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UNESCO section chief on campus & via webcast on
February 20th

On Monday evening, February 20th, 2006 at 7:30 pm, Dr. Rieks Smeets,
chief of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage section, will deliver the annual Lloyd B.
Thomas Lecture on "Safeguarding Living Heritage" at the University of Missouri.

His talk will also be transmitted worldwide via internet webcast from Missouri’s Center
for eResearch. Details on viewing the webcast will be available on this site by February
1st.

Dr. Smeets will describe and illustrate the history of ongoing efforts by the United
Nations to foster new approaches to understanding and protecting the cultural heritage of
humanity, devoting special attention to the diversity and evolution of the communities and
groups that create, re-create, and transmit oral traditions, traditions of music and dance,
ritual and festive events, and other forms. He will focus on the UNESCO Convention of
2003 for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, which has already been ratified
by member states from six continents, and on the results it has produced so far.

Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences at Missouri, the Thomas Lecture is an
annual event that features public speakers on diverse topics that celebrate the study of the
arts and sciences. In previous years lecturers have included such leading intellectual
figures as biologist E. O. Wilson, filmmaker Ken Burns, sociologist Jonathan Kozol, and
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many others. In 2006 the Thomas Lecture also celebrates the twentieth anniversary of the
founding of Missouri’s Center for Studies in Oral Tradition.

Dr. Smeets began his career as a descriptive linguist at Leiden University, with a specialty
in Slavic languages and in the languages and cultures of the Caucasus and the Balkans.
After serving as secretary-general of the Netherlands National Commission for UNESCO,
he was appointed in April 2003 as chief of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
section in Paris. Under his leadership 43 additional masterpieces of ICH have recently
been identified and proclaimed, including oral traditions, rituals, cultural spaces, and
traditional crafts from Africa, the Arab states, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and North
America, and Latin America and the Caribbean. This third round of proclamations,
together with the 47 masterpieces identified previously, brings the UNESCO cadré of
intangible traditions to nearly one hundred in all.
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