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Abstract

The current political, social, and economic landscape in the United States is in constant 
flux, and when coupled with immigration issues, the families most affected are those with the 
greatest vulnerability to change. For researchers, practitioners, community social and service 
organizations, and local agencies, we must ask ourselves how to best understand the impact of 
these current events on Latino families. How do we support these families through the work that 
we do or should be doing? How can we ensure we are integrating all voices in our communities 
to address their needs and concerns? This paper outlines a multi-method evaluative process to 
develop a framework which could be used to understand Latino communities’ current experi-
ences. The project used minimal financial resources, yet the outcomes and results were rich with 
the voice of the Latino community and provided researchers with a direction to better serve and 
support Latino families in Washington State.
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Introduction

The current political, social, and economic 
landscape in the United States is in constant flux, 
and when coupled with immigration issues, the 
families most affected are those with the greatest 
vulnerability to change. The change in administra-
tion from the 2016 election has resulted in immediate 
impacts, ranging from anti-immigration rhetoric 
to the implementation of policies with life-altering 
and dire consequences for Latino communities and 
their family domain. Fear, anxiety, psychological 
and separation trauma, and desperation are at height-
ened levels, and community services, programs, 
and local governance systems are left to find a way 
to navigate and negotiate what this means in Latino 
communities. 

For researchers, practitioners, community 
social and service organizations, and local agencies, 
we must ask ourselves how to best understand the 
impact of these current events on Latino families. 
How do we support these families through the work 
that we do or should be doing? How can we ensure 
we are integrating all voices in our communities to 
address their needs? This paper outlines a multi-
method evaluative process to develop a framework 
which could be used to understand Latino communi-
ties’ current experiences. The project used minimal 
financial resources, yet the outcomes and results were 
rich with the voice of the Latino community and 
provided researchers with a direction to better serve 
and support Latino families in Washington State.

Background

It is well-established that Latinos in the United 
States are one of the largest growing populations, 
with an annual growth rate of 2.0%. This is second 
only to Asian immigrant population demographics, in 
which the growth rate is 3.0% (Krogstad, 2017). The 
Latino population within Washington State is 12% 
of the total population, and in 2014, it was reported 
that 21% of youth under 18 years of age was Latino 
(Pew Research Center, 2014; US Census Bureau, 

2017). Washington State has two designated minori-
ty-majority Latino counties: Yakima and Franklin, 
where 49% and 53% of the population identify as 
Latino, respectively. Both counties are in eastern 
Washington, which has a large agricultural and 
service industry and employs a large migrant and 
immigrant Latino base. The Latino Family, Educa-
tion, and Equity Partnership (LFEEP) grew out of the 
needs and concerns of faculty and researchers who 
were working directly with Latino families in these 
minority-majority locations, as well as other commu-
nities. The ‘La Voz Latina’ project grew out of a 
history of successful outreach by Washington State 
University (WSU) Extension Family and Community 
Health programs in targeted counties, with the intent 
to sample and evaluate the concerns and perceptions 
of Latino families with children aged from birth 
to 18 years.

WSU Extension Family and Community 
Health has a long record of successfully stewarding 
programs for addressing nutrition, child feeding, 
and parenting skills within the community. For 
example, programs with evidenced success include 
the Expanded Food, Nutrition, and Education 
Program (EFNEP), the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education (SNAP-ED), and 
others. One such success story includes the Forta-
leciendo Familias (Strengthening Families) program, 
which was facilitated through a five-year federally 
funded CYFAR (Children Youth and Families at 
Risk) project. The Fortaleciendo Familias Program 
for Parents and Youth 10-14 (the Spanish version 
of Strengthening Families Program 10-14) saw 35 
implementations of the program in three regions 
around the state. Traditional evaluations were 
conducted, which gathered qualitative and quan-
titative data both during the program as well as 
following its completion. Data obtained demonstrated 
impact, as well as documented areas where parents/
caregivers desired more information. The Fortaleci-
endo Familias program focused on families with 
children in the 10-14 years age range, but the LFEEP 
researchers were curious about the concerns parents 
had about their children across all ages and stages. 
As a result, the decision was made to broaden the 
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knowledge base about parental experiences, and to 
frame those experiences partly within a develop-
mental context, in an attempt to better serve Latino 
families within Washington State.

