
Identification:
Height - up to 35 feet in one growing 
season, which lasts early spring until 
the first frost or late fall.
Leaves - 2 to 5 inches long, grow in     
opposite pairs, five large lobes toothed 
along the edges and with a rough 
texture.
Flower - flowers in mid-to-late summer. 
Male flowers are small greenish-yellow 
on upright stems. Female flowers hang 
down in clusters that are covered in 
scale-like structures. Both flowers have 
five petals. 
Stem - vine structure is covered in 
downward facing prickles. These     
prickles help Japanese Hop climb trees up to 
10 feet tall and are also known to cause skin 
dermatitis. Vines twine counter-clockwise.

Habitat: Japanese Hop grows fastest in areas with ample sunlight and moist soil. It will grow in sandy, loamy 
or clay soils. The plant prefers riparian areas, or river banks, making the Missouri River an ideal habitat. This 
plant also grows in and along grasslands, hayfields and roadsides.

Reproduction: This is an annual vine. During early spring, seeds are spread by wind, animals, water,  
vehicles and equipment to other areas and begin germination. The vines die in the first frost. When the vines 
wither away, they leave behind an abundance of seed for the next year. The seeds are light/dark brown and 
round.

Reasons for Invasive Status: Japanese Hop is native to China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan. It was 
imported to the U.S. from Asia in the mid-to-late 1800s for ornamental use. The plant twines to climb adjacent 
vegetation and structures and sprawls across open ground to form a dense mat several feet deep. This allows 
it to quickly dominate the area where it is growing, killing native plants by taking much needed nutrients and 
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sunlight. Climbing vines can even pull down small trees. Once it has grown well in an area, this plant begins to 
spread seeds and continues to reach further. The plant most commonly occurs in the eastern U.S., but is also 
common along the Mississippi River and Missouri River. It is so successful along the Missouri River because it 
responds quickly to frequent flooding and siltation disturbances, allowing it to dominate other plants that grow 
back slower.
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For More Information: This is issue number 8 in volume I of issues all related to the Missouri River. To 
access the rest of the collection, visit the Missouri River Relief Education page at riverrelief.org. This issue was 
published in June 2018.


