 
hospital." 

MR. MURPHY: ''Surgery?'' 
DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I was applying that 

not only to surgery but to medicine, pediatrics, 
orthopedics, obstetrics, psychiatry, etc., because 
students are a little less inclined to intern away from 
the place that they went to school for some reason or 
another. They particularly like to stay at the 
institution that they tmined in, provided that they 
have a good teaching hospital. At least, it seems to 
me that has been what is generally preferred in the 
classes in which I have been." 

MR. MURPHY: ''That's all." 
DR. STEPHENSON: "I would like to know if 

there is any question in anybody's mind whether they 
are going to have enough patients at Columbia, 
because we could go on and talk at length on how 
easy it would be to have plenty of patients and that's 
not going to be the problem. It's going to be a 
problem as to how to accommodate the ones that do 
want to come; or as to the cost. 

We should consider that the - all the hospitals, 
all the land that Kansas City might want to give, all 
the gifts that they want to give, all the hospitals in 
the city - they still could not buy all the intangibles 
that you are going to achieve by having the school at 
Columbia. We are not going to be able to buy that 
atmosphere, that atmosphere of academic scholar
ship that the late Dr. Fred Zapfee, former secretary 
of the Association of American Colleges, commen-
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ted on the Columbia situation, saying that all the 
money in the world couldn't buy that atmosphere. 
The Kansas City money could not buy the intan
gibles of the establishment of a rural health 
extension program, and the benefits of research. 

Now we have responsibility; Missouri has the 
responsibility, for its share in the development of the 
cure of cancer and hypertension and all the other 
medical conditions that are still part of the deadly 
onslaught. We are not contributing to that as much 
as we could. A school in Columbia with the 
university would contribute a great deal to that and 
that is an intangible saving to the state far beyond 
that which the Kansas City location could achieve. 
There are other intangible benefits that should be 
considered. I had a chart made out of all the intan
gibles that would accrue to Missourians if they 
would have the medical school at Columbia and I 
left that in New York. But, I think that these factors 
are something that you can't put on paper in black 
and white." 

MR. MURPHY: "Let me ask you a hypothetical 
question, Doctor, I think we have taken long enough 
here, we ought to get along, but I want to ask you 
just one question and leave it with you. Do you think 
that it is - the question of the location of a medical 
school- is more important than the question as to 
whether or not we are going to have one?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Let me answer it this 
way; I think that to say that we need a medical 
school, we just have to have a medical school, no 
matter where it is, that is an extremely poor outlook. 
Dr. Rappeley, who is the Dean of Columbia Univer
sity in New York, sent a report to the president of the 
university in lieu of General Eisenhowers absence as 
president of that university, and he says in this report 
(I'll leave it with you) to the president, that he wams 
against unplanned acceleration of medical training, 
describing it as a great threat to the quality of 
medical education. He warns against unplanned 
expansion of enrollment. He said it could easily 
return the schools to the low standards of the era of 
forty years ago when medical education was still in 
its pioneering stages. In other words, the question of 
location is so important because the question of 
location determines for all time just exactly what 
Missouri is to receive from the benefits of its 
medical school." 

MR. MURPHY: "In other words, your position 
is that if it can't be in Columbia, we are better off 
without it." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Well, I didn't say that 

exactly. But I would say that the question oflocation 
is far more important than you might realize. 
Somebody might say that they would vote for a 
medical school in any place, just so that we could 
have one. Well, we are building a medical school 
that is going to last as we have mentioned before, for 
years and years, and when those green lights start 
popping up there on the wall in the House of 
Representatives this fall and we start seeing which 
way those green lights are flickering, we will be able 
to know just exactly what Missouri is going to be 
able to realize out of its medical school, if it will 
realize all the potentialities that it should be able to." 

MR. MURPHY: "Thank you, Doctor." 
MR. HILL: "Does anyone else have any ques

tions? All right, thank you, Doctor. Is there anything 
else you would like to say?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "I appreciate the courtesy 
of the committee, and the interest of the committee. 
I will be vel)' happy to leave these reports with you 
to look over - there is a great deal more material on 
the cost and an extensive amount of material on the 
question of the clinical material. That, in particular, 
is the only argument that I can see that Kansas City 
supporters are particularly strong on, at least they 
think they are strong on. Medical educator after 
medical educator. has shown that the problem of 
clinical material can be and has been solved in many 
communities in small hospitals over the country, in 
universities and it will be in Missouri. I would like 
to leave that material with you and I would be vel)' 
appreciative if you can find time to go over it. I will 
leave these letters with you, also." 

MR. HILL: "Thank you, Doctor. You are going 
to stay for the hearings tomorrow, aren't you?" 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Why, yes, I will if I am 
allowed." 

MR. HILL: "Certain, we will be glad to have 
you with us. Dr. Stubbs, I would like to call on you 
at this time and ask you if you feel free to answer 
some questions that this committee would like to ask 
you concerning your relations, or we will say your 
resignation from the University of Missouri School 
of Medicine, also, if you would amplify on a 
statement that you made regarding your opinion that 
no four-year medical school could operate in the 
state of Missouri under the present administration, at 
the university. We don't want to embarrass you 
personally and if at any time there are any questions 
on which you wish to decline in answer, please feel 
free to do so." 

DR. STUBBS: "I believe I will be able to avoid 
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embarrassment, Mr. Hill." 
MR. HILL: "I am certain you will." 
DR. STUBBS: "I will be glad to answer any 

specific questions. I hadn't prepared any statement, 
I thought that the things I had to say I would like to 
be constructive and outside the realm of any 
controversy because I think we have had too much 
controversy, but if there is anything that I think or 
any ideas that I have that you think will be of value 
to your committee, I will be glad to answer any 
questions you ask." 

MR. HILL: "Well, Dr. Stubbs, I would like to 
start right off with an answer to the question in your 
resignation when you said that you didn't feel, I don't 
remember your exact words, but something to this 
effect, that you didn't think that the present ad
ministration in Columbia, at the university, was 
particularly interested in a four-year medical school. 
Am I right, is that about the main part of your 
statement?" 

DR. STUBBS: "The president has never told me 
that he feels we need a medical school and ought to 
have one. And when I asked him point blank about 
that question, he simply referred to quotations from 
the board of curators without any reference to his 
own statements. Now, I would like to take just a few 
minutes to point out the tremendous responsibility 
that rests upon university presidents from a financial 
standpoint and this whole picture of medical 
education. I think you realize that our president of 
Missouri, Dr. Middlebush, was a member of the 
committee of the Association of American Univer
sities, studying the costs of education, not just 
medical education, but the cost of all professional 
educations in the country, and he had been a member 
of another committee which was looking into some 
of these problems and he is quite familiar with the 
many headaches that have corne to university 
presidents in universities that have had medical 
schools which were running deficits during the past 
decade or two. For example, I know that down at 
Vanderbilt they had a financial crisis and it was 
necessary to reshuffle the endowment funds and 
change the allotment between the medical school 
budget and the hospital budget. Up at Yale, I know, 
a few years ago, finally the university cut the 
medical school off from the total university budget 
in such a way that it would have to stand on its own 
feet and not continue to be a drain on the total 
university resources. Now, any university president 
who has a medical school knows that the excessive 
costs of medical education are a constant threat to a 
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balanced budget for the entire university. And, I 
have placed as the number one problem in my 
thinking on this whole problem for some years now 
this problem; How can we have a medical school in 
Missouri and at the same time prevent the annual 
operational budget of that medical school from 
jeopardizing other functions of the university. Now, 
I have placed that question as the number one 
question in the report I made to the sub-committee of 
the board made up of Mr. Anderson, Mr. Wolpers 
and Dr. Hendren, a year ago this month. The ques
tions of capital expenditure and questions oflocation 
on my list of questions ranked by their importance 
were number four and five. In presenting that to that 
sub-committee in the presence of Dr. Middlebush 
and Mr. Cowan, I didn't have any contrary opinion 
expressed to my statement that I felt the most crucial 
problem was the problem of how to get an adequate 
annual operational budget, not the initial cost, that's 
not the important thing. It's the annual operational 
budget of a million dollars, without jeopardizing 
other university functions. 

''Now the university officials have never taken 
issue with the stand which I took as the number one 
problem. I, therefore, have felt that that is a problem 
which has not been solved, but it's a problem that's 
very difficult to explain to the public without being 
misunderstood. My personal opinion is that until the 
university administration is sure that the problem of 
the annual operational budget can be solved, until 
they're sure it will be solved, there is grave doubt 
about the wisdom of proceeding with the medical 
school. This thinking has corne into the record in a 
number of points, for example, you may remember 
that in the majority report that Mr. Wolpers and Mr. 
Anderson turned in, there was a definite statement 
that the money should corne from funds both for the 
capital expenditures and for the annual operational 
budget. The suggestion that money should corne 
from sources other than those funds for the rest of 
the university operation; my feeling is that while this 
problem has been a determining factor acting as a 
break on the enthusiasm of the administration, it has 
been extremely difficult to give expression to this 
clearly without appearing to be against a medical 
school. I don't believe that the university ad
ministration is against a medical school. I think they 
are for it if those problems which are the predomi
nate factors in determining their attitudes are worked 
out. I don't know whether I've made myself clear on 
that or not." 

MR. HILL: "Dr. Stubbs, I know of no way that 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

you could completely disassociate an appropriation 
for a medical school from the rest of the university's 
appropriations. You could say appropriate one 
million dollars - we'll just use that as a figure -
the legislators in turn will look at the thing as a 
whole - one million dollars for the school of 
medicine, eight million dollars, nine million dollars, 
or whatever the current appropriations happen to be. 
You think then that this is a reason they don't want 
to take a chance of jeopardizing the other services 
they're now offering at the university throughout the 
appropriations year by taking out a lwnp swn large 
enough to run a four-year medical school." 

DR. STUBBS: "I'd like to make it clear, Mr. 
Chairman, that I'm not in a position to speak with 
accuracy on how the people feel when they haven't 
told me. I've had to draw my conclusions by the 
actions that have been taken and by the things that 
have not been said, but I've been talking now for 
nearly two years about this being the nwnber one 
problem and nobody in the administration or on the 
board has ever contradicted me, so that 1 would 
asswne that they feel that it is an important problem, 
but there hasn't been much discussion of it in public, 
at the board level or at the level of the ad
ministration." 

MR. MURPHY: "Dr. Stubbs, can you outline 
some facts or activities or any other indications that 
would confirm your conclusion that the university 
authorities don't actually want a medical school and 
have they pursued any courses of action which are 
consistent with that position?" 

DR. STUBBS: "I can't see from where 1 sat - 1 
couldn't see from where 1 sat as dean, all the 
complexities of course of the university problems 
and naturally 1 realize 1 couldn't appreciate the 
balance of pressures which were being placed upon 
the higher echelons for balancing their activities and 
requests for funds and that sort of thing. 1 would 
asswne that if we had been serious about moving 
ahead with a medical school program now, it would 
have been logical to develop as rapidly as possible 
on the basis of what we already have, and the policy 
as judged by the things which have occurred has 
been to hold the line with what we've got, not to risk 
any expansion or development or new program until 
it was certain that all the funds would be 
forthcoming for having a complete program. 

"1 can understand that when a university has had 
its fingers burned as it did in the abortive effort to 
develop a four-year program several years back and 
six men were carried through the junior year, then 

the thing had to fold back, there would be a great 
deal of reluctance to move forward, but the point in 
which 1 think we ought to do some additional 
thinking is the point of how can the university 
convince the legislature that they aren't just willing 
to have a medical school but that they are deter
mined to have a medical school. This is a very 
intangible thing and 1 want to make it clear that 
anything I am saying I'm simply sharing an opinion 
which 1 don't feel 1 have to prove. 1 can express this 
as a personal opinion on the basis of my experience. 
1 can cite some of my experience, but it doesn't 
convince somebody else. I'm not concemed about 
whether my opinion is worth anything to you. While 
we're talking about opinion now, not things that we 
can prove according to evidence in court, it's been 
my opinion as 1 have been in this situation that the 
problem has seemed so big and there has been so 
many other problems that the university has been 
willing to let the legislature be responsible for not 
having a medical school by being in the position that 
funds have not been provided. 

''To my mind, this is a vicious circle and I'm not 
implying any blame necessarily on anybody's part 
but if 1 had been a legislator knowing what 1 did 
about the history of the request for medical school 
funds, 1 think 1 would have wanted to know how 
serious you are about wanting this money. On the 
other hand, if 1 had been a member of the board of 
curators, 1 think 1 could have taken the position, 
well, if the people of the state aren't any more 
interested in this than to have the legislature not give 
us the money to start it, maybe it's not a thing that 
they want bad enough for us to put first on our list of 
priorities. 1 think we've been in a vicious circle here 
and I certainly wouldn't want to imply that any 
individual has been acting in bad faith. 1 think some 
people have done things differently from the way 1 
would have done them. 1 think that if I knew what a 
great problem the operational budget was, I would 
have tried to formulate a clear statement to keep that 
before the people all the time rather than letting the 
argument get onto this controversial issue of 
location. I think that the - that some things could 
have been done to de-emphasize controversy. Three 
years ago, when 1 first began talking with doctors in 
the state, I found what I interpreted as a considerable 
sentiment in support of going on with a medical 
school in Columbia, if they just get busy and do it. I 
have watched the development of that - my con
tacts have been limited - but from those limited 
contacts with physicians and others in the state, 1 had 
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a feeling that the impatience at seeing nothing 
developed has gradually forced more and more 
people in the group who are demanding that 
something be done at Kansas City. 1 believe that one 
of the big factors in that is the lack of confidence 
that anything will be done in Columbia. Personally, 
1 don't believe it's too late. 1 think that if the univer
sity moved ahead aggressively, convinced the 
legislature and convinced the people of this state that 
it didn't just go on record as being willing to have a 
medical school, but it was determined to develop a 
medical program and a medical school, that con
siderable support would fall back in behind the 
Columbia location. 1 think the crux of the thing is 
getting away from the controversial issue and getting 
on a positive area of agreement on program, of 
what's good for the state, so instead of having people 
showing each other why it can't be done, we'll have 
people showing the world why it can be done." 

MR. MURPHY: "Dr. Stubbs, do 1 interpret your 
remarks to mean that you feel that within the exis
ting plant facilities at Columbia and within the 
existing budget, or close to the existing budget, that 
had the university authorities so desired, they could 
have in fact already established a four-year medical 
school?" 

DR. STUBBS: "No, sir! By no means within the 
existing budget and the existing plant. The point 1 
would make is that if we had moved forward with 
the existing plant and with limited existing budgets 
to demonstrate that everything was being done in 
developing the medical program with resources we 
had then, there would have been sufficient increasing 
support for the program so that the money might 
have been appropriated for the large budget. 1 think 
it would have been suicide to try to embark on a 
four-year program with existing budgets and existing 
facilities. That mistake was made once and shouldn't 
be repeated. 1 think that it's like priming a pump, that 
we had used fifty or a hundred thousand dollars here 
or there that the board of curators could have allotted 
to certain improvements and developments in the 
medical school if we had requested sufficient funds 
to increase the size of the class to sixty during a 
period when more plans would be worked out for the 
four-year school. That would have demonstrated to 
people in this state that the university didn't just 
think it would be good to have a medical school but 
would determine to move as fast as possible in 
developing the medical program. That determination 
would have created enough enthusiasm to convince 
you men that the money ought to be appropriated to 
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build a four-year school." 
MR. MURPHY: "Doctor, there at the beginning 

of our session, there was a bill introduced, 1 believe 
in the Senate, for $13,500,000 for establishing a 
four-year course at Columbia. Can you tell the 
committee if you have an opinion as to whether any 
real effort was made by the university to get that bill 
moving in the Senate." 

DR. STUBBS: "To tell you the truth, 1 am not 
well enough versed in the steps which should be 
taken in order to assure a bill moving and I'm not 
well enough acquainted with what was done to be 
able to answer that question. All 1 saw of that was 
just what the outsider can see of it and 1 frankly don't 
know the things that you do when you want to be 
sure you get a bill through." 

MR. MURPHY: "Well, I'm not sure 1 do either. 
You don't have any opinion at all, that is, to whether 
there was an actual bona fide attempt to get an 
appropriation." 

DR. STUBBS: "I was just thinking as Dr. 
Stephenson was making his fine presentation this 
afternoon that it is a pity that an individual citizen of 
Missouri, on his own hook and on his own resources, 
could make a more thorough presentation that we in 
the university have made, even though we've known 
for years that we ought to have all the available 
material and information to present on a moment's 
notice." 

MR. MURPHY: "Let me ask you this question. 
Doctor, do you think that the - do you have any 
reason to believe that the university officials have 
actually continued to fan the fires of this location 
controversy on the theory that that was the best way 
not to get a medical school?" 

DR. STUBBS: "I don't have any facts that 1 
would like to present to the committee at this time. 
1 have participated in certain conversations which 
have reinforced my own fears that that might be the 
result of the way things are being done. I'd like to 
make a careful distinction between purposeful 
encouragement of antagonism on the one hand and 
on the other actions which permit antagonism to 
grow because of failure to prevent it. Now, from 
where 1 sit, 1 think many things could have been 
done to de-emphasize controversy and to avoid the 
development of this very serious split that occurred 
on the board of curators. I think many things could 
have been done that weren't done and it seems to me 
that the responsibility for doing those things should 
have rested on the administration of the university." 

MR. MURPHY: "You've indicated, as you say in 
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your opinion, the university has been rather half
hearted in its efforts to really get to this problem and 
that they've apparently been satisfied to let the 
legislature take a rather severe beating here year 
after year in the press on the theory that we won't 
appropriate the money and that's all right as long as 
we continue to get the beating. Here's another 
question I'd like to ask you. Do you have any 
opinion as to the real sincerity of some other groups 
that are supposedly vitally interested in this. For 
instance, the Missouri State Medical Association, do 
you have an opinion as to whether they sincerely 
want the establishment of another medical school in 
Missouri." 

DR. STUBBS: "I don't have any reason to think 
that the Missouri State Medical Society is against the 
development of a medical school. I have had some 
experience myself in organizations and know how 
easy it is for organizations to pass resolutions which 
apparently represent the majority thinking of the 
group, but which actually may not have been 
carefully considered by the majority of physicians in 
this state. I know that there are many very difficult 
questions related to the general question of how 
many doctors do we need. I know that there are 
many men who haven't forgotten that during depres
sion years, they fell a year behind in the payment of 
their office rents in large cities. I know there are 
many men who realize that too many doctors in a 
community will encourage those who fall short on 
monthly income to do unnecessary medical work 
and to do other things which will lower the quality 
of medical care for the people. I know that there are 
many men who are very sincerely concerned about 
the relationship between the number of doctors to 
the quality of medical care, and when some of these 
men make statements, they are discredited by their 
critics as being insincere and simply using the 
quality of medical service argument as a cover-up 
for their own selfish interests. I don't have any 
reason to think that men who make statements like 
this have any more selfish interest than I do or the 
rest of us around this table. All of us have difficulty 
in defining all of our motives. I think that the people 
that make the argument that too many doctors will 
lower the quality of medical service usually do it in 
sincerity and offer concern for the welfare of their 
patients. Of course, there are people who abuse that, 
just like there are people that abuse any good ar
gument, but I think that the doctors in Missouri as a 
whole, are more willing to increase the number of 
physicians than doctors in general in the country 

would be as reflected through the stands taken by the 
American Medical Association in the past. I think 
that in recent years, there are quite a number of 
people in Missouri and the medical field who have 
been willing to stick their necks out far beyond what 
the American Medical Association would support in 
demanding a larger number of physicians for the 
state. I think by and large that on the question of 
whether or not the medical society is handling this so 
as to encourage continued controversy, I wouldn't be 
able to prove that that wasn't so with some people, 
but I wouldn't have any reason for telling this 
committee that I thought it was a purposeful attempt 
of anyone person or any group." 

MR. HILL: "Mr. Avery, did you have a ques
tion? Dr. Duckett? Mr. Murphy do you have any 
further questions? Dean Stubbs, thank you very 
much for coming over here this afternoon and I'd 
like to ask you to remain here tomorrow for the 
continuation of these hearings. It might be that some 
member of the committee would like to ask you a 
question sometime during the proceedings tomor
row." 

MR. MURPHY: "Just a minute. I've got one 
other question or maybe two. I figured that your 
position has not changed with regard to location, I 
mean that you were then and now still advocating 
the location of a four-year medical school at Colum
bia, is that true?" 

DR. STUBBS: "That's right. If I could go back 
to the question you asked Dr. Stephenson, I think it's 
more - I think that developing a medical program 
in the state of Missouri is a more important problem 
than the question oflocation of the medical school." 

MR. MURPHY: "You don't agree then with Dr. 
Stephenson's basic premise." 

DR. STUBBS: "Well, I'm not sure that he ever 
committed himself on what his basic premise was. I 
agree that the building of a medical school is far too 
important a question to be approached from the 
philosophy of expediency, but I also feel very 
strongly that moving forward on the medical 
program in Missouri is far too important to continue 
to delay it for years arguing over the location of a 
medical school. As I indicated just now, I listed five 
important problems to be solved in reporting to this 
sub-committee a year ago and I still feel that I put 
them in that same order." 

MR. MURPHY: "How did you put them?" 
DR. STUBBS: ''This is what they are: The first 

one is the question of the operational budget and 
assuring an adequate operational budget without 
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jeopardizing other necessary university functions. 
The number two problem which I was presenting 
from the standpoint of the university's side of it was 
facing squarely the fact that in the university family 
and modem America, the medical school is 
inevitably a fair-haired boy. I don't recommend that 
necessarily, 1 don't think it makes sense, from all 
angles, but looking at American universities that 
have medical schools, we have to admit that the fact 
must be faced that if a university is to have a medical 
school, it's got to treat it as a privileged citizen 
because of the total picture of medical schools in our 
country today so that the second point that I thought 
as a university, we had to face and face very strongly 
was to say we're going to have a medical school 
even though we realize other divisions of the univer
sity will feel slighted by putting so much support 
into a medical program. 

"The third point that 1 thought would have to be 
worked out was the relationship between the univer
sity and other state agencies who are involved in this 
total medical program, making a distinction between 
simply having a medical school on the one hand 
which would be university business and having a 
medical school which would be integrated with the 
total state health program which involves other 
agencies such as the state health department and a 
number of other state organizations so that the third 
point that 1 felt to be worked with and to get man
power to work with and develop a very definite 
working relationship with a cooperative effort with 
other state agencies to work out the relation between 
the medical program and other existing programs in 
the state. Then, it was down in positions four and 
five, that in my own thinking, 1 placed the problem 
of capital expenditures for the buildings and the 
questionable location." 

MR. MURPHY: "Let me ask you this question 
then as correlative. First, I'd like to ask you this 
question. 1 gather by inference that it is your opinion 
that the university has not reconciled itself to accep
ting the premises outlined in your second 
proposition, namely, that the medical school if at all 
is going to be a fair-haired boy. I take it that it is 
your opinion that the - that's one way of saying 
what you've already said, that they're not willing yet 
to apparently to concede that if that's so, that they're 
willing to go along with it." 

DR. STUBBS: "Undoubtedly that has been an 
extremely difficult problem and I haven't had oppor
tunity to discuss the progress of solving that problem 
with the university officials. From where I sit, it 
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doesn't look like it's been solved." 
MR. MURPHY: "Now, the other question I'd 

like to ask you is this - do you feel that the 
situation in Missouri is that the shortage of doctors 
in Missouri is sufficiently urgent that the legislature 
might be well advised to go forward on some kind of 
a basis and subordinate the location question to the 
overall question of the urgency of the situation. I 
don't know whether I'm making myself clear or not." 

DR. STUBBS: "I don't think that having a 
medical school rapidly if it's not tied in with some 
other definite programs is going to do much to solve 
the shortage of doctors. For example, we could 
illustrate from our own experience with our practical 
nurse program. We thought that if we moved ahead 
and set up a program for training practical nurses, we 
could do something about meeting the shortage in 
that category in central Missouri. Now the question 
is up as to whether it would be worthwhile to con
tinue that program because recruitment of people to 
take the course didn't come up to expectation and the 
people that have been turned out have been going off 
to get better salaries in Kansas and other states and 
haven't been staying in central Missouri. We have 
the same proposition with the medical school, that if 
we simply turned out the physicians and if a far
sighted policy wasn't developed for making certain 
that those physicians would be attracted back to the 
places they are needed in the state, we might find 
ourselves having a medical school and spending a 
great deal of money of training Missouri boys to go 
practice in Illinois and Kansas." 

MR. HILL: "Dr. Stubbs, thank you again, and 
you'll stay with us for tomorrow. " 

On the final day of the hearing, Thursday, 
September 13, 1951, Dean Melvin A. Casberg 
argued for the Kansas City location as did Senator 
David M. Proctor of Kansas City. The president of 
the Missouri State Medical Association, Dr. C. 
Edgar Virden, testified and he then introduced other 
doctors from around the state who testified. They 
included Dr. J. William Thompson ofSt. Louis, Dr. 
E. C. Bohrer of West Plaines, Dr. Frank W. Hall of 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, Dr. W. O. Finney of 
Chaffee, Missouri, H. E. Peterson ofSt. Joseph, Dr. 
W. F. Fracka of Hannibal, Dr. Armand Fries of St. 
Louis, Dr. Robert Mueller of St. Louis, Dr. Ar
chibald Spelman of Smithville, Missouri, Dr. A. S. 
Bristow of Princeton, Missouri, Dr. Rollin H. Smith 
of West Plaines, Missouri, Dr. Clyde P. Dyer of 
Webster Groves, Dr. Watkins A. Broyles from 
Bethany, Dr. Joseph Johnston of Springfield, and Dr. 
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Kenneth Coffelt from Springfield, Missouri. 
Mr. Powell McHaney, Dr. Frank C. Mays and I 

also testified for the committee that afternoon. 

Thursday, September 13, 1951 

As it appeared then, and even now in retrospect, 
the truly pivotal point in the entire forty-eight year 
controversy about the location of the four-year 
medical school was the hearing held by the Hill 
committee in the Missouri House of Representatives 
lounge on September 13, 1951. Austin Hill, as 
chairman, was presiding. One by one, he presented 
Dr. Melvin A. Casberg, dean and associate professor 
of surgery at the St. Louis University School of 
Medicine; Senator David M. Proctor from Kansas 
City; former medical school dean Stubbs; and 
sixteen physicians from Kansas City. All nineteen of 
these men made rather lengthy presentations - all 
advocating a Kansas City location four-year medical 
school; and various members of the committee rather 
incisively questioned each one. 

Also present to add support for Kansas City were 
four other physicians from Kansas City, one from 
Springfield, and one from St. Louis. They did not 
speak. 

Dr. Edgar Virden, as the president of the 
Missouri State Medical Association, proceeded to 
pound in his possibly overstressed "as taking this 
opportunity at your invitation to present the 
viewpoint of the Missouri State Medical 
Association. You have called a lot of men here this 
afternoon. We have, Mr. Chairman, three thousand 
six hundred odd members, do you want me to call 
them off to you." 

Mr. Hill, rather tersely, replied "No, that will be 
enough. Thank you, doctor." 

Although badly outnumbered, but certainly not 
vanquished or squelched, Mr. Powell B. McHaney, 
president of the board of curators, started off the 
eventually successful case for the campus location of 
the four-year medical school with one of the three 
presentations that were to substantially alter the 
course of medical education in the state of Missouri. 
He opened with these remarks; 

Mr. Chairman, I really didn't know today 
would be a show of strength or otherwise I 
would have had a representative from most 
of the alumni associations of the state; and 
quite a few doctors located in the various 
counties who are graduates of the University 

of Missouri. However, I did think that you 
wanted to know the various options, and for 
that reason among the doctors you requested 
be here today, we selected two. One of these 
doctors is here and the other one found at the 
last minute that he could not be here but I 
have a statement to be read from him. 

Dr. Evarts A. Graham 

Dr. Graham had almost evelY honor in American surgelY 
conferred upon him. He was president of the American 
ColJege of Surgeons. He was founder of the American 
Board of Surgery and the first surgeon to successfully 
remove a lungfor cancer. the Graham-Cole-Copher test 
for gallbladder disease revolutionized the approach to 
gallbladder surgelY. 

The statement he referred to was from Dr. 
Evarts A. Graham. As professor and chairman of the 
department of surgery at Washington University, 
Evarts Graham was a nationally recognized phys
ician. Dr. Graham had performed the first successful 
pneumonectomy for cancer of the lung in 1933. He 
had helped develop the first diagnostic test for 
gallbladder disease. He had held the most prestigious 
offices in the various surgical organizations, 
including the American College of Surgeons. 

Editorial note: Dr. Evarts Graham died at age 73, 
March 4, 1957. For thirty-three years, he served as 
chief of surgery at Barnes Hospital and headed the 
department of surgery at Washington University. 
Throughout Dr. Graham's career, he waged warfare 
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Sen. Avery wrote to express "is appreciation in 1961, 
ten years later. Orner Avery was now a senator. 

to improve standards in medical care and medical 
education, and to eliminate practices he considered 
undesirable. He was the founder and fIrst chainnan 
of the American Board of Surgery. When Dr. 
Graham died, he was considered the dean of 
American surgeons. He succumbed to the disease he 
spent his last years battling with the weapons of his 
research, lung cancer. During the last years of his 
life, Dr. Graham and one of his medical students 
t~med to the study of the relationship between 
cIgarette smoke and lung cancer. Dr. Graham is 
well-known for his work as an educator and his blunt 
talks on standards of medical care and such practices 
as fee-splitting and ghost-surgery. Dr. Graham 
retired in 1951 after thirty-three years as chief 
surgeon at Bames Hospital and head of the 
department of surgery at Washington University. 
Although retired, he continued his medical research 
as professor emeritus of surgery. 

Dr. Graham was born in Chicago, the son of a 
professor of surgery, and was schooled at Princeton 
Uni~ersity ~nd Rush Medical School in Chicago. He 
receIved hIS M.D. degree in 1907. Dr. Graham 
distinguished himself in World War I in seeking out 
a course of treatment for empyema, a complication 
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of influenza. After. studies and experiments, he 
recommended delaY10gsurgery forthis lung ailment. 
Although he was severely criticized at the time, the 
empyema mortally rate toppled from as high as 90% 
to as low as 4%. 

When he accepted the chainnanship of the 
department of surgery at Washington University in 
191.9, he was the fIrst full-time head of surgery in the 
Umted Sta!es. As .mentioned, he achieved a major 
research tnumph 10 the 1920s by applying x-ray 
photography to the study of gallbladder disease - a 
diagnostic technique now called cholecystography. 

It should be noted that Dr. Graham had 
consistently urged that the State's medical school be 
located on the campus of the university in Columbia. 
For example, in November 1945 the Senate 
education committee held hearings ~n the bill to 
?Iove the school to Kansas City. Dr. Graham 
Journeyed to Jefferson City and told the committee 
that the Kansas City's program had its inception 
when a group of Kansas City physicians tried to 
become teachers of medicine. He called the proposal 
a backward step and reminiscent of the day when 
there were fourteen medical schools in Kansas City, 
all staffed by men who thought the prestige of the 
medical faculty position was high. He said that day 
had passed in medical education. He also said that 
the Senate bill would create a medical school "of 
what I think every medical educator in the co~ntry 
condemns as a bad plan." 

. ~ly in. his career, in hoping to upgrade his 
train10g and unprove the hospital setting in which it 
occurred, Dr. Graham proposed the establishment of 
an ~n~~pendent co~ssion that would expand the 
actlVlttes of the Amencan College of Surgeons in 
hospital accreditation. This proposal eventually 
resulted in the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Hospitals (now the Joint Commission on Accredita
tion of Health Care Organizations). 

People from around the world attended an April 
1957 memorial service on the university campus. Dr. 
James Gilmore, his fIrst pneumonectomy patient, 
was there. Dr. Alfred Blaylock, the famous Johns 
Hopkins surgeon, said "some imminent men are 
known for their scientifIc attainment, some for their 
ability in clinical surgery, others for attainment in 
stimulating their students, and still others for 
activities in important organizations. Dr. Graham 
ranked near the top in all of these activities." 

Dr. Graham had always been convinced of the 
real value of a medical school being on an academic 
campus of a university. He once told me that one of 
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the greatest handicaps at Washington University was 
in the fact that the main campus of the university 
was separated from the medical school by Forest 
Park. 

Testimony By Dr. Frank G. Mays 

Mr. McHaney was, of course, president of the 
board of curators of the University of Missouri at 
that time. Before his most successful rebuttal to the 
presentations of the Kansas City physicians, he 
presented his support team which must have seemed 
incredibly weak to the Kansas Citians. He fIrst 
introduced a physician from the rural area, 
Washington, Missouri. If the opposition laughed at 
his selection of speakers, they shouldn't have done 
so. Dr. Mays, a member of the House of Delegates 
of the Missouri State Medical Association, a former 
member of the council of the association, and a 
former vice-president of that association, was a 
widely revered physician and surgeon at a rural 
hospital in Washington, Missouri - a hospital 
where he had helped grow from thirty-fIve to one 
hundred thirty-fIve beds. His presentation to the Hill 
committee hearing included a vivid description of 
his student days in Columbia as a virtual apprentice 
of Dr. Arthur McComas, whose contributions have 
been discussed elsewhere in this book. Dr. Mays 
made those years a vivid contrast with his fInal two 
years of graduate medical education at Washington 
University in st. Louis. 

Dr. Mays effectively demolished the oft-repeated 
Kansas City sales talk regarding the far greater 
availability of clinical material in that city. He used 
a graphically simple analogy of the potential patient
content of a circle drawn around Columbia and a 
half-circle ending at the Kansas border drawn around 
Kansas City, using as radius the distance then 
considered reasonable for transporting patients. As 
to the much-discussed chronicity of the illnesses 
students could expect to see - a favorite talking 
point of the Kansas Citians - he made two telling 
rebuttals. First, he contrasted the educational 
usefulness of patients he had seen as a student in 
Columbia as compared with his experience at 
Washington University - the balance tilted heavily 
to the former location. And, he double-parried with 
the telling thrust that, regardless the "crying need of 
the medical student is the acute case" as had been 
repeatedly proclaimed that day, but the ''the crying 
need of the medical student is to leam something to 
practice in taking care of disease, taking care of sick 

patients, whether they are chronic or not." 
Continuing his apparent demolition of opposing 

views, Dr. Mays next addressed the topic of 
assembling faculties at the two locations; 

.. .1 am in no way questioning the ability of 
my friends in Kansas City. They are 
excellent men. They are top great men, but 
anywhere you establish a top medical 
school, you must do so with full-time 
teachers, at least ... as heads and assistant 
heads of departments. There are two groups 
of teaching institutions in this country, one 
in the minority ... exemplifIed by st. Louis 
University which uses a minimum of full
time men and a maximum of part-time, non
paid staff, as expressed to you by one of 
your witnesses this morning. As a contrast, 
I give you Washington University which is 
making every effort to include more and 
more full-time teachers of medicine on the 
staff, believing - and rightly so - that their 
teaching facilities will be enhanced. 

Dr. Mays wasn't one to talk to his opponents 
over the head with an argument; and he did 
apologize for not "going outside the state for our 
comparisons because I don't want to slander our 
sister universities' states." He then hit even closer to 
the center of the target when he quoted, "Dr. Wahl, 
at one time dean of Kansas University, (who) 
pointed out that the facilities available to the State of 
Kansas in the last two years of medicine in Kansas 
City were inadequate. For that reason, they pulled 
out of the facilities made available by Kansas City, 
built their own hospital, and established their own 
county lines." 

Subsequent contributions of Dr. Mays to the 
University of Missouri are cited in the Chapter on 
the Medical School Foundation, Inc. 

Dr. Mays was the third recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award given by the university 
and the fIrst physician to receive this most 
prestigious award. 

Second Day Testimony -
An Exciting Assignment 

It was a most exciting experience to appear 
before Austin Hill's committee. Some weeks earlier, 
I had written Mr. Hill to ask if I might appear before 
his committee to testify for the Columbia location. 
He in turn, very graciously invited me to come. It 
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was certainly an auspicious occasion with doctors 
from allover the state being present at the hearing. 
At the time, I was a resident at Bellevue Hospital in 
New York City, having graduated from Washington 
University with an M.D. degree in 1945, and prior to 
that having received my B.S. in medicine from the 
two-year school at Columbia. It was a generous 
introduction that was given to me by Mr. Hill, 
"Stephenson is a native Missourian. He has devoted 
probably more time for the investigation of this 
subject that any other single person. He has 
interviewed medical educators allover the country 
and I am happy to present this young man who has 
devoted so much time to this important question." 

Since receiving Mr. Hill's invitation, I had been 
working very hard on my presentation and had 
hoped to present as much concrete data and logical 
reasoning as possible. 

McHaney Testifies 

Mr. McHaney, Chairman of the board of 
curators, University of Missouri, appeared and 
introduced Dr. Mays: 

MR. McHANEY: "Mr. Chairman, I really didn't 
know today was to be a day of show of strength or 
otherwise I would have had a representative for most 
of the alumni association of the state and quite a few 
doctors located in the various counties of the state 
who are graduates of the University of Missouri and 
other positions. However, I did think that you did 
want to know the various arguments, and for that 
reason among the doctors who requested to appear 
here today, we selected two. One of those doctors is 
here. The other one found that at the last minute he 
could not be here, but I have a statement to be read 
for him. I'd like fIrst to present to you Dr. Frank G. 
Mays of Washington, Missouri, who in 1930 was 
made a member of the house of delegates of the 
Missouri State Medical Association, has served on 
the council of the Missouri State Medical 
Association, has been a vice-president of that 
association, is a surgeon at Washington, Missouri, 
connected, associated with a hospital, a successful 
rural hospital in Washington, Missouri, that has been 
built from a thirty-fIve bed hospital to a hundred and 
thirty-five bed hospital, I'd like to present him to you 
for his statement in connection with this question." 

Dr. Frank G. Mays, Washington, Missouri, 
appeared and testifIed as follows: 
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DR. MAYS: "Mr. Chairman, Mr. McHaney 
surely must have been talking to the F.B.! or 
somebody knowing that much about me. My name 
is Frank G. Mays, Washington, Missouri. I am a 
doctor. My background, in addition to what's been 
said, I would just like to say that my family started 
in this country at Jamestown in 1607. Three of my 
ancestors signed the Declaration of Independence, 
my family doctored in Missouri before the Civil 
War. Right now, I feel like an Austin automobile in 
between two semi-trailers. I have never had so many 
of my friends breathing down the back of my neck in 
all my life. Neither have I ever seen such a profound 
unanimously of an opinion of so many doctors as I 
have heard today. I like the University of Missouri. 
Graduated there, studied medicine, went on to 
Washington University and took my M.D. there. I 
spent my entire lifetime in the practice of medicine 
and the study of medicine in this state. I'm here 
today as a private citizen to present my own thoughts 
and feelings on a school for the University of 
Missouri. There's little that I can add that hasn't been 
presented. Some of those men who have talked to 
you today have made an excellent case for a school 
at Columbia. I intend not to make myself a rebuttal 
witness except for the divergence of one or two 
points where I'd like to point out my previous 
statement. As to location of the school, I feel the 
school should be at Columbia. This is not a recent 
conclusion. It is one which I have held for many 
years. I appeared before a committee of this 
legislature years ago and stated my opinion at the 
time that Dr. Evarts Graham and Dr. Wahl of Kansas 
presented their views on the subject. We all know 
that since the establishment of medical schools 
throughout this nation, economic changes have 
occurred that have completely revolutionized 
everything, including the selection of sites for 
medical schools. I mean by that, that transportation 
when all those schools were established as my 
friends have pointed out to you today, were done in 
an era when the automobile and the good road 
played a very minimum if any part whatsoever. It's 
only recently that the United States government 
decided to haul the mail by truck. They depended on 
railroads, just as the medical school had to do at a 
day when they were established. That situation is 
entirely different now. Columbia is the hub of the 
state. It's served by good roads in every direction. 
The population of Columbia is in the opinion of the, 
pardon my expression, city man quite a small 
community. But there are a lot of people living in 
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Columbia and its vicinity. If you'll draw a circle 
around Columbia and limit that circle by the distance 
that you can travel with a patient in forty minutes or 
one hour and draw a similar circle which you'll be 
limited to a half-circle at Kansas City where you can 
travel in the same length of time, you'll find that 
you'll travel a lot farther in the Columbia area and 
during that specified time you will have passed the 
doors of a lot of folks, people that need medical 
attention just as badly and just as much as its needed 
in Kansas City; people that do not have that facility 
available at this time; people who are citizens and 
pay taxes in the state of Missouri. 

"Dr. Stephenson made an excellent case for 
critical material when he pointed out to you that in 
Iowa when they have room for a patient, they had 
stacks of applicants. Gentlemen, does that sound like 
a dearth of clinical material? No. Further, an 
experience a few years ago when they tried to 
establish a four-year school and which had to be 
abandoned because of finances and because of the 
stress of time, it was not a lack of clinical material 
that figured or in any way played any part in the 
closing of that effort. There was an excess of clinical 
material as told to me by one of the physicians who 
was there. They had more clinical material than they 
knew how to use. I had the good fortune to have 
started and served my embryonic stage, if I may say 
so, in Boone County. As a student, I was lucky to be 
permitted to live out at the Boone County Hospital. 
Dr. McComas, a surgeon, took me under his wing 
and I saw patient after patient, I spent my vacation, 
my summers, my holidays with Dr. McComas. I saw 
sick people in Boone County, the area that is to be 
served if the school is located in Columbia. I saw my 
first acute appendicitis, my first shattered leg, my 
first fractured skull, my first heart case, all of those 
things as a student in Columbia and surrounding 
territories. Not just chronic cases that nobody wanted 
or that couldn't get attention anywhere else, but cases 
that I had learned lessons that I've used all these 
years. When I left Missouri and went to Washington 
University, the place where supposedly we have an 
excess of acute cases, I did not see one case of acute 
appendicitis while I was a senior. After I graduated, 
I saw acute appendicitis as an intern and as post
graduate training, and so on, of course, but not as a 
student. You have had many reamarks today that the 
acute case in the junior and senior year was the 
crying need of the medical students, the crying need 
of the medical student is to learn something to 
practice in taking care of disease, taking care of sick 

patients whether they're chronic or not. So far as 
transportation is concerned, that point has been 
brought up. It has been my good fortune to practice 
in a small rural area and town in this state. We have 
a hospital of which we're proud. When I began 
practice, it was thirty-five beds. It is now expanded 
to a hundred and thirty-five beds and equipped as 
well as any hospital in the state so far as its services 
grow which I did not include deep X -ray therapy and 
the sort of thing that properly belongs in the fields of 
the specialists. But for a general hospital where we 
specialize, gentlemen, in taking care of sick people, 
we have the facilities. Transportation is not a 
problem. It does not even figure in our thinking 
when we send a patient to the hospital. I have them 
come to my office or to the hospital from distances, 
and I'm not exaggerating when I say sixty miles 
away. Those people come of their own volition and 
with their own transportation. Our hospital serves a 
considerable area, but nothing like the number of 
people nor the area that facilities in Columbia could 
serve were it set up by you gentlemen and the board 
of curators. 