Designing the Study

Methodology

The study’s design is important in developing a logi-
cal plan and process for development, data collection, 
analysis, and dissemination of the results (Lewis, 
2015). Whether the goal is to discover and under-
stand large complex social structures (macrotheo-
ry) or to explore behaviors, social lives, and group 
determinants at a communal level (microtheory), a 
well-designed study is essential for validation of the 
work that will take place (Babbie, 2015). For this 
project, the researchers chose to do a multi-method 
study where the qualitative protocol (focus groups) 
and the quantitative measure (survey) were created 
in conjunction with each other. The questions were 
carefully developed so that there was no duplication 
from one method to the other. Instead, the questions 
complemented each other, so that if the narrative 
captured during the focus group was not sufficient, 
the survey questions provided a different approach to 
obtain the information.
The survey was instrumental as a way to gather 
quick facts about the participants’ family and their 
concerns about specific issues affecting their fami-
lies; the survey data provided the “what.” The fo-
cus groups were designed to answer the “how” and 
“why” set of questions. Facilitators were trained to 
conduct the focus groups consistently to maintain 
fidelity to the protocol, as well as standardize the 
process across the state regardless of where the focus 
groups were being conducted. All focus group partic-
ipants were asked the same ten questions and facili-
tators had the flexibility to ask follow-up and probing 
questions. 
For replication purposes, several items of interest 
should be considered. The makeup of the research 
team is critical and aids in the process of project 
development. For example, designing a project that 

involves both conducting focus groups and admin-
istering surveys – one uses qualitative methodology, 
while the other is quantitative – requires different 
skill sets, knowledge, and practice. Each of the re-
searchers for the ‘La Voz Latina’ project had experi-
ence conducting research and assessments in either 
or both methodologies. Additionally, it has been the 
research group’s experience that county faculty and 
practitioners often do not have the same convenienc-
es as campus research faculty, whose location may 
afford them direct access to resources, research labs 
and student staff. Consequently, county faculty and 
practitioners often need to be creative and resourceful 
when conducting a needs assessment or evaluation. 
Recruitment of participants and resource develop-
ment, described below, are two areas where the ‘La 
Voz Latina’ researchers found unique ways to ensure 
the success of the project. 

Study Logistics

Recruitment and Location

Recruitment of participants is one of the most im-
portant elements of a study. This study was con-
ducted across Washington State, and researchers 
utilized their community connections for recruitment 
purposes. By using agencies that currently partner 
with existing Extension programs and serve Lati-
no audiences, researchers found a positive two-fold 
impact. The first was that these agencies had a much 
wider reach in recruiting participants. Secondly, the 
agencies became invested in the study and wanted to 
assist in multiple ways to help increase the commu-
nity’s participation. The research team also worked 
with partners who had strong connections in the 
Latino community and therefore were known and 
trusted. In addition, the location of the focus groups 
played an important part in ensuring participants felt 
comfortable sharing their experiences. Focus groups 
were held in locations in which participants were 
familiar. Examples of focus group sites included, but 
were not limited to, a farmworker resource center, a 
farmworker housing community room, a library in a 

http://www.cambio.missouri.edu/Library


Cambio de Colores/Change of Colors | 2017 Conference Proceedings62

farming community, early learning centers, schools, 
and migrant/Latino resource centers.

Resource Development

Research shows that participation in focus groups 
increases dramatically when participants are provid-
ed incentives (Halcomb, Gholizadeh, DiGiacomo, 
Phillips, & Davidson, 2007). The researchers utilized 
a variety of incentive options for the ten focus groups 
included in this study. For example, two focus groups 
were conducted close to the start of school. Facili-
tators utilized backpacks that had been donated and 
filled them with school supplies, based on the age of 
the child, for each of the focus group participants. 
The incentive value for each backpack was $50 and 
served a very specific high need that families had at 
the beginning of the school year. Another example 
included the use of gift cards from local grocery and 
box stores to which the participants would have easy 
access, either through personal or public transporta-
tion. To purchase these gift cards, the research team 
contacted local credit unions and submitted a com-
munity reinvestment request. All banking institutions 
are required to support their community through 
their local and corporate community reinvestment 
act program. Each institution has their respective 
requirements and allocation limits and should be 
consulted before requesting funds. ‘La Voz Latina’ 
received between $400 and $700 from the respective 
community’s credit unions to conduct local focus 
groups. Participants received either $20 or $25 gift 
cards, depending upon the agreement with the local 
funding request, and were given refreshments at the 
end of the session.
Childcare
Best practice also indicates that providing childcare 
helps ensure the participation of families who oth-
erwise would not be able to attend (Halcomb et al., 
2007). Through the partnerships utilized in recruit-
ment and locations, part of their commitment was to 
provide childcare while parents participated in the fo-
cus groups. Subsequently, each focus group location 
had on-site childcare available for the participants.  

