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ACINOILEDGHENTS 

In ■el cting th covera of the war in Vietn by 

network television•• a theaia topic, the re1urch r i1 

hampered to a degree by the current nature o f th 1ubj ct. 

Aa • re1ult, one of th chief 1ourc • of infoniation for th i1 

1tudy wu through lett re of inquiry. The1e were written t o 

a number of p ople who d al with network TV' 1 co rag of 

thi1 war every dAy: to tel vi1ion n I th elvea, to 

government and milit.ary , and to preu critic• . 

The writer waa concern d that aft r many It• of 

r • arch, enough material on 1uch .a curr t opic 1till 

m1 ht ~ot have b en. found to jwi ify th 1tudy. 

a good reapon~e to hi• letters of inquiry wa1 IDOSt import nt . 

That responae wu forthcoming , and a note of thank• certainl 

ia jwitified to the bu1y p ople ~ho t o t he t tor ly. 

For without their help, thi1 r • arch effort would not ha 

en fruition. 

Spac do I not allow a l11ting of 11 th p ople to 

wh th writer is ind bt d, but a sp cial no e of thanlta 

is du Ron St n of NBC nd t o P t r a rford of CSS, 

D26891 



Saigon bur au chief.I of th ir reap ctiv n tworlu. O th 

many persona to whom l ttera of qu ation w e WTitt , th a 

m n 11a1at have be among the buai at of all. Y t, th y 

found time to write thorough anaw ra to th qu ationa uk 

Thia information w • at h lpful. 

Anoth r p raon who waa v ry coop rativ in provldl 

valuabl mat rial wu Kn th l . Wilson, adai_niatrator of 

th N York Chapt r of th National Academy of T l vision 

Arte and Scienc He track d down th audio tap• ot a 

forum conduct d by bia organization on 'lV'a cov r g of th 

Vl tna se situation and t oughtfully provid d th se for 

th author'• ~onv nienc • 

And flnally a n.ot of appr elation also i ext d d 

to Dr. Edward C. lAmbert, th wrlt r'• chi f advisor, for 

his ncouragement and sup rvision throu hout this r • rch 

effort. 
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Ali Un'IODOCTIO 'l'O 11iE STUDY 

The war in Vi tn&JII ha• b c th ov rridin fact 

in the national life of the United Stat •. Aa 1uch 1 ii 

probably the most comiplex and difficult war to and 

interpr t that the American preu ever ha• cover d. 'fflia 

ii eap cially tru for n twor televhion. b cauae Vi nam 

ie televi1ion'• firat war. 

Now Americana in th ir awn h • can get a cloa -up 

of a diatant war almoat b for th a di on tb b ttl -

f1 ld. But back home vi ra and gov rnm.ent of iciala do 

not alwaya like what th y • And tb re 1a a continuin 

debat over whether rv. the mot dr tic of t h n • dia, 

1a giving the U.S. the big pictur or th • 11 on of a var 

that baa~ pt the nation puzzl and di1 turb 

Probably no dium ta tbe whol a tory of Vi 

But th black and white or color pic ture d b th 

nation'• thre TV n twor haa auch a tr 

what v r it ahows b c •av ry pow rful and 

ct that 

rabl 

v nt. Aa a r ult , n twork t levision ta • P cial scru 1ny 



in it, bandlin of the aenaitive and intricate •tory that 

Vietnam ha• become. 

2 

Not only ii it a particularly difficult war or he 

TV new•men on the •cene, but the fighting in Vi tn and iu 

political a1pect• pre•ent an dl•••ly perplexing i••u that 

b devil• the television editor• at h Still, th n t-

work• ' cov ra of the war continu • to increa••• no ao 

much for the •ake of the ratin •• but for tba,t «luaiv but 

all important thin called network pr 1tl 

And auae of thil H noted by Dr. Frank Stanton, 

Preaident of the Columbia Broa.dcuting System: 

War ha• cHHd to b a far-off thin o 
ca•ualty 1tatiltic1, unpronounc ble 
n • • and unread •P• chH by Im n. 
111 mi• ry of war, the pain, th d th, th fear, 
th drudgery ••. all tt - .. are brought full­
•c.le to the p ople with wb th final r 1ponai-
bility for nattonal commi nt• in ad r " ic 
•ociety res ta. 

1Pr 1ident Frank Stanton, of CBS, "'fft F ce of War, '' 
a p ch at th Waldorf-Astoria Rot 1, York City, 
January 28, 1966. 
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I. THE PllOBLEM 

~S.:::;ta:.;t==~t .2.£ ~ probl In n ral t th pur-

poae of thh atudy waa to aurv y the cov ra 

Vietnam by network tel vision. 

of th war in 

More •P cifically the atudy wa• dir ct d (l) o d -

fining the problems that aff t the network.a' ability to cov r 

thh war; (2) to lumin how the critic•• th miUt,ry, and 

th t 1 viaion induatry valuate the war cov ra e; and (3) 

to r achin • · concluaiona on th performance of n twork 

t l vb ion in ita coverage of thi• conflict. 

Importance of £h_ .!!!!.!!I, Accordin to,!! £.!!_. 

al.mos 60 p t f 11 ric na now gt st of th ir 

news about Vietna from network t 1 vidon. 2 War always 

bas posed n reaponaibiliti a and opport1.miti son th n • 

media. But th war in th firr:t t that 

both the i diacy and full influ c of televi.sion hav 

been significant factors in t of pub lie opinion 

2 il Ricky, 111h Vi War: Is T levilion Giving 
Us th Picturet", .IY ~. XIV (October 1. 1966), p. 



in time of a 1eriou1 cri1i1. IJ Jack Could, broadca1ting 

critic of !h! .!!!!:! ~ I!!!!!. pointed out: 

For many milliona on the home front who ha 
n ver I en the horror, of war at fint hand. th 
nightly expoaure to 1uff rin and d th on th 
TV 1cr en muat be r cogniz d u ·pouibly on 
foctor in the national unea1ine11 over futur 
policies in Vi tnam . . . the con1tant e,vening 
reminder of war'• con, qu nee tear• th h art 
in vi1ual terma not hr tofore ~ ri nc din 
wan involving th Unit d State,. 

In ry wa.r public op i nion hH been a jor and of n 

the dominant factor in the outcome. But in th cue of an 

undeclared war auch •• Vietn I V n 

more important• and the way in which thia conflict ii r -

ported. with itl ffect on r ican public opinion. could 

win or loae th war, r gardl II of what happ n• in the jun l 

battl •. 4 

With o:>re than 70.000.000 TV I ti now b ngin the 

argumentl about the war in Vi tna into almost ry ri-

3Jack Could, "Crbil in . d of C ntary." !h! _ 
.!2.!:! "--' F bruary 13, 1966, Part 11, p. 17. 

4aanaon W. Baldwin. "'ftl Info tion War in Sai on," 
!h! R porter, XX:XlV (F bruary 24 1 1966), p. 29. 



can home,5 wh re the audienc g n rally numb rs thr or 

four, network tel vision haa the single most iq,o-r-

tant lement 1n th formation of public opinion about thi• 

conflic t. 

s 

It ii no secret that P king' 1 a.nd Hanoi' 1 hop I for 

victory in Vietnam are k y d to winning this battl of public 

opinion. 6 With its vast audi nee and great 1q, ct, th 1111-

portanc of network t l vhion in this battle of American 

public opinion cannot b ov reatimat d. 

It. TELEVISION WAil COVEUCE: PAST AND PRESENl' 

All wars hav had th ir r port ra, and •~h lean 

cor-r 1pondent in hil own time has fac d innovaUona. Today 

in Vietnam th innovation ii th-.: portabl motion picture 

sound camera up front with the troops. 

With this equi nt the TV er s ar able to cov r 

what has b COllle televiaion'1 first war. Wo-rld War II end d 

b for t.h advent of nation-wide t el vision. During th 

S ell Kick, y, "Vietnam: la T 1 viaion Giving Ua th 
Pictur 'I" , .!!~, XIV (Octob r 8, 1966), p. 26. 

6aaldw1n, .22· lli• , p. 29. 
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Korean War there were only about 10,000,000 TV h •• and 

televbion' • role in that conflict wu. ther for • elativ ly 

unimportant. But today Vi tna. can b seen on 1D0r than 

70,000,000 American TV ecreene. No dietant war wee ever 

brought eo cloee to eo many and in eucb great detail. To 

moet Americana the obliteration of entire citiee in G rmany 

and Japan in World War 11 w re little more than cold n •­

pap r headlin • and radio bull tiru. But now b ca\1ae of th 

coverage of the war in Vietnam by network televieion, the 

burning of a tiny ha.alet ia ob• rvable in almoet any livin 

room 36 hour• after it Uk• place. 

How v r, TV in Vietna ie etill feeling it• way. IJ 

Lou Cioffi, ABC Far Eut Corr epondent, not d • "T levieion 

has nothing in its history to p:- p r it for th.ia kind of 

story. 117 

But now the thr e American TV network• are eparin 

littl in effort and exp ae in learning how to cov r the 

Vi tnam war. Thr yeare ago few r than a dozen fr 

all th dia covered the conflict, and•• late•• 1964, 

non of th TV n tworu had a full-time correapond t 

7Hi.ck y, (October 1, 1966) • EJ?· ill•. p. 8. 
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in Vietnam. ff'len with the American troop build-up atarti 

in th fall of 1965, the pr•• corp• r accordingly. C 

•aa the firat to aet up • permanent bur u in Sai on, h d d 

initially by 25-year-old Carrick Utl y. 'fflen CBS follow d 

with Morley Safer, who waa pull d out of London. t, ABC 

aigned on Malcolm Browne, Pulitzer Priz -winning fo r 

IJaociat d Pr••• reporter, aa ita full-time un in Sai on. 

And on a liat a year lat r that ahow d the a o 400 

accredit d journaliata in Vi tnam, 82 of them w r with th 

thr e rican t le vb ir-,n n tworka • 8 

III. THE HETHO.D or PROCEDURE 

of b writin , th 

war in Vi tnam b a till a act t hat pla u._ • the natio l 

l1f of the Unitd Stat •. IJ a r ault of the natur 

of tb topic , th only r dily available aou?:c • of info 

tion w re p riocUcal■, n apapera, a d r c t 

r lating to lV'• efforts in Vietnam. 

cb of th material vaa found in variou.a broadc.aati 

8 11 Hickey, (Oc.tob r 8, 1966), .22· ill·• p. 26. 



and trad journall. Curr nt n • 

8 

zin • with th ir • c-

tiona on the pr••• and broadcasting alao provid d valuable 

background. In addition, th••• aourc • av 1 d tooth r 

origins of information: to a number of •P ch • r lat:in t o 

the topic and to a H t of tapes on a forum by th York 

Chapter of the N!ltional Academy of T leviaion Arts and Sci­

ence•, "T 1 vision War Correspondent: flt • Bre d. 11 

M th re• rch t hrough th•• aou.rce, continu d, 

other qu ation, wer . raia d, the an ra to which ~• not 

r dily available. flt only way in which th ae additional 

qu ationa could b answer d waa by writing 1 t t r• of in­

quiry t o the p opl• who, b cau e of their po ition, could 

b t pr ovid th n d d info tion. r ore, per• l 

l tt rs were written to various uthor t H in th n twor • · 

to pr •• offic r• of th ov mment and litary; and also 

to aev ral broadcasting critics. Al o eth r, 44 differ t 

l tt rs w re written, ch aaldn ap cific qu tiona of th 

individual to whom it waa addr u d. fltir y• fiv r 11•• 
were receiv d, a r tum rat o of n arly Op r c t. 

s w r extr ly short and to th point and oth r11 

V ry d tail d. 



Limitationa £! ,Sh! 1tudy, At the t o thh writing, 

no similar studi • of n twork televiaion'• of th 

war in Vietnam had yet been attempt d, IJ a r 1ult t he !b.2l.., 

1cop of che probl waa b fore the re1earch r. Tb r fore 

it wa1 decided that th b 1t approach in cov ring ehil aub• 

j ct would be t o 1urv y the topic in eneral tet'1111 . tlop • 

fully, later re1earch r1 would be able t:o use thh wo.rk H 

a foundation for more •P cific 1tudi • of TV'• cov ra of 

th war and it• effect• on th rican audi ce. 

1'118 atudy ii limit d, howe r, in that it re fen 

only ton twork tel vi1ion 1 1 cov rage of the• tuation ~ 

Vi tnam. twork TV allo hH ap · t conlid rabl t in 

covering related 1torie1 which ,,.v d lop d out ide 

Vi tnam: the. national un 1in u ov r the dra nd th 

p c demonatrati~ in th1• country, f r But • 

consid ra.tion of the networks' co ra of t e r lat d 

atori • wa1 b yond the 1cop of this s t udy . 

.;;.=:====s ;2! !h_ s t udy . Because of th curr t 

n tur of th topic, t h anav· r1 to of th qu 1t ion1 

involv d r not r dily availabl to the r rch 

Writing l tt re of inquiry was not a let solution, 
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becau, it h difficult to commun.icat: fully in a f typ -

written lin •• Obviously, a number of th repli Ir lly 

did not provide the answer, for which th r • rcher w&1 

looking. Follow- up lett re could not b utiliz din th• 

CHH b cauae of the expenee involved and b cau1 of th 

length of time gen.erally n ceuary for a r ply. 

C rtainly a dialogu with thou concern d with n t­

work t l via ion• a cov r•g of ·th war would h.ave b en much 

more eff ctive. B c.auae of the c lex1ty of r ching th a 

officials and n ,men, however, th11 approach waa not finan­

cially fea1ible. An additi-onal w akn u to a study of th_it 

typ wa1 point d out by Sal on Bur u Chief for CBS N •, 

P t r H -rford: 

Your r search mu fully in · 
plete Wtleu you l t six 
months in then twork 1hop1 in York , d at 
least a y r in Vi t:na. Or ..• you will 
ccW11.1lat a gr t d al .:,f opinion, ~nd a ij uci y 

of fact. The "facts" are ti.rd to c by. 

Th writ r must cone d that H, rf~d' • point do • 

have a validity. C rtainly a th aia of this type cannot 

provid all the anawers, but it is ab inni 

9P raonal l tt r fr P t r H. rford, Saigon ur u 
Chief, CBS s, dat d Octob r 15, 1966. 
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is. 

of thi• study ia organi&ed into five oth r ch ptera. 

fl'te rat 

Cbapt r 

II. "How th War II Cover d." explain• how the n tworka are 

abl to get on-the-seen terial. fl'te chapt r also point• 

out the particular probl that Vietnam pr• ta for th 

TV n tworlta and introduc • the r ader to the 

thi• atory for television. 

who co r 

flt third chapter i1 d voted to a aurv y of th diffi-

culti • creat d by th probl of cenaorahip and pr u 

r lations in Vi tnam. Both aff ct the oth r dia as ch 

u th y do t 1 vision, but th ae problems involv an ar 

the r •arch~ felt d aerv d a• parate chapt r to this 

study 1110r complete. 

"Examples of What th Vi r Can S •" 1a th title of 

th fourth chapt r, nd it 1a includ d to giv th 

id of what h produc d when th networks' Vi tn product 

i• ahown on the acr • of rica'• 70,000,000 TV• ta. 

ni fifth chapt r of this study 1a iv to an uaea -

nt of n twork tel vu ion'• Vi t:nam co ra e by those who 

are the 1110at cone rn d with it: th critics• for 

th government and th litary, and the TV new11men. th el •· 
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lbe purpoae of the la1t chapter ii to tie to th r 

th·• l001e enda that remain, but primarily it it t o provid 

,ome final concluai0n1 about n twork TV'• cov r• e of thia 

conflict. 

From the terlal which thus ha1 been compil d, th 

information on th following pa • ii preaented in th hop 

of broad ning th r d r 1 1 lmowledg and und ntanding of 

th cov ra of th war in Vi tn by network levi1ion. 



CHAPTEI. II 

HCM THE WAil IS COVEllED 

In pa•t war• in which the Unit d Stat• ha• b in-

volv d, new•men hav b en able to report accomplishment• in 

terms of hill• and road junction• tak n, citi • occupi d, 

and mile, gain d. But the conflict in Vietna 1• pretty 

much a gu rrilla war. IJ a r •ult, n found it 

much more difficult torpor~ in tangible t 

at th 

1>lacu. 

fightin 

'l'her ar no frontline• i n V tnam; th war i• fought 

•ame time all over the country at cor • of diff r ~t 

No on ha• yet c up with a • t of rul for 

such a war, and thus h rear f guid lin • for 

news n to follow in rel)ortin it. Thh ia esp cially tru 

for the t levi•ion n tworka, •ince Vietnam h TV'• fir1t 

war. But in addition, Vi tnam pos • •P cial probl for 

television, b yond those fac d by the oth r dia, which 

gr atly influence th n twork•' ability to cov r he •tory. 

Th purpo• of thi• chapt r h (1) to r late how the 

conflict i• cov rd by n twork 'IV; (2) to cov r th particu-

lar probl that th n tworka face in Vi nd (3) to 
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introduce the n who r port thb s tory for th TV n twor 

I. ON 'l1lE SCENE 

Covering !h!, Military Conflict. Unlike th who 

work in Vietnam for th oth r dia, the networks' c ra 

crews can't get a "fill-in" from• one ela to cov r wha 

th y might h v miu d. 11'1 n spap r or ma nine r porter 

can write a gnificent account of a battl h missed by 

s v ral hours. But tel vision is a pictur di , and ao 

the TV reporter has to be th r when it happ na, or h won't 

hav a story. IJ a r eult, a of th tworlt n amen hav 

b on mor op ra ions than ny soldiers. 

m.t networ t 1 viai r th 

f1 ld 1n Vi tnam often d p nda upon a c ination of uncanny 

luck and canny conn ctiona. 1b only exc ption occur■ wh 

th military notify new11llll!n in advance of a jor c ign. 

But fr quently, gettin significant battl pictur sis simply 

a tter of good fort1m 

Providin transporUtion for then twork er sin 

Vi tnam falls inly on the Air Force and y .. flte Air 

Fore furnish s a numb r of plans, available on a ach dul d 

basis, for rout in daily mave:ii11en o nev:1111111!:n Bu th y are 



fr qu ntly not going the right way at the right t 

e11p cially when a battle erupt•. Th n 1p cial arran 

hav to be mad . 

1.5 

ta 

Then tworka also d pend h avily on Army helicoptera. 

P ter lalisch r • CBS s Far Ea1t corr 1ponden, not d: 

Th re ar on • a t . •, two, pr••• h li· 
copt rs; •o naturally it'• a conat.ant fi ht for 
apac . Wet 11th CBS want• to o, and th 
first thin they try to do is knock off th 
soundman .•. W ke our own d al• with ri­
can and Vi tnameae pilot• . Away from S 1 on and 
th battl of rd tap, it'• aai r to hitch 
rid a .10 

Ther is atrong c etition .-mon. th n twork er • 

in th fi ld in Vi tnam, and a fr ach of 

th thr n tworka will a how up for th a op ration. 

When that happ na the er on the ac n firat g ti ita pick 

of the aircraft or the unit which it will accomp ny . 

After a whi l the exp r1 c d handa t to kn the 

"hot" units, th on s with which the b 1t 1tori s are likely 

to occur. But one at levision er has c tted itaelf 

on a military misaion, it usually ..at atay on until the 

op rati.on is compl t d. The er hop a t o g t ahot at, or 

lOAlb rt Kr r ., "T l vision' a M At War , 11 

T l vision, XXII (July, 196.5), p. 3 • 
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la it won't have a atory. But if that 1a not th caa 

th men rarely can jump in a jeep and look a elae 

for a battle. There are f j p• and ven .f r ro da in 

th jungle. 

For all th.e n a dia, th logistical probl in 

Vietnam ar amon the 1110at difficult. Charla Arnot, ABC 

N a South at A.lia corr apondent, aaid that cov ring th 

war 1a "90 p r cent: lo iatica, 10 p r cent journa 11 1111 

Ron St inman, Saigon Bur u Chi f for NBC N a, indicat d 

that fully 50 per cent of the ti hia p opl ap nt: in th 

field waa on airplan a or in b licopt rs and j ep . 12 

Although th military provid a transportation for t:b 

long distance mov a in Vi tnam, th TV c atill hat to 

ap nd long houra walkin if U: 1a t o g t th atory on ilm. 

Thia ia where th tel vision er really ma ita pay, be-

cause th TV "pencil" may igh a v ral hund1:· d p unds, con­

sisting of camera, film, and aound ear worth possibly aa 

much a.a $10,000. In addition, the 

11Ibid. 

12p raonal lett r fr 
Chi f, NBC ew1, dated Oct:o 

n, Saigon ur u 
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water, ration•, poncho, and• ti.me• aw apon. 

Probably the 1110at typical part of at l viaion crew'• 

Hfe in Vietnam la • thing called the "walk in th aun" 

story. !llrray Fromaon, CBS N s corr apond t, av an 

xampl 

N r Chu Lai, l walk d for aix hour• in 
130 d gr hat. Sixty Marin• f 11 to heat 
prostration, but th r was no a1 nificant 

13 contact with unfriendly forces. o atory. 

An.0th r x.aq,l wu provid d by Dan Rath r, alao a 

CBS corr spond nt: 

probl 

For four daya w walk d with th Marin• 
nur Danan without inding th Vi tcon . A 
major apologiz d for the lack of action, but 
aaid, 'T01110rrow th chanc • are quit ood.' 
W w re up at 3 A.H., mov d out b fore 
walked 17 kil tr• and r ch d South 
Vi tnamea Army outpo t tmich had alr dy 
been wip d out. So all I ot was hundr d 
feet of an aftermath story. o b ttl footag 14 

But wh n battl ac s ar captur don film, oth r 

are created. CBS'• Pt r Hr ord explain d: 

W b gin with th It 

13H1ckey, (Octob r 8, 1966), .22· £!!., p . 13 . 

