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	Body of Abstract: Nebo Hill and Sedalia points are contemporary artifacts that date to the Late Archaic period (3000–600 B.C.). Both point types are lanceolate shaped and were used either as dart points or spear points. Even though the two point types are similar, archaeologists have argued that they represent different types not only in form, but also in distribution. Consequently, the two point types also are thought to be indicative of two separate groups of people. Nebo Hill points are found in and around the Kansas City area whereas Sedalia points are found concentrated in the Sedalia, Missouri area. Conversely, some archaeologists have argued that the two point types are similar enough to be considered the same type and that the perceived differences are the product of normal variation within the group. This study supports the first proposal that the points do represent two different point types. The conclusions are supported by measurements that demonstrate significant differences between the two types that appear to distribute according to the core areas defined for the types. Differences between the two point types often have been attributed to isolation and drift that occurred as the two groups of people separated from one ancestral group. However, the relationship between the distribution of Phragmites australis, or common reed, and Nebo Hill points is offered in this study and provides an alternate explanation for the change in form founded on a possible intensification in the occurrence of socket hafting. Common reed is more readily available in the Nebo Hill area and more suitable for socket hafting. The measurements on most of the Nebo Hill point hafts, which are narrower than those of the Sedalia points, are comparable to the average diameter of the common reed. This contrasts with the Sedalia points where most of the hafts are wider than the average diameter of the common reed.
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