Data

Once all the data is collected the next step is to con-
duct an analysis, which could be both complicated 
and time-consuming. During study development, 
it is important to consider the method of analysis 
that best fits the project, as well as the skill sets of 
the researchers. The ‘La Voz Latina’ project was a 
multi-method study, which required two different 
analysis methods. During data collection, participants 
would attend a focus group and fill out a survey, usu-
ally before the start of the focus group. The data from 
the focus groups were transcribed, coded, and cate-
gorized through thematic analysis. The participants’ 
surveys were entered into Qualtrics, an online sur-
vey software platform, which was used to aggregate 
the responses. The data were then downloaded into 
SPSS, where a variety of analyses were conducted. 
The two sets of data were then brought together to 
tell the story of Latino experiences across the state of 
Washington. 

Conclusion

Washington State University Extension Family and 
Community Health led La Voz Latina project to 
explore, discover, and understand the issues and 
concerns of Washingtonian Latino families. WSU 
Extension faculty regularly do community needs 
assessments as part of their scope of work in outreach 
and programming. By having an increased under-
standing of Latino families’ perceptions about major 
life impacts, the researchers wanted to find improved 
ways to provide programming and services within a 
community context. 
The project framework was designed to be replicable 
under circumstances where resources are limited 
or unavailable to another research team. The ‘La 
Voz Latina’ project study was conducted with less 
than $1,200 donated from local financial institutions 
through community reinvestment programs. Yet, Ex-
tension and its community and service partners were 
able to collaborate to gain strong participation from 
community participants in the form of ten statewide 
focus groups (n=123) and a pencil-and-paper survey 
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to collect additional familial information (n=150). 
The data were transcribed, coded, and analyzed, 
resulting in findings that have been used to assess 
current programs and services to better meet Lati-
no familial needs through capacity building in our 
communities. One such example of this has been the 
use of evidence-based programs and access to new 
resources that support the growing crisis in opioid 
use and addiction in youth and adults. 
Using a multi-method approach allowed us to ask 
the what questions (concerns) and the focus groups 
allowed us to understand the why and how (of their 
concerns). At the end of each focus group session, 
without fail, the participants thanked the facilita-
tors profusely for allowing them the opportunity to 
participate. For example, one participant, Sr. Tomas 
(pseudonym), stated: 
Gracias por la oportunidad de compartir mis pal-
abras con ustedes. A las veces nos sentimos solos con 
nuestras preocupaciones y siento que me escucharon 
esta noche. 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you 
tonight. At times we feel that we are alone with our 
concerns, and I feel that I was heard tonight. 
The rich narratives were powerful, concerning, and 
yet optimistic; their words were simple, to the point, 
and full of life. La Voz Latina – the Latino Voice – 
is strong and is finding the courage and strength to 
withstand and move forward in light of the oppres-
sive and negative rhetoric and dehumanization of 
migrant and immigrant communities all across the 
United States.
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Latino	Family	Education	and	Equity	Network	–	Understanding	Latino	Parents’	Experiences	
Surveying	Latino	Parents	

	
Development	Focused	
	
1. If	you	have	young	children	(ages	0-5),	are	you	concerned	about	any	of	the	following?	
	
	 Yes,	I	am	

concerned	
No,	I	am	not	
concerned 

This	doesn’t	
apply	to	my	child	

Disabilities	 	 	 	
Crossing	the	street	 	 	 	
Getting	injured	at	home	 	 	 	
Getting	vaccinations	 	 	 	
Late	development	(not	crawling,	
not	talking,	etc.)	

	 	 	

Living	in	a	violent	or	disruptive	
environment	

	 	 	

Misbehavior	(not	behaving)	 	 	 	
Problems	with	sleeping	 	 	 	
Talking	to	a	stranger	 	 	 	
Other	concerns:	
	
2. If	you	have	children	between	6	and	10	years	of	age	(elementary	school	ages),	are	you	

concerned	about	any	of	the	following?	
	