"There is another factor which has been 
mentioned early today which I would like, if 
possible, to correct the impression left. One witness 
said we have the cancer hospital. Too much stress 
shouldn't be put on that and let's don't pyramid 
mistakes by adding to it, implying that the cancer 
hospital of this great commonwealth of the state of 
Missouri, the first and only hospital established by a 
political unit anywhere to be a mistake. I merely ask 
to disagree with that. The cancer hospital has in it 
the potential of a teaching facility that has no 
counterpart in any of the schools mentioned by these 
men. Sure, they see cancer cases, yes, but we have 
our cancer hospital at Columbia and no one in the 
sound of my voice or who reads this report will 
(doubt) my statement when I say that the study of 
cancer and its solution poses now as one of the 
greatest if not the one single leading question to the 
medical profession today. We have facilities already 
established for students in Columbia to study this, 
more than we had by a great deal at Washington 
University. 

"'The question of a faculty I would like to qualify 
my statements that I, in no way, question the ability 
of my friends in Kansas City. They are excellent 
men. They are top great men, but anywhere you 
establish a top medical school, you must do so with 
full-time teachers, at least full-time teachers as heads 
and assistant heads of the departments. You will 
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recall that the trend in this country has been 
consistently away from medical staffs by part-time 
and non-paid members. That was very pointedly 
made in a previous hearing before this legislature 
which I attended and which is in the testimony of Dr. 
Evarts Graham of Washington University. There are 
two groups of teaching institutions in this country, 
one in the minority exemplified, now we don't need 
to go outside the state of Missouri because I don't 
want to slander our sister state universities, we'll stay 
at home because we're in the family and I trust no 
offense; but, in our own state the minority group of 
institutions which we find in America today 
exemplified by st. Louis University uses a minimum 
of full-time men and a maximum of part-time non
paid staff as expressed to you by one of your 
witnesses this morning. As a contrast to that, and 
again in our state, I give you Washington University 
which is making every effort to include more and 
more full-time teachers of medicine on the staff 
believing, and rightly so, that their teaching facilities 
will be enhanced. Let's always keep in mind, 
gentlemen, that the study of medicine is a science 
that practice of it is an art. You must learn the art of 
the practice of medicine after you've learned the 
basic science of medicine, and the basic sciences of 
medicine will be taught in the first four years. That 
is necessary. The maximum stress will have to be 
and is placed always on the first four years. I'm not 
a financier. God knows, I wish I were. But the 
question of building an institution, no matter where 
you build it, you must build it. Kansas City or not, it 
still must be built. Dr. Wahl, at one time a former 
dean of Kansas University, pointed out to this 
previous hearing that I mentioned, and I hope you'll 
bear with me as I quote again, ''That the facilities 
available to the state of Kansas in the last two years 
of medicine in Kansas City were inadequate. For that 
reason, they pulled out of the facilities made 
available by Kansas City, built their own hospital, 
and established their own county lines." Dr. Wahl 
made that statement publicly and you can find it in 
his testimony. Building an institution in Columbia 
would certainly not cost any more money than build
ing an institution in Kansas City. I heartily agree 
with the statement made this morning that instead of 
steppings back fifty years and building a school for 
Missouri, let's step forward fifty years and have the 
best state university. We're building it in modem 
times, we're building it under modem circumstances. 
We need it, let's build it. 

"Another factor which has happened elsewhere, 
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and speaking frankly without any sort of 
insinuations, it was told to us in the House of 
Delegates last spring in Kansas City by a 
representative of the city hall that Kansas City now 
spends, and the statement was essentially certified 
and corroborated this morning by Senator Proctor, 
one of every five tax dollars collected on hospitals 
and public health endeavors. It has been the 
experience that that expense has been assumed, 
taken over, by the state involved when it moved in 
on similar conditions. Those facilities are established 
for the people in Kansas City at their expense and by 
their own volition. The people out here in rural 
Missouri, just as we faced when we built the cancer 
hospital, we didn't have a place to send the rural 
patient to get cancer treatment. I remember the 
hearing very well. Some of the men that are here 
today were here then, too. We built the cancer 
hospital. It has been an outstanding success, and it's 
been a godsend to some of my patients, and to the 
doctors and their patients throughout the state. In the 
cities, they have the facilities, and they had them 
then. We didn't. The same thing holds true now with 
regard to these facilities on other lines for people 
which Kansas City has which Columbia and the 
surrounding territories have not. As to the opinion of 
physicians, it's a strange thing, as I said here, most of 
these men, not all of them, thank God, but the most 
of them that I see here today are men that I have seen 
come into the work of the Missouri State Medical 
Association. I went into the House of Delegates in 
1930. I've been secretary of my county society since 
Roosevelt was elected the first time. His job killed 
him, I'm still alive. But, it's strange to me that the 
opinions of the men that I observe seem to depend 
on location, on affiliation, this or that other reason, 
most of which I know which I wouldn't dare state 
because if I did, I wouldn't get out of town. But, it 
does seem strange that that is the case. Down in 
Franklin County where we have a hospital, we have 
men who graduated from Missouri and Washington 
University, most of the men have been trained in this 
state. We don't have the biggest medical society in 
the county, there's twenty-six men on our staff down 
there, and in a recent survey in one of our open 
meetings, I asked the question if there was anyone 
there who felt that the school should be in Kansas 
City and, gentlemen, there wasn't one man in our 
society that I know of at this time but who favors 
Columbia as the site for the school. That includes 
men who went to Columbia just as I did. Now you've 
heard that men from other places are just as strong 
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for Kansas City, even down in the bootheel and so 
on. Of course, any of the opinions of the doctors 
outstate might be qualified by the bullish over-riding 
mind of someone who is testifying here today, I 
don't know, but at any rate that's the case down in 
Franklin County. Now the teaching staff, to get back 
to that. You've got to have a full-time man to head it 
and as the institution grows, there will be more men 
who would be available on a part-time basis if the 
management decided to do that. But, there's 
absolutely no reason why this institution in 
Columbia couldn't get all the good teachers it 
needed. Young men, men who are trained, trained 
well, who would go there and teach. I hope I haven't 
bored you. This is all I have to say. Thank you. 

MR. "HILL: Thank you, Doctor." 
MR. McHANEY: "Mr. Chairman, the gentlemen 

that I referred to that intended to be here today was 
Dr. Evarts A. Graham, thoracic surgery, Washington 
University. There's a big convention in St. Louis as 
you probably know and Dr. Graham had, I think he 
said, Scottish friends, I think that referred to their 
nationality. They're to be there today and he couldn't 
leave. He's leaving for Chicago tomorrow. I do have 
a letter that I want to read later from Dr. Graham and 
I want placed in the records. 

"There's one question that has been referred to 
several times here today that I'd like for Dr. 
Stephenson to reply to. Dr. Stephenson was here 
yesterday, but for the benefit of some of the medical 
men here, he is a graduate of Missouri University, 
Washington University Medical School, interned at 
Chicago University, Barnes Hospital and is now at 
Bellevue Hospital in New York. He is a native-born 
Missourian. His home is in Columbia. He has 
devoted probably more time for the investigation of 
this subject than any other single person. He has 
interviewed medical educators allover the country 
and I am happy to present this young man that has 
devoted so much time to this important question." 

DR. STEPHENSON: "Mr. Chairman and 
members of the committee and guests of the 
committee, the only point that I would like to make 
is in connection with the great deal of emphasis that 
has been placed by the guests here today on one of 
the ten points stressed by Dean Stubbs this morning 
regarding the criteria for a good medical school. One 
of those ten points was the presence of adequate 
clinical material. I would like to add one point. I 
think I am. about the only graduate of a medical 
school in the last ten years here in this room, and the 
point that I would like to make is that I think it is 

important that we examine exactly how many 
patients does a medical student actually need to see. 
Does anyone know how many patients are necessary 
for the adequate teaching of a medical student. I 
know of -no survey having been made by the 
American Medical Association or by the State 
Medical Association. However, when I entered the 
University of Missouri as a medical student, I kept a 
very complete record of every patient that I saw, his 
name and diagnosis and what we did to him and I 
continued that record on down at Washington 
University which included periods spent at the St. 
Louis Jewish Hospital in obstetrics, the st. Louis 
City Hospital, Koch Hospital, Malcolm-Bliss 
Psychiatric Hospital, and at time there at the Ellis 
Fischel State Cancer Hospital in Columbia. I have 
that report here which includes a list of every patient 
seen and the type of patient all organized as to the 
portion of the digestive system, for example, 
diseases of the bronchi, diseases of the lung, and on 
down the line and, as far as I know, it is a fairly 
typical example of what the medical student sees in 
the course of ones four years. Actually, I think it is 
important for us to realize that you don't need the 
huge volume of clinical material that some people 
might feel that is necessary. At Barnes Hospital in 
st. Louis, there are approximately a thousand beds in 
that huge medical center on Kingshighway, and if 
you will inquire at the hospital, you will realize that 
of that huge number of patients, the number that are 
actually used for teaching in the medical school is 
very small. There are two surgical wards, there are 
two medical wards, and there is one mixed ward. 
That's approximately one hundred and fifty beds 
there. Of those hundred and fifty beds, I made a 
survey May 19th, 1949, and found that over 65% of 
those patients in those five wards were actually from 
out-state Missouri. In actuality, the situation is this: 
here we have the large area and what should be 
supplying the teaching patients as we are left to 
believe today, and in reality those patients were from 
southern Illinois, southern Missouri and out-state 
Missouri. I've spent two periods of training at the 
Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital in connection 
with my period of internship and assistant resident in 
surgery at Barnes Hospital. If you will drive to Ellis 
Fischel any day of the week, you will see patients of 
all ages being brought to the hospital or getting off 
the bus there at the intersection of Highway 63 and 
Highway 40, (Highway 40 is probably the main 
eastlwest, and Highway 63 is one of the main 
north/south highways) you will see those patients 
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arriving from all parts of the state and going home 
the same day. In other words, the accessibility to the 
state of the cancer hospital is quite remarlcable and I 
think it is important to realize from the experience of 
Barnes Hospital, for example, you don't need a huge 
number of patients that one might suppose. I'm now 
a resident of surgery at the Bellevue Hospital in New 
York City, a hospital of approximately four thousand 
beds. I had an internship at the University of 
Chicago, which is a teaching hospital of, we weren't 
sure exactly yesterday whether it's four hundred or 
six hundred, it's around there, each patient whether 
it's a paying patient or a charity patient, is a teaching 
patient and they make the maximum benefit out of 
each patient in that hospital. At Bellevue Hospital, 
we have four thousand beds and in connection with 
chronic patients which we are lead to believe would 
accumulate in Columbia at the site of the new 
improved teaching facilities, which I might add 
would not be comparable to the 1909 situation, or 
the 1928, 1932 or even the 1938 situation, but at the 
Bellevue Hospital we, of course, have to accept 
every patient that comes in off the streets of New 
York City, including, as you know, a large number 
of chronic leg ulcers, alcoholics, and debilitated 
patients which from a teaching standpoint have no 
benefit that I can discern after at least having seen 
two or three of those patients, and for students to be 
continually working those patients up, doing blood 
counts on those patients, urinalysis on those patients, 
why they're overloaded, they're overburdened with 
that type of material and they're not getting the 
training that they should on the type of patient that 
requires a great deal of teaching. The acute cases 
which we are lead to believe are so terribly 
important and would not be available in Columbia in 
large numbers, actually you require, you don't need 
to see huge numbers of these acute cases. In this list 
of patients that I saw during my four years of 
medical school, and incidently I've kept a complete 
list of all the patients I've seen since then which 
includes almost ten thousand patients, and of this 
number of patients that I saw during my medical 
schools days, there were only six cases of 
appendicitis; in other words, the acute cases which 
you see are the cases of broken bones, the lacerated 
scalps, the climatic cases that you see in the 
emergency wards, you're going to see those during 
your internship. Those are not the type of patients 
that require full-time teachers and scientific 
investigations and laboratory data, blood counts and 
X -rays, etc. They're the type of patients that you're 
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going to be called on to see during the middle of the 
night during the intemship and you get so tired of 
seeing those patients that you wish they'd go 
someplace else. I don't think that is a problem to 
worry about where you're going to get enough acute 
patients. As Dean Stubbs said this morning, many 
states in the union are requiring an internship for the 
diploma in medicine and it goes without saying that 
practically everybody at the present time when he 
graduates from medicine serves an internship in an 
approved hospital of the American Medical 
Association and, of course, 1 think that there is a 
tendency to spend too much time in hospitals, and 
it's over-emphasized a bit. I know I've spent seven 
years including every other night on call in hospitals 
with the exception of two in the Army and I think 
there is probably a tendency to spend too much time 
in those hospitals. But, at least, everybody is 
spending a year in a hospital and during that time 
he's going to see these acute cases that we're 
worrying about so much today. 1 don't want to take 
any more time, but I would like to say it would be 
my opinion that this school would not fade away at 
Columbia but I would like to go on record as saying 
that this medical school in the future would be a 
great tribute to the judgement of this committee." 

MR. HILL: ''Thank you, Dr. Stephenson." 
MR. McHANEY: "I should have said, because 

it's true, that this young man has devoted all of his 
time without any compensation, and at his own 
expense, I want to make that very clear. He did it out 
of a sense of duty to his state and to the people of the 
state." 

"A lot of things have been said here today, 
several of them I don't know whether I should take 
the time to try to answer or not. I don't agree that 
back in that school in 1909 that there should have 
been any more circumcision cases. I think one was 
enough, although that might have been recom
mended. There is another statement I think maybe I 
will disagree with, the statement was emphatically 
made that, something to the effect that you wouldn't 
have a medic sea base outside of some ocean or 
something to that effect Well, I might inform the 
counselor from Kansas City that there is a large 
Naval base located in the desert out in Idaho. I also, 
in that particular connection, think it's a fit analogy, 
since he brought up the matter to remind him of one 
of the best Naval bases for training pwposes is the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station up in Chicago. 
It's not located on either ocean, it has just enough 
water. Therefore, I think that that's a perfect analogy 
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for Columbia. It has just enough patients to make a 
good medical school. I think I'll go into that question 
a little bit at this time. In hearing these gentlemen, 
and they are fine gentlemen, there's no question 
about that, very capable men in their profession, and 
there's no question in my mind but what they 
earnestly believe the position that they're advocating. 
But in listening to them from the point of view that 
I must listen to them, and the point of view that you 
must listen to them, and that in the good of the 
University of Missouri and the good of the state as a 
whole, two things occurred to me. I noticed two 
things that stood out. One was the steady playing 
down of the element of research which is a necessary 
part of every medical school and every great 
university. The other was the playing down of the 
service that can be rendered by a great university and 
should be rendered by a great university to the entire 
state of Missouri. And lastly, the effect of a divided 
school upon the University of Missouri as a whole. 
These three things were played down in this hearing. 
Something else to doubt, and that is as each witness 
would come before you, he would talk particularly 
of the training of doctors as doctors. He talked of the 
medical school as a separate emphasis. Every single 
solitary one of them did that. Now it is my duty as 
the president of the board of curators and it is every 
member of the curators duty to think of that, but also 
to think of what the effect is going to be upon the 
University of Missouri as a whole. What is the effect 
going to be upon the people of the state of Missouri 
as a whole. That's my duty. It may not be the duty of 
these doctors to think of that particular matter. 
They're thinking of doctors, the training of doctors, 
nothing but the training of doctors. The problem is 
much greater than that. I was reminded as I listened 
to them, they all say that they went to this school or 
that school and I particularly noticed that all of them 
were from schools from metropolitan centers. In 
other words, their experience has been from schools 
of metropolitan centers. That is true, I think, of all of 
them, maybe with one possible exception. It 
reminded me kind of the old story of the fellow that 
said, "All indians walk in a straight line," and when 
the man say, "How do you know?" he said, "Wel~ 
the one that I saw did." That's - I have relied in 
making up my judgement, I think, upon the vast 
majority opinion of medical educators. There has 
been a reference here made to the fact that eminent 
men, medical educators, I presume, could be found 
on either side. Yet I have listened, very unhappily, 
for a quotation from an outstanding medical educator 

recognized throughout the United States. On the 
other hand, there has been submitted to you in the 
brief which was prepared a statement of many 
medical educators, noted in the field of medical 
education, which I presume and I believe it to be 
true, that the physicians and medical training is not 
too greatly different from other professions. I think 
there is a difference between a medical educator and 
a medical practitioner. I will not take your time to 
review pages sixteen and seventeen containing the 
statements of several educators, medical educators 
and otherwise, along with the statements of Dr. 
Gregg and Dr. Flexner on this subject, but they're all 
outstanding men in the field of education and 
medical education. However, since you have no 
doubt read that brief and, therefore, have before you 
those statements, I do want to place into the record 
an additional statement or two from the field of 
medical education. This statement is found in the 
statement of the governor of West Virginia who had 
essentially the same problem before him that this 
committee and the board of curators had before it. 
After examining all the available evidence on the 
subject, he arrived at the conclusion that the medical 
school should be there at the University of West 
Virginia, even though it's a town about the same size 
of Columbia, Missouri, with about the same 
attributes. In doing so in this statement, he quotes 
this, "It is of particular significance to note that when 
Dr. Lippard, Dean of Louisiana State University's 
Medical School at New Orleans conducted a survey 
in the State of Florida in 1949, he decided in favor of 
the small university city of Gainesville with a 
population of only 15,081 despite the fact that his 
medical school is located in a large metropolitan 
center." Then, he goes on to quote Dr. Abram 
Flexner, a quotation which you have in your record. 
The quotation from Dr. Lippard is as follows: "The 
experience of medical schools in small communities 
has not indicated that they are handicapped seriously 
by lack of patients. If adequate facilities are provided 
and a superior faculty is assembled, people find their 
way to the medical center in numbers and with a 
variety of illnesses more than sufficient to supply 
material for clinical observation." That's exactly the 
same statement that's made by experience in our own 
state by a rural surgeon in a rural hospital and it's 
been confirmed here today by actual practice in our 
own state. Let me continue with Dr. Lippard's state
ment: 'New state supported medical schools and 
associated university hospitals as planned, or under 
construction in Washington, California and North 
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Carolina. As an indication of the trend, it is observed 
that all are to be erected on the campuses of state 
universities. Two of the universities are located in 
the outskirts of large cities, Seattle and Los Angeles, 
and the third at Chapel Hill which has a population 
of about 4,000. Despite the fact that much larger and 
better developed county hospitals are found in 
Seattle and Los Angeles and many other cities, the 
construction of a university hospital was considered 
essential.' Then we've already quoted from Dr. 
Berryhill from the University of North Carolina. He 
made essentially comments on the same subject It's 
included in this brief. I may say that after sitting here 
and listening to these various arguments, I think that 
every single argument made is answered completely 
and fully in the brief file with you. I don't know -
I can't think of a single argument that has been made 
here today that is not answered fully and completely 
in this brief. This brief includes the statement of the 
university, of the governor of West Virginia, I think 
will amply show you that the opinion registered here 
today is not the prevailing opinion among medical 
educators, and people familiar with university 
problems and affairs. I'm a little bit at a loss making 
this rebuttal argument because of the fact that I don't 
know exactly what this plan and program for the 
Kansas City location is." 

Re: Kansas City OtTer 

"One time in the history of this controversy they 
suggested that the administrative offices be in the 
Kansas City City Hall. I haven't heard of that 
recently. Then, when I appeared before the Senate 
committee on Appropriations, I heard for the first 
time, and I was president of the board of curators, 
that there was an offer about Research Hospital. As 
president of the board of curators, I have never been 
presented with any matter in connection with Re
search Hospital by anyone with authority either from 
the city of Kansas City or from Research Hospital 
itself. I have checked with the secretary of the board 
of curators and he has not been informed of any such 
offer. So, officially, I know nothing of Research 
Hospital; however, I came here today prepared to 
talk a little about Research Hospital so I assume that 
the Medical Association has now receded from the 
Research Hospital offer and has now gone back to 
building a complete hospital. I can make no other 
a.<;sumption in view of what was said today. Now, in 
connection with the problem I'd like to say just a few 
words because I've been through this before and I 
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know that you're getting tired, and I know that you 
have the point in mind, upon which the board of 
curators has predicated its position. I would like to 
say this in view of one statement that was made this 
morning about partisanship. I do not represent any 
city in the state of Missouri. I came to this question 
with a fully open mind. I arrived at the conclusion 
that my later action was to the best interest of the 
University of Missouri and the people of this state. 
I am not partisan except I admit that I am a partisan 
for the University of Missouri. If that damns me, 
then I suppose, Mr. Chairman, I'm to be damned." 

For Campus Location 

"The campus location presents the faculty and 
the students of medicine with the invaluable asset of 
close contact with the fundamental sciences of 
physics, chemistry and biology and related science 
of psychology, anthropology, sociology. Now, this 
morning, Dr. Casberg and I have a high regard for 
Dr. Casberg's ability, in mentioning this particular 
subject segregated the main thing that we're talking 
about. He talked about the association of students, 
one with another. Now that's not what we portend. 
That is a part of it, a minor part of it, and we do 
believe that the point made here later is a valid point, 
but the essential point is that if you place a school in 
Kansas City, a medical school, you are then going to 
either be without these allied sciences or you're 
going to provide them at additional state cost. One or 
the other, and I don't think you can have a medical 
school, a good medical school, without them. That 
was not referred to by anybody today. Second, the 
campus location develops the educational inter
relationship of the medical schools with the other 
schools of the university. Now there, I think, we 
referred to the evidence which you heard over at the 
University of Missouri at Columbia. There you 
heard the deans of the various schools tell how their 
departments, how their various schools, could be and 
should be inter-related with the medical school, and 
in tum the medical school inter-related with their 
schools. You've heard of the school of agriculture 
and its possible contributions and assistance in 
medical science. Same thing of the school of 
veterinary medicine and all of that type. I didn't hear 
any conversation about that today. Third, it is 
essential that a school of nursing or department of 
nursing education and to a considerable extent the 
training of other help personnel leading to bachelor 
of science degrees be located on a university 
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campus. It is essential to get a bachelor of science 
degree that you have work from the other schools. If 
you break the school apart, that will be very difficult. 
It would prolong in order to receive a Bachelor of 
Science degree the length of time that a student in 
those allied fields must go to school. Yet, I didn't 
hear a word about that today. Fourth, the campus 
location for a school of medicine eliminates the 
necessity for duplication of facilities and enables a 
student to receive a broader education which will 
enable him to become a better and more useful 
citizen and physician in years to come. I didn't hear 
anything today about the facilities that would be 
abandoned in Columbia if this school is moved to 
Kansas City and there will be. At least, if not 
abandoned, their use will be curtailed. I also did not 
hear of the extra costs that have not been placed in 
Dr. Diehl's reports. This is one of the faults of the 
report, of the extra cost that must necessarily be had 
in Kansas City. The services that will be used by the 
medical school now exist in Columbia will be used 
by the medical school that's located there but 
services that will have to be independently provided 
if the school should be located in Kansas City. 
Admission and record service, counseling and 
testing service. Agencies for social life such as a 
student union building, athletic facilities, etc. Then, 
as a minor point, we mention, as a minor 
subdivision, we mention this point, which was 
brought out today, that there wasn't much 
relationship between schools. Now, I grant you that 
in the city of St. Louis that there wouldn't be much 
possibility, but compare that possibility in the city of 
St. Louis with the possibility that exists in a town 
like Columbia. Now another point is made today, 
and this issue was made, the training of doctors on 
the campus of Columbia would be more conducive 
to their settlement in rural areas. That has been 
disputed. Despite the fact that Dr. Allen Gregg, 
Director of Medical Sciences at the Rockefeller 
Foundation, states that Missouri for a long time will 
need doctors accustomed to and contented with life 
in the smaller towns. Large cities set before medical 
students the attraction of city practices of early 
specializing, of migration of the still larger cities and 
of something near to commercialism, and can sur
vive the test of rural practice. Now a statement was 
made by one of the witnesses that a man reared in a 
rural community would go back to the rural 
community. Facts or not, bear that statement out. It's 
nearer about 50% go back. It is this - is our 
position, and this is not a major point, but it is 

something to be considered that a boy coming out of 
the country associating altogether practically in city 
doctors and specialists is more likely to try to 
become a specialist than one who would be trained 
in Columbia under the preceptorship plan whereby 
these gentlemen before they are graduated are signed 
out to recognizeable, capable country doctors. Yet, 
the preceptorship plan was used more than twenty
five years ago in the case referred to here. Dr. 
McComas, was that the doctor's name? That kind of 
thing, I think, and I'm not a doctor, but common 
sense tells me that that kind of training will be more 
conducive to bring boys back to stay home than the 
other type of training. 

"The sixth point is the central location of the 
University of Missouri at Columbia and its excellent 
highways with rural Missouri make it a logical and 
convenient place for a medical center for Missouri. 
I don't want any misunderstandings about the 
University of Missouri board of curators program in 
connection with this subject. One place it's stated it's 
a thousand beds and another place it's deplored that 
we would have a thousand beds today of the 
witnesses, the program has been described on page 
twenty-one of this brief. It is not socialistic in any 
sense of the word. The purpose of it is that we have 
a small enough hospital to serve the university. That 
hospital will, as much as it can, alleviate the serious 
condition that does exist in rural Missouri for 
adequate hospital facilities. But that hospital will do 
much more, none of which is socialistic. It will make 
available consultation or laboratory, X -ray and allied 
services from a central agency. That is, that's 
consultation with other hospitals and consultation 
with doctors. It will make available to rural 
physicians contacts with medical teachers and 
institutions for new techniques and discoveries will 
be discussed and demonstrated. Now, there it's been 
said that that couldn't be done from Columbia, 
Missouri. I leave it to you as to whether a full-time 
or a practically full-time professor at Columbia will 
be more likely to hold institutes among country 
doctors than would a busy practitioner from Kansas 
City, Missouri, working without compensation. I'll 
leave that to the committee but I don't believe we 
need any medical educator even advise on that 
subject. Promoting a system of preceptorship under 
which competent doctors will train, if their students 
are graduates, for a few months each year in the art 
of practical medicine. Assisting local, county and 
regional hospitals to qualify for approved internship 
training where young medical graduates can be 
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trained, and lastly, giving advice, infonnation and 
guidance to local hospitals in connection with their 
management and operation. Such interchange of 
patients and services here contemplated would be 
possible only if the medical school and the attended 
medical center is accessible to all parts of the state. 
Now, in that conneciton, reference has been made to 
the Hill-Burton funds. As a matter offact, there are 
no available funds under the Hill-Burton Act at this 
time, as we all know. We're asking for a hospital to 
be adequate for the type of school that we will have. 
Now, reference has been made - oh, there's one 
other thing - the campus location at Columbia 
eliminates difficulties of administration. Now there 
is a consideration, gentlemen, that has not received 
the consideration by the medical association of this 
state. There is a consideration which I, as a member 
of the board of curators, must consider. It is a 
fundamental importance. I have been around Jeffer
son City. I have known of legislators and I have 
known of appropriation bills and I know what 
happens when a university is split into different 
factors. I know that. It creates an administrative 
problem from the university's point of view but it 
also creates, and you gentlemen as practical men will 
know it, that if this school is located in Kansas City 
with as strong of men as they have in Kansas City 
and they are strong men, fine men, with men who 
desire the development of their medical school the 
best of any, you and I know, at least I know, I 
believe I know what will happen at the various 
sessions of the legislature. It is important to the 
University of Missouri, we have more than a medical 
school at stake, we have a law school, we have a 
joumalism school, we've got a school of agriculture, 
we have all the other various schools over there and 
administratively speaking, it is a great fault to split 
a university. Every argument that has been made for 
the university medical school at Kansas City, I can 
make a similar argument for locating the journalism 
school in St. Louis, or the agricultural school some 
place else. If those arguments are valid, then you 
split your university in six or seven different factions 
just as logically and we all know what would happen 
in that event. Dr. Allen Gregg, who is one of the 
greatest experts in the field of medical education, 
says this, 'I know of no university medical school in 
a large city which within my memory has not had at 
least one serious quarrel between the university and 
its powerful and privileged professional leaders in 
the city.' In that connection, I'd like to read a letter 
from a president of a university, which university 
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has been pointed to here today as an example. This 
letter was written by the president of the University 
of Indiana to the president of West Virginia 
University and I'd like to read it into the record, "I 
would prefer not to give you the code (apparently 
there was a study made in which there were code 
numbers) (that code was requested) unless it is 
essential for your purpose. When 1 made this study, 
it was the first comparative study that had ever been 
made on that scale. There was a great reluctance on 
the part of the various medical schools to release 
their figures. Most of the state-supported schools 
finally did, but only after 1 had swom by all that is 
high and holy that 1 would never reveal the code 
except to the individual institution. If your problem 
should get involved in public legislative hearings, 
those institutions located near you such as two 
Virginia schools and Maryland might resist the 
revealing of the infonnation, however, if it becomes 
necessary for you to have the infonnation, let me 
know and perhaps we can by wire ask for consent of 
the necessary schools. 1 have just again looked over 
my figures and I would be willing to offer the 
summary observations of my findings. As 1 have 
stated about this study of mine was that it was the 
first thorough nationwide comparative cost study of 
state-supported schools and was prepared for the 
Association of American Colleges at its meeting 
October 28, 1946, at Edgewater Park, Mississippi. In 
looking over the study again, I can make the 
following observations: (1) there are more high costs 
schools in large cities than in small cities; (2) some 
of the most distinguished medical schools are 
located in small towns achieving their distinction 
with relatively low unit costs and with great 
efficiency; (3) the cost of operating a medical school 
separate from the principal campus of the university 
is substantially greater than the operation of a 
medical school as a part of the university attached to 
its principal campus. It costs a great deal more to get 
equal results in the divided institutions; (4) in 
summary, the study clearly indicates that factors 
other than the size of the city determine the relative 
cost of the medical education, and, in fact, if the size 
of the city has any discemible influence on costs, the 
evidence would seem to indicate the larger the city, 
the larger the cost. Now I will add a few 
observations of my own that were not based upon 
this study as such but on thirteen years in this office 
facing the problems of administering a medical 
school located fifty miles away located in 
Indianapolis. In trying to equip myself with these 
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responsibilities, I have in the course of years visited 
nearly every medical school in the country and have 
come to know many of the deans and other personal
ities in medical education. It was my privilege also 
to serve on the advisory committee of the recent 
Federal Security Agency study of the cost of medical 
schools, so I think I have an experience out of which 
some conclusions have been reached which have 
reasonable validity." 

"In my judgement, the historic reasons for the 
location of medical schools in large town have all 
disappeared. Modern transportation makes it 
possible to bring clinical material to a small town in 
as great an amount as is needed either on a charity or 
paid basis, and the cost of caring for them after they 
are in a small town location is less. No longer is it 
necessary to locate a medical school in a large town 
in order to get the teaching staff. The modern 
standards of medical education make it necessary for 
most of the teaching to be done by geographically 
full-time people and they can be given facilities and 
hospitals in small towns quite as well as in large 

towns. One has only to refer to the fact that the 
patients find the doctors wherever they may be, the 
most dramatic illustration of which is to be found in 
Rochester, Minnesota. Now very few of these points 
were answered today, very few of them, one minor 
point was even discussed. Dr. Dolman, a professor 
of medicine at the University of British Columbia, 
was designated by that province to make a survey of 
medical schools. He visited with over two hundred 
recognized medical educators and I think it was over 
thirty-three schools. He returned to his province and 
he wrote a report, and in that report he set forth the 
prerequisites for a first-class medical school at the 
university. Here are his prerequisites. They are the 
same prerequisites that the board of curators have 
established, they are the same prerequisites that the 
University of West Virginia - the governor of West 
Virginia - has established, the same prerequisites 
that have been recommended to Florida, the same 
that were adopted by the state of North Carolina, the 
last two medical schools to come into existence, and 
here they are as I read them. As I read them, 
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gentlemen of the committee, compare Kansas City 
with the location of the site of the university." 

"First, a prerequisite is a stable and flourishing 
parent university; second, a large list of applicants of 
fine intellect and character from which to select the 
students; third, an adequate budget; fourth, a 
carefully picked staff whose main interest and 
abilities lie in the fields of both teaching and 
research and who can work together for the greater 
welfare of the faculty and the whole university; next, 
that the head, meaning the departmental head, and a 
number of additional persons in each of the main 
clinical departments be full-time; That the university 
through the faculty of medicine be granted complete 
control of a sufficient number of hospital beds of the 
right categories to ensure proper teaching facilities 
and exercise the right to nominate the teaching staff 
for its affiliated hospitals and to close its ward to all 
others; further, that the heads of the university 
clinical hospitals, or rather departments, be chiefs of 
the appropriate hospital service; next, that quite apart 
from such teaching affiliations of local hospitals, 
may be feasible on terms satisfactory to the 
university there should be a university hospital 
staffed entirely by the faculty of medicine; next, that 
the whole medical school be located on the campus 
as the only satisfactory means of assuring the 
physical and spiritual affinity between the medical 
science and the clinical department, within the 
faculty of medicine and also between the faculty of 
medicine and other faculties at the university. Now 
these are prerequisites. 

"At the school, it should again be planned as a 
long-term project so that it may be able to grow 
specially and functionally and may thus prove 
nucleus for a medical and health center of the 
highest possible caliber and renown; that the dean of 
the faculty of medicine be selected with utmost care, 
be assured the full ocnfidence and support of his 
faculty and that the university administration be 
endowed for the latter with explicit and adequate 
power. Then, when the university involved is 
dependent upon grants from public funds, these 
following prerequisites: The community to be served 
by the school must be intelligent, progressive, 
prosperous, sympathetic to this project. The school 
must extend its influence to all parts of the province 
by providing various types of post-graduate training 
for practitioners by helping to improve standards of 
outlying hospitals. It must develop the closest 
possible relations with city and provincial health 
departments, so that numerous reciprocal advantages 
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may accrue with the public health, the ultimate 
beneficiary. The faculty of medicine must be 
prepared to share its resources to the fullest possible 
extent for the university at large by offering courses 
in certain of the medical sciences to non-medical 
graduate students by helping to train students for 
vocations, ancillary to medicine and by taking 
charge of and developing the university health 
service. Those are recognized prerequisites. If you 
resubmit, that if you take and place the attributes of 
Kansas City as opposed to those of locating this 
medical school at the seat of the university that there 
can be only one conclusion. 

"In conclusion, I again repeat that the duty of the 
university is research, is teaching research and 
service, and measured by that yardstick there is only 
one conclusion. We ask this committee to 
recommend to the legislature that an appropriation of 
a sizeable amount be made out of this post-war fund 
because if we're ever to have a medical school it 
must be done now. This is not a time for us to do the 
expedient. It's the time for us to look over the long 
range proposition. If a mistake is made now in a 
medical school and its location, that mistake will 
never be rectified. It will be living with you. It will 
be living with my children and their children. This is 
not a time for expediency but it is a time for action 
because the state does have sufficient funds to 
provide a medical school, and, in saying that, I have 
every faith in the Missouri State Medical Associ
ation. I believe that wherever their school is located, 
despite the statements of some of its members, that 
we will have the full cooperation of the medical 
association of the state of Missouri, at least hope so. 
Thank you very kindly." 

MR. HILL: ''Thank you, Mr. McHaney. Does 
anyone have any questions they'd like to ask Mr. 
McHaney. If no one has any further questions, 
gentlemen, we'll bring these hearings to the close 
and on behalf of the committee, I would like to thank 
all of you for bearing with us. I know some of you 
have left your business and profession and come 
here. I will tell you that the committee will, as soon 
as possible, prepare a report. We intend to have it 
ready the day the House goes back in session, the 
25th of September. I will notify Mr. O'Brien and 
someone at the university when copies of the report 
will be available. I, again, thank you gentlemen." 

MR. McHANEY: ''There was one bit of record 
that I should have made and that was Dr. Graham's 
letter. I will briefly tell you that Dr. Graham is an 
outstanding physician, and has stated emphatically in 
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this letter; and I'll file it with the committee. In his 
judgement the seat of the university is the proper 
location. He has endorsed and reaffmned the 
statements made by the board of curators in their 
brief." 

On January 6, 1952, I wrote Representative 
Austin Hill as follows: 

Dear Representative Hill: 

It was fine to get to hear that the House 
stood behind you and your committee in 
your recommendations regarding the 
establishment of the four-year medical 
school - even though the amount to be 
appropriated was not as high as recom
mended. 

It would certainly be gratifying to you, I 
feel sure, to see the Senate concur with you 
in their voting. I have talked to a number of 
Senators and it would seem to me as if the 
vote will be pretty close, although I don't 
think there is any cause for pessimism on the 
part of those who are anxious to see 
Missouri get a four-year medical school. 

I was back in Missouri for a few days 
last week and talked to a number of people 
in St. Louis and in and around Columbia. 
Several mentioned specifically what a great 
contribution you and your committee had 
made toward a solution of the controversy 
regarding the medical school. Should one be 
established on the campus of an integral part 
of the allied sciences, I have little doubt that 
it will remain a reminder to Missourians that 
you and your committee contributed no 
small part to its establishment and it will no 
doubt fulfill the confidence expressed by the 
committee of the possibility of having a 
really great medical school for the state of 
Missouri - at the university. 

Best wishes for the new year. 
Cordially, 

On June 28, 1952, I wrote Representative Austin 
Hill the following letter: 

Dear Representative Hill: 

-
It is now almost a year since your committee 
began hearings relative to the establishment 
of a complete four-year medical school for 

the University of Missouri. To me, it would 
seem that your committee is to be congratu
lated that the decision on the medical school 
is now a reality. Almost thirty years of 
debate had preceded the work of the past 
year. The thoroughness and the sincerity 
with which you and the committee members 
approached the issue may very well have 
provided the final drive for the successful 
completion of this debate. 

Please accept my sincere thanks and 
gratitude to you for the service which I think 
you have rendered to our state and I am 
confident that this will have been com
pounded many times in the coming years 
when the dividends from the medical school 
become apparent. It should be a source of 
real and continued satisfaction to you as you 
watch the growth of the medical school. 
There are few greater things that a state can 
build. 

Should you find yourself in New York 
any time, it would be nice to visit with you. 
Thanks again, and best wishes, 

Gratefully, 
Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., M.D. 

Comment: 
The transcript of the hearings was via a 

shorthand effort. The secretary often had difficulty 
hearing the complete sentence and I have had diffi
culty reconstructing what was actually said! 
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come in all sizes 
A Mary Pax photo 
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The House Votes 51-51 
Hamlin Casts Tie-breaking Vote 

The Austin Hill cOlmnittee submitted its report 
to the House of Representatives on September 
25, 1951 . The report stated that Missowi 
desperately needed a four-year medical school 
to train more doctors and concluded by recom
mending an appropriation of $9 million for 
establishing a four-year medical school. The 
committee subsequently introduced an appro
priation bill in that amount. 

Subsequently the House appropriation 
committee approved the $9 million for the 
medical school. The appropriation then became 
House cOlmnittee amendment nwnber 59 in the 
66th General Assembly Omnibus Appropria
tions Bill. 

The show-down vote in the House over the 
medical school appropriation came on Decem
ber 5, 1951. Representative George Snyder, of 
Jackson County, offered an amendment to the 
appropriations bill stipulating that the last two 
years of the medical school program had to be 
in Kansas City. In response, Representative 
Shockly raised a point of order that Snyder's 
amendment was out of order, in so much as it 
was unconstitutional to legislate in an appro
priations bill. The House vote on Shockly's 
point of order was a 51-51 tie with twenty
seven Representatives absent and seventeen 
present but not voting. 

As a result, the speaker of the house, Roy 
Hamblin, cast the tie-breaking vote that sus
tained the point of order and defeated Snyder'S 
amendment 52 to 51 . 

Undaunted, Snyder offered another amend
ment, this one to reduce the medical school 
appropriation from $9 million to $6 million. He 
told his colleagues that the medical school 
could be started in Kansas City for the latter 
figure but that a Colwnbia location would cost 
at least twice as much. He declared that putting 
the school in Colwnbia would be "like putting 
money in a rat hole." After much debate the 
House approved this amendment with a 56-64 
vote. Thirty-one members were absent and 
six who were present abstained from voting. 
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The Senate Votes 

In late December 1951, it became obvious that 
the long stmggle to reach a decision concerning 
the four-year medical school in Missouri would 
soon reach its climax. 

Shortly before Christmas, GeorgeC. Willson 
wrote me as follows: 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson 
New York University 
Post-Graduate Medical School 
77 First Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Doctor: 

There are thirty-four members of the 
Senate, which will probably consider in 
January the omnibus appropriation bill 
containing an appropriation of $6 million 
for the medical school. 

We are endeavoring to see that each 
senator is supplied with the facts of the 
matter. It would be helpful if you would 
write us of your contacts, conversations 
and expressions you have had from any 
of the senators recently. I know that you 
have been at work and, as usual, 
effectively. 

My best wishes to you and yours for 
the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

George Willson 

Senate Contacts 

Over a period of several days, I had called 
almost every senator from the pay telephone 
booth in the lobby of Bellevue Hospital. I was 
impressed with the interest that the senators 
expressed on the matter and of their sincere 
efforts to make the right decision. Our general 
predictions were very close to the final vote, 
although there were two or three surprises, 
including a vote by Senator Sawyers of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, for the Kansas City location. 

The 19 to 9 vote cut across pwty lines. It was 
one of the most significant votes taken in the 
eff0l1s to establish a four-year medical school 
on the cwnpus in Colwnbia. 

George Willson asked me to send him my 
thoughts about each of the Senators following 
my telephone conversations. Exwnples include 
Senators Edww"d 1. Hogan, Jr.'s telephone 
conversation on January 2, 1952, "Senator 
Hogan is whole-heartedly convinced that the 
greatest benefit to Missow'ians in all pw1s of the 
state will result if the medical school is located 
as an integral part of the university. He is 
optimistic about the chance of the Bill passing 
the Senate" and states "It won't even be close." 
(He voted for Kansas City.) 

The telephone conversation with Senator 
John A. Johnson on December 22, 1951; 
"Senator Johnson sounded like one of the best 
friends the University of Missouri Medical 
School could have. He believes that the Senate 
may up the appropriations to $9 million and 
thinks that it has a 50/50 chance of passing." He 
was particularly upset by the attack on Mr. 
McHaney by Representative Snyder of Kansas 
City and thought he was just pulling a political 
stunt. He believed that Senator Patterson will be 
for the Colwnbia location. ''There seems to be 
little doubt that Senator Johnson will support the 
Colwnbia location." (Both voted forColwnbia.) 

Senator Han)' J. Bryne's telephone 
conversation on Januw)' 2, 1952: "Senator 
Bryne is definitely for the University of 
Missouri Medical School at the site in 
Colwnbia, Missouri. He states that he will 
supp0l1 the board of curators in their eff0l1s. 
When I decided to contact him further, he 
mentioned that I could call him collect at his 
Jefferson City nwnber, 9832. He is not sw"e how 
the rest of the St. Louis Senators will vote, but 
he is very optimistic. He has received the copy 
of the Governor's report of West Virginia which 
I sent to him. In addition, he has gone over the 
material I sent him several years ago and also 
the material of last June." (He voted for Kansas 
City.) 
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THE COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE 
CoWIiRIA, MISSOUllI 

Nov. 8. 1951 

'l'hank. tor your letter and enclosure. wh1chI'm returnlng 

a. reque.ted. SOrry we dldn't get to pse lt tor publlc3tlon. but 

-.rbe that chanoe wlll atlll Oome. 