14Ibid. 
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and. it do an 't work all t .he time. W must try 
to present visually a broad story, bu·t our own 
technical limitations produce narrow pictur •. 
In this aenae then d for a corr apond nt 1• 
greater t:han v r in Vi tnam. So on has to 
point out that what y look lilt Armag ddon, 
hn' t Armageddon . • • visual cir do • not 
always indicate •• nt:ial meanin . Thia prob­
lem i• fac d by t 1 vif!on v rywh r; it 1• 
h ighten d in Vi t:n • 

Fatigu h always a probl , eap cially or th c ra-

n, and p rticularly when th y do 

ag . Jim Wilson, a 33•y r•old c 

t to film battl foot-

or CBS a who 

usually sp nds a v ral nth • y r in Vietnam, pointed 

out:: 

nt Army train you not to do • of th · thin • 
w do. You hop out of a chopp r first t:o f1 
t:he troop• g ttin off, You run aclt b hind 
th to film wb r they ~r oin Oft 
you're xpoa d to You phyaically put 
yourat!lf through r than th troops go 
through •.• lu ing your quipment in 100 
degre h t. Aft r cwh.il you' re in no a hap 
to do ad c t job.16 

nt, n twork corr apondenta who ar • 

reporting fr Vi tn t 1110at of the c 

ch ev in 

t, and f 

15Hi rford, ,22. ill· 
161.1b rt ltro er, "Vi tna : T 1 via lon'• Cru 1 at 

T t," T 1 vi ion, XXIII ( y, 1966) , p. 41. 
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vi.ew ra r aliz that th unaun p ople of th war ar th 

n like Jim Wil•on who muat trud e through th jun l • and 

rice paddi s of Vietnam while load d down with th ir c a 

equipment. 

Help 1• on the way foT th c.meramen, how v r, •ince 

th networks ar switching to then B clcman-Whitl y portable 

sound camera, th CM-16, which wa• d v loped in coop ration 

with ABC. It w ighs only 15 pounds and gos up to 24 pounds 

with its pow r p ck and aiaplifier, Deliv ry of the CM-16 

start din th s r of 1966 . 

11\is portabl sound qui nt now be:ln us d is on 

of th innovationa which Vi tnA has introduc d into 1V's 

cov rage of warfar In th days of Kor , th w r 

made by silent c ru with the •ound add d lat r. But th 

new portabl sound c raa hav chang d all that. flt on­

th •seen battle sounds can now also b cal)tur d by er s in 

the field. 

Th cli tic effects on all this xp nsiv qui t, 

how v r, can b quite a rioua. Th probl 

tho of rust, corrosion, nd fungua gr h. 

ar principally 

lb r fore, th 

gear is tr ted with prep r t i ona to combat th eff eta of 

wat rand corros ion . 
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The film. th networks uae, wh th r color or black and 

whit , is generally k pt und r refri ration in Saigon. B • 

caus of this, fungus probl with th film ar not s rioua, 

except on expeditions into th fi ld. '1h r fri ration 

bec01Des mor difUcult. A fr qu t practice at C is to 

pack th film in dry ice in picnic type, dhposabl ice box 

in an ffort to~ pit cool before it is us d. 17 

Th se portabl sound c ras have r tly increased 

th impact of t l vision's war cov ra e. A ood ex.ampl o f 

this fact occurred in Karch of 1966 at Qui on, on th 

co stal lowlands of South Vi tnam. John Laur nc , a 26-y r­

old CBS newsman, and his c ra crew were on• rod rch 

with an American unit when suddenly a South Vietn se 

armor d colUDl'l opened fire on th stakin th ric ns 

for orth Viet se. 

'fl\ Danish c hur::1 dly f1 d th aruior d 

column's belching guns, th n r-by xplosion . and th 

pann d to an rican offic r who was shoutin into a 

17P raonal l tt r fr 
Bureau S rvi.c a , NBC •, 

L. A. McCl lland, Hana r , 
York, dat d Octob r 7, 19 6. 



t lephon : "For God'• aalte, atop 1.t ! W 'r 

21 

ricana! 1118 

flle aoundman, a 22-y ar-old fllai na d Vallop oon, 

was then hit in th stomach by ahrapn 1 and toppl d ov r. 

Laurence turn d quickly to interview th wound d r of 

his crew whi.le the c . raman continu d to captur th hol 

acen on aound film. But 111t0at remarkable of all, llodboon 

still op rat d th sound equipment for hie own int rvi 

Each of the thr e 1V n tworlta hav, auff r c aualt1. • 

in cov ring th fi hting. S of th 

• rioualy, but u of this writing non of th 

by th television n tworka in Vi tnam has y t 

wound d 

loy d 

ill d. 

But almost all of th hav had • 

For examp 1 , -..'BS aoun n Bob Funk , c 

cloa calla. 

n Jim Wilson, 

and r porter Horl y Saf r w re shot down n r the Ankh P •• 

in a Medevac helicopter. Saf r narrat d th incident for 

1V whU lying in th bru.h, with sounds of bull ta r ord d 

on th sound track: 

111 chopp r st hav taken at 1 ast fiv or 
six hita. On went paat _ y fac I brok th pl i­
gla•• and hit, or rath r bruia d, th a of our 
aoundman, Bob Funk. W 'r not exactly plnn d down, 

18atck y, (Octob r 1, 1966), .22.· ill· p. 10. 



but aomewh re in ~ wooda ar a coupl o 
anipen who had enough fire ~ow r, anyway, to 
bring down thia helicopt r. 1~ 

Officially, all the newa dia in Vi 

22 

con-

aid r d to b non- combatant■, and ao non of th ia exp ct d 

to carry weapons. Und r the rule■ of war, a civili n caught 

with a w apon can b tr t d H a •PY· But according to C 

corr apondent Wilaon Rall, there ia a f ling a n th 'IV 

er • in Vi tnam that thy ar considered fair by the 

nemy anyway, and that 1a wh a number of th corr aponden • 

and c go armed when they are cov ri.n a military 

op ration in the field.20 

Ther hav b en a few occaaiona when fl:om th 

tel vhion n, tworka have actually join d in th fighti 

Larry Travi•, a cameraman for N!C, waa giv n a fi da U.lJD 

assignment at an outpoat n r Dan.an But within hour• at r 

h arriv d, hi• camera broke down. So Travi.• •P t th b tt r 

part of four daya h lping with guard duty and lobbing gr -

nad s into a half-acre of y t n-itory b foTe a h licopt r 

19Martin Tolchin, "Vie . • The ra Go Into 
Battl , " .!!!_ __ ~ !.,__, April 17, 1966, Part 11, p. 17. 

20Kro gr, (July, l96S), ill·. p. 7 • 
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finally arriv d to pick him up. 

Anoth r NBC cameraman, Vo Huynh, a Viecr\&lllie., 

with government troop• at Dong Xoa1 who w r runn1 out o 

ammunition one evening. He augg at d that th n crawl ou 

into the barbed wire d f na • and remov the cartrid b lta 

worn by Vietcong who had di d in attacking th po it1on. 

But no on volunt r d. So Vo put down hh ra nd 

crawl d out h1uelf. A little later he r turn d, COV r d 

with mud and blood, but with a doz n en . y cartridg b lta. 

How ver, th wa in Vi tnam h more than just a ground 

action. nte Navy and the Air Fore alao are involv d, and 

th n tworka have b n filmin th ir contribuciona, too . 

Sine moat of the vy'• ac ivi.ty 1• on ahipa a • it b 

10 at of a probl g tting television e r • out to th 

But on.ce on a hip, th er '• probl of cap rin th 

atory on film are few, ainc th action 1• limit d to the 

confines of the ve11el. 

Filming strike.a by the Air Force, how v r, ia n 

entir ly different tt r. To film auch an op 

a jor \Dld rtaking, b caua the action ia not limit d to a 

small ar Whil ra i• n d d to shoo~ 

ground w rs qu ce, ny rear r quir d tog ta clo 

• 
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air support story on film. 

The usual ayat haa been to plac on c n 1n 

4n attacktng fighter and a corrupond nt wi.th a tap r cord r 

in another to provide c ntary. A c ra n alao g rall 

h plac d .in th prop ller driven "•potter" plan with th 

Forward A.ir Controll r, vho dir eta th atrik • by the fi ht r 

aircraft. then a third ca raman h n ded to film round 

pr pa rations, taxi-out, take-off, and landing ac •. 

n and correapondenta, of course, muat b 

bri f d on th mi.as.ion b fore hand, and for tho.s vho will 

b flying, a doz n other factor• are involv d: eurvival i 

down din n y t rritory, ej ction • t proc dur •• ua of 

th par chute, t c . 

In most cases th c ar not 

flying .in high performance fighter aircraft. 

ltp ri 

So 1 

c din 

1a diffi· 

cult for th to r ct to th ar.rer "G- fore••" which force 

their c ras down into th 1r laps at the very 

should b fi d. 

ta that 

AJJ a result of th e difficulti •• th TV n twor 

hav found that, for th moat part, the job of fi 

air war eff ctiv ly for t 1 via.ion tak • too ch effort and 

pr f r to ap d th tr t mor profita ly 1n oth r ar 



2.5 

Covering~ political conflict. But th ar in 

Vi tnam i• much more than ju•t a atilitary conflict. I 1• 

al•o being fought on the political front in Sai on and in 

hundreds of South Vi tnameae h lets. Even though cov rin 

the military action i• a most difficult and dan roua job, 

still that part of th conflict in Vi tnam can b captur d 

on film. Trying to g t a visual treatment of the political 

situation, howev r, is n ntirely differ nt matt r. AA 

Charl • Collingwood of CBS point d out: 

P ople und rstand the principle of war •.. 
of death. T levision can shaw th that. But 
what w flnd now 1a that the corr spondent ha• 
to deal with politically compl x i••u • •• w 11 

. . what goes on in p ople' • h els. W 'v 
n v r f9un.d a way to put a c ra insid p ople • • 
h ads.2 1 

Ev ry story present•• fru:ttrations, but for the 

TV er • in Vietnam, trying to cov, r the political a p ta 

of the war is th biggest frustration of all. 

According to David Burrington of C: 

There ar so ny ond rabl • and iron! • 
her that it's• time• difficult, if not 
downrigh.t i.q>ou ib le• to xp lain t' • happ nin 

21:icro g , (May 1 1966), .21?.• ill•, p. 6. 



in terms that an American audi nee can und r­
a tand. 22 

26 

CBS corr pondent Dan latt- r Hid, "I t A hop 1 u 

f eling when I try tog ton top of thing■. It'• 10 ny­

faceted that nobody c•n really be on top of it. 11 23 

To take the physical punbhment of coverin th war 

in th fi ld usually r quire a youn er man, but to 

sens out of th political compl xitiea gen rally r quir 

an old r, mor exp rienc d correspondent. 

th TV r port r in Vi tnam 1th the dil 

tamina of youth along with the wisdom of a 

combination. 

Fifty-on -y r•old P t r ltaliach r, CBS Far Eut 

Correspondent station d in Tokyu, xpl&in d: 

W 're r luctant to l t a youn corr apond 

• 
th 

lous 

do a stand-up, look-in-th -ey pi ce on • ct 
of Vi tn a politics, and to try to k 
sense out of it for an rican audi c . 
aid r it v ry dang rous t o try. I' auppo 
b th grand old n around I\; r , and I I r luc• 
tant to do it yself. Short-ran political 

22 
Kicky, (Octob r l, 1966), .!?J?.· £!!., p. 8. 

2311eov rin Vi Crud, Fr t, and .J r II T . -· LiOCXVI.I (June 10, 1966), p. 5 • 



prognostication in Vietnam 1• v ry, v ry 
rhky,24 

27 

A.a a result th r apon91b111ty for solid background 

reporting 1• bing left tJ the occasional viaita of n 

Hk Eric S var id of CBS, Howard~. Smith of ABC, and NBC 1 a 

Ch t Huntley; and to Aaian r gulara lik l.allach rand lllrra 

Fromaon of CBS, ABC'• Lou Cioffi and S 

John Rich. Th ae latter men uaually c 

Jaffe, nd NBC'• 

t o Vietnam on 

,short-term aui t fr011 their watch-poata in Ban 

Hon Kong, or Tokyo. 

But for tho• TV new whu stay on n 

month aft r month, just gettin a l d on a br kin story 

ia a r l probl , sine Vietnaa la a count ry wh r r liable 

sources of any kind ar all but non st t. 

th 

NBC'• Ron n xplain d: 

It'• a constant 
deploy your available fore • to th b 
vant11ge . Each n twork bur u chi f ha own 
at of confid ntial contacts in Sai on who b 
bop s will tip bi:m op to th n t bi 
civil d tratlon. 5 

11 Hick y, "Vie Ia T leviaion Civin Us 
t", J! ~. XIV (Octob r 15, 1966), p. 17. 

25Hick y, (Octo r 8, 1966), . ill•, p . 27. 



Tip• for atori • c 

on n twork has a paid info 

South Vietnam'• chi f of atat 

~r aking, nonmilitary n • c 

in a numb r of ways. At 

r in th offic of Pr 

26 But usually l da on 

• from fri nda and r la 

2 

l aat 

r y, 

iv• 

of Vietnamea employ d by th n tworks. Still, chaain down 

ap ratin that a chance to 

go into th fi ld often b c r 11 

Cov ring th political situation in Sai on, or any 

plac la in Vi poa a oth r probl in, Pt r 

Kalisch r of CBS: 

A tipst 
school 1a 
th riot ra, th c 

1 and film cloa 
don't want to b fi 
on th run, dodgin 

th 

tin h 
son thy 
story 

cara. 

qu ation do you stand with 
targ t of riot ra throw­

d natratora and t t r 
and gt both? '11\at'a on 

hav cov ring for t 1 vision. 27 

But battles r 

via ion' a Vi tn 

in at th hard cor of n ork t l -

An unid ntif1 d corr pond t 

26 
~ .• p. 28. 

27
Kr gr, (July, 1965), · £!!. • P· 72. 
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told Neil Hickey of TV ~: 

New York will • d ua a cabl uy1 , d 
more background atorie• on poli ical nd aocial 
angl a.' Sow film pi c on th infla ion in 
Saigon, on th rice barv st, or th black rk t. 
'!hen New York cabl s b ck: 'Your pi c s on infla­
tion xcell t. How ver w not that X bad a 
terrific Marin battl n. r Danang.' 1h only 
way you can gt a blast from York i to t 
b ten by th oppoaition on a comb t atory. 2 

Lett rs 1!:2!!! Vi tn&Dl, 1h pr c din two • cdon• o 

thh chapt r w re intend d to ive •· id of how th var 

in Vietnam is cov r.d by n twork t leviaion and of th diffi­

culti s that ar involv d. But for a mor gr phic d acrip-

tion of th n'• probl in Vi tnam, the followin 

xc rpt• ar off r d from two l tt re writt n by TV . n on 

th scene. 

Jess . Zouamer, ABC vice pr aident and dir ctor of TV 

news, tour d Vi tnam rl in 1966 on fact- finding tour, 

whil looking for futur posaibUiti On H'Arch 

as h and hi.a wif w r r turnin h , both r kill d 

when their Canadian j t er eh d n r Tokyo. us Zoua r 

an indir t casualty of Vi 

28Rick y, (Octob r 8• 1966), . ill·. p. 31. 
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A few w u b for hil d ath, h wrote a 1 tt T fr 

Sai on to ABC New1 Preaident Elmer Low and told wha cov r-

1ng Vietnam 11 lilt for th 

Zousmer 1aid: 

n hoar 1tation d th r 

the probl of cov rin th war ..• if I 
can flo t ords off a para raph ••• 11 lik 
trying to cov r our South in r volt on a bicyr.le 
with on corr pond nt; it'• lik trying to k p 
on top of th n I if ch of our •tat v r 
producin th top n 1 1tory of the day. It'• 11.k 
(as actually h pp n d to u) bin 13 11 • from 
th bi at battl in Vi tnaaa of th day not to 
b r word of it, v n though I talk d to 1uch 
as W • r l. nd, Kinn rd, th Air cav c nd r, 
and mor damn PIO'• (public info tion offic ra) 
than you could il at. '1'b y didn't know 1th r. 
Th pr 11 corp1 in Sai on didn't know until th 
n xt day's bri fing.29 

For n aaon 

corr spond nts in 

Uk ny of th n tvork 

, total cov rag of thi1 confu1i , 

frustrating war isn't too I tis factory, and c r a inly not 

what h would lik for it to b. In al tr to C u-

ti Producer Rob rt orthshi ld, esson wrote: 

I only wish I wer as happy with Vi tnam 
cov rag a.s you ar . Ev ry w k I look at th 
kin a of Huntl y-Brinkl y, Cronkit , nd J nnin •• 
and v ry w k Ir liz that on roll of film is 
just about th total pictur of th Vi t var 

29 Krog r, ( y, 1966), ~· ill·, p. 2. 
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for million• of p opl . Y t th 
on th film n v r match• th w 
and flt it and r ct d to it. 

k portr y d 
I liv d it 

Sure, aome of what'• missing can b 
difficult transportation, chAnic 1 probl 
personnel ahortag s (and ahort•comin s), th 
here•today- gon •tomorrow patt rn of fighting. 
But th re 1a • thin mor famda ntal th n that 
preventing us from shoving vi ra what Vi t 
f el■ lik. Wh n I first c he e I thought y 
job was to k ch story fillin 
in a Uttl of th picture, so aft r nough stor­
i s the pictur would

3
5 complet. That th Qry 

do an't • to work. 

s lat r 11on w • wound d. while on an op Ta• 

tion in th C ntral Highland• of South Vi tn a w • struck 

in the chest by a grenad fra t, und rw nt aur ry t e 

field hospital, and wu tran.sf rr d b ck to the Stat • for 

r cov ry. 

II. THE HEN WHO COVER 'l'HE WAll 

Covering a war has nev r b easy, but 

multi-di nsional natur of th atruggl kea it ven mor 

difficult. As previously indicat d, these probl w 1gb 

re h avily on the TV n man in Vi than on his col• 

1 agu • in th oth r dia. So why o to •• a 

JOibid., p. 38. 

the 



t levhion newsmrnT flte rusona are 
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y. But at th top 

of the liat for the TV r porter in Vietn 1a th fact that 

their• is th hottest bat in th busin 

For the new man, cov ring warfare haa always provid d 

a certain degree of exhilaration, but in the caee of Vi tna , 

ther is the continuously comp llin pull of a first -rank 

story ind sprat n d of top-rater portin And with the 

TV newsman, th re is also the app al to hll pion ring 

spirit, sine Vi tnam 1a r lly the first war ver cov r d 

by t lev1aion. 

flt n twork n in Viet ar all volunt ra; non 

is s nt th re ag.a'ina bis il . the pay is th s as or 

oth r TV news n station d ov rs•• and non twork pays c -

bat bonus s. 

But there ar tangibl r ard . Som of 'IV'• p ople 

in Vi tn ar undoubt dly aiming for th p raonal lory 

and th big p yoff that awaits thoa hose reputat i ons are 

mad in the jun les. On of th youn r correspond ts 

eil Hick y: 

Let's be truthful. W 're all 
We know that if w prov oursel 
hort-cut our car rs by fiv or 

H r in Vi you can t your 



n twork new, thr or four t •aw k. Jtiat'• 
more than you can do in the United Stat•· 

33 

fllen there h the matt r of .xp r1 c . Can·ick 

Utley of NBC pointed out, "You get mor exp ri nc out th re 

in two months than in two years anywh r 
32 

ls , wh th r aa a 

soldier or a jourrullist, 11 

,!!2! many .!,!:! .!h!!:_. >J not d 1n th op in cha pt r, 

the thre n tworks hav juat over eighty acer dit d journ•• 

list• in Vi tnam. CBS and NBC ar uaually aaid to hav th 

larg st 1taff• on the 1cen, follow d by ABC . 

range from 20 to 30 p o~l . 

Ar thes staffs big nough to ad quat ly cov r th 

rally 

war? flt re 1e t o b no g n ral ton thia qu 1tion. 

For example, Peter Her ford, th Saigon bur au chi f for CBS, 

said that practically speaking h do a hav nough r porters 

to cov r th story, although stori • ar still m.iu d. Bu 

h felt that no tt r how ny r port r• w r available, 

this would still be th case. How v r, he conclud d, '"Ad· 

quate' cov rage would, o tt r whoa definition I w r t o 

31Hick y, (Octob r 1, 1966), 

32Tolchin, _22. ill·, p. 17. 

. ill·, p. 10. 



accept, be wholly inadequate in cov rin thb war. 1133 

Ron Stf!inman, head of th NBC bur au in Sd on, 

implied that he could alway• use mor in cov ring the 

4 

war. Buth add d, "It is tting the story that b not ao 

obvious, a.nd • ti • 1 ttin the obvious on o by that 

determin • if you hav ough n to cov r th atory. 1134 

,.. already not d, th• Vi ataaff• ar also •up-
pl nt d by h constant flow of C ntatora Toal th 

Unit d Stat • who yap d fTom a w k to• nth on •P cial 

cov rage or for familiarization. Wh n t Tlal or a ap cial 

progr is b ing gath r d, th n twork y • nd an ntir 

er t o Vietna juat to ahoot film and gath r info tion 

for th on pro ram. 

Q Ufication But th day-to-day r ponaibility 

for covertng this story for 

n who are assign d th .. 

rican vi r falls on th 

In searching foT th qualifications that th 1V n t-

works look for in th ir Vi tnam corr spond ta, th r • .rcher 

33H rford, .!?I?·£!!. 
34ste n, • ill· 
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wrote a letter of inquiry to the pr lident of the n 

ment at ach of the networlta. 

d part-

William McAndrew, President of C a, uid that 

hia n twork looka for 11111tn who hav a broad and prolo d 

experienc in all the buica of newa, combin d with a know-

ledge of the t chnical and ditorial probl 

1ng: 

of broadcaat-

In his r ply CBS a Pr~aid nt Richard Salant indi-

cat d that CBS assigns all of ita corr spond.enta at on t 

or another to Vi tnam and plans ::o continu thia policy. 

Sp cifically, the q,ualificationa which our 
n must et to report fr Saigon ar pr cia ly 

the s as the qualificati.ons th y at t to 
b c correspond nts for CBS a -- thy muat 

35Personal 1 tter fr Willi • McAndr , Pr id 
of NBC s, dat d Octob r 5, 1966. 



be and are firat-rate journaliata who can obs rv 
w 11, vho can r port what thy• , and ~!n x-
plain the aignific nc of what th y a . 

ntere waa no reply from ABC a. 

All thr n tworka 

are having troubl in g tting aeaaon d and knowl d able 

36 

n for Vi tnam. ntis ia moatly b caua of then c ••1 y 

for th corr epond nta to 11 a1 aoldi r1, with all of th 

dang rs and disc fortl of military a rvic • Sine TV n 1-

n and t chnicians re n rally not reepondin in 1uffi-

ci nt numb r1, thia baa er at d r t opportunitiea for th 

young and itioua. 

'l'h pr,,bl 

ia esp cially acut 

of • curing nough c 

'l'h I highly train d 

ar usually too o ld for jungl rch • 

and 1oun n 

in th Stat 

h t 

and are g n rally too afflu nt t o want to both r with such 

discomforts. 