	 Yes,	I	am	

concerned	
	

No,	I	am	not	
concerned	

This	doesn’t	
apply	to	my	child	

Being	bullied,	online	or	in-
person	

	 	 	

Biking	or	playing	alone	 	 	 	
Crossing	the	street	(dealing	with	
traffic)		

	 	 	

Getting	injured	at	home	 	 	 	
Having	too	much	homework	 	 	 	
Having	too	much	screen	time	 	 	 	
Knowing	how	to	make	friends	 	 	 	
Living	in	a	violent	or	disruptive	
environment	

	 	 	

Other	concerns:	
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3. If	you	have	children	between	11	and	14	years	of	age	(middle	school	ages),	are	you	
concerned	about	any	of	the	following?	

	
	 Yes,	I	am	

concerned	
	

No,	I	am	not	
concerned	

This	doesn’t	
apply	to	my	child	

Being	bullied,	online	or	in-
person	

	 	 	

Becoming	sexually	active	 	 	 	
Going	through	puberty	 	 	 	
Having	good	hygiene		 	 	 	
Having	too	much	screen	time	on	
the	T.V.,	iPad,	phone,	or	video	
games	

	 	 	

Keeping	up	with	school	work	 	 	 	
Living	in	a	violent	or	disruptive	
environment	

	 	 	

Managing	anger	 	 	 	
Talking	to	my	child	about	sexual	
development	

	 	 	

Other	concerns:	
	
	
4. If	you	have	children	between	15	and	20	years	of	age	(high	school	and	beyond),	are	you	

concerned	about	any	of	the	following?	
	
	 Yes,	I	am	

concerned	
	

No,	I	am	not	
concerned	

This	doesn’t	
apply	to	my	child	

Finding	a	job	 	 	 	
Preparing	for	a	career	 	 	 	
Being	bullied,	online	or	in-
person	

	 	 	

Being	in	a	non-safe	or	violent	
relationship	

	 	 	

Being	sexually	active	 	 	 	
Becoming	pregnant	or	having	a	
child	too	early	

	 	 	

Knowing	how	to	manage	stress	 	 	 	
Knowing	what	to	do	after	high	
school	

	 	 	

Keeping	up	with	school	work	 	 	 	
Living	in	a	violent	or	disruptive	
environment	

	 	 	

Managing	anger	 	 	 	
Other	concerns:	
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Health	
	
5. When	thinking	about	keeping	your	family	healthy,	which	of	the	following	issues	do	you	

have?	
	
	 Yes	

	
No	

Having	access	to	health	care	
(Health	care	being	available)	

	 	

Not	having	health	insurance	
(uninsured)	

	 	

Not	having	enough	health	
insurance	(underinsured)	

	 	

Not	having	information	about	
mental	health	

	 	

Not	having	information	about	
behavioral	health	

	 	

Other	concerns:	
	
	
6. Are	any	of	the	following	a	health	concern	for	you	or	anyone	in	your	family?	

	
	 Yes,	I	am	

concerned	
emoticon	

No,	I	am	not	
concerned	

This	doesn’t	
apply	to	my	
family	

Asthma	 	 	 	
Cancer	 	 	 	
Dental	 	 	 	
Ear	infections	 	 	 	
Heart	disease	 	 	 	
Juvenile	Diabetes	 	 	 	
Skin	problems	(rashes,	acne,	
etc.)	

	 	 	

Sports	injuries	 	 	 	
Vaccinations	 	 	 	
Vision	 	 	 	
Weight	problems	(under	or	
overweight)		

	 	 	

Other	concerns:	
	
	
School	Focused	

7. Are	you	able	to	understand	the	information	that	you	receive	from	your	child’s	school?	
a. Yes	
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b. No	
	
	
8. Schools	communicate	with	families	in	a	variety	of	ways.	For	each	of	the	following	types	of	

communication	please	show	whether	you	find	them	helpful,	not	helpful,	or	not	used	at	your	
children’s	school?	