Your dAd informa me you are now up-t .. date o~ the oornmlttee 

hearlng. 8~d committee actlon. I really delayed writing in the tlrat 

pls.e to .end you the result ot s oocmlttee hearlng as well ss the 

KoHaney talk you said you mi.aed. Your dad. however, aald he had 

taken Oare ot both those mllttera. 

Looka 11ke the bl1l may get through the houae. but there 

1. oonalderabl:e doubt thut the senste wl1l pa .. It. About the only 

~pt1m1.tic man I've tound ln regarda the senste 30tlon la George 

lIpenoer. 

Thanks Agai~ tor your letter. and hurry up and get thrOugh 

wlth your lnterning and externing and get on bsok to pr.otioe here. 

Reg.,rda. 

Smitty writes that George Spencer is one of the few who are optimistic that medical school 
bill would pass the Senate. 

Rowland Smith of the Tribune writes that he is pretty pessimistic about anything getting through the 
Senate. He mentions Senator George Spencer, about whom we have discussed. 
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0110 __ C .W ....... OH 

. ~::: ... ~C::~:~::. ~" WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MI<CLELLAN 
.IIC ..... "O D . • y' ... . 
•• 0_11: C . WII. .... O ... 

AnORNEYa AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

aT. LOUIS t. MO. 

December 17, 1951 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, 
New York University post-Graduate Medical School, 
477 First Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dea r Doc tor: 

There are thirty-four members of 
the Senate,which w111 probably consider in 
January the Omnibus Appropr1at1on B111 conta1n-
1ng an appropriation of $6,000,000 for the 
Medical School. 

We are endeavoring to see that each 
Senator is supplied w1th the facts in the matter. 
It would he helpful 1f you would wr1te us of 
the contacts, conversatlon1, and expresslol"B you 
have had from any of the 6enators recently. I 
know you have baen at work and, as usual, effectively. 

My best wishes to you and yours for 
the coming Year. 

S~ 
GCW:BC 

December 17, 1951 - We kept the mailflying between the two ofus exchanging information 
about the various senators. While a resident at Barnes Hospital in St. Louis, I had sent out 
mimeographed copies of information to the representatives and senators in 1948 to 1950. 
Also, at Bellevue In New Y01* City, I made a point of calling almost evelY senator from the 
pay phone in the lobby of the hospital. I was pleasantly swprised to know of their sincere 
interest to an'ive at the correct conclusion and often they asked for pieces of inf01mation on 
a specific point that I could subsequently supply them. 
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J\1 .U. Mtp/·CA£.. SCHool.. 
4 reo ... u II' a /~ 

~ -

My "score card"from /elephone conversations 
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Senator James Curry of Ava. Missouri; "Senator 
Curry has, from the beginning, been one of the 
strongest advocates in the Senate for the four-year 
medical school at Columbia. There is no question 
but that he will always favor the Columbia site for 
the four-year school. This has been confIrmed by a 
visit to Jefferson City and by several telephone calls 
as well as talks with him when he was a patient and 
I was his intern at Barnes Hospital." (He voted for 
Columbia.) 

Senator Frank M. Frisby telephone conversation 
December 14, 1951; 

Senator Frisby, as you may know, has only 
recently had a heart condition and he has 
been a patient in the Research Hospital in 
Kansas City. There is a great deal to indicate 
that he may vote with the Kansas City group. 
He does not feel that even an appropriation 
of $9 million would be enough for a medical 
school at Columbia. He has been told that 
adequate clinical material is not available in 
Columbia and could not be made available. 
While he says he is still open to debate, I am 
doubtful whether he will be of much benefIt. 
He is a member of the appropriations 
committee and it is still his intention to go to 
Jefferson City this month for the hearings 
and for the vote in the Senate, if his health 
will permit. 

(He did not vote.) 
Senator Meredith Garten, "A letter from Senator 

Garten received on February 22, 1951, indicated that 
he will support any move to establish a four-year 
medical school in Columbia at the university. He has 
also received all the various reports that I have sent 
and I presume that he is still of the same opinion that 
he was. I have not called him." (Voted for Columbia 
location.) 

Senator Hartwell G. Crain, January 6, 1952, 
"Senator Crane is making a rather thorough search 
for the facts and I am sure would be most receptive 
to any additional information which those of you in 
St. Louis can give him. It is my impression that he 
will support Mr. McHaney and the board of curators 
when the vote is taken, both in the appropriations 
committee and on the floor of the Senate. He was 
interested to know which location would attract the 
best caliber of men for the faculty and asked about 
several of the cost aspects. I have mailed him a letter 
in this regard as well as the governor's report. I am 
going to try to get for him a report from the New 
Jersey Medical Commission. I think that he will 

study all of the worthwhile material that we send 
him as he appeared to be an unusually interested 
Senator, at least by telephone conversation." (Voted 
for Columbia location.) 

Senator Edward B. Long, "A letter from Senator 
Long, of Bowling Green, last February 21, 1951, 
stated that he was for the University medical school 
at Columbia and that he would support it in the 
Senate. After seeing that he is still in that position, I 
have sent him the Governor's report." 

Unfortunately, Senator Long was not able to be 
present the day of the important vote. 

Senator William Hilsman later died 
unexpectedly while on an automobile trip to 
Phoenix, Arizona. at age 63. He had been a four
term state senator, having fIrst been elected to the 
Senate from St. Louis, Missouri, in 1948. Senator 
Hilsman had been one of the sponsors of Senate bill 
56 authorizing the establishment of the Mid
Missouri Mental Health Center in 1972. 

Senator William E. Freeland died at age 91 after 
a long career in public service. He had served in the 
Missouri House of Representatives from 1923 until 
1935 and from 1936 when he was elected state 
senator. He was the majority floor leader during the 
1956 General Assembly. (He didn't vote.) 

"Utter Folly" 

When Morris Fishbein spoke in Kansas City in 
1951 he was quoted in the papers as saying, "The 
idea of establishing a Missouri medical school in 
Columbia would be utter folly. The whole thing is 
absurd," he said. ''To establish the school at 
Columbia would require a hospital of at least 1,000 
beds" he said. "It would require the expenditure of 
more than $12 million at the onset. It would put the 
state into the practice of medicine in a big way. 
Twenty years ago, it took about $8 to keep a patient 
in the hospital one day. Ten years ago, it took about 
$10. Today, it takes $15.62. A 1,000 bed hospital at 
Columbia would be an enormous expense to the 
taxpayers of the state." 

The $6 million appropriation faced a tough fIght 
in the senate. Senators Edgar Keating and Floyd 
Gibson of Jackson County led opposition to the 
appropriation because the University of Missouri 
board of curators planned to put the school in 
Columbia. A motion to kill the appropriation in the 
senate appropriations committee lost on a 6-6 vote. 
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"OBERT ". LINNEMAN 
.oU! D I.T"'CT 

aT. CHAALEa, MO. 

December 19, 1951 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgery 
New York University Medical School 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thank you for your very good 
letter of December 17th regarding the 
proposed Medical School bill which is 
pending in the Missouri Legislature. 

As I told you in our telephone 
conversation, I will keep you informed 
as to the pro~ress of the bill and I will 
let you know when the Committee will hold 
hearinp;s . 

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 

RHL;ls 

Senator Robert H. Linneman voted for the Columbia location. 
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EDW .... RD 'Y . LONG , .... E,.,.e:RSON CITY 

aOWLINO ORE!:N, ,,",0. ~anuary lOth, 1952 

Dr. Hugh ~. stephenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgery 

MA,JORIT 'r ,,"LOOR LiEADEI't 

New York University-Bellevue Medical Center 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Doctor stephenson: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter under date of January 7th, wherein you 
enclose me a copy of the report made by 
Governor Okey L. Patteson of West Virginia 
relative to the location of a four-year Medical 
School. 

As you know, the House in this state has 
already appropriated money to e stabl1sh the 
school at Columbia and such matter is now 
pending before the Senate. Although, I cannot 
be certain at this time as to the outcome, I 
do feel there is more than an even chance 
that the senate will also make an appropriation 
for the school to be Ell tablished at Columbia. 
At least I can say that if a Medical School is 
established in Missouri, I feel sure that it 
will be located at Columbia. 

EVL:hd 

Senator Edward V. Long felt optimistic about the location in Columbia. Senator Long later 
became a United States 'Senator fi'om Missouri. 
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MISHOUHI SENATE 
LEO J. "OZIE .. 
". OleT"leT 

~E""YVlLLE . MO. 

Mr. Hugb E. Sepben.on, Jr., M.D. 
Depart.ent ot Surgery 
Ne. York Un'~er.,ty 
477 F1r.t '~enue 
Ne. York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. stepben.on: 

11 January 1952 

Tbank you tor your letter ot January 7, 1952, in re
gard to tbe location ot a tour-year .. d1cal .cbool 
tor the etat. ot M1 •• our1. 

I wa. certainly bappy to rece1~e the 1ntormat1on con
tained in your letter, and eincerely hope that th1 • 
• atter can be .ettled .b.n •• return to •••• ,on th1. 
_ntb. 

UR:b~. 

Senator Leo J. Rozier wrote on January 11 andfourdays later Senator John Hoshor seemed 
to indicate that he was favoring the Columbia campus. 
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oItO",QI[ C WI I.~.O'" 

..10,,,, ,, CUNNING ....... . ., • 

....... 1: .... cCLI:U .... .. 

-':.':O~:: c:~:.~~.~ .. . 
WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MCCLELLAN 

ATTORNEYS AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

aT. LOUIS 2 .... 0 . 

January 14, 1952 

Dr . Hugh Stephenson, 
New York University-Bellevue Medical Center , 
356 Second Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

Dea r Doc tor : 

I believe you have a list of the Senators and members 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee . We are informed that 
the following members of the Committee favor the Columbia 
location and the appropriation : 

Webbe· 
Kinney · 
Crain 

Chamier 
Long 
Rozier 
Hawkins 

Robinett, 1 
A. M. Spradling ~ 
(Senator elect from 
Cape Girardeau in place 
of Senator Gilmore.) 

We are told that the following Senators, not members of 
the Appropriations Committee, are likewise favorable: 

Pentland 
Hogan 
Linneman 
Revercomb 

Johnson 
Patterson 
Curry 
Frieze 

The above is limited to those who are regarded as pretty 
firm. There are six others about whom we are hopeful. They are: 

Hess 
Hillsman 
Byrne 

Pu1nn ~,I 

Witte-~" · 
Garten 

News comes to me by grapevine from Fort Lauderdale that 
among your Eastern friends you are known as "Square Toe Stephenson" • 
. What do you do wi th your spare time? 

GCW :BC 

Si~ 

George Willson sums up the way the vote is likely to go. 
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MIt.HOURI HEN .. "TE 

January 15, 1952 

Dr. Hugh ~. Stephenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgery 
New York University - Bellevue liedical Center 
Post Graduate /·:edical School 
477 First Avenue, 
Lew York 16, N.Y. 

uear Dr. Stephenson: 

CNA .......... 

~.LlC HUL TN AND 

Tha~ you for your most informative letter of recent 
date, following our conversation. I am glad to have 
your co~~ents in writing and I appreciate the time 
and effort expended in making available for me your 
opinions and reasons for favoring the campus of 
f.:issouri University as the loe;ical site for the 
new :nedical school. 

I am in receipt also of your letter of January 7th 
and its accompanying report concern inc the location 
of _.est Virrinia I s medical school. Concrete examples 
are sometimes the best evidences in forreing con
clusions and it is revealing to know that \'{here 
medical schools are located in conjunction with 
state universities, the results are entirely 
satisfactory. 

Icay I again express my thanks to you for your interest 
and with kindest regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jj~ 
JH:cdc ~n lfoshor 

Senator Hoshor voted for the Columbia location. 
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... 01101: c: W'~1...0" 

....... H. C ..... """ ....... ... • 
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"'C ....... O O . OUN'" 

WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM" Mt;CLELLAN 
ATTOfllNEYS AND LEGAL COUN8ELOR. 

011011.& C . WII.."'O". 

ST. LOU.S 2,"0. 

January 24, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., 
N. Y. University-Bellevue Medical Center, 
356 Second Avenue, N. Y. 10 

Dear Doc tor: 

Recently Dr. Frank Mayes of Washington, 
Missouri had an interview with Senator Jasper Smith of 
Springfield. He did not convert Senator Smith, who 
instead tried to satisfy Dr. Mayes that a Medical School 
at Columbia would be the opening wedge for socialized 
medicine . EVidently this is gOing to be the tack which 
will be taken by Senators Smith and Keating at the hear
ing before the Senate Appropriations Committee, which I 
understand will be held on the afternoon of February 4. 
We have not met this argument head-on before and I would 
like to see us fully prepared. 

I wonder if you would rough out the argument 
as you see it and get it to Powell McHaney and me not 
later than next Thursday or Friday. 

I apologize for imposing an additional burden 
on you but would certainly like to have your views. 

The Legislature itself is in recess until 
February 25th, due to a technical adjournment on account 
of the Redistricting Bill which has Just been passed . 

GCW:BC 

The important vote would be almost a month away, Febluary 27, 1952. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
COLU .... IA 

I[XT"A DIYI~OHAL I[DUCATtQNAL ACTIYITII[S January 25. 1952 

Dr. Hugh Stephenson 
Department of Surgery 
New York Universlty 
Post-Graduate Medical 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16. New York 

Dear ~gh: 

School 

I am returning your letters of whlch I have had 
photostats made. We are stl11 worklng on the Senate 
whlch has Its hearing on February 4. 

You will hear many optimlstic reports on how 
the vote lines up but I am stl11 not very hopeful. 
The House !ill has 45 million approprlatlons In It 
and they wl11 cut thls to less than half. I fear 
the School will go down the drain. 

Your work has done a lot of good and we are 
st1ll doing all we am. 

Regards and thanks. 

ca:·.~L.h. 
Thomas A. Bra-:;;-I 
Vlce Presldent 

Vice-president Tom Brady was not very hopeful. 
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• MIH"O~THI SENATE .J.PPR_ GITY" 

January 28, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. Stepenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgel'7 
New York University Post Graduate Medical School 
477 First Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

I thought Tou might be interested in "knowing that the 
so-called omnibus bill-House Bill 496- which carries a 
nine million dollar appropriation for a new medical school, 
is now in the hands of the senate appropriations coa.dttee
of .which I am not a member. Hearings will be held here on 
Febru&17 4, 5, 6 and according to the plan as announced in 
the papers, the section dealing with the medical school 
will be discussed on Febru&17 4 at :3 P. M. 

This is &J:I ilIlportant phase of the medical school situation
no matter where it is built, the school will require a con
siderable . outl~ of money. 

Sincerely TOUrS, 

~~ 
Charles A. Witte 

CAW/n 

Senator Charles A. Witte indicated that the Senate hearing House Bill 496 was 
scheduled for February 4, 1952. He eventually voted for re-establishing the medical 
school on the university campus. 
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On February 28, 1952, Mr. George Willson 
wrote me as follows: 

Dear Doctor: 

On Tuesday, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee reported the omnibus 
appropriation bill carrying $6 million for the 
medical school. A motion was made in 
committee to eliminate this appropriation 
and the motion was lost by a vote of 6-6. 
Senator Noble voted for the motion. Senator 
Webb was momentarily absent from the 
chamber and his vote would have made it 7-
6 in our favor. 

The moment of decision had finally arrived. The 
Senate would soon make their decision as to whether 
there would be a four-year medical school for 
Missouri, as recommended by the University of 
Missouri's board of curators. 

February 27, 1952 

The key vote occurred on February 27, 1952, 
when, for the first time, the sentiments of the Senate 
were revealed. Senator Edgar K. Keating, of Kansas 
City, offered an amendment to strike the medical 
school item of $6 million from the omnibus 
appropriations bill. The Senate defeated the motion 
to eliminate the appropriation by a vote of 19-9. 

The nineteen senators voting for the Columbia 
location included the following: Senators Richard J. 
ChamierofMoberly, J. E. Curry of Ava, Arkley W. 
Frieze of Carthage, Meredith Garten of Pierce City, 
C. R. Hawkins of Brumley, John Hoshor of 
Savannah, John A. Johnson of Ellington, Robert 
Linneman of S1. Charles, J. F. Patterson of 
Caruthersville, Harry J. Revercomb of Shelbina, 
William H. Robinett of Mountain Grove, Leo J. 
Rozier of Perryville, Albert M. Spradling, Jr., of 
Cape Girardeau, W. R. Walker of Carrollton, 
Michael Kinney, Anthony W. Webbe, and Robert 
Pentland of St. Louis. Also voting for the Columbia 
location were the St. Louis County senators Hartwell 
G. Crain and Charles A. Witte. 

In support of the Kansas City location were 
Floyd R. Gibson of Independence; John W. Noble of 
Kennett, chairman of the appropriations committee; 
W. o. Sawyers of S1. Joseph; and Ives Reid of 
Belton. Senators Edward H. Hogan, Jr., David A. 
Hess, Harry J. Bryne, and William Hilsman also 
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voted for the Kansas City location. 
Our general predictions were very close to the 

final vote, although there were two or three 
surprises, including a vote by Senator Sawyers of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, for the Kansas City location. The 
19 to 9 vote cut across party lines. It was one of the 
most significant votes taken in the efforts to establish 
a four-year medical school on the campus in 
Columbia. 

Senate Passes 
Medical School Appropriation Bill 

After the Senate passed the medical school 
appropriation bill, I was thrilled to receive telegrams 
from Vice-President Brady and Leslie Cowan, as 
well as Powell McHaney; all indicated the successful 
vote in the Senate. 

Senator Richard Chamier 

Senator Richard J. Chamier died February 22, 
1984, at age 74. He had been a member of the 
Missouri Senate from 1941-42 but was called to the 
Army for five years before returning to the Senate in 
1948. He served as majority floor leader in 1951-52 
during his second term. Senator Chamier remained 
active in supporting MU throughout his life. He was 
president of the Missouri Alumni Association as 
well as his law school alumni association and the 
Law School Foundation. While serving in the Army 
during World War II, he was stationed in Italy as a 
Colonel of the 85th Infantry Division and was 
honored with the Combat Infantryman Badge with 
star and the Legion of Merit with combat "V and 
cluster" and a Bronze Star with three clusters. 

The Faculty/Alumni Awards program at the 
University of Missouri came into being primarily 
because of the deep conviction of Richard J. 
Chamier. He believed that our university and our 
alumni association should do a great deal more to 
honor its faculty and alumni. Each year at the 
Faculty/Alumni Awards program, the "Richard J. 
Chamier Toast" is given. The untimely death of Paul 
Christman, who received the Faculty/Alumni Award 
at the inaugral banquet, led to the annual inclusion of 
the Chamier Toast as a remembrance of awardees 
who have departed this life. Each year, at the 
banquet, the chairman asks those to join in this toast 
by raising their glass. "To those, who because of 
their distinguished achievements have previously 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

MISMOIrHI SEN'"ATI!J 
wlOHN HOSHOR ",eue MLtoLTM AND 

WIU.FAIIIE 

I Senate Group 
Approves M. U. 
Medical Course 

"",fenon City Bu,"u 
JEFFERSON CITY. MO., Feb. ' 

26.-A Houle-approved allotment 
ot $6.000.000 tor the eltabUshment 
ot a tull four-year medical course 
on the campus of the University 
ot Missouri at Columbia was ap
proved tonight by the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations. 

This represents a reduction ot 
$3.000,000 under an allotment 
recommended by a Special Houle 
Committee which made a study ot 
the medical Ichool question and 

. sponsored legislation calling tor 
an initial appropriation ot $9000-
000 with the selection ot the' lite. 
left to the Board ot Curators. I 

I 
TWO-YEAR COURSE NOW ; 

A two-year medical course Is, 
now available at Columbia and 
the board lion record aa tavorinl 
the estabUshment ot the additional 
two-year course on the main uni
versity campWl. 

In the House. the reque.t for 
$9,000,()(IO wu reduced to $6.000,000 
largely throulh the Influence of 
Jackson County members who 
conducted a fllht for the estab
lishment ot tne lut. two years ot 
the course In Kanna City. 

The medical Ichool allotment Is 
Inciuded In the omnibus appro
priation bill which the committee 
completed and reported to the 
floor tonight. An eftort to reltore 
the $9.000,000 fIgure may be made 
when the bill t. considered on the 
floor. 

February 4, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, 
Department of ~urgery 
Bellevue Hospital 
First Ave. & 26th St. 
New York 16, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Jr. 

Thank you very much for the copy of ";ew Jersey's 
report on liiedical Education and the information 
cOlitained therein. It is an interesting fact 
that their legislature, state university, members 
of the medical professlon as well as the Governor 
were unanimous in their opinion that the medical 
school should be an integral part of the university. 

I appreciate your "akin!!: available tor me this report. 

. Y-)~: Z~luZ 
riohn Hoshor JH:cdc 

Senator HosIJor 

Senator John W. Noble ot Ken
nett. chairman ot the Appropria
tions Committee, waa unable to 
estimate tonllht how much was 
stricken from the bill u paged 
by the House with total allot
ments of $45.20402'4, which wiped 
out the $3t,000.000 treuury .ur
plu. and created a deficit of .ome 
$4.622,985 In the reneral revenue 
fund. He Kid, however. that 

about '2,000.000 wal eliminated' 
from the House-appro\'ed $11 .000.- I 
000 post-war reserve bill appro
prletlnl fundi for institutional re- I 
habilitation and r~pal.. . I 

Senate committee on appro-priations gives approval on 
February 26. 1952. 
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Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

l\IEDIC~~L SCHOOL OKEH 
G/o6~- £~~~~,.".f - Fi-b. %" 19S"2-

Approva.l by the Missouri Senate of an ap
propriation of $6,000,000 to establish a four
yt>ar School of Medicine and State Health Center 
n.t the University of Missouri should assure 
final action on this long-needed public health 
program at this session of the Legislature. The 
S('na te 's action was forecast ~vhen its Appropria
tHms Committee reported favorably on the medi
ca! school item in the Omnibus Appropriation 
Ell!. The House has already passed on the ap
p!T'priation and may be expected to· approve it 
, ,:hr'll the re\'ised bill is sent back for final 
paiii': .. 1ge. 

Prompt action now means that a start can 
1.11' made this year in building the teaching hos
pItal and other facilities needed for a Class 1 
l11HliC'al school. The university's Board of Cu
l'at01'5 agT('eS that the physical equipment for 
:iuch a school can be provided with the $6,000,000, 
HJtholl~h a realistic appraisal of Missouri's 
nerds 511ggests t hat it would be better policy to 
prO\'idA the full $9,000,000 recommel1ded by a 
~)I(:cial House committee which studied the ques
tion 

The Senate's action has settled the basic con
~"f'l\'f'riiY which has hlocked a four-year medical 
;~cL()()J for at least two dC'cades-the qUE's;tion of 
\·:iv·l hrJ"the school should be located in Colnm
hi;.! at the sl'at: of the univers;ity or in Kansas 
('i1 ~'. Th(: omnihus apPl'opriat ion hill. as l'e
pOI t r,d 011 t hy the CO III III i tt <'e, dO<'R not S Jl(· ... i fy 

Site finally settled 
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stood here, we express our esteem. And we honor 
them, again, with thoughtful remembrance and 
appropriate appreciation." 

In 1967, Chamier received his alma mater's 
highest award, the Distinguished Service Award. 
Earlier he had received the Faculty/Alumni Award 
along with Don Faurot, Howard A. Rusk, Nobel 
Laureate Fred Robbins and Virginia Young. 

Senator William M. Quinn 

State Senator William M. Quinn was a member 
of the Missouri Legislature more than a quarter of a 
century, having been elected in 1932 to the House 
and to the Senate in 1934. He was 72 years old when 
he died at his home in Maywood, Missouri. When he 
died, he had been a member of the Senate longer 
than any other man, except Senator Michael Kinney 
of St. Louis. 

Senator C. R. Hawkins 

C. R. Hawkins of Brumley, Missouri, died at age 
58 of heart disease at the Mayo Clinic four years 
after the University Hospital was opened. He had 
been elected four times to the state Senate from the 
33rd District. The Globe-Democrat awarded him the 
Meritorious Public Service Award for being the most 
effective member in debate. 

Senator Michael Kinney 

Senator Michael Kinney deserves everlasting 
credit for his service to the people of Missouri in so 
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many ways. In the field of medical education and 
health services, his contributions were certainly 
outstanding. He deserves great credit for helping to 
see that the re-establishment of the four-year medical 
school be on the main campus of the University of 
Missouri-Columbia as an integral part of the allied 
sciences (this was before there was a University of 
Missouri-Kansas City). Not so well known, perhaps, 
are his efforts to see that a state cancer hospital was 
established. Lloyd C. Stark, governor of Missouri at 
the time of the establishment of the Ellis Fischel 
State Cancer Hospital, wrote Dr. Edward L. Keyes 
on February 10, 1958, "In my opinion, there never 
would have been a state cancer hospital except for 
Dr. Fischel's untiring efforts. I hope you will not 
overlook, in your writing, that had it not been for the 
close cooperation of Senator Michael Kinney, ofSt. 
Louis, we never could have succeeded in getting the 
Bill through the Missouri state legislature. I have 
always considered the establishment of this splendid, 
and, I believe the first of the state cancer hospitals in 
the United States, as the outstanding contribution I 
was able to make to the people of Missouri during 
my administration." It was Senator Michael Kinney 
who introduced Senate Bill Number 3 on January 20, 
1937, calling for a state general hospital. The Bill 
did not get out of committee but a substitute Bill was 
formulated by Senator Kinney and was presented to 
the Senate committee on public health on March 10, 
1937, calling for the establishment of a state cancer 
hospital for the treatment of cancer and allied 
diseases at or near Columbia, Missouri. It was the 
Kinney Bill that was finally successfully passed. 

Senator Kinney died at age 97. 
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Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MCCLELLAN 
ATTORNEYS AND LEOAL COUNSELORS 

ST. LOUIS 2 .... 0. 

February 28, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., 
New York University Post Graduate Medical School, 
477 First Avenue, 
New York 16, N Y. 

Dear Doctor : 

On Tuesday the Senate Appropriations 
Committee reported the Omnibus Appropriation Bill 
carrying $6,000,000 for the Medical School. A 
motior. was made in Committee to eliminate this 
appropriation and the motion was lost by a vote 
of 6-6. Senator Noble voted for the motion. 
Senator Webbe was momentarily absent from the 
Chamber and his vote would have made it 7-6 in 
our favor. 

Yesterday the Senate defeated a 
motion to eliminate the appropriation by a vote 
of 1'--9. I enclose clipping. 

Since the "Omnibus Appropriatiori .Bill 
was amended in other respects it must go baak "to 
the House for concurrence . The Hous"e may either 
accept the amendments or may disagree and ask for 
a conference committee, so there is still work to 
be done. 

If and when the appropriation is passed 
it must then go to the Governor for s1gnature. 

done. 

GCW:BC 
Enc. 

We w111 never forget all that you have 

S1 

George Willson wrote the next day to review actions of the senate. 
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Caruthersville, Uissouri 
June ll. 1952 

Dr. '{ugh E. stephenson 
Bellevue ;':edical center 
477 First Avenue 
:!aw York 16. NeVI York 

Dear Dr. Steph3nson: 

Tllis will acimow13cl.:;c receipt 
of your ~~ind letter of June 4, 1952. 

I believe all citizens of this 
state will be grateful in yesrs to come for 
t;le action of the Legislature in making it 
possible to begin t:le 1'our year meJical school 
at Columbia. 

It appears to me that llissouri 
can now ta.e her place vlit:, other states in 
the field of training doctors for service in 
this state. I am sure future years will prove 
the action very wise and that 14 a 1'ew years 
all ideas that t;l.3 school shoull! have been con
structed some oti19r plece ;-;ill be dispelled. 

Please accept my thallks for your 
·cdvise end interest in this matter and feel 1'ree 
to call u!'on de at any time I can be 01' service 
to you. 

~~o ~Y./ ~rulY_' 
. . ~ 

iF. at terson 
V 

Senator Patterson voiced his sentiments. 



MICHAEL KINNEY 
3.1." DI.TIIt.CT 

Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

.MISSOURI SENATE 

J ....... ONOrrr 

June 18, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgery 
New York University - Bellevue Medical Center 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thanks for your letter of June 4 and for your nice 
remarks about me. 

I feel that a four year medical school will be 
of great value to this state, and at last it is a 
reality after all these years. 

Sincerely yours, 

Senator Kinney had a long and productive career serving the people of Missouri. A great 
public servant, he was thought to have served longer in the legislature than any living 
legislator - 55 years. 
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LAW O""'C£5 

FRIEZE AND GBANDALL 

BAHK 0" C."THAOI[ .UII .. OINO 

June 6, 1952 

Dr. Hugh Stephenson, Jr., M.D. 
Department of :>urg ery, i':ew York Uni versi ty 
Rell ovue ~edical Center 
477 ~irst Avenue 
' lew York 16, J'; ew York 

~ear Dr. Ster-henson : 

Your kind letter of June 4 has just 
been received and I acknowledge your expres
sions wi t r. r:rn ti tude and thanks. 

I was haopy to be of some small assis
tance ir· the enactm.ent of this matter, and 
feel that it wiLi tend to ,' romote and sel've 
the welfare an c peonle of the State. 

~ith kindest personal recards, I beg 
to remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Senator A,iJey Frieze voted for the re-establishment of four-year medical school in 
Columbia. His prophesy was made 45 years ago. 



Smitty 

c ....... : ....... 5 .... ' ........ '52 ,Mn 

Rowland "Smitty" Smith 

Very few journalists, as day to day repol1ers, 
have had such a prolonged and consistent 
influence on reporting the university 
community's news than has Rowland Smith. 
"Smitty," as he was affectionately called by all 
who knew him well, was born October 11, 1907, 
as Rowland H. Smith. In 1925, he moved from 
his home in Charleston, Missouri, to Columbia. 
He began as a student reporter for the Columbia 
Daily Tribulle in 1926. 

For over thirty years, he handled 
correspondence for metropolitan newspapers, 
including the Kansas City Star and the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat. During World War II, he was 
a news writer and editor for the Office of War 

Courtesy Columbia Daily Tribune 

infonnation in New York, London and Ger
many. 

Smith was one of the most popular, if not the 
best ~o~, jo~"?alist~, covering the University 
of MissourI. HIS beat was the entire Univers
ity. o~ .Missouri campus. He reported campus 
actIVItIes for the Columbia Daily Tribune. 

Few have observed the evolution of uni
versity programs, and known the principal 
figures involved more intimately and over a 
wider span of years than Smitty. 

Smitty, long an advocate for the four-year 
medical school, kept me informed on what he 
believed was happening. By the Fall of 1951 
there would be some optimism that the medicai 
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school location in Colwnbia would pass the 
house, but there was considerable doubt about 
the senate. In a letter of November 8, 1951, sent 
to me at Bellevue Hospital in New York, Smitty 
said, "About the only optimistic man I have 
found in regard to the senate action is George 
Spencer." 

Smitty's first wife, the fonner Ann Booth, 
was a member of the university staff for 
seventeen years. Later, in 1963, Smitty married 
Jane Froman. Jane died at age 72. 

IS Married 

Courtesy Columbia Missourian 
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Smitty died on December 21, 1990, at age 
83. He is buried in Colwnbia Cemetery. 

Editorial Comment: 
During the late 1920s and the early 1930s, I 

was a proud "bat-boy" for the Tribune baseball 
team managed by Smitty. The team was a highly 
successful member of the Twilight League 
which played their games at the old baseball 
field behind Rollins Field, which is now the 
location of the university swimming facility. I 
still have my treasured Tribune baseball 
unifonn. 



George Spencer Was Right 

Senator George Austin Spencer 

Smitty wrote me on November 8, 1951, saying, 
"It looks like the bill might get through the 
House, but there is considerable doubt that the 
Senate will pass it." He also said, "About the 
only optimistic man found in regard to the 
Senate action is George Spencer." 

Today, in 1997, George A. Spe~c~r 
continues to remain one of the most optnmstic 
and enthusiastic persons I know. His continued 
support of our medical school and medical 
center is a matter of record. 

Today, at 91 years of age, George Spenc7r 
continues to be active. He passed the bar 10 
1931. He opened his law practice in 1932. 
Subsequently, he served as city ~ttorney, ~one 
County prosecuting attorney, SIX years 10. the 
Missouri House of Representatives and eIght 
years in the Missouri Sena~e. H7 c0!1tinu7d ~o 
maintain an active law practice WIth hIS offIce 10 

the Guitar Building on Eighth Street. 
Five years ago, the Missouri Bar Association 

honored George Spencer for having practiced 
law for sixty years. 

•. J WII('() 1'1(-'11 (,,. .... 

A .... IA)z!:i .... /atol' , 
, (~; l'()11 I (} .11. c. 

FlIlIrtC:CI' ,'t'.:rs of c'o;T<'''I'Clnd
enet' and I('Hi~iill in: 1ll,lteri<J\ ('01-
1 l'l'I NI lJ \' C :'C)l'/.:<' SPl'lIl'C'" Co
lumbia a: 1.,,;'p(,y who rcti;'e~ to
morrow a~ ;; 1!1CII1lwr 1)1' the 'Ib- , 
sl'Iuri ~C'r:at .. , It:,,'!, been prc~ellt('o 
to till' """k"I' \l;IIHI!'CTipl, ('nl
lcd.ion ... 1 III<' \ 'Ili,'er~it~· of !\Tis-
SOllri. , 

Thc llli,lcri:-!1 C\H"('rs ~u("h maJor 
le!!islati\'c tOI,il:s a!< l,watinn of 
Ihe unh'c,'sit~' tneoical S"')I)OI.IU

\'c'lIi1e c1(:li1HIUelH'~' problC'lll~ i' nd 
water el)"!'C'P'at jlln ,- 1\\'0 topics 
which ~pl'!H' ('r <':>;plnl'eo ill (~0!l1-
mittC'(, ;'llIdi('~ .. a~ \\'ell a~ the 
~pec:iill Iegi-"d'I"(' l'es~i"l\ .. I 
whiclt lit<' ~::7:;,HIiI"it"'() C'Hpit ... 1 illl
Pl'o"(''''C'111;: I,.ltld i';:'1I1' WilS aclnpt
(,rI 

....;llf'~i."f'r .... pr\·('!~ :--i ' \ (';,11':: ill thr. 
11;11:,-<, : , ', n (';',, 1,1 II', 'II ", :'(" ,ate, 
t':f 1(, -.. 1 : .'.' • :-T ,:..:jflj" ,": : ~~ !~IiI.!lJdt~· 

n'H)1' 1t~: ': H · ~ 1.l: ·t<·, ·i,,1. \.\"hll'h 
1",11('10 t··::!ii tll:I:~ ( ' ; ;:I : Il'.'1 rf;', ! \\'

(.'r,~ . . i: iii ,· lil:-I pi d ~ ',inn tlH' 

'.1t '1 ~ \ ~ , ~. : 1: ',1..: l'\ ; ~II'(,tiflll )',«1:; oh
t:.in,,·d . 

"1'1,(' ,',',,, ' , ,", : ... \\ .: : Itr' lc:ft ill 
i .• ( . ... ("~ f ... r 1'1 ' ~ in :.h ~ .. t(' 1\\'0 years 
1I'.til it , '"n 1)(' m('n and cata-
i,,~('(i 1:1 11,1' IIl'W wi'lt! of thC' 
\1I.i\'C': ',.rh :ih : ';,r~' whi .. ll i~ IInOl'1' 
'·PI!:-,tll'; tic'lI 11 111; ' " hi' p~:('d h~' 
il·d" itlll: ~ . ;'!, ~JI(,P('('I:": pCI·" 

n' i ~ ';I"! 1: · . . r · ·· ·' ; 1':"1\. ~1 ~ rI hf'- " 

1"I'tld.' :-' ;~\ ,.j!, ! .'.;- i · :lt.;it·)~ (lldy ilft
(',' h i:-: (:('~; ~ i! 

When Senator Spencer retired, he presented 
fourteen years of correspondence and legislative 
material to the Western Manuscripts Collection 
at the University of Missouri. Much of the 
correspondence was as to the location of the 
university medical school. Material given to the 
Western Manuscripts filled eight file cabinets. 
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George Spencer was born on February 5, 
1906, in Centralia, Missouri. His first eight 
years of school were in a one-room rural school. 
He graduated from the Centralia High School 
and subsequently attended the Rosenthal School 
of Business, learning shorthand, typing and 
bookkeeping. He graduated from the University 
of Missouri law school in 1932. 

Throughout his career, George Spencer has 
been a dedicated public servant serving the city, 
county and state for over fifty years. He formed 
the Missouri Municipal League in 1935 and was 
the executive director of the league from 1935 
until 1943. He formed the first water district in 
Boone County, which was only the third water 
district in the state of Missouri. He also formed 
the Boone County Fire Protection District and 
was one of the founders of the Missouri State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. He was elected 
the first state president of the organization. He 
helped organize and was the first president of 

the Missowi State Chamber of Commerce. 
During his years in the legislature, he was one 
of the main sponsors to obtain the four-year 
school of veterinary medicine at MU and 
supported the location of the medical school on 
the MU campus. 

Senator Spencer bred and raised American 
Saddle horses and produced champion gaited 
mares. 

When he finished his second term in the 
Missouri Senate, where he was majority floor 
leader his last four years, he ran for attorney 
general of the state against Tom Eagleton. It was 
a highly contested race with Senator Spencer 
carrying ninety-seven of the one hundred and 
fourteen Missouri counties. Eagleton carried the 
St. Louis area and defeated Spencer. 

Senator George Spencer's efforts on behalf 
of obtaining the four-year medical school for the 
university are documented elsewhere in this 
book. His efforts were highly effective. 

*Gcorge A. Spencer died October 10, 1997. He is buried in Memorial Park Cemetry in Columbia. 
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Governor Smith 
Signs Bill For 

Four-Year Medical School! 

Will The Governor 
Sign the Bill? 

Even after the appropriation bill had passed 
both the House and the Senate, there was still 
doubt whether Govemor FOlTest Smith would 
sign the bill. He said he did not believe that $6 
million was enough to start a first-class medical 
school. He also said that he was wary of stat1ing 
a four-year medical school because he believed 
that the university administration (that is Pres. 
Middlebush) was opposed to it for financial 
reasons. Moreover, the govemor said that the 
physicians with whom he had talked believed 
that the four-year medical school would not help 
the doctor sho11age in rural at·eas. The real 
problem, they believed, was the sh0l1age of 
hospitals and laboratory facilities in lUra I areas. 

O'U'~"I"" 0_ 

d\J.gh s. Stephenson, Jr., •• ' D. 
- York ;Jn i "",..Hl- !lelllvue !Ied1cal ~r 
)0) !&It ";'went1eth street 

1'hi.a 1dll a.ckn.-ledgc rec.lpt. ot your 
l.t~.r or JanUA17 2S. 

It 11 "" thouibt that. fouzo..,,6&!' _001 
3chool w111 be est.abliahed in Vis aouri. Due to 
tho hi g in1 t1 al .o,t 1 t IIOJ' be ....... ral T"IIN, 
hmrover , before t he legiel atura prorldu JIOftI7 
:l8Ce3s.l.r"'j tor t.he <p~1eal plant. 

t'ery ~ yours, 

retterfi-om GOV. Smith dated FeblUalY I, 1951 

, . 

fxacunw OFPICE -.... -_c.... 

Dr. HU&!": E. $~rJ/.:::n :; ;". , J:- . 
~pa.rtJnent o:~ S'lrr.ery 
lJew York '_'rlivtH"::;i~~r r'()s·.-< ~;".:l ::~l]~O 

~e :Uca 1 s.c :-:001 
.477 F1rs ~~ Aven.ue 
Ucw "fork lb, ;1. ':' . 

AnS'A'eri n g YO' lr : 6; ,:'er ,; !' A!l?,".JS t :'0 it. 
t_ -.y deaiTt! a.n.:! am~i :'10·l t o 5e~ !l. !"ol1 r-yc ar 
.~eal. .ehool est.ablishq<j i n oon"lCct1o~ w:. tI . ~" l 
r.Jn1wrait,., however, ! thin k: rrv' i ,.fl · : on~ . ~ !' .. 
.oN: u.etul in i eltir.( U'';l t cone 1rit..J.{'I; l r..aJ...ins.· 

'.'! .,. pubUc utter-oI'I:lCC 3.5 i r: ,,!·.at t.()'Ifr. t.!.E! ~ct:coL 
,"' '~d b<I •• tobl1s l,.d . 

Governor 
~... . . 

Governor Smith was non-committal about the loca
tion but did believe the four-year medical school 
would be re-established. 

While the governor was deciding whether to 
sign the bill, he received about a hundred fOl1y 
letters from private citizens on the issue. Letters 
asking him to veto the appropriation out
numbered the others by a three to one margin. 

May 29,1952 

Finally, however, Governor Forrest Smith 
signed on May 29, 1952. It should be added that 
even though the Governor signed the Bill, he 
had deleted several words authorizing the 
University of Missouri to buy additional land on 
which to locate the school. Apparently there was 
a rumor going around that some Columbia 
promoters hoped to unload wOl1hless land on the 
university as the hospital site, and the Governor 
wanted to prevent this from happening. 
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Gov. Smith Says M. U. 
Heads Do No~ Want 

4-Year Merl. School 
Senate Votes 
6 Million for 

I Heinkel Urge. 
Sm.it.h to Sign 

A ppropruttion 

Voices Sorrow 
At Cut to 

Six Million Med S I I : Governor Forrest Smith's ap-e 100 . parent uncertainty about approv
In, a propoaed $6,000,000 appro

I priation to establish a four-year 
. medical school at the University 

A .• B . "rew a quick retort from F. V. G W! , S pproprultlon rUI@:8 . Heinkel, president of the Missouri , overllor won t a ., 
Estahlitlhlllent of School : Farmers' Association, today. I Whether He " .'ilI Si/lll 

., i The MFA has lon, urged esta- . ••• 
Here Step Nearer : blishment of the school to pro-I Appropriation Bdl 

: VIde doctora for the rural areas.' 
JEFFERSON CITY. reb. 28 f". · Smith "aid In his press conference I JEFFERSON CITY. Feb. 28 '.f' 

-A tour-year medical school at at JefferlOn City today that he : -Go\'. Forrest Smith ,;aid today 
Columbia looks closer 10 reality didn't think $6.000,000. approved he was disappointed the legisla
now than it has for ~·ear.. i ~:r t~e :~';t~I~:te~'!~l;~~~ ~~~~ ture has cut a pending fund for 

The Missouri Senate brought it : and added that he believed Dr: a {our-year medical school to 56,
a step. nearer y~stel'day by a,ree- I Frederick A. Middlebush and Vice 000.000. 
In, WIth the House that $6.000.000 : President ' Leslie Cowan of the 

It would be three months before Gov. Smith signed the final bill. 