As a r sult, t chniciana from part• of th world 

other than th U.S. ar oft hir d. lhis is ap cl lly tru 

a numb r of wh ar from South-

36p rsonal lett r from Richard Sa lant, Pr sid t of 
CBS ews, dat d Octob r 12, 1966. 
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ast Asian countri • wh r th re is not l vision. B cau• 

of this a curious an01Mly exists: • of th hav 

sen TV or their own film which is vi d daily in th ri-

can home. 

~ manag nt. Gen rally ap kin th TV corr • 

pond nts in Vi tnam, r gardl ss of th ir l v l of ri c , 

ar on th ir own in d cidin w t to cov r and vha to say. 

'ftlia is b aus th fightin th r 1• a shifting thin, and 

so on n v r know• wh re to start from on day to anoth r. 

'ftlen, too, th cab l • back to th Stat • can • ti • tak 

10 or 12 hours ch way. Th r or, it 1• po1sibl for 24 

hours t o laps b tw nth t a qu stion 1• ask d and a 

r ply is r c iv d. 

In answ ring th ·r search r' • qu st ion about news 

nag nt, Ron n, NBC bur u chi f in Sal on, wrot 

h is s times giv n instructions on ,. at to cover, juat as 

any ditor is. Bu h said that h is n v r told wh t to 

y. Rath r, h instructs his r port r• to so pr sent th ir 

stori a that th facts will t 11 th s tory and .it th 

view r to k up hb own mind. 37 
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St inman'• count rpart for CBS, Pt r H rford, also 

said that th re was no news mana t York . lt 

had a hard lin 

os , thy would not 

add d "if our ditora and Xe cutiv a 

on this war that th y could try to 

be ditora and Xe cutiv •; th y ould be 

mak r,.1138 

nt policy 

vi n in Vi usually lv hours, • v 

days aw k. In addition to th difficultie1 alr dy n­

tion d, H rford no don oth r: 

As a r ault of this, 

n from a hi hly 1ophiati• 
exp ctancy ria n b -

th orld wh r exp c­
Coupl with thia 

on th part of 
and th pr uur 

ny of th n who hav 

b n in Vietnam for awhil auff r fr a p culiar form of 

Asian dist r. To count ract thia all thr TV n tworu 

hav compulsory r at and r reation pro r 

38a rford, .22· £.ll· 
39H rford, Ll• 

lch provid 
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for a r gular rotation of p ra onn 1. 'l'h id a 11 to iv 

the bur au med) rt regular period• of r at in auch n ar- by 

places as Kong Kong, Taip 1, Singapore , Banko, or nila. 

It is felt that such a program b l ps morale and alao tend• 

to lessen the numbin ff ct of th Vi tnam work load, which 

seems to erod th, resources of ven th . b at of the t l -

In addition t o ·th • frequ t p riodl of r 1t and 

r creation outsid t he war zone, ch n twork has th • 

policy of k ping th t ours of duty in Vi tn relativ ly 

short. ormally ch t our lasts about on y ar. 

Th .£2!£.· Th exp ns for 

sion reporter in Vietn is 

1.ntainin th •• t 1 vi-

C a Pl" lid -t 

William Mc.Andrew said t hat NBC ap t about $750,000 on dir ct 

Vietnam coverage in 1965 and that it could go to on million 

dollar in 1966. Al t hough CBS has not d public th cost 

of i t s coverage of Vie , its figures should rival t a 

of NBC. Th coat of ABC 1 s cov rage runs at $60,000 to 

$75,000 a month, and thil f gur would also approach tho 

of the oth r two n tworka. 4o 

40icro gr, (May, 1966), . ill•, p. 38. 
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Incidentally, then tworks g _nerally are not able to 

gt a financial return for all thia expense and effort of 

covering the war. But it cau.s s littl worry, since b 

network• have n ver really exp ct d to "• 11" their Vie 

produ.;t anyway. Thia cov rag , Uk most 'IV new•, n rally 

amounta to public a rvice .. 41 But at auk b t hat all impor­

tant and lusiv thin called n twork pr 1ti 

III. CETTl: nu: nLM ROME 

For th t l vision n twork, pr 

word if aft r all this trouble nd 

from Vi tnam can not r ch th at 

• a hollow 

nae t h 1t ory on film 

in ti to 

comp t ition . Saigon ia 12,800 air mil• to th w 1t and a 

13 hour t different ial from York. M a r ult, ju. t 

getting h t-.xpoa d film back to th U.S . in r 1onabl t 

s a r l batt le it'. ita lf. nti.s calla for 1.ng u.ity, 

a mind fo r detail, and an ability to cope with in. uant 

frustration. But amazin ly, with rything orking right, 

41 ot a tak n from audio tap , "Tel vision War Cor-
r spond nt: n, Bre d," a a r of th York Chap• 
t r of th tional Acad of T levision Arts and Sci c 

ew York Hilton Hot 1, rch 23, 1966. 
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film can be ahot, 1hlpp d to the Stat•• and broadcaat all 

in the aame d&y. 

Saigon's airport th busleat in th world. 

:lo getting film out of th South Vi tna s capital b no 

a problem, as the city law 11 atock d 1th c rcial alr 

lines and the gov mm t' a Military Air Tran1port S .rvlce. 

There.fore, much of th film a d at America'• 70,000 ,000 TV 

aets is lown out of Saigon. 

11'1ls pr s nta the possibility that mid- rnin foota 

shot th re ha11 a chanc of b in broadcaat th • 

in th U.S. For lnstanc , wh n th r1can auy wa1 

bomb d by terrorists on March 30, 1965 , NBC had film from 

th seen by 11:30 a . . Vl tn t It w•• hurrl d onto 

a military plan for Guam and H.awail and th trana-1hipp d. 

to Loa Ang lea. Upon reachin th Stat , th fi waa pro­

c aaed and edited and waa fed into the 11 p.m. ~T n • cir­

cuit to NBC affiliates. 

However, this ia gen rally not po sibl for fi that 

is ahot in th interior of Vi tnam, sine it always takes 

a while to g t such foota to Sai on'• airport. In th 

cas a military .ircraft t usually b d to g t 

the film out of th int rlor of th country. 
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Film ia aent back to th U.S. on which v r plan ar­

riv • firat in eith r S attl , San Francisco, Lo An l •• 

or New York. It can c via Tokyo, Kong Knn , Ban kok, 

Manila, Honolulu, or ven around th oth r way, through 

Paria. 

Moat of t hia film from Vi tnam arriv • in York 

or on th W at Coast in raw and un dit d form . Fr qu tly, 

it h alao with a ''wild track, 11 or aound on a tap which th 

ditor must bring int o rou h aync with th film. It'• tricky 

buain ••• and sp cially wh nth terial muat b iftly 

handled to 

Ti 

tad adlin 

ia alway th big actor. C v n a what it 

calla a "crash unit" at K nn dy Int rnati 1 Airport in 

nta fr Vi ew York t o t and h dl inc 

Th oal is usually to get the film on ach n twor 'a 

early v ning n seat, th jor n alot of th day. But 

for the editor in ew York, th r are t • wh havi 

th film available pr • ta a probl yb th 

film ii not too n aworthy aft r all in vi of oth r world 

happ nin .s on that day. But t h exp of flying film froaa 

Vi tnam, of d v loping it on th Wat Coaat, and th of 

l asin a lin for $3,000 to tr namit i to York ao it 
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can b includ d in a newacaat can hav an ov rb aring ff ct 

on new• judg nt. The film y literally price its lf into 

a program. 

footage from Vi tnam that h • nt to th U.S. , only about 

two pr cent of it g ta on the air in a mon h'• time.42 ~ 

a re ult, a f corr 1pondenta hav complain d that I of 

th ir bat piec a ar n v r ua d.* 

th film d • g t back to 

th States, and if it 1a ua d, the cov rag £alt. inly 

into the arly evenin n 1 1howa of the thr networb: 

ABC's "Pt r J nnln a 1th th ewa"; th "CB •" 
with Walt r Cronkit and NBC'• "Huntley-Brinkley port." 

on CE5 and C are both 30 

in length. At the pres nt ti , th A.BC 1how i• 15 m.inut • 

long, but ia sch duled to o to• half our in J nuary of 

4211camera in Combat," T leviaion ~. XIII ( rch l , 
1966, p. 70. 

*A "typical"• qu ce of th involv d proc • of t-
ting film from Vietna back to th St t • in t for an 
ev ning n acaat ia includ din Appendix A, l.Dld r th titl 
of "Th Imposaibl Tak a 20 Hours, 11 on p. 139. 



1967, expressly to provide mor t 

m nts in Vietnam. 
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for cov ring d v lop-

Even on a half- hour newa progr , how v r, th Vi 

war story for the day muat b p.r s nt d in 1 nta of not 

mor ch.an three to four minutes, and often 1 u. Ai, CBS 

correapondent Charles Collingwood point d out, "I '• a prob­

lem. t o g t int rpr tation, obj c ivity, compl ten 11, and 

balanc in the short ti: of a night' 1 n • pro ram. ••43 

Toh lp ov re thia difficulty, ABC witch d ita 

public affairs a rioa call d "Sc II to a war footing at h 

b ginning of 1966, going from a broad rang of aubj eta to 

strictly Viet and r lat d f atur •. 'lb titl baa now 

b en chang d to "ABC Scop: 'lb Vi tn War." With Howard 

K. Smith aa th aneho n, th thaw has atudi d au hp 1 

of th war •• th dill nt IDOV t, th draft, and th war'• 

ff ct on fa:miH a of GI • back in th Stat Of courae, 

mu.ch t 1• also d vot d to battl 1 ld co ra e. 

In April, 1966, C launch d its " Vie W kly 

view" with Garrick Utl y a• th anchorman. 'lbe purpoa 

43Kro r, (May, 1966), _22, ill· , p. 6. 
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of this show ie to reach b yond the day-to-day cov ra end 

to provide an ov rflow and analyeis of all 

diplomatic, and military d v lo nts in th 

jor political, 

con Uc. S 

of the qu.estion• which this seri I has b n conaid rin on. a 

regular baaia are th se: What ar th attitud • of our 

nation's preea toward the wart Kowis policy 

affectin r lation• with oth r countri a t And which w y ar 

th curr nts of opinion driftin in Wuhin tont Th show 

also 1U11111&riz • c:h&ng I in th U.S. military posi tion at th 

end of each w k. 

In addition, ach w kday morning NBC pr senta "Vi t­

n Report" on th "Today' pro r at 8:09 a.111. Accordin 

t o NBC, on all of th ul rly ch dul d n I shows, it 

1a av ragi g about two hours '$ ek on Vi ra 

But a probl of shows lik "Seop " nd "Vi tnaJD 

Weekly & view" is tha t vi rs j st do to sit through 

programs such as these, and as a r sul th y g nerally hav 

v ry low audi nc ratin s. Also n twork affi liat • oft 

ar r luctant to clear th "Scop •" for 

ri d by few r t n on hundr d s tations, althou th n r 

44Ibid., p. 38. 
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1• up a little ainc th program awitch d cluaiv ly to 

cov ring Vi tnam. It wu originally off r d to mor than 

150 ABC affiliates. 

At CBS, Newa Predd nt Richard Sal nt aaid that hia 

network do • not plan on auch a Vietnam w k- nd wrap-up 

show of iu own. ''W w nt to t Vi tnam into our r gular 

new• •how•, aa w 'v been doin 

for it. Ev rybody h out. 11 45 

Swiday 11n' t the plac 

Of cours ach n twork also ach dul • n roua ap -

cials and pan 1 diacuseion progr which focua on Vi na: 

So altogeth r, a consid nbl amount of Vi t far hp .• 

s nted ach w k by the thr n tworka. But unfor unat ly, 

ny of th ae progr that l d p rap ctive to th n twor 

-

cov rag of th war are rar ly seen by the rat jotity of 

th American television audienc According to th ratin 

p opl ar willing to sit through an hour'• worth on Vi tn 

preferrin entertainment shows inat ad. 

45Ibid. , p. 41. 

s, 
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Summary . 14 point d out in th pr cedin p •• 

cov ring the war in Vi tnam pr• nt1 y probl 

thr televhion n tworka, nd th bi 1t on of all ii 1n 

trying to k • n1 out o th political morau th r S 

of the bigg 1t battl a of th war ar fou ht not in th 

jun ls, but in the min of rican and Vi i-

ciall. and ae 1uch, th s b ttl • cannot be f1 d. flt T -

for • t l vision, aa picture dium, 11 handicapp din its 

attempts to cov r th political story in Vi t 

Althou h cov rin th political 1ituation ia th bi -

g st fruetration for th n twoTka' n in Vi tn • th r ar 

oth r difficulti s which flu nc th ir ability to cov r 

th fighting, which r th h rd cor of TV'• Vi 

r porting. B cau1 of th gu rrilla nature of th war, th re 

ar few 1et battlee, and th fighting tak a plac at 1cor • 

of plac s acrou the cot.mtTY at th a Thie pr s ta 

many transportation h dach ae th n tworlu t-ry to t to 

th sc n of th action, and a.a a r ault ttin good battl 

footag on film ia mostly a 

biggest obs tacle in cov rin 

i on of logi1tica. 

tt of luck. 

th military a1 

ThrfoT,th 

of th 1tory 
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But network new-a n still volunt r to o to Vi tn&m. 

First, b cause th war 1a th top story pr a n ly in th 

news. Abo, it 1a th first w r v r cov r d by t l vilion, 

and by b ing th re, th y ar h lping to blaz a n trail in 

the history of el ctronic journalism. Anoth r r a.son, of 

cours , ia for th p rsonal advanc nt that will c for 

thos whoa r putationa ar cov rin th con lict. 

Still, th n twork x cutiv • b ck 1n th S~at ar 

having a difficult ti in g ttin ood n to cov r 

th war b cauae of th 

th t 1 vision new 

On fin.al prob 1 

many ng rs and dilcoaforta which 

fac whi l worklng th r • 

which 

1a that of g tt ng th film, which has b shot at 10 h 

xp ns and ffort, back to th Stat• int for a p rticu-

lar progr , usually an nin newscast. 'nlia ia • daily 

h adach , and it 1a ironic that aft r th n • staff• o 

through so much in Vietn tog ta story on f1 that• ory 

till might not t b ck int to b n worthy. 



CHAPTER. III 

CENSORSHIP AND PRESS llELAl'IO 

War and c nsorship have gon hand-and-hand in the con• 

flicts of th r cent past in w ich the Unit d Stats has b 

involv d. For inst nc • durin World War II ric n cor-

r spondents ven wor unifo and w re c 1id r d par o 

the military "t m." A.a such, th y llo d th ir own kind 

of contribution in h lping town th war. 

But for b tt r or wors • that situation d • not ,t 

in Vi tnam. Th r 1a no fo l cen1or1hip of out oing n s. 

llJ port rs can roa almo t anywh r th y wiah and r fr to 

mak th ir r ports without th •dvic or con• t of any Ti· 

can or Vietna- s official. 

How v r, in Vi still f l that d 1· 

sions d in Washington hav b en hind rin th ir effort• 

to g t all th facts n d d for hon st and thorough 

of the story. Ther for angth r probl that Vi t pY -

s nts for th news dia i• on r lat d to c or1hip and 

press r lations be tw th dia and govA~~-~~-military 

authoriti a. 
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lb newa•cov rag difficulti • from thia probl 

w igh qually on all the dia. But a aurv y of n twork 

t l vision cov rag of th war in Vi tnam would not b c • 

plet unleaa aome apac w r d vot d to how c naorahip and 

pr sa relationa influenc th n tworka' ability to cov r th 

war. 

~ strictions. Although th r is no fo l c orahip 

in Vi tnam, then tworks hav b n aak d to coo erate in a 

numb r of volw,tary r atriction, moatly for r sona of 11· 

tary s curity. For 

military op rations from t h 

h ve gre d t.) ithhold th 

ation is publicly annow,c d. 

aa a condition of cov ri jor 

outs t , h n tworka voluntarily 

us of th ir fi tU th op r• 

lb n tworka also coop rat with th Depart• 

nt in r porting casu lty statistics. On a d Uy baaia this 

1a don only in gen ral te , usin th worda "light," 

"mod rate," or "h vy. " In addition, t h n tworka bav, a r d 

to avoid th pr tur public r l se of photography of li­

tary casualti s b for th n t of kin ar notifi d. Acco d­

ingly, th TV n tworka hold film which would ld ntify a 

military c.aaualty w,tU official notification can b t o 
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th next of kin. 

Certain other re•trictiona ar plac don th n tworu. 

In g neral terma • th H apply to a f clauifi d w apon• 

that are employ d in Vi tnam and ace u to • 

Hore 3p cifically, th air war ov r orth Vi 

air ba• •· 

always ia 

r •tricted, b cau•e v ry available• t 1• n d d for a 

train d airman who will contribute to the miuion in a highly 

dang rou• ar a. 

B cau th air raids abov th 17th Parall l ar 

r •trict d to mHit ry photo raph only, th n twork• have 

to tak t thy ar giv cone ming that part of th war, 

and thb can pr • nt • probl On occurr d on 

Jun 29, 1966, with th fira b ing by U.S. plan • of th 

oil atorage faciliti s in and around th 

industrial c nt ra of Hanoi and Haiphong. Still pictur • of 

that raid w re 

but no film w s th n or 

and n spap rs, 

and CBS pro• 

t std to th Def n• Depar t, but without su c ••· 

R~ v r, on July 6, Walt r Cronkite'• 

did includ film of th raids, auppli d by a J*P n • n 

film ag ncy with contacts in orth Vi 



Why waan't the U.S. military film of th raids r -

las d? 'nle anawer waa not giv n publicly by an official 

spok sman, but TV x cutiv s f lt it was b c:auae of th 

P ntagon' • fear of th psycho lo ical ff eta that th 

of the bombing• could h v on rican vi ra. 
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But generally th voluntary coop ration fr th n t-

work• on ttera of military s curity • to b workin 

rath r w 11. At l st, tn Penta on aay it is. Artur 

Sylv st r, Assist nt Ser tary of Def na for Public A faira, 

told a forum of th York Ch pt r of ional Acad y 

of T 1 vision Arts and Sci nc • that in st caa • th 

h sh d tr ows cooper tion from th n tworka 

on tt rs of• curity. On th whol, h said h would• lut 

th for th job thy ar doing of prot ctin • naiti in-

formation. .Sut still he not d that th jority of th l t-

ters at th Defen, t ar from p opl who 

too DJch news is iven out which is h lpful to our n 

1 that 

•. 46 

46 'otea taken fr 
r apond nt: 'nl Br 

audio tap , "T levision War Cor­
d," March 23, 1966, £.!!. 
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m!,!_ relations. Gen rally, th TV v t rans hav 

unanimous prail for th coop ration availabl at ev ry lev l 

in th combat areas. But th pr v l nt at itud toward th 

armed fores' public informations t•up in Saigon is a di -

ferent matter. 

Ev ry aft m .oon in Sai on th U.S. Military nd, 

Vi tnam, or MACV, holda a £iv o'clock briefin for the pr • · 

According to gov , a policy of "total di•-

closur " is follow d. But. ny in th TV corp• f l th t th 

bri fing.s are 1 sa th n total wh n b ttl • ar oin badly 

or th Saigon political situation s eticky. 

can 

In r rd to this, C's G rrick Utl ya id: 

Th I' ii an unofficial c naorahip r nt which 
talt s th form of of icials not c ntin or· in· 
forming on various mi.lit ry and political tt re, 
or simply professing igr.or nc on s thing thy 
do know. 

Th worst probl is that most o th or-
tant news on th war c a through just on 
channel, and it if usually sibl t o check 
its auth nticity.47 

47 Jean Greenwald, " TV a Caught in 'Asian Hurri-
', " Edito17 _!!!!! Publi h , XCVIII (July 2.4, 1965) • p. 3 . 
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Ranson W. Baldwin, military writ r for l!L _ !2!:! 

Times• not d that often corr spond nts r turnin fr th 

field found that they k.n mor than th info ion o ffic r. 

As a result, h might b unabl to r ply ff ctiv ly o • 

of th loaded questions from th pr u, and without nin 

to, he could, th r for , giv th impr uion of withholclln 

information. 48 

But at any rat , th daily bri fings in Saigon hav 

b come known amon th pr • corp u b "fiv o'clock 

folli •. 11 To th • bri fings c n :n rally b trac d what 

has b n d scrib d as th "er dibility gap, '' or a lac k o f 

b lief by far too many new men i n th gov rnment' • ord. b 

of this is a ~•rry-ov r from th 0 Dinh Di r 

period after wh nth pr•• was o ft n misl d and ev 

by both Vietn 

Alao s 

r i can o f fic ials. 49 

noted that 

and th 

11 d t o 

toward th press, as refl ct d i n th Saigon b r i fings t ar 

not con tant and tend to flu tuate. For 

48 Baldwin , .22· ill• , p . 30 . 

49 11 Hick y , "Vi : ls Television Civing U th 
Picture?",~~. XIV (Octob r 22, 1966) , p. 36. 



55 

A.mot of ABC, a r gular in Vi tnam since 1962, said that h 

had seen four phases of gov rnment attitud • 

ln 1963, h f lt it was cone lment, with th U. . military 

and the Vietnames · government highly• naitiv to dvers 

criticism. Then a reveal policy w • adopt d wh it was 

felt that th rican p opl hould b to und rstand 

that th war could lHt ind finit ly. Arnot said that • 

cone l policy was again in ff ct when U.S. pl n • in F bru· 

ary of 1965 began bombin orth Vietn m, b caus 1001 infor• 

mation th n mi ht hav c romis d military s cu.rity. Bu 

d that by th sprin of 1965 anoth r p riod o 

r v 1 was in ff ct. 50 But this lack o a constant attitud 

toward th pr u 1s anoth r r on. for th di ficulti • in 

r lat i ons betw n the gove nt and dia. 

lt 1s not surprising then, that a numb r of t l ision 

news n fe l it has been th U.S. 

the job of explaining th war in Vi 

t which has d 

Walter Cronkit of CBS has augg st d that on of th r sons 

for the gr at confusion which pla u • th .S. t oday o r 

5~o ger, (July, 1965), .22· £1_. , p. 72. 