	
Communication	Type	 Helpful	

	
Not	Helpful	 Not	Used	

Board	in	the	entryway	or	outside	of	classroom	 	 	 	
Classroom	bulletin	board	 	 	 	
E-mails	 	 	 	
Face-to-face	conversations	 	 	 	
Family	handbook	of	program	policies	 	 	 	
Newsletter	 	 	 	
Notes	or	daily	handouts	 	 	 	
Parent	conferences	or	meetings	 	 	 	
Phone	conversations	 	 	 	
School	Website		 	 	 	
Social	media	(e.g.	Facebook,	Twitter)	 	 	 	
Text	messages	 	 	 	
Other	(please	note):	 	 	 	
	
	
9. Who	do	you	communicate	with	at	your	child’s	school?		Please	choose	all	that	apply.	

a. Bus	driver	
b. Classroom	aide(s)	
c. Counselor(s)	
d. Principal	or	other	administrator	
e. Secretary	
f. Teacher(s)	
g. Other	(please	specify)	

	
	
10. What	other	information	about	school	or	education	would	you	like	to	receive	that	would	

help	you	in	raising	your	children?	
[Open	end]	
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Mealtime	
11. If	there	was	a	chance	to	participate	in	a	class	about	family	meals,	which	of	the	following	

topics	would	you	be	interested	in	learning	more	about?		Please	pick	all	that	apply.	
	
	 Yes	

	
No	

Conversations	around	the	table	 	 	
Cooking	with	children	 	 	
Grocery	shopping	 	 	
Making	healthy	eating	choices	 	 	
Making	mealtime	family	time	 	 	
Menu	planning	 	 	
Other	topics:	
	
General	
12. As	a	parent,	which	of	the	following	interest	areas	do	you	wish	you	could	learn	more	about?		

Choose	all	that	apply.	
	
	 Yes	

	
No	

Adult	education	(learning	
English,	citizenship,	driver’s	
license,	GED)	

	 	

Caring	for	elders	 	 	
Developmental	milestones	for	
your	child	

	 	

Financial	advice	(starting	a	
business,	using	a	bank)	

	 	

Housing	 	 	
Applying	for	health	care	 	 	
Job	safety	 	 	
Learning	about	technology	
(using	a	computer,	learning	to	
type,	filling	out	applications,	
learning	to	use	internet)	

	 	

Legal	issues	(immigration,	
driving,	renting,	criminal	justice)	

	 	

Seeking	employment	 	 	
Transportation	options	in	the	
community	

	 	

Other	areas:	
	
	
13. Is	there	anything	else	you	want	to	share	with	us?	
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Educación	Familiar	Latino	y	Red	de	la	Equidad	-	Entendiendo	las	Experiencias	de	Padres	Latinos 
Grupos	de	Enfoque	con	Padres	Latinos 

Preguntas 
 
Encuesta 
 
Enfocado	en	el	Desarrollo 
 
1. Si	usted	tiene	hijos	pequeños	(edades	0-5),	¿Está	preocupado	por	alguno	de	lo	siguiente?		
 
 Sí,	me	

preocupa	
J 

No,	yo	no	estoy	
preocupado	
L 

Esto	no	aplica	a	mi	
hijo	
K 

Discapacidad    
Cruzando	la	calle    
Herirse	en	el	hogar    
Obtener	vacunas    
Desarrollo	tardío	(no	gatear,	sin	hablar,	
etc.) 

   

Vivir	en	un	ambiente	violento	o	
destructivo	 

   

El	mal	comportamiento	(no	
comportarse) 

   

Problemas	para	dormir    
Hablar	con	un	extraño    
Otras	preocupaciones: 
 
2.				 Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	6	y	10	años	de	edad	(edad	de	la	escuela	primaria),	¿Está	preocupado	

por	alguno	de	lo	siguiente?	 
 
 Sí,	me	

preocupa	
 

No,	yo	no	estoy	
preocupado 

Esto	no	aplica	a	mi	
hijo 

Ser	intimidado,	en	internet	o	 
en	persona 

   

Andar	en	bicicleta	o	jugar	solo    
Cruzando	la	calle	(tratando	con	el	
tráfico) 

   

Herirse	en	el	hogar    
Tener	demasiada	tarea    
Tener	demasiado	tiempo	en	pantalla    
Saber	cómo	hacer	amigos    
Vivir	en	un	ambiente	violento	 
o	destructivo 

   

Otras	preocupaciones: 
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2	
	

3.				 Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	11	y	14	años	de	edad	(edad	de	la	escuela	secundaria),	¿Está	
preocupado	por	alguno	de	lo	siguiente?	 