-_. 
--~--

111'. 111&1'1 •• Shpheneon. Jr. 
... Ttn'" 17nl ..... ur·a.l1.-nae Jlledleal C.nt.r 
... hrtc lInl ..... ur ,"on·Ored\Ae\.e _«leal SchOol 
'71 " ... t A •• ,.. 
... York 16, J. Y. 

Dear ...,.1'1: 

v. hed our •• Ure with the ao.,.rnor on T\MMar. I do 
not ••• how a~hine 110". can be done no. . I hOpe w. dld a 
1004 Job . C.,.talnlr, we aM .. red .0. of the fala. noUo ... 
that the doc to ... and ltaMa. Cltr folks had ,h.n ht.. 

I ha •• ftC •• ld.ne. what ••• ,. fO" 117 oplnlon, b\lt I .Ull 
thlnll he .111 app"o.,. the It.. If he doe., I think the _tt.r 
-.111 be •• ttlM! and .. can ,.t to .oMr: on It here. '19M lone 
.alt at thla tt.e la tr,lne and I .o\lU Uke to dhaw-ar WI
til It h done. I loolc for It ."'r, da7. but he .Ull he. 
Wltll J\aM U to .. Ic. \IP hta alnd . 

'!'Mnk. for rO\lt' latter and help . 

CordlaUr. 

~~ 
'ftKIM. A. ~~; - \ 
Vic. P!'e.ldent 

_._----_._-- UNIVE....-rY' 0" WlseoU", _ .. _------_._---------
........ L ....... h. _ .. -

_5._ 

"'1_ ......... tr - a.u..- -.....l a... 
lanflJlfta.-. "1.-r)6. __ 1_ --a.D ..,. tUGr t. r-~ llllfiI'lllDUt. • 

----.-

........ ft.I .. ~ I ..................... .. 

..,.... fa -u. •• ...,...., III ___ fa....-l. 

... &llWIt rs.w.- -....t -.u. ..... u,. __ , \M lUll 
'-- .....-.s- .. ~\Iac"" 'IMaII ~ fa. -U •. '-'~ltIId.III_,... ....... ,.. .... __ 
~....a ................ 11.500.00. 

h u .s. .. __ ..... ----. .......... 
.... _ .... \M~III ......... 1IIIael. ftU-... 
..w..... ... ,...,....I ............ a...., .... 
~ ....... _ f6 a.-i ... Ma.t ... loA f6 s.... Dltr 
~. ,.. ....... _~_ ........ C1tr..--. 
fa -u. .ua. tIWI ...... . 

". ... 1 ......... ,.. ........... I .... .u ... __ ~ ... _""fa ..... _. CII. __ 

....... I .... ~ ... --.lf ........ ...-u-- ... .. 
_ at. aU,""" \<alii ............... I..w. .... .. 
eUM l' at ...... _ ............ ..a .. IIIII.-fa....u.. 
I~ ....... U .... ,. ~_ ..... _ ..... 
__ .. \M~\W .. u ............... _-.n~ 
.. ~ .... _ . 1~~ .. wU1 ........ -.n 
............. ,. .-.. .. Ud.a leIMW ... ....,. ... ........... 
l\, 1\ u ... Id.t III • .u.u.. 

..... ~.--l ....... -'-
...ul ...... --

Vice-president Brady was guardedly optimisticin his 
letter of May 15.1952. 

On May 5. 1952. Powell McHaney wrote t"at even 
though he had talked to the governor. he was still not 
sure what the governor would do. 
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11-J~VUI\IA" 
Partly cloudy Friday with 
showers beginning in after
noon or evening., 

12 Pages Number 29 

Governor Approves Bill 
For Med School Money 

I ..... But He Prohibits 
Using Any Part 
For Buying Land 
JEFFERSON CITY (UP) 

-Gov. Forrest Smith today 
approved a six-million-dollar 

I appropriation fUl" establ"sh: 

\ 
ment of a four-year MIssourI 
medical school but specified 
that none of the money could 
be used to purchase land. 

Smith sig'led the 23-nllllion-
dollar omnibus bill whi"h ~on
tained the medical ,~hool ap
propr iation . He vctocd a para
graph which permitted lI'c UIl\
versity Curators to buy 1~llrl tor 
the school with pu r t of the >IX-

a 1'0 )l."intion. 

On May 29. 1952. the governor approved the $6 million appropriation/or the University o/Missouri School 
0/ Medicine. 

THE COLUlUBI.\ D l\! LY TRIBUNE These de- . I I" _"" N_' 

letions by the . ." ". '" 
an~:-.nrili .. " lI i:: /1I 1"I 1\ 1/1 In ... 11/.. 1, 1!" .. ,, :.: I, I • ... ,,/, ·,/1' ,/1. ,,/ ( ,, / S ell~· 1 , . 

governor led to t:m~ I P \,." '" .' 1,1,"""" , .. 1 ... 1 " " .. , .... .,,, , . " . \ .. . , I ) " ~ JIll 1 .:JlgJl~ , - eal' 

Beals intro
duced a House 
resolution ask
ing that the 
attorney general 
test the validity 
of the appropri
ation in court. 

complications; lIi"l "" ""i,' Jleclical Sdwul Bill: 
Kansas City at- """,:',;:.::';,:,;:.:, ' JlJ:l'iIIIll!t-;,?~.~It;...t,;I:"~ob· J Clll'ah)J'~ tu (;" AIlt'acI 
torney, Robert ~,:,",,~,:;;~,:t~::= ~ .... j 1I''''I,ilOl [,,' It,;" hp" ... ,,1 1'"loli,· Sc'I",,1 

• ~\, ~ :!.;O'lililk J"r Ullli'!;I\" HUllu .. .\f.',n 

Jackson, acting " "'f I" ~i,:t luil (;,·I'\PI,,,,, . I 

on behalf of i "~'~~~:.~:;~:;;:;;~' ' ;::.;:::: . . ~;:~', .. :':' 
universityalwn- " __ "iIIII_A~ • ..i. _ _ ... _ ...... ~~~_ .... ~~_IiiIii" 
nus Henry Mah- Columbia Daily Tribune headlines o/May 29. 1952, The issue hadfinally been 

In the mean
time, the uni
versity had 

awarded a contract to the John Epple Construction 
Company of Colwnbia to begin clearing and grading 
the medical school site. Thirty-five Army barracks 
that had housed students during the post-war 
enrollment binge had to be cleared to make way for 
the new medical center. Although the university still 
had not received any part of the $6 million 
appropriation, the construction company began work 
in early December 1952. 

ley, an out-
decided, 

standing football running back at the University of 
Missouri in the 1930s, challenged the legality of the 
appropriation with the argument that the deletions of 
the words made the entire appropriation invalid. 

In deference to this challenge, the state 
comptroller declined to release the appropriation of 
the university and asked the state attorney general 
for a ruling on the validity of the appropriation. 
Armed with the same argwnent about appropriation 
validity, Representatives Floyd Snyder and Dwight 
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Attorney General Dalton 
Rules Appropriation Valid 

Attorney General John Dalton, who was later to 
become governor, finally ruled that the appropriation 
was valid and on January 26, 1953, the state 
comptroller released the funds for the medical 
school, establishing a four-year medical school on 
the main campus of the university (there was no 
University of Missouri campus in Kansas City at that 
time) as an integral part of the allied sciences. By 
placing the medical school in the center of the state, 
it would more easily radiate out its beneficial 
influence to the rural sections of the state, foster 
cooperative research with other branches of the 
university on the main campus and be a major source 
of patient care to areas of the state sorely in need of 
such care. 

Still refusing to give up, two Jackson County 
state senators, Frank Wilkinson and Charles 
Madison, introduced a bill in the Senate to force the 
University of Missouri Curators to locate the last two 
years of the medical school in Kansas City. But, 
since construction had already begun in Columbia, 
the legislature did not seriously consider the bill. 

On the contrary, the Sixty-seventh General 
Assembly, on June 1, 1953, passed an additional 
$7.5 million appropriation for completing the new 
four-year medical school, and $1 million for 
operating the medical school. 

Shortly after Governor Smith signed the 
omnibus appropriation bill containing a $6 million 
allotment for a four-year school of medicine and a 
state health center at the University of Missouri
Columbia, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat published 
its lead editorial entitled "Medical School Victory," 
stating that "Missouri can now have one of the finest 
public health programs in the nation." Further into 
the editorial, they state "The Globe-Democrat 
entered actively into the campaign to establish the 
School of Medicine and a state health center at 
Columbia because we were convinced, first, that 
there is an urgent need for more doctors and better 
health facilities in rural Missouri, and second, 
because we felt that the best interests of the 
university as well as of the health program 
demanded the location of the school in Columbia as 
an integral part of the university. 

''The program, which includes a county exten
sion health service, similar to the university's 
Agricultural Extension Service, mobile laboratories, 
and refresher courses for rural physicians, has 
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attracted wide attention since it was first formulated 
by the board of curators in 1945. It has served as a 
model for the health programs of other states. Now 
it can serve the people of Missouri for years to come. 

"o""aT SIiITH --
["ECUTnIE OFFICE -..... -..-.-c;"., 

III,y 21. 19S1 

:>l". HJgh E. St.ep!lens.)n, Jr. 
Jer>a:t._r.t. of S~r6er.f 
~e';f Yor:C 'Jnivltrs:t.,. 
Soane"'ae ~~e'llca: Ce:'tt.er 
~17 t'irst. Ave:lle 
~le", l:Jrk lS, N. Y. 

This will ",ckM1t!e.it:e re~e ~?t ot y~ur le~t..r relat.he 
t.~ the f::),.J.r-;;<:a.r ae lical 5chool con:lOcf4,!J. wit.h ,ur s:.a.te un
iversity, :l.'lj tho C!l'IClos:J.re or a COP] or a le~t.er Y0:.1 ~y. 
wr.i:"~en to t.be r. ...... ~~ City :it.ar. 

I &It vary aach interest.-.d in havinc a !"o:.:r-ye.,. Md.ical 
sC :1)01 .'\t. o:.u- universal', 1n ract, it we C&nt\Ot cet the rO:J1'
yeu ~ica.1. 3ch~ol 1 am inclined. to t~lnit we are wut.inc the 
aone:r ror the t..? Tears, since SoJ r .. o!' the f=raci'l&t.es or t.he 
tWt>-;re::il' sch..,ol &:"8 .l.ble to ret ad.'I.!. :.tance to any o:..'1er school. 
This is a prebl •• that will have t.o be solyed. by t.he Board. o! 
Cant"rs. as I belteYe ana:' !lelical eJq"lert.::s are in accord wi.th 
this chane'!!. 

I &:I very &?pr!c1.t.1Ye or the cOliplillltnt.ary letter and 
to :eMir Y',J\U' intereat. 1n IIhsOI1l"1. Uni ..... lt.,. 

OOYI •• OI 

In this May 29. 1951. letter. one year before the final 
signing of the appropriation. Governor Smith indicated 
his interest in having thefour-year medical school at the 
university. In tlU! letter. he said. however. that "So few of 
tlU! graduates of the two-year medical school are able to 
get admission to any other school. II This is incorrect. To 
my knowledge. only one student has failed to successfully 
transfer from the two-year medical school. 

''To the achievement of this program, an 
objective which had been sought by the University 
of Missouri for more than a quarter of a century, 
much of the credit must be given to Governor Smith. 
The Governor in his 1949 message to the General 
Assembly pointed out the need for a four-year 
medical school and urged the appropriation of funds 
for its establishment. His message to the 1951 
legislature again underscored the importance of 
providing more doctors and better medical facilities 
for rural Missouri. 

"Heavy pressure was brought to bear upon him, 
particularly in recent months, by the interests in 
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MORGANTOWN 

O"''''CE 0" THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Department of Surgery 

JW1e 12, 1952 

Hew York University Post-Graduate Eedical School 
r:ew York UniversitY--Ilellevue !:edical Center 
477 First Avenue 
l;ew York 16, I:ew York 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thank you for your letter of JW1e 10. I had 
not heard of the Nissouri decision. It seems to me that 
the:::Overnor of l·:issouri h2.s acted wiseJ..:,' in following 
the advice of the Universit;)' of l:issouri and in placing 
the enlarged medical program at the site of the rest of 
the University. If the West Virginia example was of some 
value to the J·:issouri authorities, it is but a partial 
pa;''Illent of the assistance which we, in our turn, received 
from others. 

Sincerely yours, 

L1LJ;j-J-
Irvin s~art 

contributions to the welfare of this 
state, we believe the establishment 
of the School of Medicine will 
rightfully be recognized in the 
future as one of the outstanding 
achievements of Governor Smith's 
administration. " 

"This newspaper is proud of its 
small part in the realization of this 
program. We join in commending 
Governor Smith for his wise 
decision which now makes it 
possible." 

Forrest C. Smith died at age 76 
in the Gulfport Memorial Hospital. 
He was returning to Jefferson City 
from a Florida vacation. He was 
governor from 1948 to 1952 after 
serving four terms as state auditor, 
1932-48 - longest tenure in that 
office in Missouri's history. He had 
previously been defeated in his 
first effort to be state auditor in 
1928. 

It is said that Governor Smith 
knew more Missourians by their 

President Stewart applauded Governor Smith s decision. first name and shook more hands 

Kansas City which placed sectional pride above the 
state's welfare. Governor Smith properly ignored 
these attempts to persuade him to veto the appropri
ation, which would have delayed indefinitely the 
cntire program. In the scope of its benefits and its 

while he was a public official than anyone who had 
occupied the Missouri Governor's chair. 

The long and sometimes acrimonious debate 
over re-establishing a complete medical education 
program for the University of Missouri was at an 
end. 
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OllEY L . PATTIESON 

OOYC"NO" 

STATE 0" WEST VUltO_HIA 

EXECUTIVE DEPAATM ENT 

CHARLIESTON 15 

June 16, 1952 

Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., M. D. 
477 First Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

De~r Doctor Stephenson: 

I sincerely a~preciate your thought
fulness in advis1ng me that Governor Smith has 
approved the c (JIlplete four-year medical school 
for t~ University of Missouri on the main 
campus at ColUillbia. 

From ~ exhaustive study of the 
location of a ~edical school, I am firmly 
convinced that the campus is the proper place 
for such schools, am am indeed happy that 
Governor Smith concurs in my thinking. 

Again thanking you for writing, and 
with best wishes for the success of the 
University of Missouri Medical School, I am 

OLPndg 

Sincerely yours, 

~ oI-£c.. 
~SOI, 

G vernor. 

Gov. Patteson wished the best for the new four-year medical school. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 31' ILLINOIS 

THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

.... Hugh E. Stephenson. Jr. 
Departaent or Surgery 

June 17. 1952 

N_ York Univers1t:y P08t-Graduate Medical School 
477 Firat ATenue 
N .. York 16. New York 

Dear Dr. Stephenson I 

I waa delighted to rece1Te :yaur letter or 
June 10. 1952 intOl'llli.ng me that after th1rtT ;yeare 
Kissouri baa tinal4 established a canplete taur TNZ 
medical school as an integral part or its prograa on 
the III81n caapus at Coluab1a. I _ part1cularl,T interested 
becawse -r hane is Killllwr1 and I hen had Ul1T contacts 
with the Univers1tT. 

It we caD be or ~ assistance to TCAl. I hope 
TOU will call on WI. We believe thoroughlT in aur Medical 
School and in its type or organization. It weald be an 
honor to UII it the Uninrs1tT ot Kissouri would 1noorp~ 
rate aur tlnd or progras. The best or luck. 