Vietnam i• th fact that 

airing of all the fact•.51 
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w r comadtt d without a prop r 

Lou Cioffi, ABC Far Ea•t corr •pond nt, •aid: 

The in fault of th inad quate r porting o 
the Vietnam •ituation li s with Washin t on and 
it• failur to xplain to th rican p opl and 
t o the world what 1s happening in Vi t , and 
what w propos to do. W cannot talk about 
pacificat ion and n gotiation at th • t 
. . . If our gov mm t 1s not sur what it 
intends on doin, how~ nth pr •• b bl 
for faul yr port ingf52 

d 

Pr u r latlons also hav •uff r d in Vi tnam fr 

s v ral other factors. In F bruary, 1965, wb 

s t art d bombin orth Vi tn 

th U.S. 

nt disput 

c nt rd on th Danan airb s , which was virtually clo d 

t o th pr u for a t During th ir•t day• of th air 

strik abov th 17t h Parall l. corr spondent• w r allow d 

t o talk fr ly wit h U.S. pilots about their mi siona. But 

then th pres•ur b an co build up for r aona of• curity. 

Ev ntually, th 

clos d ton 

as halls and even th offic rs' club er 

The n • blackout turn d into a w 11· 

5lwalt r Cronkit , na ing ditor of th "CBS Ev in 
ewa, 11 a sp ch t o -:h wint r, 1966, tin of th Inland 

Daily Preu Aa•ociation. 

52 ru. Krog r, , ..... y, 1966), .21?· ,ill,, p. 46. 
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r ported story of its own, sine th dia flt the military 

was concealing n "s . It finally blew ov r, but th strain 

that exists b tw en the n • nag rs and th n • ath r ;rs 

i n Vi tnam ia ever pr 

Other complaints hAve c from th s time practic 

of providing each correspond nt with an acort. Many r or• 

t rs flt this practic w • not ai data curity matt rs, 

but rather at controlling whA t rican ftghtin n might 

aay. 

All news n in Vi tnam also at g t acer ditation 

from th Saigon gov mm nt, which r quires a pl de not to 

ke d rogatory r rka bout th South Vi tn '"''"'"-"'t. 

But apparently , this is only av ati 

and ia now jus t a formality. Still, n f l tha 

a tacit thru"t of withdrawing their n • acer di tation does 

exi t. But so far it haa not b en us d a ainst any TV n s · 

m n. 

Additionally, th r lat ions b tw en th 

and th pr ss ar a serious tter, b caws , aa alr dy not d, 

without military h lp, th TV n tworka would hAv gr t dif• 

ficulty in cov ring th ar at all. Mot b ttl foota 

would b miaa d if th n tworka could not count on military 
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transportation into th ar • wh re th fighting tak • plac 

But although tendons do exist in th pr u r latioiu 

in Vi tnam, th re h actually littl that d to 

fear, because the rivalry among th a d • rvic • for n • 

coverag ia intense; eap cially do thy a ek t 1 vision 

exposure. 

NBC'• Jack F rn point d out: 

Th aru of public r lationa, pack.aging, pub­
licity, and 1 g -buildin hav all grown up in 
th l ut 20 y ar• ... and now for the ir• 
t , th y're bein appli d to war; there ar 
unnumb rd p opl hr whoa aol job i• to put 
th American military fforta, no tt r how 
grisly, in a ood light. Th n r of PIO'• 
in Vi tnam ia fanta tic, all crankin out a 
party lin, r rying tog t their unit it• 
altar c-f publicit.y,53 

P ter ~ rford o CBS c 

On can't argu with tru natural t nd cy of 
PIO'• to k th ir p rticular • rvic look good, 
and to g t aa much good publicity for it aa po•­
aibl • But it' a d tracting fr th ir in mi1 -
aion, which 1• to inform th press abc:1Ut h 
military situation. Th r ar too fY flacks 
and not enough info tion offic n. 

53H1ckey, (Octob r 22, 1966), .22,. ci~ •• p. 37. 

541tick y, (Octob r 8, 1966), ,22. ill•, p. 30. 



More r cently, the chi f complaint• of th Sai on 

presa corps tulv been attached t o report d ata nta of 

Assistant Defense S cretary Arthur Sylv at r that n 

should "get on the team , " and p rhapa v be th "tuind­

maidena of government" in a unit d front b for th 
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people and the world. Aa a r sult, 11 Rick y of lI ~. 

felt many news n hav gon out o th ir way t o esubliah 

th ir ind pendenc , and a hav ov rr ct d to what th y 

p r ceive t o b Sylvest r'• d air for a laund r d r ortin 

of th war . 55 

How v r, th r • rch r could not h, lp but not tD 

during a qu ation and an r p riod at the York• nar 

on th "Tl vision War Corr spondent, 11 Sylv at r said b did 

not think '1V should do anything for th gove t. K also 

lin . 56 It would a , th r for, that p rt of th probl 

that exists u far as pr ss relations ar cone rn d ia on 

of misunderat.anding or of misquoting, And Mr. Syl at r 1a 

55Hick y, (Octob r 22, 1966), .22,. ill•, p. 38. 

56 ot a taken fr audio tap , "T 1 vision War Cor-
respond nt: 1h Br d," .21?· cit. 
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offered aa the beat exaq,le. 

But r egar dleu of what gov rnment officiala actually 

aay, t he pre•• corpa in Vietnam ia d t rmin d to repor th 

war as completely as possible. M NBC's Jack F rn said, 

"My job 1s not to put anybody in a good light. l' not a 

flack for any roup. Hy r ponlibility 1s to the ric n 

public, or to • privat th ory of truth . 1157 

Rob rt orthshi ld, x c:utiv produc: r o NBC •• 

probably s 

clud d: 

d up th f whtm h con-

ni er am of rican youth ia g tting kill d 
in Vietn • And th Ai nistration, th P ta on, 
ar f ling i t. ntey're fraid that th ican 
public will change its mind about our Vi 
conmi tment. 

When w ar ccus d of lack of triotil 
it's not so. W ar American cit-izena t 
to the American peopl , and I p rsonally 
support of ou Vi fforta. But th m-

t bu a v st d int r st •.• w don' 

57Kick y, (Octob r 22, 1966), £2· ill•, p. 37. 

58Kro gr, (May, 1966), . ill•, p. 26. 
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Summary. Althou h no formal c 1or1hip xi1t1 in 

Vi tnam, there are a numb r of voluntary r 1tric iona that 

ar placed on th news dia, nd th tel vision n twork• 

hav agre d to accept th Aa a r a ult, th networka with• 

hold film of any military op ration until it baa b publ cly 

announced. S condly, they hav agr d to iv daily caaualty 

fi ur a only in g n ral t , avoidin Ip cific numb n. 

Finally, it ia th policy of then twork• to follow th 

P ntagon'a r qu at by not r 1 sing i or pictur • of 

military caaualti • until t of kin h v b notifi d. 

nt ha1 b n pl as d with the 

coop ration it h • r ceiv d fr the n two k in hie ga d . 

But for th n • dia, a bigg r probl 11 in th 

ar a cf pr u r lat ions. Thb has b en th cauae of ch 

complaint frc,m the pr sa, sp cially th litary'• publ ic 

informations tup in Saigon. th r is a g n ral f ling tha 

th government has not alway be n hon a t with th pr sa, 

nd this has r sult d 1n what has be.en call d a "er dibility 

gap," or a lack of b lief by y of the pr u corp• in th 

gov rnment' a word. It is not auTJ)ril ing th t .hat so y 

t 1 vision new n plac th bl for what th y 1 to 

th inad quate r ortin of this conflict on th ov t. 



The r lationa b tw n the pr • and then • dia 

ar particularly important to t 1 vision, b caua if poor 
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r lations ahould eliminate s of th h lp that th mili ary 

provides then tworka, •P cially ln transportin their h avy 

quipment, 1V'• n would hardly b able to cov r the mili­

tary side of the conflict at all. 

C nsorship and pr ss r lationa ar al o to be ta~ 

s riously, b caus if a news n do • not follow the voluntary 

r strictions in Vi tn , h could lo his acer ditation t o 

cov r th war. But ao far thia baa not b 

any of t n twork news 

u d a &inlt 

Individually , th r y b • r aon for cone rn 

about loss of acer ditation. But collectiv ly th t 1 vi­

sion ne tworks hav littl n d t o f r about a audd 1 ck 

of coop ration from th military in h lping t o cov r th v r 

brought on by• futur pr s r lationa disput. 1V t 11 

the military story in Vietn t o mor p opl b ck h than 

any other di , and th various er to in-

tain this cov ra e by t leviaion . 

It is th conclusion of th rch r th t at 1 at 

so of the difficulti • in pr u r 1 tiona brought on by 
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th war in Vietnam are th r sult of misund ratandi n • b -

tw nth dia and gov rnment, but particularly fr th 

misquoting of a few government officials. 



CHAP'l'D IV 

EXAMPLES OF WHAT fflE VIEllER r..AN S 

So far thia atudy haa bend vo d moatly to th 

probl that n twork 1'V fac a in tryin to cov r th wu: 

in Vi tnam for th 70,000,000 televiaion aeta in th U.S. 

But what kind of a story c a out of thoae acr a? Th 

purpoae of thia chapt r 1a an att mpt to aMW r thAt qu ati.on. 

It would b impoaaible for the r a rcher to a all 

that n twork 1'V has pr sent d on the war in Vi tn th 

t o pick the b at exampl a of whAt waa produc d. But aa th 

r a rch for thia proj ct pro r as d, an r of lea 

of th n tworka' Vietnam product w r a ud1 d. Fr 

th following w re taken to giv an id of t la d 

for th American audienc Th s exampl a are not n aaar-

ily th b st nor the orst•-and, c rtainly, not all--of th 

n twork.a' Vietn efforts. But th y ar regard d aa r pr • 

s ntativ of the Vietn. progr ng of th thr n tworka. 

The following also w r a l ct d in hop a of giving an id 

of th ffort that a a into Kting a sin l Vi t­

na story for n ork lV and of th impact that th • atoriu 
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can have. 

Chopp r warfare. On of th rli at ap cialt on th 

war in Vi tnam waa produc d by ABC in th aprin of 196 nd 

shown late that • r on a • ri • call d "The rin ri­

can. ' Th program w s call d "Letters From Vi tn II But 

unlike many war films, it waa not a • t of dilconn ct d 

battl scenes. C ra n Dr Kills and producer Cr ory 

Shuk r knew that thy could not captur th whol picture of 

the fighting in Vi tnam . So thy d cid d to focua on only 

on asp ct of it, tb rol of th h licopt r. 

For thr w eks during Karch and April of 1964, 

Shuk r and Kills w nt on mor than 50 h licopt r iuion•. 

Thy work d with hand-h ld c ru, c rat mount din cock-

pits. and c ra mount d outside th "chopp rs" to r co d 

ev ry bit of ,.ction possibl • Th r sults of all thia shoot­

ing w re some 38,000 f t of fi , or almost 19 hou-rs rtb , 

which was then dit d down into a tight 52 minut s for llhow• 

ing ov r th n twork. 

flle pro r did not pr t d to war in 

d pth, but it vividly show d t he dAn rs that ar fac d by 

th h licopter er sin Vi For l e, on on of th 
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rocket run• that waa fl d, Communist ground fir xplod d 

a rocket that waa still in the helicopter'• launch in pod. 

Th blast burn d a patch of hair off Milla' h ad, burn d on 

of the pilot'• yea, and seriously wound d th door unn r. 

The chAo• of the t was captur d on film, b cause a 

c ra was fast d to an inatrument pan 1 and focus d on 

th pilot'• fac 

For moat vi rs, ctuality scenes such•• th sear 

an unforg tabl ri nee. And it ta in xampl • such aa 

this that t leviaion r ach s itl full pot ntial . 

.'!'!!! burning .2.£ £!!! ..:_. Th "CBS Ev nin " on 

August 5, 1965, carri d a film r port by corr apond t rley 

Saf r which r pr nted moat of what 1a b at and moat of wtat 

is distressing about lV'a cov ra e of hew r. of the 

n tworks' r port!J fr Vi tna v r had so much .act, 

e p cially in gov rnment. 

Saf r's fi d story ahow d U.S. rin s uain cigar­

Utary tt lighters to burn down Cam , a village which 

spok s n said was fortifi d and frOlll which rin s tad c 

und r Vietcong fire. But Saf r didn't a it that ay as 

b stood b for the c ra: 



fll day's op ration burn d down 150 hou• •, 
wounded thr e women, kill don baby, wound d 
one Marin , and nett d .fou.r prison r•. Th 1e 
w r old men who could not an w r qu stion• put 
to them in Engli1h, and who had no 16 wh tan 
I.D. card was. 

In Vietnam, like v rywh re lse in Asia , 
property, a h , 1a v rytbing. A n Hv s 
with his family on ancestral ground. His par• 
nts are buri d near-by . 11teir spirits ar 

part of his holdings . If th r w T Vi tcong in 
tbe h l t, th y w r lon. on • nte w n and 
old n who r 1g§d will never forget that 
August a ft moon. 
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Speaking lat r about the incid nt, Fr d Fri ndly, tfho 

at that ti was President of CBS N s, said that he 'kn h 

had so "pr tty rough 1tuff'' tfhen the film ca . in. So 

aft r CBS d cided to run it, th Penta on waa call d for 

a ything it might want to add. But th military r ction 

as that this was th fac of wa~, and so th se thing• ar 

bound to happr.n. Even so, Friendly said h that b caus 

of th tr ndous impact of tel vision, th r would b a 

nationwide aftermatb. 60 

story w nt on the air, and there was, in-

d d, an aftermath: CBS waa inundat d with 

59Tolcbin, .22· ill·, p. 17. 
60 

Krog r, ( y 1966), .22· ill•• p. 

11. Fri dly 



continued: 

I found myaelf day• lat r under th fin r• 
of two of the higheat men in ov rnmcnt, b ing 
lectur d about 'Did I not think what waa righ 
for the Unit d States?' Hy answ r •.• waa 
that I dido' t always know what was right for the 
United States but that if truth was not right, 
wherev r w found it with our c rat and our 
microphon s, th nth r must bg1somethin WTon 
with our country or our story. 

to the Saf r r port l d th P nta on to ban further auch 

military operation• H the burnin of Cam 62 
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Still, tnb on film report which wt d but a tter 

of m.inut s points out th ood and th bad of n twork t l "' 

vision'• cov rag of th war. M n ct.uality, tb burning 

of th villag had a tr ndous impact th vi r, and 

this was TV at its dr tic bat. But on th oth r h&nd, 

wer the pictur s fai.r to the U.S. and to th Marin 1T Or 

waa th ssag of th film s01111What out of balance? lb 

pict·ures from cam had th impact of b bg th 'Whole story 

of th war in Vietnam. But it as not th . whole story, b -

cau e the television c ra accentuat only av ry 11 

61Ibid. 

62 id,, p. 46. 



part of th total action. 

!!!!! magazine auaaed up th tter in th ae ord•: 

To try to put pictur • of on 
into prop r cont xt. to balanc that on 
againat all th oth r activity that k • up th 
war in Vi tnam. would b all but impouibl On 
TV newa. pictur • make th ir own frontp 
text; it tak • a alcillful script ind d to 
th an add d dimen. ion• to remind th vi r 
that thy ar only part of th atory.63 
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"It ii almoat •• important to 

und ratand thia war aa it 11 to win it," • d up lri dly. 

For this r aeon be acb dul d an 

• rl • on th Vi tn m criaia in th 

a t rol o th U.S. in Vi t 

r of 1965 at 

rapidly w I b in 

xpand d into the larg at 

Kor a. 

rican military operation ainc 

Frl ndly b 11 v d th re had b two bade f ws in 

rli r coverage of Vi tnam: th probl w • 10 vat and 

complex that no single broadcaat could cov r th subject 

ad quat ly. and th form of th rlier broadca1t1. b th, 

d bate. teach-in. or doc tary • tend d t o d v lop mor 

6311T l vhion: fll Moat Int 
LXXXVIII (Octob r. 1 • 1966). p. 58. 

64ni staff of CBS Vi 
_!:!!_ Sp c1 1 eport ( • Y. : Poe,-~~~ 

di II Ti . --· 
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heat than light. So the purpoa of th plann n • ri • 

waa to clarify U.S. national policy toward Vi tn m by cov r­

ing th military and diplomatic aap ta of our c 

and also present an on•the-apot pictur of th kind of war 

we ar fighting. 

To • cur th n c ••ry cooperation of th Administra-

tion, Fri dly and ra of hi• staff t with Pr aid tial 

News Seer tary Bill Moy rs• who r lay the propoaal to th 

Pr aid nt alon with a r qu • for p rticipation by rs 

of the cabin t. 

11\ approval was forthcoming, and so th seri • b a.n 

it• analysis of th Vi tnam situation by starting with th 

policy k rs. Th two n t dir ctly r ponaibl for 

U.S. actions in Vi tnam n xt to Pr aid t Johnson, 

Secretary Robert He er tary of Stat De n Rua , 

app ar don the opening broadcas t on August 9 to diacu.• th 

critical decisions facing the Admin~stration in a pro r 

call d "Th Decision • " 

Each of th four pro r in th • ri • waa on hour 

long, and th qu 

w r d sign d to re fl 

nis ration officials 

tall of th criticia of U.S. policy. 

In this way th official• w r iv an opportunity to pr -
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sent wbat amount d to a 1tat nt of national purpoa 

G neral Maxwell Taylor, who had just r tum d from 

his pos t as ambassador to Saigon, app ar ci on th • cond 

broadcast a week later with G neral Earl Wh 1 r, Chai n 

of the J oint Chief• of Staff. 1h18 pro am was d vot d to a 

dhcuuion of miUtary operationa and probl und r the 

titl of "Row We Can Win." 

On Aug\18 t 23, th third bro d~•t in th aeriee waa 

pr s nt d . It waa call d "Winning the P ac " and f tur d 

a r turn by S er tary of St te llulk, who waa join d this 

ti by U.N. Amba11ador Arthur Goldb rg and Pr a1dent1al 

istant HcC orge Bundy. lbe purpose of that pro r was 

to discuss th Administration'• d1pl ic off naiv, toward 

a p c ful aettl nt of the Vletnam lituation. 

"A Day of War," part four of "Vi tnam P rs ti " 

examin d Vietnam not from the point of thos who argu abou 

it, but from the point of vi of thos ho must fight it 

every day. It was bro dca,t S ptemb r 6. 

To g t th color film for that on broadcaat, CBS 

s us d fiv corr spondents and 15 c ra n. lb y were 

then d ploy d ov, r Vi to report 11.mult•n otaly what vaa 

happening on. that on day of th war. B rnard Kalb r or ed 
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from Ton Son Nhut Air Base, n r Sai on. Hurray Fr on 

cov rd th day'• activity aboard th aircraft carri r Or-

iakany. Corr 1pondent P t r liach r ace oi d a rin 

company on a 1W p through Vi tcon territory. Morl y Sa r 

report don th work of a Sp cial Fore I t in th K koo 

Delta, and Charl s Collingwood went on a fiyin t our of • v-

ral battl front.I with Cen ral Willi W 1tmor land, U.S. 

C nd r in Vi tnam. 

'lhe film was then I t b ck to York ·or diti 

and the small army of rshall d for th 1hootin in 

Vi tnam r turn d t o t heir r ular posts. Add from 

11 it achi v d. "A Day of War'' wu cit d for c 11 ce by 

the ational Pr•• Photo aph rs Association and th Uni r-

lity of Oklah School of Journalh 23rd Annual TV-

Pictur • of t h Y r Comp tition. 

Running a total of four houra, "Vi 

was a st itious tmdertakin for CBS 

P rip ctiv ' 

But it was 

presented at a er tical turoio point in th war-- h th 

U.S. was starting it• 11iv troop build- up in Vietn in 

an £fort to turn th tid of the fighting. At at wb n 

r 

broadcast journalia i• oft 

this progr provid d th v1 

criticu d for a l•ck of d pth, 

r with a d tail d xplanation 



of th U.S. coamitment i n Vi tnam. 

I!L Colon l .!2!..!. .! .!!.g. Undoubt dly, • o th 

un adneu in this country over the war in Vi tna can be 

directly attributed tot leviaion'• cov ra e. For 'IV has 

brought into th American h vivid ac n a of the horror 
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and agony of th battlefield, and to many thh ha• b a 

ahatt ring experience. On of the moat memorabl auch 1c • 

was carri d on NBC' a "Huntl y•Brinkl y Report" on th ev n· 

ing of Oecemb r 13, 1965. 

A few days b , for , U.S. troops b ca for th 

first t .ime on a larg scale against orth Vietna ae r gu• 

lara in wh t the American military call d " Op ration H.arv at 

Moon." Th rol in that fighting for Marin Colon l Hicba l 

Yunck, a 25 y ar vet ran in th Corps, was to dir ct air 

support from •'l h licopter for troops 1110ving in on an en 

h ld vi.Hag in th la Orang Valley. 

But now Colon l Yunck lay on an op ratin ta.bl in a 

bot hospital tent, b cau1 he had d cid d not to call air 

strik s a ainat that villag hen it app . r d that th Vi et• 

cong w r uatn w n and children a.a a shi ld. Hi• h i t y 

coat him his l ft lg, b cause h was hit by chin· 
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gun fire from the village wh hi• h licopter awoop d down 

for a cloaer look. 

A• a aurgicai tea.m bov rd aro1.md him, and an NBC 

camera r corded the whole acen in color, Colon l Yunck 

talked: 

I've got a lot of pain in that l ft ankl . I 
think it'• a good aign. It'• that sharp pin that 
you get wh n you'v got n rv , you know, It'• 
that aharp nerv pain .•. burning, burning. 

A doctor r pH d, ''We'll do all we can to aave 
that lg." 

I know, I know th r 1 1 not 11111ch l ft, b cause 
I was carrying that damn thing in my hands all 
th way back. ! waa afraid th whol thin wa• 
goin to come off. I aaid, 'H ll, thy can't be 
right around h re.' So I didn't call bomb• and 
napalm on thoa p pl . But that's wh re thy 
w re. I'm sur now that that'• wher thy w r. 
Goddamnit, I hat to put nap on th• w and 
childr n. I juat didn't do it. I just said, 
1Th y can't b th re.' 

W ll, w h ld th plans .•. We figur d 
w 'd call them if w n d d them .•. I swoop d 
down 100 or 200 f t ov r this vi llag , this 
h let area. I thought 1 saw• p opl in th 
hole, and I just h1.mg arcund th too long 
and I was too low ... 65 

The circumstance of the filming was unusual in that 

it was shot with permission of th Marin Corps and also of 

65 Kro ger, (May, 1966), ~- ill·, p. 24. 
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Colonel Yunck . 'lbe Colon l wanted it shown to stud n a a 

th University of California at B rk l y who w r at tha 

ti protesting against U.S. brutality and our involv nt 

.in Vi tnam. 