 
 Si,	me	

preocupa	
 

No,	yo	no	estoy	
preocupado 

Esto	no	aplica	a	
mi	hijo 

Ser	intimidado,	en	internet	o	 
en	persona 

   

Ser	sexualmente	activos    
Pasando	por	la	pubertad    
Tener	un	buen	higiene    
Tener	demasiado	tiempo	en	el	televisor,	iPad,	
juegos	del	teléfono	o	video 

   

Mantenerse	al	día	con	el	trabajo	escolar    
Vivir	en	un	ambiente	violento	 
o	destructivo 

   

Manejo	de	la	ira    
Hablar	con	mi	hijo	sobre	el	desarrollo	sexual    
Otras	preocupaciones: 
 
4.				 Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	15	y	20	años	de	edad	(edad	de	la	escuela	secundaria	y	más),	¿Está	

preocupado	por	alguno	de	lo	siguiente? 
 
 Sí,	me	

preocupa	
 

No,	yo	no	estoy	
preocupado 

Esto	no	aplica	a	
mi	hijo 

Buscar	trabajo    
Preparación	para	una	carrera    
Ser	intimidado,	en	internet	o	 
en	persona 

   

Estar	en	una	relación	no	segura	o	violenta    
Ser	sexualmente	activos    
Quedar	embarazada	o	tener	hijos	
demasiado	temprano 

   

Saber	cómo	manejar	el	estrés    
Saber	qué	hacer	después	de	la	secundaria    
Mantenerse	al	día	con	el	trabajo	escolar    
Vivir	en	un	ambiente	violento	 
o	destructivo 

   

Manejo	de	la	ira    
Otras	preocupaciones: 
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3	
	

Salud 
 
5. Cuando	se	piensa	en	mantener	su	familia	saludable,	¿Cuál	de	los	siguientes	problemas	tiene?	
 
 Si	

 
No 

Tener	acceso	al	cuidado	médico	(cuidado	médico	
disponible) 

  

No	tener	a	seguranza	medica	 
(sin	seguro) 

  

No	tener	suficiente	a	seguranza	medica	(seguro	
insuficiente) 

  

No	tener	información	sobre	la	salud	mental   
No	tener	información	sobre	la	salud	del	
comportamiento 

  

Otras	preocupaciones: 
 
6.				 ¿Es	alguno	de	lo	siguiente	un	problema	de	salud	para	usted	a	para	alguien	en	su	familia? 
 
 Sí,	me	

preocupa 
No,	yo	no	estoy	
preocupado 

Esto	no	aplica	a	mi	
familia 

Asma    
Cáncer    
Dental    
Infecciones	del	oído    
Enfermedad	del	corazón    
Diabetes	juvenil    
Problemas	de	la	piel	(ronchas,	acné,	
etc.) 

   

Lesiones	deportivas    
Vacunas    
Visión    
Problemas	de	peso	(bajo	o	
sobrepeso)	 

   

Otras	preocupaciones: 
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Enfocado	en	la	Escuela 

7.			 ¿Puede	usted	comprender	la	información	que	recibe	de	la	escuela	de	su	hijo? 

a. Si	
b. No	

 
8.			 Las	escuelas	se	comunican	con	las	familias	de	varias	maneras.	Para	cada	uno	de	los	siguientes	

tipos	de	comunicación,	por	favor	muestre	si	usted	lo	encuentra	útil,	no	es	útil,	o	no	se	utiliza	en	
la	escuela	de	sus	hijos. 

 
 
Tipo	de	comunicación Útil 

 
No	es	útil No	se	utiliza 

Boletín	en	la	entrada	o	fuera	del	salón	de	clases    
Boletín	de	anuncios	en	el	salón	de	clases    
Mensajes	de	correo	electrónico    
Conversaciones	frente	a	frente    
Manual	del	las	reglas	del	programa    
Boletín	informativo    
Notas	o	folletos	diarios    
Conferencias	o	reuniones	de	padres    
Conversaciones	telefónicas    
Sitio	de	web	escolar    
Medios	sociales(ejemplo:	Facebook,	Twitter)    
Mensajes	de	texto    
Otro	(por	favor	indique):    
 
9.				 ¿Con	quién	se	comunica	en	la	escuela	de	su	hijo?	Por	favor	seleccione	todo	lo	que	aplique. 