Very sincerel,T Taurs. 

~~~ 
Qlaa:ellor 

Chancellor Kimpton of the University o/Chicago and former Missourian 
believed that Missouri made the right decision. 

241 



History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

Allen Gregg of the Rockefeller Foun
dation was a highly respected medical 
educator, whose opimon was much 
sought. He applauds the action of the 
governor in the signing the medical 
school appropriation bill . .. 
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
., WEST."... STREET, NEW YORK 20 

June 20, 1952 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thank you very much indeed for your letter of 
Jun'!l 10. I, too, was heartened by the ne"s that the 
Governor of Miesouri had made sOllie head_y in the long
continued effort and bad made "hat I believe to be the 
right decision in terms of the location of the medical 
school. I am sure that the University connection - and 
with it, close and easy relationships - is the right 
course for medical schools to follow when they bave the 
chance. I was also grateful to you for sending the 
editorial from the Globe-Democrat, for it confirmed the 
story I bad heard that Governor Sm1th bad that important 
support in the decision that he made. 

I couldn't share your generous suggestion that 
this decision _s in any sense a personal accomplishment 
of mine, 'rut I am a good deal more than dellghted that the 
local decision was what it _s, and I onl:r hope and pray 
now that they get a dean of the caliber the:r need to bring 
the "hole undertaking into the next' stage of development. 
Thanks for your generosl t:r. 

Yours sincerel:r, 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
New York Universlt:r Post-Greduate Medical. School 
4'n First Avenue 
Ne" York 16, New York 



Powell B. McHaney 
His Leadership Essential 

POl1railof Powell B. McHaney 

Mr. Powell B. McHaney was chainnan of the board 
of curators at the time of the establishment of the 
four-year medical school. His outstanding leadership 
was a key factor in coordinating the efforts in es
tablishing the four-year school on the campus of the 
University of Missouri prior to its opening in 1956. 
On November 10, 1956, Mr. McHaney gave the 
opening address at the dedication ceremony in front 
of the hospital. His untimely death in an automobile 
accident in 1957 was a tragic loss. 

When Powell McHaney died, his brother John 
W. McHaney, of Jefferson City, wrote a letter to 
Dean Pullen to thank him for the fine tribute he had 
paid his brother. Among other things, he said, ''The 
la<;t time I saw him, a very short time before his 
death, he was chiding the governor about more 
money for 'his' medical school. 

2A !-t.t'ouia(f)(r.hr.I'Irmorrnf. Saturday June 9 195 _ . . _-----_ . - --- - -- -

McHaney to Lead ~J.lr. Fi~JI! 
for 4-Year Medical Schoof 

COLUMBIA. MO .. JI1"<" 8 (SI'e· I _ ' _>"~ ' 
eial).-Po"·f'1I B. McHaney. head 
of the Genl'raJ Amuican Lite In · 
auranee COmI'Any of ~t. Louis, and 
n(t>"" prt"sidf'nt nf thf' University , 
of Mi!l;~ouri BORrd of Curators. : 
told the Gloh("-Democrat today , 
that he " ' iII lead • ti~ht to set up 
the propos('d four-yur mE'dical 
achoo) at Columbia. 

"The Stliltr. ["(-scislaturf". In my : 
jud,mt!nt, does not have the right : 
to fill: the site III KRn.!lu City. nr ; 
any ,., .. here f'l~e, e\'en if it saw fit : 
to do 10," MC'Hanl"Y declared. ~ 

"It the Legll'latur~ do~sn't agree : 

;~h~~I~~~~~n9t·:~" t~i' !~t~~~I~h~~ j 
the Legialature docs agree," he : 
added. I 

tara In an ors,.n,iza':ion,.1 
here Yf!".terday, He 
H. V·olpert. Poplar Bluff publish
er, ",ho died May 20. McHan .. y 
had been appointed to the board 
by Gov. Smith Feb. 2 And had I 
backed Wolpert In the Columbia 
.ite. 

NO STAND MADE , 
Jamu A. Finch Jr., Cape Gi

rardeau attorne)" recently wu , 

=~d':~t t~l: ~~I;:~:n~!"~hn .. t~~ i -Edwyn Stud ic 

~7n~~',~:.r ;..::ti~~ ~:rl~::ti:~'~~ I POWr:I.L 8. M<HAXU. 
his .tand on the medical school I and counsf"l tnr thl'! Mi~~ouri In· 
.It. question. But only thrf!"e of ~ IUrn,"r-f' Df' pllrlmC'nt. HC' brC'.""Inlr 
the eight othf!"r memhera of thf" ; p~pslrlt'"t nf Gpnertll A:m,.rrrnn 
board oppos,. Colum.bia, 1110 t~e LI(t> Jnsllr"n('~ CompAny In JAnu . 
majority decision Will .tand In , ,try: "rtl'r l"' r\' ~ ng ~"vf'r:\ 1 Yt'nr~ 
an, event. I U Its \'Ice president and gcneral 

At a lunC'heon .... hll.h the &Ar41 I counspl. 
of CUrAtor. ,ave in the Dllnlf'I '1 
Boone Hotl!l here tod"y for uni-
vcr.ity df"8ns and .,..i~tant dean'. 1 
after Imiveraity eommenC'f'ment I 
exerdllf", Mt'HIlnt'y admlni~tered 
.n Indirft't admoni~hment to those 
minority m(!ftlbcfS. 

AUTHORITY Ql'I!:!lTIO~-Y;D 

Individuol me m be r a of the, 
hnard hll"e no power a. .uch. I 
he Jlointerl nut , IInti the majority I 
controls the board', action. The 
mlljnrity hu pre"ented thc , 
Cnlumbi:t ~ite pl"n tn the vgi •. I 
"Hure" hut WAI told no money , 
is IIIvIIll..bl~ Thf'n the three mi. 
noritl' membf'rll " few dlllYs aa-o 
pr(lpn~~d & rC\.' jsed plan, .... ith 
Kanllils City as the lI ite. I 

And Y('Stl"tdAY, th,. Mi.!t,.nurt 
HoulIf' . AJlPArf'ntiy ("on<lid"rinR' the I 
.ite qUl'stion un~f'ttlf'd. rl,.cidrd to 
8et up & IIp,.rinl C'onlmitt ... to 
piC'k " .iff". Tn th,. PR~t. the H011l'iC 
b:ts hRf' k,.tI K:'n51\s City. 
Md'~n,.y. A ~r,lltilltf' of the unto 

""r~ity. fnrm,.rly sl"n,,.tI ,,~ assiltt. 
80' Affnrn"y r;rnrr,lll rtf Missouri 

Powell McHaney was appointed to the board 0/ 
curators on FeblUary2, 1951. As the article mentions the 
Missouri House o/Representatives decided on JUlie 8 
1951, to set up a specwl committee to pick a site jar t"~ 
medical school. Tliings looked grim as the House had in 
the past. backed Kansas City. ' 
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"He did not look for or expect praise, 
but I know, that he derived deep pleasure 
in the accomplishment of tasks and our 
great medical center with its brilliant 
future was to him one of his greatest 
achievements. 

"May his great spirit of loyalty and 
unselfish devotion to duty hover over our 
university like a cloud and give it great 
inspiration to achieve in the years to 
come." 

The University of Missouri board of 
curators accepted the portrait of Powell B. 
McHaney and it was kept on display in the Ill~~~: 
main lobby of the University of Missouri 
medical center for some time prior to its I 

be' I d' M H Hall Th _10.. V. fOOIIIAU. be. anieDt iCIIU ill Powell I . .. dlcmey, wile -I 
109 P ace 10 c aney . e '_ He', OD . wti"",ty', Ioant oI_C~~n. formerly WCD board prMld_ 

portrait was done by the Edwyn Studios of 
st. Louis. 

McHaney was a native of Whiteoak, Missouri. 
He graduated with an A.B. from the University of 
Missouri in 1925. He received an L.L.B degree from 
Harvard Law School in 1928. In 1933, he became an 
assistant attorney general for the State of Missouri 
and for two years was counsel for the Missouri 
Insurance Department before entering private prac
tice. Mr. McHaney is one of four 1925 graduates of 
the university elected to Phi Beta Kappa honorary 
membership in 1950. In 1951, he became president 
of the General American Life Insurance Company. 
At the time of his election to the board of curators, 
he was national president of Pi Kappa Alpha, 
national college social fraternity. 

Powell McHaney was killed in a car accident on 
a snowy night in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday, 
December 3, 1957. At the time of his untimely 
death, McHaney was still president of General 
American and chairman of the Missouri State Mental 
Health Commission. He was also chairman of the St. 
Louis Chamber of Commeree. He had been given 
the 1954 St. Louis Award for leadership in education 
and community welfare. 

He had been most effective as a leader in the 
affairs of the university; as a student, as an alumnus, 
as well as doing his service on the board of curators. 
Dean Pullen issued a memorandum to all department 
chairmen the day after McHaney's death, in which he 
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Shown in the center of this photograph are Powell B. 
McHaney. his son Powell. Jr .• and Mrs. McHaney. 
attending a football game in the mid-1950s. Years 
later. I was attending an Iowa State-Missouri foot
ball game in Memorial Stadium when I was paged to 
return to the university hospital. To my surprise. the 
patient was Powell McHaney s son. That afternoon. 
I operated for an acute appendicitis. It was my 
opinion that no amount of care and courtesies 
extended to young McHaney could have been too 
good for the son of a father whose leadership had 
been so vital in re-es- tablishing the medical school 
in Columbia. 

paid tribute to Mr. McHaney, and said, ''No other 
single individual is more responsible for the 
development of the University of Missouri Medical 
Center as it presently stands than was Mr. 
McHaney." Over 117 honorary pallbearers attended 
the funeral in St. Louis. Mr. McHaney was buried in 
the family plot of Oak Ridge Cemetery in Kennett, 
Missouri. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
JA~ES SM IT ... B U SH , .f .QU I ' 

LISTER [ c ox s".' .. G ~I". D 

'" O AGGS .. , ....... s 
W p [ 1.. "[11'1 S" ~E " 

G LE .... N W I1[ NO A['" ~ ' .I" TY 

P O WE !,. L B MCHANEY , S T L OU I ' 

S T R .... T TON S H"'''' T [L. " ........ C I" 
F RANK S TONNER c ...... o' .. 
) 0,",'" H W O L P I[RS ~"L "" _ L U H 

Dr. IIugh E. Stepbenacm, Jr. 

COLUMBIA 

Auguat 2, 19S1 

lIev Yorle Universit;y Poet..Qraduate IIed1cal School 
477 Firet AVIllU8 
lIev Yorle 16, lIew Yorle 

Dear Dr. Stephenaon. 

POWi:LL. III .. C ..... "'I[ Y 

F It"NI( STONNl:I't 

EXEC U TIVE C O ...... 'TTIU: 

5T'U,TTON . "'''IItTEL 
J ...... £ •• ',IITH BUS'" 

Since receipt of ;your letter ol Jul;r Sth. I han been 
Tery bue;y in connectioo with Board ol Curators' _tt..... Dr. 
Brady aDd I han juet tinished a new brief conclll'Ding the loca
tion of the Medical School. Real~, it 18 nothing IIIOre than a 
recapitulation ol prior briefs prepared on the utter brought 
down to date. with an anal;y8is ot Ian .... CitT's olter t~ a 
tiJ>anc1al point of view. As soon as the brief i. printed (aDd 
it is at the printer's naw). I will torward to 7011 sweral. copi ... 

I wish that we had about t1.tt;y people out h_ in 
Missouri as ... thusiaetic about the IIed1cal School and ite 
poesib1l1ties as ;you are. It .... had th_. we would get the 
job done at this next .e.sion ot the Legislature. Don't take 
this stet ... t to mean that ... will not get the job daM tor 
I do bell eve that we will haTe a good opportunitT. 

With Idndeet personal regard •• 

S1nce~ T0ur8 

Powell McHaney lost little time in exerting his leadership on behalf of the re
establishment oj the four-year medical school in Columbia. His letter of August 2, 
1951, expresses an optimistic view. 
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.a ........ 0'" T"' • .o"'''D 
JA" •• SMIT" eUSH . SY 0.0\,11. 

L •• T ... I cox. _' ... ~'.LO 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

J A OA008 . .... _ •• 
w ~ 1:1.. ..... ....... .. 

COLUMBIA J ..... u • . I"1NCH. Jilt 

""ANIl nONN." 
JA ........ "'INCH. Jilt , CApt! ...... oa .... 
OLINN W HIINO".N. 0.1 ••• ,.,. 
~.LL. McHAN." , n ,-0"'. 
.T"ATTON aM ..... T.L . .......... elf" 
""ANK 8TONHIUt. C .... OW)I. 

Dr. Hugh i. St.epbenscn, Jr. 
II ... York Uninrsit.T 
Bellevue Medical Center 
Post.~raduate Medical School 
477 First. Aven ... 
II ... York 16, II ... York 

Dear Dr. St.ephenscn: 

November 2, 19$1 

I USWIIe t.bat s""'eo'" has written Tou, but. ni8l>t. 

DIleUTI"'. COMMITTa. 

J ..... u "'ITN .u'" 
La.,.." c. cox J'" OA008 

berore last, that is, October 31st, t.he Appropriations CCllllllittee 
or the House of Representetive. approved t.he ~ to 
appropriat.e 19,000,000 for thrKedical School U reeOllllMnded 
by the Special COIIIIlittee of the House or Representative •• 
Thi. lleans that the lllatter will be presented on the floor or 
the House or Representatives and 1! the ameDdmant pu.es, it. 
will then go to the Senate as a part. of the Sanate Ollllibus 
Bill. The Senate Cc.m1tt •• on Appropriations cannot rellOVe 
the amend;a.nt. without a vote on the floor of t.he Senate. In 
other vords, ir 1M succeed in haTing the HOUM or Repreaenteti va. 
adopt. t.he &alll_t U r8C"""""nded by the Appropr1atJ.ona Cca
lllittee, ve will ha.,e auccess1'ull;y cireuavented lIoble's Appro
priations CCllllllittee or the Senate in that the .. tter then aust 
be voted on by the full nwaber or Senatora. 

Thanks very Much for Tour continued interest and 
help. 

Sincerely your. 

Powell E. KcHaney 

Powell McHaney wrote me to indicate the good news that the appropliations com
millee of the House of Representatives has approved the $9 million as recommended 
by the special commillee of the House. This was, indeed, excellent news. He outlines 
the projected strategy for moving for Senate approval. 
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GLIHN W . MIINOIIIIIN 

MI:"'.II". 01'" THE 80"'''0 

.1 ..... 1: •• "'TH aUSH . IT LOUit 
La.TI" I . cox. __ '''0",,,0 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
J . A. DAGGS. l1li.11_,. COLUMBIA JA .... A . .... HeN • • ". 

,.IIANt( nONNIIII. W . ,. . II.. .. IIt . .... 1.1. 

JAMIE .... P'INCN. Jilt,. c ........ ".o •• u 
GLINN W . HINOIUN. 1.1 ••• n 
,"OWIU.L e o MCHAHil"Y . ST 1.0U1, 

IEXlel/TIVI COtllMITTII 

JAM" eMlTH aua .... 
LISTIlIIt I . cox STlltATTON .HAltTIEL . .......... CO"'" 

"""Nt( STONNE". C ...... OI. 

Dr. Hugh K. Stepbll1llOD, Jr • 
• ew Iork UD1nrs1t;y Post~nduate 
1Ied1c:aJ. Scbool 
417 F1rst " .... nu. 
N_ Iork 16, •• w Iork 

Dear Docton 

J . A. OA008 

Georce lIfm.on b ... ent me a COllT ot TOUr latter to 
b1a dated .o ..... mer lltb. All ot u. apprae1ate the b.lp tbat 
;you ba.. g1 .1Il. It is on. or th. br1cbt pac" in tb1e ep1eod. 
dealing with the lIed1cal Scbool. 

In tba l .. t parecrePb or Tour latter ;Yt:N. rat.r to 
certain SlIl&tor.. Senator SaJITu' aDd S_tor Rosi.r are 
det1D1telT tor the 1Iad1c:aJ. Sebool st Colwob1a. S.nator Q1lJoora 
is a qu.st1on aark but I bell ... will be tor tb. School at 
Colwobia. I ba •• no into.-t1011 a. to tbe otbar SlIlators 
llsted in tbat paragraph. lIfa ebould be abla to p1ck up at 
l ... t three or tour yot .. trooo tb ... 

lIfitb Idnd.st p.rsonal regard., 

Sincerel¥ ;yours 

PBIIcH.RS 

A prediction on Senator W. 0. 
Sa»yer was wrong. He voted for 
the Kansas City location. Senator 
Gilmore did not vote. Senator 
Leo J. Rozier supported the 
medical school in Columbia . .. 
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"ebnar7 27, 1956 

Doctor 8I&h 11:. StepbeuGD, Jr. 
Scboo1 of JIed1c1.De 
UmnrdV of Jt1 •• aur1 
Col~a, Jt1eeoVi 

Dear Doctor: 

It ••• err tbo\IchUlU. of 7ft to vr1te 
_ 1f1V p-aciOlla DOte of hbraar7 8 1Ib1ch baa DOt 
been ~nd au to lIT ab8enca &ca St. Loui •• 
TtIank8 "1'7 nch for it. 

III c0llM0t1oA wi t.b Fort I.auderdale, I 
ba .. not. had OCCUiOD to be 1D FloI'ida 1D the 
lut t.bree JMr8 t.lt I &&I'M with 7W that tld.. 
would be • moe \1M to be tban. v:r- probabq 
18 1n the he1.&ht of hi. 1101'7 end laUDe a poeat 
tia •• 

I can .... er fOl'let the n1uable aaa1.t
uce t.bat. 1VIl Ca .. tbe Med1cal Scbool. Had it 
not been for the _teri&! that 10u obta1Ded end 
1fNr effort., I doubt that v. vOllld Ia •• had a 
Medical School, for it .. the _ter1al that 70U 
had obta1ned t.bat. coa.1Dced quite a f .. people 
that the report vhiCll tha 8OU"d of CUretor. bad 
obta1.Ded did not. conteiD the tne picture. 

Plllc HI rb 

With the medical center nearing 
completion, Mr. McHaney wrote on 
Febluary 27. 1956. In his letter. he reJers 
to Mr. Wynne M Casteel of Fort Lauder
dale. Florida. who had been a Jormer 
roommate oj Powell McHaney. Wynne 
strongly supported Powell in his leader
ship role oj the board oj curators. Wynne 
hail played for the Missouri Tiger football 
team. along with Don Faurot in the 1920s. 
The entire football team stayed at his 
hotel. the Casa Mona. when they went to 
Florida for their first Orange Bowlfame. 
For many years. his prized Benga tiger 
slcin. that he himself shot in India. was on 
the trophy wall oJthe athletic department. 

It is interesting that Wynnes grand
son. Mark, married MalY Flake McHaney. 
a granddaughter of Powell McHaney s 
brother. 

" 
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When Powell McHaney died on December 4, 
1957, tributes poured in from all over the country. 
One newspaper proclaimed, "The state of Missouri 
has lost one of its leading citizens. A man of 
pleasing personality and friendly. A man successful 
in business, yet he was able to find time for hours of 
daily working for community improvement and 
humanitarian projects. He was a man of high intel
lectual attainments who sought ever to make his own 
alma mater stronger and better." 

Bassett McHaney, president of the board of curators. 
Mr. James A. Finch, Jr., gave a talk on the life of Mr. 
McHaney and his contributions to the University of 
Missouri. Mrs. McHaney of St. Louis and members 
of her family were present At the dedication, a 
bronze plaque with the name of the building was 
placed. 

McHaney Hall was originally a nursing residen
cy hall connected by an underground passage to the 
hospital. It provided living quarters for 105 nursing 
students and housemothers until 1967. In 1972, 

Powell B. McHaney Dies 
:In Washington Auto Crash 

By The .Mlssourlan·s Wire ServlQes 'snow fell steadily during the .u.ht 
WASHINGTON - Powell B. Mc- at Washington aDd four inches of 

Haney. 52. member since 1951 and . snow was on the grouDd there to
immediate past president of the day. 
University Board of Curators, was 
killed in a head-on highway col- MISS KENTON was held under 
lision in Washington, D. C., at 2:45 12.000 bond for action of the cor
a .m. today. oner. She is an entertainer, em-

M!". McHant'y, a SI. Louis insur- ployed at Crossroads Restaurant, 
anee man. was a passt'ngcr in a a sllburban night club in Bladena
car driven by Miss Norma Lee burg. Md. Her professional name 
Kenton. 25. The automobile col- is Sherri Winters. 
lided with one driven by George Mr. McHaney ""a. in W.snm.- . 
Thornberry,32, of Glenn Dale, ton to attend a convention of the : 
Md., the Associated Press said. American Life, a trade asaocia- i 
Thornbe\"r~', a Prince Georges tion of which he was head. . 
County policeman, ..,as in his pri- He had been a member of the 
vate car. University Board of Curators six i 
• Miss Kenton "'>I S trl'ated for years and was president three . 

back In juries at Ddrict General years, retiring from the latter po
Hospital and n·k"scd . Thornberr" sition in 1954. His term a. a 
was twalcd at C;> ;lI,, ]tv Ho<pital boar<l m"I"b.:r WBi to expire in 
for cul~ and bruises and possible 1961. 
hend injuries . Mr. :\fcHaney also was chairman POWJi;LL B. McHANEY 

Columbia \\',·;,lh .... Burenu >aid of the recently organized State 
- I Mental Health Commission, hav- •• --~ 
------;----.--.- . -------- ing been appointed by Gov. Blair 

la>1 summer. 

Missourians were greatly saddened by Powell McHaney's death on December 7, 1957. He was 52 
years old. 

The St. Louis Globe Democrat closed an editorial on 
Powell McHaney by saying, "Few citizens in all st. 
Louis history have given more of themselves than 
Powell McHaney. The entire state will mourn his 
death at an all together too early age." 

McHaney Hall Dedicated 

McHaney Hall closed its doors for almost a year 
while under renovation. Dr. Charles R. Peterson was 
chainnan of the hospital's department of physical 
medicine and rehabilitation when McHaney Hall 
opened as a rehabilitation center. Remodeling was 
financed by almost a million dollar grant from the 
vocational rehabilitation section of the State 
Department of Education. 

By fonnal action of the board of curators, a 
ceremony was held on Saturday, November 22, 
1958, at which time the Nurses Residence Hall in the 
medical center, was named in honor of Powell 
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p. ,..nu. McHANEY _ ..... 

Whw: Oak. Minoati Oft jwM _ ':'~". 

I ~(I', t h (' m n of limn "au .... 
I' .. Ann I Moo,t) WcHOHy. He 
rc (ci "cd the- A. B. dt,fft fro. dlC' 
l iniV('rsiry of Miuouri in '92' ... 
the LL B. dtsr« from Ibn .... u.;.i ,:, 
"""'y in 19211, Wa""'- u.;..,,(. ..-&....-n McHAHIY 
"" wnft, .. d 011 hi. 'k LL.!), 1905-1951 
J('81"('(' in 191'. 

H< Iqon hi. lop! pnc,i<t " 
St. Loui. in 19l11, chm ....... ia'" .; 
olli« of ,lit A......,. Gcncnl and itt .... ~ ..... ~ Dcp",, ' 
mrnt. From 191~ to 1912 bt pcacti<td. ... ......., iII"'""'-r law. '" S< 

Loui,. chm tooa_ n.:.-pmidmc ......... ~". Gcncnl Amc<, ' 
( an IM~ Compiey. ncaniw 'rice, it _~ and praidmf j)f 
tbt company in I~I . ':, . 

H. _ I dift<uw in _, i....-o ........... oM a Ind<r on 

many COIIUIIUAi.ry .. clYte cmapriln. 
He _ I ___ 01 tindm-.d CoIIet< .. ~ 1~1 ·1~1 a m<m. 

btr of rbt ...... 01 c- 01 ,lit Uni.....wr 01 .......... 1~ ... 9)4 

scrvi"' ......... 01 ......... 
He _ ........ oI......,.q.I ... ~ ____ and 01 rh< 

Phi ... Itappo....., and Pi !taft-~'~.'" DoIoa Phi, and 
AIpIoa Itappo PM. " : .' , , 

AI ........ ,t ........ ole......., ...... -...- ... build 
.1It w.Iial .... . '" ' . .',' 

iiiiiII_ 

On November 22, 1958. in a formal ceremony of the 
board of curators, the university dedicated this building 
to Powell B. McHaney. In 1972, the medical center 
received a $940,000 .Grant from the vocational 
rehabilitation section oj the Missouri Department of 
Hducation to remodel McHaney Hall. Although McHaney 
Iiall had originally been a dormitory for women students 
and nurses, it housed the physical medicine and 
rehabilitation departmentJrom 1968 to 1997. 

When construction began in August 1972, it included 
a./il'e-stOlY addition on the east side of the building. The 
addition, called the Howard A. Rusk Rehabilitation 
Center. was named after the University of Missouri
Columbia School of Medicine s alumnus who pioneered 
rehabilitation medicine after World War II. It was 
designed especially for the care of paraplegic, 
quadriplegic and stroKe victims who needed long-term 
rehabilitation. At that time. it was officially called Rusk 
Institute in McHaney Hall. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS: 

When the Rusk Institute was dedicated, it was 
clear that it would be the Rusk Institute in McHaney 
Hall. Unfortunately, the portrait of Powell McHaney 
was removed from McHaney Hall. I salvaged the 
portrait shortly before it was to be discarded by the 
university archives. Because of action by the hospital 
administrator, few know that the building "McHaney 
Hall" was fonnally designated by the board of 
curators of the University of Missouri. McHaney 
Hall has lost its identity - the identity that honors 
the leadership of Powell B. McHaney whose energy 
and enthusiasm for the medical center brought the 
establishment of the University of Missouri four
year medical school and hospital through fruition. 
The bronze plaque that was removed from the wall 
has not been located. 

Hopefully, some day this major oversight will be 
corrected. 

Addendum 

The story of McHaney Hall now seems to have 
a happy ending. With the new Rusk Rehabilition 
Center being relocated to its new facility, the univer
sity has stated, "Henceforth, McHaney Hall and the 
old Rusk Center will be referred to as McHaney Hall 
so as not to be confused with the new facility." At 
the board of curators meeting on July 24, 1997, in 
Jefferson City, the board approved the hiring of an 
architectural fInn to design and renovate the second, 
third and fourth floors of McHaney Hall. Later, the 
fIrst and fIfth floors will be renovated. The cost was 
estimated to be $3.3 million. 

A new bronze plaque will be designed to proper
ly designate the name. The portait of Powell 
McHaney will be returned to its proper place in 
McHaney Hall. As a curator, I was proud to playa 
part in ensuring that the honor given in Powell 
McHaney's name be restored to its proper place. 



Frederick A. Middlebush 
-A Tribute 

President Frederick A. Middlebush, one of the university s most 
distinguished and effective presidents for almost nineteen years. 

Early in 1954, President Frederick Middlebush 
incurred an illness which made it impossible for him 
to cany out his duties as president of the University 
of Missouri. When he announced his retirement, it 
marked the end of the longest presidency in the 
history of the University. He had become president 
in 1935, 13 years after coming to the University as 
an associate professor of political science. 

Perhaps because he had become president in the 
midst of the Great Depression, he was especially 
leery of the university expanding beyond its 
financial backing from the state. It was his belief 
that, "the university should never expand its 
programs at the expense of a high standard of 
quality; which means,in practice, beyond its assured 
degree of financial support." In fact, early on, he had 
been only lukewarm to the idea of a four-year 
medical school because he was concerned that it was 
beyond the university's assured financial support. 
Despite Middlebush's fiscal caution, however, the 

university had grown under his administration. 
Elmer Ellis, who succeeded President Middlebush, 
frrst as interim president, sums up his record thus: 

It is easier perhaps for us to look at buildings 
he secured, because these are here and are 
not indispensable. On the Columbia campus 
alone, we have the addition to the west end 
of the library, a student health clinic, Jesse 
Auditorium, the north wing of the Student 
Union, Hill Hall, Walter Williams Hall, 
KOMU-TV, the Laborntory School, severnl 
dormitories, and above all, the Medical 
Center. The last of these particular 
achievements ••• the greatest hnprovement 
in the university, I believe, in this century. 

Dr. Hu&h a. Stephenaon, Jr •• N.D. 
lew York Unl •• nlt,. PoU O:oaduate 

Medical School 
'17 Pint Avenue 
... York 16, ... York 

Dear Rueh l 

ICIIrch 28, 1952 

I ha.. been lntend1nc to .. 1 t. but the 101 J .. here he. 
cauaecS .. to walt bop1", I would ha.e new. The Leshhture 
18 aUll 1ft ree ... but powertul tore •• are tl'J1.nc to break 
the deadlook o •• r the public achool appropriat1on. 

'I'M fellow I tint tried to let tor the Jledth Serv1ce 1a 
aUll dickerSnc and -7 take it. Th. ,,"ddent and I both r .. l 
that 1t would probablJ' b •• Ill.take tor J'O\I to •• t ea\lCht ln 
the pod Uon .1nc. 1 t 11 not the rlsht OM tor 70\1. 

I thlnk 'rank "7. and other ttl.nd. will be on band tor 

:i".!; :::~~ a::lf :'OU::t!~:!r::nc~::e~!~P aft)"thlns throuah. 

al_n!.~o~~t .:: ::t o!!e~:~d 7::t l:~r.~!,z!:r l:~~a~· ':~c ... 
to ... and .s..p17 .a7 that 70\1 thoucht he .s.cttt 11k .. to know what 
.\lch people thouaht about it. 

It do •• n't wolT7 _ INch that -ftJ' doctor. ha .. oppoaed ::!: f:C::li~at~ t:!~ • .,.10 ot ttt. w11l pltch in and help 

*1\7 thana tor 70W" letter.. I held a KOod tal k wi th 
70\11' pa .... nt. a t .. Mph aco. 

'J'ho.aa A. Brad,. 
Vice Pl"ll1d.nt 

A native of Michigan, Middlebush had graduated 
from Western Michigan Normal in 1911 and had 
completed his graduate work at the University of 
Michigan by 1916. He later received honorary 
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University of M iuouri 

COLUMBIA 

"'''EOEfttCtc. A . MIDDLIIE.uaH 

July 15, 1952 

Dr. Hugh E. StephensDn, Jr. 
New York Uniyersity Post-Graduate Medical School 
477 Pirst Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

My dear Hugh: 

I have your letter of July 4 which reached 
my office during our Medical School visitation trip. 
We made the Charlottesville and Chapel Hill trips and 
the Pacific coast trips all in the same week. Since 
we haYe a Board meeting coming up at the end of July 
it is necessary for us to move ahead rather rapidly with 
our tentative plans, at least on site. 

We had a very profitable visit both at Charlottes
ville and at Chapel Hill. We did not have the opportunity 
of yisiting Duke. Our sessions at Seattle and Vancouver 
and at the University of California at Los Angeles were yery 
profitable indeed. A week before this trip we had visited 
the University of Colorado at Denver. I am leaving on Thursday 
of this week on a rather extended trip Eas~ partly in connection 
with the work of the Commission on Pinancing Higher Education 
and I shall also visit four or five Medical Schools and hos
pitals on the way. I am planning to spend one-half day at 
Vermont following visits to Ann Arbor, Western Reserve and 
Rochester. I want to have a look at the hospital at Columbus 
on the way back. 

With cordial personal regards, I beg to remain 

Paithfully yours, 

President Middlebush tells in IJis letter of the many medical schools that he visited 
in the summer of 1952. 

perhaps the most important 
single step in the university's 
115 years. Designed primarily 
to meet the needs of the state, 
it is recognized as a model in 
its field. Under Dr. Middle
bush's leadership, the school 
has received the approval of 
the legislature and $13.5 
million to erect a modem 
teaching plant. An outstand
ing faculty has been assem
bled and classes in the new 
school will be organized in 
the coming Fall." 

During President 
Middlebush's tenure, the 
college of veterinary medicine 
was established in 1946 and 
awarded its first degree in 
1950. There was considemble 
expansion of the adult educa
tion progmm throughout the 
state, bringing the university's 
educational facilities into the 
homes of citizens of the state 
during his tenure. Also estab
lished was the department of 
forestry. The school of social 
work, the school of practical 
nursing, the research and 
wildlife conservation, the 
school of journalism courses 

degrees from Hope and Knox Colleges, from the 
University of Michigan and from Washington Uni
versity in St. Louis. Prior to coming to Missouri, he 
had been on the faculty of Knox College at Gales
burg, Illinois. He had been abroad for research in 
London, The Hague, and in Paris in 1920-21. In the 
summer of 1927, he served as a visiting professor of 
political science and public law at Stanford 
University. 

in radio broadcasting and in television, the college of 
engineering, gmduate courses in sanitary and public 
health engineering, and a gmduate curriculum in 
social work. 

Twice, he had served as acting president of the 
university. In the summer of 1931, and after the 
death of Walter Williams, in 1934, he was named 
acting president. As president, he also was in charge 
of the School of Mines at Rolla, as it was called 
then. 

Again, after a retirement dinner on June 6, 1954, 
it was stated that, "the establishment of the four-year 
school of medicine and the state health progmm is 
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In 1935, when Dr. Middlebush took over the 
administmtive reins, gifts and gmnts for research 
totaled $16,164 for the biennium. In 1953, such gifts 
and gmnts amounted to $565,000. The number of 
volumes in the library more than doubled and valu
able collections were added, including the Western 
Histor-ical Manuscripts Collection, established 
through a gmnt from the humanities division of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 

In 1935, there were 296 structures in the 
University of Missouri's physical plant. In 1954, it 
had reached 564. The dormitories had increased 
from 1 to 11. The faculty and staff had grown from 
986 to 2,391. Total income for the university had 
grown from slightly more than $7 million to more 
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than $30 million by 1953. 
Governor Phil M. Donnelley, in recognition of 

"The noteworthy contributions of Dr. and Mrs. 
Middlebush" proclaimed June 1 0, 1954, as 
"Middlebush Appreciation Day." 

Charles C. Clayton, class of '25, wrote,"It is a 
new university he bequeaths to his successor - and 
unto the people of Missouri. It bears the imprint of 
his vision, his leadership and his devotion, and it will 
long remain a memorial to him. There is another 
memorial that we of the alwnni hope he will cherish 
even more - the affection in which he is held in the 
hearts of thousands of loyal graduates and former 
students of the university." 

In 1966, Dr. and Mrs. Middlebush made a gift of 
their 300 acre farm on Highway 63 south of Colum
bia to the University of Missouri-Columbia. 

President Middlebush died June 8, 1971, at age 
80. At the funeral services, President Ellis said, 
"Probably no man has done as much to add to the 
prestige and the solid reputation of the university as 
he did." The pallbearers from the medical school 
were Dr. M. Pinson Neal and myself. 

I 

It was under Dr. Middlebush s presidential leadership 
that cl1lcial decisions regarding the medical school were 
made in the 1940s and early 1950s. 

On October 10, 1972, the business and public 
administration building of the university was 
renamed for Dr. Frederick A. Middlebush. His many 
accomplishments outside of the university included 
his serving as trustee to the Carnegie Foundation. He 
was on the Commission on Financing Education. He 
was a board member of the U.S. Naval Academy and 

the Merchant Marine Academy. He also served as a 
member of the Hoover Commission on reorganiza
tion of the executive board of the government and 
was president of the National Association ofUniver
sities. 

Dr. Middlebush ftrst joined the MU faculty in 
1922 as an associate professor and later as a pro
fessor of political science and public law until 1926. 
He was then named dean of the school of business 
and public administration and retained that position 
until his appointment as president in 1935. His 
administration included the critical years of the 
Depression of the 1930s and through World War II, 
when enrollment dropped to 2,000. After the war, 
the enrolhnentjumped to an unprecedented 14,000 
students. 

President Frederick Middleb~h 

When President Middlebush retired in 1954, the 
University of Missouri Alumni Association honored 
him with a retirement dinner on June 10, 1954, at 
Rothwell Gymnasium. Bill Corum, famous sports 
colwnnist, broadcaster and president of Churchill 
Downs, was the toastmaster. Over one thousand 
persons attended. Speakers also included Governor 
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All aeriall'iew of the medical cenler prior 10 Ihe consll11cliOIl of Hearnes alld Ihe VA Hospilal in the late 1950s. 
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Courtesy of Charles-Marr Studio 

r-~~~------__ ~.-. Study Medical School 

Three unIversity offielaJ. ltudJed th~ n~w health center at the UnJveratty of North earou.. 
Chapel Bill, N. C., lhiJ week in prepara tion for I~tti nl up an expanded health prOlJ'&m and four;,. 
,... medical achool here. Shown conlerrinll w ith U.N.C. Chancellor Robert B. BOUM, IeeODd front 
rlibt, ..... 'eft to rllht, Dr. Glenn Hendr~n , vice president of the board of curaton; PreAdent !'reeI-
..tett A. Mlddlebu.h; and Powell McHaney, prf'sident of Ole board of curaton. . ' 

AlolI~ Il"ith Cllrator Glellll //CI/(Irell, "ice presidellt or Ihc board or curalors. alld POII'ell 
Mel )(/1/(:1'. pres idell I or thc hoard or cllrators, Dr. Afide/lebush is shOlI'l/ lI1eeting lI'ilh 
Unin'rsi ty o(lVorth Camlina Chancellor Rohert /J. I/ousc Oil their ri.li I 10 Chapel/fill ill Ihe 
1'(/1'/.1' .llIlI1l11er or 11)5:!. 
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Phil Donnelly, Powell B. McHaney, Darwin 
Hindman, and Cullen Coil, as president of the 
University of Missouri Alumni Association. 

Dr. Middlebush had completed almost two dec
ades of distinguished service as the head of the 
oldest state university west of the Mississippi River. 

University of Mi,uouri 
.,..~'C~ o~ .... ""~. 'O l'" 

_11 16. 1953 

Dr. JfUCh I. Stephenaon, Jr • 
.... York: tJn.1"nltJ'-BtUaYUe ... 41cal Canter 
_77 P1ret ' .. nue 
.... York 16. I. T • 

..,. dear JlUCh. 

I haft J'our letter or Ap!"ll 13 which I haft read 
with sreat Intereat. Our APPrOpriation 8111 U now 
berore the Sllnate and. .. haft alread7 had 0\11" Marine 
wblch ... • "1'7 trtend17 0.... In1SHcS. c.w ot the leadll'18 
.po .... ora ot the Jtanau Clq opI)Mltlon to the Bill In the 
ROUM -.de OM ot the Iaad.ine apHchea In feTor ot 0\11" 
belnl crantecl the tull appropriation. HI took the po_IUon 
DOW the, the dec1don on location bad bean -.del hi thoUCht 
that ."'~bod::r .hOuleS pt toptbtr and enabla the tJn.1 .... nltJ 
to dewlop the b .. t po.dbl. 1IIt41oal School. "" are hoplll1 
"I'J' mach that the senate .,111 pa .. both the bu.11dlnc 
appropriat1on and the appropriation tor operation or the 
Heaplta! ancS Jllltdlce1 SChool .. it .... ant over to tbtII t'roa 
the Ho\&8a. 

It wu "r'7 1004 indeed. to hear t'rc. you. 

With .ar .... t pereonal reprda, I be, to retlaln 

hlthtull)' J"oure. 

April 16,1953 
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President Middlebushalwaysconsidered 
the re-establishment of the four-year 
program in medicine on Missouri cam
puses as his greatest achievement. He 
visited the medical center many times 
before his death at age 80 in 1971.-

O""'CI: OF TH IE: 01 RECTOR 
DEVELOPMENT FUND 

University of Missouri, 
COLUMBIA 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr . 
807 Stadium Road 
Columbia, Missouri 

I>tr Dear Hugh: 

December 28, 1959 

Mrs. Middlebush and I appreciate very much indeed 
your cordJ.al Christmas message. I am sorry not 
to have had the opportunity before this of having 
something of a visit with you. 

As you know, I continue to be tremendously interested 
in the progress of the Medical School which I am sure 
is significant. I have thought many times of the days 
you and I spent struggling together on the development 
of this program. I shall forever feel indebted to you 
for the very great help you gave the University in 
those early troubled days. 

With warmest personal regards and best wishes for the 
new year, I beg to remain, 

FAM:msd 

Sincerely yours, 

/ ~~~~?e~/ft'~H 
President Emeritus 
Director, Development Fund 

At one point. President Truman considered housing all of his presidential 
papers on the campus of the University of Missouri-Columbia. Here he is 
shown with Powell B. McHaney and President Middlebush. Standing are 
Professor Elmer Ellis. Curator Fred Heinkel and Vice-President Tom Brady. 
The man on left is unidentified. 
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S·C~A193 PD=COlU~BIA ~O 18 332P= 

DR HUGH STE PHEilSO:J= 

i·IEW YOf\i'; U:JlVEFiEITY BELLEVUE '~E~,J(;AL cE:HEL ;,:EPT OF 

SURGE~Y ~71 FIRST AVE ~Yh= 

PLEASE CALL 'IE COLLC:CT AT O:JCE OFFICE 9'31:2 1I0 · .~E J31,5= I ; 

TH O~,'AS A ::; Fi-.L Y= ... 

.' 

; \ " " 

. i / · I \ 

"'j 

.,' 

TUE COMrA~Y ,ULL APpnECJATE 8UOOJ::STJONi FJllUI IT9 PATRO:-.;g l."O~CEn~I!'fG ITS . ' l::RVICC 

Dr. Brady and I were in close touch on an almost daily basis. 

Vice-President Thomas A. Brady 
A Key Figure Throughout 

During the crucial years that the decision 
regarding the medical school was hanging in the 
balance Thomas A. Brady was vice-president of the 
Univers'ity of Missouri and it was he that coordinated 
many of the activities between the various groups 
involved. 

Dr. Brady kept me closely informed on events as 
they unfolded, even though 1 was working at 
Bellevue hospital in New York City. Brady was 
never excessively optimistic. On October 3, 1951, he 
indicated that the vote of new curator Jim Finch 
from Cape Girardeau was still in question. On 
January 25, 1952, he was even less opt~ti~ and 
said "I feel the school will go down the drain. 

When the bill to re-establish the four-year 
medical school at the university finally reached 
Governor Smith's office, Brady was somewhat 
optimistic that the governor would sign. Bo~ ~ad 
grown up in the same town together and they VISIted 
frequently. 

Thomas A. Brady died June 10, 1964, at age 61. 

He had been a member of the faculty for eighteen 
years. He was dean of divisional . adminis~tional 
activities at the university at the time of hIS death. 
Dean Brady was given the Distinguished Service 
Award by the University Alumni Association for his 
contribution to the university, students, and 
education in general. He was not able to receive the 
award personally, but his daughter, Sally Ann, 
accepted the presentatio~ by Bradf?rd ~rett of 
Mexico, Missouri, the national alumnI presIdent 

Later, the student commons was named the 
Thomas A. Brady Commons in his honor and a 
plaque listing Dean Brady's accomplishments has 
been installed in the Thomas A. Brady Commons. 
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UNIVIE .. SITY 0" MISSOU .. I 
COLUWalA 

o~"c. or 
THIE vtClE ~ •• IO."'T 

exT"'" DIV'atONAL IOUCATIONAL. ACTIVIT'" October 3, 1951 

258 

Dr . Hugh Stephenson 
-77 Pint Avenue 
Hew York Universlty Bellevue Medlcal Center 
Departaent ot SUrge~ 
Rew York Clty 16, Hew York 

Dear Hugh: 

I return the two letters !ro. Dolaan and Vells. I 
notlced the other was a copy so have sent lt to Rr. 
McHaney. 

I expect to ~sve all the transcripts tor you 
shortly -- the Jerterson Clty tranacrlpt ls proa1sed 
tor today. I will send Dr. Dolaan's artlcle back with 
thea. There 111 no recent word troa Rr. Pinch's re
actlon to our asterial but I sa hoplng lt dld so .. good. 
There 111 a Board aeetlng wl thin a tew daya that_y 
develop soaethlng. 

Thanks tor your help. Ve are stlll ln there 
pltching away. I had a good talk with your tather 
a tew daya ago. 

Yours cordlally. 

Th~ 
Vlce Prea1dent 

No news regarding Curator Finch s opinion 

110, 15. 1952 

1Cr. Jt.a&h E . StepheMon, Jr. 
llew York Unlv.relt1·8ell."". Medical Center 
... York Unlverl1tJ Poet-Oraduate _dteal School 
"n Pint Avenue 
... York 16, •. Y. 

Dear Il'U«h : 

v. hid our Me tins w1 th the Governor on Tu .. ".,. I do 
not ••• how an:rthlrw; .ore can be done now . I hope w. did. 
IOod JOb . Certainl,. we anawered 'OM ot the r,lae notiona 
that the doctors .nd Itan ... C1t:r tolka htld slven hi •. 

I have no evidence whatever tor 117 opin1 on, but I at1ll 
think he _111 approv. the it... If he do •• , I think the .. tter 
will be aettled and we can get to work on tt here . The long 
.att at thla tl.e 18 tryln« and I would Uke to dl .. ppelr un
ttl it 11 daM . I look ror it every diJ. but he lUll h .. 
unttl .Turw I' to uke up h1l _Ind . 

Thank. r o r Jour letter and help. 

Col"dh1l1. 

/ f Jw.-. ,.u,) ~. l ... 
Tha. .. A.. Br.d1 \1 
Vice Preaident 

Dean Brady and Governor Smith were long-time friends. 
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Leslie Cowan -
A dedicated servant of the 

university 

Leslie Cowan served the University of Missouri for 
about half a century. He was born August 28, 1888, 
and died December 1, 1974. He had first come to the 
university as a student in 1908 and put himself 
through school by washing windows and firing 
furnaces at the university. By 1913, he was secretary 
to the president. When he retired in 1956, he was 
vice president of the university in charge of business 
operations and secretary of the board of curators. 

Leslie Cowall 

After retiring, Cowan was given an honorary life 
membership in the Alumni Association in thc Mis
souri Schools of Mines and Metallurgy. Cowan was 
decorated by the King of Greece for his work with 
the American Red Cross in 1922 and 1923. Always 
frank and forthright, Cowan was a major force in 
fighting for the interests of the university, 
particularly in regard to the establishment of the 
four-year medical school. 

When Leslie Cowan died at the age of 86, he 
was vice president emeritus of the university which 
he had served faithfully for more than 48 years. 
Cowan retired in 1956, at about the same time the 
medical center was opened. 

Dale Bowling, vice president for management 
said, "I don't know anyone who had the university's 
interests at heart as much as Leslie Cowan." 
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McHaney Hall in the immediate/oreground. be/ore the addition o/the Rusk Institute. "Temporary" dorms are still in 
place/ollowing World War II. 
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George C. Willson, II 
Public Servant 

The board of curators standing in/ront of Jesse Hall. (Front Row. L to R) John H Wolpers. Dr. Middlebush. Frank M 
McDavid. George c. Wilson and John H Lathrop. (Back Row. L to R) H Charles Cox. Harold J. Moore. Earl F. Nelson. 
H J. Blanton. James A. Potter and Leslie Cowan. 

The accomplishments and benefits from major 
public policy decisions often hinge on the leadership 
of a single individual. As it was with Dr. Dan G. 
Stine in the middle 1940s, so it was with George C. 
Willson in the late 1940s and early 1950s. It was at 
this time that the final crucial decision was made by 
the board of curators and the state of Missouri as to 
where Missouri would best profit from the location 
of a reestablished four-year medical school program. 

Although George C. Willson had served the 
university in a most distinguished fashion as a 
member of the board of curators from 1927 to 1939, 
he had always been a most dedicated and effective 
alumnus since his graduation from the University of 
Missouri Law School. Although his contributions to 
his alma mater were many, his role in the 
establishment of the four-year medical school in 
Columbia probably marked his main contribution. 

George Willson, himself the son of a physician, 
was convinced that the medical school would best 
serve Missouri by being placed as an integral part of 
the university on the main campus in Colwnbia. 
(There was no four-campus system at that time.) 

Whether President Middlebush or vice-president 
Tom Brady or Lester Cowan urged him or whether 
he took this on as a labor of love on his own, I do not 
know. At any rate, George C. Willson, II, provided 
much of the essential leadership that was necessary 
to organize efforts to finally get the four-year 
medical school on the campus of the university. 

Willson was able to mobilize strong support 
from two St. Louis daily newspapers, the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
Furthermore, he was able to mobilize the university 
alumni organization to campaign actively for the 
Columbia site. t' 
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WILL8OIf, C1JIfIfllfO~ It HCCLBLL4If 
AT'IOaXDa ... J.-o4L ooUlfe-.o .. 

~-.----. 
ft. LO"'* e._. 

September 19, 1951 

DI'. II'Yin S~rt, 
...... ldent, VIlh."'lt7 ot V •• t Vlrsinla, 
MOrcantown, v •• t Vlrslnla 

Dear DI'. Stewart I 

At the ... que.t ot Dr. HUSh •• 
Stephenaon, · Jr . I enolo •• herewlth tlv. oopl •• 
• aob ot the .dltorlal. ln the St. Loul. Po.t
Dl.patoh and St. Louie Olobe-De.ocrat ln .... peot 
ot 70ur ... dloal Sohool. 

V. bav. be.n sreatlr lnt.reeted and 
srea~lr a •• l.t.d ln our .1tuetlon here b7 Oov.rnor 
Patte.on'. report . CUr ... ntlr •• are .ndeavorlng 
to ,.t the nec .... rr approprlatlon troe our 
Le,l.lature tor our Medlcal School. 

ICIW 1!lC 
. lIDo •• 

Wlth .spre •• lone ot hlSh resard, 

University o/West Virginia continued to be a help. 
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Willson Leads 
St. Louis 

Alumni Association 

At their July 19, 1951, meeting, the board of 
governors ofthe st. Louis Alumni Association ofthe 
University of Missouri adopted a resolution 
supporting the decision of the board of curators to 
develop a four-year school of medicine and a state 
health center on the campus at Columbia. They 
directed the president to appoint a committee to 
enlist the support of other interested groups to 
support the action of the curators. 

On August 26, 1951, the committee, headed by 
George C. Willson, along with Forrest C. Donnell 
and Russell L. Dearmont sent a letter to all of the 
counties in Missouri with alumni associations urging 
their strong support. It included a wide variety of 
supporting documents, including articles from 
Missouri's Rural Health Plan. The committee urged 
that the alumni association act promptly. The St. 
Louis Alumni resolution said, 

We believe that if located in Columbia, the 
four-year school of medicine, hospital and 
health center will serve the public health in 
all Missouri, particularly in the areas outside 
of the city better than if located in a large 
city. 

We believe that the school of medicine 
needs, and will suffer if it is denied, a day by 
day cooperation with other divisions of the 
university, particularly, physics, biology, 
psychology and the social sciences, which 
the Colwnbia location assures and which 
will not be available in the other locations. 

We believe the university will suffer if 
the medical school, located at the university, 
(since 1872) is now removed to another 
location, just as the university would suffer 
by the removal from Colwnbia of the college 
of agriculture or the school of joumalism, 
which have so materially contributed to the 
greatness of the university. 

Finally, we believe that, located in 
Columbia and lending a service shared and 
appreciated by the people of every county in 
the state, such as a school of medicine would 
have a better prospect of adequate financial 
support in the future than if located 
elsewhere. 

Because we believe these things, we 

enlist your support, not only as alumni, but 
as citizens of Missouri. 

Not long after the medical school was established on tile 
campus at Columbia. Ge01JJ.e Willson moved to Palm 
Beach. Florida. because oj his wife s poor health. He 
retired from his practice of law at the time. As far as I 
know, he did not visit the medical school at any time after 
it was constructed. A man of great vision. George Willson 
had been proud of the mediCal school he helped create. 
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•• a-ec c .w .... ... -.o .. 
..IOfII ... . e" ... '_ . .J • . 
...-••• . _CLCLI.A. _te_ .. D • . • "' .... 

WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & Mt;;CLELLAN 
ATTO .... IEY. ANO LEGAL COUNaELo". .. _.C .... ,\.~. 

aT. LOU,S 2 , MO . 

Dr. HUSh E. Stephenson, 
New York University Post Graduate 

Medical School, 
-77 First Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Dr . Stewart: 

Septeaber 19, 1951 

Thank you for yours of September 16th and 
all you have done . I have sent the editorials to Dr. 
Stewart . 

Confidentially, one of the Ca.-ittee reaarked 
to one of our friends that you were the aost helpfUl 
witness they had heard . 

The newspapers ~redict that the Co.aittee 
will reco ... nd an appropriation of about $10,000, 000 
for the Medical School and will not contest the 
location of the School by the Board of Curators. I 
aa told that at the meeting of the Board on saturday 
Curator Cox will offer a resolution aodifying the 
previous Board action so that the last two years of 
the Medical School will be located in Kansas City . 
I note that the Board's report of August, 1951, at 
pase 10, indicates that a divided School will not be 
approved. If you have anyth1ng aore definite or 
aore clinching on this point you aisht set it to 
Powell McHaney, General Amer1can Life Insurance Coapany, 
1501 Locust Street, St . Louis, up to Friday afternoon , 
or send it to hia in care of Leslie Cowan at Coluabla 
to reach hia Saturday aorning. 

Our work among the Aluani Associations is 
producing definite but slow results. We note that the 
Doctora outside the rural areaa who have been opposed 
to us are susceptible to the facts and fair arguaent 
and S0a8 have already changed. I have a Meting of 
our Co.aittee toaorrow and will write you fUrther about 
that. 

OCW:BC 
Si~ 

This leiter was ,.eceived (rom George Willson not long after the commiltee healings in Jeffe,.son City. Curator Cox was 
expected to offer a ,.eso{ution to change the board s actions so that the last two years of medical school would be located 
in Kansas City. 
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WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MCCLELLAN 
ATTORNEYS AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

IIO ATMltN"S ,,"",. .. BU I LDING 

ST. LOUIS 2 . NO. 

September 21, 1951 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, 

New York University Post-Graduate Medical School, 

477 First Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Did you tell me that each of the 

Nobel prize winners in St. Louis is in favor 

of the Columbia location? I have some recollect-

ion of something of the kind. If it is true we 

might make a good story out of it. 

GCW:BC 

Yes, aU of the Nobel Prize winners at St. Louis University School of Medicine and 