It was strong stuff, apeci•lly in color. But accord­

ing to Robert Northahield, executiv, produc r of "lluntl y­

Brinkl y," th r was no qu tion of runnin i t. "'lb only 

r 1 d ciaion was how lmlCh could w s tand . What Yunck had 

t o say was important. 1166 

Still, ny vi ra mi11 d the point, nd NBC had 

angry l tt rs compl ining of th Colon l's us of th ord 

"Goddamnit . " orthahi ld r pli d: 

W dit d car fully, l ft 1n ' God It 
was said in a Christin way . .. Y t w h 
Bibl - b lt nt ality. Thy ignor d th bi r 
fact--• fin man h d his lg shot off. You k p 
g tting cut up by th lack of sophistic tion of 
your •~di nc. Th r ar 20 million p ople out 
th r 1!f tcbing u.a, and th y ar not all tbinki 
alik . 67 

Incid ntally, th Marin Corps was aatisfi d with th 

Colon 1 Yunck story, unlik Korl y Saf r's r rt on th 

66Ibid. 

67Ibid. 



burning of Cam N , 1inc for million, of 
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rican1 it •how d 

a brav man at a tragic, yet ntou. . point in hi• lif. 

,1l!! Fulbright hudng • In th wint r and apri of 

1966, all thr n tworka carried liv cov rag of th S nate 

For ign Relation.a Committ h rings which w r b ng con­

duct d by coami.tt chai n J. William Fulbright. flt 

hearin • d big n s aa the committ e q~ ation d • numb r 

of gov rrunent exp rt.a on the U.S. invol t in Vi tnam. 

0th r a ctiona of thi• chapt r hav iv eu 1 • 

of th impact of • of the n tworka' Viecn.m cov r e out-

aid th industry. But in th caae o th Fulbright h ar­

ing•, one finJs th b t xampL of a 

withi the industry b cau e of TV'• cov rage of Vi 

'l1le disput b gan in rly F bruary wh John Schn i­

der, newly appoint d to th numb thr post in th CBS 

hi rarchy, d cided against of t st y by 

C org K nnan, for r U.S. t o scow. Hi.I r on 

was that h flt f p rson.a r watcbi the prol d 

h arings, and that a gr ter • rvice was r nd r ract• 

ing th hard n a and pr • nting i t in c ct mv,cn,.u"' n • · 

cast• which had far lar er audienc •. Schn id r also point d 
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out that a majority of the country'• opinion era w re at 

work during the time of the hearing• and, th refore, would 

get a cbanc to• e only the ev Ding n I pro How v 

the w ek b fore CBS ~ cancel d itl r gular pro r ng to 

carry Uv th t atlmony of oth r witn 11 • b fore the 

Fulbright comadtt 

CBS N I Pr lident Fr d Friendly felt that televhi 

th xtend d bearin • would be beneficial in familia.:--1.zln 

view n with th intricaci • of the Vi tnam probl Fri d-

ly could poin out that 1inc it ha1 b en eatabliah d ny 

t1 a that t 1 vilion 1a the primary dium through which 

ny millions of 1n the r know d e of world 

vents, not only do TV h v a r portorial ta1k but al o a 

1uppl ntary ducational nmctlon. Hi• ov r-all po ition 

was that th ducatlonal v lu of th full h ring• could 

not be conv yd in 1pot n I bulletin•, and that ext aive 

details wer 1aentlal to und ratandin th c lexJ.ty of 

th war. 

B caua CBS fail d to carry th t 1timony of fo r 

aaaador Kennan, Fri dly r sign d, cla ng that Seim :id r 

lack d adequat xp rience in national and int rnational 

affain to hav a v to ov r th n t of CBS. H 
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said that Sebo id r' • d ch ion was "a bu1in u, not a n e 

j udgment. 1168 

The shock created within television by the audd 

r aignation of Friendly far exc eded that of any oth r r c nt 

shalt wup, but it tend d to ob1cur th k y qu 1tion of th 

dispute which wu how best to bring TV'• aid.lb to b ar in 

cov ring th d bat ov r U.S. for ign policy in Vi tnam. 

According to Televilion gazin • anoth r tin 

th rift may hav b n th of th war i ta lf by 

CBS News. It point d out that w • un r pr uur 

from the Pentagon b cau, of th Saf r r port th pr vious 

August about cam Th r for , i a point 

of honor for Friendly to giv full cov r ge to an anti· 

Administration viewpoint auch a• Kennan'•• partkularly 

since General Maxw 11 Taylor and S cretary of St•t Dean It 

were able to air th i r views in full ov r CBs. 69 

But The Saturday Evening !2!!, said of th tt r: 

For though Frlendly was righ t i n insistin tha 
TV journalists b fr t o r ly on th ir own n 
jud nt, and though th r is ch to b • id for 

68Th _ ~ lL..!.. r bruary 16, 1966. p. 1. 

69T l vl .ion, XXIII ( ch, 1966), p. 



t 1 caating newa ev ta liv • aa a public 
a rvice, and thou b the FUlbright h arin • 
were an important vent, ah ddin a 11 ht 
on our murky coad.tment in Vi ttYlm -
all this, ia it really good n s jud nt, 
and good journalism, to d vot hours of bro d­
caating time to a verbatim pr a ntat1on of a 
Congr uional h ring? Or 1a it th ct 
oppoait of journallamt 

Outaid of t 1 viaion, no journ l •t 
op rats as a r ording d vie. ow r cor-
r spond. nt cabl a ho v ry d tail of th 
battl h cov rs, no trial r port r fil a 
complet tr,aacript of th teatitDony in 
cou.rt ••• 

Kow v r, Jack Gould, the influ cial broadca 

critic of Ih_ ~~I=!., flt th.at TV's influ c 

raia d th level of th, S For ign ~ lation C 

79 

tt 

h aringa to th 1 v 1 of a conatructiv d on Vi tnam. 71 

But he said that th up oar ov r th Fri dly-Scbn id r dia-

put tend d to obscure tb fact that c db 

inexcusably slow in di ging out th controv ray ov r the 

Vietnam war. Clos •up• of th cir; on th bat 1 fi ld hav 

th ir place, b aid, but in hia mind TV atill h d a 

jor ducational rol to p rform in acquainting th • 

JOTh Saturday Ev ing ~. CCXXXIX (Karch 26, 1966) , 
p. 120. 

71n, _ !2L I,__, F bruary 14 , U 66, p. 59. 
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audi nc with the realitiea of a chan ing A.aia. 72 

Could alao aaid that th whole thin t nd d to poin 

out th natur of televlaion to ha friction b n 

producing ent rtainment and co t•ridd n journalia111. 73 H 

conclud d: 

T levision' • ch.a 11 n 
aa the nation'• moat inf u 
opinion, it is diff r t fr r 

th.at, 
p®lic 

In it• r aponaibility ther 1• a built-in lf.mi­
tation on profit ••. Hr. Fri ndly'a ai tion 
as in th natur of a rCULi.,u .. ...,r that, if TV 

fiddl whil Vi tna.m bvrns, non of t leviaion' • 
usual exp dient arg ts of th stat quo wi l 

o thing. 74 

But historia Arthur Sehl ing r, Jr., aaid tha t-h 

tel vis d h rings r pr a important succ ss for th 

72t l vi ion, XXIII (July, 1966), p. 41. 

73'nt -- !2!.. L....!, op. cit., p. 59. 

y-

74-nt _ York L_, F bruary 20, 1966, S ctio II, 
p. 23. 



n tworka: 

I have no doubt that future hi■ torian will 
conclud that the■e hearing■ op n d an phaa 
in the Vietnam d bat • B for th h •rin 
moat people had 1uppr II d any di1qui tud 
may hav felt over t he d pening national 
ment in Vietnam on th a■■umption that th 
dent bad more information and no doubt kn 
But the hearin I had the cl r ff ct, for 
or worse, of legitimatiz ng di11ent. If in nt 
generals, diplomata and I tora w re unhappy 
about our action. in Vietna , th th ordirwry 
citizen flt fr e to indulg in hia own doubt• 
• . • Would th • h, rin • hav had th.e 
eff ct had th&y not b on televi1iont I think 
plainly not - and all the mor er dit th refor 
to the NBC n twork whlch carri d th in full. 75 

.!!:!£ Sevar id .2!l Vi tna • As a pictur diu:m, on 

81 

of th great advanta •oft 1 viaion 11 ita &bility to brin 

the 1c n to th vi r, for thi1 11 what TV waa d ai n d to 

do. But much of th Vietnam atory con.cern1 what o • on in 

the minds of · n and cannot, therefor , b expr II d in 

visual terms. In addition, much of th info tion out of 

Vietnam is of a conflicting nature. 11\ r for, t:hl1 provid 1 

a great opportunity for the c 

in clarifying the situation • hat by l dJ.n p rap ctiv 

75Arthur Sehl sin r, Jr., " Politic• and T 1 iaion.'' 
,lY ~. XIV (Octob r 22, 1966) , p. 7. 



and background to the Vi tnam atory. In-depth c 

2 

tary 1a 

ace pted on radio, but for a c ntator to sit down in front 

of a TV camera and read hh car fully pr par d script for a 

half hour or so 18 something we do not x:p ct on t l vision. 

Yet on June 21, 1966, CBS • ua d that approach in 

a 30 minute program call d "V etnam: Eric S vareid' s P r• 

aonal Report. 11 nte program wae sort of an uay comb in d 

with int rpr tation and c ntary. Only a f visUiill w r 

us d; th half hour waa moatly Sevar id talking into th 

c ra. 

Among other thing • he qu ation d the accuracy of 

rican casualty fi u.r • and pr die t att t o 

mak democracy ork in Vietnam cou d lad toy are of in­

stability as conflicting factions n uv r for pow r. 

Sevareid concluded hi.a half hour by eayin th r l iuu 

in Southeast Asia 1a social and conomtc lib ration of th 

individual. 

It was s t hing that has r rely b s non n twork 

t l vision. But to broadcastin critic Jack Could, it H 

th right approach, ainc h b li v s tha wh a country's 

chips are on th tabl , th public will sit at111 for 
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illuminating comment.ary - ev on t 1 vhion. 76 

Actually, th~ program said littl abou Vi tn that 

had not already be n cover din th nation' - pr s • But 

Gould applaud d the effort H "• step in th right dir ction 

of allowing 'IV corr spond u mor leeway in advancing th ir 

own opinions and frankly labeling th aa such. 1177 

program on its "Scope"• rie. It was call d "Kowarcf 

Smith: One Han's Opinion." Although th r • rch r lcnowa 

of no lilt network ffort• since that time, still on cannot 

h lp but beli ve that more euch progr will b 

in th utur now that Vi ha provid d an opportwity 

to show that t.h r 1a a place on n twork t 1 vision for 

programs d vot d to coanentary. • 

rview .hL _22. On July 4, 1966, ABC 

tried a different appr ch on its w kl 11S.cop " • ri , and 

76 Gould, ~ bruary 13). 1966 , ~• _ill., p. 17. 

7711t _ .!2!! --•• Jun 22, 1966, p. 95. 

* Additio l info tion on t h n twork•' policy tow rd 
c ntary and editoriali.zing ii contain d in App ndix B on 
pa 143. 



th resulting 30 minutes would b v ry hard to top for 

tional content. 'n\at evening Howard It. Smith talk d with 

hia 100, Sp cial11t Fourth Clau Jack Sod , who suff r d 

~ultiple wounda during the battl of th la Orang Vally in 

late 1965. At th time of th interview, he still had SO 

pieces of ahrapn l in hla 1 gs. 

'n\ progr w • ull d "AF th r, A Son, and War" and 

waa conduc t d much ll~ a family diacwision at h b tw 

fath r and 100. Th senior Smith was largel confin d to 

conv ying th worry, prid, nd r lief that would naturally 

be exp c t d of a fa h r in auch circ .tanc •. at of tb 

talking waa done by the your1 r S th, and he told of the 

fighting aa h experi c d i t, the night re of th crying 

wound c:i and th horrors of hand-to-hand c t. For a while 

th en y even 1DOunt d a machin • gun on "1h t th y thought 

was hi• lif l •• body. 

In such a progr it h v ry difficult for th vi r 

not tionally involved, and this t b sp cial-

ly tru for those pr nts with 1001 still in Vie S 

thought the half hour was too vivid . !!L _ I2!t, _!__ 

c nt d that tb progr did und racore that "all war is 



h ll. But to make the point through a fa ily r union that 

many fath rs will n ver know could be conatru d as a laps 

of sensitivity in warti 1178 

5 

Sumnary. Th exampl • in thi• chapt r ar r pr s ta­

tive of the type of Vi tnam product wbich the thr 

pre.ent. What kind of conclusions can thus be fo dT First, 

th pictur pres nt d fr Vietnam is 

mising and hard hittin • Th fact th n twor • produce ,uch 

a vari ty on Vi tnAIII, p rticularly th 'talk pro-

gr lik th S nate haring• and Eric S var id'• hal hour, 

is an indication that ad termin d effort is being d to 

pr s nt th whole pictur 

Unfortunat ly, this p~ctur is s 

out of balanc b caus of th limit tions 

s eli. btly 

dium, u 

indicated i .n the sequence fr Cam • How v r, thil on 

report probably did mor than any oth r to focus att ntion 

on the impact of television's Vi cov rag. 

Th reader should al,o note the att t d by all 

tbr n tworks to fulfill th ir ducational rol by p s nt-
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ing live coverage of the Senate For ign latiOM tt 

hearing•. Since thou.aanc:u of dollars of c rcial adv r• 

tiaing wer lost when ntertainment shows wer dropp din 

favor of th hearings. this again illuatrat • th d sire of 

the n tworka to giv the vi er as compl t a pictur as 

po11ibl on Vi tnam. But th fir ork• at CBS ov r liv 

cov rage of th h ring• pointed out once a ain th c r-

cial- nt rtainment aide is in control of n twork tv and. 

ther for • h • th ta,t word. 

Finally, particul r tt tion should b iv th 

long, C ntari • which ha b n a p1·oduc of th~ 

war in Vietn m. It could b that this ii th start of a 

trend to allow th bl n twork corr apood • 

more 1 eway in int rpr tin th compl x n of our day.* 

*A list of many of th •r cial pro r on the Vi t-
nam war that th n twor • hav pr ent, d ii includ d tn 
App ndix C on pag 147. 



CHAPTER V 

TV'S COVERAGE OF VIETNAM: WHAl' 

PEOPLE SAY ABOUT IT 

So far this s tudy haa b en devot d mo tly to the 

probl and difficultiea faced by n tvork tel viaion in 

cov ring th war in Vietnam. aut with a f 

little baa y t b en aaid of the reapon•• t:hia cov ra e baa 

rec iv d. nier fore, the purpose of thia chapter ia to 

e.xplore r pr aentative c011111enta which hav b 

TV'• r porting of the conf ict. 

n, r earch r felt t t 

marks on TV's Vi tnam war cov rag hav b n 

about 

ble r -

d by those 

who deal with that cov ra very day: th profe aiOlul 

critics, apokeamen for th U.S. gov nt and th military, 

and, of coura • p opl in th industry its lf. As r sult, 

this chapter is divid d into thr e • ctlons • ch iv t o 

c nts from on of th ae groups. 

~ !h,_ critics .!!I• In atudyin th colUIIS'I of 

th professio l critic a• both broadcasting a d. o h rwi 

th r s arch r found on coimc,n. th through t of th ir 
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c nt1: th&t TV'• cov rag tended to aubordinat th 

cultural, political, and aocial implications of Vi for 

th stark drama of the battlefl ld. Anoth r com:non critici• 

was that the TV correspondent, have not b en abl to .x ract 

much sense from th ir string of battlefi ld vign tt s. 

Aa Brock Brow r pointed out in Life azin: 

Difficult war alms and delicat polici I ar 
1iq,ly not r nder any cl r r by the nutn~ 
brav ry of a corr spondent putting on tap his 
own ntra nt by Vi tcon 1nip ra and. b -
lat d}Y• the networka s to b.av r llz d 
this. 7 

Dean Edward W. Barr tt of the Graduat School of 

Journali1m, Columbia Univ rsity, agr d that tryin to 

sense out of th political morau in Vi tn hat 

difficulti a for th n tworka, r aulting ln a ral tardi-

n as in a diE-euaaion of th c n tral nd fun ntal iuu s. 

H implied that a of this could be b caus almo t non 

of the correspondents in Vi tnam speak.a th nativ langua e, 

and v n som. of the abl at of th young r corr spond nta 

hav, a r lativ shortage of political aophistlcation, H• 

p cially when faced with th confualng curr ta and sub• 

79srock Brow r, ' 'Worthy Try at Cov ri a Bi 
1!1..., LX (January 21, 1966), p. lS. 

tory, 11 
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currents of Vi tname•e politics.BO 

N twork tel viaion also ha• b en criticb d for 

failing to provide a balanc d and factual p ctur o th 

war. 'nlia ta specially th fe ling of Hanson W. Baldwin, 

the military xpert for lb! ~ ~ !,.__!_. H not d that 

th Vi tnamese war 1a probably th most difficult and c 

plex war to report ever cov rd by th Americ n pr••• but 

he added: 

Y t ther ar f ditora who ar willing or 
able to allocste th . timer quir d for 
r al in-d pth r porting. Too often th day-to­
day r porting is bri f, piaodic, and partial . 
For thia, th ditora • . . and t 1 vision pro­
due rs, not th con-espond ta in Saigon, 
d s rv th blame. 81 

Baldwin s d up th f lings of a n r of oth r 

critics wh n h complain d of distort d, bias d, nd aenaa• 

tional report:ing by a few yo1.mger rs of th TV corp•. 

ln addition, he said, s t l vision r port ra hav d -

liv red g neraliz d ditorial judgments for which th y hav 

n ither the c knowl dg to sustain, although 

SO ot s tak.en from audio tap , "T l vision War Cor-
respondent: 'nl Br d," .22• ci . 

81 ldwin, .22· cit., p. 31. 
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he not d the worat offender• hav now d part d. 2 

Military hiltorian S.L.A. Marshall h I b critical 

of TV'• cov rage of th war, pointing to t l vi ion er • 

who ''want blood on the moon every ni ht." H al.lo au at d 

thal all too oft n • arch • only for what h call 

tangent• and lid bars. flt • offb at ya~, h aaid, " all 

into • v ral familiar patt rn,, none of which prom!• • a 

bat any long r, thou h coll ctively, they ar b.at to 

ct ath. Any demonstration or riot it tur fir copy. 1183 

0th ra alBo comp uin that t l vi1ion'1 cov rage a ti 

baa a ahow biz look and can point to th fact that South 

Vietna 1e ov, rnment troop• e n hav b n known t o hold 

up an op ration until the TV crew• arriv d. 

Anoth r prob l wu poin_t d out by J • 1ton in 

one of hia C',oluims in lb.! __ ~ _. K r nd d. hb 

rud rs that the t l vidon c ra1 ar only on on aid of 

t h lines, and so r cord inly our caaualti • and th 

path tic seen a of t h South Vi t ov rrun by 

82Ibid. 

83.n..._, LXXXVIII (Octob r 21, 1966), p. 6. 
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our troop■• 84 But, th r ad r ahould r Hz that thi■ prob-

1 mi■ b yond the control of then twor~■• with th 

of what little footag thy can 1ecur from Ori ntal film 

agencie■ with contact■ in North Vi tn 

Another c0111110n complaint w • voic d in ,lh_ ~ It pub• 

On program after progr , w are iv nth 
official line of advocat • pro or con, couch d 
in 1th r th gobbled gook of 8°'' nt hand· 
outs or the jargon of protest. Th lack of 
intelligent qu ationin only aolidifi • tb 
rational a of the propo nta of eith r vi 
about th war . .. One xp tat l vi11on to 
exc l on the vi1ual l vel, but on hop• that • 
doc ntary can a rv as c t as w 11. 

no ady anaw rs. P rhapa 
at all, only d ciaiona 
then tworka t o ask th 

1t an attempt to thaw froz n 

th Te 
o b 
qu ation■ 

5 at i tud 

But n twork TV also has he n praia d for its fforta 

i n covering V~etnam. Jack Gould wrot in .lh.. ~Im.I!._: 

Th initia iv and brav ry of th TV corr a­
pond nts, and mor particularly, th unsung 
c r who v nture to the front lin • with 
all th ir bulky qui twill eventually stand 

84 !!!! _ ~ _T __ , F bruary l , 1966, p . 32. 

85 John Gr ory Dunn • 11Tb tworka on Vi tnam, 11 

l!L __!;!! ltepublic, CLIV (January 8, 1966), pp. 36- 37. 



a, a re1Mrkable chapter in l c tronic jour­
nalhm.86 

Dean Barrett told the N York NA'l'AS forum on th 

92 

t levision war corr apondent that on th whol h w • com­

pelled to give n twork TV a rather high acor for it• cov r­

ag of Vietnalll, II add d that h thought th n twork jour-

naliata in Vietna deserv d ndoubl A plu• ru for 

nt rprtae, courag , p raev ranee, and fortit,ud . 1187 

But what would the critic• augg. at to then tworu 

to improv their Vietnam product? Th r • arch r wrot to 

a numb r of th and uk d wha 1in le 1ugge1tion th y would 

mak bove all oth ra, for th n tworu to b tt r th ir 

cov ra of tb conflict. 

Rob rt Lewis Shayon, broadcuting critic for th 

Saturday Review, r pli d that h would ask th n tworu t o 

pr s nt other ge, of the war th n thoa h ld by th U.S. 

government and by th jority of th n a dia in thil 

country which, h said, gen rally r fl ct th 

86 Jack Could, "How Is TV Cov ring Vi tn T" • !!L _ 
~!........! ,Dec r 26, 1965, Part II and X, p. 15. 

87 otea taken from audio tap , 11T l vision War Cor• 
respondent: 'nte Br d, " .22· s!_. 



views of the conflict. 88 Earli r he had point d out: 

ltler '• no dang r of ch ating th Administra­
tion of its fair ahar of cov rag; it c nnot 
fail to g t the lion'• ahar anyway. It 1a th 
sharp st attack• of th critics that w anat 
• ek out and broadcast. I c nnot r mb r 
which CBS correspondent said it .•. but it 
waa well said. quoting Pr sident John F. It! n dy: 
''nle men who qu ation pow r contribute aa much 
as the n who us pow r. •89 

93 

l!!_ !£!! ~ !L-!. military xp rt. Hanaon W. Baldwin. 

mad a similar sugg ation: 111 would iiubt that any pro r 

d aling with th war ahould p.r sent a cro •-• ction of opin­

ion ra·th r than th word• of p rhaps one faction or on 

man."90 

Howev r, Jack Gould of.!!!! !!!!!12!:k l1_.! point d out 

that a balanc d pr • ntation of pros and cona ii not ough. 