a. Conductor	de	autobús 
b. Ayudante	de	salón	de	clase 
c. Consejero 
d. Director	u	otro	administrador	
e. Secretaria	
f. Maestro	(s)	
g. Otro	(por	favor	sea	especifico)	

 
10.				 ¿Qué	otra	información	acerca	de	la	escuela	o	la	educación	le	gustaría	recibir	que	le	ayudará	en	

la	crianza	de	sus	hijos? 
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Hora	de	comer 

11.				 Si	hubiera	una	oportunidad	de	participar	en	una	clase	acerca	de	las	comidas	familiares,	¿Cuál	de	
los	siguientes	temas	estaría	usted	interesado	en	aprender	más	sobre?	Por	favor,	seleccione	
todos	los	que	apliquen.	 

 

 Si	
 

No 

Conversaciones	en	la	mesa   
Cocinar	con	niños   
Compras	de	supermercado   
Hacer	elecciones	saludables	de	alimentación   
Hacer	tiempo	familiar	en	la	hora	de	comer   
Planificación	del	menú   
Otros	temas: 
 
	
	
General 
12.				 Como	padre,	¿Cuál	de	las	siguientes	áreas	de	interés	le	gustaría	aprender	más?	 
						 Seleccione	todos	los	que	apliquen.	 
 
 Si No 
Educación	adulta	(aprendizaje	de	inglés,	ciudadanía,	licencia	de	conducir,	GED)   
Cuidado	de	ancianos   
Etapas	de	desarrollo	de	su	hijo   
Consejo	financiero	(iniciar	un	negocio,	utilizando	un	banco)	   
Viviendas   
Solicitud	de	asistencia	médica   
Seguridad	laboral   
Aprender	acerca	de	la	tecnología	(uso	de	computadora,	mecanografía,	llenar	solicitudes	de	
empleo,	aprender	a	usar	el	internet)	 

  

Temas	legales	(inmigración,	manejo,	alquilar,	justicia	criminal)	   
Buscando	trabajo   
Opciones	de	transporte	en	la	comunidad   
Otras	áreas: 
 
13.				 ¿Hay	algo	más	que	quiera	compartir	con	nosotros?	 
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Latino	Family	Education	and	Equity	Network	–	Understanding	Latino	Parents’	Experiences	
Focus	Group	with	Latino	Parents	

	
Welcome	and	thank	you	again	for	joining	us	today.		We’re	looking	forward	to	hearing	from	each	
of	you!	
			
Let’s	start	by	getting	to	know	each	other	a	little	bit.	
1. Will	each	of	you	tell	us	your	name	and	the	ages	of	your	children?	
	
2. What	is	your	favorite	holiday	and	how	do	you	celebrate	it?	
	
Let’s	move	on	to	think	about	your	children	at	the	different	stages	of	their	development.	
3. If	you	have	young	children	(ages	0-5)	what	surprises	you?			

a. What	worries	you?	
	
4. If	you	have	children	between	6	and	10	years	of	age	(elementary	school	ages)	what	surprises	

you?			
a. What	worries	you?	

	
5. If	you	have	children	between	11	and	14	years	of	age	(middle	school	ages)	what	surprises	

you?			
a. What	worries	you?	

	
6. If	you	have	children	between	15	and	20	years	of	age	(high	school	and	beyond)	what	

surprises	you?			
a. What	worries	you?	

	
You	each	are	in	a	unique	position	of	having	more	than	one	set	of	cultural	traditions.	
7. How	does	your	culture	add	strength	to	you	and	your	family?			

a. What	would	you	most	like	to	preserve	from	your	culture	(add	as	probe)?	
b. What	do	you	notice	about	raising	children	in	the	United	States?			

i. What	do	you	find	to	be	hard	/	difficult	/	most	challenging?			
ii. [Add	probe	as	necessary]	Think	back	to	when	you	were	raised,	what	are	

some	differences	from	your	experience	compared	to	how	you	are	raising	
your	children	in	the	U.S.?	

	
Let’s	talk	about	your	experiences	with	your	children	and	their	school	
8. When	you	talk	with	your	children,	what	school	activities	and	experiences	do	you	talk	about?	

a. What	would	help	you	help	your	children	in	school?			
b. What	gets	in	the	way	of	helping	your	children	with	school?	