Washington University were infavor of the Columbia location. 
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e • .,... C .WtU .• _ 

........... cu".,_,J· 
_ •• . . .. c:r..Cr..L.AN 
,,'C_O D . • "' .... 

WIL.L.SON. CUNNINGHAM & M .. CL.EL.L.AN 
ATTOIltNETa AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

•• ~. C: .WtL~. 

ST. LOU IS Z , WOo 

September 26, 1951 

Dr . Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr . , 
Hew York Unlverslty Post-Graduate Medlcsl School, 
-77 Plrst Avenue, Hew York 16, H. Y. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

Thank you for your lnforaatlve letter 
of September 2_th. I enclose cllpplng fram the 
Globe-DellOCrat s_rlzlng the report of the 
Leglslatlve Co .. lttee, whlch was flIed late yester
day a!'temoon . 

Some one .. de a last mlnute effort 
Monday aftemoon or nlght to get the Coaalttee to 
reca.aend a spIlt school, wlth the last two years 
at Kansas Clty . Ve were ln telephone co..unlcatlon 
wlth the Co.-lttee .ost of yesterday presentlng the 
obJectlons to the spIlt school. This last minute 
effort accounts for so .. of the stateaents ln the 
report. I do not know who advlsed the. that a 
split school would be approved but we are checklng 
on th1a today. 

I can't tell you how much you have 
helped the Univeraity and the State. It should be 
a aource of great aatisfactlon to you . I will keep 
you advi.ed. 

GCV:BC 

A report of the committee was filed on September 25. Even at the last minute, 
efforts were made to get the committee to recommend a split school. 
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WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MCCLELLAN 
ATTORNEYS AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

ST. LOUIS Z , NO . 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., 
New York Un1vers1ty Post-Graduate 

Med1cal School, 

November 14, 1951 

477 F1rst Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Doc tor: 

Thank you for yours of November 11 . 
I be11eve that 1n the last analys1s the St. 
Lou1s Senators w1ll be w1th us. Senator Webbe 
has been helpfUl, also Senator Hess . I am 
send1ng your letter to Powell McHaney for h1s 
1nformat10n. 

When Hal McHaney, of Kennett, recently 
sent me copy of the resolut10n of h1s Alumn1 
Group, w1th letters from seven Doctors approv1ng 
the Med1cal School and the Columb1a locat10n, 
I wrote h1m, "If we had 100 alumn1 l1ke you, 
we would have a real Un1vers1ty. " The 8ame 
goes for you, Doctor, doubled,1n spades . 

GCW :!lC 

Everyone realized Ihal Ihe "Momenl of Decision" was nearing. 
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ATTORH~S AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

ST. LOUIS Z .... O. 

December 7, 1951 

Dr. Hugh Stephenson, 
Hew York University post-Graduate Medical School, 
-77 First Avenue, 
Hew York 16, H. Y. 

Dear Doc tor: 

I enclose editoriel from this 
.orning' a Globe-Democrat, which brings us up 
to date on the Medical School. While it is 
barely possible that the House might reconsider 
its cut in the appropriations, I think it is 
unlikely, and that the Bill will ~~ to the 
Senate with the appropriation at $0,000,000 . 

Pleese note the suggestion in 
the Globe's editorial that the Senate can 
restore the original figure of $9,000,000. I 
think this should now be our objective. Perhaps 
you may now wish to emphasize this in your 
correspondence with the Senators . 

done. 

QCV:BC 
Enc. 

My renewed thanks for all you have 

The Senale vole was 10 be soon. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

01[0"01[ C WILLSON 

.10 ... ", ... CUN"".",a ...... "", • .J I'I WILLSON. CUNNINGHAM & MC;CLELLAN 

Great News! Mr. Wilson sent me 
the editorial fi'om the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat of May 30, J 952, 
proclaiming a "Medical School 
VictOlY. " Now, 55 years later, 

.1 ........ 1:5 S "",eCLI: LLA '" 

.. ,CH ...... D D. O U ..... 

01:0"01: C.WILLSOH m 
ATTORNEYS AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

J believe Governor F01Test 
Smith would indeed have much 
oj which to be proud . ... 

, IK:> , l\ )V1 ""sr- ('J.iJ . 
~v~~~ 0. 

I~A &to louia t5lnbr-llrllUlrfal ~~,. Mo, '0. "51 

E. L.&.SIIKli lAY. ca.., ..... vt I •• &uord.Pubh ....... d Ulor 
J,UU:' Co "OU11AM, P.-

e. .laTKn nil, v"" PnoId .. , .. 4 T __ LOCI. LA. 00&1, v ... ',.,.;05001 ... l;.hlM £4"onol ,.... 
I:DWI1'i • • J;Y I;J.3, ,,," p,..j ....... r .. ..d.IM, 1I0 .. p LOS HOCI:J,;It, "'!"MIry .1' C .... _ 

M.I:.lQJ:' 01' Till: .. aeocU.TIU) ,.... TIH G' .... D'_rt' i. Ie itttl~~n4r'" 

~~::?=~~::~~~::~c:?:~ ::;::::::~ ';~,,::a~ t!~i=" f~"':'~::::;: 
1M _I .... ""bI..a...I Iot ___ .1.'1 "(~Io 0' ""W" 'M .p".,;tt, .I!., " HI;'~fI , ... 
<-"Ii ... , .-iOl ('OJ"II<M ._ •• N .t. ........ ",.nl. ";'''-111 n,lrd 'I' /Nrr, ,.lir; .... 

MEDICAL SCHOOL VICfORY 
)t, .... " .. ft ..... hI,.. "". ~f ,h. ',n ... ' I'~~ ..... '"If h .. rlu .... ~ 1ft " .. t h ••• ",.. . rp ..... r ... . 

h. hull~ ' .... ra .... In tho u" .... , G"' .. :\",, 'h "~" for ,""'~'nn ."~ .1 ........ '" h~, I ", .. . 
......... • • tart Oft U". P""Cr'''' )· ... '.r~.,. "'~p~ If '~~ "'~ "'I I ln~ " n-i,.,j 'ft ,~o 'U ..... . 
II. .,.,eeI til. _n,b .... rp.nr".t,,,,, ~,II ..... ft· r.~" . ~"','h ...... ", .... 0"'. 'ho ft ',1 1 .... ,.1 ••• , ..... 11 
tAu.i,... 108.000.000 . lIotnwM 1M . In". -.· ... 

ldlool .l llIodm .... nd lllll. H •• I'II C,n'" 01 
~.Unj ... nitr .. t.'_ .. ,'inC<>l ..... b, •. 

P\&q '0. th u.(hi .... Jooo","1 .nd ,ho ...... . 

,Mili ........ 'orlheoch .... I .... "" ..... ,he 
.. Nat .... Uni ..... n' .. fl,.i.l. h .... ,nd,· 

.. tAoItlattMCOtI\.ncU .. " ... '-!;lh ..... "'_. 

... ., .. pe.. ... itll .. pt<Oteelth.f' nI._ 

_";U .. ,......tto.,II.-.I,eol ... "If.wh,.1I 

'" u "- tJt,o I~ poi'" fo ••• tllI •• ,,s. --. .. u...dli ... _lofth .. p....-...... III,,!>. 
J_'" -tlid, ~ ...... 11 _,hi b, Ih. ""'" ••• ,,, 
f •• _ .. til • • • ",.ft ...... n'u.' . ... ,,~h "I ,II. 

....... " .... 1 ... " .... ,. C~ . , S ... ,'h. Th. Cft>' · 

........ i.~i.I,.'_ ... n"o.h.Goo .. ,'IA ....... · 

.1, ,...ntod ... 'Ih. II .... ~ f", • fn" ' _.· •• , ",,.,j,,.1 

..-i.Itd ....... t"" ." ... ,,, •• , .... "f,,owI.f". 
tt._lIIi.h_LH,,"' ...... 'e.h.It.II .••. 

... , ... 'P" ."d., ..... ,"" .h. ''''1''''''''''" III 
',.....;.'n'_ ............... d ... tt ........ " . lf • . 

H".,.,'_"N wu b<Oll.hlI. "",' 'P"I\ 
....... rtlnl.,I"n._nl_lh .. ",Iho ,n· 

prtclo ..... Ih Molo·. _If .... Co •. S""th 

,....-rl, lponol 1.10_ .~pto to ..... wld. h'''' 
1o .. ",lhe.,pro,,,.lio .. . .. ki.k _ ld h •• 

••• Io,....' .... t;.,IoI',he .."i .. ' ........... I." .. 
_ .. otilo ..... "' .. Udilo .... lri .... ',"" .. ,ho 

_If ... ottJ\i. 01.010. w. bol" .. tho .... "h.h· 
_1.tIJo.oSChoolot ...... , .... 'lIrictltlwll' 
......... i""'i .. 1"- '~I ...... _ .. ttl ..... ,· 
iotaa>ii .. ochi_ .... f Goro . .. "h· ..... , .. · 
..... ti .... 

Go •. Sm,lh ', ... 1, ............ , ift ..... , .. , 1"-

11011 ... UI.I 1M loll the ",000.000 ....... ,MeI It, 

r''''''~. ,II. ",nn" ".".,.~ fn, ," '''1'''''' '''". H. 
. 1 .... u .... "<-<i.hlll h. A ....... bl y ... rr' ..... n. 

,II, , ....... rp .... r ... "~" '" Ih. , .. , .......... . 

rh .. " ,n. H .. I " .00II.'100 ' . " r.l ,f .. llr d.f""III " 
fer I"" , ........... I.~"NI for 'h ... ,., •. Th • 
..... 41 .fC ..... ero .. ".,n.II ,· ......... ,Nl.I3)ot1(1 •. 
lII'IO ~OICI •• ,... .. 1 H __ ,It .. ..tIj.~ 

"""""'he U ftl Y ... ",·."Io ... Iut,... •. _. 

H ........... UI ..... '" ,'fo ... I. ""-' '0' 
,1"Md. II .,11 1M r-~I. '" .... IoI.olI • , ..... 
r ... t (;1, .. 0 ...... ~_I. ro""blo'" ,.od""li". 
....... ~ ... , •• 1ft ... "II .h •• ","",., .. ,"",. .... 
•. ,~ ... hy I~ 1,,' .. 111 .. "" . .. ~.II •• , ....... , ... 

h_p,,,1 ", :; .... """ • . 011'" '""~ r" •• " ..... n 
"""'1" .-. Oro ,_f""M'''' ... .. 1 ... ,.1"" ... 
.·,11 .... '.1 ,~ "'" ..... ,h •• ~~" ... "' I ......... 
• ..... _" , .... ""ltd .h. ~ ...... "'. 

Th CI .... -!,.. ....... , • •• " ........ .... "., . '~" 

• ... < .... """",.,, ..... hh.h .h. ',h""'., "'001, . 
• '" ••• d .h. ,,, .. H .. hh ("'.'.' 01 C"I" ..... " 
""',~ ............. ,-.tI<'t'd. f , .... Ih.,l"'"" 
U ",plll II .... fo. _ .. ~ ... , ..... Itd ...." ... 

...... UN •• ,.U .hot Ih ....... '''' ........ t ."" 

w", .... "' .... II .. ot.""h.hh" ......... 4. 
.... .. dNllho loc." ..... 'Ih. "h"",1 ,. '01"111" .. .. 

Tho p ...... 'a •.• h,eh I~eh"'" • ..,UIII, .. I ... · 

_ ~ .. IUI .... ·'''' ..... IIf I., ... "n' .... "'·. 
4.n ... I'u .. I£.,._Io ...... _IoI ...... . 

1.'_ ........ fr.oll ....... ... fo ..... I""' .. . 
.,." • • h ... U ......... itIo 1I1 ... liofl ...... ,I"" ,,,.t 'o",,~I.tH ~) I"" .... '" .f C,," IO rl '" 
IIU. II h ... ,.od u ........ 1 fo, ,h. h~O"~ 

, ........ "'. of oIhrr .1 ..... "" •• ,I"" ..... ·.'110 

u..1ArilIIIW .. ' ..... I.n""'k ..... ,thotl't'._ .... pl •• f.,.-..r"o.ro ... ,o_. 
h . ....... t ....... lh. ",lIlh .... 11 ....... """ ' ... 1"" Th , ....... ,.."" ... "n>ud of,,, .... , 11 po,1 ' " 
..... ' .. t_of lon~ ..... '.unl.I,.lh. un,.uIII, I h . ... I ... "OfI .. fth ," .... ,."' . W.jo,,,, .. ...... 

ol ... ad, '''n, .uff .. ,.,,1 I ... ~ for Ih. " .... ".. "'."~''' " w., ,"'"" I .. , II" .. , .. d ..... ,o ... h"h 
.1.II"ooI .• ~" ..... "h.h.G.. •• rn ......... _ .. "' . . .. , .......... hl. 

ST. LOUIS 2.NO. 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr., 
Bellevue Hospital, 
1st Avenue & 26th Street, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Doc tor: 

June 3, 1952 

Replying to your kindly letter of June 
1, you are entitled to hang something over your desk 
as a reminder of the very effective service you rendered 
the University. 

I regard the job as about one-third done. 
The next step is to get these buildings in being in 
Columbia and after that comes the continuing Job of 
building a great Medical School there. That, of course, 
will take time and money and some intelligent management 
at the top. 

Professor Josiah Royce once said that the 
glory of the imperfect is that it may everyday more 
nearly approach perfection. I suppose that goes for 
the State University, as well. 

I wish we had one hundred alumni like you. 

GCW:BC 

On June 1, 1952, I wrote Mr. Willson from Bellevue Hospital, 

Your telegram bringing me the news is being framed 
and I intend to hang it over my desk as a pennanent 
reminder that no matter how bad things might get, 
right will finally win out - and also as reminder of 
the spirit and devotion and service which you and your 
group exemplified. You can hardly imagine how 
elated I was . 

George Wilson answered my letter of June I with prophetic words 
which have proved to be true throughout these more than five 
decades . 
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May 13, 1953 

The Missouri decision to locate the medical 
school on the campus in Columbia had a few far
reaching implications. On May 13, 1953, I wrote Mr. 
George C. Willson from New York City and 
included the following paragraphs: 

Dear Mr. Willson: 

Many in Missouri fail to realize how far
reaching the decision would be to locate the 
medical school on the campus at the 
university. There is no question but that 
already it has played a big part in some of 
the changes in medical education from a 
long-range standpoint. As you know, the 
West Virginia decision was based to a large 
extent on the reports out of your group at 
Missouri as well as subsequent data from 
Missouri. Governor Patteson and President 
Stewart kept their eye on Missouri very 
closely. 

Just this week, Governor Dan McCarty 
signed the bill to put the four-year medical 
school in Florida on the campus of the 
university at Gainesville instead of in 
Miami, Jacksonville, Tallahassee or Tampa. 
In January of this year, I was appointed a 
consultant for their medical school study in 
this connection and went down to 
Gainesville for several days. They also have 
a fine pbtential, but Miami has been fighting 
for the school for years with partial success. 
This year, the appropriation for the 
Gainesville campus sailed through the House 
and Senate in record-breaking time, after a 
great deal of groundwork had been done. 
Will send a full report on their study 
findings to Missouri in the next few days. 

After a good deal of correspondence 
with the New Jersey group, it looks like 
things are very bright for them to put the 
school on the campus at New Brunswick 
instead of Jersey City or Newark. 
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I would think that Mr. Clayton might 
find additional data along with the above 
worthwhile for an editorial in the Globe. 
about the timc the Senate votes as it will 
serve to show Missourians that their wise 
action will probably directly influence the 
location of at least three to four other 

medical schools. I remember an editorial you 
sent me entitled "Where Missouri Leads, It 
Should Follow." 

After the decision on the location of the four
year medical school program, Mr. Willson continued 
to maintain an active interest in his alma mater. He 
was honored to be the speaker, presenting the 
general commencement address for the university. 
As might be expected, Mr. Willson used the usual 
charges and cliches. He did observe that the 
university had "barely scratched the surface of the 
reserves of alumni loyalty now lying latent." He also 
stressed the point that the alumni should know the 
needs and how to help and how to work with the 
university. He said, ''The average alumnus may find 
that task diffi-cult. Too many times, alumni below 
the rank of curator are unable to find out what the 
university needs, and what help it wants, and if it is 
possible to work with the university." 

He mentioned that the best example of how 
alumni are willing to be involved is demonstrated by 
their activities in helping to obtain the medical 
school location on the campus proper. 

On one occasion, I visited George Willson at his 
home in West Palm Beach, Florida. The last letter 
that I received from him was August 12, 1957, when 
he wrote me from his home in West Palm Beach as 
follows: 

Dear Hugh: 
The struggle for the medical school was one 
of the most rewarding experiences of my life 
- partly because at times it seemed so hope
less, but chiefly because of the few who 
never wavered - like you. It should be 
remembered that the whole affair was con
ducted in accordance with protocol. The 
decision on the medical school was made by 
the board of curators. Then, Powell 
McHaney came to us and asked for help. 

The alumni agreed to form a committee to 
do what we could in support of the board. 
The only appeal we ever made was in terms 
of the best interests of the state. 

Mrs. Willson's health has been such that 
we may spend much of our time here where, 
I think, she can have a better life than in st. 
Louis. 

Missourians should remember that 
Charles Clayton, of the Globe-Democrat, 



was a tower of strength in the 
medical school campaign. 

With expressions of 
high regard. 

Sincerely, George C. Willson 

George C. Willson, III 

Mr. Willson's son, George 
C. Wilson, III, also a graduate 
of the University of Missouri 
and a member of the same law 
firm in St. Louis, served as 
legal counsel for the Missouri 
Medical School Foundation, 
Inc., for almost twenty years -
always without pay. He had a 
near-perfect attendance at the 
meetings. 

There is more about George 
C. Willson, III, in the chapter 
on the Medical School Foun
dation. George Willson, III, 
died April 13, 1996, of injuries 
he suffered when he was struck 
by an automobile in London 
while on business. He had prac
ticed with the law firm of 
Willson, Cunningham and 
McClellan for forty-seven 
years. 

Aesculapius Was A Tiger 
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May 15, 1953 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, 
New York University Post-Graduate Medical School, 
477 First Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Doc tor: 

It is a real pleasure to have your 
letter of May 13th. 

Both the House and Senate have a,reed 
on $7,500,000 for the Medical School buildings 
and a reasonable appropriation for maintenance 
but the Bill got into a disagreement between the 
two Houses on other matters and has come to a 
conference committee which will probably act 
next week. We are hopeful that all may be well, 
and that the Governor will sign the Bill. You 
may know that the Governor recommended this 
$7,500,000 for buildings in his message to the 
Legislature. 

I will call your letter to the attention 
of Charles Clayton as he will be interested in 
the situation in other States. All of us here 
remember with deep gratitude your leadership and 
help in the matter. I wonder if you have met 
the new Dean of the Medical School at M1ssouri, 
Dr. Roscoe PUllen, who came from the University 
of Texas. I understand that he is still in his 
position at Houston but will be in Columbia full 
time beginning June 1. 

I'm sure you won't mind my passing your 
letter on to Charles Clayton and Powell McHaney 
who, of course, will regard it as confidential. 

GCW:BC 

The appropriation disagreement finally reached the conference committee in the 
Spring of J 953. As noted in Mr. Willson s letter of May J 5, J 953, there was still 
some anxiety about how the governor would react. 
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Deep in IlJoughl- Dr. Fred Lucas 
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Arthur Rochford McComas, M.D. 
A Man of Unusual Vision and Action 

Dr. Arthur McComas 
Photo by Mary Paxton Keefey 

It was appropriate that the ftrst Citation of Merit 
presented by the University of Missouri Medical 
Alumni Association was awarded to Dr. Arthur 
Rochford McComas at the Sheraton Jefferson Hotel 
in St. Louis on Wednesday, April 11, 1956. 

When the University of Missouri Alumni As
sociation presented Dr. McComas a Certiftcate of 
Merit, it was the ftrst time that the association's 
award had gone to a member of the medical profes
sion. At age 87, he was considered one of the oldest 
practicing physicians in America. He was active in 
efforts to close down the infamous "diploma mills" 
in Missouri in the early 1920s. He was the father of 
the Crippled Children's Bill establishing the Crippled 
Children's Service and was a prime mover in 
creating the Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital in 
Columbia. 

On November 10, 1956, Dr. McComas sat on the 

speakers platfonn at the dedication ceremony of the 
new medical center as a specially invited guest. 
Within a few days, he was dead at the age of 88. 

The picture at left of Dr. McComas was taken by 
Mary Paxton Keeley in Dr. McComas' offtce in 
Sturgeon, Missouri, sitting in front of his rolltop 
desk with his hightop leather shoes. Mary Pax 
regarded this as her best effort in photojournalism. 

Dr. McComas was a physician for more than 
sixty-ftve years in Sturgeon, Missouri, the place of 
his birth on August 4, 1868. When he graduated 
from the University of Missouri in 1888, the 
institution consisted of only three building and the 
historic columns had not yet become a landmark. He 
was valedictorian of his medical school graduating 
class at the Beaumont Hospital Medical School in st. 
Louis, Missouri, in 1890. That same year, he 
returned to his home community to begin his profes
sional career. 

Dr. McComas' contribution to Missouri medicine 
and the University of Missouri were most sig
niftcant As mentioned, he has often been called the 
"Father" of the Crippled Children's Bill establishing 
the Missouri Crippled Children's Service. The Bill 
was introduced and passed by the state legislature 
almost seventy years ago. Earlier he had fought hard 
to see that the move to establish a general hospital 
was successful. 

For more than thirty-ftve years he devoted his 
interest toward the establishment of a four-year 
medical school at the University of Missouri. He 
worked hard in this direction, especially during his 
long service, from 1915-1937 as chainnan of the 
council of the Missouri State Medical Association. 
No one has served longer as chairman of the council. 
In 1922, he was elected president of the Missouri 
State Medical Association. He appeared numerous 
times before the state legislature on behalf of 
medical education in this state between the years of 
1915 and 1940. When the third year of medicine was 
offered at the University of Missouri in 1932-33, he 
was a member of the teaching staff. 

During World War I, he was a captain in the 
United States Anny Medical Corps. After the war, 
he was a visiting surgeon on the staff of Boone 
County Hospital and was the hospital's vice-chair-
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man of the staff since the hospital was organized in 
1922. For many years he was a regular delegate to 
the House of Delegates of the American Medical As
sociation and was a Fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons. He was active in the American Legion 
and was a member of Missouri's Phi Beta Pi medical 
fraternity. 

His father, Dr. James M. McComas, practiced 
medicine in Sturgeon and having been a Union 
soldier with the Illinois Regiment, became an Illinois 
resident during the Civil War. His father died in 
1921 at the age of 76. Dr. McComas' father married 
Margaret Ann Rochford in 1867. She was the 
daughter of a prominent Missourian, John Rochford 

infancy, treated bare feet bruised in play, watched 
over them through maturity, and treated them in the 
infmnities of age. He has been a physician to their 
children and grandchildren and he still receives them 
at his mildly cluttered desks." Dr. McComas gave 
years of devoted service as an able and trusted 
family physician. Because of his vigorous leadership 
in the state, the last half century has seen progress in 
the field of Missouri medicine which might not 
otherwise have been achieved. 

On May 23, 1940, over 150 Columbians and 
Boone County doctors gathered at the Pinnacles, 
north of Columbia, to honor the "Sage of Sturgeon" 

This is my last correspo"dence from Dr. McComas. Dr. McComas was very active a/most u"til the day he died in November /956. 

who came to Boone County in 1837. A portion of 
the town of Sturgeon was donated from land ac
quired after a successful trip to the California gold 
rush in 1850. Dr. McComas' wife, Fannie Mayer, 
died in 1895 and their two sons both died at an early 
age. 

Dr. McComas was well known for the standard 
breed trotting horses that he raised and he once 
owned a dog which received 58 ribbons in field 
trials. In an interview with Dr. McComas, the 
Columbia Missourian stated, "He has brought babies 
into the world, brought them through the perils of 
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with a barbecue. Personal testimonials of his charac
ter, integrity, wisdom and honesty were given. 

It was Dr. McComas who suggested in 1922 that 
a new four-year medical school be constructed on 
the site of the cow pasture on the south end of 
Hillcrest Avenue (where it is today). 

McComas Award 

The first winner of the Arthur Rockford 
McComas Memorial Medical History Essay Contest 
for medical students was Warren A. Heffron, a 
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William G. Ridgeway as a third-year medical student. He graduated in /961. 
Photo by Mary Paxton Keeley 
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second-year student from Marshall, 
Missouri. Some years later, Dr. 
Warren Heffron won the Alumni 
Association's Physicians Service 
Award. The second year winner 
was William G. Ridgeway. The 
winning essay presentation was on, 
"The Ocular Problems of Some 
Famous Men." 

History of Medicine at 0/' Mizzou 

M.U. Displays Medical Relics 
Of Dr. Arthur R. McComas 
A collection of item, once owned 

by or related to the career of the 
late Dr. Arthur Rochford Mc
Comas. Sturgeon physician and 
liniversity alumnus, will be on dis
play in the main corridor of the 
t:niYcrsily M('dicat Sciences Build
in~ through Dec. 1. 

He received dcg:rc'es in SUT\'Cy· 

inf; and pedagoJ::Y (rom the Uni· 
vcrsity in 1888 and his M.D. degree 
from Beaumont Hospital Medical 
School. St. Louis. in 1890. 

He was active in his practice 
until he died in November, 1956. at 
the age of 88. For more than 35 
YCCtTS Dr. ~h'Comas worked to
ward the rc-('stahlishmrnt of thf' 
rour-year Srhool of Medicine at 
he Univ(,Tsity. Hr was i)TPst'nt at 
'l. ded,cation of the new Medical 
('nler in 1956. only a few days 
rore his death. 

e received the first Citation of 
it eVeT given by thp Me-dircll 
nni Assn. of the University 
,.1 month, bofore hi' death. 
man\" ,'('Clrs hp \V~~ chairman 
e ~ti·!'sollri Statr MN1ical 
~ health and education com· 
r. He wa~ instrumental in 
" up the St.lc Crippled Chil· 
s Sen·jee, anti wa!' a leader 

"tabli'hin~ the Ellis Fischel 
Ite Cancer Hospital. 
Most of the items in the dis· 

play were given or lent to the Med· 
ical Center Library by a nephew 
of Dr. McComas. A. G. McComas, 
lawyer of Elk City. Okla . 

In addition to the di,play. A. G. 
~lcComa~ gave- thE' Uni\'('rsity 
~omp 400 volumes from D. Me· 
("oma~'~ Iihrary. 

I ... ,t .June the School of Medi· 
cinC' announced thf' estahlishmrnt 
of the Arthur Rochford McComas 
:\1C'Oloriftl m('dical hislor~' f'ssay 
('o"lrst (or students enrolled in the 
,choo!. 

,. 
The amputation kit used by the late Dr. Arthur Roch
ford McComas. Sturgeon. is one of the items ' on display 
in the University Medical Sciences Building. A. G. Mc
Comas, (left), nephew of Dr. McComas, and William K. 
Beatty, medical librarian, examine th;" kit which w~s 
given to Dr. McComas in 1919 by the late Dr. A. W. Mc
Alester who was dean of the University School of Medi
citae for years. The collection includes photographs, 
letters, membership cards and citations of merit. 

Dr. McComas worked more than three decades to re-establish the medical school at 
Columbia. He is often considered the "Father" of the State Crippled Children s 
Program and of the gllis Fischel Cancer Hospital. 
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Dr. Arthur McComas had his office in a small while 
buildinG near the old family homestead in Sturgeon. He 
cared Jor the ill in his community since the horse and 
buggy era. He was often called, "Father" of the Crippled 
Children s bill and was a prime mover in the establishment 
of Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital. As chairman of the 
Missouri State Medical AssociatIOn Councilfi·om 1915to 
1937, he worked hard for the establishment of a four-year 
medical school at the university. When the third year of 
medicine was offered at the university in 1932-33, Dr. 
McComas was appointed to the teaching staff. He began 
practice in Sturgeon with his father, Dr. James M. 
McComas. 
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Anatomy dissection - Early 1960s 
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M. Pinson "Pappy" Neal, M.D. 

M. P;IIS0ll Neal. M.D. 

No history of medicine at 01' Mizzou would be 
complete without a tribute to Marcus Pinson Neal, 
often referred to affectionately by students as 
"Pappy." 

For half a century, M. Pinson Neal was a real 
pillar of the medical school. The memory of this 
great man has been a unifying force for five decades 
of MU graduates. 

Dr. Neal came to the University of Missouri and 
the medical school in September 1922 as professor 
of pathology and departmental chairman. In 1937 
and until 1946, the department of pathology and the 
department of medical bacteriology, preventive 
medicine, and hygiene were unified with Neal as 
chainnan. He served as acting dean of the school of 
medicine from September 8, 1951, to June 1953 
when an illness required him to relinquish the 
deanship. He voluntarily gave up the chainnanship 
of pathology in 1954. In June 1958, Dr. Neal became 
professor emeritus of pathology. 

The year 1971 marked the beginning of his 50th 
year at the University of Missouri-Columbia School 
of Medicine and his eighty-fourth birthday. More 
than 400 students, colleagues and friends met for a 
reception in his honor in the Alumni Lounge of the 
Memorial Student Union on September 24, 1971. 

Dr. Neal joined the Missouri State Medical 
Association (MSMA) in 1923. He continued to be 
active in organized medicine until his death. He was 
a delegate and alternate delegate to the MSMA 
House of Delegates, Councilor for the 5th District, 
and chairman of the Council of MSMA. 

At the III th annual session of the Missouri State 
Medical Association in st. Louis on March 23, 1969, 
a resolution honoring Dr. Neal was introduced in the 
House of Delegates by Dr. O. Donald Shull of 
Jefferson City, one of his fonner students. Dr. Neal 
received a standing ovation from the House of 
Delegates when the resolution was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. Following is the resolution: 

Whereas, The Membership of the 
Missouri State Medical Association 
recognizes that the evening shadows ru:e 
lengthening upon the life of one of theIr 
distinguished colleagues, and 

Whereas, This distinguished physician, 
teacher and tireless worker for the Missouri 
State Medical Association has earnestly 
endeared himself to his legions of friends 
and fonner students, and 

Whereas, His ideals, principles and 
devotion to his profession and its members 
have favorably influenced the life of 
physicians throughout the United States, and 

Whereas, This body assembled wishes 
to express its sincere gratitude and 
esteem for the distinguished elder 
statesman of medicine, be it 
therefore 
Resolved, That the Missouri State 

Medical Association at its III th annual 
session in st. Louis, Missouri, on the 23rd 
day of March, 1969, does hereby take this 

279 



History oj Medicine at Of' Mizzou 

Dr. Neal was extremely proud of his collection of pathology specimens. 
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Dean Roscoe Pullen. Dr. Neal. Dr. A. W. McAlester. III and Dr. Frank G. Mays 

opportunity to recognize the outstanding 
selVices and contribution ofM. Pinson Neal, 
M.D., to the medical and teaching profes
sion, and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution 
be duly signed by the President, SecretaI)' 
and Councilors of the Missouri State 
Medical Association and forwarded to Dr. 
M. Pinson Neal with the best wishes of the 
membership of the Missouri State Medical 
Association. 

Throughout Dr. Neal's years of classroom 
teaching, he was a stem taskmaster and somewhat 
feared by students. After leaving his class, it did not, 
however, take former students long to realize that 
Dr. Neal was truly their friend and would be in the 
years to follow. 

A native of Heflin, Alabama, Dr. Neal attended 
the University of Alabama and received his M.D. 
degree in 1912 from the University College of 
Medicine in Richmond, Virginia. He selVed formore 
than two years during World War I in the U. S. 

Army Medical SelVice in France and received a 
citation from General Pershing for his meritorious 
service to troops in the field. He taught briefly at 
Northwestern and the State University of Iowa 
before coming to Missouri. 

Dr. Neal was a great believer in the teaching 
value of the autopsy. Before Dr. Neal came to the 
University of Missouri in 1922, one autopsy had 
been performed in the county the previous year. 
While he was on the staff of the University Hospital, 
he performed more than 1,300 autopsies in Missouri. 
He would usually take his students along so they 
could learn from the post-mortem examination the 
first-hand knowledge of the cause of death. 

Dr. Neal was president of the Southern Medical 
Association and in 1968, he was awarded their 
Distinguished SelVice Award. The award is given to 
members who make outstanding contributions to the 
advancement of medical science and/or the 
association. Dr. Neal was 81 at the time of this 
award. At age 81, Dr. Neal seldom missed a day at 
his office and gave special lectures on frequent 
occasions. 
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) 
Before the days of air conditioning 

Always affectionately known as "Pappy" 

During autopsy dictation 
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Dr. Neal with Olle of his pathology classes. 

While in medical school, a disastrous fire 
occurred during Dr. Neal's sophomore year and, for 
two years, classes were held in an old, drafty former 
tobacco factory. Of the 39 medical students in the 
class, 5 got active tuberculosis the next year as a 
result of that experience. Two died. Dr. Neal was 
one of those contracting tuberculosis which required 
him to enter a sanitorium in North Carolina. He 

'worked in the research laboratory while a patient. 
The following resolution was introduced by the 

Boone County Medical Society at the Missouri State 
Medical Association meeting when Dr. Neal failed 
to attend his first annual session in over 50 years: 

Whereas, This is the first annual session 
of the Missouri State Medical Association in 
over 50 years that has not been attended by 
Dr. M. Pinson Neal, emeritus professor of 
pathology at the University of Missouri, 
Columbia, and 

Whereas, Dr. Neal is now recuperating 
from a fractured hip (Incurred while in his 
office at the University of Missouri School 

of Medicine) and is presently making an 
excellent recovery, and 

Whereas, Dr. Neal has served the 
Missouri State Medical Association in a 
great variety of ways during this last half 
century, has been an effective and dedicated 
teacher and friend to many generations of 
medical students, and 

Whereas, Dr. Neal has been a long time 
leader in his profession, past president of the 
Southern Medical Association and was a 
member of this house of delegates for many 
years, and 

Whereas, Dr. Neal is respected and loved 
by all the members of this association, and 

Whereas, Dr. Neal's son, Dr. M. Pinson 
Neal, Jr., has this month been named provost 
of the University of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the house of delegates of 
the Missouri State Medical Association ex
press to Dr. Neal their sincere congratu
lations on the accomplishments of Dr. M. 
Pinson Neal, Jr., and also of their heartfelt 
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Dr. Neal was a president of the Southern Medical 
Association. Some years later. his son. M Pinson. Jr .• 
followed him as president. 
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rI',,".,IlJ.ll & Margaret Flynn visiting with Dr. 
Nealon his 84th birthday 

-M Pinson Neal. Jr .• was a 1951 graduate of the two
year school. He has had a distinguished career as a 
professor and chairman of the department of radiology at 
the University of Virgmia-Richmond and served at 
provost of the University of Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 
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wishes for a most speedy recovery and a 
return to the 116th Annual Session of the 
Missouri State Medical Association in 
Kansas City, April, 1974, and 

Further Resolved, That a copy of this 
Resolution be sent to Dr. M. Pinson Neal at 
his present address of the Candle Light 
Lodge in Columbia, Missouri. 

Dr. Neal's wife, Mathilde, was also quite active 
in medical activities. She was the first president of 
the Boone County Medical Society Auxiliary and 
one of the charter members of the society. She was 
also president of the Missouri State Medical 
Association Auxiliary. 

In 1971, Dr. Neal completed his 125 page book 
The Genesis. Heritage and Progress oj Medical 
Education atthe UniversityoJMissouri. 1941-1970. 

Portrait oj Dr. M. Pinson Neal 

This portrait of Dr. Neal was painted by Daniel 
MacMorris of Kansas City. The presentation for the 
Alumni Association was made by Dr. A. W. 
McAlester, III, a graduate of the School of Medicine 
and grandson of Dean A. W. McAlester. The portrait 
hung in McAlester Hall Auditorium until the school 
moved to the new medical center in 1956. The oil 
portrait no longer hangs in the medical school 
library, but was rescued by John Townsend, 
professor and chairman of pathology, and resides in 
his office. 

Also present at the presentation were Dean 

Roscoe Pullen and Dr. Frank G. Mays, president of 
the Missouri School of Medicine Alumni Associ
ation. It was a splendid affair. 

Funds for the oil portrait were raised by former 
students of Dr. Neal and a scrapbook of letters from 
those former students was presented to Dr. Neal. As 
secretary of the Alumni Association, I wrote to our 
living alums and it was a real pleasure to receive the 
letters addressed to Dr. Neal expressing the students 
love and affection to him over the years. A bound 
copy of some 100 letters was presented to Dr. Neal 
at the alumni luncheon in 1957. Dr. Neal is shown at 
the luncheon with the bound copy of the letters on 
the table before him. 

Other pictures show Dr. Neal in his office and 
his most frequent stance was to sit on the edge of the 
table with one leg over the edge. Dr. Neal's high 
standards of competence inspired students during 
their professional lifetime. 

Dr. Neal was the first president of the Missouri 
Society of Pathologists. On his 84th birthday, the 
department of pathology presented Dr. Neal with an 
engraved gold watch. 

According to Dr. Neal, the hardest time for the 
medical school was in 1932 when the school was 
forced to go from a four-year school to a two-year 
school due to the depression. Actually, it had gotten 
only up to the third-year level when it was cut back. 
Everyone from the president to the lowliest 
employee got a 15% salary cut. 

In Dr. Neal's opinion, the MU school of 
medicine has a "captivating past, a challenging 
present, and an unbelievable, intriguing future." 

M. Pinson Neal, Jr. 

Dr. Neal's son, M. Pinson Neal, Jr., graduated 
from the two-year medical school in 1951. Dr. Neal, 
Sr., had much reason to be proud of his son who has 
had an illustrious career. In 1971, he was appointed 
assistant vice-president for health sciences and in 
1973, was named provost of Virginia Common
wealth University in Richmond. He was the first to 
assume this newly created post. Dr. Neal (Jr.) had 
received his degree from the University of 
Tennessee. He has been professor of radiology at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond. 
Both Dr. Neal and his son were presidents of the 
Southem Medical Association and both received the 
highest award, The Distinguished Service Medal. 

Dr. M. Pinson Neal, Jr. was the 23rd recipient of 
the Citation of Merit Awards. Today there is the M. 
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Dr. Neal working with a group of students 

Pinson Neal, Jr., Outstanding Resident Award in the 
department of radiology at the Medical College of 
Virginia/Virginia Commonwealth University. 

M. Pinson Neal Loan Fund 

The M. Pinson Neal Loan Fund was first estab
lished as a scholarship fund in the Missouri Medical 
School Foundation on June 6, 1956. It was accepted 
by the board of curators on June 7, 1958. The fund 
provided for a $100 M. Pinson Neal Annual 
Scholarship. The first contributions were made by 
Dr. Frank G. Mays and Dr. L. O. Muench, both of 
Washington, Missouri. 

At Dr. Neal's request, and with the concurrence 
of donors, the fund was changed to the M. Pinson 
Neal Loan Fund on April 30, 1961. At that time, 
Maxine W. Gottry was secretary of the University of 
Missouri Medical Foundation and Mary Helen Jones 
was the treasurer. As of March 31, 1997, the total 
worth of the Neal Fund was $26,634.58. 

After a serious fall from a ladder, Dr. Neal's 
health began to decline and in the Spring of 1973, he 
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made up his mind to sell his home on Maupin Road 
and move to the Candlelight Lodge. On June 30, 
1973, he had an auction sale for his home furnish
ings. 

I still recall that day in late Spring of I 964 when 
from my office at the northwest corner of Parker 
Hospital I could hear a loud and protracted cheer 
come up from the lecture room at McAlester Hall. It 
was the students accolade to Dr. M. Pinson Nealon 
the occasion of his last pathology lecture to the 
students. 

Dr. M. Pinson Neal died on August 18, 1973 at 
Boone County Hospital. Several of us were asked to 
speak at the memorial service for Nealon August 21 . 
Dean William D. Mayer had some especially appro
priate remarks. Some of Dean Mayer's remarks 
included the following: 

One of the highest honors of my life was 
bestowed upon me by M. Pinson Neal, Jr., 
distinguished physician and medical 
administrator, when he asked me if I might 
share a few words with you today 
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concerning his father, M. Pinson Neal, Sr. It 
is an honor for me that Dr. Neal's son has 
provided me with the opportunity to share 
with you the feelings of esteemed dignity 
and integrity which all of us have held and 
shall always hold for Dr. Neal, the father. 

I would suggest that all of us have been 
impressed in some small way, or large, 
consciously on subconsciously, knowingly 
or not, by the truly remarkable force and 
spirit that was represented in each of us by 
M. Pinson Neal. Obviously, each of you, as 
you sit here today, know that of which I 
speak. For each of you, the form, the nature 
and the occasions of the impact were 
different. But I suspect that for each of us 
the benefit was lucidly clear. 

For me, personally, it began twelve years 
ago when as a fledgling pathologist, newly 
in receipt of my board certification, I arrived 
as a young assistant professor in the 
department of pathology at the University of 
Missouri. I had the good fortune to share 
office space with Dr. Neal, then in his 
seventies and over four decades my senior. 
I soon learned that this emeritus professor 
with an active analytical and penetrating 
mind, was capable of contributing daily to 
the growth and development of myself and 
other young faculty members. I often used to 
think, "If this is M. Pinson Neal at the three
quarters of a century mark, what must he 
have been at half-century or quarter-century 
or in the years intervening?" 

As I traveled through the state and as I 
visited alumni of the School of Medicine, 
the answer and the magnitude of his impact 
over those years became clear. From 
everywhere, graduates would say, "How is 
Pappy Neal doing?" To be followed quickly 
by such statements as, "I never had a greater 
teacher. He made us work hard, but I'm 
thankful he did." It is this man and his full 
understanding of the dignity of man, 
reverence for life and the respect for oneself 
and for all whom one serves, and of the true 
meaning of the words quality and integrity, 
who has honored all of us in this unique 
capacity to make these insights meaningful." 
We will honor M. Pinson Neal not by being 
here today, but by remembering that which 
he helped us learn about life and death and 

the nature of man and by remembering our 
obligation to share what he has shared with 
us with those who will live after we have 
departed. 

Dr. Neal was buried in Heflin Cemetery In 

Heflin, Alabama. He was eighty-five years old. 

New Chairman of Pathology Appointed 

In 1954, Dean Pullen turned to the task of 
finding a new chairman for the department of 
pathology since Dr. M. Pinson Neal, who had been 
chairman since 1922, was giving up the 
departmental reign by 1954. "Pappy" Neal would be 
difficult to replace. The thin and soft-spoken 
pathologist was one of the medical school's most 
revered faculty members. To succeed Neal as 
department chairman of pathology, Pullen chose Dr. 
Joseph E. Flynn. His appointment became effective 
July I, 1954, as professor and chairman. At the time 
of his appointment, Dr. Flynn was an associate 
professor of pathology at Columbia University 
College of Medicine in New York City. 

-

Dr. Joseph E. Flynll 

Dr. Flynn remained in this post from 1954 until 
he died at age 48 on October 23, 1960. Dr. Flynn is 
buried at the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery 
in St. Louis County. 
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Dr. Flynn was born in Dubuque, Iowa, on July 
10, 1912. He was an alumnus of Loras College in 
Dubuque and received his doctor of medicine degree 
from the state university of Iowa in 1938. He 
interned in Cincinnati and taught pathology at the 
state university of Iowa from 1939 to 1941. From 
1941 to 1945, he was with the Columbia University 
faculty and on the staff of the Army and Navy 
General Hospital in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

After serving in the Army, he was appointed 
assistant professor of pathology at Columbia 
University and was advanced to associate professor 
in 1948. 

Dr. Flynn served as president of the Missouri 
Society of Pathologists in 1957-68. He was married 
to Miss Margaret Alberti on May 12, 1938. Both his 
daughter, Phoebe, and son, Timothy, are graduates 
of our school of medicine. The distinguished career 
of Dr. Margaret Flynn is discussed elsewhere in this 
book. 

----------------------------~----

Dr. John F Townsend 
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Dr. John Townsend graduated from the Mizzou 
school of medicine in 1961. At that time, he received 
the Missouri State Medical Association's award as 
the top student in his class. He also won the Parker 
B. Francis Award in anesthesia and the surgery 
award. Few students have ever equaled or surpassed 
John's scholastic record, including his undergraduate 
and medical school days. 

Dr. Townsend has served as professor and 
chairman of pathology since Dr. Fred Lucas left in 
1977. The department is now the department of 
pathology and anatomical sciences. He is a long-time 
member of the executive committee of the medical 
staff. Few departmental chairs are more highly 
esteemed and respected by their own faculty than is 
Dr. John Townsend. 

Some years ago, the school of education building 
was named after Dr. Townsend's father, professor 
Loren G. Townsend. Dr. Loren Townsend continues 
active and is the author of a recent book. He will be 
100 years old in the Spring of 1998. 

/ 
I 

{ 

After having been interim chairman following Dr. Fred 
Lucas, Dr. John Townsend was appointed permanent 
chairmanofthepathologydepartment in September 1978. 
He was the first graduate oj Mizzou s four-year medical 
school to become a department chair at his alma mater. 



James Austin Finch, Jr. 
-Over a Decade as President of 

The Board of Curators 

To fill the vacancy created by the death of John 
Wolpers on May 21, 
1951, Governor Fonest 
Smith nomi-nated 
James A. Finch, Jr., a 
prominent Cape 
Girardeau attorney on 
June 4, 1951. It was a 
critical time as far as the 
board of curators deci
sion to re-establish the 
four-year School of 
Medicine at the Uni
versity of Missouri. 
While Wolpers favored 
the Colwnbia location, 
no one knew how the 
new appointment, Jim 
Finch, would vote. 
Some believed that the 
vote was split 4-4 on the 
board of curators with 
Mr. Finch likely to cast 
the deciding vote. 

Sometime after Mr. 

bia. A major ally of our medical school, and 
living in Cape Girar
deau, was Dr. Raymond 
C. Ritter. Dr. Ritter has 
been a wonderful friend 
and colleague for al
most five decades. 

Mr. Finch moved 
quickly into a leader
ship position on the 
board and became its 
president in 1954. He 
would remain president 
for almost eleven years. 
He succeeded Powell 
McHaney as president 
of the board of curators 
and, in fact, was presi
dent at the time of the 
dedication of the medi
cal school and hospital 
on November 10, 1956. 

When James A. 

Finch was appointed to 
the board, I took the 
train home to Columbia 
from Bellevue Hospital 
in New York and drove 

Major James A. Finch served in the Army Air C01pS 
from 1942 to 1945. 

Photo courtesy of Mrs. James A. Finch, Jr. 
and Mrs. Gail Hubbell 

Finch, Jr., died on April 
1, 1988, at age 80, 
Henry Andrae, a Jeffer
son City attorney, who 
also served on the 
University of Missouri 
board of curators said, 

down to see Mr. Finch. It was a cold, snowy 
day, but I anived in time to spend a couple of 
hours with Mr. Finch, during which time he was 
very friendly and cordial. He asked a number of 
meaningful questions and I left feeling 
somewhat encouraged. 

I am confident that Jim Finch was wooed by 
persons on both sides of the debate, including 
Powell McHaney and George C. Willson of St. 
Louis. At one point, Mr. and Mrs. Finch were 
guests of Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Hendren in Inde
pendence. When the vote was finally taken, 
Curator Finch voted for the re-establishment of 
the four-year school on the campus at Colum-

"Finch was generally considered the preeminent 
curator ever to serve on the university's board." 
He said fwiher, "He is a shining example of 
every graduate that ever came out of the 
university and those still to come." 

Governor John M. Dalton appointed Finch 
as ajudge on the Supreme Court of Missouri in 
January 1965. Mr. Finch's tenn on the board 
expired January 1, 1965. He was on the state's 
highest bench for ten years and served as chief 
justice of the cowi from 1971 to 1973. 

Judge Finch was born November 13, 1907, 
in St. Louis. His early youth was spent in 
southeast Missouri in the town of New Madrid, 
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Dr. Hugh ~. St.ephenson, Jr. 
Nev Tork Universit,. 
Bellewe I-!edic.l Center 
Post-Graduate I'.edl.cal School 
477 First A yenue 
New York 16, Nev York 

Dear Dr. Ste~henson I 

SepteJllber 21, 19$1 

Since writing ,.au a letter toda,., I h .... reeeiYed 
,.our let.ter or September lEt.h. Thank,.au verJ k1ndl,. ror the 
excellent. "",gest.iona which ,.au h ...... de rel.t.i ve t.o poasible 
suggeat.iona t.o interest the urio ... Foundationa. I v1ll t.aIee 
the211 up vi th Dr. Micldlebu.h and Georga WUlaon. 

Mr. Finch s .... to t.aIee t.he position that. good 
8chool can be located either place, that ta, !t.ns .. Cit,. or 
ColUlllbia. I haft cited h1lll the quotation rna the Aaerican 
Medical Associ.tion' a surftJ shoving th.t or the firteen highest. 
ranking Ichools 001,. one va •• dirtded achool. Thta 8hoo~ h1lll 
• bit , .nd it I had other intol'llat.ion reht.ive to the ranking 
or 1HId1cal IChools, I might Ihalee hia more. 

Dr. Grab .. is going to aee Finch taoorrov it h. com .. 
through here on his V8J to Columbi •• 

With kindest. person.l reg.rda. 

Sincere17 ,.Ourl 

/~~~-
Powell il. McHan.,. 

PI:tlcH .SEL 

Mr. Finch was undecided for several months. 
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I"IIIIANK IaTONNIUt. C"AMOI, September 24, 1951. 

Dr. Huc~ E. Stephenson, Jr., 
Department or Surgery. 
New York University -
.' ellevue Hedical Center, 
477 First Avenue. 
liew York 16. New York. 

Dear Dr. Stephenson: 

I am in receipt or your letter or 
September 19th in which you have gone at quite 
some length into a further discussion or tha 
problem involvIng the location or the Medical 
School. I ap~reciate very much receiving this 
additional inrormation rrom you. I read your 
letter but have not studied it as carerully aa 
I want to. and ir arter goin~ over it rurther I 
have any questions about it ~ will write you 
further. 

JAFJr:CB. 

lilt ••• MICC 

UIC",n". 1I000IUtO 

w. " .• LlllIE" 
" .............. NCH.". 
"""NIC IITONNIE .. 

".CUTIVIE COfilMITT&II 

J .......... ITH.U .... 
LaT •••. COII 
J . ... O,.... 

Mr. Finch wrote on September 24. 1951. A major ally of our medical school. and 
living in Cape Girardeau. was Dr. Raymond C. Ritter. A good friend of Jim Finch. 
Dr. Ritter was also a wonderful friend and colleague for almost five decades 
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University of Missouri board of curators shortly after the 
appointment of Mr. Finch. who is on the far right of the front row. 

Judge Finch is the second from the right. 
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where his father was regarded as a very renowned 
and capable lawyer. He came to the University of 
Missouri-Columbia in 1927 and graduated with an 
A.B. degree in 1930 and a doctorate of jurisprudence 
degree in 1932. 

Jim Finch at his desk on Feb,ualY J 964 

He distinguished himself on the campus as being 
an outstanding leader. He was president of the senior 
class in arts and science, active in YMCA, president 
of the Athenaen Society and president and captain of 
the varsity debate squad and vice-president of the 
