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In an era of increasing focus on the cost of health care and utilization of resources, the following article, and 

associated editorial, raise questions regarding the cost effectiveness of hospitalists, focusing on higher costs 

during the period after discharge in patients cared for by hospitalists rather than their primary care provider.  

Limited to a Medicare population with an identified primary care provider, the results may not be generalizable 

but highlight many of the challenges of providing cost effective care while also ensuring a smooth transition back 

to the outpatient setting. 
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REDUCING DURATION OF ANTIBIOTIC THERAPY 

 

To reduce the incidence of antibiotic resistance, it is important to both eliminate the inappropriate use of 

antibiotics and to reduce the duration of therapy when antibiotic treatment is indicated.  The following article 

reviews evidence-based studies of the appropriate duration of therapy for certain infections and also reviews the 

use of biomarkers to determine the endpoint of antibiotic administration. 
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