H said. b cause of th conflicting natur of ch of th 

information on Vietnam. th re is an urgent for mor 

int rpr tive c 

ing 

tary than i• now b 1ng off r d. According 

Rob rt Lewis Shayon. broadcast• 
===-=:.. ~==• dat d Octob r 10. 1966. 

a Br II 

90p rsonal l tt r fr Hanson W. B ldwin. Kllitary 
Editor • .Ih,_ L ~ ~. dat d Octob r 12, 1966. 
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to Gould, th view r ahould hav th ben fit of dlsp ssionat 

professional judpent to bring into focus th ning of 

what he ha.a seen or h ard, and this na an on 

celevision of th situation in Vi tnam by th joum Hats. 9l 

But the desire of most critics for TV to pr • nt a 

larger cross-section of opinion on Vl 

Shayon: 

WH ypifi d by 

war c 

C rtainly in an \Dld clar d war, as n Vi CM , 
th r is small juatific ion or a p rocbial nd 
limit d stablis nt vi • Th r w p rmit a 
div rsity of goala and strat is, th cloa r w 

y apprgximat a rational b sis for policy­
making. 92 

Another sugg stion for improvin TV's co¥ ra oft 

from. Dean Barr tt. H au. est d that th n tworks 

with th 

n c ssary languag skills and political aophbticatlon r -

quired for ace:urat on- th •seen political r poi:-ting in 

that country. 93 

For Jack Could, th netwoi:-ka could 1.mprov th ir 

9lcould, (F bruary 13, 1966), .22· cit., p . 17. 

92shayon, (Octob r 10, 1966), ,22. Ll· 

93 ot a taken fr 
r spond nt: Th ew Br 

audio ta , ''Television War Cor• 
d," .22· £l_. 



s 
Vi tnam coverage by fulfUlin an educational n d. H 

noted that in a aenae, the dil of TV journalis h th 

sa as that faced by the nation itaelf. In th urop ,l 

.,,ars of the paat, he point d out, w w re fighting within a 

framework of Western culture. But in addition to th mili · 

tary challenge, h·e indlcat d that Vi tnam also posea a for• 

midabl ducational challenge. Th avera rican'• 

lcnowledg of that part of h world 1a almoat non xist t, 

Could aaid, and so TV might improv it• rol by providing 

mar information on South aat Ada and the way of life 

th re. 94 

Although critics do not alway• k the• au •· 
tiona for improving TV's eov rag of th war, aur ly mos 

would agree with th vi of Brock Brow r 

He noted that a CBS-Gallup polls 

lie was flyin blind in this war: 

d to how that th pub-

If • and p rmit to e hasu that if • 
if television's . • r porting has in part 
b en r sponsible for this public attitud, 
then th networks should b ndful that an 
audi nee for a matur news progr is still 
40 times as larg as th troop• now c tt d 

94eould, (Dec r 26, 1966), ~- ill·, p . 15. 



to Vi~tn&111, and that th• (pro ra ) ... 
can with honor b continu d.95 

96 

~ ~ gov t'.nlllent !!!!! military spok s n .!.!Y· B -

caus Washington has a vest d inter st in Vi tnam, it is 

within government, and ap cially within th Penta on, tha 

one finda the gr test awareness of t levision' • impact on 

th public, •~d the valu of that 1.q,act for a cauae. And 

on of thos who 11 v ry conacioua of th uipact of n twork 

'lV'• Vi tna cov rag is Arthur Sylv ater, A.uiatant S er tary 

of De fens for Public A.ffain • one of th most • nsitiv joba 

in the Defens Depart t. /oJ not d in chapt r thr , a 

m mb ra of the pr ss corps attribut a numb r of their dif­

ficult!. a in cov ring t his war to Sylv st r'• offic . Cr-

tainly, h ould n v r Vi.n a popularity cont st ng th 

tel vision correspond nts who hav r port d from Vi tnam. 

But despit th contention that• to exist betw en 

60 of the TV news n and S,ylv st r, h has d 1011111 kind 

things to say about th n twork:s' £forts in Vi tnam: 

95 Brow r, .22· ill·, p. 15. 



Hy observation 1a that, on the whol , 
tel vision ha• don an xcell nt and coura­
g oua job in reporting th war. S of h 
depth reports televiai~ has don have b 
abaolut ly fir•t rat. 

But then he quickly added, ''What ia it, pr cisely, 

97 

that the viewer at h actually a at Ia the pictur, aa 

h g ta it, th same picture .• • by th aoldi r who 

a.ctually exp rienc d the r lityt 11 97 

To Sylv at r on of th bigg at probl that TV PT -

s nts for th · fens Department b that a t l via ion c ra 

has a very limited field of vi ll not d that sine th 

c raman cannot film v rything when th action b ina, h 

naturally filma th most dr tic pic::tur s. And according 

to Sylvest r, the v ry f ct that h is fore d to s l c::t what 

to film k s him an ditor as w 11 as a c also 

point d out that while the c 

civilians huddled in fear, trying to avoid the hootin, th 

civic action that will take plac i .n that a vUlag after 

96 
Arthur Sylv ater, "Su.t I'v, S n It With Hy Own 

Eyes ... ~", un dit d t xt of art:icl sub tt d. by Hr. 
Sylv ster to Dat lin , th journal of th 0v rs • Pr s 
Club, undated, p. 3. 

97tbid. 
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the fighting baa mov don will probably not be r cord d, 

becaua th cameraman continu • to go ''wh r th action 1a. 1198 

Sylvester said that, as a r sult, 

shot a small action which h out of cont t with th whole, 

although he risk, d his n ck to get it. If th c nb 

good, his film contains th most dr tic and movi.n pictur •, 

but ctually it g n rally t lla only a p rtial story. By th 

v ry natur of the di 

ce..nnot hav • n v cything. But wb that fi 1m 1a shown on 

thos 70,000,000 TV scr en•, it appears to be th whol nory. 

So for th vi r, th villagers huddl din r will always 

r in that way, h ta.id, and line th foTthcoming civic 

action is not hown, th r 1a no civic action. "'Iher ia 

only the sound of firing, th rush for cov r, the n hit, 

the women and childr n w eping. ,.99 

Sylv st r conclud d: 

Th tel vision picture, b us it ia dit d 
on th spot and contains such an diat , 
dramatic a.ct, can giv. only a limited vi 
It is an inherent and built-in limitation of 

98Ibid., p. 5. 

99tbid., pp. 6-7. 



the dium. The conv ntional p ncil and not -
book report r can rang as far aa hil mind and 
inaighta will take him - th report r uain 
film can rang only aa far aa hi• ca ra can 
aee .• 

This i.mlne-dlate r sponae to a partial atory 
cause• no end of probl Th 1 tt ra start 
coming in. Program view ra think t hy know 
what 1a going on. Bu,t what th y hav a ia 
usually only part of the picture. To give th 
the compl t piy5gr in worda ia a contradic­
tion in its lf. 

Can n twork TV do anything about th1a probl T 

99 

Sylv st r thinka it can if th b oad pictur of the war h 

brought down to th human quatlon. K conclud d: 

tin ord r to put hla 
, th corr spond t 

ntator on th action 
much in th s mann. r aa th lat Edward 
Murrow c . nt d on th Blitz, fr th burning 
rooftop• of London,101 

Th res ems to be a general a r 

that th h n aid of th war n ds mor 

t 1n th P nbl on 

fr th 

networks. General Harold Johnson, y Chi f of Sta.ff, 

aid d with Sylvest r in a ap ech b fore th Oklah Pr .. 

Association. He said that television could impro its 

lOOrbid., p . 7 . 

lOlrbid. • p. 8. 



cov rag of th conflict by pointing out "th 

100 

ny thing• 

our n ov r th r are accOllll)liabing u th y work. aid by 

sid with th Vi tname• peopl to improv living condi iona 

and r ator th local conomic atructur ." Ke th r nd d 

hit audience that f pictur • hav bent k to •how th 

military'• civic action in battl -acarr d villa a.102 

G n ral Johnaon alto told th Oklahoma Pr u Auo­

ciation: 

Stat 
tion 
Jun 

I f l that an qu.ally, or p rhapa more lmpor­
tant job can b don by journaliata ... hr 
in th Unit d Stat s. Th w y n I ii play d 
and int rpr t d hat mor imp ct on publlc opin­
ion than th way it 1a written fr th front. 
Editors and nalysta would do w 11 to look., not 
at singl 1n tanc • of gaina or • backs, but 
at cumulativ ff eta of th skirmish• th r 
1b natur of th y nd th! t rrain 
ua to pr sa our att ck.. 1n a s rt of 
engag ta, and our d fens ia conduct 
against a hit-and-run fo • A n • stor on any 
giv n day y or y not 8 indicativ of our· 
progr ss toward succ s.l 3 

102cen ral Harold ohnson, Chief of Staff, 
Army, an addr b for th Olclah Pr s 

Convention, T Lod T , Ok.lab 
11, 1966. 

103Ibid. 

Unit d 
socia-
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How v r, mor often than not th Army 1s pl u d with 

TV's coverage of the war, sp cially th soldiers in th 

fi ld who often f 1 forgotten. 'l'h sight of th n twoTlu' 

t levision crews is evidence to th that s 

Ray Hciloney of ABC n.oted: 

The soldiers • .• ar 
hav TV crews around. To th , it 

on car s. 

body rally car about what th y'r doi 
Th y' 11 ahar th i r laat C•raticm with you, and 
ti down your poncho t nt prop rly so it do •r. ! t 
blow away. I hav n v r flt mor appr ciated, 
nor mor humbl ,104 

But v n thb can b a probl for th corr apond ta 

as thy strive for nbj ctivity. garding th ff ct such 

exp riences can hav on th TV r port r, Pi. rs And rton of' 

ABC point d out: 

R. b comes so sympath ic and so adm:irin of 
the American military in e fi ld that h , p r• 
haps UT.1consciously, f ls that b cannot be too 
critical, that h cannot report i· so har hly on 
the setbacks encount r th r. 5 

It is her , at th field lev 1, that th n twork 

p ople enjoy their be.st relations with th litary. For 

l~ickey, (Octob r l, 1966), ,22. ill_., p. 9. 
105cr -~. ld, i t 36 ~.. .22· £._.' p. • 
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agr voluntarily to coop rat in th military way o doin 

things wh n v r thy accompany alli d troops on a uion 

against the en y. Thia h lpa to promot a spirit of two­

way cooperation . Al, a r ault, Lt. Col . Dani l Kill, O\ief 

of th 'IV· 1Ladio- New1f1lm Branch of th Dir ctorat for De• 

fens Information, said that th pr aence of the TV er 1 

in Vietnam pr aenta "Uttl or no probl to th Army. 

Aaid from routin logiatica support in th fi ld, 'IV er • 

ar eu ntially aelf-auffici t and are accept d aa • no l 

part of th military ac n • 11106 

Th coverage of the war by th n or do a, h 

pre.a nt difficulti • for th vy. Accordin to CAp ain 

R..H. KoGntz, th avy'a Dir ctor for M dia ll! lat1on:a. th 

gr at t probl of all ia tran~portation. ■ ince ch of th 

activity by the vy ia in wat ra off the ahor of Vie 

Buth indicat d th vy 1a tng ev ry ffort to t th 

network crews out to ahipa ao thy can r port on the job 

l06Peraonal 1 tt r 
Rill, Chief, 'IV-Radio• 
Division, Directorate for 
b r 7 • 1966. 

Air Force Lt. Col. Dani 1 
Branch, Audio-V.uua l I 

Info tion, dat d ov 
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which i• being don in th South China S 107 

With the Navy 10 ag r for mor cov ra it h not 

surpri ■ ing that the Department of th avy has b n ■a i■ fi d 

ov r•all with 'l'V'• reporting of th naval story from Vi 

Capt31n Koontz concluded: 

n, Navy in general ha■ b en pl •• d with the 
cov rage w hav rec iv d of oul:' ffoTta in the 
war. We b li ve th p rt■ of the ttory which 
hav found th ir way into televt,ion h • around 
the co1.mtry hav done ch to incr • public 
awaren sa of th vy role in the con£ ict, but 
w are anxiou, to g t ven more cov ra • o our 
work, and it h to that d that w ar loo ing 
for ways to incr s our manpow r on th ecen_e 
to t the d nca of th t leviaion corr •· 
pondenta. lOS 

And what do• the Air Fore think about th 

of th war by n twork t l vi.ton? Major Geor e W iu of 

the Air Force Depart t of Information at th P nta on eaid 

in a letter cf reply that th n twor shave 

contribution in trying to explain t o th '1'V 

effort the Air Fore pute into accurately hitting n y 

l07 P raona l l tt r from .avy Captain .M. ontz, 
Dir ctor, dia tationa Division, Depar t of th vy, 
dat d Octob r l , 1966. 

108Ibid. 



10 

targets. He noted that t leviaion has corr ct d • 

n ow, impr dona th.at the Air Force bombs indiacriminat -

l 109 
Y• 

Major Weiu, who had just r turn d aa of thia writi 

from. press relations assign nt in Vi tnam, also said that 

generally then tworks hav b h lpful to th Air Fore 

H indicat d th.at this waa tru , b cause the TV n twork.a 

hav p rhapa b en able tot 11 the Air War story to re 

p ople than th oth r dia. "P raonal xperl ce haa b n 

that when v r the Afr Fore bad a new orthy £fort which 

could be photographed effectiv ly, the network• were gr 

to provid crews.nllO 

Although g n rally ap ing the Penta on is pl • d 

with th networks' coverag of th ar, still th r ares v­

eral additioMl points on which it bas b en critical of TV'• 

efforts. After talking to a n r of military and ovem-

ent officials, U Hickey of ,!! ~ list d th following 

109P r onal l tt r fr 
Deputy Chi f, Proj cts Dev l 
tion Division, 0ffic of Inf 

llOibid. 

Air Fore Major 
Branch, Publ c Info 

tion, da d Octob r 5, 1966. 
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as the con.sensu. of the P nta on: 

-•T 1 vision is too ngroased with b ttl ac •• air 

atrik s. and civil mayhem at th exp nse of th dull r but 

mor significant stories of Vi tn I politics inft tion. 

pacification, education. and construction of schools, tc. 

••'nlat the c ra'• y is too narrow to conv y th 

full truth of a military action involving tar \mitl. M a 

r sult, the c • an 

r cord th most violent nd dr 

action. 

ditor ash chocnes to 

tic a,p cts of a 1Dilitary 

--Vi rt oft n r c iv a partial. out of cont t 

tory. b caus TV er s too often move with th • 11 r units. 

lik th squaJ or platoon. although what happ • at that 

lev 1 has only min 1 si nificanc to th tar r picture 

back at division h dquart rs. 

••Many of th n twork corr 1pondent1 are too yot.m and 

in xp rienc d to convey fully th• aning of thia c 

war. 

--'nlat th n twork.1 ha loy d too ny for ign 

n tionata in th ir Vi tnam bur us*, and sine y of th 

*Admitt dly, an r of th n tworks' c ra and 
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n ar in such strong disagre nt with U.S. polici •• 

th ir opinions inf ct the quality of th ir reportin 112 

But in r sponse to the research r's ~u stion of th 

ov r -all attitude of the military toward th n twork.s' cov r­

ag ol the war, Lt . Col. Hill wrote in hb l tt r of r ply: 

W b 11 v that TV cov rage of th w r in 
Vi tnam has b en n rally favorabl to the 
military ffort. For on thin , it dr ti-
cally acquaints th ric n public with th 
war •.. On balanc , th xpo ure of Vietnam 
military activiti • through tel vbton bas b en 
beneficial. Gen rally, t l ii ion n • cov r• 
ag . . . h • r fl ct d 1nit1at1v and r po • 
sibility, although w would like to• e rat r 

hasia on putting th s tory in p rap ctiv, 
as oppos d to l ttin th s ational or ito• 
lat d incid nt stand alon • Military bhmdeu 
ar a part of any war, and Vi tnam it no xc -
tion. But such blund rs are mor than balanc d 
by what is don ri ht if th n s r PY{t rand 
his ditor will k a balanc d vi J 

and soun n ar for ign nationals, including ••, 
Fr nch, Scandinavian, Britbh, Kor , Australian, and 
C nadian. As not d in th s cotld chapt r, the n tworks t 
do this to hold down th ir en.sea. But according to lY 
~. as of t hh writing all th n ho do th talkin , 
t h n twork corr spondents, ar U.S. citiz n,, xc pt Bri­
tisheI Ray Molon y of ABC and Can, di n Ho l y Sa r of 
CBS. 1 l 

111 .!!?.!!! • , p. 18. 

112Hickey, (Octob r 15, 1966), .22· ill·, p. 14 , 

ll3Hill, .22· ill· 
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th comment• by TV newamen about th ir network'• cov rag o 

th war would b only ind fens of cri icia oth r 

sources. But it 1• not th caa , and thi• ia a p rticularly 

h althy aign. For improv t can b mad only wh th -r 

is int rnal diautisfaction with th product th t is of£ r d 

and• Hure of critical self• valuation. And for • 

of TV'• news n to b di11atiafi d with th cov rage of th 

war augg 1t1 th t 1mprov nt will b a con.scantly purau d 

thing u then tworka b c 

thia conflict. 

mor xp ri nc din cov rin 

P t r ennlng1, th an.cho n for ABC'• venin n, • 

ach w .kday, is g tho• who b 11 v TV is not doing n 

exp rt job of cov ring th w r in Vi tna. Sp kin befor 

the York NA:tAS forum on th tel vision corr 1po 

Jennings agr d with th rlier criticil tha b caus of 

its limit d fi ld of view, th TV ra oft n r cords a 

story that is out of context. H, alao said it ii tru that 

sine the n tworka ar ao c titiv , th y 1 t • 

a t ory out of Vi tn b for it hu 1olidifi d. 11 

11 
r spond 

from audio tap , "Tl vision War Cor· 
Br d," ~· £.ll. 
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Jenn.inga admitt d that b caus of th tr n1portation 

problema in Vi tn and b caua of th v ry natuc of the 

war its lf, t~ network.a miss · ny atori •thy prob bly 

should have. But h add d, "It is v ry difficult, p rhapa 

impoaaible, for tel vision to cov r the wbol war." He 

commented, howev r, that bat ny p ople did not und rat nd, 

particularly p opl in gov rnment, is th.at TV ii not the "be 

all" dium in spit of the f ct that there are millions of 

t levi ion a ts ln th U.S. Jennin • said on of th r -

sons h doe1 a 15 minute n kda,y v nin 

1a in th hope vi · rs will then go nd r d th ir n pap n. 

But h conclud d, "I r gr t tut it is not v ry of 

NBC'• Ch t Huntley a.llo ha1 b critical of levi-

s ion' a reporting of th wa.r. H f 11 tha too ny r port­

rs concentrat on th kind of action th t insur • an ap-

pearance on th air b ck ho 116 

Howard K. Smith of ABC agr d. H not d t t durin 

the Buddhist demonstrations in Vietn , "t l vision v t h 

115Ibid. 

116 
.IL_, (Octob T 14, 1966), ,22• .£!!., p. 5 . 
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impr uion that th whol country waa riotin , in t ad of 

2,000 out of 17 million." H add d that TV iv • the id a 

that it'• an American war. "Youn v r • 

action," he complain.ed . 117 

,e 

Then th r is th fact that ny of th n twork p opl 

in Vietnam are r lativ ly young. S of th old r 'IV n •-

n fear this it hurting th cov ra of the conflict by 

t levbion. One of th told U Rick y of l! ~: 

I'm disappoint ov r-all quality of 
th r porting. York has, on occ&1lon, • nt 
misfits, p . opl who jobs w r in j opardy at 
h , and who w re told to volunt r to c 
hr _ - or la • Th y'r untrain d, or und r• 
train d. Th y're n odd auor t of many 
n.atio liti • • adv, ntur rt from all ov r the 
world. 118 

aaid to Ricke.y: 

I'm appall d that a corr sponden a ar 
allow d to c her for as littl as thr e 
month•. They hav no inter at i .n Aaian a fairs. 
They're~ re to ma. a quick for th lv a 
and g t out. 'l\lo y a.rs from n I, and a 
others like , will still b workin in Aaia, 
and that giv • continuity to the r porti . Cov· 

117 ..!!ili!·, p. 63. 

ll8atck y, (Octob r 8, 1966), . ill•, p. 32. 



erin a battle ia the •implut thing ln th 
world. But to malt 1en1e out of what you' v 
s en• both in the fl ld and in S lgon - tha '• 
what the1 young hot1hot1 can't do. 11~ 

But Carl I Collingwood of CBS r nd d Hie y: 

Vietnam ls the moat physically d ndln 
rol that r port r• hav v r b a1k d t o 
take. So it's a young 0

1 1 war, and th cov-
rage ha• all the failing• and atr n th• of 

young n: t I. mor pauionai!o mor color• 
ful, and p rhaps mor rratic. 

llO 

But ven if some 'lV n amen have not b en 1&tiaf1 d 

with th ov r•all cov ra 

th new x cutlv • at h 

of the conflict by th ir 

forte of th ir ataff• in cov ring th Vietnam story. 

dlum, 

ef-

For William Mc.Andr , Pr lid nt of HBC , th most 

satisfaction haa c from 11th d votion, coura •• • d pre>• 

fe sionalism of our corr spondenta in the field 

th concern of our n s progr dltors hr at h 

d tachment, substance, and good taste. 121 

• and 

with 

In respons to th r rch r'• qu t ion of wha has 

giv n him th most aati faction in hi• n tvork'a cov rag 

119Ibid. 

120Hick y, (Octob 15, 1966), ~- ill·, p . 17. 

121Mc>.ndr ill· 
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of th war, Richard Salant, Pr ,id nt of CBS , wrot 

That we have report d it xac ly u w • 
it . W have report d the good u w 11 u h 
bad. I deriv r t 1&tiafaction fr the f ct 
that w have r cogntz d from th b innin t 
th military action 1a only a part of th re• 
porting of thh war. And 10 we hav focu d H 

well on th vital non-military aap eta - th 
political, the social, and the conoaiic .-ap cu. 122 

1'h re wu no reply from ABC •· 

Summary. 'l'h thr group• with the mo, 

co ra of thew r in Vietnam by n 

ble 

t l vision ar th prof uional cr'itica, 

tary spok amen, and th '1V n 

nt and mili­

lv •. On the b ala 

of an.alytical c 

cluaions ar aug 

nta fr a n r of th , • ral con• 

G nerally, th critic• prah th courag and ini U• 

tiv shown by th n tworka' in Vi tnam. But there la 

on common complaint: TV'• cov ra baa t ndtid to aubordi· 

nat the cultural, political, a.nd social implication.a of th 

a tory to th dr of th battl field. Anoth r r p at d 

criticis by the prua critic is that then tworka re 

122salant, .£2· .5.ll. 
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g nerally tardy in diacwsain th c ntral and funda tal 

iasu a involved with thia conflict. ntere alao hav b en 

some complaints of distort d and aenaation.al r ortin by 

t l via ion reporten. 