forensic board. He ran for and was elected president 
of the student body, with a campaign slogan, "Finch 
for Fairness." Each semester, he was on the 
scholastic honor roll and was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa. After admission to the law school, he made 
the highest grade in his freshman law class and 
served on the editorial board of the prestigious Law 
Review. He was elected to membership in the Order 
of the Coif, the highest scholastic achievement a 
student may earn in the law school. Following 
graduation, he served for several months as assistant 
attorney general of Missouri, following which he 
and his father formed the law flrm of Finch and 
Finch in Cape Girardeau. His younger brother also 
joined the firm. In 1942-45, Jim Finch served as a 
major in the Anny Air Corps, mostly in the 
European Theater of War. 

After the appointment as judge of the Supreme 
Court of Missouri, he served for fourteen years. He 
was a member of the Missouri Bar Association and 
a Fellow of the American Bar Association. He was 

Commencement activities 

a member and past president of the Missouri Law 
Foundation and he received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the law school of the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. From the law school at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia, he receivcd a 
Certiflcate of Merit and in 1966, his alma mater 
conferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws. He was elected to the Missouri Academy of 
Squires in 1963 and was the flrst president of the 
Missouri Supreme Court Historical Society. In 1964, 
the Society of Phi Delta Kappa presented him with 
an award as the layman who had done the most for 
education in Missouri. 

Judge Norwin D. Houser said of Judge Finch, 
"He had an exceptional gift of leadership, born of 
devotion to any cause that enlisted the interest, 
together with the willingness to invest whatever 
time, energy and work was necessary to master a 
subject and enlist the cooperation of others. He did 
his homework. When he spoke on any subject, he 
spoke with the voice of authority. When he spoke, 
people listened. He knew what he was talking about, 
and those who heard him knew he knew what he was 
talking about." He also said of Jim Finch, that he set 
a "high water mark of excellence." 

At the time of his death, one newspaper editorial 
writer commented, "It was not simply his remarkable 
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Curator president Finch with Chancellor 
Schwada. 

intelligence that makes him so memorable a person, 
fonnidable though his mind was. It was the 
judgement, the character of the man that shown 
through so unmistakably." 

"Jim Finch was simply one of the great ones. 
Very few men have ever served their community, 
their state and nation with the unasswning but 
remarkable distinction that he brought to any task he 
faced." 
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My last correspondence with Mr. Finch was on 
October 1, 1982: 

Dear Jim: 

Enclosed is a copy of the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the graduation of the four-year 
medical school class. I do hope that you will 
always be extremely proud of the very sig
nificant role you played in the decision to 
establish the four-year medical school. 

It is hard to believe that more than a 
quarter of a century has passed. 

I do know that we will always be very 
grateful to you. 

Sincerely, 

Helen and Jim Finch celebrated their fiflieth wedding 
anniversalY a year before his death. 

Photo Courtesy Mrs. Gail HubbeH & 
Mrs. Ja(J1es A. Finch, Jr. 



Medical School Planning Moves Forward -
President Middlebush Comes To New York City 

- New Dean Selected 

On June 14, 1952, I wrote President Middlebush 
from Bellevue Hospital as follows: 

Dear President Middlebush: 

The kindness of Mr. Cowan and yourself in 
inviting me to join you for dinner Wed
nesday night was most appreciated. To share 
with you two in a discussion of some of your 
thoughts relative to a complete four-year 
medical school, was particularly an added 
pleasure. After the University of Missouri's 
dreams of a medical school for so many 
years, the realities of the actual concrete 
planning must be all the more exciting. We 
can be grateful for the long delay in that we 
have been forced to examine and re-examine 
the broad objectives and purposes that this 
newest member of the University of Mis
souri family will be likely to fulfill. 

As was suggested by both of you, I have 
contacted Dr. Lester J. Evans and we are 
going to meet together Monday (June 16) 
afternoon. In preparation for our meeting, he 
sent me a good bit of data 
for me to review. I am 
looking forward to meeting 
him and learning more of 
his views about "compre
hensive medicine" and 
increasing integrated 
medicine with particular 
emphasis on ambulatory 
outpatients, about which we 
discussed the other evening. 
His concept that the general 
physician offers the simp
lest road to comprehensive 
medical care, providing that 
the medical educator is able 
to train the competent gen
eral physician seems almost 
tailor made for the Missouri 
situation ...... . 

Dr. Evans' views on medical education could 
have been given this year and would still seem as 
relevant! Especially his points about ambulatory care 
and training of the general practitioner. 

On February 11, 1953, President Frederick A. 
Middlebush wrote to indicate that he was traveling 
through New York City and hoped that he and I 
would be able to have "a good visit." 

We did indeed have a long talk about various 
aspects of the proposed four-year program. This 
included a long walk together through Central Park. 

A new hospital, a new nurses dormitory, and a 
new medical sciences building had to be built in 
Columbia to inaugurate the four-year program. 
There was some disagreement about the best site for 
the new buildings, however, and by 1952 the 
curators had not yet decided on a location. 

Search For New Dean 

In addition to choosing a site for the new 
buildings, the curators had to find a new dean for the 
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"Hospital Drive" circa 1948 

medical school. When Dean Trawick Stubbs 
resigned on September 8, 1951, the curators had 
named Dr. M. Pinson Neal as acting dean on 
September 8. He was considered only a temporary 
replacement, however, because he wanted to return 
to teaching pathology. Moreover, Neal was already 
64 and was not in the best of health. 

Weaver Declines Offer 

At the same meeting when the curators had 
named Neal as acting dean, they had appointed a 
committee to search for a new, permanent dean. One 
year later, the committee offered the deanship to Dr. 
Myron Weaver, the dean of the University of British 
Columbia Medical Faculty. Weaver had previously 
been Assistant Dean at the University of Minnesota 
under dean Harold Diehl- an earlier consultant to 
the curators. Missouri newspapers reported that 
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Weaver was to be the new dean. And, the univers
ity's office of public information prepared a news 
release that began: "Columbia, MO, August 22, 
1952 - "President Frederick A. Middlebush 
announced today that Dr. Myron Weaver, dean of 
the faculty of medicine at the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., has been appointed 
dean of the University of Missouri School of 
Medicine." But the press was jumping the gun -
Weaver declined the curators' offer. (More on this 
later) 

The search committee deliberated several 
additional months before offering the deanship to 
Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen. On January 9, 1953, President 
Middlebush announced that Pullen would become 
the dean. 

It was the Council on Medical Education of the 
American Medical Education Association, headed by 
Ward Darley, that recommended Roscoe Pullen to 
President Middlebush. 



RICK A . MIDDLEI!!IUaH 

\\ PRIr:610!:NT 

University of Missouri 

COLUMBIA 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 

Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

June 23, 1952 

New York Un1vers1ty~ellevue Med1cal Center 
New York Un1vers1ty Post-Graduate Med1cal School 
477 F1rst Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

My dear Hugh: 

I apprec1ate very much your letter of 
June 14 and the enclosures. We are mov1ng ahead 
w1th our plann1ng program. We leave for Little 
Rock tomorrow and on July 7 and 8 we plan to 
v1.1t Charlottesv111e and Chapel H111. 

It was good to have a v1s1t w1th you in 
New York the other day. 

W1th kindest personal regards, I beg to 
rema1n 

Fa1thfully yours, 

President Middlebush and members of the board visited a number of 
medical schools on campuses such as University of Missouri. 

University of Missouri 

COLU .... ' • 

..... &DE .. ICK A . MIDOLEBU.H 

February 11, 1953 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
New York Un1versity Post-Graduate Medical School 
477 F1rst Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

My dear Hugh: 

I have your letter of February f1fth which 
I have read with much 1nterest . Accord1ng to my 
present schedule I expect to be 1n New York on 
Saturday of this week and w111 be stay1ng at the 
New York Un1vers1ty Club. On Sunday I have a meet1ng 
of the Assoc1at10n of Amer1can Un1vers1t1es and I 
have some tentat1ve app01ntments for Saturday. I 
w1sh, however, that you would get 1n touch w1th me 
at the Un1vers1ty Club. I am certa1n I can f1t 1n 
t1me for a good v1s1t w1th you 1f you are ava11able. 

W1th k1ndest personal regards, I beg to rema1n 

Fa1thfully yours, 

President Middlebush and I took a long walk in Central Park. It was exciting to 
hear his vision for the medical school 
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The Hearnes Center had just been completed when this pix was taken. Stadium Hlvd. is on the right between Hearnes 
and the VA Hospital. Hospital Drive ,uns/rom stadium between the medical center and the VA Hospital. 
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The Building of the Medical School '~ 

and University Hospital . ~ 
' ~4, ~:",:":" ' 1~ ------------------------------....:::::;t.; " '-- J:-

A new hospital, a new nurses dormitory, and a 
new medical science building had to be built in 
Colwnbia to inaugurate the new four-year pro
gram. There was some disagreement about the 
best site for the new buildings, however. By 

,1\<(1 , r 
i \ -= .. / .&.:1. 

, ~ -• .".\;.( ',- !... / f · 

,~ ~ ' ... ;;;.' '\ - ~:~ \ 

Selecting the Site ~ .,: . -

Middlebush, in turn, sought recommenda
tions from the medical faculty. One who offered 
an opinion was the school of medicine acting 

"The beginning of a great medical center" was the title of this photograph by MOlY Pax. She was very proud of this 
photograph which she had taken on that early December morning at the time when the first shovel full of dirt was 
being removed for the construction of the hospital and medical school. 

1952, the curators had not yet decided on a dean, Dr. M. Pinson Neal, who told Middlebush 
location. They consequently formed a five-man that there were four possible sites for the new 
committee to review possible sites, and made buildings; the area surrounding the two-year 
James Finch the committee's chairman. The medical school buildings; the open land near the 
committee then asked for a site recommendation Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital; the area 
from University President Frederick Middle- south of the men's gymnasiwn; and the land that 
bush. formerly was the university golf course, on 

which the university had erected temporary 
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YlJ)IQ!SDAY, APRIL 16, 1958 18 PAGES-J SECI'IONS 

IJ~hn Epple Is Low Bidder 
On Addition to Hospital; 

Is Read to Start Tone hi 
John Epple was again low bidder Jor the hospital addition in 1958. 

\ 

, ,~,OOl.!IJOIo,=IIO:::':::=·' PA::=-:::::="N~M' 'I.'''' , 

'~ ike's 
EppieGeta 

J 
Contrael for 
M.U. H08pital 

John Epple was low bidder Jor 
the hmpital constmction. 
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IEpple's $1,742,000 Bid Wins 
IContract for Medical Building 
Total Cost of $2,950,400 
Awarded by Board of Curators 

T'be University Board of CUT.ton C. Wal1.1ee P lumbin, Company 01 \cd., awarded the C'OI'Iluct for OaUas on their combin.ltioa bid ot 
,enera' C'OI'IltruCtion of I new Medi- 1112 ,$31, mllkinc the total coct of 
cal Sciences 8 uildina to the John conlracll awarded $2,150,400. 
Epple Construction Company of Co<>. Tht' Curators awarded aU roo
!umbia at • low bid pri~ of n .- tncu oa the bli lLs ot low bids 
1&2,000. on their P lio II base pt"OpOAl, 

The contnct tor cle<:lrh::al work which sp«.if1el the date of roal

was IWa.rdcd to the J . A. U vin, stoa pled on of the CODlrlct as Dec. 3D, 
D KtriC Company. of St. Lows for 1~. but doe, DOt euct liqw.:s..ted 
12t~,"', and the plum binl . helt- dllma&H from the contractor for 
~ ventilatinl. and air-condition- f.ailun! to complete by that time. 

John Epple s low bid Jor the medical science building on November 20th. 1954 

Two oj Mr. John Epple s sons. Robert C. Epple and John A. Epple. Jr .• assisted 
him in the construction of the university hospital and medical school. Both have 
continued to be outstanding members oJthecommunity. Mrs. John A. Epple. Jr .• 
served effectively as a member oJthe university board of curatorsJrom 1983 to 
1989. including a year as president. Over twenty years rater, John A. Epple. Jr .• 
and Robert C. Epple and their wives donated thirty-three acres oJland south oj 
Research Park and just south oj Hinkson Creek to the university. On October 
17. 1976. Chancellor Herbert Schooling presided at the dedication oj the 
Lawrence King Epple and Kathryn Christman Epple Recreation Area. The two 
doctors. both graduates oj our medical school had been killed earlier in a tragic 
automobile accident. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

barracks to house a post-war glut of students. Neal 
subsequently recommended the area surrounding the 
two-year medical school because that site would 
allow the four-year school to use the older medical 
buildings - McAlester Hall, and Parker and Noyes 
Hospitals. Middlebush followed Neal's lead and 
made the same recommendation to the curators 
committee. He suggested that new buildings 
constructed just west of McAlester Hall could be 
connected with the old buildings by a walkway over 
Sixth Street. 

The curators rejected Middlebush's recom
mendation. They believed that the area near 
McAlester Hall was too small to provide ample 
parking and room for future medical school 
expansion. Instead, they chose the area between 
Defoe and Crowder Halls, extending south to 
Stadium Boulevard - the location of the old golf 
course. This 13-acre area was close to the center of 
campus, but it was still big enough to allow for 
parking and future expansion. The temporary bar
racks located on the site were vacant and could be 
tom down with impunity. 

At the beginning, the construction phase of the 
new teaching hospital began with the submission of 
bids for grading the site and installing underground 
plumbing and footings for a start of the medical 
center. John Epple Construction Co. was the low bid 
at $62,600. Seven companies had submitted bids. 

Construction Contract Awarded 
for the New Hospital 

On December 11, 1952, the University of 
Missouri board of curators meeting in an eight-hour 
session at Rolla, awarded $7,303,912.54 in contracts 
for the construction of the teaching hospital in 
Columbia. The plumbing, heating, ventilation, and 
air conditioning contract was awarded to the Wallace 
Plumbing Company of Dallas, Texas. 

S. C. Sachs Electrical Company ofSt. Louis won 
the electrical work bid. The elevators and dumb
waiters were bid to a st. Louis ftrm also. 

It was not until October 25, 1954, that the 
University of Missouri started advertising for bids 
for a medical science building that would cost 
approximately $3.5 million. Subsequently, the 
curators awarded contracts for $2,950,400 for the 
medical science building. The John Epple 
Construction Co. was the low bidder for the medical 
science building, awarded on November 20, 1954. 

The B.D. Simon Construction of Columbia 

received a $286,900,00 contract to build 
underground steam and water supply tunnels. 

M. U. M.edicaJ 
Contract to 

Epple Firm 
Curators Collt!ider At

tack 011 School ill 

J..egislature 
ST. LOUIS, Jan. 9 t6I - A pre

liminary construction contract [or 
the tirst building of the new med
ical achool at the Unl\'eraity of 
Missouri in Columbia was let here 
today by the university', board of 
curators. 

The contract tor grading of the 
site, excavatioN, footings and 
plumbing tor the building went 
to the John Epple Construction 
company, of Columbia on a low 
bid of 562,600. 

Leslie Cowan, vice president of 
the university and secretary o{ ' 
the board oC curators, emerged 
{rom the board's closed meetln« to 
make the announcement. 

The board's meeting was ex-
pt:"Cf("'(i t(, h· ~.t , 'tJ·I;o.1 . ;' :h~ -'Ct·'-

Cowan re\Xl,·tccl that .. l'eSolu
tion Introduced ill the legislature 
by two Jackson county legislators 
aUacking const.ruction of a state 
medical school hospital at Colum
bia was being considered by the 
board. 

Two representatives frolll Ja~k
son county inh'oduced Wednesday 
a rE'solution to require the attor
ney general to have the courts 
determine the validity Of an ap- I 
proprialion that allocated .ix mil
lion dollars for a start on a Cour
}"ear state medical school. 

The representatives, Democrat 
Floyd Snyder and Republican 
Dwight Beals. maintain that Go\'. 
Forrest Smith im'alldated the en
tire appropriation measure by ve- . 
tolng a section of the bill. . 

On January 9, 1953, the 
contract was letfor the grading 
of the site, excavations, 
footings and plumbing for the 
new medical center" 
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The architect s drawing of how the completed medical center would appear. 

World War II barracks on the site for the new Health 
Sciences Center 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

Looking north from the hospital under construction shows the medical school 
building underway, the temporary dorms, and Rollins Field, where Missouri 
football games were played until the mid-J 920s. 

Added Power 

Five hundred thirty-seven thousand dollars of the 
original $13,500,000 medical school appropriation 
was used to improve the university's present power 
plant in order to supply the university hospital. 

A 16" pipeline to carry steam to the medical 
center and an addition to the power plant at Sixth 
Street and Stewart Road was carried out to double 
the previous heating capacity of the power plant. 

Air Conditioning 

Because of a lack of funds, only a small portion 
of the medical center was air conditioned at the 

onset. Individual patient rooms did not become air 
conditioned until the late Spring of 1975. In fact, the 
medical center was the last building on the campus 
to be constructed without air conditioning. The 
operating rooms and the animal research labs were 
air conditioned from the onset. 

It was not until the Fall of 1974 that the 
completion of full air conditioning for the university 
hospital was attempted. Air conditioning to all floors 
was soon completed and included such areas as the 
kitchen and laundry. The new system brought 
individual room thermostats to patient rooms, so that 
each room's temperature could be adjusted for the 
best comfort of the patient. 
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Barracks Come Dorm to Clellr Way for MelliCllI SdlOol .. 

World War II barracks occupied the site oJthe new medical center. 

The linkage oJthe university power plant to the medical center 
is shown being extended across the area now occupied by the 
law school and Brady Commons. 
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STUDENT KILLED IN CAR CRASH 
M. U. Announces Plan for 8-Story Teaching Hospital 

FRENCH LINER AGROUND WITH 200 ABOARD 
- -- - _. _----- -- --

, . ' ICllS 
ConstructIOn t i 

Will Begin I 
I\ext Month 

LillI' B'f'llk Tit's l'1' 
Truffic 011 Hip./llw,v 4U Big Ship \. 

lIolln i Breakin~ Up 
Off Berul 

. rPd ill CrmJ, ,rife Injured 

Hi. I. f .. r t"if"'lIPh_of 
• or"- ' "\11 fho Hl"'Md 

hnu.r:r 6 
The u' '' • • ,,''~ 01 ... ' ....,~r l ,,,,II 

sr¥~~;~~~:~?;!; ,~~~~~:~:'~1 
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iVt'llr BoolII'ille t Al Surl of 
lIoli,lay Trip 

( .. r IA.lli,l ..... ilh "n . 
ull'oor ',,"",in ...... ).!I •. " 
"",n .. fnr I hr._I," •• 

II. >" , .. ' . " , ~ ' . , . , . 

.. , 

... . "., ... .... . 
1< . . .. .. ... .~. " ... 

-

Plans were later revised to make the hospital seven floors instead oj eight. 

,Hpr/iral ."elll/O/ Grmrill1! Tallpr 

A \ It· .... of tile I~hlnr hOllPi la l. main Ulli l of tM nwd k .1 .a.e. bulldlnp 
thllt 0;>, 111 .. nabl,. thf> unl\"urity to f'Ipa!M lt$ nled lca l C'urriculum to • lull to~ 
'\ ' l! f :!o ~ho"" lIuper!ItrUMure for the wcond OOOr loin, Into p lac-f' Part of tIM nOM 
fnr th .. M"C"Ond rloo! hal ~n pour,.d , . nd .11 thf' floor t. 11'1 t OT tht' ma in n~r 

.00\'" ~ b'.M'mf'nt . 
nat!' plt'tur~ loolu to .... ard th. ~uth . ".,. .. l .... t.1tOty It.rudo.rto .. «hfOdulf'd tor 

tomplrUc)f) l!l Dt-C"t"mh.-r . lt~~ . • nd conWu('t lon hal not "ned Oft th. m f'd lra) 
!K' j ~n(, f'!ull~hJI o r thl!' nu r~' home ,., .. hich " ' 111 M located ltdj8C."fnt to t hf' ho. lHl . l 
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Shown here is a piclure oflhe early conslluclion oflhe universilY s new mall which slrelchs from Conley Avenue 10 Ihe 
medical cenler. Dirl being excavaledfrom Ihe new B&PA building UniversilY Avenue and Ninlh Sireel being used 10 
jill in Ihe area back of Brewer Field House. The mall has Iwo sidewalks and a 24' landscaped area bel ween 10 connecl 
Ihe medical cenler wilh Ihe red campus. 

Second Floor of M. V. Teodlin~ HOIJ'Jital Talcet ShaJJe 

A favorile paslime of Columbians was 10 drive by Ihe conslluclion of Ihe new medical cenler and observe ils 
progress. 
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THE COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE ~, . r"~ . ';" ;' \ ' ':::.''f'''~:'' 'b~ ';; 
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M. O. OPENS $3 MILLION MED. SCHOOL BID 
Western Powers Agree to Launch Atom Plan in U. N. 

Early 1954 

';",014" ~~~p",.; '. . ~j~g......... *"". ~."" 

. ~ .. ~. ~Mi Sciences Bldg . 
" . , 

, .s , ', · "<tn . d I 

Contract to 
Be Let Soon 

, , 
I", ... ,.,' , I ' 

" .. - .. 

The medical school eonsl1uetion began after the 
hospital eonstlUetion was well underway, 

Medical Science Building 
Behind Schedule 

Plans for the new medical sciences building 
were behind schedule early in 1954. Although 
the architects originally promised to finish the 
plans by July 1, 1954, they were unable to meet 
the deadline because they were having trouble 
designing those teaching departments that still 
did not have a chairman to direct the planning. 
Nevertheless, the plans were finished by the Fall 
of 1954 and the university awarded a contract to 
the John Epple Construction Company of 
Columbia for construction of the medical 
sciences building. The price was $1,742,000. 
Contracts awarded to other firms for plumbing, 
heating, air-condition and electrical systems 
brought the university's total to $2,950,000. 
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The Univer~ity of ~I i~~ouri \I edical School Building Rapidly Takes Shape. 

WITH nn: DONI 0,. Jasl HAU. POINTING UP THII BACKGROUND. lh. I-story teachlnr hospital tor Ihe JtMIinItJ of MlMourl m.d
Ir.&1 ""-. \I wlnr ruaIIed tow.rd • Jan...,.,. 1'!>6. openlnJ d.te. MeanUm • . a ltatt Ia Wlnl bu ilt. ...llh Iwonty-three l1li_ membtrs added. 
IUIII tAl .... _n .rt be.d. ot tho "epanIMnll ot luraery. radlolol[Y. akrObloloU and poych lalry. u .. II u .... ral deparUnenl bea4s wtthln 
TIl. unlv."", ~1I1. The tourth !loor ot UIe btl \tachln. ""'pll a l \I parUy onclOlled. Ih. lloon ot tbe tlfth ItOry are \n place and tho •• -
e.'.11On 'M lhe medle.1 ""Ie~ blltldlnr. behind UIe I.r .... r atruefUff. I •• 1_ """'pl.t.<!. Bid. tor tho .. I.ne. bulldlnl are to be op!' l1rd 
wllhln ..... -ltI- The nu","' hom . . ... 1 of lho hooplta!. may W complet.<! at .pproxlmattly tho am. limo u lbe otber boUdln,". F"'t 
I<> bo mad. read: II Ih. OUI -poti.nt wlnc of t~ hOo'pi l a l. Which II ",hodul.d for eomplttton by Mxl AU" "". An .,. bank and a bono bA nk 
are plannf'd for trw m~tC:AI ~f"ntf"r . 

Rapid Progress 011 M. V. Hospital 

The medical center represented the hllgest const/Uction project in mid-Missouri. 
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Hospital Builders Contribute Saturday's Pay to Speed 'Torchy' Along 
Ftlrt ~ -t 'l,e:ht or the 52 wurk, ' !" :-
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Here are afew of the unnamed heros of our story - those who helped in the actual construction of our medical 
center. 

The Epple Construction Company moved rapidly. 
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Note tile university observatOfY building in the immediateJoreground The Mid-Missouri Mental Health 
building and the VA Hospital had not yet been started 

Mid-Missouri Mental Health building completed 
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.... , I 
The medical science building nears completion. 

This aerial view (?fthe medical center was taken on May 1. 1964. At the top of the picture are 
seen the "temporwy barracks " Ji'om World Warn which were being used as oJJice space. 
One unit was used/or ovel'llight lodging/or indigent patients. In thejoregl'Ound. is the still 
totally un landscaped ji'Vnt lawn 0/ the medical center. 
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The Hearnes Center. as well as the VA Hospital. have been completed in this picture but work had not yet begun on the 
nursing school or the Lottes Library. 

312 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

This aerial view oj the south part oj the campus shows the medical center with the newly completed VA Hospital and 
nursing school building. The Lottes LibralY was yet to be constfUcted. The south end oJMem01ial Stadium had not been 
Jully completed. 
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The newly completed medical science building. Note the window air conditioning units. 
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Work on Medical Center on Schedule 
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Alll\fissouri Will Gain. 
Kansas City Times: Given good construction " .. €ather and no 

" ,rikes, the University of Missouri will offer a full, 4-year medical 
.chool curriculum in the Fall of 1956. 

The heart of the school, a 441-bed hospital. SIH>uld be completeQ 
In about eighteen months. Work has just begun on a 3 1 il-million
dollar medical science building and plans for a nurses' home are in 
the final .tages. Already the faculty has been increased by nearly 5(' 
per cent and more teachers are on the way. 

Within a few years the. school expects to graduate seventy-five 
physicians and as many nurses each year. In the past, Missouri's 
;young men and women who left the state to finish their medical train
ing often remained away. In the future the state will not only pro
duce mimy more physicians and nurses, but a far greater percentage 
should stay within its borders. The immediate advantages areob
,-ious. Basically, more doctors mean better health for the citizen 
of Missouri. But the 4-year medical school will bring other results 
too: communities that now are \\'ithout physicians will be encouraged 
to build hospitals. Practicing physicians will have facilities for im
portant graduate- studies. Hundreds of stpdents in allied fields such 
as bacteriology and biology will profit immensely. 

Rich and populous Missouri has been without a complete state 
medical school while other states forged ahead. Now we are moving 
fast to CO\'er lost ground. The long-range gains for the entire state 
IIhould be tremendous. 

Kansas City Times 



Dean Pullen Arrives 
June 1953 

In August of 1952, it was reported in the newspapers 
that Dr. Myron Weaver, dean of the University of 
British Columbia medical faculty, would become 
dean at the new medical school. On August 22 of 
that year, Dr. Weaver rejected the offer to become 
dean of the University of Mis-

After several months of deliberation, the search 
committee appointed to look for a new dean recom
mended Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen. Ward Darley of the 
Council on Medical Education of the AMA had 
recommended Roscoe Pullen to President Frederick 

souri School of Medicine, saying, 
"I prefer to stay here. We have 
enjoyed the experience of having 
started the medical school here 
and I want to keep on with the 
work." In commenting on the 
matter, Mr. Powell McHaney 
wrote me in New York on August 
22, 1952, 

Frankly, I was sorry that 
the paper jumped the gun 
in connection with Dr. 
Weaver. Someone at Co
lumbia apparently gave 
the reporter that infor
mation and, while it was 
substantially accurate, the 
timing was not good 
either for Dr. Weaver or 
the university. Dr. 
Weaver has done an ex
cellent job at the Univer
sity of British Columbia, 
but being an American 
citizen, he finds it a little 
difficult to continue there 
for very long. At the same 
time the news item came 

... Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen New 
Dean of School of Medicine 
Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen of the 

University of Texas has been ap
pointed Dean of the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine. His 
appointment was announced Jan. 
9 by President Frederick A. Mid
dlebush following .a meeting of 
the Board of Curators. 

Dr. Pullen is now Dean and 
Professor of Medicine at the Uni
versity of Texas Postgraduate 
School of Medicine in Houston 
and Professor of Clinical Medi
cine at Baylor University College 
of Medicine, also in Houston. He 
went to Houston from the School 
of Medicine of Tulane Uni
versity of Louisiana where he 
had served as Professor of Grad':
uate Medicine, Director of the 
Division of Graduate Medicine, 
and Vice-dean. 

Dr. Pullen, who succeeds Act
fng Dean M. Pinson Neal, will 
also have the titles of Professor 
of Medicine, Medical Consultant Dr. Roscoe L. PulleD 

Dean Roscoe L. Pulle'.' s appointment was anno~nced Jan~ary 9. 1953. by Presi,
dent Frederick A. Mlddlebush. Dean Pullen dId not arrive permanently untIl 
June 1953. 

out of Columbia, he had not talked with his 
president as he had expressed his desire to 
do so and he felt obligated to do. This may 
cause some trouble. 

L. Middlebush. Pullen came to the University of 
Missouri from the University of Texas-Post 
Graduate School of Medicine in Houston where he 
was professor of medicine and also professor of 
clinical medicine at Baylor University College of 
Medicine. Pullen's new salary was $17,000; the only 
university salary higher than this was that of 
President Middlebush. 

If it should develop that Dr. Weaver 
could not accept the position, then we will 
be in a little difficult position in offering the 
job to some other person. The other person 
will know that he is second choice and that 
is not good. 

Dean and Mrs. Roscoe L. Pullen and their two 
young sons arrived in Columbia in June 1953. Dean 
Pullen's arrival marked the beginning of a new era in 
the history of medicine for 01' Mizzou. The Pullen 
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AUGUST IS, 1952 

· ~M. U. Medic SChool 
I' : 

To Be Built i:t .. 'Area 
NQrth of Sladi °1 m Road 

Dr. Weaver Is' 
Slated for 

Dean's Post 
In August 1952, the media announced that Dr. Myron Weaver, oJthe University 
oj British Columbia, would be appointed dean. 

A/ier some deliberation, Dr. Myron Weaver decided to stay at the University oj British 
Columbia. It would be almostjour months beJore thefirst dean would be selected Jor the 
University oj Missouri-Columbia &hool oj Medicine s new Jour-year program. .. 
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Waver1~ I 
Do~.-~cali 

D e·an" Offer i 
Says ' Ii~'~fe"}to ~J 

mala at Canadian 
In8dtution .• "' 

v AJI COUVD, Brltiab Colum
bia, Aq. Z2 1.11 - Dr. MyrOn 
Weev8f, ~ ~fte Unlvenlty of 
Brltbh ColumbA medical facultY' 1 
today rejected an offer to become , 
dean of the Unlvenlt7 of MIuouri l 
~cal8Choo1. • 

III ~ down the Univenity i 
of MIuouri offer, Dr. W~ver said: " 

"I preth to ltay bere. We've 
eajoyed the experience of bavln. 1 
nart.ed . the medical .c:hool bere I 
and I want to lI:eep OD with the 
work." . _ .. ..... 

Dr. Weever jOlDecHIie Unlv~
t7 of BrJtt.h Columbia faculty In , 
the 'Summer of lJU. He lilrcame I 
• It.,. !ban In ~ eltabHlAmerit 

;::.m~~~.bere.~1 
;. . ' . . ..... , -: 
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family moved into a home on Morningside Drive 
near the eastern end of Wilson Avenue. 

President Frederick A. Middlebush wrote me on 
January 12, 1953: 

Dear Hugh: 
First I want to tell you that the board of 

curators at its meeting on Friday last week 
appointed Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen, dean of the 
University of Texas Postgraduate School of 
Medicine as dean of the medical school I am 
enclosing with this communication a copy of 
our newspaper release which will give in 
great detail Dr. Pullen's history. He was high 
on our list when we started our survey over 
a year ago. However, when I made inquiry 
about him, President Harris of Tulane told 
me that he had already accepted the ap
pointment at Texas. A few weeks ago, Dean 
Nicholson of Arkansas wrote me that he 
thought that Dr. Pullen was very disap
pointed in the Texas project and might be 
willing to consider favorably the Missouri 
position. Thereupon negotiations were 
opened up which resulted in the action 
referred to above. I spent two days at Hous
ton with Dr. Pullen, going over the Texas 
situation and also the Missouri situation and 
having secured a ftrst-hand picture, I can see 
why he felt very frustrated in his present 
post. We are taking up with the University of 
Texas the question as to how soon Dr. Pullen 
can be released to come to Missouri, 
presumably it will be about the ftrst of June. 
In the meantime, he will be available for 
part-time service on a consulting basis on the 
hospital and medical school planning and 
also for work on the development of the 
staff. I have talked with him about our 
interest in your case and he, I may say, is 
very much interested. I should like to keep in 
touch with you on the possibility of your 
coming on to the Missouri clinical staff. I 
assume that the effective dates of the clinical 
appointments will be sometime ahead and in 
the meantime you, of course, would have to 
plan your course of action. I am strongly of 
the opinion that there is a real future at the 
University of Missouri in these clinical 
positions and needless to say, if it can be 
worked out, I would be very pleased to see 
you occupying a very prominent position in 
the organization. I would appreciate it if you 

would keep in touch with me as we move 
along. 

You probably already know that we are 
beginning our new legislative session and 
two of the Kansas City legislators have 
already introduced a resolution to the effect 
of which, if it is passed, would be to block 
our use of the $6,000,000 already ap
propriated. We should know within the com
paratively near future the outcome of the 
issue. As the Globe-Democrat has said in a 
good editorial: 'They never quit.' 

House Appropriations Committee 
Votes 56 Million 

By a margin of two votes, the House Ap
propriations Committee, on December 5, 1952, cut 
the proposed $9 million appropriations for a four
year medical school to $6 million. This amendment 
to the Omnibus Bill to cut the proposed medical 
school appropriation was adopted on a 54 to 52 vote 
as the House refused an amendment to establish the 
school in Kansas City. Both Representatives Orner 
Avery of Lincoln County and Austin Hill, of 
Howard County, fought hard to see that the $9 
million appropriation was maintained. 

Earlier in the Spring of 1953, there was some 
concern that Dean Pullen might be drafted into the 
Annyas the New Orleans Draft Board classifted him 
lA. The draft board subsequently infonned him that 
he would be inducted into the anned services on 
June 16. Still, the Pullen family went ahead with 
plans to move from Houston to Columbia on June 1. 
Both the University of Texas and the University of 
Missouri petitioned the draft board to defer Pullen's 
induction, and he was granted a defennent. He had 
not originally planned to become dean until August 
1, 1953, but the illness of Interim Dean M. Pinson 
Neal prompted the board of curators to move Pul
len's appointment up to June 1. 

Dean Pullen's 
Vision for Medical School 

From the very start, Pullen considered one of the 
primary goals of the medical school to be that of 
educating doctors for Missouri's rural areas. He 
shared the hope of others that the four-year school 
would make it possible for men and women with 
limited ftnancial means from rural areas of the state 
to pursue a medical education. Pullen himself had 
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grown up in a small town in southern Illinois and his 
family had been of modest means. 

Dean Pullen definitely believed that the new 
medical school should be strongly committed to 
investigative efforts as well as to his primary goal of 
training doctors for rural Missouri. 

He repeatedly told the press and medical groups 
around the state that the medical center would 
concentrate on research dealing with heart disease 
and cancer. Most of his early faculty appointments 
were of those individuals who had a strong focus on 
cardiovascular research efforts. 

The mid-1950s was a heady time for scientific 
and medical research. For instance, in 1953, James 
Watson and associates published a historical descrip
tion of the structure of DNA. The first successful 
kidney transplant was performed at Boston's Peter 
Bent Brigham Hospital on December 24, 1954, 
almost fifty years after Guthrie's experimental work. 
At the same time, researchers were racing to develop 
a vaccine against polio. Our own Fred Robbins was 
to win a Nobel Prize for his work on polio. Suc
cessful field trials with the Salk vaccine in 1954 and 
1955 led to its being heralded as polio's conqueror. 
The last death at the university hospital from 
poliomyelitis occurred on November 10, 1956, the 
day of the dedication of the new University of 
Missouri Medical Center. 

Obviously, it was a huge job that Pullen was 
facing when he asswned the deanship. The job called 
for outstanding leadership and organizational skills 
as well as considerable vision. In the summer of 
1953, the medical school was comprised of four 
divisions; school of medicine proper, the department 
of nursing education, the University Hospital, and 
the State Crippled Children's Service. The dean of 
the medical school was in charge of all four and had 
to maintain a separate budget for each. 

Although only 38 years old, Pullen had con
siderable experience in medical school and hospital 
administration. He had been assistant hospital 
director of Charity Hospital in New Orleans from 
1944 to 1946 and had been medical director of the 
King County Hospital System in Seattle, Washing
ton, in the late I 940s. An Illinois native, with an 
M.D. degree from Northwestern University, Pullen 
also was a prolific writer. He had authored or co
authored about 50 journal articles and studies and 
had written two widely used medical texts. In ad
dition, he had become editor of the American Lec
ture Series in internal medicine in 1951. 

A huge effort in recruitment of new faculty 
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personnel would be required. Planning the new 
curriculum for the four-year program would be 
taxing. And, of course, the construction of the new 
medical school, nursing school and the university 
hospital would require hours of planning and close 
work with the st. Louis architectural firm of 
Jameson, Spearl, Hammond and Gorelock. 

Even at this early stage, Dean Pullen believed 
that the clinical activities of the medical center 
would emphasize heart disease and cancer. The 
emphasis on cancer was particularly logical in view 
of the location of the Ellis Fischel Cancer Hospital in 
Columbia. 

Closing of the Hospital 
To Private Patients 

It was a surprise to the members of the medical 
school faculty, Columbia doctors who had been 
practicing at the university hospital and even 
employees of the hospital when they learned that 
Dean Pullen had told a state Senate committee that 
Noyes Hospital would no longer be open to private 
patients after July 1, 1955. 

Pullen told the Senate committee that the 
hospital facilities were open to all 114 counties in 
Missouri but, after July 1st, all of the beds would be 
needed for teaching purposes. He said that Noyes 
Hospital averaged 10 to 15 private patients a day 
from the Boone County area. At that time, however, 
it had not been decided whether private patients 
would be accepted at the new hospital when 
completed in the summer of 1956. 

Miss Bertha Hochuli, superintendent of the 
Boone County Hospital responded by saying that 
Boone County Hospital holds about 75 patients on 
an average and that the hospital's capacity was 80. 
Even an increase of 10 private patients a day would 
be too great a load on its facilities. 

At that time, Noyes and Parker Hospitals, com
bined, had 148 beds. Forty-eight of the beds were 
reserved for student health services. 

The Columbia Daily Tribune commented, "We 
doubt that the closing of the hospital to private 
patients - if it really should be closed at this time 
- will deprive many Columbians or Boone Coun
tians of hospital care. Since the university institution 
has boosted its rates and permitted its facilities to run 
down to the point where for two years it has not been 
able to win approval of the American College of 
Surgeons and other accrediting agencies, and since 
the recent expansion of the Boone County Hospital, 
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there has been less and less dependence by the com
munity on the university hospital. It may well be, 
that when the teaching hospital is in operation, the 
load on the Boone County Hospital will even be 
reduced by the teaching hospital, actually providing 
more room at Boone County Hospital for paying 
private patients. So, the university's action need not 
cause big concern from this standpoint, ungracious 
as the method of disclosure may have been." 

This unfortunate action by Dean Pullen had 
serious repercussions. For almost two decades, it 
was the general feeling in the community that the 
policy toward accepting private patients by the 
university hospital was a confused one. 

Recovery Room Opens 

The recovery room at Parker 
Hospital for the surgical operat
ing rooms was ftrst opened in 
August 1955. A recovery room 
had previously not been available , 
for patients. 

dissolved. 

Developing a Curriculum 

The basic curriculum that had been taught in 
U.S. medical schools since the Flexner Report in 
1910 was beginning to be revised in the 1950s. A 
conference jointly sponsored by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC) and the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) in 1951, 
led to widespread introduction of courses in 
behavioral sciences as a basis for clinical experience 
in psychiatry, for example. Dean Pullen wrote to a 
number of other medical schools for descriptions of 
their medical school curriculum. Much of the cur
riculum reflected the help and assistance of Dr. 
William A. Sodeman, the ftrst full-time chairman of 

Richard L. Johnson, the 
superintendent of the hospital, 
announced at the time that the 
recovery room would be air con
ditioned and equipped with cus
tom-built structures, oxygen tents 
and other emergency equipment 
The recovery room at the univer- On S*:r· 22, /955, the Kansas City Star pictured the 25 medical students that 
sity hospital was available when electe to complete the four-year program. 

the hospital was opened. 

An Advisory Committee 
for the Medical Center Appointed 

President Ellis and Dean Pullen appointed 
members of an advisory committee to serve as a 
liaison agency between practicing physicians and the 
medical center and to give advice and counsel to 
administrators and faculty members of the school of 
medicine. 

The members on the 1956 advisory committee of 
the medical center included Drs. Duff Allen, Donald 
M. Dowell, Thomas Dwyer, James R. Amos, Dennis 
Elrod, Fred Kyger, A. W. McAlester, III, John W. 
McHaney, Charles Martin, Frank G. Mays, Walter 
Siebert, W. S. Sewell, Walter Tillman, Jr., and Carl 
S. Vohs. All were well-known physicians. From a 
practical standpoint, this very prestigious advisory 
council did not achieve its goals and it was gradually 

the department of medicine. 
Young and energetic, Dean Pullen approached 

problems with great vigor. He had constant exchange 
of letters with medical educators, hospital ad
ministrators, and architects on the design of the 
buildings and he visited numerous medical schools 
and hospitals, studying their architectural plans. 

Allied Health 

The medical school and hospital also prepared to 
train large numbers of allied health personnel. It was 
hoped to establish a degree program in medical 
technology in conjunction with the college of 
education. In addition, courses were planned in food 
service management in conjunction with the 
department of home economics, and in medical 
journalism with the school of journalism. 
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Continuing Medical Education 

Developing continuing medical education pro
grams for the state's practicing physicians was 
another high priority for Dean Pullen. At a meeting 
of the Missouri State Medical Association, he 
assured the physicians that the medical school 
recognized its obligation to help practicing 
physicians and other health personnel to keep abreast 
of progress in medical science. He said that the 
expanded medical faculty would conduct post
graduate activities in cooperation with the Missouri 
State Medical Association and the Missouri 
Academy of General Practice. Regularly scheduled 
courses for practicing physicians would be offered in 
Columbia, Springfield, and Joplin. The medical 
school also would hold monthly seminars in Colum
bia for the personnel of rural hospitals and clinics. 

A capable and intelligent man, usually rather 
serious, Dean Pullen, throughout his deanship, was 
unable to delegate a great deal of the efforts that he 
reserved for himself. Certainly he worked long and 
hard. Although he did attempt to playa little golf, he 
didn't appear to set aside much time for relaxation. 

Dean Pullen keenly felt a strong sense of respon
sibility for developing a first-rate medical center. His 
standards were high and he seldom would settle for 
a situation that seemed second best. 

When I arrived the first part of July 1953, Wil
liam A. Sodeman had also just arrived and we had 
offices across the hall from each other on the first 
floor of the north end of Parker Hospital. The 
hospital had been rather hastily converted as I had a 
bathtub and sink adjacent to my corner room. 

It was a friendly and sociable time in that the 
faculty was small. In the mid-morning or mid-after
noon, we often all took a coffee break by going over 
to Ralph Morris' Ever Eat Cafe across from Swallow 
Hall. Much of our planning and curriculum discus
sion was accomplished there. Almost any type of 
faculty entertainment in those days included an in
vitation to the entire faculty of all the departments, 
which still amounted to a small handful of people. 

Having come from an extremely active surgical 
service at Bellevue Hospital in New York City, it 
was difficult for me to be patient while we organized 
our clinical services. Much of my spare time was 
spent working on the first edition of my book on car
diac arrest and resuscitation. Miss Ruth Ann Barn
hart wa<; my first secretary, with her desk and 
typewriter in the same room as my desk. Her starting 
salary was $120 a month. She wa<; an enthusiastic, 
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highly intelligent and effective secretary . We did not 
use dictating equipment but Miss Barnhart was good 
at taking notes in shorthand. It was with much joy to 
me that Ruth and her husband, David AItag, were on 
hand for my retirement party almost forty years later. 

Rolph Morri. 

Ralph Mon'is 

Budget Preparation 

Another of Pullen's most pressing tasks early in 
1954 was that of preparing a budget for 1955-57 bi
annum, which had to be submitted by April 8, 1954. 

Preparing the budget was difficult for several 
reasons; there were few clinical faculties Dean 
Pullen could turn to for help in estimating 
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departmental budgets. As a result, he had to estimate 
departmental needs himself. Furthennore, he was 
handicapped by the university's lack of experience in 
operating a four-year medical school. Because there 
were no budgets from past years to use as a guide, 
Pullen often wrote deans of other universities to get 
detailed outlines of their school's budgets. 

Construction and Planning 

-
/ 

Dean Pullen looking over architectural plans for 
the new hospital and medical science building. 

Pullen and other university officials carefully 
considered how many beds the new hospital should 
have. At that time, the AMA and the AAMC recom
mended that each medical student on a clerkship be 
assigned three to five new cases of teaching value 
each week. To meet these requirements, recommen
dations required having four beds per student in the 
clinical years. With 75 students in each third year 
and fourth year class, the medical school needed 600 
teaching beds. Since the use of Parker and Noyes 
Hospitals and an affiliation with the Ellis Fischel 
State Cancer Hospital would give the medical school 

access to 159 beds, the new hospital needed to have 
441 beds to meet the 600 bed total. 

By late 1953, Pullen and the architects had 
completed plans for the hospital. Construction began 
December 9, 1953, after the curators awarded the 
base contract for $7.7 million. John A. Epple was 
awarded the principal contract for building the 
hospital and medical school. 

Epple had been a prominent builder in central 
Missouri for many years, having constructed 26 buil
dings on the Stephens College campus and having 
done the Churchill Memorial in Fulton, as well as 
most of the college buildings at Westminster and 
Central Methodist College. 

Epple Chapel 

When the University Hospital was completed, it 
included a fully furnished non-denominational 
chapel given by Mr. and Mrs. John A. Epple of the 
Epple Construction Company. President and Mrs. 
Frederick Middlebush presented the hospital with a 
hand-tooled family bible owned by Mrs. Middle
bush. The bible was placed on the alter, open to a 
color printing of the Lord's Prayer. 

When John Epple died, the Columbia Tribune 
commented on his death by remarking, "What we 
remember is his power. He was powerful in his 
business instincts. He wanted to be successful, and 
he did it the right way - by being strong, honest, 
competitive, and quality oriented. When he won, he 
won fairly. He was tough but straight and true. The 
respect that came to him was of the deepest kind." 

Clinical Teaching 
Resumed at MU 

In the Autumn of 1955, twenty-five students out 
of an initial class of thirty-nine, elected to continue 
at the University of Missouri Medical School instead 
of transferring to a second school as had been the 
custom with the awarding of the B.S. degree. 

The medical center had not been completed at 
that time and, therefore, the clinical facilities 
provided for the third-year medical students were 
based at Noyes and Parker Hospitals and at the 
Student Health Center which were located on the old 
Red Campus. In addition, students spent a portion of 
their time at the Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital, 
which had 104 active beds. 