	
	 	

	

Now,	let’s	talk	about	what	concerns	you	have	about	your	children.				
9. As	a	parent,	what	are	areas	that	concern	you	when	it	comes	to	your	children?	

a. Areas	of	concern	for	your	family?	
b. Areas	of	concern	about	the	community?	

	
10. Now	that	we	have	identified	some	areas	that	concern	you	as	parents,	what	would	you	

suggest	that	would	help	reduce	or	eliminate	that	safety	concern?	
	
Before	we	finish	up	tonight,	we	would	like	to	ask	one	final	question.	
11. If	you	could	have	one	wish	granted	for	your	children,	what	would	it	be?	
	
	



Cambio Center at the University of Missouri | © 2018 | www.cambio.missouri.edu 75

Educación	Familiar	Latino	y	Red	de	la	Equidad	-	Entendiendo	las	Experiencias	de	Padres	Latinos 
Grupos	de	Enfoque	con	Padres	Latinos 

 
Bienvenidos	y	gracias	de	nuevo	por	acompañarnos	hoy.	¡Estamos	ansiosos	de	oír	de	cada	uno	de	
ustedes! 
 
Empecemos	por	llegar	a	conocernos	un	poco. 
1. Cada	uno	de	ustedes	díganos	su	nombre	y	las	edades	de	sus	hijos.	
2. ¿Cuál	es	su	día	festivo	favorito	y	cómo	lo	celebra?	

 
Vamos	a	pasar	a	pensar	en	sus	hijos	en	las	diferentes	etapas	de	su	desarrollo.	

3. Si	usted	tiene	hijos	pequeños	(edades	0-5)	¿Que	le	sorprende? 
a. ¿Qué	le	preocupa?	

 
4.				Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	6	y	10	años	de	edad	(edad	de	la	escuela	primaria)	¿Que	le	sorprende? 

a. ¿Qué	le	preocupa?	
 
5.				Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	11	y	14	años	de	edad	(edad	de	la	escuela	secundaria)	¿Que	le	sorprende?	 

a. ¿Qué	le	preocupa?	
 
6.				Si	usted	tiene	hijos	entre	15	y	20	años	de	edad	(escuela	secundaria	y	más)	¿Que	le	sorprende? 

a. ¿Qué	le	preocupa?	
 
Cada	uno	de	ustedes	está	en	una	posición	única	de	tener	más	de	un	conjunto	de	tradiciones	
culturales. 
7. ¿Cómo	su	cultura	agrega	fuerza	para	usted	y	su	familia?	

a. 	¿Qué	le	gustaría	preservar	de	su	cultura?	
b. 	¿Qué	nota	sobre	la	crianza	de	los	niños	en	los	Estados	Unidos?	

					 	 i.			¿Qué	encuentra	fácil/difícil/más	desafiante? 
				 	 	ii.		Piense	cuando	se	creó,		¿Cuales	son	algunas	diferencias	con	respeto	a	sus																								
	 	 						experiencias	en	comparación	a	como	usted	está	criando	sus	hijos	en	los	Estados		
	 	 						Unidos? 
 
Vamos	a	hablar	acerca	de	sus	experiencias	con	sus	hijos	y	su	escuela 
8. Cuando	habla	con	sus	hijos,	¿De	cuáles	actividades	escolares	y	experiencias	hablan?	

a. ¿Qué	le	ayudaría	a	ayudar	a	sus	hijos	en	la	escuela?		
b. ¿Que	se	interpone	para	ayudar	a	sus	hijos	en	la	escuela?	

 
Ahora,	vamos	a	hablar	de	las	preocupaciones	que	tiene	sobre	sus	hijos 

9. Como	padre,	¿Cuale	son	las	áreas	que	le	preocupan	cuando	se	trata	de	sus	hijos?	
a. ¿Las	áreas	de	preocupación	para	su	familia?	
b. ¿Las	áreas	de	preocupación	acerca	de	la	comunidad?	

10. Ahora	que	hemos	identificado	algunas	áreas	que	le	preocupa	como	padre,	¿Que	sugiere	que	
ayudaría	a	reducir	o	eliminar	este	problema	de	seguridad?		

Antes	de	terminar	esta	noche,	nos	gustaría	hacer	una	pregunta	final 
11.			Si	pudiera	pedir	un	deseo	concedido	para	sus	hijos,	¿Qué	sería?	 
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