When asked for ideas to improve 'IV' • per formanc , the 

moat frequent augg ation from t he critics wu tha t t l vision 

pr s nt a greater variety of opinions on U.S. involv, nt in 

the war. 

nte r currin comment from govenaent a d military 

apok s n about TV' a cove1;age of Vi tnam 1a that becaua of 

th ca ra' a limit d fi ld of view, it a times giv a 

pic tur that 1a out o f balance, althou h the view r think, 

that h 1a ettin the whol s t ory. Th re alao ••eaia t o b 

gen ral agreement in the P ntagon that the h n lid of t he 

warn eds mor emphasis. In addi t ion, th r der should 

note that the government and military have b en critical of 

the fact that then twor employ an r of for ign nation-

ala in th ir Vi tnam bur aua, f ring th ae 

U.S. aims in th war that th ir reportin haa b 

ar ao a ai t 

infected 

by p rsonal opinions. But in r spona to this, it should 

not b overlook d that of all th TV corr nd nu who hav 
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served in Vietnam, only two of th ar not U.S. citizena. 

Howev r, d spite theae criticisms, the gov nt and mili-

tary• generally pluaed with TV's fforta in Vi tnam and 

fe 1 truat,on-th -whole, the coverage ha• b n ben ficlal to 

the war effort . 

In aurveying the television newamen on th job n t­

work TV haa been doing in Vietnam, on finds an awar n •• 

that sOllle of the material pr a nted ruaa b en alightly out of 

balance. 'nl re alao • to b a gen ral agreement that 

network t levhion can nev r cov r the whole VietllAla atory. 

Because of the limitatfona of t 1 vision, it ia point d out 

that TV h not a 11b all" medium, r gardl H of what oth re 

might think. Another complaint among the ch lvea 

is that the quality of t 1 vision'• r porting in Vi tnam haa 

suffered aomewhat through n who w r too young and/or in­

experienced to eff ctively report fr the ac e. But th 

news executives back in th Stat • are en r•lly proud of t .he 

effort and the qual i t y of the reporting by th Lr n in 

Vietnam. 



CHAP'l'Ell VI 

FINAL SIHCARY AND CONCWS IO 

l1le purpo1e of thi1 1tudy ba1 b to urv y h cov-

erage of the war in Vi tn by network t levi1ion. re 

1pecifically it h&1 been directed (1) to defining th prob-

1 tba·t affect th n twork1' ability to cover th war; 

(2) to 1 arnin how the critic•, th military, and the tele­

v11ion indu1try evaluate th war coverage; and (3) tor ch-

ing IOCDe conclusione oo th p r ormance of n twork 1ion 

in itl cov ra e of th conflict. 

l1li1 concluding chapt r ii d vot d to Wllllllri&in th 

mo1t inrportant finding• of th 1urv y and al10 to co rin 

• v ral final concluaioo1 oo n ::work TV'• efforts to pr ent 

th 1tory of Vi tnam for the rican view r. 

I. SmecAllY 

Highlight !?!, £h... ~- l1le mo t difficult pTobl 

of all for tel vi1ion in co ring Vie ii that of tryin 

to • • out of the t.an 1 d political aituation the1: • 

Sine the political 1tory 11 larg ly on which ia not vi1ual, 



TV is handicapp d 1n its att 

llS 

ta to pr• nt this aid of 

th conflict for the rican audience. 

In covering th military asp eta of th story, th 

n tworka ar faced with aerioua transportation probl hich 

ar larg ly du to th u rrilla nature of much of th fight• 

ing. Ma result, th bi at obstacle in pr• ting a com-

plete picture of the military situation is on of logistic•. 

Although g ttin good battl foota 

ter of luck, ■ till battle SC • r 

TV's Vietnaa r por i 

'nle n twork cutiv b ck 

fac d with th probl of ttlng 

th war. But r gardl • of how 

and d pite th ir ability to ov 

Vi tnam, th r is always that c 

ad film back to the U.S. int 

on film often is a t-

in at the hard cor of 

int e Stat • also ar 

ugh ood to cov r 

are on th ac 

th difficultl a in 

of rush 

so that it won't lose 

la n rly 13,000 air ndl its n • valu. 'nl fact 

and 13 hours away from 

ach •· 

York caua • ny additional h d· 

Vi is also diff r t fr th r c t wan in 

which th Unit d Stat a haa b lnvolv d in that ther la 
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no formal cen.■orship of the n •. nt r are • r ■ trictiona 

impoae<S. o■ tenaibly for rea■OtU of military • curity, and d -

scribed a■ of a voluntary nature. All thr t leviaton n. t• 

woru a■ well a■ oth r news dia have agr d to abid with 

the■e r atrictiona, and gen rally the Defense Depart t ha■ 

been pleaaed with the cooperation it ha■ r c iv d from the 

n twork• in this r gard. Row v r, th r 1• a pr v lent f l• 

ing that U.S. gov roment offici.als have not always b c 

pl tely hon at with the pr u • and this ha■ r ,ult d i .n a 

"credibility gap," or a lack of belief by m&ny report rs in 

th gov rnment'a word. B cau■ of this ny TV n, n place 

the bl for what they f 1 t o b th inad quate r porting 

of th conflict on th gov mment. But probably • of t he 

difficulti a i .n pr u r lation!! ar th r ault of ousun r­

standing■ betw en government and t he preu n.d particularly 

from th misquoting by t h new■ dia of a f overnment 

officiate. 

lb ar of cenaor■hip and pr as r lation■ in Vi tn 

is not to b taken lightly, b caus 

follow th voluntary r trictions, he could lose his acer 1· 

tation to cov r the wa In addition, if ■ train d r lations 
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1 d. to eliadn.ating aome of th h lp th mt.l1Ury provid • 

th TV networks, televiaion would hardly b abl to cov r 

th miliury aid of th story at all b caua of th tr n•-
portation probl involv d in ettin er a and qui t 

into th f1 ld. llow v r, th n tworka a emingly bav little 

to f r 1.n thb r ard, sine ch military branch is anxioua 

to maintai.n TV's co rag of its contribuUona to th war 

effort. 

'n\e gr t vari ,ty of progr th n tworka p~ 1 t on 

Vi tnam is a good indication of th £fort t y 

ar makin in attempting to pr ant th whol picture of 

this conflict, and g n. rally th pictur that c a out of 

the millions of rican TV• ta is an uncompromiain and 

hard hitting on. Row v r, this visual tr t of th, r 

is aomet a •lightly out of balance b cauae of th 11.m.iu-

tions of th dium. 

'ffte r sponae this cov ra bas r c iv d fr critic• 

of th pr•• 1• gen rally on of praiae for th initiativ 

and courag ahown by h n twork r port ra 1n Vi tnam. But 

th 1r: on ov rriding riticia 1a that t l vision'• cov rag 

of th conflict baa t d d to plac th dr of th battl -
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f1 ld abov the cultural, political, and 1ocial implicationa 

of the war. Th moat coaaon 1ugg a t ion from the er tic1 o 

improve TV'• per formancil 11 a dea ire for th n twork1 to 

pr aent a great r variety of opiniona on U. • lnvolv t in 

Vi tnam than they have in th p 1t. 

The moat r currin c nt from gov rnment and mil1-

tary 1pok a n about then twork1' coverage of Vietna i• 

that th picture given 1a aomet • out of balan.ce b caua 

of the limited fi ld of view of a TV camera. Th re alao 

• 
sid 

to b 

of th 

gen ral agr 

1tru gl n 

tin th 

da mor 

P ntagon that th h 

cdticiam1, the gov rnment and mi itary 1 

over-all the cov ra. e of the war in Vi tn. 

bu b en beneficial. 

Yet cle1pite th. ae 

to f 1 that 

by th n tworkl 

Th r • t o be a con naua among th n twork n 1-

n that tel vision cannot cov r th ole Vi 1tory 

b cauae of the 11 tationa s also c 

of in xp rienc d report rs who hay b en a n t to cov r th 

war in Vietnam for TV. But with th n • ex, cutiv a back in 

th Stat •, th r 1a a gen ral pride in th work don by 

televi1ion' a n in Viet and in th quality of th ir 

r porting. 
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II. CONCUJS IO 

l! !!L ---""""""=---. .... ...ai=-- 'nl u ual complaint• ain t 

t leviaion newa progra • to b that TV n • la aup r -

ficial, it it too bland, and it rar ly aaka tou h qu atione 

of leading government fi urea. Certainly non of th n t-

works ha1 cl8 d trust TV'• eyat of reportin is p rf ct. 

But in the h.alf-hour w kly di 1ta on the war, in th coatly 

pr -emptions of ent rtai 

dona, and limply in 

in th pan l diacua­

to 1p nd auch vat• 

on Vi tnam cov rag 

vision ii doi 

ther ia a cl r indication that t l -

rytbin poaaibl to illum.lnate the r'• 

dark r corn ra for ric n view r. 

Howev r, mor important qu stion would atill r i .n: 

1a the network•' cov ra of t h war ad quat f Th own ra 

of ny of tbos 70,000,000 TV 1eta ln th ·.s. ould prob b­

ly think that it is . /u Walter Cronkite of CBS not d, ' 'V 

do such a good job, such a slick job, that we ha d lud d 

th publlc into thinking th t th y t all they n d to know 

from ua. 11123 Cronkit said thb v a diaturbing and fright-

123T 1 vi ion, XX.II ( ov r, 1965), p. 19. 
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ening fact abaut the American p ople: w ar a nation that 

ex rel••• our precious franchi• on th basis o lncompl t 

knowl dge acquired from h dlin • and new bull tin• •124 

Referring to televi•ion'• journalistic ,efforts, Cronkite 

Hid the medium h .. b n giv a r •pon.tbility 'vhich in all 

hon sty and candor we cannot diacharg . 11 Accordin to Cron­

kite it 1a "lq>ouible by the spoken word ••. to coamami­

cate all th information that th individual citizen n cu" 
to carry out hi• r aponaibilitiea. 125 

So this ia th p obl that 't l viaion b fac d with 

in cov ring th story in Vi tnam or ny oth r n • ev t. 

The time factor• on ach n twork p-rogram limit what can b 

said wh th r on a newscast or a pan l diacuuion. A n 

pap r or a magazine can always dd r pages if they are 

needed, but th apace on TV ia a. Sine 

ach network program is d sign d to fill a cp cific 1· th 

of time, no mor minut s can b add d . Th r fo-r , MDY facts 

about what 1a goin on in Vi muat obviously be 1 ft out 

of th n tworks' coverag of th conflict. 

124.ni staff of CBS 

125r levbion, ( v 

, .£2· ill•, introduction. 

r, 1965), .22· £:ll· 
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'n\ia 1~ particularly tru on th in n acaata in 

which the av rage atory runa about a minut to a 

a half. It ia i.mpoaaible to d v lop lar - seal 

nut nd 

und rat•nd-

inga with auch anipp ta of t , nd so aome distortion 1a 

bound to r ault. Thia 1a almply on of t h 11.mitationa of 

t leviaion, and on which ia not d any more almpl by a 

confusing nd complex story li.k,e th on, in Vi tnua. 

How v r, if a vi r could a all the Vie truam mater-

ial shown on the thr n tworka, b would b w ll info d 

on t he situation th r Mnd ita r lat d asp eta . But, of 

coura , this ii i.mpouibl , b cause th local station might 

not carry s of the ap ciala; a s a Vi n.am pro r 

on on netwoTk will conflict with a a1 lar show on anoth T 

chann l; and naturally th av rage vi r do a not build his 

whol e day around th TV progra on th home s t. So th 

normal person do a sa h of what 1a d by th 

n tworks on th aubj ct of Vi tn • And unlik r ding a 

newspap r or a azin at bis conv i nee, be cannot pick 

up th s at 8- ot h r re oppoTtun t one 

th y bav b min d. But for the vi r, 'IV it not 

tlally an a diaa ting di anyway •• ar n apap Tl 
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and magazine■ •126 H turns to tel via ion mor oft for 

nt rtainment than for new1. 

For th 1e reason• n twork '1V can n vor r lly do a 

compl t ly ad quat job of cov ring everythin relat d to 

the Vi tnam story. It can and is doing av ry prof ••ion.al 

job, but a1 point d out rli r in this study, t 1 vision ia 

not a "b all" dium, and in th case of Vi tnam, ad quate 

cov rag, no tt r whoa d finition w re ace pt d, ~ld 

still be wholly inad quat • 

Also in an i.mpo~tant • • •Vito.am ia not th typ 

of story t 1 v sion cov rs bat. Th bi at battl of t h 

war go on in th minda of Vi e and U.S. officiau who 

ar archin for th an •· But th ae b ttl • are not 

visual. Tb y cannot be d into pictur • • and pictur • are 

the special buain u of 'IV . Y t , for ny deans, th 

short reports on th Kuntl y-Brinkl y, Walt r Cronkite, and 

Pet r Jennings progr ar t h whol ar, although al.moat 

v ry Saigon n agr • that th • reports hav 

th day-to-day activiti • ov r the mor ortant bac ound 

126Rick y, (Oct.ob r 22, 1966), .21?• cit.• p. 40. 

d 
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T Confu d by 

th politics in the citl •, worn out by th £i tin in th 

jungles, ''we plod along," Hid W nd ll riek of ABC, 11 nd 

d lud by not reporting nougb on 1uch thing• H th 

ruraJ pacification and r building progr in th villa s. 11 

Then Merick conclud d, 11 1 don't think the riun p ople 

ar misinformed, but I think they ar ill-info d. 11127 

N 1th r can th n tworkl provide the an1w r1 . Said 

NBC'• Garrick Utley: 

W can't do it, th Sai on gov rnment can't 
do it, the U.S. ov rnment can ' t do it. Th r '• 
on · big probl call d Vi tn , and within Vi t-
nam th re ar t11an • ll probl ••• W can 
Ulultrat th s • but w cannot provid th 
an,w r, and thi1 11 why are al y1 oi 
hav t .hi1 confu.lion.128 

And, as point d out by 11 Hick y of l! ~: 

T 1 vi1ion'a trick! st probl min Vi tnam la 
to achi ve balanc b tw nth a ductiv and 
th significant; to au rg the conviction 
that a seen of violenc 1 imp rtant r ly 
becau,e a c ra 1a r corfi~g it; to find sub­
stance b nind th shadow. 

127r (Jun --· 10, 1966), .22· ill•• p. 59. 
12 ot tak from audio tap , " T l vilion War Cor• 

r apondent: 'lhe Br d," . ill· 

129Hiclt y, (Octob r 15,196), ,22. ill·• p. 16. 
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Hon ty ,!!!!! ob1 ctivity. Wh n valuatin th hon • y 

and obj ctivity of th network•' att ta to cov r th atory 

t.n Vi tnam, one mu.at r alize that th e word an diff r n 

thing• to diff rent p opl. What 1• hon at and obj ctiv 

r porting to on p raon ight not b to another. 

But in conclusion, it can be Hid that th TV n tworkt 

are trying hon ttly to pr • nt w t th y coMider to b a 

tru picture of th war. Of cour• , th• effort• ar • 

ti • b trun by the c s of the conflict,. th 

limitatio s of th ditJm, and th normal fallibility of 

It ahould b r~i!ml:•e how v r, ~t th criti~l• 

• ov rnment officials have had of TV'• cov rag of Vi t-

nam hae r sult d b caua th n tworka w re d t radn d to 

pr nt what thy flt was th r 1 pictur of the war as 

r cord d by th ir ca ra er s and r ort d by n 1Dltn on 

th SC 

Ia th war cov ra e obj ctiv? Ab tter qu stion: ia 

total obj ctivity ver possibl? Prob bly not, and es clally 

in such an ar tativ a pb r u surrounda V 

u alr ady not d 1n this study, s of th 

in support of U.S. a ln tbit conflict. But th fact that 
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th television new• n do hav p nonal opi.nion• on th atory 

th y ar cov ring h an indlcation that total obj ctlvity 

would b very difficult ind d. Aa 1.1 Hick y no d in J! 

~. total obj ctivity in Vi tna r porting is a■ ludv 

a quality a• total candor among rican and South VieC1UJZM!■ 

official■ on th ar' a proap eta. 11'nlia standoff h built-in 

and not Uk ly to relax. 11130 

Y t dnc th n who run the t levllion netwc,rlta ar 

Americana, too, th y must f l the pr uur o th n • dJ cl­

dona they make. For how th. war in Vi tnam 1• r port d and 

pr a nt d on TV wi 11 h lp to d t rmln t this country will 

do th r , and how to do it. In this conflict, mor than 1n 

any oth r, the rol of public opinion will larg ly d cl 

if the war will b won. B caus if the rican publi.c do • 

not f el th t th var 1 worth wi in , this country facu 

ultimat d feat no 

gained. 

tt r how ny military victor!. • ar 

So th r search r pos d th qu tlon: do th n h:oru 

ev r aubtly att t to nipulat rican public opinion to 

support th U.S. w r effort? Ih r pli • r ceiv d w r ot 

130 Hie~ y, (Octob r 22, 1966), ,22. _ill., p. 0. 
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un xp cted, b1Jt still thy point d out that obj ctivity and 

hon aty take precedenee ov r p raonal f lin •. 

r ply: 

Richard Salant, Pr aident of CBS •• wrot in 

You can stop wond. rin about any att t to 
'manipulat rican pub Uc opinion to support 
our war ffort,' subtly or oth rwia W don't 
and w won't. Our job b to r ort all th 
important facts and l t th public ~ up ita 
own mind,131 

William KcAndr , Pr sident of NBC a, add d: 

When th day arriv s th t any n 
tions subtly att t to ipulat rlcan 
public opinion,' journ. Usttc r pondbUity 
1a gon and n of principl had b st s 
oth r occupations and stud ta oth r life 
car rs, 132 

But th whole tt r o hon sty and obj ctivity as 

probably beat • d up by Salan.t. While on a t our of Vi t• 

nam in the fall of 1966 h said that• of the Utary 

and civilian officials flt that th re wifavor-

abl to the war ffort. Salant conclud d: 

We are probably achieving our goal of c re-
bensiv as and obj ctivity when w t char d 

13~dr • EE.· .Ll· 



at on and th I t of 
to 1upport th w1r and of 
to 1ubvert it. 133 

nipulatin opinion 
nipulatin opinion 

Althou h the thr 
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t l vhion n tworka are spending hundr da of thousanda of 

cov r e, • v t ran r rt r1 1till dollar■ on Vi 

fe l that the rican public ls larg ly ignorant about what 

11 going on ov r ther • On of th molt bitt r c01111plaint1 

c from Malcolm Brown , who hH b en trying for fiv y ar■ 

to explain th Vi tn story to th r1can public. firat 

•• a Pulitzer Priz -w1nnin writ r or th Aa1oc1at d Pr ••, 

and then a, an ABC corr epond nt. A.a vid nee, h r.i d a 

Stanford Univ rlity poll which show d that • v out of ten 

Am ricans could not corr ctly id ntify th Vi tcon •• South 

Vi tna se Co niet,. 134 

How ver, such misconceptiona on th p&rt of the public 

ar r lly nothin n during art In World War 11 and 

durin th Kor n conflict, public opinion polll 1how d that 

a similar 1tat of confusion xiet d ng th popu lac • 

l33salant, op. cit. 

(A Ult 15, 1966), p, 
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But although th American public y no b H w 11 

informed as it should be, t l vision n • n ln Vi t m can 

at 1 aat point to the fact that igh t out oft n Ame lean• 

poll d by Stanford r rch r• knew that th Vi tcon w r 

th enemy. Thia caused Dean Br lit of NBC to r rk, "I Id 

hat to think w don't g t through at au.11135 

~!h_ futur !!!il bring. It hH b point d out 

arli r in thta s t udy that t 1 viaion ha• had nothing in ita 

paat to pr par it for an vor lik th on it faces in 

cov ring Vi t.nam. On should not ;cp ct, th r for I that tu 

reportin t chniqu s ould b fully d v lop d at th out1 t. 

But th n tworks ar 1 rnin, and th ir Vi tna product i1 

improving. AJJ not d by Arthur Sylv tr: 

Radio had th Cz ch crisis on which tow rm 
up, Munich in bich to b gin to appr ciate it1 
broadcast possibiliti •• nd th oucbr k of 
World War II with which to p rf ct a fo 
that serv d the public •o admir bly. I con• 
vince:d that t l vision 1a goin through a 
sort of d v lop t. Th lon vi , th whol 
story - thes are th l hicb bav to b 
balan d ith the pictur. It can 
b don, and as t a toward this 

135Ibid., p. 56. 
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'fller also will b a st ady incr ase in th l v l of 

compet ncy of then tworks' day•to•day coverage of Vi tnam 

now that th y are firmly stablish d th r 

Pt r H rford, Saigon bur au chi f o CBS 

IJ indicat d by 

s, TY h s alr ady 

cross d a thr shold in Vi tn it 1s no lo-ng r a au~; of 

th oth r r porting di "Th story yous eon CBS," h 

■aid, "is a story w hav un arth d ••. In t rma of di -

gin • w are fully comp titiv • v r b for has this aitu.a• 

tion pr vail d. 11137 

But NBC'• Garrick Utl y r d d that thi s Uk thia 

tak time to d v lop in Vi tnam. H 1aid, in Vi tnam th 

'1V networks hsv b en fac d 1th a 1itu.ation similar o that 

hich confronts a n ly arriv d U.S. Army divbion. It tak s 

w eks b for th division h r dy to fight a t r r chiQg 

Vietnam, he hasu d, b catae it t first 1 rn th 

t rrain, t , and t its lf stablish d. Just 

136sylv ster, ,22. £.!!., p. 10. 

137H rford, £.!!_. 
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H th military h then abl t o rah the l v l o itl p r­

fo%'111Ance, Utley aaid, ao will t l vi1ion. Bu all th• do• 

tak t f.me, be cone luded, "b caua you don I t walk into Vi 

and 1tar givi.ng definitive analy1t1. 11138 

'nle quality of the n tworb' Vi tnaa co ra had b t• 

ter improve, b cau• by 1967 th r 1ponlibili i • and prob-

1 for '1V will multiply when an coaamication• 1at llit 

over the Pacific may mak v ilabl liv cover ge of th var . 

11\en tel vi1ion '• fi r s t ar will al10 b come the fir1t war 

brought into the ric n home even a, it i• bing fou t. 