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The medical school graduation class of 1954. In thefront row, thefaculty consisted of (left to right) Drs. Westfall, 
Neal, Pullen, Overholser and Sodeman. 

Construction of the New Medical 
Science Building 

It was almost a year after the contract for the Univer
sity Hospital was awarded that plans were finished 
for the new medical science building. Originally, the 
architects had promised to finish the plans by July 1, 
1954, but they were having difficulty meeting the 
deadline since several teaching departments still did 
not have a chairman to direct the planning. 

Preceptors hip Program Begins 

The medical school inaugurated its new Precep
torship Program in June 1956. Six of the senior 
students were sent out for training with rural general 
practitioners for five and one-half weeks. In most 
cases the student lived with the physician and his or 
her family, accompanying the physician on office, 
hospital and home assignments. 

The first six preceptors were: Drs. J. H. 
Trolinger of Jackson, Missouri; Pete V. Siegel of 
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Smithton; Kenneth Glover of Mount Vernon; Arthur 
Spelman of Smith ville; Doyle C. McCraw of Bolivar 
and Wyeth Hamlin of Palmyra. They had official 
appointments by the board of curators. The first 
students electing preceptorships in the class of the 
first graduating class were Howard D. Adams, 
Jefferson C. Davis, Thomas J. Fisher, Loy J. Barnes, 
Joe E. Hecker, and William P. Dennis. 

First Patient Admitted 

On September 16, 1956, George Prewitt of High 
Hill, Missouri, was the first patient to be admitted to 
the new hospital. September 16 marked the final day 
of 57 years of service for Parker Hospital and 30 
years for Noyes Hospital. The move to the new 
hospital took 4 hours. All together, forty-nine 
patients were moved. 



Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

The waiting room for the outpatient clinics was almost always filled. 

Visiting Professors 

In the early days of the medical center, the 
surgery staff was comparatively small and to help 
compensate, leading surgeons from around the mid
west and elsewhere were frequent guests of the 
department. Dr. J. William Hinton, chairman of the 
department of surgery at New York University and 
Bellevue Hospital, for example, lectured and held 
conferences during visits to the medical center. 

21 Get First Degrees as 
Doctors of Medicine 

On Saturday morning, June 8, 1957, Colonel 
Frank H. Skelly, grand marshal of the commence
ment procession, led a four-service color guard and 
degree candidates through the red campus on the 
march to Brewer Field House and the University of 
Missouri's 115th annual commencement exercise. 
The procession began in Francis Quadrangle amid 
the tolling of the bell atop SwitzIer Hall. 

Of the seventeen hundred members of the class 
of 1957, on this the 115th annual commencement, 

twenty-one of the graduates were recipients of the 
first doctor of medicine degree since 1909. 

As was customary, for years to come, the 
medical school followed the College of Arts and 
Science in the procession. The medical degree was 
the second degree to be give by the university, 
dating back to the early 1840s. The twenty-one 
graduates of the School of Medicine were: Philip R. 
Acuff, Columbia; Robert William Buben; John Ed
ward Oakley; Edward L. Ritter, St. Louis; Dennis 
Clemens Drake, Columbia; Henry Albert Totzke, 
Columbia; Joseph Edwin Hecker; and Richard 
Morton Tumey, Independence; Walter Foster Gil
lespie, Kansas City; Howard Dwight Adams, Chil
licothe; Loy J. Barnes, Louisiana, Missouri; Jeffer
son Carroll Davis, Neosho; William Paul Dennis, 
Esther, Missouri; Thomas James Fischer, Canton, 
Missouri; James Spencer Gordon, Windsor, Mis
souri; Glennon A. Homer, Cassville, Missouri; Al
bert L. Howe, Brentwood, Missouri; Kitchel Herbert 
Huber, Moberly; Charles Thomas Riley, Jr., 
Lebanon, Missouri; Roland Ralph Springate, New 
Haven, Missouri; and James Edward Stickler, 
Kirksville, Missouri. 
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Pullen tutored him in his 
spare time. 

Anotherpersonal problem 
for Dr. Pullen was his wife's 
health. She had a cancerous 
leg amputated a few years 
earlier and she was frequently 
requiring hospitalization. Her 
medical problems seemed to 
accentuate after they moved 
to Columbia. 

Roscoe Pullen was still a 
reasonably young man. He 
had worked hard during most 
of his life. He was generally 
an intense and serious minded 
person. In my many meetings 
with him, I was impressed 
with his overall intelligence, 
energy, and sincerity. His 

Roscoe L. Pallen, K. D. 
Dun 

grasp of medical education 
was sound. It did not seem 
easy for him to relax. 

The departure of Sod em an 
to the Jefferson Medical Col

Dean Roscoe L. Pullen s appointment was a'!nounced January 9, 1953. however. 
/Jean Pullen did not arrive permanently until June of 1953. 

lege was a severe blow to 
Pullen. He, himself, was 

The Stress and 
Strain of Being a 

Dean 

If Dean Pullen was being rather successful at 
getting the hospital built, the faculty recruited, and 
the educational programs put together, he also was 
personally paying a heavy price. He wrote a friend, 
"Everything is going well here at Missouri although 
I find that there are not enough hours in the day. I'm 
trying to put in about 36 hours a day in thi~ office 
and not doing too well - I find that I am hterally 
worn out and not working efficiently any longer." 

He also felt guilty about not being able to spend 
much time with his two sons. He told a friend, ''They 
still have, 1 am afraid, the worst father in the state of 
Missouri, since I don't have time to take them 
fishing, hunting, on scouting expeditions, and do all 
the other activities which a normal boy ought to be 
able to do." And what little time he spent with his 
sons was not always happy. Because his oldest son, 
Rick, was flunking all of his fifth grade subjects, 
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becoming more and more 
dissatisfied with his duties as dean. By June 1957, he 
wrote to his parents, "These are days in which 1 feel 
personally inclined to take that position (the chair
manship of the department of medicine) myself and 
let someone else be dean, because this is becoming 
an extremely hard and thankless task." 

Despite his growing unhappiness with being 
dean Pullen was proud of his work. He wrote to a 
friend in August 1957, "I am awfully afraid that 
there is awful lot of restlessness in the University of 
Missouri\School of Medicine which is unavoidable 
considering that four years ago there was nothing on 
this site except a cow pasture and no faculty. 1 don't 
have to tell you because you both know it very well, 
indeed, that I have worked very hard, often to the 
sacrifice of my own personal, financial and family 
interests - but 1 hope that the people of Missouri 
everywhere will take pride in the medical ~nte~." 

He later wrote to a friend at Tulane Umverslty, 
"I don't believe that I have ever had a job which was 
more challenging, which required more individual 
personal effort than this job has required during the 
past several years. I look back on the days at Tulane 
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with considerable envy. They were days in which I 
had an opportunity to engage in medical science 
writing and research, as well as administration. 
Apparently these days have all gone forever." 

Although Dean Pullen was becoming 
increasingly despondent about his job and his life, 
the medical school appeared to be progressing well. 
In November 1957, the National Institutes of Health 
awarded the university $373,000 for construction of 
clinical research facilities at the medical center. The 
uni-versity spent the money on a five-stol)' addition 
to the corridor connecting the medical science 
building and university hospital and on an 
underground laboratol)' to house the new Vandegraff 
generator given by the Donner Foundation. 

Dean Pullen Resigns 

President Ellis announced on Tuesday, March 
24, 1959, that he had accepted the resignation of Dr. 
Roscoe L. Pullen as dean of the medical school. In 
the statement, he said, "The University and the state 
are both deeply indebted to him for his brilliant and 
successful leadership in building the medical school, 
and in the recruitment of the excellent staff for its 
operation." 

In his autobiography, My Road to Emeritus, 
former president Elmer Ellis reflects on his relation
ships with Dean Pullen: 

It was natural, I suppose, that one of the 
most difficult administrative problems I had 
was at the School of Medicine, natural 
because of its recent expansion to a four
year school. Middlebush had selected Dr. 
Roscoe Pullen as the first dean to the new 
school, who was an attractive young ad
ministrator from the University of Texas 
Graduate School of Medicine. Dr. Pullen 
was recommended to him by the education 
committee of the American Medical As
sociation, which was headed by Ward Dar
ley, a former president of the University of 
Colorado whom I knew and respected. Pul
len took over energetically and did a vel)' 
goodjob of recruiting the original faculty for 
the school, but the problem of administering 
the school seemed to be more than he could 
carty. Some of these matters were coming 
back to me indirectly, some more directly. 

One day, the highway patrol reported 
that Dr. Pullen had been arrested near War-

renton for driving while intoxicated and had 
spent the night in the Warrenton jail sober
ing up. I called Pullen and told him that I 
wanted to talk to him. He came over im
mediately as if he had been expecting a call. 
I repeated to him what I had heard and he 
said it was all true. Then, amazingly, he 
produced receipts for four martinis he had 
drunk in a restaurant in Wentzville. I talked 
to him vel)' seriously about what had hap
pened and told him the possible consequen
ces of it. 

Fortunately, the metropolitan press 
protected the university by not reporting the 
news and it was only published in the War
renton newspaper. His alibi was that his job 
gave him so much to do that he could not 
stand the strain without some release. I had 
heard alibis like this before from him so I 
picked it up immediately and asked why he 
had to be in st. Louis at that time. The 
explanation was pretty lame, as it was with 
many other problems he had. As I look back 
at it from a longer perspective, he was a 
great hand, when he had executive decisions 
to make that required hard thinking, to go 
into the hospital and busy himself doing 
routine work that belonged to other people. 
So, he was up to his ears in busy work while 
important decisions went unmade. 

The medical school was so complicated 
and diverse that it took a man of more than 
average judgement to know what had to be 
done first. I left the whole question up in the 
air with the promise, volunteered by Pullen, 
that he would layoff the liquor. A short time 
later, when I was present at a medical 
professors home, to meet a visiting dig
nitary, Roscoe was there and when the 
drinks were served, he vel)' pointedly came 
around and told me he was drinking ginger 
ale. A short time later, Dale Bowling 
reported that, when passing a liquor store 
early that morning, he had seen Pullen 
leaving the store, quite obviously, on the 
way to his office to begin his day. I admit 
that I was completely nonplussed as to what 
to do. He had a semi-invalid wife who 
seemed to have little influence concerning 
his problem, and he was obviously of little 
help to her. 

In the meantime, I was going over 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
COLUMBIA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

February 7, 1958 

Dr. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Chairman, Department of Surgery 
N309, Medical Center 

Dear Dr. Steph~nson: 

I am asking you to serve as Actin6 
Dean of the School of Nedicine and Acting 
Director of the University Hospitals during 
the period February 6 to February 12 (noon), 
during the absence of ooth Dean Pullen and 
Assistant Dean Engley from Columbia. I 
:lOpe that you will be able to accept this 
assignment. 

cc Dean R. L. Pullen 
Mr. Jo~n Pel·ry 
;-1r. :tay Eezoni 
.'iss Sira F. Grdnt 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ELMER ELLIS 

"Dean for a Day" 
As the letter {lYJm President Elmer Ellis indicates, I was appointed acting dean of the School of Medicine and acting 
director oft{,e University Hospital during a February 6-J 2, J 958, absence of Dean Pullen and Assistant Dean Engley. 
Dr. Thomas A. H Alphin was also one of the early assistant deans under Dr. Pullen. Unfortunately, not much happened 
during this six-day tenure! 
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Pullen's work and finding instances that I 
had not known and which were not in the 
interest of the school in any sense. I reported 
to the board at the next meeting what I saw 
and what the situation was, as far as I could 
tell. The president of the board, James Finch, 
had passed on some information which he 
had secured. The board was of one mind that 
we had to replace Pullen as soon as possible. 
This led to a situation that was the most 
disagreeable to me of all in my term as 
president. I asked him to come to my office 
sometime during the afternoon and I had to 
tell him he was through. He seemed amazed 
and felt mistreated. I told him that he could 
give me a resignation by morning or I would 
have to announce his dismissal. I had no one 
to replace him, of course, but I took four 
faculty members of the School of Medicine 
who knew the school well and put the dean
ship in trust with them temporarily. 

By the time Pullen resigned, in the Spring of 
1959, the four-year medical school was firmly 
established and fully operational. By February 1959, 
there were 232 medical students in the four classes. 
In addition, the faculty numbered 215, and there 
were 576 employees, even though the sixth floor of 
the hospital still was not open. All of the medical 
school departments except psychiatry were 
completely developed. 

At the time of Dean Pullen's resignation, he was 
physically and emotionally exhausted not only from 
his work at the medical school but from a number of 
severe personal problems. The curators granted him 
a leave of absence, after which, he was to return as 
a professor of medicine. In May 1959, Pullen's 
personal life tragically deteriorated even further 
when he and his wife divorced and he subsequently 
decided not to return to the faculty at the University 
of Missouri. Instead, he moved to Spokane, 
Washington, in the summer of 1959 to enter private 
practice. 

Dr. Pullen was forty-five years old when he died 
unexpectedly at his home in Spokane, Washington. 

Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen in fi'ont of the 
medical school under construction 
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On the same day as Dean Pullen s resignation was accepted, Elmer Ellis appointed an ad
ministrative committee "to conduct the affairs a/the medical school until a replacement/or 
/Jean Pullen is obtained. 
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PULLEN RESIGNS AS 
M. U. MEDICAL DEAN 

But He Plans 
To Keep Title 

Of Professor 
WHI Rellll'" '{"XI '(~ .. r 

Aftt'r 1.f"1I\t' of 
..\"~C·IICT 
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President Ellis accepted Dean Pullen s resignation on March 24. J 959. In the late summer of J 959. Dr. Pullen left for 
Spokane. Washington. to enter private practice. President Ellis appointed an interim committee to run the school with 
Dr. Gwilym Lodwick as chairman and acting dean. 

"He had been born in Princeville, Illinois, on 
January 6, 19 I 5, He was an honor graduate of Knox 
College at Galesburg and received a bachelor and 
doctor of medicine degree at Northwestern Univer
sity. He interned at Charity Hospital in New Orleans. 
Prior to coming to Missouri, he was on the medical 
school faculty at the University of Washington, the 
University of Texas and Tulane. He was buried in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

When Dean Pullen resigned from the medical 
center, Dr. Elmer Ellis, president of the university, 
was quoted as saying that the center ''will always be 
a monument to the labors of Dean Pullen." The 
Columbia Missourian in an editorial at the time of 
Dr. Pullen's death said "Dean Pullen had the tremen
dous task of keeping an eagle eye on the construc
tion of the complex medical buildings and. at the 
same time, of gathering a competent staff of 
teachers, doctors, and technicians and other workers 
needed for the schools of medicine and nursing and 

the medical center. He never spared himself. After 
the hospital and completed school opened for 
business, Dr. Pullen spent the larger part of his 
waking moments on the job. His job was not only 
that of being dean of the School of Medicine. He 
was professor of medicine; medical consultant and 
executive officer of the State Crippled Children's 
SelVice, which had moved to the new buildings; 
director of the medical center, and acting chairman 
of the department of psychiatry. He instituted the 
preceptorship program for medical students. He was 
also a consultant to the faculty of the Puerto Rico 
School of Medicine and helped them to design a new 
medical science building in San Juan." 

An editorial in the Columbia Daily Tribune at 
the time of his death said that his life was, "No doubt 
shortened because of his herculean endeavor on be
half of the university and the state of Missouri. In the 
six years he was dean, he never spared himself. His 
job was not only that of being dean of the School of 
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Medicine, but he was also professor of medicine, 
medical consultant, and executive officer of the 
state's Crippled Children's Service, director of the 
medical center and active chairman of the depart
ment of psychiatry." The editorial concludes, "As we 
extend our sympathy to the bereaved family of this 
noted medical educator and administrator cut down 
in the prime of life, we offer them the consolation 
that the university and the state of Missouri will long 
remember their debt to Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen." 

Administrative Committee 
To Conduct the Affairs 
of the Medical School 

When President Ellis accepted the resignation of 
Dean Pullen, he appointed an administrative com
mittee to conduct the affairs of the medical school as 
described in the following letter to the committee. 

Gwilym S. Lodwick, Chairman 
Frank B. Engley, Jr. 
Robert L. Jackson 
C. Thorpe Ray 
Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 

Gentlemen: 

I am designating you as an administrative 
committee to conduct the affairs of the 
medical school during the period from today 
until we secure a replacement of Dean Pul
len. Professor Lodwick will be the chairman 
of the committee and I am designating him 
as acting dean of the school of medicine and 
acting director of the University Hospitals 
with full authority to act in all cases. He will 
consult with the committee on matters of 
policy and I am confident that all of you will 
give him your help without stint. No one 
knows better than I that this is a heavy 
responsibility for you and the university will 
be indebted to you for your unselfish ser
VICC. 

Sincerely 

Elmer Ellis 
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Dr. J. William Hinton, professor and chairman of surgery 
at N. Y. U. Bellevue Meaical Center, was a nationally 
known surgeon and founder of James IV Association of 
Surgeons. He was one of our first visiting professors to 
the medical center. 



Moving Day
September 16, 1956 

The day finally arrived! On September 16, 1956, 
patients were moved from the Parker Memorial 
Hospital and Noyes Hospital to the new University 
Hospital. September 16, 1956, marked the final day 
of fifty-seven years of service for Parker Hospital 
and thirty-three years for Noyes Hospital. All 
together, forty-nine patients were moved that day. 

The patients were first fed breakfast at Noyes 
Hospital and then moved by ambulance and station 
wagon to the University Hospital. All patients went 
to the fourth floor. The fifth, sixth and seventh floors 
were used for furniture and equipment storage. 

Later, as the number of patients increased, the 
seventh floor was opened for obstetrics and pedi
atrics. Surgery occupied all of Four West and 
medicine Four East. During the following year, the 
fifth floor was opened for surgery. 

The first patient to be admitted to the new 
hospital was George E. Prewitt of High Hill, 
Missouri. 

The move to the new medical center was com
pleted without incident, although one critically ill 
man had to be given oxygen en route. Mrs. John 
Kadlec, wife of Missouri football assistant coach, 
John Kadlec, was given a blood transfusion in the 
ambulance transporting her to the new hospital. 

Also opening on September 16, 1956, was the 
hospital chapel, donated by general contractor John 
A. Epple and Mrs. Epple. Dr. Frederick A. Middle
bush, president emeritus of the university and Mrs. 
Middlebush presented a hand-tooled family Bible 
donated by Mrs. Middlebush to the chapel of the 
new hospital. 

The four buildings vacated by the move of the 
medical center to its new location on Hospital Drive 
were put to new use. McAlester Hall was assigned 
for general classroom use. Noyes Hospital was 
assigned as temporary office space to relieve 
crowding and Parker Memorial Hospital was used by 
the testing and counseling bureau and the child guid
ance clinic. The nursing education building was later 
razed to make room for new buildings to be built. 

September 16, 1956 

When the medical school opened, Conwell Carl-

son, a well-known member of the Kallsas City Stars 
staff, wrote, "Now the University of Missouri has the 
finest buildings for training young persons to be
come physicians, nurses and allied health workers in 
health care. The state's new medical center is near 
the football stadium and is ready for patients, stu
dents and a full-time faculty of 120 and an army of 
nurses and employees. 

''The Fall semester starting Monday will see 75 
freshmen, 37 sophomores, 38 juniors and 21 seniors 
of the medical school deployed in the spiffy class
rooms, laboratories, libraries, science teaching wards 
and expertly planned out-patient clinic areas of the 
medical center. It's interconnected teaching hospital 
and classroom buildings are beautiful examples of 
how the academic bedside clinic and research as
pects of medical teaching can be fitted together. 
Counting $100,000 in federal funds, $13.6 million 
was available for the project and it was built for 
$13,540,418. The hospital, when opened, had twelve 
and a half acres of floor space. The cost figure for 
each square foot was $21.90. The appropriation 
included hospital equipment costing over $400,000. 

"The movement of the medical library took four 
days. Over 30,000 volumes were moved to the new 
location." 

During its first few months of operation, the 
hospital averaged about 100 patients daily in the 120 
available beds. Shortage of money, nurses, and 
upperclass medical students continued to preclude 
full use and, until June 1957, patients would occupy 
beds on the fourth floor only, although there were 
long waiting lists for beds, especially in surgery and 
internal medicine. The seventh floor became opera
tional in mid-l 957 . The fifth and sixth floors did not 
open until later. In 1957, there were 301 births at the 
university hospital. 
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:\JedicaJ Center: Another State Milestone 
Jl'lfl'r~OIl City Capital-News: Dedication ceremonies of both 

public ilno prinltc institutions arecommonpJace, but usually the 
lneallillg b('h ill!! the ccremonies has an impact in the specific area for 
~ car:' to COIllC. 

Such a dedication ceremony was held last Saturday at Columbia 
where formal ceremonies were held for the $13,6 million University 
l'( ;\'lissouri Medical Center. But in this case the impact will be felt 
throughout the whole state (or years to come, 

Till' ;lIc.'ciical center didn't originate overnight. In fact Powell B . 
. \/dl'IIH'Y II; St. Loui~, it university curator and president of the board 
\\ hell 1 ill' Ot'!"l,;ioll to expand the medical school and build the 441-bed 
:")"lJital "(I,. made, said the dedication marked the climax of a move-
1"(~111 begun 4t; years ago by men interested in the welfare of the state, 
ilo'''.L!I'C::;s of 1111' ulIivcrsity and advancement of medical education. 

On the platform. too, was former Governor Forrest Smith, in 
,,,"/lOSE' admini~tration the building program was authorized. 

Certainly. the new medical center with its teaching facilities and 
.• o~pital will put Missouri on a status with other states which already 
han' state-supported medical training schools. Missouri was long 
OH~rdue in reaching this stagc. 

Many Missourians went" to medical schools outside the state to 
ycceh'e tra·ining. And in the course of events they settled down to 
P""!'1 ICC in other stale,.. They became lost to Missouri. 

The crcdioll of th(' medical school and teaching hospital will 
'''''J! to PfC\CIII some 01 thi:. Ius:>, espel'ially in the rural areas where 
,,1 1e;1~1 il! sOlne !>~l"lon; there is il j.hortHge of doctors. 

In I.II'\. Dr Ho('uc P\llll'''~. dean of medicine who directed con
"I n1("1 i')I. of till' liln't> buildillg:: making up the medica] center. de-
· .. .ted plill., of ~('Iedioll o! :,Illdellts and expansion of inteJ'ne$hip 
'. ,.illintl l(l h('l" illll'\·i(.IC' ll1e silol'tage of physicians in Missouri by 
.·; ...... ri.;::illg g;'itduale~ to t~nlcr ~clle .. al practice in the state. 

Thl" IIC\', !lwrli.:nl I:Clll!'l cll the University or l\lissouri mark:, 
:'"01111'1 milcto(,( in til(' history of the state. It will help to spell 
",I lUI,,: •• 'r'l~ of iJettcr health for innumerable Missourians. 

In commenting on the opening of the new medical school the Kansas City nmes 
stated in an editorial, "In terms of more doctors, nurses, and technicians, the 

results could be tremendous. Over the years, the health standards of the entire state can be raised 
all along the line. Communities now without physicians will be encouraged to build 

clinics. The doctors will have facilities for graduate study. At the University~ 
students in such allied health fields as bacteriology and biology will find 

greater opportunities. The prestige of Missouri will be enhanced enonnously. All 
these developments assume, of course, a dynamic top-level leadership." 
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From September 1956 to July 1957, the medical 
center treated 19,483 patients. There 221 births that 
year. The hospital blood bank reported that 1,220 
pints of blood were administered. 

By September 30, 1958, two years later, the 
university hospital had opened additional wards 
adding 56 new beds to bring the capacity to 
approximately 186 beds. The surgical beds on the 
fifth floor were increased by 20 new beds as well as 
the same number on the medical service on the 
fourth floor. When in full operation, the hospital 
planned to house 441 patients. 

Contrary to the impression of some, private 
patients were never to be excluded in the new 
admission policy announced by Dean Roscoe Pullen. 
Columbia doctors would continue to serve as part
time physicians but private patients could be 
admitted, providing they agreed to be "teaching 
patients." 

Mr. William K. Beatty was the librarian in 
charge of the medical library prior to its move to the 
new medical center. He came here in June of 1956. 
While here, he was sponsor of the medical history 
group. 

Dean Ruby Polter. nursing school. is shown helping 
move pediatric patients to the new medical center. 

Mary Pax Photo 

Columbia looking southwest at 8th Walnut. 1950 
<QBoone County Historical Society. Permission granted to reprint 
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" 

One oj our patients 
Photo by Mary Pax 
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The Dedication of the 
New University of Missouri 

Medical Center 

The Great Day Finally Arrives! 

After many months of planning and four years 
of construction, the official dedication of the medical 
center took place on Saturday, November 10, 1956, 
on the portico in front of the University Hospital. 

The committee planning the dedication exercises 
for the new medical center consisted of Dr. William 
A. Sodeman as chairman, Dr. M. Pinson Neal, Dr. 
Gwilym S. Lodwick, Ms. Ruby Potter and Mrs. 
Katherine Mason from the School of Nursing and 
myself. Ex-officio members of the committee were 
Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen, Frank B. Engley, Jr., hospital 
administrator John Perry and Ms. Dorothy L. Vor
hies, head of dietetics. 

On October 22, 1956, I wrote Dr. J. William 
Hinton, professor and chairman, department of 
surgery at New York University Post-Graduate 
Medical School: 

Dear Doctor Hinton, 

The date for the dedication for the 
University of Missouri Medical Center has 
now been officially set by the president of 
the University and the board of curators for 
Saturday morning, November 10, of this 
year. It is intended to be a public dedication 
ceremony and will be held on the grounds 
outside of the hospital 

I do not know who will give the main 
speech, but I believe that Dr. Alan Gregg of 
the Rockefeller Foundation has been asked. 
The ceremony will start about 10 a.m. and 
lunch will follow in the University Hospital. 
The University of Missouri plays Colorado 
in the stadium across the street at 1 :30 p.m. 
- which will probably be the deciding game 
for the Orange Bowl contender. You will 
receive a formal invitation as soon as the 
final printing has been made, but you and 
Mrs. Hinton are certainly most cordially 
invited to attend. 

Sincerely, 
(He did attend) 

Three days before the dedication, Dean Pullen 
issued a memo regarding a relocation of dedication 
exercises. "After careful consideration with the 
buildings and grounds department, and other con
sultants, it seems best to locate the fonnal dedication 
exercises at 10 a.m. on Saturday, November 10, 
under the canopy of the front door leading to the 
main lobby of the University Hospital. The platfonn 
will be located in that position with the podiwn for 
speakers, microphones and the like. The band will be 
located in the alcove leading to the right. Chairs will 
be placed in the driveways approaching the front 
entrance of the University Hospitals. It is estimated 
that these driveways will accommodate up to 1500 
chairs. Additional visitors will be pennitted to stand 
on the unseeded, freshly graded areas of the lawn 
immediately in front of the University Hospitals. 
This means that all medical center personnel and 
visitors as well will be permitted to park in the 
regular parking areas to the west of the University 
Hospitals, as well as across Stadium Road." 

The dean's office directed that "The first and 
second year medical school classes at the University 
of Missouri School of Medicine will continue 
without interruption, according to their curriculwn." 
The third and fourth year classes, however, were 
active during the day as ushers. The fourth year class 
president was Richard Tumey and Arnold Funckes 
was president of the third year class. It was decided, 
in the event of inclement weather, dedicatory exer
cises would be held in the auditorium of Jesse Hall. 

Invitations to the dedication ceremonies for the 
new medical center were sent to all fonner Missouri 
governors, curators, and fonner university curators, 
and alumni association leaders. Deans of medical 
schools in Missouri and surrounding states, 
publishers of the metropolitan newspapers in the 
state, and other distinguished citizens received 
invitations as did physicians in Columbia and the 
surrounding areas, and members of the medical 
center advisory committee. Representing Washing
ton University School of Medicine was Dean 
Emeritus Phillip Schaffer. 

My own memory of that cool, clear, crisp 
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UIIfasrry If II~l:11 II~IIUL CEJTER 
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10 a. ... " Saturday, l/olJf!," i>er /( i. IU-,{l 

November 10. 1956 

c:I7r .. !Boa,d of Cutato,s 

c:I7r .. Pt .. sid .. nt and th .. :faculty ofth .. 

CUniv .. tsity of ~issouti 

, .. qu .. st th .. honot of yout p' ..... nce 

at th .. 

9J,.dication of c:I7r .. CUniv .. ,sity of ~i$Sou'i ~ .. dical c..nt .. , 

at 10 a.m. 

Satu,day, th .. t .. nth of Ylov .. mbet 

Stadium !Road Columbia, ~issouti 

The Jonnal invitation to the dedication 



School or Medicine 
Ortice 0 r the nean 

UHrmtSITr OF MISSOURI 
Columbia 

President Elmer ElUe 
lOS Jesse Hall 

Aesculapius Was A Tiger 

October 11, 1956 

In th. inritaUon to th. honored luut. th .... ",111 be included • 
..,.c1.117 pr.pared card \Which lndic.t .. th.t th.,. are im1t.ad to 
the lunch.on .tterward., .nd. 1d.ll be eligible (or .da1.non to 
the restricted area, .. wall .s to th. plattora party. 

PU.Tf'ORH PARTI 

Subject: Dedication EXIIrcise8, University or M1saouri Medical 
Center, 10;00 8. m., Saturday, November 10, 1956. 

Dear President Ellis: 

",. cQIIPUation ot tho ... liS1bl. tor the plattorm. part,. 
11 ... ce1vinS vel7 c .... rul conaid.raUon troll tha ec-itt.e. 0Iu
t.ntative list number' 4D people, and tilh will b. revi .. d ~wh.t 
atter turth.r analy.1a. All .... ber. or the pl.trona party rill receive, 
1n addition to the formal imitation, • written lettar troa eith.r 
this oUice or th.t of Doctor Sod.man as ChaiMIIAn or the Co.a1tt •• • 

I am pleased to advi". you that the Faculty or the School 
or Medicine and the Sehool or Murai", wieh to reeClllllend the rollow
ing arrangements tor the ntdication Exercises or the University ot 
:::=~ ~~i~;~6:enter, to be held at 10:00 a. m., Saturday, 

~ 

The Coaaitte. racolDDl!lnels that the Dedication Exercis .. be 
held on the west side or tr.e University Ho.pitab, with the construc
tion or • ipeCial pl.ttom, I'Ilicrophone and eound. ayatt!lll.. Chairs would 
be placad on the asphalt normally restricted tor parkin&: ot cars. 
In the event or 1nelement weather, the Auditorium in Jesse Han hu 
been reserved tor tl"!e entire day until 5:00 p. 1ft. 

~ 

Dr. t.'1lli_ I.. Sodeman, Chairman 
Dr. I-i. Pinson Neal 
Or. Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Dr. Old.lyaa S. Lodwick 
rtiss Ruby Potter 
Mrs. Katherine Mason 

Ex-Orricio 
Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen 
Dr. ~enk B. Engley, Jr. 
l ir. John Perry 
Miss Dorothy L. Vorhies 

MIT ATIONS 

RESFltVED AREAS 

It is '11I8uted thlt chairs in .pecW17 rutricted are .. 
be provided for honored. ,u .. tII, otficials ot the various st.te 
AI.neies, and _mbers of th. General A.a .. bly. 

Alter lo~ .nd c.reful d.lib.ration., th. CoaI.itteI. sutoita 
the tollowing tent.tive prosr&ll and ... k. the b.nefit ot your .dvia. 
and coun"!. 

TENTATIVE FROGRAM 
Dedication _ Univerl1ty ot Missouri Medical t.nter 

10 •• II., Saturday, Novmber 10, 1956 
President EJ.m,erEll1s, Presidins 

""eic _ University Band. 
on. N.tional Anthelll - University Band. 
Invoc.tion - Reverend Hugh O. Isbell, U.ni,ter, Mesouri Methodist 

Church, CoIUlllbla, Kissouri; President, tlieeouri CO\lncll 
ot Cbrurches. 

Welcome - President El.r.Ier Elli., Univers:l,ty ot Y.incuri. 
Introch.lction ot Honored Guests - Pres:ldent Elmer Elli •• 
DavdoPHnt or the University ot Y.1uouri ,.iediee:l IAnter . 

The Honor.ble Powell B. iicHaney, Curator of the 
Unlversity ot l/.iesouri. 

Dedic.tion of the University ot Missouri Hedied Center. 
The Honorable James I.. Finch, Jr . , Presirlent, 
Board ot Curators, Univ.r~1ty ot Hissouri. 

Sisn1!icene. ot the Univer!ity or Missouri Medical Center to the 
State ot Missouri. 
"... Honorable Phil H. Donnelly, Governor of the State ot 
Miuour1. 

Benediction - i-ionsignor John P. Flood , Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
Columbia, Missouri. 

Old Miuour1 - University Band. 
8:00 a. II. - 5 :00 p. 1ft. - OPEN HOOS:::: - Public codhllly invit.d. 

The CcaDittee is currently engaged, 1n cooperation with 
tha Photo Service, in !.h~ preparation or SJitabie formal invit.tions 
to be printed and mailed to a c.ref'..1l.ly selected i1i:.i11ng list. The 
ee..u.ttee will spend, ~t . e ~ext severd days preparir.jl, checking and 
re-check1ng this C:l. ·_~ln!i .List. It is to k-e mailed to all aembers 
ot the General A;;!'!~rab~-, all members ot t.he pi..::t.form party, all 
honored guesta, medl'~ .i::.L ar.d nursing alumni and .lumnae, ani others. 

Again, alter careful consider.tion, the Caamitt.e recolII.'"lended unanimousq 
th.t th~ honer of sivire the Dedicatory address Ihould be ext.nded to 
President Finch ~t the Board of Curator •• 

. ,-
USHERS AND GUIDED TOURS 

All _dical and mareire etudantB will .. n ••• uehera tor 
the event .ni ... lIt in CUided tours 01 the Medical Canter !rem 8100 •••• 
until 5:00 p. m. on th.t data. All _abare ot the f.culty of the 
Schoola or Medicine al'd Nuraiftl will be in their of tic •• , .nd all 
laboratories ttlll be open and rea~ tor lneptcUon. 

IIIVITATION TO THE GOVERNOR 

The ec-.1.ttae requests that the Prelidant or th. University 
axtend a ver:r VIm and cordial invitation to Governor Phil M.Oomell7 
to partiCipate in these Exercisee, and to rend.r an .ddr ... on the 
Slbject, "The Significance or the University or Kiaeouri )(edic,l C.nter 
to the State ot Miuouri." The CC8Ditt.e likfl'ot'i .. request' th.t the 
Pre,ident of the Universit:r extend similar invitation. to President 
F1nch .nd Mr. 14cHanq of the Board or Curators. l~th TOur permi .. ion, 
the CoaIaitt .. will extend personally and ronulq invitations to 
Reverend Jebell .ni Father Flood, a. weU •• make arr.nsements with 
Pror .. sor George t,ihon for the University B.nd. 

WNCIIEON 

A special luncheon will be "repered and. ""ed in the 
C.reteri. of the University Hospitals for IIOlbers or the platform 
party, lI_bers or the Generll A!se:7.bly, and homred gueste. 'lb. hour 
tor the luncheon w111 be announced. 

Dr. William. A. Sod.man, a s Chairman or the COIZIIIittee,vill 
me.t ,,1..th Dean Thomas A. Br.dy as quickly at poeaible in order to 
review theae arr.ngement s ani to seek the b.n.ri t or his .dvice end. 
counsel. The Caaittae requests your advice and e rit1c!D'. 

,Sincerely yours, 

/y ,r _" /~I ,' IV 
Roscoe L. Pullen, H.D. 
O.an 

Dean Pullen wrote to President Ellis outlining the recom
mendations oj the dedication exercise committee 
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McHaney and Pullen to Speak 
At Medical Center Dedication 
Powell B. McHaney, St. Louis, I new Teaching HO~Plt<J1 if wcather 

member and former president of permits. In case of inclement 
the Board of Curators of the Un i- weather, the exercises will be in 
versity. and Dr. Roscoe L. Pullen, Jesse Auditorium, President Ellis 
dean of the School of Medicine, said. Dr. Ellis said an attempt will 
.viii ~peak at ceremonies dedicat be made to have local radio an
ing the new Medical Center at the noun cements about 9 a.m. Saturday 
University at 10 Saturday morn- if the exercises are to be moved 
ing. into the Auditorium. 

Dr. Elmer Ellis, president of the The program will open with 
University, will preside at the dedi- music by the University Band un
cation ceremonies and introduce der direction of Prof. George C. 
the guests. Wilson. Dr. Hugh O. Isbell, pastor 

of the Missouri Methodist Chutch 
THE CEREMONIES will be held will ask the Invocation, and Presi

on the parking apron west of the dent Ellis will offer greetings froln 
the University. 

MR. MCHANEY, who was pres
ident of the Curators when Legis
lative approval of the new School 
of Medicine and its location on 
the campus in Columbia with a 
building appropriation of $13,500,000 
was obtained, will speak on, "Our 
Continuing Job." 

Dean Pullen, who has had tile 
task of consulting on actual con
struction features and furnishing, 
and of assembling a faculty for the 
expanded School of Medicine will 
speak on, "Potentialities of the U:li
versity of Missouri Medical Cen
ter." 
I The audience will join in singing 
',"Old Mi~souri." and the Benedic-
tion will be pronounced by the Very 
I Rev. Monsignor, John P. Flood, 

I pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic 
. Chur:-h to close the program. 

program was authorized, was also on 
the platfonn. 

The University of Missouri band 
was there in full force, playing the 
national anthem and 01' Missouri. 
The invocation was given by Dr. 
Hugh O. Isbell, pastor of the Mis
souri Methodist Church in Colwn
bia. The benediction was provided 
by Monsignor John B. Flood of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Colwnbia. 

From Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, 
came Mr. and Mrs. Wynne M. Cas
teel. Wynne Casteel and Powell 
McHaney had been roommates and 
he seldom forgot to remind Powell 
of how fine it would be if Missouri 
had a four-year medical School. Four 
generations of Casteels attended 
UMC. Wynne, Jr., played varsity 
basketball and Mark Casteel 
(grandson) were on the varsity tennis 
team. Wynne, Sr., died December 
17, 1971, at age 67, and Mona on 
January 9, 1997. All were great sup
porters of Mizzou. 

Although Jim Finch had become 
president of the board of curators, 
Powell B. McHaney represented the 
board on the program. The entire 
board of curators were present. 

Powell B. McHaney gave one of 
the major speeches at the dedication 
on November 10, 1956. Looking out 
on that beautiful golden autwnn Mis-

The dedication ceremonies were actually held infront of the main entrance souri morning, Mr. McHaney en
to the hospital, not on the west side as indicated. visioned great days ahead for the 

medical school - days filled in the 
training of future generations of Missouri doctors 
and days when one of medicine's most significant 
discoveries would be made - at the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine. His was a dream to 
challenge us all. McHaney remarked that getting 
funds to maintain and operate not only the medical 
center but also the entire University would be a con
tinuing problem in the future. He pointed out that 
Missouri had not kept pace with the needs of higher 
education; Missouri ranked 42nd in per capita ex
penditures for higher education. He also noted the 
low salary scale for faculty at the University and 
warned that the University would lose its best faculty 

November morning is still vivid. Seats were placed 
in the circle drive in front of the Hospital as well as 
on the grass. The official dedication party was seated 
beneath the portico of the hospital. The official party 
included Governor Phil Donnelly and Governor
clect James Blair, Jr., Dean Roscoe L. Pullen, 
University President Elmer Ellis, and fonner 
president of the board of curators Powell B. 
McHaney. Also seated were Dr. J. William Hinton, 
professor and chainnan of the department of surgery 
at New York University School of Medicine and Dr. 
Arthur S. McComas. Fonner Governor Forrest 
Smith, under whose administration the building 
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unless it raised salaries. This statement was made in 
1956. It is still being echoed and re-echoed today, in 
1997. 

At the time of the dedication, the new five-story 
nurses dormitory was completed but neither the 
medical sciences building nor the hospital were in 
the final stages of completion, although both were in 
use. It was expected that the legislature would 
provide funds for opening up 220 patient beds in the 
first fiscal year and 330 for the following year. In the 
last half of the second fiscal year, it was anticipated 
that full use of the hospital would be achieved. 

Powell McHaney declared in his address, 

We cannot and must not evaluate the 
medical center solely in terms of the number 
of Missourians that will be graduated from it 
as medical doctors. We must keep constantly 
in mind that this medical center will furnish 
not only doctors for the people of Missouri, 
but will grant greatly needed hospital care to 
indigent patients throughout the state -
people who would otherwise suffer need
lessly because of the lack of medical hospital 
care. 

McHaney praised the acquisition of the medical 
facilities as an accomplishment that, ''will be 
beneficial to the state of Missouri and its people long 
beyond the lifetime of those gathered here today." 

After the dedication exercises, guided tours of 
the facility were offered to visitors. 

I remember later on that morning, being called to 
the bedside of a teenage pregnant mother who was 
dying of poliomyelitis. To my knowledge, this was 
the last death from poliomyelitis that occurred within 
the medical center. 

Later that afternoon, a large crowd watched 
Missouri outplay the Buffalos, but finally had to 
settle for a 14-14 tie. Colorado went on to the 
Orange Bowl and defeated Clemson. Missouri 
played Kansas in the next game before a 
Homecoming crowd of 28,000 and Coach Don 
Faurot's last game as Missouri coach. In the last 
seconds of the game, deffensive left tackle Chuck 
Mehrer sacked the Kansas ball runner in the end 
zone for a safety and Missouri won 15-13 to cap a 
great ending for our legendary Missouri coach. 
Throughout his years at Missouri, Coach Don Faurot 
was an ardent supporter and patient of the medical 
center. 

Don Faurot lived almost forty more years and 

died at age 92 while a patient at the medical center. 
Knowing death was near, he remained lucid until 
almost the end. Throughout, he tried to comfort his 
family and was his typical kind and considerate self 
that so characterized his entire life. 

On the Saturday morning of the dedication, I 
hosted a breakfast at the Tiger Hotel for Dr. Arthur 
McComas, Dr. J. William Hinton, and a number of 
doctors in the community. Dr. McComas was a 
member of the platform committee during the 
dedication. It had been a dream of his to see the four
year medical school established since back in the 
1920s when he was president of the Missouri State 
Medical Association. He had even recommended 
that the site of the four-year school be at the south 
end of Hillcrest A venue, where it actually is now! 

Early the next week, Dr. McComas was dead. In 
a letter to Dr. 1. William Hinton, on November 16, 
1956, I wrote, 

Dear Dr. Hinton, 

It is certainly a good thing that the 
dedication was last week because the 
weather has turned rather bad here this week. 
The funeral for Dr. McComas yesterday 
afternoon was in his little town of Sturgeon 
and in a little Christian church across the 
street from his home. Many of the doctors 
whom you met at the breakfast were at the 
services. I'm certainly glad that you had the 
opportunity to meet him as he, no doubt, 
represents one of the really great men in the 
history of Missouri medicine. He was the 
father of the Crippled Children's Service 
which has become quite a big thing in Mis
souri. He was also the father of the Ellis 
Fischel State Cancer Hospital. And, as you 
know, he was most influential in the many 
years of work for the medical school. He 
was president of the Missouri State Medical 
Association over 35 years ago. 

As far as I can tell, there are two students 
interested in the Bellevue internship in our 
Medical School (senior class). Both of these 
are desiring straight internships in surgery 
and both of them are interested in coming to 
the fourth surgical division at Bellevue Hos
pital. With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr. 
Chairman, Dept. of Surgery 

341 



History of Medicine at 01' Mizzou 

The two students were Tom Fischer and Jeffer
son Davis. Dr. Tom Fischer has been active in the 
alumni association and as president of the University 
of Missouri Medical School Foundation, Inc. Jeffer
son Davis later won the Citation of Merit Award 
from the University of Missouri Medical Alumni As
sociation. He died of a malignant melanoma in 1989. 
Our hyperbaric medicine facility is named for Dr. 
Jefferson Davis because of his world pioneering in 
the medical uses of hyperbaric oxygen therapy. 
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MEDICAL SCHOOL 
DREAM MATURES 

The M. U. $13,600,000 Teach· 
ing and Treatment Center 

Is Oediuted. 

M'HANEY CITES A NEED 
Addition.1 Funds for Building 

Exp.nsion, as Well .s 
M.intenance. 

(BII Tltt Star·j O\C I! !"rnirt. ) 

Columbia. Mo., Nov. 10.
The University of Missouri 
formally dedicated its $13 .60U.-
000 medical cenler in cere· 
monies today at which Powell 
B. McHaney of ::;t. Louis. cura· 
tor of the university, and Dr. 
Roscoe B. Pullen . medical 
dean. were speakers. 

McHaney was president of 
the curators when the legisla· 
tive decision was made to ex· 
pand the university 's medical 
school to a full 4·year course 
leading to a doctor of medi-" 
cine degree. I 

Dr. Pullen . directed con' l 
. truction of tile three bUild· 
ings which house the HI·bed 
teaching hospital , the medical 
sciences building and the l 
nurses' home. 

Occupied Since Sept. 15. 
While the buildings are not , 

all complete. the tea~hing hos' l 
pital was occupied September , 
15 and since that time has : 
been providing facilities for i 
an average of approximately' 
100 patients a day. Use of lhe 
facilities will expand as en· 
rollment in the medical school 
grows. although the 441.bed . 
capacity is not expected to be . 
required for two or morc . 
ears . 

II was an inspiring 
occasion. 

In Proper Perspective 

Two days after the dedication, the Columbia 
Daily Tribune in their lead editorial bemoaned the 
fact that "sometimes we miss the boat." 

With all of our progress, sometimes we 
at the University-Columbia community miss 
the boat - painfully. We fail to take ad
vantage of our opportunities to gain a place 
in the sun for our institutions and our com
munity-to reap the harvest of bringing 
people to Columbia and telling the story of 
our institutional and community excellence 
to the people of the state and the nation. 

What we are thinking about this morning 
is the dedication of the university's new 
medical center last Saturday. The opening of 
the four-year medical school with its multi
million dollar plant, if not the most impor
tant event in the university's history since 
the institution's actual founding, was cer
tainly one of the most important. It was an 
event of national significance. Only once in 
a blue moon is such an institution put togeth
er and placed in operation by any university. 
If the institution with this great hospital is to 
provide leadership for state-wide medical 
service to the state, as its proponents hoped 
it would, its opening was of tremendous sig
nificance to the people of the state. It may be 
fifty or a hundred years before anything of 
equal importance occurs on the MU campus. 

Yet, this dedication, which might have 
been the platform for gathering of both 
medical men and women and of civic leaders 
from throughout the state to hail completion 
of the first step in launching so important a 
development in the affairs not only of our 
university but of the state as a whole, be
came just a little family gathering. None of 
the state's major newspapers were here; only 
a handful of representives of other medical 
institutions attended. The program was 
timed to conflict with a major medical meet
ing in another state, and to be crammed into 
an hour before a major football game would 
jam the city's hotel facilities. 

Dedication of the medical center, viewed 
by the university itself with the importance 
it really merits, could have done quite a sell
ing job to the people of the state and to the 
legislators themselves. Too often in our 
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community, both at the university and else
where, we deal too lightly with things that 
are important. We are not suggesting flam
boyant publicity campaigns as a Florida 
resort, cheesecake type, but we are suggest-

ing that there are a great many achievements and 
potentials in our community, particularly in the 
university portion of it, that need to be told, 
exploited, if you will, in proper fashion. 

Photo by Andy Tau 
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