In fact, 1u.ch live cov ra i• po 1ibl today. or 

xample, S cretary of the vy Paul itze told th 19 6 con-

v ntion of th ladio and T levhion 

tion in Chicago: 

• Dir ctora Auocia-

r spond 

Today i t 1• t chnically f 1ible t o 
live t levision cov r of a 1trik a 
th Communist• in Vi m from • S v t 
carri r in th South China S In t h • 
acenario, th rican public c n b y wit • 
n ss • to the ry of th r turning air-
craft and• r th vy pilo • d bri f 

13 ot s 
t : 1h 

from audio tap , "T leviaion Var CoT· 
Br d,'' ~· £!!. 



their miaaion. It is also t chnically f aaible 
that aoaae minion• could b cov r d liv , 139 

131 

NBC President Julian Goodman told th conv ntion that 

uven live cov rag from th jungl b ttl i lda wUl b a 

t chnical pouibility in 1967. 140 And according to ABC 

Preaident Elmer Low r, all that r ins to k auch liv 

battlefi ld coverag a r ality aft r th launching of tha 

fix d aat llite h a ground r lay station. 

• 

Even thou h 11 e cov ra o th war 1n Vi tnam b an 

xcitin pouibility, it will also tend to incr H th• bur-

dens on n tworlt t levision. M CBS 

Salant noted: 

a Pr aid t Richard 

1395 er tary of th .avy P ul itz , an addr u b for 
th annual conv ntion of th Radio and T leviaion c• 
tors Msociation, Qilcago, Illinois, Sept r 29, 

140 
Broadcasting , lJCXI (Octob r 3, 1966), p. 5 • 

141T l vi ion ~. XIV (S p r 26, 1966), p. 67. 
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Certainly Liv TV cov ra of th conflict ill po 

new difficultie1 for th n twor and will er t n criti· 

ciama of th ir ffort1 to pr• tan hon 1t and accur 

picture of the war. In r ferring to tbh probl ABC Pr •i· 

dent Leonard Gold naon only ntion d bis n tvork, but h 

allo was 1umming up th attitud • of the oth r n tworka wh 

he aaid: 

ABC will not b away d by critichma of our 
method by the oth r n • dia. Nor will w 
b fright n d by controv ny or 1ubj ct d to 
pr aur fr any aourc • b it ov.,,,,.,,...,.~t, 
ap cial int ..- at, or nything la • And v 
hav no intention of uaing Vi tna as at l • 
vision ratina g W, and we 
r sponaibilitJ42f d t rminln 
a nt d ••• 

M point d out at th be· 

ginning of th study, th rs arch r hop d that this ,ork 

might provid th foundatlon for oth r, mor I p cif c studies 

of t 1 via ion'• c rag of the w r and its ff eta on t 

rican audience. Sev ral such atudi • c to mind durin 

th coura of this r a arch ffort. 

On big ar for futur st dy ia th•t of audi c 

142Kro r, ( y, 1 66), . cit., p . 



reaction to TV'• Vi tnam cov ra e. It ii 

1 3 

rally ace pt d 

that much of the uneaain u 1n thia country ov r th war 1n 

Vietnam ia a reault oft levi1ion. But re c1 ically 

how~ th averag vi r r 1pond t o 1uch cov ra 1 Thia 

i• a vital que1tion, b caus tbs p ople •• a roup fo an 

important • pient of public opinion, and th ir r ction to 

what ii ahown will, in th · final analyai1, ur ely d t rmin 

what the Unit d Stat s d.oea in Vietnq. If televilion ii 

ID!lking thia the mo t w ll•cov red war in our hbtory, why 

ii there still ao much diu nt and confuaion acrou th 

country about thia conflict? ls tel viaion r aponaibl for 

it? 

Certainly th vi r i1 influ nc din hi1 thinking 

about th war not only by what h a s r rdin b ttl • nd 

political turmoil in Vi tnam, but h ii alao influ nc d by 

th r porting of draft-card burning,, ait•ins, and oth r 

typ s of d strattons. Could it b that TV ha gi this 

lid of t Viet:na story too auch attention? la t l vision 

actually making th w r W'lpopular, b c u1 . it ap nda ao aucb 

t i and mon y to cov r an i •war atori t Th, • ar qu •· 

tiona which d s rv to b auw r d. 



Thia atudy only focuaed on th cov ra 
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of th war by 

network televiaion, but th rear individual TV aaationa and 

chain• like Weatinghoua and Storz which hav alao att 

to cover the conflict for their particular audienc •· How­

ever, moat atationa d p nd entirely in their locally-produc d 

newacaata on pictures and copy from th wire• rvic •tot 11 

th Vietnam atory. Thia aspect of TV's Vietnam cov rage 

ahould not be overlook d . because all of th cov rage via 

televiaion contributes to the public'• awaren •• of th war. 

It may b difficult or inlpossible for the av rag vi r to 

aingle out how much b is aff ct d about Vietnam du ton t­

work TV, and to separat that from how he is influenc d by 

local station reporting of the story. So a study o bow 

local TV stations cov r th conflict is anoth r ar a for 

consideration. 

The presidents of the news d partments of two of th 

TV networks were quo d in the pr c ding pag s u saying 

that the reporting of Vietnam by their staffs is not a d 

at manipulating American public opinion. But it 1a very 

possible that unintenti~lly public opinion ia bi 

pulated anyway. A study of this probl would b 

valuable. 

t 

ni-
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In the paat th re baa b n much db t ov r 1 viain 

courtroom proce din • and 1 ialativ functiona. °n'e c r­

a e of Vietnaa by the n tvorkl aho nt r d thia ar • when 

the hearing• of the Sen.te Foreign R lations Coamitt w r 

presented live. C rt.ainly thb a ain ahov d that t leviaion 

can bring the citiz cloae to bia gov rnment at work and 

without diarupting th l gialativ proc 11. thus • n 

opportunity ia provid d th r a rch r for atudying th 

qu ation of liv t 1 vision in 1 gialacive chamb ra. 

'ftlia atudy conclud d that n ·tvork t l vilion can 

n v r cov r v ry Hp ct of th Vi tnam 1t o-ry for th vi r 

b caus of th limitatiONJ of th dium. Thia na t .hat 

the 60 p r cent of the population in thia country that g u 

moa t of its Vi tn n s from 'IV ia Ul info •P ciall 

aince for most rica.na th short r ports on th n tvoru' 

vening news1.:asts ar the whol ar. Do s thia n that 

the n tworks ar co idering n ways in which to p 

t h ir Vietn product? Will th format of th v Ding n 

casts b chang dT Can th n twcrkl v r aucb s 

probL • or is thi• just a limitation of th 

must b ace pt dT 
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In aome ca1 1th oth r n • dLa face th 8 

probl •• tel viaion in cov rin th war. Bu th y also 

ar confronted with ap cial difflculti • o th 1r in 

Vi trullll. What ar th 1 probl T And bow do th pr •• 
reatriction1 in Vi tn ff ct th oth r db? Thia 1a 

anoth r big area th t n da to b xplor d. 

! final thought. Visual war reportin ~• c a 

lon way 1lnc th days o th box ra. &u th pictur 

r port• of warfar will still ang rand r ault in con ro• 

versy, particularly thoGe by n twork 'N from Vietn Since 

thla 1a not th kind of war that aummona up a national d t r­

mination to win at any coat, it ia av ry difficult v r or 

t l vision to cov r with n ly d v lop d t ools and t chni­

quea without incurring distaat and din t wi t hin ita au-

di nc 

CBS: 

Aa point d out by Dr. Frank Stanton, Pr a1 nt of 

Th r la an anci nt prov r b about th low 
r gard in hich th b r r of ill-tiding• ia 
held. ' one lov the as gr who brin a 
bad news,' wrot Sophoclea. Unhap9Uy, ch 
of th news in any wa;- ii l!d n a• and th.ia 
is far fr an ception . 1 

143stanton, ,22. ill• 
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If n twork t leviaion ii to continu to ob• rv it1 

journal11tic obligationa in cov rin th 

must expect to suffer constant and wid apr 

story, it 

fr 

those who pr fer to take their r lity in H r dos • than 

TV dishes out. 

But the pric for such Vi tnam covera can be ju1 1· 

fied, b cause television'• be1t product 1• not ent rtai nt, 

but rath r th r cording and int rpr t•tion of actual v ti. 

Rob rt lU.ntn r, paat P-r lid nt of NBC, • 

matt r wh n h aaid: 

d up th whol 

On th day when those of u who have giv 
our liv s to th dium are call d on to account 
for our t , th h avi It w 1ght on our 1id of 
the bdanc will b this :icp · n•l~ o r Uty 
for t n1 of million.I of p opl . · 

144aoLert E. U.ntn r, "Tel vising th 
Harp r's Magazin, CCXXX (Jun, 1965), p. 95. 

l World," 
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THE IMPOSSIBLE ~ 20 HOURS 

AJ an example of the lnvolv d proc ,e of ttin n • 

film from. Vi tnam to th Stat• nd on a twork n acaat, 

Clyde Bennett giv s th following aa a ''typical" 

Benn tt, chief of transport for ABC •• 1• th r apona • 

ble for sup rvislng th tr naportation of n • film u rap• 

idly aa poaaibl to a point wh re it can b 

broadcaat. Thia waa th I qu nee h r conat uct d fo th 

July, 1965, iasu of ............... --a.-

"A bomb blast in Sai on or a litary a t ion clo e o 

th city 1a fi d. by an ABC I er a 11 a .m. Sai on 

ti (10 p.m. RYT) . Th corr pond ton th ac ruat\ 

th film to Saigon Airport by h licopt rand cable ABC 

in New York and Tokyo that th film b b ln 1hipp d. out o 

Sai on on th first availabl flight to Tokyo. 

"The f11m is put on an Air Franc £11 t 1 avi 

Saigon at 1:15 p • . Vi (12: 15 ) . It 

• 

arriv sin Tokyo--3,000 

(7:50 a . . NYT) , hr it ia t by an ABC staff r. 

Following a sp clally prepar d ai.rlin s sch dul tha B tt 
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has pr vioualy provid d all ABC ov rs • bur u• • th film 

ia placed on a Nortbw at Ori t Airlin • ligh in Tokyo at 

9:45 p.m. Japan time (8:45 a.m. NYT) and ticket d for ABC 

Newa in New York. 

"By thia time Benn tt. in York, has phon d th 

ABC-TIT affiliat in S attl • KOK>-TV • adviling it to int r· 

c pt th film p ck&g wh nth plan mak, • ita ach dul d 

atop•over at Seattle Int rnational Airport at 1:15 p.a. PCT 

(4: 15 NYT). U.S. Cu t01111 officiala at the irport alao a 

alerted of the urgent film ahip t by B n tt and ask d to 

clear th film as quickly as po aibl 

nA motorc ycl ,;:ouri r. w itin at th· atr t rminal in 

S ttle as th plan touch • down aft r lta 7 ,250-mil fli h 

from Tokyo, gathers up th 

fiv mil • away. Th r , th 

by 2 p.m. PCT (5 p.m. NYT). 

film ~nd rush • it to ot«>-TV, 

film is proc •• d nd 

A KOMO-TV n s di or th 

phonea Walter Pfist r, th producer of ABC- TV'• 15 mlnut 

• Peter Jenning• and th •' pro -tap d a 6 p •. 

for n.ational ahowin • in local time b tw n 6-7:30-- and db• 

cuss• th film cont t nd ditin . 

"lbe film is then dit d and trans tt d fr, S attle 
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to New York via coaxial cabl for u on th J nnin a n •· 

caat. Time elapaed: 20 houra. Mil age: 10,250 mil• by 

•ir, five mil • by motorcycle, 3,325 mil by coaxial cabl 11 145 

145 Kroeger, (July, 1965),_22._ill., p. 75. 
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l«>U ntOUCHTS O C<lt4ElfrilY AND 

EDITOIUALIZ INC 

It appears that th tiaie 1a comi. when n tvor el -

vision corr apondenta will have t o b iven the ri t t o 

ap ak with more of a mind if a nae ia to be made of th com­

plex news d v lopmenta of our day. C 1:tainly Vi tnam 1a an 

e.x.ampl of on story that ia in d finit n d of exp rt com­

mentary. What ii th policy at t h n tvorks on coaaent and 

analyaia on tuch stori T A 

ject from n twork x cut iv s: 

ad d thoughts on th aub• 

Television 

n. Vic Pr aid t & Dir ctor of ABC 

•• said: 

It ii the policy 
fi d corr apond ta 
tariea and analysis 
must conf sa, bow v r, w ha 
a final solution. o on hu, 
ia what ia ao frustrating.146 

a to coura quali­
back round commen­
stori • •• • I 
not c up ith 

d I gu ss that 

Reuven Frank, Vice Pr .sident of a at C, explain d 

bow his n t:work d cid • who baa tbJ right to provid c 

tary: 

46p raonal letter from WUliam Sh an, Vice Pr aid t 
& Dir ctor of ABC T l vision •• dat d Octob r S, 196 
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ni privil g is r strict d, so far as w ar 
cone m d. It is giv n to• r than 
0th rs, and to some n not at all. It is 
to some men in some situations, and th f n 
ar not allow d it in oth r situations .14 7 

,.. for ditoriaUzing on Vi tnam, or any 0th r subj c , 

this is against th polici s of all thr n tvorks. 11l, y ar 

r quir d by regulatfon to fairly pr • t both sid s of any con­

troversy. But sine th stations th tar memb r• of ant• 

work ar the lie a s, th n twork must honor the vi • and 

reaponaibiliti s of th s atationt aa w 11. lb r for, non 

of th networks ditorializ •· 

M point d out by lichArd Salant, Pr id t of CBS 

N a: 

It has b n, and 1•, our conviction t CBS • 
that w hav no monopoly on wiadOlll and no ri t to 
impo our p raonal concl.aaiona on th de n 
p opl • M d Murrow ao -o t • id, our job 1a 
not to k up our vi rs ' minda for th , ut , 
rath r to pr• nt vi ra with all th r l vant 
facts, analya •• and si ifican viewpoints ao 
that th y can up th ir own mind•, on a .fully 
info d bash. 

And so, in th futur aa in the past, CBS 
do s not propoa to abandon its poll y of balance, 
nor its policy a ainat ditorializin • W will 

147P non l l tt r from uv Frank, Vice Pr iden 
of NBC s, dat d Octob r 31, 19 



analyz and int rpr t; w will not ditor• 
ializ . 148 

d up th whol 

145 

& uven Frank of NBC • 

~ditorializing when h told th tional Bro dcaat ditorlal 

Confer ce at Collmbia Univ raity that for th n tworlta to 

editorialize ''would be an imposition on • v ral hundr d 

atationa which might or might not aubacrib to th ditorial 

opinion xpr u d. 11149 

cit., p. 6 • 

Jul 30, 1966, p. 59. 
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Al!long th •peclal prograu on Vi. t 

the televhion network• ha• pr ,ent d ar 

lowing pag •· 

that ch of 

tho1 on th fol-

ABC New• offered th following •P lab durin l 

March 10, 1966 - " Op ration S War: Vi tn '' 

June 12, 1966 - "I Am A Soldi r" 

Octob r 24, 1966 - "To S v A Soldier" 

In addition, ABC ha• it• w kly half-hou •how call d 

111..BC Scop : 'ft1e War In Vi tn " 

'ft1e NBC s TV •P c a la Vi tnam hav b 

Dec r 1, 1964 - "Vi tnam: It'• A Mad War" 

April 1, 1965 - "Vi tnam: 'ft1 tt Front0 

r l 65" December 20, 1965 - "Vi 

s ptemb r n. 1966 - "Vi War Of Dle kllot" 

Decemb r 12, 1966 - " Our Asian War" 

NBC al■ o ha• its "Vi tna W kly view"' and "Vi 

ll port" ch w kday on h 

Dle Utt of CBS 

on r ason for this 1 th 

''Today'' 1how. 

l'V •P ciau h much lon r, and 

fact tha CBS do• no b 11 

w kend wrap-up shows on Vi tn ar ff 

beli • too ny p upl are ay froa h 

tive, b a1ae it 

th and, th r -
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for, don't 1ee th•. ffle followin li1t wa1 ubarl. t d to 

the rHurch r by CBS New1 u the TV Ip clall it has pr 1e:nt d 

on th war in Vi tnam during th la t two y ara: 

JanUAry 11, 1965 - CBS N I Sp clal port: ''Vi t• 
nam: Row We Cot ln·•Can W C t 
Out!" (l hour) 

February 7. 1965 - CBS • Sp cid Report: ''Vi t• 
nam: Air Strik orth" (1/2 hr.) 

March 8, 1965 - CBS Sp cial rt: "Vi t• 
RMik.l and th Dov 1" 

May 3, 1965 - "Town ting of th World" (1 

Hay 15, 1965 

Jun 21, 1965 

Au Ult 9, 1965 

Augl.dt 16, 1965 

Au Ult 2), 1966 

s pt r 6, 1965 

hour) 

- CBS • Sp clal a. port: ''Wash-
ington T ch•in" (1 hour) 

- CBS I Sp cia l & port: "Vi t-
nam Dialo u : Kr. Bundy and the 
Pro uors" (1 hour) 

•Vi . P rip tiv (P rt On): 
Decill01U" (1 hour) 

- Vi P rip ctiv (P rt Two): 
"How W Can Wln" (1 hour) 

- Vi tnam P rap cti (P r flu·, ) : 
''Winning th P ce" (l hour) 

• Vi tn P ra ctlv (Part Four): 
"A Day o War1t (l hour) 

Octob r 26, 1965 - "Town 
hour) 

t1n of th World" (1 
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November 30, 1965 • CBS N I Sp cbl It port: 11 '1'h 
Battle for th la Drang Valley" 
(1/2 hour) 

Decemb r l4, 1965 

Decemb r 21, 1965 

December 28, 1965 

J•nwary 30, 1966 

February 1, 19 6 

po t: ''Wh 
" (l hour) 

- ''!'own Me tin of the World" (l 
hour) 

- CBS N I Sp cial & port: "Christ• 
• in Vi tnaa" (l/2 hour) 

.. VL tnam P r1 ctive: "Th Con• 
gr u and th War" (l·l/2 houri) 

- CBS N • Sp ial 1l port: "Ful• 
bright: AdviH and D111ent11 

(1/2 hour) 

F bruary 6, 1966 - Vi tnam P r1pe.ctive: "fll U.lf. 
and th Var" (l hour) 

F bruary 8, 1966 - CBS I Sp citl port: "Th 
Council• of War" (l hour) 

F bruary 13, 1966 - Vi tnam P r p ctiv : "C 
Aft c:r Ronolulu'' (l hour) 

F bruary 18, 1966 - Vi tnua P rap ctiv : "'n!. S te 
H ring• and th War" (1 hour) 

March 13, 1966 

April 12, 1966 

April 18, 1966 

April 20, 1966 

- Vi tn p -Hp ctiv : "China and 
th War" (l-1/2. hours) 

- CBS Reportl: " Vietnam: '1'h 
0th r w r-" (1 hour) 

• Vi 
Mc 

ctive: "lh 
y'' (1/2 r) 



May 9, 1966 

May 11, 1966 

May 20, 1966 

May 27, 1966 

May 31, 1966 

Jun 21, 1966 

July l, 1966 

- Vi tll&III P rap c i v : " Th 
T eti.mony" (1/2 hour) 

- Vi t:nam P rap cti.v : "Th 
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k 

He a T etimony'' (l / 2 hour ) 

- C.. ign '66: "Vietn nd th 
El ctioM" (1 hour) 

- CBS N • Sp cial ort: "Th 
U.S. and Chin " (1 hour) 

- Vi tn.am P rep ctiv : "'ftie Anthony 
Ed Propoeate" (l/2 hour) 

- cas N • Sp cial RepoTt : "Vi t­
nam: Eric S var id'• P reonal 

port'' (1/2 hour) 

- CBS IS Sp cul 
na P rap ctiv : 
to Bomb" (1 hour) 

port: "Vi .t­
Th Decilion 

S pt r 11, 1966 - 1a P rap ctiv : 0 El tion Day 
in Vi t n " (l / 2 hour) 
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AWAllDS FO VIETNAM COVERAGE 

1'he three televbion n tvorlta hav won ny arcb 

Ior their coverag of the war in Vi tnam. Amon thoa awarcb 

are the• : 

IJ ancbonian for ABC's w kly half-hour• ri • on th 

Vietnam war, "ABC Scop Th War In V tnaa, '' How rd ~. 

Saith wH cit d by the 0v rs aa Pr u Club of Ameriu for 

i nclud 

ntari a on n • from abr d dudn 196S. 

Th awarcb won by CBS 

G orge Polk rl l Awarcb of Long II l nd Univ rlity 
Award d to CBS a Con apond t T.l y Safer 

National Pr •• Photograph r• #Jaocta ion and tb 
Univ ratty of Oklah School o Journallam 23rd 
Annual TV- s fUJD Pict~ a of th Y r tition 
Award d to CBS ews for Vi P rap ctiv : ''A 
Day (Jf War" 

0v rseaa Presa Club 
Two of the club 1 a jor awarcb iv 
Corr apondent Horl y Safer 

org FostJ r P body Av. rcb 
Award d to CBS s Corr pondent 

Si Delta Chi 

o CBS 

rley Saf r 

Award d to CBS Corr 1pond nt Morly Saf r 

Paul White K rial Aw rd 
Award d to CBS s Corr rly S f r 



At BBC the arda 1nclud : 

"V1 tnam: It' a A Mad War" 
Karch 10, 1965 - 1964 - tional Pr•• 

Aun. Fi rat Plac N • Doc ncary 

Karch 31, 1965 - 1964 • Geor Polk 
of Long Ialand Univeraity 

153 

ial Award 

March 23, 1966 - 1965 - Writ r• Guild of rica 
Award 

Vietnam Cov rage (In C n ral) 
April 9, 1966 - 1965 • Saturday hviev Aw rd to NBC 

and CBS "For ua of prime ti , talent a.nd r -
aourc • to in o tb Americ n P opl on th cri­
tical iaau • in th Vi tn criaia; for auatain d 
cov rag of th war and th v ta aurround!ng it; 
for major ap cial bro dcaata and documentart • on 
th actual conflict and on th gr t n.ational 
d bat it baa inapir d," 

Ion u 
October 10, 1966 • Award d honorary C t Infantry-

man'• Badge in c r y at Walt r Ii d Ro pital, 
Waahington, "in r cofijlition of his outatand ng 
p rformanc of duty aa a c at infantryman aerv­
ing in th & public of South Vi tn a ainat 
activ ho til ground force. 11 
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